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ILLUSTRIOUS  SEAMEN,  &c. 


CONTINUATION    OF 


The   F  I  F  T  H     PERIOD^ 

Naval,  Commei^cial,  and  Miscellaneous 
Transactions,  during  the  Reign  of  James, 
•hp  First, 


L£  T  us  now  proceed  tp  an  account  of  the  naval 
expedition  againft  the  Algerines.  To  what 
caufes  it  may  be  afligned,  is  yet  a  point  which  no  hif- 
torian  hath  inconteftably  determined.  We  learn  from 
ibn^e  authorities,  that  Gondomar,  the  ambaflador  from 
the  court  of  Madrid,  having  gained  the  afcendant  over 
the  underdanding  of  Jame?,  perfuaded  hire,  contrary 
to  his  natural  inclination,  which  feldojn  permitted  him 
to  aGL  vigoroufly  againft  his  own  enemies,  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  Ht  out  a  formidable  fleet,  in  order  to  hum- 
ble the  foes  pf  the  king  of  Spain  {a).    By  different  hif- 

A  2  ,    torians, 

(a)  Rufliworth's  colledtions,  V.  4.  p.  34.-*«*Camden's 
Annals  of  the  reign  of  Jamei,  the  firft,  A.  D,  i6ao. — Wil- 
fon's  hiftory  of  James,  the  fjft,  p.  726.*— Campbell's  Lives 
of  the  Admirals,  y.  2.  p.  30.  ^ 

56302     . 
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torians,  we  are  informed  that  this  projeft  was  of  an 
older  date;  that  the  earl  of  Nottingham^  previous  to 
his  rcfignation  of  the  poft  of  lord  high-admiral  of 
England,  had  earneftly  foUicited  the  king  to  engage  in 
preparations  for  fuch  an  enterprise ;  that  Sir  Robert 
Manfel  had  (Irongly  intimated  to  Buckingham  that  it 
"would  refle£fc  the  higheft  luftre  on  his  abilities  in  the 
naval  department,  if  the  expedition  took  place,  at  the 
dawn  of  his  adminiftration.     As  this   fortunate,  and 
afpiring  favourite  too  eafily  induced  the  fovereign  td 
confent  to   the  gratification  of  all  his  wifhes,  it  is 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  that,  through  his  influence,  the 
projed  was  carried  into  execution  \  notwithftanding 
that  Sir  William  Monfon,  who  had  been  confulted,  de- 
livered an  opinion,  fupported  by  ftrong,  and  clear  ar- 
guments, that  it  was  raih,  and  ill-founded  ;  and  that, 
inftead  of  raiHng  the  reputation  of  the  naval  power  o( 
^he  Englilh,  it  would  only  contribute  to  render  them 
ridiculous,  as  the  whole  world  would  obferve  the  dif- 
appointment;   whereas    but  few  could  judge  of    its 
real  caufe,  or  of  the  injuftice  of  meafuring  thereby 
|the  maritime  ftrength  of  Britain  {6). 

On  the  twelfth  of  O6kober,  in  the  year,  one  thou- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty,  the  armament  (c)  fet 

fail 

(h)  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  Tracts,  p.  253.r— Camp- 
jjell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  z.  p.  31. 

'   (f)      The  following  is  a  LIST  of  the  FLEET. 

'    Royal  Navy. 

Ships.          Burth.  Men.    Brafs  Commanderst 
Tons.               guns. 

The  Lion,  admiral      600  250      40  Sir  Rob.  Manfel. 

Vanguard,  vice-  660      250      40  Sir  Rich.  Haw- 

,       miral  kins. 

Rainbow,    rear-  660      250      40  SirThomasBut- 

""■"'  ton. 

Thp 
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fail  from  Plymouth,  and,  on  the  thirty-firft,  entered 
the  ftreights  of  Gibraltar,  where  the  admiral  gave  or- 
ders that  the  fick  Ihould  be  difembarked. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  November,  and  when  all  perfons 
had  returned  on  board,  the  fleet  fet  fail,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Algiers,  and  out  of  the  reach 

A  3  either 


Ships.  Burth.    Men.    firafs      Commanders. 

Tons.  Gttns. 

Conftant  Reformation  660      250      40      Captain    Arthur 

Maynwarin|^. 
Antelope  400      160      34      Sir  Hen.  Palmen 

Convertine  500      220      30      CaptainThomas' 

Love. 


Ships  hired  from  the  Merchants* 


Ships. 

Burth. 

Men. 

Iron 

Commanders, 

Tons. 

Guns. 

'(' 

Golden  Phoenix 

300 

12a 

24 

Captain  Samuel 

Samuel 

300 

120 

22 

Argall. 
Captam  Chrifto- 
pher  Harris. 

Marigold 

260 

100 

21 

Sir  John  Fearh. 

Zottch  Phcenix 

280 

120 

26 

Captaift^  John 
Pennington. 

CaptainThomas 
Porter. 

Barbary 

200 

80 

18 

• 

Centurion 

aoor 

lUO 

22 

Sir  Francis  Tan- 

6eld. 

Primrofe 

180 

80 

18 

Sir  John  Ham- 
den. 

Hercules 

300 

120 

24 

Captain  Eufeby 
Cave. 

Neptune 

280 

120 

21 

Captain  Robert 
Haughton. 

Merchant-Bonaventttre  260 

no 

23 

Captain     John 

Chidley. 

Reftore 

130 

so 

12 

Captain  George 

Marmaduke 

100 

50 

12 

Raymond. 
CaptainThomas 
Herbert. 

, 

It 
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either  of  the  town,  or  of  the  caftle,  the  former  of 
which  the  Englifli  faiuted,  but  were  not  anfwered  by  a 
Tingle  gUn.  On  the  day  following,  the  admiral  fent 
an  officer,  with  a  white  flag,  on  Hiore,  in  order  that 
he  might  acquaint  the  vice-roy  with  the  reafons 
which  gave  occafion  to  the  arrival  of  the  fleet.  Soon 
sifterwards,  JFour  Turks  returned,  and  declared  that  the 
vfce-roy  had  received  orders  from  the  Grand  Seignior, 
to  treat  the  Englifh  with  the  moft  inviolable  rerpe£fc> 
add  to  permit  them  to  difembark,  whenfoever  they 
'  thought  proper,  and  purchafe  fuch  provifions  as  they 
might  want.  They,  alfo,  promifed  that  if  the  admi- 
ral woold,  on  the  following  day,  fend  on  fhore  a  per- 
fon  of  diftindion,  with  the  letters  from  the  king  of 
England,  fufficient  hodages  (hould  be  given  for  his 
fafety(</), 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  an  Englifli  officer  difem- 
barked,  and  informed'  the  Turks  what  pledges  were  de- 
manded for  thofe  perfons  who  were  in  readinefs  to 
wait  oh  them  with  the  king's  letters.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  fignal-g^n  was  fired  from  the  Lion, 
and,  fbon  afterwards,  captain  John  Roper,  attended  by 
feveral  of  i£he  chief  perfons  belonging  to  the  fleet,  pro- 
ceeded in  his  barge,  for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  the 
roya)  credentials  to  the  Bafliaw,  and  the  Divan.  As 
he  approached  the  fliore,  he  was  informed,  by  a 
men*ehger,  that  the  principal  Turks  were  abfent,  and 
the  hoftages  not  ready;  but  that,  on  the  morrow,  all 
delays  fliould  be  removed  ;  yet  no  regard  was  paid  to 
thefe  promifes. 

On 


.(</)  During  the  night,  the  pirates  brought  into  Algiers, 
three  prizes  j  a  Fleniifh,  and  two  Englifli  veflels  j  the  one 
bound  from  Plymouth  ;  and  the  other  from  North- Yar- 
mouth. 
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On  the  fecoiul  of  December,  Roper,  and  h»  c^^ 
pany,  landed  at  Algiers,  and  immediately  tWQ  ioh^lfir 
unt9,of  the  firft  r^nk,  were  fent  ashotUgcs  to  the^ad- 
miral.  On  the  third,  (ix  Spani(h  men  of  war  caft  anr 
chor  within  the  harbour,  when  the  commandiog  offit- 
cer  ftruck  his  flag,  in  honour  to  the  Englifli.  He* 
next,  went  on  board  the  Lion,  and  informed  Sir  Ror 
bert  Manfel  that  he  had  arrived  in  pnrfuit  of  ibme 
Turkifli  pirates,  who,  having  engaged,  taken  and  kt 
on  fire,  a  Spanifh  fhip,  of  the  burthen  of  fevea  hundred 
tons,  reduced  to  captivity  the  Whole  crcw^  aniount- 
ing  to  three  hundred  perfons.  This  fquadroii  afir 
proached  nearer  to  the  town,  when  fome  ihot  were 
exchanged,  but  no  coniiderable  damage  enfued  front 
either  fide.  > 

On  the  fourth.  Sir  Robert  Manfel  received  an  an^ 
fwer  to  the  king's  letters,  from  the  Divan,  and^  on 
the  fixth,  the  Turks  concluded  their  negociation,  by 
refufing  to  difmifs  the  Engliih  officer,  who  had  been 
firft  fent  to  them,  unlefs  an  EngliOi  conful  were  left 
at  Algiers.  On  this  occafion.  Sir  Robert  Manfel,  who* 
together  with  his  affociates,  appears  to  have  a^ed  with 
a  duplicity  as  fhameful  as  that  which  he  was  reviling, 
gave  orders  that  a  common  failor  fhould  be  fumptu- 
oufly  attired,  and  difpatched,  with  the  name  of  Con- 
ful, to  the  Divan.  This  trick  fucceeded ;  the  man 
was  refpe^lfuily  entertained,  and,  foon  afterwards, 
forty  Engiifhmen,  who  had  been  purpofely  freed  from 
their  captivity  went  on  board  the  fleet,  where,  agree- 
ably to  their  inftruftions,  they  informed  the  admiral 
that  the  Turks  would  embrace  an  early  opportu- 
nity to  give  him  f^tisfaftion  with  refpe^  to  every 
other  demand  which  he  had  made.  On  the  feventh* 
Sir  Robert  Manfel,  ftill  perfifling  in  Deceit,  fent  letters 
of  tnftrudion  to  the  pretended  conful,  and  bade  him 

A  4        '  deliver 


I  Ut  M  O  1  R  S    OP 

deKvtr  a  paper  to  the  Bafhaw,  who  was  reproached^ 
in  the  bittere(l  terms,  for  the  perfidy  of  his  condud. 
-'  Oti  the  eighth,  and  when  mod- of  the  provifions  were 
expended,  the  fleet  (et  fail  for  Majorca,  where  Sir  Ro« 
-bort  Manfel  intended  to  remain  with  it,  until  the  com- 
fliencement  of  the  enfuing  fpring.  On  the  evening  of 
th^  twenty'fi/th,  eight  fail  of  Turkifh  veflels  ap- 
proached the  fleet,  but,  on  being  chafed,  (leered  a  dif- 
ferent courfe,  aQd,  previous  to  the  next  morning, 
were  out  of  fight. 

;  On  the  twenty-fixth,  the  Englifh  entered  the  road 
of  AUcant;  but  were  difappointed  in  their  expedations 
of  receiving  a  fupply  of  provifions  from  their  own 
country.  On  the  twenty-feventh,  fome  (hips  belongs 
ing  to  the  fleet  flood  out  to  fea,  and,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  two  days,  returned  without  fuccefs,  notwith- 
•ilaiiding  that  they  had  chafed  a  Turkifli  velTel. 
,.'  Qn  the  twelfth  of  January,  in  the  year,  one  thou- 
rand,:fix  hundred,  and  forty-one,  an  exprefs  arrived 
from  Cartbagena,  tnclofing  letters  difpatched  fi'om 
England,  and  bearing  date  on  the  fourteenth  of  the 
preceding  month  of  December.  The  contents  were 
.that  provifions  fiiflltcient  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
whole  fleet,  during  fix  months,  had  been  delivered  at 
Malaga.  On  the  twenty-firfl,  fifteen  Flemings  rowed, 
in  th^ir  boat,  towards  the  Lion,  and,  having  been  per- 
mitted to  go  on  board,  informed  the  admiral  that, 
being  chafed,  near  Cape  Martin,  by  the  Turks,  they, 
to  preferve  their  lives,  had  left  their  (hip.  At  this 
period,  and  during  fome  days,  feveral  veflels  were 
difpatched  in  purfuit  of  the  former,  but  they  re- 
turned without  having  been  able  to  defcry  them. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  captain  Roper  proceeded,  with 
letters,  for  England ;  and,  on  the  twenty-feventh,  all 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  fet  fail,  except  the  Mar- 

maduke. 
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maduke;  the  captain  of  which,  together  with  the  maf- 
ter,  was  Tick  on  Ihore. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  they  fell  in  with  feven  fail 
of  Fiemifli  men  of  war,  under  the  command  cf  the 
Admiral  of  Zealand.  Thefe  were  a  part  of  a  large  ar- 
mament confiding  of  twenty-two  (hips,  and  divided 
into  fquadrons,  for  the  purpofe  of  cruizing  near  ^he 
ftreights. 

On  the  iixteenth  of  February,  and  when  the  fleet 
was  within  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  fupplies  arrived  from 
England,  in  two  merchant-ihips,  and  two  men  of 
war.  Thefe  laft  were  the  Mercury,  of  the  burthen  of 
two  hundred,  and  forty  tons,  having,  on  board,  fixty- 
five  men,  mounting  twenty  brafs  guns,  and  being 
commanded  by  captain  Pet ;  the  Spy,  of  the  burthen 
of  one  hundred,  and  fixty  tons,  and  carrying  eighteen 
brafs  guns.  Her  complement  amounted  to  fifty-five 
men,  and  her  captain  was  Edward  Giles. 

Few  occurrences    are   mentioned   in   the  journals 
from  this  period,  until  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  when 
the  fleet  arrived  in  the    road    of   Majorca.      From 
hence,  reinforced  by  three  large  brigantines,  and  a  po- 
lacre,  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred,  and  twenty  tons, 
all  of  which  had  been  purchafed  by  the  admiral,  the 
fleet  departed  for   Algiers.     Arriving  there,  on   the 
twenty-firft  of  May,  the  (hips  were  thus  flationed  : 
the   men  of  war  belonging   to  the  royal  navy,  and 
the  Golden  Phoenix,  drew  up  in  a  north,  and  fouth  line, 
the  admiral  riding  in  the  middle  of   them,  eall  of 
the  fouth  end  of  the  Mole.    Next  to  the  admiral,  on 
the  northern  fide,  came  to  an  anchor  the  Reformation, 
and  the  Golden  Phoenix,  the  Convertine,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  and  the  Antelope  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Re- 
formation, the  vice-admiral  innermofl:  on   the  fouth 
fide,  and  the  rear-admiral  outermofl  ,on    the  north 

fide. 
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iicie.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet  came  to,  ailern  of 
the  admirals  of  their  refpedive  fquadrons,  and  then 
anchored,  with  the  wind  at  weft. 

On  the  day  foMowing,  fix  of  the  merchant-fhips 
were  ordered  to  ply  about  to  the  weftward,  and  near  to 
the  fliore,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  any  pirates 
from  paiUng  between  it,  and  the  fleet.  Preparations 
were  aifo  made  for  executing,  at  the  fucceeding  nighty 
the  defign  of  fetting  fire  to  the  fliips  within  the  Mole. 
Two  Turkifli  pri2.es,  the  one  of  the  burthen  of  an  hun- 
dred tons,  and  the  other  of  the  burthen  of  frxty  tons, 
were  filled  with  dry  wood,  oakham,  pitch,  rofin, 
tar,  and  various  combufliibles,  being,  at  the  fame 
time,  provided  with  chains,  grappling-irons,  and 
boats  to  bring  oflF  the  men.  Next  followed  the  three 
brigantines,  procured  by  the  admiral,  at  Alicant.  On 
board  of  thefe  were  fire-balls,  buckets  of  wild- fire, 
and  fire-pikes,  for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  them  to  the 
veffels  of  the  enemy.  A  gunlod  was  alfo  prepared, 
and  raited  by  chains,  and  grappling-irons.  It  was 
refolved  that  it  ftiould  be  drfcharged  into  the  midft  of 
the  fhips  within  the  mole,  whilfl  a  boat  attended  for 
the  purpofe  of  bringing  off^  the  men  who  might  be 
concerned  in  this  enterprlze.  Seven  boats,  filled  with 
.armed'  men,  followed  to  fuftain  thofe  belonging  to  the 
fire-fhips,  in  cafe  of  a  purfuit,  at  their  retreat, 
thefe,  alfo,  were  fupplied  with  fire-works,  for  the 
purpofe  of  ckfl:roying  the  fhips  without  the  Mcle. 

As  the  wind  proved  unfavourable^  the  attempt  was 
deferred  until  the  twenty-fourth,  when  it  blew  briflcly  , 
at  fouth-fouth-weft.  The  Hiips  now  advanced  to- 
wards the  Mole,  but  when  they  had  approached  with- 
in imiiket-fliot  of  the  head,  fo  ftill  a  culm  enfucd  that 
it  was  impolfible  for  them  to  enter.  The  crews  of 
the  boats,  and  brigantines,  perceiving  that  they  were 
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dtfcovered  by  the  brightnefs  of  the  moon,  whkh  was 
then  at  full,  and  hearing  the  alarm  that  was  given  to 
the  town,  by  the  fentinels  polled  on  the  ramparts, 
determined  to  proceed,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  a  Chrif- 
tian  ilave,  who  fwam  from  Algiers,  informed  them 
that  the  Turks,  not  fufpeding  an  attack,  had  left  their 
fhips  almoft  tntirely  unguarded.  Their  endeavours 
'  were,  notwithftanding,  'fruttlefs,  as  the  wind  was  yet 
too  gentle  either  to  nourifh,  or  dlfperfe  their  fire- ■ 
works. *^.c  bfti'.  , 

^•jln  this  fcrvice,  only  fix  men  were  killed,  before  the 
place.     Five  were  fo  dangeroufly  wounded  that  they 
expired  'foon  after  their  return,   and    thirteen    were 
flightly  hurt.    This  number  cannot  be  deemed  confi- 
derable,  if  it  :be  remarked  that  the  attempt  was  made 
under  the  walls  of  the  town,  feom  which  [dace  the 
ordnance,    and  mtifquets  were  difchargekl   continally 
againft   them.     The  only  damage  which  ithey   fuf- 
tained    was  during  their  ;retFeat,,  previous   to   which 
they   owed   their  fecurity  ifio  their  fituatlon,  as  they 
had  entered  within  themol&bcfore  (he  alarm' was  giv^n 
to  the  town,  and  the  fhips  which  were  Rationed  be- 
tween it,  and  the   boats,  defended    them  from  the 
fire  of  the  enemy.     Thus  ended  an  expedition  as  un- 
fortunate, as  it  was  diihoftouratble. 
.  On  the  twenty^fifth,  'the  -EngliAi  weighed  anchor, 
and  flood  off  to  fea,  wh6n  four  'foil  of  pirates,  in  fpite 
of  the  endeavours  of  the  latter  to  intercept    them, 
ftered  their  courfe  by  the  weftermoft  point  of  land, 
and    entered   withiir  the  harbour,     On  the  twenty- 
eighth,  the  Bonaventure,  and  the  Hercules  ran  a  pirate 
a(hore.      On  board  of  this  vtffel  were  an   hundred, 
and  thirty  Turks,  together  with  eleven  Chriftian  Cap- 
tives.    All  were  drowned,  except  twelve  Turks,  who, 
with  difficulty,  fwam  to  land. 

On 
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On  the  thirtieth  the  fleet  again  entered  the  bay^ 
and  anchored  within  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from 
the  town.  On  the  day  following,  the  Engliih  received 
information  from  two  Genoefe  flaves,  who  I^ad  efcaped 
from  Algiers,  that,  on  the  night  of  their  departure, 
feven  of  the  beft  (hips  belonging  to  that  place  had  en- 
tered the  Mole,  which  would  probably  have  fallen  into 
their  hands.  They  added  that  all  future  attempts 
of  this  nature  muft  prove  inefFe^ual,  as  the  Turks,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  veflels,  had  placed  a 
boom  acrofs  the  Mole,  whilfl:  their  ihips  within  it  were 
filled  with  armed  men,  and,  without,  three  gallies, 
and  fifteen  boats,  were  ftationed  before  the  boom,  to 
guard  it. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  advices,  the  Englifli  conti' 
nued  in  the  road,  until  the  fourth  of  June,  during 
which  time  their  cruizers  took,  and  brought  in  a  vef- 
fel,  on  her  paiTage  from  Leghorn,  to  Algiers,  and  laden 
with  Venice  cloth,  and  many  valuable  commodities, 
exclufive  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  in  money.  From 
this  event,  we  meet  with  no  material  tranfaftion, 
and  it  will  be  fufficient  to  add  that  the  (hips  returned 
to  England,  previous  to  the  concluiion  of  the  month. 

This  ill-concerted  enterprize  is  obferved  to  have  had 
no  other  efie^  than  that  of  expofing  the  Englifli  com- 
mercfe  to  the  depredations  of  the  Algerines,  who  com- 
mitted more  injuries  than  they  received,  notwith- 
ftanding that  two  fleets  (feeble  indeed  in  their  opera- 
tions,) were  afterwards  fent  out  againfl:  them,  the 
one  under  the  command  of  the  lord  Willoughby,  and 
the  other  under  that  of  the  earl  of  Denbigh.  On  thefe 
undertakings,  a  naval  hiftorian  {e)  hath  made  fome 
fevere,  but  juft  remarks,  and  particularly  complains 
that,  akhough  the  whole  nation  was  grievoufly  of- 
fended, 

(«)  Sir  William  Monfon. 
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fended,  as  will  always  be  the  cafe,  during  fuch  mif- 
carriages,  yet  they  were  never  foftened  either  by  any 
candid  inveftigation  of  the  point,  or  any  fpirited  at- 
tempt to  redrefs  the  evils  which  refulted  from  it ;  a 
proceeding  which  irritated  them  beyond  meafure, 
and  contributed  in  a  high  degree,  to  excite  that  violence 
which  was  felt  afterwards,  amidfl  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
.war(/). 

In    the    year»    one    thoufand,    fix   hundred,    and 
twenty,  the  Eaft-India  company  fitted  out  four  new 
ihips  ;  the  London,  of  the  burthen  of  eight  hundred 
tons ;  the  Hart,    of    the  burthen    of   five    hundred 
tons;  the  Roebuck,  of  the  burthen   of    three   hun- 
dred tons  ;  and  the  Eagle,  of  the  burthen  of  two  hun- 
dred, and  eighty  tons.    All  thefe,  in  the  month  of 
February,  fet  fail,  under  the  command  of  captain  An- 
drew Shilling,  from  Til|>ury,  and  proceeded  on  their 
courfe  together,  until   they^  approached  the  fhores  of 
Dabul,   where  they  (eparated  for  different  voyages , 
but,  foon  afterward,  rejoining,  prepared  for  an  attack 
againft  the  Portuguefe,  who  lay  in  wait  for  the  purpofe, 
at  leaft,  of  hindering,  if  not  deflroying  the  commercial 
Intercourfe  of  the  Engliih,  with  the  Perfians.  On  their 
Paflage  to   Jafquez,  the   intended    fcene  of   adion^ 
they  intercepted,  engaged  and  took  a  Portuguefe  vef** 
fel,    laden   with  dates,  and   raifms,    and  having   on 
board  a  number  of  Arabian   horfes  defigned   to   be 
tranfported  from  Mufcat,  to  Chaul. 

As 


)f- 
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(/)  The  particulars  relative  to  this  expedition  are  taken 
firom  Purchas's  Pilgrims,  V.  2.  p.  881. — Harris's  ColJ. 
Pdrt  I.  p.  369. — An  account  pubiifhed  by  Authority,  in 
the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  ana  twenty-one.— 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  31,  32,  33-^ 
and  Lediard's  naval  Hiftory,  Folio.  V.  2.  p.  459,  460,  46!) 
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•he)-  perceived  that  it  conlZ^    cf  ^<«"6"efe  (feet. 

witi"  fupplies  of  3'a^',  «''"^''  '»«  were  ftationed 
•'■n^ce,  and  near  ^h^  eafterT?"'""'  "  "  «">« 
road.    An  engagement  f^"  en^r^''^;  f  >«!»« 
»•«  intermiffion,  during^L  I     '  '"''  '**«''  *"!>- 
"'ght  advanced,  ar  holli"  rt%^°""'  "''«".  «   the 
of   he  four  focceedingday/lrr     p^*^''^  "'*  <!«'« 
,     "•olefted,  and  Unded^h7mercU     f  '*  '""""'^  <"'• 
•"'onging  ,0  the  Eaft-Indi,  71      "*""'  '"^  ™o«y. 
-e-y  reinforced    b/te„    "rr'"    ^'  ''"^.h.  th^ 
Ormus,  had   the  refoluuLn  ,„        ^•"""">"«>r,.  from 
were  faluted  with  a  broadfide      Tu™"''   "'"'"'  ""«» 
=•  baule  that  was  mai^^!      j '  "''"^''  S'"*  occafion  to 
<=""  party,  dunn  ~'":    r,"\-<l"«' obftinacy,  b^ 
'"»-ere  cut  the  tble!  rf    ht     T*' *'^*"  ""=  P"" 
•hemfelves    of   .heir   frigL,    Iv  f   ""''  -''""S 

tofs  endured  by  the  Enghfl,  was  ,1.!,      l    '"'  «""*« 
m-ral,  who  was  fo  fevere  v  T      ^  ''^""'  "f^  'heir  ad- 
,  o"  his  paflage  to  thT  ftte     Th '''  ^^  '"«  "P-e^ 
W9  Portpguefe  prize.. Te  oJZf '"'"'''•  '»»fc 
're'jhted,    In  April  oJ  ,?  ''"''  "«  "''"ablv 

l>"ndred.    and    .wemy-Le    thrft°"%"""""-'''  «- 
proceeded  on  diiTeren,  vot^t ,  f'"  '^P''^"'''  '"d 
About  this  period    /  ^^"  W-  ,  r 

'^™'  '■"   'hat   countr7  o''e  ^h'"?  '"^  «"»  *«»Wifl,-     . 
^ventwasthefituation^fMrRo?"/  °'"''°"  "^  ""» 

(*)  Harris's  Call,  p.rt  ,  -  n    -^^  ^'^'' 

V.4.^p.;.3-;..-tedia,d.s^^^,iJ{:;^-^^^^^^^^^^ 
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lies,  who,  in  order  to  avoid  a  perfecution  on  account 
of  their  religious  principles,  had  retired  into  Holland, 
where  the  toleration  with  which  they  were  favoured 
was  not  fufficiently  powerful  to  fcreen  them  from  a 
multitude  of  hardfhips.  Concluding  that,  in  Ameri- 
ca, they  Ihould  not  only  enjoy  a  greater  liberty  of 
confcience,  but  become  enabled  to  make  ampler  pro- 
vifions  for  their  families,  they  applied  through  the 
intercefllon  of  the  fecretary.  Sir  Robert  Naunton,  to 
king  James,  who  declared  that  they  ihould  be  pro- 
teded  in  every  lawful  enterpriz«  which  they  might 
think  proper  to  undertake,  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

Accordingly,  Mr. ,  Brewfter,  (for  Mr.  Robinfon  did 
not  live  to  proceed  upon  the  voyage,)  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  company  for  an  extenfive  traft  of 
land,  in  the  fouth-weflern  parts  of  New-England,  and 
embarking,  with  his  aflbciates,  at  Delft,  direded  his 
courfe  to  Southampton,  from  whence,  after  having  been 
joined  by  another  ihip,  on  board  of  which  were  feve- 
ral  nonconformifls,  he  departed  for  America. 

At  the  commencement  of  November,  thefe  adven- 
turers arrived  at  Cape  Cod,  the  mod  remarkable  point 
of  NewrEngland  {h),  and  caft  anchor  in  the  bay, 
which  was  capable  of  containing  a  thoufand  fail,  and 
furrounded  by  fhores,  where  the  various  produce  of 
the  earth  was  difperfed  in  great  abundance. 

On 

(^)  It  was  their  intention  to  have  feated  themfelves  near 
Hudfon's  River  ;  but  their  Dutch  pilot  had  been  bribed  by 
his  countrymen  to  fteer  their  veffel  moi^e  to  the  Northward, 
and  not  to  touch  at  that  part  of  the  continent  of  which  they 
themfelves  intended  to  take  poffeflion.  This  they  afterwards 
effedled ;  but,  in  the  fequel,  were  difpoffefled  by  the  Eneli/h. 
who  called  the  country  New-York. 
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On  the  eleventh  of  November,  in  the  year,  one  thou- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty,  and,  previous  to  their 
landing,  they  drew  up,  and  figned  an  inftrument,  in 
which  they  declared  themfelves  to  be  Tubjeas  of  the 
crown  of  England,  joining  in  a  body-politic,  and  fo- 
lemnly  engaging  fubmiflion  to  the  Jaws  that  fliould 
from  time  to  time,  be  ena£l:ed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony.  When  thefc  forms  were  concluded,  they 
chofe  Mr.  John  Carver  to  be  their  governour. 

They,  next,  fent  out  parties,  in  order  that  they 
might  examine  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  deli- 
ver in  a  report  concerning  the  moft  proper  fpot  for  the 
eftablilhment  of  a  colony.  At  their  return,  the  whole 
company  were  fo  fatisfied  with  the.  refult  of  their  ob- 
fervations,  that  they  rcfolved  to  proceed,  as  foon  as 
poifible,  to  the  place  which  had  been  the  moft  ap- 
proved. Accordingly,  on  the  twenty-third  of  Decem- 
ber, they  vifited,  and  fixed  upon  an  eminence  on  the 
main  l^nd,  where,  formerly,  corn  had  grown,  and 
•which,  at  that  time,  was  watered  by  many  fprings. 
Near  it,  and  in  view  from  an  adjacent  hill  where  the 
Engli(h  intended  to  ere£t  a  fort,  was  a  capacious  bay, 
and  within  it  were  Rhode,  and  Elizabeth  iilands.  No 
tim^  was  now  loft  ;  a  neceffary  number  of  edifices 
were  conftru6^ed  ;  but,  in  order  that  as  few  as  poftible 
might  ferve,  the  colonifts  divided  themfelves  into  nine- 
teen families,  who,  after  an  afliduous  toil,  during  three 
months,  had  intirely  laid  the  foundations  of  a  town. 

Tlt^  land  immediately  adjoining  to  this  fpot  was 
uninhabited  ;  a  circumftance  which  (according  to  the 
information  of  a  favage,  who  arrived  amongft  the  Eng-? 
lifh,  with  offers  of  amity  from  the  next  adjacent 
peopled  country,)  was  owing  to  a  plague  which 
raged  until  the  mortality  had  become  univerfal. 
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'a9  the  colonifts  were  fettled  far  to  the  northward 
of  the  territory  for  which  they  had  engaged^  they 
'wanted  an  authority  to  confirm  them  in  their  pof- 
feifions ;  and  therefore,  it  was  agreed,  to  chufe,  until 
they  fliould  be  impowered  to  proceed  jegajly,  by  a 
charter  from  the  king,  a  fet  of  rulers,  who  were  to 
govern  them  as  nearly  confonant.  as  polTible  to  .the 
laws  of  England. 

In  the  following  year,  this  plantation,  which  wfts 
reinforced  by  thirty-five  men,  from  England,  and  fup- 
plied  with  all  neceffarics,  received  the  name  of  New- 
Plymouth,  in  New  England.  Soon  afterwards,  one  of 
the  Indian  princes  declared  war  ;  and  this  event  fug- 
gefted  to  the  English  the  neceflity  of  eredtng  forts,  in 
order  to  fecure  themfelves  againft  the  invafions  of 
their  enemies.  From  this  place,  were  gradually  made 
the  drafts  for  the  other  diftrids  of  the  country;  and 
on  fo  flight  a  foundation  arofe  that  province  which, 
until  a  late  melancholy  period,  was  equally  rismarkable 
for  its  profperity,  and  its  commerce. 

The  king  afterwards  confirnied  the  ppifeflion  to 
thefe  colonifts  by  a  patent,  and  (referving  the  fover 
reignty  to  the  crown  of  England,)  thereby  enabled 
them  to  eled  a  governour,  council,  and  a  general 
court,  in  the  manner  of  a  parliament,  who  ihould 
have  a  full  power  of  adminiftration,  and  execution, 
in  all  legal  cafes  whatfoever  (/) 

In  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
twenty,  captain  Roger  North,  the  brother  of  the 
lord  Dudley  North,  having  procured  a  patent  (not- 

VoL.  IV.  B  withftanding 

(i)  Smith's  general  hiftory  of  Virginia,  p.  230.— Bri- 
tiih  empire  in  America,  V.  i.  p.  28. — Introdu£tion  to  a 
coIle£tion  of  voyages,  p.  56. — Harris's  Coll.  Part  i.  p. 
8^a.— Purchas's  Pilgrims,  V.  4.  p.  1843. — Lediard-s  naval 
hiftory,  folio,  p.  463,  464. 
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withftanding  that  one  granted  to  captain  Harcoiirt  was 
ilill  in  force,)  and  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  company^ 
prepared  for  a  voyage  to  the  river  of  Amazons,  chiefly 
for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  on  the  adjacent  land,  and 
making  a  return  of  fuch  commodities  as  it  afforded. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  April,  he  fet  fail  from  Plymouth, 
accompanied  by  an  hundred,  and  twenty  gentlemesy 
exclufive  of  paflengers,  and  the  crews  belonging  to  a 
ihipi  a  pinnace,  and  two  fhallops.  In  the  courfe  of 
feven  weeks,  thefe  adventurers  approached  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and,  having  failed,  feveral  hundred 
leagues,  along  the  fhore,  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  difco- 
ver  a  fertile  country,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
courteous  in  their  manners.  Having  concluded  his 
commercial  negociations,  captain  North  left  the  ma- 
jority of  his  company  upon  the  fpot,  and  returned  to 
England  with  fuch  a  large  cargo  of  valuable  merchan- 
dize as  feemed  an  earneft  of  eafe,  and  opulence,  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life ;  but  the  infatuated 
James,  overpowered  by  the  artful  infmuations  of  Gon- 
domar,  the  Spanifh  ambaflador,  imprifoned  this  cele- 
brated adventurer,  and  detained  his  goods  until  they 
were  damaged,  and  unfit  for  fale.  This  aGt  of  op- 
preflion  retarded  the  continuance  of  his  projed;,  not- 
withftanding  that  feveral  of  his  company  remained  in 
the  country  of  the  Amazons,  during  a  confiderable 
time(/^). 

We  fliall  conclude  the  relation  of  the  naval  events 
of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twen^* 
ty,  with  a  brief  account  of  an  engagement  between 
the  Margaret  and  John,  an  Engli(h  ihip,  mounting 
eight  guns,  and  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred,  and 

fixty 


(k)  Smith's  general  hiftory  of  Virginia,  App.  p. 
Lediard's  naval  hiftorjr,  folio.  V.  a.  p.  465. 
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lixty  tons,  and  two  Spanifli  men  of  war,  each  of  the 
l)urtheii  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  carrying  fixteen 
J>rar8  cannons. 

'.The  Margaret  and  John,  connmanded  by  captain 
Chefter,  was  proceeding  to  Virginia,  at  once  fo  full  of 
paflengers,  and  deeply  laden,  as  to  be  judged  apparent- 
ly unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  engaging.  Near  the  ifland 
of  Dominica,  this  veflfel  was  intercepted,  and  attacked 
by  two  Spanifli  fliips,  at  a  time  when  war  had  not 
been  declared  againft  the  Englifli,  but  fo  gallantly  did 
the  latter,,  although  often  boarded  by  the  enemy, 
ftand  on  their  defence,  during  the  fpace  of  fix  hours, 
that  the  Spanifli  fliips  received  fuch  confiderable  da-<  • 
mage,  and  loft  fuch  numbers  of  their  crews,  that 
they  could  not,  without  difficulty,  bear  9way  from 
their  opponents.  On  the  day  following,  and  when 
their  veflels  had  been  refitted,  the  Spaniards  failed  near 
the  Englifli,  but  dreading  the  confequences  which  might 
refult  from  a  renewal  of  the  fight,  permitted  them  to  "• 
purfue  their  voyage  (/),  (w). 

B  %  To- 

(/)  Purchas's  Pilgrims,  V.  4.  p.  1780* — Smith's  general 
hiftory  of  Virginia,  p.  izS.-^—Lediard's  naval  Hiftory,  V. 
a.  Folio,  p.  465. 

(m)  The  following  is  a  continuation  of  the  lift  of  fup- 
plies  fent  to  Virginia,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dred, and  twenty-one  J  and  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred, 
and  twenty-two. 

Ships. 

1621,  May.    The  Eleanor 


:r-i 


July. 


Auguft. 


George 

Charles 

Marmaduke 

Temperance 

Warwick 

Tiger 


Burthen. 

Perfon 

Tons. 

30 

ip 

180 

120 

120 

80 

100 

80 

80 

50 

160 

100 

40 

40 
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Toward?  the  condufion  of  the  month  of  O€tohtr, 
in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty- 
one,  the  Jacob,  of  Bridol,  a  Hiip  of  the  burthen  of  one 
hundred,  and  twenty  tons,  was  overpowered,  and  ta- 
ken, after  a  fevere  engagement,  by  a  Coffair,  belong- 
ing to  Algiers.  The  Turks  took  out  of  this  prize  all  the 
cre^  excepting  four  perfons,  and  fent  on  board  of 
her  thirteen  of  their  own  men,  one  of  which  was  ap- 
pointed captain,  and  direded  to  fet  fail,  in  her,  for 
Algiers. 

On  the  fifth  night  from  their  departure,  a  violent 
ftorm  arofe,  and  the  four  EngliAimen,  to  whom  the 
dread  of  flavery  appeared  more  terrible  than  death, 
availed  themfelves  of  the  confufion  which  this  event 
occadoned,  in  order  to  regain  their  liberty.    Obferv- 
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1622,  April. 


May. 


Sea-Flower 

Flying-Hart 

Difcovery 

Bona  Npva 

Hopewell 
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Gift  of  God 

Primrofe 

Charity 
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Furtherance 
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Supplies  fent  by  the  company  to  the  Sommers  Iflands. 
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ing  that  the  captain  was  aflifting  his  companions  to 
ftrikc  the  fails,  they   ruflied,   fuddenly,    upon  him, 
and  puflied  him  overboard.    Having  feized  a  rope» 
the  end  of  whicih  lay  floating  on  the  ocdan,  he  ap- 
proached the  ihip*8   fide,    and  was  on  the  point  of 
climbing  up,  when  he  received  a  blo#,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  fell  backwards,  and,  thus  rendered  unable 
to  regain  his  hold,  foOn  periflied  amidft  the  waves. 
The  other  Turks,  engaged  in  attention  to  their  duty, 
were  ftrangers  to  the  calamity  which  befel  their  cap^ 
tain,  nor  fufpeded  an  infurre£^ion  from  the  Engliih, 
until  they  obferved  that  they  were  armed  with  cut- 
lafles,  which  they  had  feized  out  of  the  cabbin  be- 
longing to  the  matter.    After  a  feeble  oppoTition,  two 
of  the  pirates  were  flain  ;  a  third  jumped  overboard, 
and  was  drowned,  whilft  the  remaining  nine  fled,  for 
Ihelter,  below  the  hatchways,  and  were  immediately 
confined.     Thus  fuccefsful,  the  Engliih  dire€fced  their 
courfe  to  Saint  Lucar,  in  Spain,  where  the  Turks  were 
Told  to   fome  of  the   principal  inhabitants,  and  lan- 
guiflied,  afterwards,  under  that  flavery  which  they 
had  defigned  for  others  (n). 

On  the  firfl  of  November,  and  in  the  fame  year,  the 
Nicholas,  of  Plymouth,  a  Ihipof  the  burthen  of  forty 
tons,  and  commanded  by  John  Rawlins,  departed  for 
the  freights  in  company  with  the  Bonaventure,  of  the 
fame  port,  and  of  the  burthen  of  feventy  tons. 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  Engliih  arrived  within  (ight 
of  Gibraltar,  and  difcovered  five  (hips  in  full  fail  to- 
wards  them.  \n  a  ihort  time,  they  came  along 
fide,  hoifted  Tnrkiih  colours,  and  attacked,  and  took 
the  Nicholas,  and  the  Bonaventure.   The  lad  veflel  was 

B  3  the 


(«)  Harris's  Coll.  Part  i .  p.   370.— Lediard's  naval  hif- 
tory,  V.  a.  Folio,  p.  466. 
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the  prize  of  the  admiral,  who  put  on  (hore  twelve  of 
her  crew,  together  with  feveral  Englifhmen  who  had 
been  made  captives  during  a  previous  engagement. 
The  vice-admiral,  who  took  the  Nicholas,  direded 
that  Rawlins,  and  five  of  his  aflbciates,  (hould  be 
brought  on  board  of  his  Hiip,  and  that  three  Engliih- 
men,  and  a  boy,  fliould  remain  in  the  prize,  under 
the  guard  of  thirteen  Turks.  Towards  the  dofe  of  the 
fucceeding  night,  a  dreadful  tempeft  feparated  the 
vice-admiral  ihip  from  the  Nicholas.  On  the  twenty- 
fecond,  the  former,  having  Rawlins  on  board,  en- 
tered the  harbour  of  Algiers ;  and,  on  the  twenty-fixth, 
the  latter  arrived  within  the  road,  when  the  prifon- 
ers  were  all  condu£ted  to  the  Ba^aw,  who  chofe  the 
moil  robuft,  and  healthy  perfons  amongft  the  Englini- 
men,  and  gave  orders  that  the  reft  fliould  be  fold,  in 
the  public  market-place. 

As  Rawlins  had  loft  the  ufe  of  one  hand,  he  was 
purchafed  by  the  captain,  who  took  him,  at  a  low 
price,  and,  foon  afterwards,  on  account  of  his  infir-*^ 
mity,  fold,  together  with  two  of  the  crew  belonging 
to  the  Nicholas,  for  a  fmall  fum,  to  one  John  Goodall, 
an  Engiifli  Renegado,  who,  with  his  aflbciates,  had 
purchafed  the  Exchange,  of  Briftol,  a  fliip  formerly  ta* 
ken  by  the  pirates,  but  then  lying,  unrigged,  within 
the  Mole,  and  not  fufficiently  manned  for  the  purpofes 
of  a  voyage. 

On  the  feventh  of  January,  in  the  year,  one  thou- 
fand,  flx  hundred,  and  twenty  two,  the  Exchange, 
which  now  mounted  twelve  guns,  was  intirely 
equipped,  and  departed  on  a  cruize.  On  board,  were 
fixty-three  Turkifli  Moors,  nine  Engiifli  flaves ;  and  one 
Frenchman,  and  four  Hollanders,  who  were  free.  To 
ferve  as  gunners,  the  captain  had  procured  two  fol- 

diers. 
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diers,  the  one  an  Englilh,  and  the  other  a  Dutch  re- 
negado. 

Rawlins,  to  whon\  the  lofs  of  liberty  wai  rendered 
doubly  painful  by  the  refleflion  that  he  had  become 
the  flive  of  one  who  drew  his  firft  breath  within  the 
land   of   Freedom,  and    (hould    have   difdained  the 
thought  of  holding  a  felIow-rubje6t  in  captivity,  de« 
termined  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  firft  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  break  loofe  from  bondage.    For  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  had  fecretly  procured  ropes,  iron  crows,  and 
all  neceflary  implements,    in  order  to  clofe  up  the 
fcuttles,    gratings,    and  cabbins,    and  to    fecure  the 
captain,  and  all  his  company.    It  was  likewife  agreed 
amongft  his  afliftants,  that,  at  a  fignal  given,  the  Eng- 
li(h,  being   mafters    of  the  gun-room,  (hould  either 
blow  their  enemies  up  at  once,  or  deftroy  them,  as 
they  iflued  from  their  cabbins.    Rawlins,  cautioufly, 
and  by  degrees,  difcovered  his  intention!  to  the  four 
Hollanders,  w,ho  not  only  exprefTed  their  determina^ 
tion  to  join  him,  but  brought  over   to  his  party  the 
renegadoes,  their  countrymen,  whilft  the  Englifti  pre- 
vailed alfo  on  the  renegadoes  of  their  nation  to  co- 
operate in  the  enterprize. 

During  the  time  that  thefe  plans  were  in  agitation, 
Rawlins  perfuaded  the  captain,  who  had  already  pafled 
the  mouth  of  the  ftreights,  to  fteer  his  courfe  north- 
wards. On  the  fixteenth  of  February,  the  pirates 
feized  a  bark  belonging  to  Torbay,  and  laden  with  fait. 
On  board  of  this  prize,  (which  had  been  cleared  of  all 
the  crew,  except  a  mate,  and  two  mariners,)  were 
placed  ten  Turks,  together  with  the  Englifh,  and  the 
two  Dutch  renegadoes,  who  had  promifed  to  aiilft  in 
the  execution  of  the  plot.  Before  they  quitted  the 
ihip,  Rawlins  embraced  an  opportunity  of  afluring 
them  that  he  fliould  make  his  attempt,  either  during 

B  4  that. 
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that)  or  iht  fueceediiig  night.  He  likewife  informed 
them  what  fignal  would  be  given  immediately  pre- 
vious to  the  ot>ening  of  the  enterprize,  and  ftrongty 
recommended  to  them  that  they  it^obld  fet  every  fail> 
and  n<ger  towards  the  £ngli(h  coaft. 

On  'the  following  morning,  the  prize  was  out  of 
fight,  and  the  captain  of  the  Exchange,  inhamed  with 
rage  at  thecohdii^  of  thofe  whom  he  had  appoint- 
ed to  take  care  of  h^r,  indnuated  that;  it  was  his  de- 
teirmination  to  return  immediately  to  Algiers.  Rawlins 
w^s  now  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  improving  the 
prefisnt  moment.  He,  therefore,  informed  the  captain 
that  much  water  was  in  the  hold,  but  that  it  did  not 
reach  the  pumps,  becaufe  the  fhip  had  too  deep  a  lad- 
ing near  the  head.  Deceived  by  this  report,  the 
latter  gave  orders  that  four  guns  ihould  be  removed 
tov/ards  the  ftern,  and  accordingly,  two  were  placed 
in  front  of  ihe  binnacle,  and  two  in  the  ileerage. 
Rawlins,  having  procured  as  much  powder  as  was  ne- 
ce(ikry  to  prime  the  pieces,  reprefented  to  the  captain 
the  expediency  that ^  in  order  to  right  the  fhip,  all 
hands  ihould  be  employed  at  the  pump.  During  this 
operation,  he  procured  two  lighted  matches,  and  left' 
they  Ihouki  be  difcovered,  fecreted  one  within  a  can, 
and^  the  other  between  two  fpoons.  Soon  afterwards, 
he  dlfcharged  a  gun,  by  the  fliot  from  which  the 
binnacle  was  broken  ail  to  pieces.  At  this  report,  the 
Engliih  immediately  aflembled,  and  cleared  the  hold  of 
the  Moors,  and  Turks,  who  had  been  left  below,  ITie 
captain,  and  his  adherents,  now  endeavoured  to  feize 
the  Englifh  who  were  flationed  between  the  decks ; 
but  fo  gallant,  and  efie£tual  was  their  refiilance,  that 
feveral  of  the  former  were  killed  by  the  difcharge  of 
mufquets,  through  the  gratings,  and  the  furvivors 
cried  out  for  mercy.  •  They  were  direded  by  their 
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conquerors  to  go  down  fingly  into  the  hold,  where  (fo 
criminally  ungovernable  was  the  rage  of  Rawlins,  and 
his  affociates!)  many  were  maflacred,  and  the  mod 
intimidated,  to  avoid  fliaring  the  fame  fate,  plunged  at 
once  into  the  oceant  Out  of  forty-five,  no  more  than 
fix  were  faved.  Amongft  thefe  was  the  captain, 
who,  together  with  his  companions,  was  conveyed  by 
Rawlins,  and  his  brave  adherents,  to  Plymouth,  where 
they  arrived,  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  in  the  year. 
One  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-two. 

The  Torbay  bark  arrived  fafely  at  Penzance,  in  Corn- 
wall, and  either  fo  artfiil  were  the  Engiifli,  or  fuch  was 
the  ignorance  of  the  Turks,  that  the  latter  were  pcr- 
fuaded  that  the  veffel  was  failing  towards  Algiers,  un- 
til the  day  that  they  approached  the  fliore.  'At  this 
period,  they  attempted  to  refift,  but  were  overpow- 
ered, and  confined  underneath  the  gratings.  When 
the  Engiifli  had  caft  anchor,  the  Turks  were  landed, 
and  afterwards  fent,  as  prifoners,  to  Exeter  (0). 

During  the  courfe  of  this  year.  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges,  who  had  fuperintended  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs  in  New-England,  refie6ting  on  the  extent  of 
the  bounds  which  had  been  fixed  to  the  plantations  in 
thofe  parts,  and  the  flow  progrefs  of  all  enterprizes 
for  the  e(bblifliment  of  colonies,  fuggefted  to  Sir 
William  Alexander,  a  member  of  the  privy  council, 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and, 
afterwards.  Earl  of  Stirling,  the  expediency,  and  ad- 
vantage of  introduring  another  fettlement  in  that 
country.  Accordingly,  a  patent  was  obtained,  and  a 
fliip  failed,  with  coionifls,  for  Nova  Scotia,  which - 
place  was  to  be  holden  by  Sir  William,  of  the  crown  of 

Scot- 


(0)  Harris's  Coll.   Part.  1   p.  370. 
tory,  V.  «.  Folio,  p.  466,  467,  468. 
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Scotland,  and  governed  by  the  laws  peculiar  to  that 
kingdom.  ' 

The  veflfel,  which  had  proceeded  too  late  from  Eng- 
land, was  forced  to  winter  at  Newfoundland.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  enfiiing  fpring,  the  colonifts 
renewed  their  voyage,  and,  having,  on  their  arrival 
at  the  deftined  port,  fixed  on  a  fpot  proper  for  a  fet- 
tlement,  returned  to  England,  fully  refolved  to  revifit 
the  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  and  carry 
thither  whatfoever  might  be  neceflary  for  the  execu- 
tion of  their  enterprizes. 

Yet  the  affairs  of  this  plantation  were  not  profper- 
ous  ;  and,  although  feveral  (hips  reforted  thither  from 
England,  for  the  purpofe  of  exchanging  merchandize  ; 
yet  neither  the  Englifh,  nor  the  Scotch,  were  able  to 
introduce  a  fettlement,  and  the  French  availing  them- 
felves  of  this  circumdance,  took  pofTefllon  of  the 
country,  and  ere&ed  fortifications  at  Port-Royal,  on 
the  northern  fide  of  Funda  Bay,  and  in  forty-five  de- 
grees of  north  latitude.  It  is  needlefs  to  acquaint  the 
reader  that  this  place  was  retaken  by  the  Englifh,  and, 
afterwards,  recovered  by  the  French,  who  held  it  during, 
feme  time  {p). 

We  now  proceed  to  a  continuance  of  the  relation  of 
the  affairs  of  Virginia.  The  rapid  increafe  of  po- 
pulation, and  the  long,  and  uninterrupted  peace 
which,  from  the  ^ra  of  the  marriage  between  Rolfe, 
and  Pocahontas,  had  been  obferved  by  the  Indians,  and 
the  cotonifls,  proved  the  means  of  fuggefting  to  the 
laft-,  ideas  of  fecurity  as  fatal  as  they  were  groundlefs. 
Accuflomed  to  mix  with  the  Englifh  at  their  enter-^ 

tainments. 

(f>)  Harris's  Coll.    Part  i.  p.   859. — Britifh  Empire  in 
America,  V.  i.  p.  20— Purchas's  Pilgrims,  V.  4.  p.  1871.  ^ 
— Lediard'snaval  Hiftory,  V.  3.  Folio,  p.  468. 
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tainments,  to  join  in  all  their  occupations,  to  enter 
their  houfes  at  difcretion,  to  fleep  with  them  under 
the  fame  roof,  and  to  examine,  and  ufe  the  various 
implements  which  they  had  brought  from  Europe,  the 
Indians  were  not,  at  any  period,  ftrangers  to  their  pur-  . 
fuits,  and  knew,  almoft  without  the  trouble  of  in- 
quiry, whether  they  were  at  home,  or  in  the  woods, 
in  bodies,  or  difperfed,  in  a  fituation  of  defence,  or 
totally  unguarded.  Growtt  expert  in  the  management 
of  fire-arms,  they  not  only  fuppofed  themfelves  fuffi- 
ciently  formidable  to  contend  againft  the  colonifts,  but 
fecrctly  wifhed  for  an  opportunity  to  perpetrate  the  . 
mod  violent  and  barbarous  hoflilities. 

A  melancholy  event  foon  gave  occafion  to  the  in- 
dulgence of  their  wiihes.  An  Indian,  who  had  mur- 
dered his  mafter,  an  European,  was  (hot  by  two  boys, 
the  fervants  of  the  deceafed.  The  whole  race  of  Sa- 
vages, fired  with  revenge,  now  determined  to  engage 
in  a  general  maiTacre  of  the  Englifh,  and,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  their  purpofes,  had  fixed  on  the  forenoon  of 
the  twenty-fecond  of  March,  a  time  when  the  ob- 
jed:s  of  their  barbarity,  working  in  their  plantations, 
would  be  at  once  defencelefs,  and  difperfed.  This 
dreadful  enterprize  was  to  extend,  in  the  fame  inftant, 
to  all  the  feveral  fettlements,  excepting  that  which  was 
fituated  on  the  eaftern  fhore. 

In  the  preceding  afternoon,  the  favages,  the  more 
eifeftu^ly  to  colour  their  defigns,  prefented  the  Eng- 
lifh with  deer,  turkies,  fifli,  and  fruits,  but  bor- 
rowed their  canoes,  in  which  they  crofled  the  river, 
for  the  purpofe  of  advifing  with  a  neighbouring  race 
of  Indians,  concerning  the  propereft  meafures  for  the 
accomplifliment  of  their  execrable  confpiracy.  On 
the  morning  of  the  mafTacre,  they  mixed,  unarmed, 
amongft  the  colonlAs,  partook  of  their  repafts,  and 
^  .  pre- 
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preferved  every  feigned  appearance  of  ^eedom,  and 
of  friendfh'o.  When  the  time  approached  for  the 
perpetration  of  their  defign,  they  gradually  with- 
drew, but,  on  a  fudden,  returned  with  hatches,  axes, 
and  fire-arms,  and,  rulhing  upon  the  Englifh,  with* 
out  regard  to  either  fex,  or  age,  deftroyed  all  who 
fell  within  their  power.  Some  who  made  a  brave,  and 
early  refiftance,  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape. 

In  the  lift  taken  of  the  Chriftians  who  were  murder- 
ed, during  the  courfe  of  that  morning,  the  number 
amounted  to  three  hundred,  and  forty-feven,  moft  of 
whom  died  of  wounds  given  with  their  own  inftru- 
ments,  and  working  tools.  The  maflacre  would  have 
been  more  general,  but  that  the  plot  was  providentially 
difcovered,  during  the  night,  which  preceded  the  exe-  ' 
cution  of  it,  by  a  faithful  Indian  to  his  mafter,  Mr. 
Pace.  To  this  timely  information,  James-Town,  and 
the  neighbouring  fettlements,  were  indebted  for  their 
fafety.  The  Englifti  were  now  become  fo  exafperated 
againft  the  favages  that  they  prepared  for  open  war, 
nor  did  they  abftain  from  the  commiffion  of  the  moft 
violent  hoftilities,  until  the  nations  concerned  in  the 
detefted  maflacre  had  been  totally  extirpated  (^). 

The  calamities  by  which  Virginia  was  affliSed  (b 
terrified  the  majority  of  the  furviving  colonifts,  that  a 
multitude  of  families  retired  haftily  to  the  coafts  of 
Carolina,  and  fettled  in  the  province  of  Mallica,  near 
the  head  of  the  river  of  May,  where  they  per^rmed 
the  offices  of  miifionaries  amongft  the  Mallicans,  .and 
the  Apalachites,  whofe  fovereign  they  are  recorded  to 
have, baptized.  Such  was  the  occaiion  of  the  firft 
Englilh  fettlement,  in  thefe  parts,  but  it  was  not  until 

a  later 
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(j)  Smith's  general  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  p.  i44.-^Ledi- 
ard's  naval  Hiftory,  V.  2.    Folio,  p.  468,  469. 
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a  later  period  that  a  regular  fjftem,  either  of  polity, 
or  of  commerce,  was  introduced  amongft  the  colo- 
nifts  (r). 

In  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty- 
three,  happened  the  dreadful  maflfacre,  at  Amboyna.  Of 
this,  we  ihall  prefent  the  reader  with  a  full,  and  impar- 
tial relation,  becaufe  (to  borrow  the  language  of  a 
naval  writer  (/),)  it  gave  birth  to  that  hatred  which  the 
£ngli(h  had  conceived  againft  the  Dutch  j  an  hatred 
long  in  its  duration,  and  fatal  in  its  eStOs,  By 
a  treaty  concluded  between  Great  Britain,  and  the 
United  Provinces,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dred, and  nineteen,  i|t  was  ftipulated  that  the  Dutch 
ihould  enjoy  two  thirds,  and  the  Englifti  one  of  the 
trade  carried  on  at  Amboyna.  In  purfuance  of  this 
agreement,  fadiories  were  not  only  ere&ed  in  that 
ifland,  but  in  other  places.  The  Dutch,  who -beheld 
with  envy,  and  malevolence,  the  conveniencies  of 
their  fituation,  and  the  progrefs  of  their  commerce, 
were  determined  inftantly  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as 
ihould  effcd  the  extirpation  of  the  Englifh.  Accord- 
ingly, under  pretence  that  a  confpiracy  was  forming, 
they  feized  the  chief  perfons  in  the  fa^ory,  and,  by 
torture,  wrung  from  them  a  confeflion  of  crimes 
which  they  never  had  conmiitted.  This  abandoned 
procefs  was  followed  by  the  execution  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  Englifli ;  but  the  Dutch,  under  the  fpecious 
ihew  of  clemency,  agreed  to  difcharge  the  reft. 
They,  notwithftanding,  entered  forcibly  into  poiTeT- 
fion  of  all  the  other  fadories  belonging  to  the  Englifh, 
on  the  iflands  which  produced  fpice,  and  thus  mono- 
polized 

(r)  BritiHi  Empire  in  America,  V.  i.  p.  329. — Lediard's 
naval  Hiftory,  V.  2    Folio,  p.  469. 
(j)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  34. 
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polized  that  valuable  article  of  commerce.    That  thefe 
miferable  vidims  to  the  avarice,   and    barbarity  of 
their  perfecutors,  were  abfolutely  innocent.  Teemed  evi- 
dent Irom  circumftances  that  could  not  be  conteflied. 
The  Englifli  had  only  few  houfes  wherein  their  fado- 
ries  were   eftablifhed  ;  but  the  Dutch  had  rendered 
themfelves,   by  the  conftruftion  of   (Irong  fortreffes, 
too  powerful  to  be  refifted.     The  number  of  the  Eng- 
lifli did  not  exceed  twenty.    In  the  caille  belonging  to 
the  Dutch,  were  two  hundred  foldiers  ;  and,  within 
the  harbour,  rode  eight  large  fliips  of  war.    At  the 
place  of  execution,  the  prifoners  prot^flled  folemnly 
that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the  crimes  which  had  been 
alledged  againft  them,  and,  wOukl  have  taken  the  fa- 
crament  on  the  truth  of  their  aflertions,  but  that  the 
Dutch  prevented  them  from  receiving  it  (/). 
.    To  place  this  abominable  tranfa^liion  in  the  clearefl 
point  of  view,  we  fliall,  firft,  tranfcribe   an  account 
which  hath  been  delivered   by  a  profefled  advocate 
lor  the  Hollanders  (u),  and  next,  infert,  with  fome 
ncceflary  alterations,  a  narrative  of  proceedings,  taken 
from  the  depoHtions  of  fix  Englifli  fa^ors^  where- 
of four  were  condemned,  and  pardoned,  and  the  re- 
maining two  acquitted,  at  Amboyna.    All  of  thefe  were 
^at  their  return,  examined  upon  oath,  in  the  Englifli 
court  of  Admirahy. 

**  The  ifland  of  Amboyna  was,  during  a  long  time, 
**  the  fubjeft  of  difpute  between  the  Dutch,  and  the 
**  Englifli.    The  Eaft-India  company,  who  had  made 

**  them- 
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(t)  See  a  Pamphlet  entitled  "  A  true  relation  of  the  un- 
juft,  cruel,  and  barbarous  proceedings  againft  the  Engliih, 
at  Amboyna,"  publifhed  by  authority.    1624.  Quart*.    ^ 

(«)  M.  Bafnage.  Arinales  des  .Viov>iices  Unies.  V.  i.  p. 
1 29,— Coke's  Deteftion  of  the  Court,  and  ftate  of  Eng- 
land, p.  96.  97.  ' 
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"  themfelvcs  the  matters  of  it,  entered  into  treaty 
"  with  the  Englifli,  for  the  purpofe  of  driving  out  the 
•*  Portuguefe,  and  Spaniards  ;  and  by  one  of  its  arti- 
**  clesj  they  agreed  to  furnifli  ten  Ihips  of  war  to 
"  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  enterprizc.  When 
**  the  neceffary  preparations  for  this  armament  were 
**  negleaed,  the  king  of  Ternate,  taking  an  advantage 
"  of  the  weaknefs  which  this  omiifion  had  occadon- 
**  ed,  agreed  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  with  the  Spani- 
**  ards,  and,  forming  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Ti- 
'*  dore,  the  declared  enemy  of  the  Dutch,  attacked  the 
••  fevcral  iflands  dependant  on  Amboyna.  Having  re- 
«*  duced  them,  he  determined  to  direft  his  hottilities 
**  againft  the  citadel,  and  in  this  defign,  the  Engliih 
**  are  reported  to  have  been  concerned,  and  deteded  by 
•*  a  Japanefe.  The  governour  heard  from  all  quar^ 
'<  ters  that  the  Englifh  had  taken  poflfeiTion  of  jthe  cita- 
**  del.  Aftonittied  at  thefe  reports,  which  were,  not- 
"  withttanding,  falfe,  he  took  meafures  for  his  de- 
'<  fence,  and  gave  orders  that  the  Japanefe  fliould  be 
'*  apprehended,  and  brought  before  him.  This  man 
'*  confefied  that  the  Englilh  were  engaged  in  a  confpi- 
"  racy  againft  the  governor ;  that,  during  the  ab- 
**  fence  of  this  officer,  the  citadel  was  to  be  feized, 
**  and  that  the  Japanefe  had  promifed  to  affift  in  the 
**  execution  of  the  defign.  The  governour  immedi> 
**  ately  arretted  every  individual  who  was  charged  with 
"  having  entered  into  the  confpiracy.  The  Englitti 
**  cohfetted  that  their  factor  had  obliged  them  to  fwear, 
**  upon  the  gofpel,  that  they  never  would  reveal  the 
**  fecret.  They,  notwithftanding,  violated  their  oaths, 
**  and  (igned  their  confeflions,  which,  by  fome  of 
*^  the  criminals,  were  made  freely,  whitft  the  reft 
**  felt  themfelves  cdnttrained  thereto,  by  the  violence 
f*  of  the  torture.    They  were  all  executed,  and  this 

"  tranf- 


It  MEMOIRS    OP'   r  J I 

"  tranfa£tion  is  ufually  called  the  maflacre  of  Amboy- 
**  na.  The  Englilh  have  always  maintained  that  the 
*'  crime  was  purely  imaginary,  and  only  made  ufe  of 
*'  as  a  pretext  to  facrifice  fome  of  their  fellow  fubjeds 
**  to  the  vengeance  of  a  govemour  ;  and,  therefore, 
"  they  continued  to  demand  fatisfa€tion  for  this  lofs 

,  **  from  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twen- 
**  ty-three,  to  the  year  one  thoufand,  fix  iiundred, 
**  and  feventy-two,  when,  fuch  was  the  indifferent 
**  (late  of  their  aftah-s,  that  they  were  ^lad  to  relin- 

,  **  quifli  their  compkints."  '* 

^  We  now  proce«Jd  to  the  fecotid  narrative.  •*  At  kh* 
•*  commencement  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
•*  dred,  and  twenty-three,  a  moft  truel  fcene  was  afiked 
"  at  Amboyna,  one  of  the  Sind«  iflands,  lying  near 
"  the  Mokecas,  in  the  Eaft-Indtes.  A  treaty  had 
**  been  concluded  in  the  year,  one  tfaoufand,  fix  hun- 
"  dred,  and  nineteen,  between  England,  and  the  United 
*'  Provinces,  by  which  it  was  determined  that,  in  con- 

.  **  fideration  of  the  fevere,  loflcs,  and  enormous  ex- 
*'  pences  incurred  by  the  Dutch,  in  turning  the  chan- 
<*  nel  of  trade  in  the  iflands  of  the  Moluccas,  Banda^ 
**  and  Amboyna,  from  the  Spaniards,  and  Portuguefe, 
"  they  ihould  enjoy  two  thirds  of  that  commerce, 
^*  whilft  the  Englifh  might  keep  pofleflion  of  the  re- 
**  maining  third." 

*'  In  purfuance  of  this  agntement,  Englifli  fa8;ories 
"  were  eftablifhed  at  the  Moluccas,Banda,  and  Amboy- 
*<  na,  the  laftof  which  is  the  principal  place  in  the 

.**  Eaft-Indies,  where  grow  the  mace,  nutmegs,  cin- 
"  namon^  and  cloves.  Scarcely  had  the  Englilh  been 
"  fettled  at  thefe  iflands,  during  two  years,  when  the 
*'  Dutch,  in*  order  to  deprive  them  of  their  fhare  in 
**  the  fpice-trade,  pretended  that  they  had  engaged 
*'  with  the  natives  in  a  confpiracy,  and  that  they  had 

"  formed 
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**  formed  a  defign  of  feiiing  the  citadel,  and  forcing 
•*  all  the  garrifon>  together  with  every  fubjea  of  the 
"  United  States  to  depart  immediately  for  Europe*  This 
'<  charge  will  be  deemed  the  more  abfurd,  when  it  is 
*<  reileaed  that  only  twenty  Englifli  refided  at  Amboyna, 
"  and  that  the  Dutch  had,  under  their  command,  a  mi- 
litary force  confiding  of  two  hundred  foldiers,  and, 
likewife,  eight  powerful  Ihips,  at  anchor  within  the 
"  harboun  It  is,  here^  neceflary  to  premife  that,  on 
«  the  eleventh  of  February,  a  Japanefe,  who,  during 
<<  the  night,  was  walking  on  the  rampart  at  Amboyna, 
«  propofed  to  the  Dutch  fentinei  fome  queftions  con- 
«*  cerning  the  ftrength  of  the  caftle,  and  the  garrifon 
'*  within  it.  His  inquiries,  fo  far  from  being  criminal, 
*<  were  not  improper,  as  he  wifhed  to  underfUnd  the 
"  eourfe  of  the  military  watches,  and  the  ftrength  of 
*'  that  aid  which  he  might  expe^,  in  cafe  of  any  fud- 
'*  den  attack  in  that  quarter  Where,  as  a  foldier,  he 
**  was  accufliomed  to  ferve  the  Dutch.  Thefe  barbari- 
"  ans,  who  had  long  waited  for  a  pretence  to  perfecute 
**  the  Englifii,  availed  themfelves  of  this  opportunity, 
'<  apprehended  the  Japanefe,  and  by  inflicting  on  him 
"  the  fevereft  tortures,  compelled  him  to  declare  that 
*'  he,  together  with  a  number  of  his  countrymen,  had 
**  been  engaged  by  all  the  Engliih  to  aifift  in  the  intend- 
**  ed  redudion  of  the  citadel.  Soon  afterwards, 
"  others  of  the  Japanefe  were  imprifoned,  ftretched 
*'  upon  the  rack,  and  compelled  to  give  fuch  evidences 
«  as  the  Dutch  thought  fit  to  didate.  A  Portuguefe, 
*'  the  guardian  of  the  (laves  belonging  to  the  citadel, 
**  was  alfo  interrogated  at  the  fame  time." 

*'  During  the  examination,  which  lafted  nearly  four 

"  days,  the  Englifh  went  freely  to  the  caftle,  and  re- 

'*  ceived  intelligence  of  thefe  alarming  meafures,  yet, 

"  being  confcious  of  their  innocence,  they  made  no 

Vol.  IV.  C  "at- 
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"attempt  to .  fave  themrelv.«s  b(y  flight.  Atthispe 
"  riod»  Abel  Prtce»  the  furgeda  to  the  Engltih  ffi^tory^ 
''  being  imprifoned  in  the  caftle^  for  having  attempt^' 
*V  edy  during  a  fit  of  intoxication^  to  fet  .fire  to.  Atf 
"  edifice,  inhabited  by  the  Dutch,  Was:  infornied' that 
*'  the  Japanefe,  who  were  brought  before  hirii,  iaii- 
'*  guilbing  under  the  effeds  of  the  cruelties  whibh 
"  they  had  endured,  confefled  that  the  Ehgliih  had:en- 
'*  gaged  in  a  confpiracy,  for  the  purpofe  of  taiung  pdf- 
"  feifion,  by  violence,  of  the  caille;  and  he.  was  alio 
'.'  threatened  with  puniihments  equally  fcyere,  unlelV 
"he  made  depofitions  to  the  fame  effeffc  as  thqfe 
*'  which  had  been  given  by  the  Japanefe.  At  firft,  he' 
S'  perfifted  not  only  in  declaranons  of  his  ownihno- 
"  bence,  but  affirmed  that  his  aii'ociates  were  free  from 
*^  their  imputed  guilt.  On  the  fifteenth  of  February, 
'^  and  when-  the  torture  was  infilled,  his  refolutioii 
**  failed.  He  confefled  to  every  queftion  that  was 
**alked." 

*-  **  Captain  Towerfon,  and  the  reft  of  the  English  fe- 
"  Tiding  within  the  Jown,  were  now  fent  for,  and  all; 
'*  except  one,  attended  on  the  governour.  He  fpbke  in 
**  general  terms  concerning  the  accufation  which  was 
«  lodged  againft  them,  and  then  gave  orders  for  their 
-*'  imprifonment,  until  the  day  of  trial.  The  Engf 
**  liihman  who  had  abiented  himfclf,  was  next  arretted, 
**  at  his  -own  dwelling.  His  merchandize,  together 
**  with  that  of  his  aflbciates,  was  taken  into  cuftody, 
**  by  inventory ;  and  all  the  chefts,  boxes,  books, 
**  writings,  and  other  articles,  were  carefully  fecured. 
"  Captain  Towerfon  was  committed  a  clofe  prifoner  to 
"  his  chamber,  and  ftri6ily  watched  by  a  guard  of 
"  Dutch  foldiers.  Emanuel  Thompfon  was  detained 
"  within  the  caftle ;  and  John  Beaumont,  Edward  Col- 
lins,'William  Webber,  Ephraim  Ramfay,  Timothy 

'  **  Johnfon, 
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Johnfon,  John  Fardo,  and  Robort  Brown,  th*  re- 
maining fevcn,  were  fent  on  board  pf  the  Dutch  (h/p% 
and  immediately  put  in  irons.  On  the  fame  day,  the 
govemour  difpatched  an  armed  party  Ho  the  two 
lefler  factories  in  the  fame  ifland,  and  gave  orders 
for  the  opprehenfion  of  G)I{lon,  Clarke,  and  Sharrock, 
at  Kitto  ;  and  of  Coflins,  Webber  and  Sadler,  at  Lari-^ 
ca.  Thefe,  on*  the  fixteenth,  were  brought,  prifonersy 
to  the  caftle.  At  the  fame  time,  three  EngliAun^n 
were  feized  at  Cambello,  and  three  more  at  Loho, 
two  fmall  faSories.  On  the  twentieth,  they  arcivcc^, 
in  chains,  at  Amboyna." 

"  As,  in  order  to  ftiorten  their  excruciating  tor- 
ments, the  Japanefe,  and  othertf  declared  their 
knowledge  of  incidents  which  never  exifted,  il? 
was  imagined  that  the  EngKfh,  if  expofed  to  the  fame 
cruelties,  would  unanimoufly  confefs  that  they  had> 
been  guihy  of  the  crimes  alledged  againft  thdm.'^ 
Accordingly,  their  inhuman  perfecutors  proceeded  to 
infli£l  the  torture.  Each  devoted  vi^^im  was  firfl^ 
obliged  to  fufpend  himfelf  by  his  hands,  from  the 
top  of  a  large,  and  lofty  door.  In  this  pofition, 
he  was  fattened  by  two  Staples  of  Iron,  when  his 
arms  were  Aretched  out  to  an  extent  as  great  a$ 
could  pofTibly  be  attained.  His  legs  were  next 
raifed  to  the  heighth  of  two  feet,  and  diftended,  with 
equal  violence,  to  a  fimiiar,  and  iparallel  diflance. 
A  cloth  was  now  bound  about  his  neck,,  and  face, 
•fo  clofely  that  no  water  could  glide  down  the  outer 
fide  of  it.  Drops  of  water  were  then  poured  gently 
on  his  head,  until  the  whole  quantity  which  had  ' 
fallen  rofe  within  the  foldings  of  the  cloth  fome- 
what  higher  than  his  head.  During  this  dreadful 
fituation,  it  was  impoflible  that  he  could  draw 
breath,  and  not  fuck  in  the  water,  which,  ftill  trick- 
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'*  ling  down,  forced  the  inward  parts,  gu(hed  from  his 
**  nofe,  ean,  and  eyes,  and^  at  length,  threw  him  in- 
"  to  faintine  fits.  At  this  jundure,  he  was  let  down, 
"and  fufFmd  to  difcharge  the  water  from  his  (lo- 
**  mach.  When  only  (lightly  recovered,  he  again 
**  endured  the  fame  tormenting  operations ;  and  thefe 
"  were  repeated  until  his  eyes  had  darted  from  their 
"  fockets,  and  his  body  became  diftended  to  an  enor- 
"  mous  fize.  If,  ftill,  his  fortitude  could  rife  fuperior 
**  to  fuch  excefs  of  agony,  and  he  difdained  to  pur- 
<'  chafe  a  relief  from  it,  by  unjuftly  loading  either  his 
"  countrymen,  or  himfelf  with  accufations,  he  was 
"  again  drawn  to  bear  anguiih  of  a  feverer  kind. 
"  Lighted  candles  were  placed  underneath  his  arm- 
"  pits,  his  elbows,  the  foles  of  the  feet,  and  the 
**  palms  of  the  hands.  When  the  flame  was  extin- 
"  guifhed,  by  the  melting  matter  dropping  from  the 
**  flefli,  the  candles  were  again  lighted ;  nor  did  the 
**  barbarians  admit  a  difcontinuance  of  this  horrid 
*'  procefs,  until  the  parts  were  burned  nearly  to  the 
**  bone.  Leading  queftions  were  now  put  to  the  dif- 
*'  trafted  fufferer,  and  fuch  interpretations  were  given 
**  to  his  anfwers  as  rendered  them  adequate  to  the 
*'  mod  ample  confeflion  of  his  guilt.  He  was  now 
'^conveyed  to  a  dark  dungeon,  where  he  remained, 
**  during  five  days,  a  miferable,  and  loathfome  obje£t, 
"  naked,  debarred  from  the  attendance  of  a  furgeon, 
*'  to  drefs  his  wounds,  and  fcarcely  fupplied  with  nou- 
"  rifhment  fufficient  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life. 
'*  Thefe  execrable  perfecutors  appear  to  have  been 
'*  (killed  in  all  the  wild  varieties  of  cruelty ;  and  we 
**  learn  from  the  melancholy  hiftory  of  the  wretched 
"  vidims,  that  ■  when  their  toes,  and  fingers  had 
*'  been  flit,  and  their  breafts  deeply  lanced,  the  wounded 
<*  parts  were  filled  with  gunpowder,  and  fet  on  fire." 
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«  Amongft  the  Engliih,  Coflins,  Johnfon,  Citf k,  and 
**  Thompfon,  endured  the  various  tortures  to  the  laft 
"  extremity,  and  until  they  were  feduced  into  a  con- 
**  feflion  of  guilt  which  they  had  never  praQifed,  en- 
"  couraged,  or  difcovered.    Brown,  Collins,  Wetherell, 
''  I*  ardo,  and  others,  were  difarmed,  at  the  expiration 
"  of  an  hour,  of  that  Chriftian  fortitude  with  which 
**  they  had  fupported  the  excefs  of  agony ;  and  bore 
**  teftimony  to  the  abfurdeft  falTittes.    The  reil«  at 
**  once  intimidated  by  the  fufferings  of  their  aflbci- 
**  ates,  delivered  an  evidence  as  agreeable  to  the  wiflies 
**  of  their  judges,  as  it  was  wide  from  truth.    Yet, 
"  the  majority,  at  the  time  of  their  examination,  whe- 
*'  ther  before,  or  after  the  forced  confeflion  of  a  dedgn 
**  to  feize  the  caftle,  proteAed  that  they  were  innocent, 
'*  and  affirmed  that  by  delivering  depofitions  againft 
<*  others,  they  had  Cicrificed  all  honefty,  and  friend- 
'*  (hip,  to  their  private  feelings.    When  Colfon,  Grigs, 
**  and  Fardo,  were  brought  forward,  in  order  that  they 
**  might  confront  Towerfon,  who  folemidy  afierted  that 
"  he  was  guiltlefs,  they  fell  on  their  knc^,  and,  after 
"  having  prayed  to  the  Supreme  Bb in g  for  the  par- 
*'  don  of  their  fins^  declared  that  their  whole  evidoice 
"  was  falfe,  and  ^ven  only  to  efcape  from  that  terri- 
"  ble,  but  undeferved  punilhment  which  had  been  in- 
"  Aided  on  their  companions.    Yet,  in  the  next  mo- 
**  ment,  when  thefe  affrighted  wretches  were  threaten- 
"  ed  with  the   torture,  they  renewed   their  aflirma- 
**  tions  to  all  their  former  pretended  confeffions.*' 

"  It  is,  however,  neceflary  to  remark  that  all  the 
*<  E^glifh  who  were  iientence.d  to  jbe  executed  (x),  did, 

^3  "  from 


(x)  Some,  through  the  intereft  of  their  Dutch  friends,  re- 
ceived a  pardon  ;  and  others,  in  confequence  of  the  fame 
tnediation,  were  acquitted. 


3«  M  E  M  O  I  R  S    O  F    '  « 

•*  from  that  period,  iblemnly  aflert,  on  their  hopes  of 
"  pardon,  and  falvation,  that  they,  and  thofe  devoted 
"  individuals  whom  they  had  accuted,  were  not  guilty 
•*  of  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  to  fufFer.  Thiis, 
**  at  the  end  of  this  fchedule,.  captain  Towerfon  writes '; 
'*  ('  I  am  not  guilty  of  that  which  is  laid  to  my  charge, 
**  and  for  which  l  am  condemned  to  die.')  Grigs, 
**  who  had  accufed  Towerfon,  inierted  within  his  ta- 
**  ble-book,  the  following  memorandum,  which  was 
"  figned  by  himfelf,  and  by  Beaumont,  Price,  and 
**  Brown :  (*  By  extreme  torture,  we  have  been  coii- 
•*  ftrained  to  utter  what  we  never  meant ;  and  we  take 
**  it  ujion  our  deaths,  that  we  periih  guiltlefs  of  the 
**  accufation  which  hath  been  laid  to  our  charge.') 
**  the  words  of  Colfon  are,  (*  On  my  fakation,  and, 
•*  as  I  hope  for  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ, 
**  I  am  clear  of  that  conspiracy  for  which  I  am  to  die, 
"  neither  dol' know  that  any  Englifhman  is  the  leaft  con- 
**  eerned  in  it,')  In  one  of  his  tablets,  alfo,  is  the 
'^  following  declaration,  figned  with  his  own  name : 
•*  {*  I  have  cbhfeffed  that  which,  (as  I  hope  for  ever- 
**  lading  mercy,  is  falfe ;  and  I  was  compelled,  for 
^  fear  of  torment,  to  give  an  unjuft  evidence  againft 
''captain  Towerfon,  who  (I  do  mod  folemnly  declare, 
^  as  I  hope,  hereafter,  to  meet  with  pardon  for  my 
**  fins,)  is  as  ignorant  of  this  confpiracy  as  a  child 
'*  unborn.')  All  thefe  writings  were  preferved ;  but 
**  other  atteftations,  to  the  fame  purport,  (and,  parti- 
"  cularly,  that  of  captain  Towerfon,  who  was  obferved 
**  to  make  feveral  niinutes,  during  his  irnprifonment,) 
**  were  fupprefled  by  the  Dutch." 

**  On  the  twenty-fixth  ot  February,  all  the  Englifli 
**  under  fentence  of  death,  except  Towerfon,  and 
"  Thompfon,  were  led  into  the  hall  belonging  to  the 
^*  caftle,  and  directed  to  prepare  for  execution.  Im- 
mediately 


CI 


hopes  of 
;  devoted 
tot  guilty 
.  Thus, 
n  writes ; 
y  charge, 
I  Grigs, 
in  his  ta- 
hich  was 
rice,  and 
►een  coh- 
i  we  take 
ifs  of  the 
charge.') 
ion,  and, 
Christ, 
\,m  to  die, 
lleaft  con- 
3,  is  the 
name: 
for  ever- 
died,  for 
againfl 
declare, 
n  for  my 
s  a  chil4 
'ed ;  but 
id,  parti- 
obferved 
bnment,) 

I  Englifh 
on,  and 
g  to  the 
m.  Im- 
lediately 


.« 


ILLUSTRIOUS   SEAMEN,  &c.       39 

"mediately  on  their  appearance,  the  Japanefe.  cried 
"out ;  (*  O,  ye  Engiifti !  when  did  we  ever  cat,  or  talk 
•*  with  you?')  To  which  they  anfwered  ;  (*  Why 
"  then  have  you  accufed  us  ?')  Thefe  artlcfs  favages 
**  then  difcovered  their  tortured  bodies,  and,  with  a 
**  peculiar  eloquence,  exclaimed,  (*  Ah !  if  a  ftone 
"  had  been  thus  burning  amidll  the  flames,  would  it 
*<  not  have  changed  its  nature !  How  much  fooncr 
'"f'  then  muft  we  change  our  nature,  who  are  but  flefh, 
**  and  blood.')     When  the  Dutch  minifters  vifited  the 

ten  Englishmen  who  were  {landing  in  the  hall,  they 
"  exhorted  them,  as  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
"  would  neceffarily  be  Ihort,  to  make  a  full,  and  true 
**  confcffion.  Still  thefe  unhappy  vidims  perfifted 
**  in  their  ipnocence,  and  defired  that  they  might  re- 
<*  ceive  the  facrament,  as  a  confirmation  of  their  pro- 
^  fe(fions«  and  as  a  feal  of  the  pardon  of  their  fms ; 
**  but  this  favour  was  refufed.  When  the  preacher 
**  obferved  to  the  Englifh  that  the  clearer  they  were 
•*  from  guilt,  the  greater  would  be  their  reward, 
**  CoUon  delivered  to  him  his  purfe,  and  befought  him 
•*  to  exhort  the  govcrnour  to  repent  of  that  bloody 
"  tragedy,  in  which  he,  and  his  aflbciatcs  had  been 
"  the  unrelcflting  a6^ors.  At  this  moment,  the  Eng- 
**  lifli  declared  that  the  words  which  Colfon  had  laft  ut- 
**  tercd  coincided  with  their  own  fentiments.  When 
**  Fardo  charged  all  his  countrymen,  as  they  (hould  an- 
«  fwer  for.  their  fincerity,  at  the  judgment-feat  of  the 
**  Almighty,  to  confefs  truly,  and  for  the  fatisfac- 
**  tion  of  the  world,  whether  they  were  innocent ; 
**  Colfon  anfwered ;  (*  If  I  be  guilty  of  it,  more,  or 
"  Icfs,  let  me  never  be  a  partaker  of  the  joys  of  hea- 
**  yen.')  It  Was  now  that  the  others  cried  out 
"  C  Afmen  !  for  nie.  Go  o  d  Lo  r  d  !')    They  next  re- 

^uefkd  fbrgivencfs  of   each  other,  on  account  of 
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**  thofe  falfe  accufations  which  had  been  extorted  from 
•*  them,  ^ither  by  the  dread  of  punifliment,  op  the 
•*  horrible  fcveiity  with  which  it  was  infliSed.  Each 
**  freely  pardoned  his  aflbciate ;  for  no  individual  wasf 
'*  falfely  accufed,  but  he  himfelf  had  falfely  accufed  an-r 
**  other.  The  following  night  yras  fpent,  by  the  Eng- 
*'  li(h,  in  prayer,  in  iinging  of  pfalms,  and  adminif-r 
<*  tering  comfort  to  each  other,  whilft  the  Dutch 
'*  guards,  with  the  moft  brutal  mockery,  and  info- 
**  lence,  would  have  prefented  them  with  full  cups  of 
"  wine,  out  of  which  they  bade  them  drink,  and  giv- 
"  ing  a  loofe  to  merriment,  and  intoxication,  fet  their 
*'  miferies  at  defiance.'* 

**  On  the  twenty-feyenth  of  February,  being  the 
**  day  appointed  for  the  exeicutipn,  the  condemned 
"  perfons  firfl:  requeued  John  Powle,  sind,  afterwards^^ 
**  all  who  had  been  eith<sr  acquitted,  pr  pardoned,  to 
<*  bear  witnef?  to  their  friends  in  EngjancJ,  of  their 
♦*  innocency,  and  that  they  were  abfolulely  n^urdered 
**  by  the  Dutch ;  for  the  pardon  of  whom  they  (hould 
V  pray  to  God,  and  trufted  that  He  wo^ld  yomchfafe 
«*  to  extend  his  mercy  to  their  fpnls."  ,,  ,•  ^       ^ 

**  When  the  Englifh  had  been  condp£led  to  the  place 
'<  of  execution,  (not  by  the  neareft^^  and  common 
f*  way,  but  in  proceilion  around  t^e  town,)  t|iey 
**  feverally  declared  on  oavh  that  they  ^ere  free  frpni 
**  their  imputed  guilt,  and  then  chearfully  fubmitted 
**  to  the  la(V,  and  fatal  punifhment.  The  np-fons  exe- 
"  cuted  were  Mr.  Towerfon,  agept  to  the  Eiigiiih,  at 
^*  Amboyna ;  Colfon,  Thompfpn,  Jphnfon^  Wetherel)^ 
«  Clark,  Grigs,  Fardp,  Price,  and  Brown.  With  thefe, 
'<  fuffered  one  Perez,  a  natiyje  pf  Portugal,  who  fwore 
*'  uppn  the  crofs,  that  he  wa§>  innocent ;  and,  likewife, 
f<  nine  Japanefe,  who  folemnjy  (exculpated  thenifelves, 
**  amidft  all  the  ceremonies  prefcribed  by  their  reli- 
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**  gion,  and  implored  heaven  tp  forgive  their  profecu- 

"tors." 

.,  **  On  the  day  following,  the  new  Dutch  general 
**  fent  Beaumont,  Sharrock,  and  Webber,  the  four  who 
*'  had  been  pardoned,  to  different  fadories.  Even 
"  the  Hollanders  did  not  relinquifli  their  oppreflions, 
"  but  forcibly  took  poffeffion  of  the  Englilh  fettle- 
<<  ments  at  Seran,  Pooleroon,  and  the  other  neighbour- 
**  ing  iflands.  Thus,  did  they  become  almoft  entirely 
"  enabled  to  monopolize  the  fpice-trade,  in  thofe 
"Parts.'*  <  .         "  ' 

We  (hall  remark,  nearly  in  the  words  of  a  naval 
writer  (j>),  (to  whofe  refearches  we  are  fo  frequently 
indebted,)  that  it  is  indeed  fb'ange  that,  confidering 
the  maritime  ftrength  of  the  English  at  the  time  when 
they  received  this  infult,  and  the  quick  fenfe  which 
they  have  always  entertained  of  any  national  affront, 
no  profjcr  fatisfadion  was  procured,  nor  £iny  vigorous 
meafures  entered  into,  for  the  purpofe  of  exa£ting  it. 
But  the  wonder  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  ceafe,  when 
we  refle£l  on  the  (late  of  the  crown,  and  of  the  people, 
9t  that  period.  The  king  had  been  engaged,  during 
many  years,  in  a  tedious,  bafe,  and  difgufting  nego- 
ciation,  for  the  accomplilhment  of  a  marriage  be- 
tween his  Ton  Charles,  and  a  princefs  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily of  Spain.  To  the  chimerical  advantages  which 
he  propofed  to  reap  from  this  connexion,  had  he  fa- 
crificed  the  intereds  of  his  houfe,  the  glory  of  his 
government,  and  the  affedions  of  his  people.  Yet 
his  endeavours  were  unfuccefsful ;  and  he  was,  at 
length,  compelled  ^o  break  off  the  treaty  abruptly,  and 
to  think  of  preparing  for  the  commencement  of  hoftili- 
ties ;  a  fituation  from  which  he  had  always  been  much, 
and  criminally  averfe,  but,  particularly,  at  the  dofe  of 

,  .  his 
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his  life,  and  reign.  Such  was  the  pofture  of  affairs, 
when  the  bloody  fcene  was  a£led,  at  Amboyna  ;  arid 
therefore,  although  it  had  excited  a  general  Tpif it  of 
refentment,  and  occalGoAed  fevefe  e^poftulatlons  with 
the  republic,  yet  the  attention  of  the  crown  to  the 
propofed  war,  with  Spain,  and  its  concfem  for  the 
recovery  of  the  Piaiatirtate,  joined  to  the  neceflity  that 
the  Dutch  (hould  be  cautiouily  applied  to,  at  fo  critical 
a  jun6i:ure,  prevented  the  Englifh  court  from  proceed- 
ii^  farther  than  remonftrances,  whilft  the  United  States 
preferved  exclufively  a  lucrative,  and  important  branch 
of  commerce.         ■••  *»^   vju.j^t  .ah-u^  }*  i>*;  ir  - f 

The  hlftorian  adds  that  he  hath  taken  the  more 
pains  to  decide  the  point,  becaufe  it  is  full  proof  of  a 
truth  which  ought  flever  to  be  fdrg^tt^n  ;  domeftic 
diiTemtions  ai-e  particularly  fatal  to  the  Englilh,  as  a 
trading  nation  ;  and  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  main- 
tain their  commerce  in  a  flouriHiing  conditidi^  if  they 
do,  not,  at  leaft,  enjoy  peace,  and  with  it,  unanimity 
at  home,  howfoevcr  unfavourable  their  affairs  may 
prove  abroad  (z).  ■'^oia  iiu^  7.-    i.t  - '^ 

On  the  feventeenth  of  February,  in  the  yearj  one 
thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty -three,  Charles, 
prince  of  Wales,  attended  by  the  earl  of  Buckingham, 
fet  fail  for  Spain,  on  a  vifit  to  the  Ifif^ma.  The  fleet 
which,  on  this  occafion,  was  equipped  to  be  his  con- 
voy, confided  of  eight  nfien  of  war,  and  two  pinnaces, 
undcT  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Rutland.  The  only 
advantage  which  refulted  from  this  (hort  voyage  was 
a  faint,  but  juft  idea  which  the  prittce  was  enabled  to 
conceive  of  maritime  aflPairs.  An  inquiry  c<incerning 
the  tranfaftions  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  is  foreign  to 
our  fiibjeft.  Be  it  fulficient  to  remark  that,  <Jn  the 
ninth  of  September,  Chatles  took  leave  of  the  Infante, 

and 

(-,)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2  p.  38. 
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and  difembarked,  towards  the  concludon  of  the 
month,  at  the  ifles  of  SciHy. 

Notwithftanding  that  it  is  difficult  to  afccrtain  the 
time  when  the  Englifti  firft  fettled  at  Barbadoes,  yet, 
as  the  event  was  prevroa^-to  the  demife  of  James,  it 
cannot  be  improper  to  place  it  towards  the  conclufion 
of  this  reign.  That  theiflandhad  been  vifited  by  the 
Englifli  at  a  period  which  preceded  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
twenty-five,  appears  from  an  a£t,  pafled,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
fixty-fix,  in  the  affembly  of  Barbadoes,  for  the  better 
afcertaining  of  the  laws  of  that  ifland.  Herein,  it  is  ob- 
ferved  that  all  ads  confirmed  by  any  governour  and 
councellour,  prefident,  and  council,  by  virtue  of  any 
commiffion  firom  James,  or  Charles,  the  Firft,  &c.  &c. 

Thus  far  it  is  certain ;  that  about  the  year,  one 
thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-four,  a  ihip,  be-r 
longing  to  Sir  William  Curteen,  and,  on  her  paflage 
from  Fernambuco,  in  Brafil,  was  driven,  by  (Irefs  of 
weather,  on  this  coaft,  which  had  been  mentioned, 
by  Ligon,  as  the  mod  windwardly  ifland  of  theCaribbes, 
Tobago  only  excepted  {a). 

That  the  (hip  touched  at  this  ifland,  about  the 
year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  twenty-four,  may- 
be concluded  (to  borrow  the  opinion  of  a  naval  wri- 
ter {b)t)  for  the  following  reafons.  It  is  evident 
that  no  Englifliipan  could  fail  to  Brazil,  but  under  the 
protection  of  the' Dutch  Weft-India  company  the  Spa- 
niards, and  Portuguefe,  having  made  it  an  inv.iriable 


■:T?r 


r'iiiitfj 


rule 


(a)  Tobago  is  obferved  to  lie  in  eleven  degrees,  and  fix- 
teen  minutes  of  north  latitude  ;  and  is  above  a  degree  nearer 
to  the  line  than  Barbadoes. 

(h)  Lediard's  naval  Hiftory,  V.  2.  Folio,  p.  473.  * 
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rule  to  infli£t  death  on  fuch  Grangers  as  fliould  ad- 
venture amongft  them,  on  that  part  of  the  continent. 

Although  the  Dutch  Weft-India  company,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  truce  between  Philip,  the  third, 
king  of  Spain,  and  the  crown  of  PortugaJ,  began,  by 
permiiTion  of  the  States-General,  to  trade  thither,  yet 
they  never  fent  ^ny  fleet,  until  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  one  thoqfand,  /ix  hundred,  and  twenty- 
four,  previous  to  which  period,  it  cannot  be  imagined 
th^t  the  Engliih  would  have  ventured  to  Brafil,  the 
Dutch  not  having  eftabliftied  any  fettlement ;  and  as 
king  James  died,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hunt- 
dred^  and  twenty-five,  it  is  natural  tp  conclude  that, 
during  the  pourfe  of  the  preceding  year,  the  ftiip  be^ 
longing  to  Sir  William  Curteen»  arrived  at  Barbadoes. 

Whether  Sir  William  was  on  board,  or  what  rank^ 
e^^cluflve  of  knighthood,  he  held  in  life,  are  points 
which  cannot  be  determined.  Ligon  hath  only  obferved 
that  a  veffej,  belonging  to  Sir  William  Oirteen,  was 
driven  near  the  coaft,  and  caft  anchor  before  it.  The 
crew  landed,  and,  during  fpme  time,  examined  the 
iituation  of  the  pjace^  which  was  incumbered  with 
wood,  where  no  animal  could  be  difcovered,  except 
hogs,  that  l>ad  been  left  there  by  the  Portuguefe,  from 
/whom  the  ifland  received  its  narnie  {c). 

On  their  rejturn  home,  the  EngliHi  ^delivered  a  fu|), 
and  favourable  report  of  the  difcoyeries  which  they 
had  made  ;  and,  ibon  afterwards,  fevjcral  noblemen, 
and  others  made  preparation  for  tl^f^eftablifhment  of 
a  colony  on  the  ifland.  Men  were  now  fent  thither 
in  vefl*els,  freighted  with  provifions,  and  working 
tools,  for  the  purppfe  of  cutting  down  the  woods^ 

clearing 

(c)  Los  BarhaJos  ;  a  Portuguefe  Term,  and  probably  at 
luiive  to  the  barbarity  of  the  inhabitants. 
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clearing  tl^e  ground,  and  forwarding  the  various  arts 
of  agriculture. 

Amongft  the  feveral  adventurers,  William,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  was  the  chief.  Under  his  patronage,  the 
colony  was  eftablifhed,  and  a  captain  Cannon,  whom 
he  had  recommended,  prefided  over  it  with  the  rank 
of  governour.  The  6rft  planters  were,  notwithftand- 
ing,  obliged  to  abandon  their  fettlements,  or  hold  them 
of  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  who  obtained  a  graitt  of  the 
ifland  from  the  crown  {d). 

At  this  period,  alfo,  preparations  were  made,  at  the 
expence  of  Mr.  Ralph  Marifield,  and  his  aflbciates, 
for  the  eftabliniment  pf  a  colony,  at  the  ifland  of 
Saint  Chriftopher.  It  was  determined  that  this  enter- 
prize  Should  be  condufled  by  captain  Warner,  a  perlbn 
of  ftrift  integrity,  aftive  pafllons,  and  extenfive  know- 
ledge. On  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  in  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-four,  he  ap- 
proached the  place,  attended  only  by  fifteen  perfons ; 
William  Tefted,  John  Rhodes,  Robert  Bims,  William 
Benifield,  Serjeant  Jones,  Mr.  Ware,  William  Ryle, 
Rowland  Graflcock,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr,  Langley,  Mr. 
Weaver,  Edward  Warneri  (the  fon  of  the  captain,) 
Serjeant  Aplon,  a  failor,  and  a   Cook. 

At  their  arrival,  they  found  three  Frenchmen,  who, 
at  firft,  not  only  oppofed  the  Englifli,  but  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  the  Indians  to  take  arms  againft  them.  In 
a  fhot  time,  all  parties  became  reconciled,  and  lived 
together.  At  length,  the  Englini  conftruded  a  fort, 
raifed  houfes,  and  planted  fruits.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  September,  their  crop  of  tobacco  bore  a  plen- 

'  liful 

(J)  Britifli  Empire  in  America,  V.  2— Lediard's  naval 
Hjftory,  V.  2.  Folio,  p,  473,  474. 
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tiful  appearance  ;  but,  on  the  nineteenth  of  the  months 
it  was  dedroyed,  during  the  violence  of  a  hurricane. 
For  this  fpace  of  time,  Warner,  and  his  allbciates 
fubfifted  on  fifh,  Caflado  Bread,  potatoes,  plantains, 
pines,  guanoes,  and  turtles. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  in  the  year,  one  thou- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-five,  captain  Jefferfon, 
and  three  paflengers,  arrived  in  the  Hopewell,  of  Lon- 
don, which  was  freighted  with  thofe  flight  articles  of 
commerce  that  were  the  mofl  likely  to  captivate  the. 
attention  of  the  Indians.  The  Englifh  now  reaped  a 
large  crop  of  tobacco  ;  and,  with  it,  captain  Warner 
returned  to  England,  leaving  .on  the  ifland  his  a^bci- 
ates,  at  that  period,  deferted  by  the  French,  who  formed 
a  fettlement  apart  from  all  the  red;  {e). 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year,  the  king  fell  fick  of  a 
tertian  ague,  and  when  the  flattering  courtiers,  re- 
curring to  the  proverb,  obferved  that,  during  that  Sea- 
fon,  the  difeafe  was  health  for  a  monarch,  he, 
calmly,  and  with  a  fmile,  replied  that,  by  the  expreP 
fion,  was  underftood  a  young  monarch.  When  ren- 
dered feeble  by  the  repetition  of  his  fits,  he  prepared 
for  death  with  a  religious  fortitude,  and,  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  IVjIarch,  expired,  in  the  twenty-third 
year  of  his  reign,  and  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
The  chara^er  of  a  prince  who  was  pacific  even  to  a 
degree  of  Pufillanimity,  would  appear  foreign  to  the 
fubje^t  of  this  work ;  yet,  in  juftice  to  his  memory, 
it  is  neceffary  to  remark,  and  prove  that  he  was  at  once 
the  zealous  patron  of  the  navy,  and  the  liberal  en-< 
courager  of  commerce. 

'     V   •  •'      It 


(e)  Colleftion  of  voyages,  V.  2.  p.  361. 
HIrtory,  Folio.  V.  2.  p.  474.        .     . 
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'  It  is  on  record  (/)  that  during  the  reign  of  this 
prince,  nine  (hips  >vere  added, to  th§  royal  navy.  An 
accurate  hifto^^i^n  {g)  hath  concluded  that  the  lift 
rauft  be  d^fj^j^tjB^,  be<;aule  no  m^r^t^on  is  roa4«ofthe 
Urged  yffToJr  built,  at  this! pQriodi  and  built  alio  in 
confequenciQ  lof  i^n  ;  exprefs' order  from  the  favereign. 
As  the  account  [i^equiaHy  authentic^  and  exad,  it  may 
be  propel;  that  we  fhould  prefeht  (t  to  the  reader. 

, ,"  hk  Qhf  .year,  ooe  thoufand^  fix  hundred,  and  ten, 
"  thfj  kijdgiijiit  a  i^ft  goodly,  (hip  for  war,  the  keel 
*'  whereof  was  one  hundred,  and  fourteen  feet '  long ; 
*<  and  the  crofs-bedm  was  fortyrfovM*  feet,  in  length. 
"  She  will  caff y.ifi^cty-four  pieces:  of  great  ordnance, 
*'  and  is  of  ihe  burthen  of  fourteen  hundred  tons. 
."  This  rctyal ihiipib  diOuble  built,:  and  -is  moft  fumptu- 
<^  oufty  adorned]!  within,  and  without,  with  all  manner 
"of  curious ..cafviflg^  painting  and  rich  gilding,  bc- 
"  ing,  in;  all  refpeas,  the  greateft,  and  goodlifeft  fliip, 
"  that  eve*,  wtas  built  in.  England*  This  gbrious  (hip, 
**  the  king  gavie  uhto  his  fon,  JHbnry,  prince  of  Wales. 
"On  the  twenty-'fourth  of  September,  the  king,  the 

'jiui  U4:iii  cifi. "queen. 
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.(/)  A  LfST  of  Sq-ips  built,  in  conf^quence  of  an  order 
from  Kino  Jam£$,  the  Firft*. 
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*  Sir  William  Monf«n's  naval  Tradls,  p.  277. 
(g)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirab,  V.  2.  p.  ^3. 
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'*  queen,  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of  York,  and 
'*  the  lady  Elizabeth,    with  many  great  lords,  went 
"  unto  Woolwich,  to  fee  it  launched,  but,  becaufe  of 
*'  the  narrownefs  of  the  dock,  it  could  not  then  be 
"launched;  whereupon  the   prince  came,  the  next 
morning,  by  three  o'clock,  and  then,  at  the  launch- 
ing thereof,  the  prince  named  it  after  his  own  dig- 
"  nity,  and  call  it  The  Prince.     The  great  work- 
"  matter  in  building  of  this  (hip,  was  mafter  Phineas 
Pet,  fome  time  mafter  of  arts,  of  Emanuel  College,' 
in  Cambridge  (>S).  " 

From  the  fame  authority  (i),  we  learn  that  the  king ' 
went  on  board  of  a  large  Eaft-IndiA  ihip,  of  the  bur- ' 
then  of  twelve  hundred  tons,  which  was  built  in  Eng- 
land, and  appears  to  have  been  the  firft  veflel  of  that ' 
itze,  launched  within  the  kingdom.    James  called  it ' 
The  Trade's  Increafe,  and  gave,  alfo,  to  a  pinnace,  of 
the  burthen  of  two  hundred,  and  fifty  tons,  which  was 
built  at  the  fame  time,  the  name  of  the  Pepper-Corn. 
This  circumftance  is  confirmed  by  the  following  paf- 
fage,  from  a  contemporary  writer  {k).    **  Our  Eaft- 
"  India  merchants  have  lately  built  a  goodly  (hip,  of 
**  the  burthen  of  more  than  twelve  hundred  tons,  to 
*'  the  launching  whereof  the  king,  and  prince  were 
^  invited,   and  had  a  bountiful  banquet.    The  king 
**  graced  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  the  governour,  with  a 
''  chain,  in  the  manner  of  a  collar,  of  more  value 
"  than  two  hundred  pounds,  with  his  pidure  hanging 
'*  at  it,  and  put  it  about  his  Neck,  with  his  own  hands, 
**  naming  the  great  (hip.  The  Trade's  increafe  ;  and  the 
'*  Prince,  a  pinnace,  of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred, 

"and 

(A)  Stowe's  Annals,  continued  by  Howes,  p.  996.-— 
Camden's  Annals  of  the  reign  of  James,  A.  D.  1610. 
(0  Stowe's  Annals,  p.  994. 
(k)  Winwoodj  Memorials,  V.  3.  p.  118. 
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**  and  fifty  tons,  (built  to  wait  upon  her,)  The  Pepper- 
««  Corn." 

Thefe  circutnftances  klone  would  indicate  how  af- 
fiduoufly  the  king  attended  to  the  maintenance  of « 
refpefkable  marine  eftablilhment.  Let  it  be  added 
(that  we  may  place  his  conduct  on  thefe  occafions,  in 
the  faireft  point  of  view,)  that  the  new  (hips  were 
builded  in  the  courfe  of  five  years,  preceding  the  year* 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-three }  and  that 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  were  annually  fet  apart  for  the 
expences  of  the  fleet,  exclufive  of  the  value  of  thirty- 
fix  thoufand  pounds  in  timber,  which  was  granted, 
every  year,  from  the  loyal  forefts  (/).  Whaqfoever 
the  exigencies  of  the  (late  required  that  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  (hould  be  enibraced,  the  vefTels  belonging  to  the 
merchants  Were  inftantly  converted  into  (hips  of  war. 
Thus,  it  is  apparent  that  throughout  a  reign  when 
peace  was  anxioufly  cultivated,  and  uninterruptedly 
preferved,  the  £ngli(h  fleet  became  formidable  in  the 
Eyes  of  all  Europe  }  and  even  James,  the  paflive  Jahiea 
had  effected  the  eftabli(hment  of  a  formidable  maritime 
equipment,  and,  with  pleafure,  a(rured  his  parliament, 
that  the  navy  had  not,  at  any  preceding  period,  been 
in  fo  excellent  a  condition  {m). 

A  difcerning  naval  writer  (n)  obferves  that  al- 
though  he  cannot  exa^ly  afcertain  the  additions 
which  were  made  to  the  royal  fleet,  by  this  prince,'yety 
from  an  infpe6tion  of  fome  authentic  calculations,  he 
will  venture  to  affirm  that  the  (hips  of  war,  belonging 
to  Elizabeth  at  the  time  of  her  deceafe  might  include 
fomewhat  more  than  fixteen  thoufand  tons  ;  and  that, 
during  the  reign  of  James,  they  amounted  to  more 

Vol.  IV.  D  than 

(/)  Pari.  Journ.  11.  Mar.  1623. 

\m)  Pari.  Hift.  V.  6.  p.  93. 

(«)  Campbell's  Lives  of  tbe  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  44. 
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thin  twenty  thoufand  ton8(9}.  To  this  accounf, 
we  (hall  fubjoin  that  the  navy  of  England,  which  was 
a  terror  to  its  enemies,  when  Elizabeth  filled  the 
throne,  amounted  (exdufive  of  pinnaces,)  to  thirty- 
three  (hips  (/),  the  largeft  of  which  wa?  not  equal  to 
a  fourth  rate  man  of  war,  in  the  prefent  iBra(f)9 
(r). 

It  may,  in  this  place,  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  from 
ii  refpedable  authority  (i),  that,  under  the  public  fpi- 
rited  adminiftration  of  Elizabeth,  the  Engliih  firft  ac- 
quired a  competent  idea  of  the  benefits  of  an  extenfive 
commerce,  and  appeared  determined  to  take  upon 
themfelves  the  management  of  their  own  trade,  which, 
until  that  ^ra,  had  refted  almoft  ezdufively  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners.  During  the  continuance  of  the 
war  with  Spain,  the  commercial  condud  of  the  mer- 
chants was  unexceptionable.  In  fo  true  a  fpirit  of 
patriotifm,  did  they  profecute  their  private  advantage, 
that  it  proved  likewife,  of  public  utility,  by  increaf- 
ing  the  number  of  feamen,  and  of  powerful  veflels, 

belong- 

,  . ,      .  .     .  • 

(9)  This  calculation  is  taken  from  a  manufcript  contain- 
ing notes  on  Hacklnyt's  voyages. 

(/)  Coke's  Inftitat.  B.  4.  C.  i .— ^Tonfultation  in  par> 
liament  for  the  navy. 

(f)  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  (in  whofe  opinion  no  fliips  of  war 
ihould  ever  have  been  built  larger  than  of  the  burthen  of 
fix  hundred  tons,)  obferves,  in  his  difcourfe  concerning  the 
Invention  of  /hipping,  that  the  fleet,  during  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  confided  only  of 
thirteen  fhip;;,  which  were  afterwards  augmented  by  eleven. 
Mr.  Hume  remarks  that  Sir  Walter  profaAbly  reckoned  fome 
to  bfe  pinnaces,  which  Coke  called  fhips.  -^-!»«#*-.ws 

(r)  James  alfo  granted  a  commifiion  of  inquiry,  for  the 
reformation  of  abufes  in  the  na\  /,  the  proceedings  upon 
which  are  ftill  preferved.— M.  S.  in  Bibl.  Cott.    Vitellms. 

E.    8.  ;'A  s 

(s)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.. p.  39.  A 
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belonging  to  th«  kingdom.     After  the  acecflion  of 
Jartkes,  and  the  clUbliflinofnt  of  peace»  thi»  rational 
line  of  a^ion  was  removed  for  one  more  novel,  and 
furprizing.    The  EngUih  traders  were  confcious  of  the 
great  advantage  which  refultcd  from  the  ufe  of  large^ 
and  (lout  (hips,  but  inftead  of  building  fuch,  deemed  it 
fufiicient  to  put  cargoes  on  board  of  thofe  belonging 
to  their  neighbours,  and  that,  becaufe,  in  confequence 
of  this  method,  the  expcnce  was  rendered,  in  a  fmall 
degree,  lefs  burdenfome.    Thus  did  the  £ngli(h  (hip* 
ping  decay,  in  proportion  as  the  trade  increafed  ;  un* 
til,  the  year,  one  thoufand,    fix    hundred,   and  fif- 
teen, this  abfurd  policy  was  attended  by  fuch  alarming 
confequences,  that  the  port  of  London  did  not  poflfeft 
even  ve(rels  of  the  burthen  of    two    hundred  tons. 
The  Trinity  Houfe  now,  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
king,  fetting  forth  the  matters  of  fad,  and  the  dread- 
ful effe^s  which  muft  enfue  with  regard  to  the  naval 
power  of  the  (late,  through  the  decay  of  feamen,  and 
praying  tlMt  he  would  put  into  execution  fomeold,  and 
wholefome  laws,  which  were  calculated  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  this  evil ;  fuggefting,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
example  of  the  ftate  of  Venice,  that,  on  a  like  occa* 
iion,  had  prohibited  their  fubjeds  from  tranfporting 
any  goods,  in  foreign  bottoms.    At  tl^s  particular 
period  the  merchants  unanimoufly  oppofed  the  Trinity 
Houfe,  and,  as'theirintere((  was  more  firmly  eftabltihed 
at  the  court,  prevailed  againft  it.    Yet,  previous  to  the 
expiration  of  the  year,   opinions   begaQ  to  change, 
and  thefe  merchants  convinced  of  iheir  error,  fet  their 
hands  to  the  Petitipos  of  the  mariners.    An  extraor- 
dinary   circumftance  produce^  this  fortunate  tStGt. 
Two  (hips,  each  of  the  burthen  of  three  hundred  tons, 
and  the  property  of  Dutch  merchants,  refiding  at  Lon- 
don, entered  the  river  Thames,  laden  witLCurrantSy 
c|.  .«f .1   v  I>  1  •-'A '.'fti  i»  K^" •  *'«  and 
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and  cotfm).  The  eyes  of  all  the  Engliih  traders  were 
immediately  opened.  They  now  perceived  that  in 
confequencc  of  their  wilful  errors,  they  had  returned 
to  the  very  point  from  which  they  fet  out,  and  that  if 
fome  bold,  and  effe£tual  remedy  was  not  immediately 
applied,  the  Engtilh  commerce  would  be  gradually 
driven  again  by  Aliens,  on  foreign  bottoms.  They 
inftantly  drew  up  a  reprefentation-  of  this  evil,  and 
.prefented  it  tO' the  king,  in  council.  A  proclamation 
was  now  iflued,  which  forbad  any  native  of  the  king- 
dom>  either  to  export,  or  import  goods,  unlefs  they 
were  in  EDglifh  bottoms  (/). 

When  met!  become  habit  jated  to  a  courfe  of  in- 
duftry,  the  refulting  benefits  will  make  them  perfift  in 
a  determination  not  to  wander  from  it,  and  even  the 
difficulties  which,  at  firft,  oppofe  them,  will,  at  length, 
turn  to  their  advantage.  Thus  when  the  Englifli  mer- 
chants had  conAruded,  and  furnifhed  with  artillery, 
and  all  neceflary  (lores,  a  convenient  number  of  large 
(hips  within  their  own  ports,  they  found  themfelves  in 
a  condition  to  launch  into  many  trades  which  were 
before  unthought  of;  and,  although,  during  fome 
time,  they  were  expofed  to  the  depredations  of  the 
Algerines,  and  other  pirates  of  Barbary,  yet,  in  the 
end,  they  rofe  fuperior  to  thefe  misfortunes,  and  em- 
braced the  refolution  of  building  dill  larger  veflels,  and 
of  adding  to  the  crews,  and  (lores  of  thofe  which  were  of 
fmaller  burthen.  So  fortunate  were  the  confequences 
of  this  proceeding,  in  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  that, 
whereas  (hips  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  tons 
were  reckoned  extremely  large  ve(rels,and  were  general- 
ly builded,  and  brought  from  beyond  the  feas,  fo  now« 
,    . .    :     .  .;.j^  ■    ■^'  ■     ^.  /■  there 

(/)  Sir  Williaim  Monfon's  naval  tracts,  p.  328.— Camp- 
bell's Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  3.  p.  40. 
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tliere  were  feveral  rmexcbiintmen,  of  the  burthen  of 
three,  four,  or  five  hundred  tons,  beiQQgiil^  to  differ- 
ent ports,  and  more'  than,  an  hundred  Cbips,,  each. of. 
above  the  burthen  p£  two  hundred  tons,  hQlonging  .to^ 
NewcaAle,  albne ;  all  builded  at  home,  and  b^tt^r  built^ 
than  they  could  pofTiUy  have  been  elfewhere'.    Previ- 
ous  to  the  death  of  king  James,  the  Englilh  trade 
was  fo  far  increafedj  that  (if  we  can  rely  on. the  fenti.- 
ments  of  the  difcerning  Sir  William  Monfoji,). Great 
Britain,  was  very  little,  if  at  all  inferior,  in  maritime 
force,  to  the  ftatcs  of  Holland  (i/).  .>  rr :;:      Ii  ♦* 

V'ln  the  courfe  of  this  inquiry  relative,  to  the.ftateof 
commerce,  during  the  reign  of  James,  twie  muft  again 
avail  ourfdves  of  the  indefatigable  refearches  of  a  late 
celebrated  hiftorian  (x),  who  remarks  that  the  parlia- 
ment entered  continually  into  grievous  lamentations 
concerning  the  decay  of  trade,  and  the  increafe  of 
popery  :  fuch  violent  propenfities  have  men  to  mur- 
mur at  the  prefent  times,  and  harbour  difcontent 
againft  their  fortune,  and  condition.  Thefe  popular 
complaints  made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  the  king, 
who,  notwithftanding,  was  unable  to  account  for  that 
want  of  money,  which  had  been  fo  mUch  exaggerated 
{y).  ]udicioufly  is  it  affirmed  (2)  that  a  more  fenfible 
augmentation  of  the  advantages  which  diAinguiih  a 
flouriihing  people  did  not  exift  at  any  period  prior  to 
the  reign  of  James,  the  firft.  The  peace  which  he 
maintained  proved  favourable  to  the  interefts  of  com- 

D  3  •    merce  ; 


(«)  Stowe's  Annals,  p.  994. — Sir  Willia-.n  Monfon's  na- 
val Tradts,  p.  329^-550.— -Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admi- 
rals, V.  2.  p.  41. 

(x)  Mr.  Hume. 

(jr)  Rymer'sF'Edera,  V.  17.  p.  413.  -        ..      ; 

(z)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  Appen- 
dix, p.  180. 
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xncrce  $  hi»  naiUitt  temper  led  him  to  the  cultiv<ii«n 
of  the  gentler  jirts )  and,  as  tradte  remitifiedyet  iti  its 
ih&nqr,  all  additions  t6  it  DMift  have  been  the  more 
evident  to  thJofe  who  were  hot  Minded  by  melandioly 
prejudices  (a) i  .iii.d!!; 

In  Juftice  to  an  hiftorian  (3)  who,  on  moft  dcct- 
fidns,  is  too  candid  to  engage  in  mifreprefentationsy 
we  ihall  Xeled  two  paffages  in  .fupport  of  the  naval, 
find  c6mmercial  profperity  of  this  ^ra.  **  The  great 
"  bleffings  of  God,  through  increafe  of  weahh,  in 
^  the  common  fubje^ts  of  this  land,  and  efpecially 
''upon  the  cidxens  of  London,  are  fuch,  within  the 
**  memory  of  man,  and,  chiefly,  within  thefe  few 
♦*  years  of  peace,  that  unlefs  there  were  now  due  men* 
**  tion  of  fome  fort  made  thereof,  it  wduld,  in  time 
**  to  come  be  held  incredible."'^**  Amongft  the  mani- 
!<  fold  tokens  andfigns  of  the  infinite  blei&ngs  of 
**  Almighty  God,  beftowed  upon  this  kingdom, 
**  by  I  the  wonderous,  and  mercifiil  eftablifiiment  of 
<<  peace  within  ourfelves,  and  the  full  benefit  of  conr 
'<  cord  with  all  Chriftian  nations,  and  others :  of  all 
f  *  which  graces  let  no  man  dare  to  prefume  that  he 
<<  can  fpeak  too  much  }  whereof,  in  truth,  there  can 
^'  never  be  enough  faid ;  neither  was  there  ever  any 
<<  |>eople  lefs  confiderate,  and  lefs  thankful  than  at  this 
<*  time,  being  noc  willing  to  endure  the  mempry  of 
f<  their  prefent  happinefs,  as  well  as  in  the  univerfal 
f<  increafe  of  commerce,  and  traffic,  throughout  the 
f  *  kingdom,  great  building  of  royal  (hips,  and  of  vef- 
**  fels  by  private  merchants,  the  Re-peopling  of  cities, 
f  towns,  and  villages,  befide  the  difcernible,  and 
«  fudden  increafe  of  fair,  and  coftly  buildings,  as  well 

**  within 

(a)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8yo.  V.  6.  Appendix, 
p.  i8o. 
(h)  Stowe, 
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"  within  the  city  of  Lomion,  as  the  fuburh^  thereof^ 
*'  and  fi^Tpecialiy  within  th^tCe  twelve  years." 

A  rperfiN'fnaiice  (r)  whi«h  ^carries  with  it  a  ftrong 
appearance  of  authenticity,  fixes  all  the  jnariners  em- 
ph^ed  in  the  fervice  of  the  merchants,  at  the  number 
of  ten  Uioufand  perfcMis.  Sjr  Thomas  Overbury  (d) 
i^erves  that  the  Dutch  polfeflfed  three  times  moK 
(hipping  than  the  EngG^  but  that  their  veflels  wete 
of  inferior  burthen  td  thoCe  of  the  latter.  We  have 
already  remained  that  Sir  William  Monfon  {e)  fuppofed 
the  naval  power  of  the  Ei^ltfli  to  be  fcarceiy  inferior  to 
that  of  the  dates  of  Holland.  Let  it  now  be  added  that 
a  difeeming  inveftigator  {f)  concludes  this  to  be  an 
exaggerated  declaration.  The  Dutch,  at  this  ^ra, 
traded  to  England  with  fix  hundred  fhips.  The  Eng- 
lifli  traded  to  Holland  with  only  fixty  fiiips  {g). 

It  hath  been  remarked  {X)  that  the  catalogue  of  nu- 
-nufa&ures  for  which  the  Engiifli  were  eminent,  during 
the  reign  of  James,  would  appear  exceedingly  con- 
temptible in  comparifon  of  thofe  which  flourifh 
Ainongft  them,  at  the  prefent  period.  The  generality 
of  the  more  elaborate,  and  curious  arts,  were  only  cul- 
tivated abroad,  and  particularly  in  Italy;  ihipping, 
and  the  founding  of  iron  cannon  were  the  (ble  arts 
in  which  the  Engliih  excelled.  They  feem  indjced  to 
have  poflefled  alone  the  fecret  of  the  latter  ;  and  great 
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(c)  "  The  Trade's  Increafe."    Harleyan  Mifc.  V.  3. 
(a)  **  Remarks    on  his  travels."      Harl.  Mifc.    V.   2 

P  349- 
(e)  Naval  Trafts,  p.  329,350. 

(/)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  Enel 

p.  181. 


gland,  8vo.  V.  6.  Appendix, 


(g)  Raleigh's  Remains.  , 

in)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  Appendix, 
p.  181.  . 
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complaints  were  made,  at  the  meeting  of  every  parlii- 
ment^againft  the  exportation  of  Englifh  ordnance.  " 
Nine  tenths  of  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  con- 
fided in  woollen-goods  (/')  :  wool  was,  nbtwithftand- 
ing,  allowed  to  be  exported  until  the  nineteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  James.  The  exportation  of  it  was 
then  forbidden  by  proclamation;  yet  the  edi£fc  was 
never  ftridly  executed.  Moft  of.the  cloth  was  exr 
,  ported  raw,  and  wis  dyed,  and  drefled  by  the  Dutch, 
who  (as   it  is  pretended>) /gained,  annually,   by.  this 

-  manufadure,  feven  hundred  thou&nd  pounds  (i).  An 
illuflrious  hiftorian  (/)   makes    the    lofs   incurred   by 

/the  nation  amount  to  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
He  remarks  that  about  eighty  thoufand  undrefTed 
cloths  were  exported  yearly,  and  computes,  without 
mentioning  other  articles,  that  the  national  lofs,  by 
kerfies,  bordered  on  a  hundred  thoufand  pouhd§,  a 
year(m).  An  edi^  iflued  by  the  king,  and  forbid- 
ding the  exportation  of  cloth,  in  its  raw  {late,  had 
fucceeded  fo  ill,  during  one  year,  in  confequence  of 
the  refufal  of  the  Dutch  to  buy  the  drefled  ,  cloth, 
that  great  murmurs  arofe  againft  it.     The  meafure 

^  was  retraced  by  the  king,  and  complained  of  by  the 
nation,  as  impolitic  to  a  criminal  excefs..  It  is  al- 
lowed that  it  appears  to  have  been  premature  (n). 

At  fo  low  an  eftimation,  even  within  the  kingdom, 
was  the  fine  Engiiih  cloth,  that  James  was  reduced  to 
the  neceifity  of  feeking  expedients,  by  which  he  might 
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(i)  Pari.  Joiirn.  26th  May,  162 1. 

(k)  Ibid.  20th  May,  16 14. 

(I)  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  obfervations. 

(m)  Mr.  Hume  imagined  that  the  account  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  cloths,  exported  yearly  during  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  appeared  to  be  exaggerated. 

(n)  Hume's  hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6-  Appendix, 
p^  182. 
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engage  the  pe,piple  of  fjifliipn  to  w^ar  it  (0).  The 
pr\anuf^ftu|^  of  fine  linen  w^s  totalljr  unknowij  with- 
in the  nation  (^).       .    ,  , 

The  company  of  merchant-adventurers,  poiTefled, 
in  yirtue  oftheir  patent,  the  fole  cortmerce  of  wool- 
len  goods,  nofwi^h(tanding  tha(  they  formed  the  ila- 
f>le  commodity  of  the  nation.  An  attempt  was, 
made,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  to  lay  open  this 
important  trade,  and,  for  a  time,  had  been  attende4 
with  bad  confequences,  by  a  confpiracy  of  the  mer- 
chant-adventurers, not  to  make  any  purchafes  of 
cloth.  The  queen,  therefore,  immediately  reftored 
iheir  patent  (<?). 

Juftly  is  it  obferved  (r),  that  a  groundlefs  feaif  of 
the  like  accident  en(laved  the  ijiation  to  thofe  exciuftve 
companies  which  fo  much  confined  every  branch  of 
commerce,  and  of  induftry.  The  parliament,  not- 
.withftanding,  annulled,  jn  the  third  year  of  the  reign 
of  James, .the  patent  of  the  Spanifh  company;  anq 
the  trade  to  Spain,  which  was,  at  firft,  extremely  In- 
ilgnificant,  foon  became  the  mod  coniiderable  in  the 
kingdom.  The  hiftorian  (/)  adds  that  it  is  (Irange 
that  they  were  npt  thence  encouraged  to  abolifh  all  the 
other  companies,  and  that  they  went  no  farther  than 
obliging  them  to  enlarge  their  bottom,  and  to  facilitate 
the  admiiTion  of  new  adventurers. 

In  the  Year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty- 
two,  the  king  €re£ted  a  board  of  trade.  One  of  the 
reafons  afllgned   in  the  commiflion  isthe  necefllty  of 

intro- 

(0)  Rvmer's  Foedera,  V.  17.  p.  415.    ^^  ?"^  .  ( 

(/>)  Id.  Jbid.  ■    ' 

(y)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  V.  6.  8vo.     Appendix, 
p.  182. 
(r)  Ibid. 

(0  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  V.  6.  8vo.  Appendix, 
p.  183.  r  ^. 
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introducing  a  remedy  to  the  low  price  of  wool, 
which  begat  complaints  of  the  decay  of  the  woollen 
raanufadory  (/).  Mr.  Hume  deems  it  more  probable 
that  this  fall  of  prices  proceeded  from  the  jncreafe  of 
wool;  and,  (after  having  obferved  that  the  king 
fikewife  recommends  it  to  the  com^ifllbners,  to  in- 
quire,  and 'examine  whether  a  greater  freedom  of 
trade,  and  an  exemption  from  the  reftraint  of  ex- 
clufive  companies,  would  not  be  beneficial^)  adds  that 
men  were  then  fettered  by  their  owi\  prejudices,  and 
that  James  was  juftly  afraid  of  embracing  a  bold 
meafure,  the  confequences  of  which  might  be  uncer- 
tain. The  digefting  of  a  navigation-ad,  fimilar  in 
its  nature  to  that  famous  a£t  which  was  ^executed,  af- 
terwards, by  the  Republican  parliament,  is  likewiftf, 
recommended  to  the  commiflloners.  With  too  much 
reafbn,  it  is  obferved  that  the  arbitrary  powers  which, 
during  that  Epoch,  were  commonly  aiHamed  by  the 
privy-council,  appeared  evidently  throughout  the 
whole  tenour  of  their  commilTion  (u). 

The  (ilk  manufaSure  was  not  eftablilhed  in  Eng- 
land. In  confequence  of  an  order  from  the  king, 
mulberry-trees  were  planted,  and  filk-worms  intro- 
duced. To  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  meafiires,  the  climate 
proved  unfavourable.  The  plantations  of  hops,  in 
England,  had  increafed  confiderably  during  this  reign 

/'  Of  the  difcovery  of  Greenland,  the  eftablilhment 
of  the  whale-filhery,  and  the  incorporation  of  a 
company  for  the  purpofe  of  exploring  a  north-weft 
pafl*age,  we  have  already  treated.    The  late  fpiritcd 

.  at- 


(/)  Rymer's  FoEdera,  V.  17.  p.  410. 

(m)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6. 

p.     183.  •  '        ,    -f       ^.*i'  •  i'       VT  »    .    . 

(of)  Stowe. 
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attempts  to  render  this  lad  enterprize  lefs  fruitlefs, 
appear  almoft  to  have  weakened  the  neceflity  of  intro- 
ddcing  a  bbadtital,  and  juft  remark :  "  In  fuch  noble 
**  projeds,  Defpair  ought  never  to  be  admitted,  until 
**  the  abfolute  impoflfibility  of  l^ccefs,  can  be  fully 
*'  afccrtained  {y)." 

The  eieports  of  England,  from  Chriftmas,  of  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twelve,  to  Chriftmas, 
of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirteen, 
are  computed    at  two    millions,    four    hundred,  and 
eighty-feven  thoufand,  four  hundred,  and  thirty-five 
pounds.    The  imports  are  computed  at  two  millions, 
one  hundred,  land  forty-one  thoufand,  one  hundred, 
^nd  fifty-one  pounds :  The  balance  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land was  three  hundred,  and  forty-fix  thoufand,  two 
hundred,  and  eighty-four  pounds  (z).      In  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-two,  the  ex- 
ports were  computed  at  two  millions,  three  hundred, 
and  twenty  thoufand,  four   hundred,    and  thirty-fix 
pounds.     The  imports  were  coniputed  at  two  millions, 
fix  hundred,  and  nineteen  thoufand,  three  hundred, 
and  fifteen  pounds.    The  bal  •nee  againft  England  was 
two  hundred,  and  ninety-eight  thoufand,  eight  hun- 
dred, and  feventy-nine  pounds  (a).'     The  coinage  of 
England  from  the  year,  one  thoufand  five  hundred,  and 
ninety-nine,  to  the   year,  one    thoufand  fix  hundred, 
and  nineteen,  amounted  to  four  millions,  feven  hun- 
dred, and  feventy-nine  thoufand,  three  hundred,  and 
fourteen  pounds,  thirteen   (hillings,  and   four   pence 
{b).    Hence,  it  appears  that,  in  the  main,  the  balance 
was  confiderably  in  favour  of  the  kingdom.     As  the 

annu- 


(jr)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  V.  6.  8vo.    Appendix, 
p.  184.  ,     , 

(e)  Miflelden's  Circle  of  Commerce,  p.  121. 
(41)  Id.  Ibid. 
(^)  Happy  future  State  of  England,  p.  78. 
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annual  imports,  and  exports,  rofe  together  nearly  five 
millions,  and  the  cuftoms  never  yielded  fo  much  as 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  a  year,  of  which  ton- 
nage made  a  part ;  it  feems  that  the  new  rates  affixed 
by  James,  did  not,  on  the  whole,  amount  to  one  (hil- 
ling in  the  pound,  and,  con  Tequently,  were  ftill  inferior 
to  the  intention  of  the  original  grant  of  parliament. 
The  Eaft-rlndia  company  ufually  carried  out  a  third 
of  their  cargo,  in  commodities  (r).  The  tr^ide  tQ 
Turkey  was  one  of  the  mod  advantageous  to  the  nation 
(</).  In  this  reign,  alfo,  cojpper  h^if-pence,  and  far- 
things were  coined  (?),  Tradefmen  jn  general  hac( 
carried  pn  their  retail  bufinefs,  chiefly  l?y  fneans  of 
leaden  tokens.  The  fmall  filver  penny  .was  fopn  Ipft, 
and,  at  this  period,  was  no  where  to  be  found  (f}^ 

The  amount  of  the  royal  revenue,  as  it  flood  in 
the  ye^r,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  feventeen,  is 
thu^  ftated  (^) ;  of  crown  lands,  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  ^  year.  By  cuftoms,  and  new  impofitions, 
nearly  an  hundred,  and  ninety  thoufand  ppunds,  an- 
nually. Py  wards,  ^nd  other  various  branches  of  the 
reveinue,  exclpfive  of  purveyance,  an  hundred,  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds,  9  year.  The  whole  amount- 
'cd  to  four  hundred,  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  In 
the  fame  account,  tlie  ordinary  difburfements  of  the 
king  are  mentioned  ^s  exceeding  this  fum,  by  thirty- 
(ix  thoufand  pounds  (^}.  All  the  extraordinary  fums 
,.t.  .{  which 

(r)  Mann's  Difcourfe  on  the  Eaft-Indla  Trade,  p.  16. 
{A)  Ibid,  p   17.  V 

{e)  Anderlon's  Hiftory  of  Commerce.  .  *  v 

(/)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  Appendix, 
p.  186. 

{g)  Abftradl,  or  brief  Declaration  of  his  majefty's  Reve- 
nue, with  the  alfignations,  and  defalcations  upon  the  fame. 

{h)  The  e?(cefs  was  formerly  greater,  as  appears  from 
the  account,  by  the  earl  of  Salisbury.— Hume's  Hillory  of 
England,  8vo.     Appendix,  p.  171. 
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which  James  had  raifed  by  fubfidies,  loans,  fale  of 
the  title  of  baronet,  money  paid  by  the  States,  and 
by  the  king  of  France,  together  with  benevolences, 
were,  in  the  whole,  about  two  millions,  and  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  of  which  the  fale  of  lands  af- 
forded feven  hundred,  and  feventy-five  thoufand 
pounds.  The  extraordinary  difburfements  of  the 
king  amounted  to  two  millions,  exclufive  of  more  than 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  were  given  in 
prefents.  On  the  whole  (to  ufe  the  language  of  a 
celebrated  writer,)  a  fufficient  reafon  appears,  partly 
from  unneceffary  expences,  and,  partly,  from  the 
want  of  a  rigid  ceconomy,  why  the  king,  even  early 
in  his  reign,  was  deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  felt  it 
very  difficult  to  fupport  the  government  (/). 

Farmers,  and  not  commiflioners,  were  appointed  to 
levy  the  cuftoms.  On  this  occafion,  Mr.  Hume  re- 
marks that  it  feemed  indeed,  requifite  that  the  former 
method  fliould  always  be  tried  before  the  latter ;  al- 
though a  preferable  one.  He  adds  that  when  mens 
own  intereft  is  concerned,  they  fall  upon  an  hundred 
expedients  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  merchants ;  and 
thefe  the  public  may  afterwards  imitate  in  eftablilhing 
proper  rules  for  its  officers. 

The  cufloms  were  fuppofed  to  amount  to  five  per 
cent,  of  the  value,  and  were  levied  upon  exports,  as 
well  as  imports.  The  impofition  upon  exports,  is  af- 
firmed to  have  amounted,  on  fome  few  occadons,  in 
confequence  of  additions  made  by  James,  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  This  praSice,  fo  detrimental  to  induf- 
try,  ftill  prevails  in  France,  Spain,  and  many  countries 
of  Europe.     In  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred. 


,?i=^ 


(^    i»  »"1<*. 


and 


(i)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England.  V.  6.  8vo.     Appendix, 
p.  172. 
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and  four,  the  cuftoms  yielded,  annually,  one  hundred, 
and  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds.  Towards  the 
conclufion  of  thi&  reign,  they  roft  to  an  hundred,, 
and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  (i().  According  to  fome 
calculations,  they  amounted  to  an  hundred,  and  ninety 
thoufand  pounds. 

Intereft,  during  this  reign,  was  at  ten  per  cent,  un* 
til  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty- 
four,  when  it  was  reduced  to  eight  per  cent.  This 
high  intereft  hath  been  confidered  as  an  indication  of 
the  great  profits,  and  of  the  fmall  progrefs  of  com- 
merce (/). 

The  extraordinary  fupplies  granted  by  parliament, 
during  the  whole  reign,  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
^x  hundred,  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  which,  divided 
for  twenty-one  years,  make  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
a  year.  In  this  account,  no  mention  is  inferted  of  the 
fupplies  amounting  to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
which  were  given  to  the  king  by  his  lad  parliament. 
Thefe  were  paid  to  their  own  commiilioners,  and 
the  expences  of  a  SpaniHi  war,  are  ju(tly  obferved  to 
have  been  much  more  than  fufficient  to  exhauft  them, 
(m). 

3ubfidies,  and  fifteenths,  have  been  frequently  men- 
tioned by  hifiorians ;  but  neither  the  amount  of  theie 
taxes,  nor  the  method  of  levying  them,  have  been 
well  explained.  Mr.  Hume,  from  whom  this  remark 
is  taken,  obferves  that  it  appears  that  the  fifteenths 
formerly  correfponded  to  the  name,  and  were  that  pro^ 
portionabie   part  of  the  moveables  (»).    ^ut  a  valua^ 

.r  tipP 

"  (k)  Pari.  Journ.  21  May,  1604. — 31  May  1621. 

(/)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  W  6.  8vo.  Appendix, 
p.  172. 

(«)  Ibid. 

(«)  Coke's  Inft.  B.  4.  C.  i.  of  Fifieenlhs.     Quinzins. 
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tion  having  been  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward,  the 
third,  that  valuation  was  alwayv  adhered  to,  and  each 
town  paid,  unalterably,  a  particular  fum,  which  the 
inhabitants  themfelves  aflefled  upon  their  fellow-citi- 
Mns.  The  fame  tax  was  cabled,  in  corporate  towns, 
a  tenth;  becaufo  that,  there,  it  was,  at  firil,  a 
tenth  of  the  moveables.  The  whole  amount  of  a 
tenth,  and  iifteeuth,  throughout  the  kingdom,  or  a 
fifteenth  (as  it  is  often  more  concifely  called,)  was 
about  twenty-nine  thoufand  pounds  (0).  The  a- 
mount  of  a  fubfidy  was  not  invariable,  like  that  of  a 
fifteenth.  In  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, a  fubfidy  amounted  to  an  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds.  In  the  fortieth  year,  it  was  no( 
above  twenty-eight  thoufand  pounds  (p).  It  after- 
wards fell  to  feventy  thoufand  pounds,  and  was  conti- 
nually decreafing  (q),  Mr.  Hume  adds  that  the  rea- 
fon  is  eafily  colleded  from  the  method  of  levying  it. 
It  appears  from  the  fubfidy-bills  (r)  that  one  fubfidy 
was  given  for  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  on  land, 
and  two  (hillings,  and  eight  pence  on  moveables 
throughout  the  counties;  a  confiderable  tax,  had  it 
been  ftridly  levied.  But  this  was  only  the  ancient 
(late  of  a  fubfidy.  During  the  reign  of  James,  there 
was  not  paid  the  twentieth  part  of  that  fum.  The 
tax  was  fo  far  perfonal,  that  a  man  paid  dhly^'  in  the 
county  where  he  lived,  although  he  fiiould  poflefs 
eftates  in  other  countries,  and  the  afleflbrs  formed  a 
loofe  eftimation  of  his  property,  and  rated  him  accord- 
ingly. To  preferve,  however,  fome  rule  in  the  efti- 
mation,  it  feems  to  havq  been  the  practice  to  keep  an 

H  .  eye 


N, 


II 


(0)  Coke's  Inft.  B.  4.  C.  i.  Subfidies  temporary. 
{f>)  Pari.  Joum.  11  July,  1610. 
{^)  Coke's  Inftit.  B.  4.  C.  1.     Subfiuies  temporary. 
(r)  See  the  Statutes  at  large. 
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eye  to  former  aflelFments,  and  to  rate  tvtty  man,  le-* 
cording  as  his  anceftors,  or  men  of  fuch  an  eflimated 
property  were  accuftomed  to  pay.  This  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon,  why  fubfidies  could  not  increafe,  not- 
withftanding  the  great  increafe  of  money,  and  the  rife 
of  rents.  But  there  was  an  evident  reafon,  why  tbey 
continually  decreafed.  The  favour,  as  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  ran  always  againft  the  crown ;  efpecially 
during  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when 
fubfidies  became  numerous,  and  frequent,  and  the 
fums  levied  were  confiderable,  compared  to  former 
fupplies.  The  aifeflbrs,  although  accudomed  to  pay  a 
regard  to  ancient  eftimations,  were  not  bound  to  ob- 
ferve  any  fuch  rule ;  but  might  rate  a-new  any  perfon, 
according  to  his  prefent  income.  When  rents  fell,  or 
parts  of  an  eftate  were  fold  off,  the  proprietor  was  fure 
to  reprefent  thefe  lofles,  and  obtain  a  diminution  of 
his  fubddy ;  but  where  rents  rofe,  or  new  lands  were 
purchafed,  he  kept  his  own  fecret,  and  paid  no  more 
than  formerly.  The  advantage,  therefore,  of  every 
change,  was  taken  againd  the  crown ;  and  the  crown 
could  obtain  the  advantage  of  none.  To  render  the 
matter  worfe,  the  alterations  which  happened  in  pro^ 
perty,  during  this  age,  were,  in  general,  unfavourable 
to  the  crown.  The  fmall  proprietors,  or  the  twenty- 
pound-men  went  continually  to  decay ;  and  when 
their  eftates  were  fwallowed  up  by  a  gretiter,  the  new 
purchafer  did  not  increafe  his  fubfidy.  So  loofc  (ob- 
ferves  our  author,)  is  the  whole  method  of  rating  fub- 
fidies, that  the  wonder  was  not  how  the  tax  (hould 
continually  diminifh ;  but  how  it  yielded  any  revenue 
at  all.  It  became  at  lall  io  unequal,  and  uncertain, 
that  the  parliament  w.;'j  obliged  to  change  it  into  a 
land-tax  (/). 

The 


(«)  Hume'sHiflory  of  Eng  8vo.  V.  6.  p.  175.  Appendix 
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The  price  of  corn,  and  of  other  neceffaries  of  life, 
during  the    reign  of  James,   is  remurked  (/)  to  have 
been  no  lower,  or  rather  to  have  rifen  higher,  than  at 
{)rerent.    In  confequence  of  a  proclamation  iflued  by 
the  king,  and  eftablifliing  public   magazines,  whenfo- 
ever  wheat  fell  below  thirty-two  (hillings,  a  quarter, 
rye  below  eighteen  (hillings,  and  barley  below   fix* 
teen  (hillings,  the  commi(rioners   were  impowered  to 
purchafe  corn  for  the  magazines  (u).     Such  prices,  at 
that  period,  muft  be  confidered  as  low,  yet,  by  the 
prefent  eftlmation,  they  would   rather  pafs  for  high. 
In  this  reign,  the  ufual  bread  of  the  poor  was  made  of 
barley  (x).    The  beft  wool  was  generally  at  thirty- 
three  (hillings,  a  tod.    Lately,  it  was  not  a^ove  two 
thirds  of  that  value  ;  although  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that 
our  exports  in  viroollen  goods  arc  fomewhat  increafed. 
So  rapid  alfo  hath  been  the  progrcfs  of  arts,  and  in- 
duftry,  that  the  finer  manufaftures  have   rather  di- 
(ninifhed  in  price,  notwithftanding  the  great  increafe 
of  money.     In  one  of  the  plays,  written   by  Shake- 
fpeare,  the  hoftefs  aflTurts  FalftafFthat  the  (hirts  which 
(he  had  purchafed  for  him  were  of  Holland,  and  at 
the  price  of  eight  (hillings,  a  yard ;  a  great  price,  at 
this  day,  even   fuppofing  what  is  not  probable,  that 
the  beft  Holland,  at  that  time,  was  equal  in  goodnefs 
to  the  beft  that  can  now  be  purchafed.     In  like  manner, 
a  yard  of  velvet,  towards  the  middle  of  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,    was  valued    at    twenty-two  (hillings  (j>). 
It  may  be  inferred  that  cattle  bore  a  high  price,  as  well 
VoL.IV.  E  as 

(/)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  p.  175.  Ap- 
t>endix. 

(m)  Rymer's  Foedera,  V.  17.  p.  526.-21  Jac.   6.  C.  28. 

(jf)  Ibid.  V.  20.  p.  157. 

(y)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  p.  176. 
Appendix.— See  a  compendium,  or  dialogue  infcrt«d  in 
the  Memoirs  of  Wool,  chap.  33. 
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as  corn,  from  the  obfervation  (z)  that  Henry  prince 
of  Wales,  made  an  allowance  of  nearly  a  groat,  a 
pound,  throughout  the  year,  for  all  the  beef,  and^mut- 
ton  ufed  within  his  family;    It  alfo  deferves  confider- 
ation,  that  the  general  turn  of  that  age,  which  no  law 
could  prevent,  was  the  converting  of  arable  land   into 
pafiure ;  a  certain  proof  that  the  latter  was  found  more 
profitable,  and  confequently  that  the  butcherVmeat, 
as  well  as  bread,  was  rather  higher  than  at  prefent  (a). 
From  the  regulation  of  the  market,  with  regard  to 
poultry,  and  fome  other  articles,  at  an  early  period, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles,  the  firft,  it  appears  that  the 
prices  were  high.    A  Turkey  cock  was  fold  for  four- 
ihillings,  and  fix  pence ;  a  Turkey  hen  for  three  (hil- 
lings ;  a  pheafant  cock  for  fix  (hillings ;   a  pheafant 
hen  for  five  (hillings;  a  partridge  for  one  (hilling; 
a  goofe  for  two  (hillings ;  a  capon  for  two  (hillings 
and  fix  pence;    a  pullet  for   one  (hilling,   and  fix- 
pence;    a  rabbit  for   eight  pence,  and  a  dozen  of 
pigeons  for  fix  (hillings  {b).    The  hiftorian   adds  that 
it  muft  be  remarked  that,  during  the  prefent  ^ra, 
London  is  more  than  thrice  as  populous  as  it  was  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  firft ;  a  circumftance  which  much 
increafes  the  price  of  poultry,  and  of  all  articles  which 
cannot  be  conveniently  brought  from  a  diftance ;  not 
to  mention,  that  thefe  regulations  by  authority  are 
always  calculated  to  dimini(h,  but  never  to  increafe 


u> 


the 


1 1 

(z)  Birch's  Life  of  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  p.  449. 

(a)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  p.  1 76.  Ap- 
pendix. 

(^)  Rymer's  Foedera,  V.  19.  p.  511. — Mr.  Hume  juftly 
obferves  that  we  may  judge  of  the  great  grievance  of^  pur- 
veyance by  this  circumuance,  that  the  Purveyors  often 
gave  but  ilxpence  for  a  dozen  of  Pigeons,  and  two  pence 
for  a  fowl. — bee  Pari.  Journ.  25  May,   1626.  ^ 
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the'  market-prices.  .  The  contradors  for  viSualling 
the  navy  were  allowed,  by  government,  eight  pence, 
SI  day,  for  the  diet  of  each  man,  when  within  the 
harbour,  and  feven  pence  halfpenny,  a  day,  when  at ' 
fea  (<■) }  which  would  fuffice  at  prefent.    This  fubjeft 
is  concluded  with  an  obfervation  that  the  chief  differ- 
ence in  expence  between  that  age,  and  the  prefent, 
confifts  in  the  imaginary  wants  of  men,  which  have 
fince  extremely  multiplied.      Thefe  are  the  princi- 
pal reafons  why  the  revenue  of  James  would  go  far- 
ther than  the  fame  money  in  our  time,  although  the 
difference  is  not  nearfo  great  as  is  ufually  imagined  {d). 

Concerning  the  eftablifliment  of  colonies,  we  have 
already  treated,  and,  therefore,  in  this  place,  refume 
the  fubjed,  merely  to  introduce  an  obfervation  which, 
at  the  period  when  it  fell  from  one  of  the  moft  difcern- 
ing  of  our  hiftorians  («),  made  a  deep  imprellion, 
and  was  perhaps  more  than  generally  attended  to  ;  but 
its  fallacy  is  now  demonstrated  in  a  feries  of  events 
which  the  few  lovers  of  their  country  who  yet  re- 
main untainted  by  the  corruption  of  furrounding  par- 
ties, muft  contemplate  with  equal  horror,  and  defpair. 

"  Speculative  reafoners  raifed  many  obje^ions, 
**  during  the  reign  of  James,  to  the  eftablifliment  of 
**  remote  colonies,  and  foretold  that  after  draining 
**  their  mother-country  of  inhabitants,  they  would 
"  foon  fliake  off  her  yoke,  and  ered  an  independent 


I 


E  2 


« 


go- 


juftly 
Di  pur- 
often 
pence 


(f)  Rymer's  Foedera,  V.  17.  p.  4^1. 

(J)  It  is  proper  that  we  mould  inform  the  Reader  that 
thefe  remarks  were  written  by  Mr.  Hume,  in  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  feven  hundred,  and  fifty-Bve ;  and  that,  in 
this  ihort  period,  the  prices  have  rifen  more  than  during 
the  preceding  hundred,  and  fifty  years. 

(e)  Mr.  Hume.  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  p.  >88. 
Appendix. 
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**  government  in  America;  but  time  hath  (hewn  that 
"  the  views  entertained  by  thofe  who  encouraged  fuch 
**  generous  undertakings,  were  more  juft,  and  Iblid. 
**  A  mild  government,  and  a  great  naval  force  have 
"  pfeferved,  and  may  (till  preferve,  during  fome  time, 
"  the  dominion  of  England  over  her  colonies.  And 
"  fuch  advantages  have  commerce,  and  navigation 
"  reaped  from  thei'e  eftablilhments,  that  more  than 
"  a  fourth  of  the  EngliHi  (hipping  is,  at  prefent  (fj, 
"  computed  to  be  employed  in  carrying  on  the  traffic 
**  with  the  American  fettfements.'* 

To  the  remark  that  agricukure  was  anciently  very 
imperfe6t  in  England,  Mr.  Hume  judicioufly  adds  that 
the  fudden  tranfitions  which  have  been  fo  often  men- 
tioned by  hiflorians,  from  the  loweft  to  the  higheil 
price  of  grain,  and  the  prodigious  inequality  of  its 
value,  at  different  years,  are  fufficient  proofs  that  the 
produce  depended  intirely  on  the  feafons,  and  that  art 
had  as  yet  done  nothing  to  fence  againft  the  inclemency 
of  the  heavens.  He  fubjoins  that,  during  the  reign 
of  James,  conHderable  improvements  were  made,  as 
in  moft  arts,  fo  in  this,  the  moft  beneficial  of  any. 
A  numerous  catalogue  might  be  formed  of  books,  and 
pamphlets,  treating  of  hufbandry,  which  were  written 
about  this  time.  It  is  obferved  that  the  nation  was, 
notwithftanding,  ftill  depending  on  foreigners  for  daily 
bread ;  and  although  its  exportation  of  grain  now 
forms  a  confiderable  branch  of  its  commerce,  in  fpite 
of  its  probable  increafe  of  people,  there  was,  in  that 
period,  a  regular  importation  from  the  Baltic,  as  well 
as  from  France  ;  and,  if  it  ever  ftopped,  the  bad  con- 
fequences  were  fenfibly  felt  by  the  nation.     Sir  Walter 

Raleigh 


( /")  This  remaik  wa4  written  about  the  year,  one  thou- 
fanu, 


feven  luindre'.l,  and  fifty-five. 
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Raleigh  computes  that  twa  millions  went  out,  at  one 
time,  for  corn.  It  was  not  until  the  fifth  year  of  • 
the  reigfi  of  Elizabeth  that  the  exportation  of  corn 
had  been  allowed  Iw  England ;  and  Camden  obferves 
that  agriculture,  ion  that  moment,  received  new 
life,  and  vigour  (g).  tllU. I -TO   :      rrrh  1 

Relatively  to  the  coinage,  we  fhall  remark  that  by 
an  indenture  of  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  James, 
the  firft,   a   pound-weight   of   gold,    of  twenty-two 
carats,    fine,   and  of  two   carats,    alk>y,  was  coined 
into  thirty-feven  pounds,  and  four  (hillings,  by  tale ; 
namely,    into  unites,    pafllng   for  twenty    ihillings ; 
double  crowns,  at   ten  (hillings;  Britain    crowns,   at 
five  ihillings ;    thiftle  crowns,   at  four  ihillings ;  and 
half  crowns,  at  two  ihillings,    and  fix   pence,  each. 
A   pound  weight  of  filver,    of    the    fame  Aandard, 
was  coined  into  fixty-two  ihillings,   by  tale ;  name- 
ly, into  ihillings,  fixpences,  two-pences,  pence,  half- 
pence^ crowns,  and   half-crowns.     In   the   third  year 
of  this   reign,   a  pound  weight  of  gold,  of  the  old 
flandard,  and  of  twenty- three  carats,    three   grains, 
and  a    half,    fine,    was    coined   into  forty    pounds, 
and  ten  ihillings,  by  tale;    namely,    into  rofe-riaU, 
at    thirty    ihillings,    a    piece;    fpur-rials,    at   fifteen 
ihillings,  a  piece ;    and    angels,  at    ten  ihillings,    a 
piece.      In  the  ninth  year   of   this  reign,  a  procla- 
mation   was  ilTued,    dire6:ing  that    gold  ihould   be 
raifed,  at  the  rate  of  two  ihillings,  in  every  twenty 
fhillings.     On  the  fucceeding  year,  a  pound  weight 
of    the  old  ftandard-gold  was  coined  into  forty-four 
pounds,    by    tale ;    namely,     rofe-rials,      fpur-rials, 
and  angels.     A  pound  weight  of-  gold,   of  twenty- 
,  E3  two 
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(g)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.    V. 
189.    Appendix. 
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two  carats,  fine,  was  coined  into  forty  pounds, 
eighteen  (hillings,  and  four  pence ;  namely,  into 
unites,  at  twenty-two  (hillings;  double-crowns,  at 
eleven  (hillings ;  Britain  crowns,  at  five  (hillings,  and 
lizpence;  thiftle-crowns,  at  four  (hillings,  and  four 
pence,  three  farthings ;  or  half  Briti(h  crowns,  at  two 
(hillings,  and  nine  pence,  a  piece  {X). 


..  -f . 


(A)  Rapin's  Hifto7  of  England,    8vo.  V.  8.  p.  305, 
&c.  &c. 
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Sir  WALTER  RALEIGH. 


WERE  we  to  trace  the  condud  of  this  eccen- 
tric hero  through  every  ftriking  circumftance 
in  which  a  fearlefs  difpofition,  extenfive  talents,  an  ac- 
tive perfeverance,  great  virtues,  and  fome  fatally-dire^,- 
ed  vices  induced  him  to  engage,  we  fhould  enter  into  a 
field  much  wider  than  that  which  hath  been  already 
taken  for  the  difcuifion  of  occurrences  conneSed  with 
the  nature  of  our  hiftory.  Let  it  fuffice,  therefore,  that 
we  prefent  the  reader  with  a  brief  detail  of  thofe  parti- 
cular tranfaSions  which  lay  claim  to  his  attention. 

The  celebrated  fubje£i  of  this  memoir  was  the  Ton 
of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  baronet,  of  Fardel,  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  by  his  third,  and  laft  wife,  Cathe- 
rine, the  daughter  of  Sir  Philip  Champernon,  of  Mod- 
bury,  and  therelift  of  Otho  Gilbert,  efquire,  of  Comp- 
ton(/i).    Thus,  was  he   alfo  the  uterine  brother  of 

£  4  thofe 

(a)  Modbury,  and  Compton,  are  both  fituated  in  Devon- 
ihire. 
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thofe  illuftrious  knights.  Sir  John,  Sir  Humphrey,  and 
Sir  Adrian  Gilbert.; .»  circumftance  at  lead  as  henoutr 
able  as  his  defcent  from  a  family  coceval  with  the  con- 
queft  {b). 

In  the  year,  one  thoafand,  five  hundred,  and  ^ty<- 
tpfp  Mr.  Haleigh^t^  being  poflfefled  o£  a  long  leafe,  t6r 
fided  at  Hayes,  a  farm  fituated  in  the  parifli  of  Budley, 
and  in  that  part  of  Devonfhire  which  borders  eaftward 
upon  the  fea,  and  lies  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
place  where  the  river  Ottery  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
Briti(h  channel.  Here,  and  at  this  period  his  family 
was  augmented  by  the  birth  of  Walter,  who,  when  he 
had  paiTed  the  earlieft  days  of  life,  in  acquiring  a 
cqnjipet.en^  knowledge  of  the  elements  of  literature, 
was  fent  to  the  Univerflty  of  Oxford,  and  admitted  into 
Oriel  college,  where,  in  the  year  one  thoufand,  five 
hundred,  and  fixty  eight,  he  had  diftinguilhed  himfelf 
by  a  prpficiency  in  learning,  far  beyond  his  age  (f).    , '' 

After  a  ihprt  refidence  at  this  place,  he  travelled  i^to 
France  (</),  accompanied  by  feveral  young,  and  enter- 
^rizing  volunteers,  of  honourable  families,  who  bore 
arms  in  defence  of  the  proteftants,  during  that  period, 
amounting  to  twenty-five  thoufand  fighting  men,  and 
.encamped  near  Limofin,  under  the  admiral  Coligny, 
and  |he  prioice  of  Condd  (e).    In  this  kingdom,  Ra- 

Reigh 

(h)  Camden's  Britannia,  in  Devon.— John  Prince's  Wor- 
thies of  Devon,  fol.  1701.  p.  531.-— Vliitalions  of  Wilts, 
Dorfet,  and  Somerfet,  MS.  A.  D.  1623. — Vifitation  of  De- 
vonihire,  by  William  Hervey,  efquire,  Clarencieux,  MSI. 
in  the  Herald's  pffice.  -rLife  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  by  Ol- 

<*ys»  P-  4»  5»  6. 

(f)  Wood's  Athen.  Oxon.  V.    i.   Col.  345. — Campbell's 

Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  46. 

(d)  About  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fve  hundred,  and 
fixty-nine.  .  , 

(e)  Camden's  Annals,  A.  D.  1560. — J.  De  Serres.  anno 
1569. — Jac.  Auguft.  Thuani  Hiftoriarum  fui  Temporis, 
lorn.  2.  tolio.  1626.  Ub.  46.  p.  601. 
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feigh  ferved  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time,  improv- 
ing his  military  knowledge,  and  gaining,  by  the  pru- 
dence and  intrepidity  of  his  conduit,  the  reputation 
of  an  accomplifhed  foidier.  To  what  an  excellence 
he  had  arrived  in  the  firft  inftance,  is  evident  from  thofe 
judicious  obfervations,  which  are  dill  extant,  and  re- 
late to  the  civil  wars  of  France,  under  the  reign  of 
Charles,  the  ninth,  a  tyrant  whofe  ferocious  difpofi- 
tion  was  equalled  only  by  his  bigotry,  and  diiTimula- 
tion.  Such  was  Raleigh,  when  confidered  as  a  military 
writer ;  and  that  he,  with  equal  valour,  and  difcre- 
tion,  reduced  to  praftice  the  theory  of  martial  Sci- 
ence, hath  been  attefled  by  thofe  officers  who  fought 
near  to  him  in  the  field  of  battle.  We  learn  that  he 
followed  the  wars,  under  the  banners  of  the  Hugonots, 
during  the  fpace  of  five  years,  and  next,  pafTed  into 
the  Netherlands,  where  he  aStcd  as  a  volunteer  againfi: 
the  Spaniards  (/).  Thefe  countries  were,  in  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  the  fcenes,  and  fchools  of  heroifm. 
Hither,  every  gallant  youth,  who  had  embraced  the 
profefllon  of  a  foidier,  haftened  to  acquire  honour, 
by  the  expofure  of  his  perfon,  in  the  heat  of  a£tion. 
To  the  generality  of  adventurers,  the  intervals  of 
reft  from  an  engagement  were  more  fatal  than  the 
foes  whom  they  attacked.  A  licentioufnefs  of  man- 
ners, too  prevalent  in  camps,  had  introduced  a  bane- 
ful corruption,  and  the  milder  virtues  (without  the 
influence  of  which  human  nature  muft  fink  into  dif- 
grace,)  were  become  the  averfion  of  a  fet  of  men  who 
deemed  the  wild  fallies  of  a  ferocious  difpofition  to  be 
the  trueft  charafteriftics  of  a  perfeft  foidier.  Amidft 
this  deluded  multitude,  Raleigh  remained  fuperior  to 

feduc- 
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(/)  Naunton's  Fragmenta  Regah'a,  p.  28. — CampbpH's 
Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  47. 
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fedu£tion,  and  turning  to  advantage  every  incident 
connedcd  with  a  military  fervice  in  a  foreign  country, 
became  at  once  fo  much  the  inquifitive  philofopher, 
the  pohihed  gentleman,  and  the  well-inftruded  offi- 
cer, that  on  his  return  to  England,  he  was  confidercd 
as  a  man  fcarcely  equalled  either  with  regard  to  pre- 
fent  endowments,  or  the  fanguine  hopes  which  he  had 
raifed  in  his  acquaintance  concerning  the  future  appli- 
cation of  exalted  talents  {g). 

In  the  year,  one  thoufand,  five  hundred,  and  feven- 
ty-^eight.  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  the  brother-in-law  of 
Raleigh,  obtained  from  Elizabeth  a  patent,  by  virtue 
of  which  he  was  impowered  to  cilablifh  a  colony  with- 
in feme  northern  diftrids  of  America,  which  were  not 
ponelTed  by  any  prince  who  had  engaged  in  treaties  of 
alliance  with  the  crown  of  England.  The  particulars 
conne6ted  with  this  ent^^rprize  have  been  already  pre- 
Tented  (<i)  to  the  reader  ;  and  it  is,  in  this  place,  fuf- 
ficient  to  obferve  that  Raleigh,"  who  had  accompanied 
his  brave,  but  unfortunate  relation,  returned  to  his  na- 
tive country,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  one  thoufand, 
five  hundred,  and  eighty-nine. 

We,  next,  trace  our  illuftrious  adventurer  bearing 
arms  under  the  prefident  of  Munfter  (/').  At  a  fuc- 
ceeding  period  [k),  he  fervcd  as  an  officer,  amongft 
the  troops  commanded  by  Thomas,  earl  of  Ormond, 

a  near 


(g)  CampbelVs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  47. 

(^)  See  from  the  twenty-fifth  to  the  forty-fevenih  page 
of  the  third  volume  of  this  work. — Confult,  alfo,  Howell's 
Letters,  V.  2.  No.  54. — Hackluyt,  V.  3.  p.  164. — i7j. 
— Holingnicd,  V.  2.  p.  1369. — Oldys's  Life  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  Folio,  p.  13. — ^Hooker's  Dedication,  prefixed  to 
the  Tranflatlon,  and  Continuation  of  the  Irifh  Chronicles.^-- 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  47,  48. 

(0  A.  D.  1580.  \ 

,    (*)  A.D.  .581. 
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a  near  relation  to  Elizabeth,  but  more  ennobled  by  his 
^jirtues,  and,  particularly,  that  firm  adherence  to  his 
duty  which  enabled  him  to  turn,  with  a  generous  dif- 
dain,  from  temptations  of  greater  prevalence  than  any 
to  which  others  in  fuch  exalted  ftations  had  ever  been 
expofed.  The  Spaniards,  headed  by  San  Jofepo,  an 
Italian,  had  conftruded,  and  fortified  a  caflle,  called 
Del  Ore,  at  Smerwick,  in  the  county  of  Kerry.  Of 
this  hold,  an  attempt  was  made  to  difpofTcfs  them,  by 
Arthur,  lord  Grey,  the  newly-appointed  deputy,  a 
ferocious  tyrant,  and  implacable  in  his  hatred  againft 
the  Iriih,  whom  he  now  treated  with  the  mofl  unre- 
lenting barbarity,  under  pretence  that  he  could  not 
more  effedually  adhere  to  his  inftru6tions  for  the 
ipeedy,  and  fuccefsful  termination  of  the  war.  When 
Ormond  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  Rathkeal,  Grey, 
attended  by  a  body  of  forces,  amounting  to  eight  hun- 
dred men,  advanced  from  Dublin,  whilft,  in  order  to 
fupport  his  hoflile  operations,  the  Englifh  admiral.  Sir 
William  Winter,  proceeded,  with  his  fleet,  to  Smer- 
wick. Previous  to  the  attack,  the  troops  within  the 
garrifon  were  fummoned  to  furrender.  They  replied 
that  they  would  (land  on  their  defence,  and  endeavour, 
with  force  of  arms,  to  obey  th^  mandates  of  the 
pope,  deftroy  heretics,  and  compel  the  furviving  na- 
tives to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  their  mafler 
Philip,  whom  the  church  of  Rome  had  formally  in^ 
veiled  with  the  fovereignty  of  Ireland.  This  anfwer, 
lefs  rational,  than  bold,  was  followed  by  a  furious  fally, 
during  which  the  Spaniards  were  violently  repulfed. 
On  the  day  following.  Sir  William  Winter  ereded  a 
battery  of  cannon  between  the  fortrefs  and  the  (hore, 
whilft,  on  the  land-llde,  the  lord  Grey  drew  up  his 
artillery,  at  an  advantageous  diftance,  <  for  the  purpofe 
of  annoying  the  beiieged,  who,  when  again  prefTed  to 

yield. 
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yield,  and  rely  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Englifti,  declared 
that  they  not  only  fhould  repel  hodilities,  but  endea- 
vour to  extend  the  progrefs  of  their  arms.  The  at- 
tack was  now  commenced,  and  Jofepo,  the  commander, 
of  the  fort,  convinced  of  the  inefficacy  of  refiAance, 
yet  diffenting  from  the  opinion  of  his  aflbciates,  in- 
treated  for  permiiTion  to  capitulate.  Grey  anfwered 
that  to  traitors  no  concefllons  could  be  granted  ;  and 
the  enemy  driven  to  the  moil  terrible  extremities,  im- 
plored for  mercy,  and  fubmitted.  It  is  with  equal 
abhorrence,  and  concern,  that  we  purfue  the  fequel  of 
this  relation.  Raleigh,  the  enlightened,  the  celebrated 
Raleigh  was  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  perpetration 
of  cruelties  which  would  have  difgraced  a  favage. 
The  laurels  reaped  by  this  intrepid  foldier,  during 
ihe  redu£lion  of  the  fortrefs,  were,  afterwards,  be* 
fmeared  with  blood.  Forgetful  of  his  honour,  he  acr 
cepted  of  an  ignominious  office,  and  coolly,  when  all 
contention  had  fubfided,  afTifted  in  the  (laughter  of 
the  garrifon.  Too  juftly  was  it  aiTerted,  in  the  prefence 
of  Elizabeth,  that  the  lord  deputy ,  and  his  officers, 
Yiad  tyrannized  with  fuch  barbarity,  that  little  remained 
in  Ireland  for  her  to  reign  over  but  carcafTes,  and 
afhes  (/). 

in^  vindication  of  thefe  fevere  proceedings,  it  hath 
been  urged  that  the  vanquifhed  were  fo  numerous,  dar- 
ing,   and  ungovernable,  that  an  attempt  to  confine 

them 

(/)  Stowe,  p.  6S8.— Camden,  p.  334,  355,  336,  337, 
33S,  339.— Hooker's  Supplement  to  the  IrilU  Chronicle^ 
I'olio  p.  171.— O  Sull.  Hift.  Cath.—Leland's  Hiftory  of 
Ireland,  B.  4.  C.  2. — Campbell  s  Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
V.  2.  p.  48,  49 — Cox's  hiftory  of  Ireland,  p.  368. — 
Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  bvo,  V.  5.  p.  233,  234 — See 
nlfothe  199th  2orth  and  201ft  pa^cs  of  ihe  fecond  volump 
of  this  Work.^Oldys's  life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Folio. 
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them  within  a  piifon  muft  have  been  too  precarious  a 
method,  whilft  their  conquerors  were  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  precluding  them  from  the  power  of  a  fecond, 
and  more  efFeftual  rcfiftance  ;  that  a  total  extirpation 
of  fuch  enemies,  was  the  only  firm  fecurity  on  which 
the  Englilh  could  rely  ;  that  in  the  very  moment  pre- 
vious to  the  order  for  the  execution  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  had  furrendered,  the  lord  deputy  received  advice 
of  the  near  approach  of  one  thoufand,  and  five  hun- 
dred of  the  rebellious  Irifli ;  that  no  veOels  were  in 
readinefs  to  convey  the  foreigners  to  their  native 
land  ;  and  that  the  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  vic- 
torious party,  declared  that  they  would  turn  their  ami"? 
againft  their  own  chiefs,  if  retrained  from  the  full 
liberty  of  plundering  the  fort.  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  fuch  apologies  to  fcreen  the  Englifli  cither 
from  the  execration  of  their  adverfaries,  or  the 
cenfures  of  the  world.  All  Europe  confidered  this 
itiafiacre  with  horror  ;  but  the  catholics,  in  particular, 
exclaimed  againft  it,  as  the  moft  cruel,  and  flagitious 
infringement  of  a  folemn  oath,  by  which  Grey  had 
taught  the  Spaniards  to  expe^  the  liberty  of  departing 
fecure  from  infult,  and  with  the  honours  of  war. 

The  great  law  of  candour,  which  no  hiftorian 
fhould  ever  venture  to  tranfgrefs,  will  not  fufi^er  us,  in 
this  place,  to  conceal  a  leftimony,  that  was  intended 
to  palliate  the  barbarity  of  the  lord  deputy,  and 
his  aflbciates.  How  efie^lualiy  it  may  operate  as  an 
exculpation  of  the  guilt  fuppofed  to  have  been  in- 
curred by  Raleigh,  is,  without  a  comment,  fubmitted  to 
the  judgment  of  the  reader.  A  celebrated  writer,  who 
was  fecretary  (m)  to  Grey,  and  near  the  fcene  of  ac- 

•  tion, 

(«)  Edmond  Spencer.— View  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  V. 
^  p.  1611.  umo. 
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tion,  hath  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  the  following  ac- 
count. 

**  When  iirft  their  fecretary  Seignior  Jeffrey,  an 
*<  Italian,  was  fent  to  treat  with  the  lord  deputy,  for 

grace,  he  was  flatly  .refiifed  it.  And  afterwards, 
*  when  their  colonel,  named  Don  Sebaftian,  came 

forth  to  intreat  that  they  might  depart  with  their 
*'  arms,  like  foldiers,  and,  at  lead,  be  fpared  their 
**  lives,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  war,  and  the 
*'  law  of  nations,  the  requeft  was  ilrongly  denied 
'*  to  him,  and  he  was  told  by  the  lord  deputy,  that 
'*  they  could  not  juftly  plead  either  the  cuftom  of  war, 
"  or  the  law  of  nations ;  for  that  they  were  not  any 
**  lawful  enemies ;  and  if  they  were,  he  infifted  upon 
**  their  (hewing  by  what  commiflion  they  came  thi- 
**  ther,  into  the  dominions  of  another  prince,  to 
**  war.  When  they  faid  they  had  no  commiflion 
'*  to  produce,  but  were  only  adventurers  that  came  to 
*'  feek  fortune  abroad,  and  to  ferve  in  wars  amongft 
**  the  Irifh,  who  defired  to  entertain  them,  it  was  then 
"  anfwered  that  the  Irilh,  fuch  as  the  earl  (and  John,) 
"  of  Defmond,  with  the  reft,  were  no  lawful  enemies, 
*'  but  rebels,  and  traitors ;  and  therefore  they 
*'  who  came  to  fuccour  them,  were  no  better  than 
"  rogues,  and  runnagades,  and  efpecially  when  com- 
*<  ing  without  a  licence,  or  commidion  from  their  own 
"  king  ;  wherefore  it  would  be  difhonourable  for  him, 
**  \n  the  name  of  his  queen,  to  condition,  or  make 
*<  any  terms  with  fuch  rafcalls.     So  he  left  it  to  their 

choice,  whether  they  would  yield  or  not.     Then 

the  faiJ  colonel  did  abfolutely  yield  himfelf,  and  the 
*'  fort,  with  all  therein,  craving  only  mercy,  which 
*'  it  was  not  thought  good  to  ftiew  them." 

We  learn  that  Kaleigh  performed  other  fervices  in 
IrLlmd,  a  minute  relation  of  which  is  foreign  to  our- 

pur- 
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purpofe.  Thcfe  were  fo  favourably  reprefented  by  his 
Friends,  in  England,  that,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand, 
five  hundred,  and  eighty  one,  he  was  appointed,  under 
a  joint  commilTion,  one  of  the  governors  of  Munfter. 
Hiscondu6t,  during  the  execution  of  this  office,  gave 
the  higheft  fatisfadion  to  the  queen,  who  rewarded 
him  with  a  grant  of  a  large  eilate  fituated  in  the 
country  which  he  had  fubdued  (n). 

Soon  after  his  return  to  England,  he  attraded  the 
notice  of  his  fovereign,  by  one  of  thofe  a£ls  of  gal- 
lantry which  were  not  only  natural  to  him,  but  formed 
a  principal  ingredient  of  his  character.    Whilft  Eliza- 
beth was  engaged  in  taking  her  frequent  exercife  on 
foot,  ihe  approached  a  fpot  of  ground,  the  furface  of 
which  had  been  ftrewn  with  rubbiih.     Unwilling  to 
foil  her  Ihoes,  (he  (lopped  (hort,  and  Teemed  averfe 
from  going  forward,  when  Raleigh,  who  had  obferved 
her,  at  a  diftance,  ran  up,  and  throwing  off  h\»  vel- 
vet cloak,  (a  part  of  the  fa(hionable  habit  which  he 
wore,)  fell  refpedfully  on  his  knees,  and  extended  it 
acrofs  the  path.    The  queen  trod  gently  over  it,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  difcovered  her  approbation  of  th'tr. 
politenefs,  with  a  gracious  fmile.  Encouraged  by  a  con  - 
defcenfion  which  appeared  the  earneft  of  his  better  for- 
tune, he  reported  daily  to  the  court.     When  he  per- 
ceived that  Elizabeth  (lill  honoured  bim  with  her  at- 
tention, he  wrote  on  the  pane  of  a  glafs   window, 
which  was  obvious  to  her  eye, 

**  Fain  would  J  climb,  yet  fear  I  to  fall," 
and,  foon  afterwards,  obferved  that  his  royal  midrefs 
had  added 

'*  If  thine  heart  fail  thee,  climb  not  at  all  (c)." 

It 
(«)  Naunton's  Fragmenta  Regalia,   p.  28,  29, — Camp- 
bell's Lives  of  the  Adnn'rals.  V.  2.  p.  50. 

(9)  Fuller's  Worthies  of  England,  Folio.  1662,  in  Devon. 
— ^Walpole's  Roval,  and  noWe  Authors.  Article  Elizabetl:. 
V.  I.  p.  31. 
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It  is  juftly  obfcrved  that,  howfoever  romantic  tht(€ 
paflages  may  appear,  the  graved  hiftorians  have  not 
fcrupled  to  admit  them.  The  experienced  reader  who 
knows  how  often  an  unexpei^ed  compliment,  or  arti" 
ficial  bait  for  favour,  will  catch  it  (boner  than  the 
mod  fubdantial  fervices,  would,  perhaps,  doubt  whe- 
ther fuch  incidents  are  to  be  called  acceflaries,  fo 
much  as  principals  in  worldly  promotions  ;  but  efteem 
thofe  circumftances  as  the  mod  inftru^ive  in  the  lives 
of  great  men  which  difplay  the  footdeps  of  their  ad" 
vancement,  and  how  they  fird  fell  into  the  track  of 
didin£lion.  The  acquifition  of  glory  hath  been 
compared  to  that  of  riches.  The  profound  mydery 
lies  in  procuring  the  prime  dock ;  an  ordinary  pru" 
dence  will  increafe  it  (p). 

When  the  duke  of  Anjou,  who,  in  the  chara£ter  of 
a  lover,  had  rcfided  during  three  months,  at  the  court 
of  Elizabeth,  departed,  in  order  to  afliime  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Netherlands,  the  Queen  exprefsly  com- 
manded that  Raleigh  diould  attend  him.  "When  bur 
Hero  returned  from  this  fervice,  he  was  intruded  with 
letters,  addrefl'ed  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  the  queen. 
{q)  Shortly  afterwards,  he  fixed  his  refidence  within 
the  court  ;  and  was  patronized  even  by  contending 
Statcfmen,  who  Teemed  rejoiced  to  prove  how  true  a 
Judgment  they  could  form  of  merit  (r).  In  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  live  hundred,  and  eighty-three,  he  was 
concerned  in  the  fecond  attempt  of  his  brother  Sir 
Hump!  ey  Gilbert,  whofe  miferable  end  hath  been  al- 
ready 

(/.)  OlJys's  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Foiio.  p.  19. 

[q)  Iticefter's  Coranionwealth,  p  37— Aulic  Coquin. 
p.  c)o. — Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  invention  of  Shipping,  In  his 
felett  eflays,  p.  ^6. — Campbells  Lives  of  the  Adniirtls, 
V.  2.  p.  i;!. 

(r)  Shirley's  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  p.  19. — Lloyd's 
Stale  Worthies,  p.  487. — CauipbcU's  Lives  of  the  Adniiials, 
v.  2  p.  50. 
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ready  mentioned  (/).  The  concern  with  which  Ra- 
leigh received  the  news  of  this  calamity,  howfoever 
violent^  did  not  prevent  him  from  cherifhing  the  popu- 
lar zeal  for  the  progrefs  of  colonization  ;  and  equally 
eager  to  gratify  his  own  wiflies,  and  keep  alive  the 
fpirit  of  difcoveries,  he  drew  up  a  memorial  of  the 
advantages  likely  to  refult  from  an  endeavour  to 
explore fhofe  regions  which  were  fituated  to  the  North- 
ward of  America,  and  prefented  it  at  the  couhcil-board. 
Such  was  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure,  that  the  queen 
granted  him  her  letters-patent,  of  which  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  prefent  the  rtfader  with  a  copy. 

"Elizabeth,  &c.  To  all  people  greeting.  Know 
yc  that  out  of  our  efpecial  grace,  we  grant  to  our 
trufty,  and  well-beloved  fervant,  Walter  Raleigh, 
ciquire,  his  heirs,  and  afllgns,  the  free  liberty  to  dif- 
cover  fuch  remote  heathen,  and  barbarous  lands,  not 
aftually  pofleffed  by  any  Chriflian  prince,  nor  inha- 
bited by  Chriflian  people,  as  to  him,  or  them  ihall  feem 
good,  to  hold  the  fame,  with  all  prerogatives,  commo- 
dities, jniirdi£tions,  royalties,  privileges,  by  fea,  and 
land,  as  we  by  letters-patent  may  grant,  or  any  of 
our  progenitors  have  granted  ;  with  licent  j  to  inhabit, 
or  remain,  build,  and  fortify,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
f.iid  Walter  Raleigh,  his  heirs,  &c.  the  ftatutes,  or  afts 
againft  fugitives,  or  fuch  as  depart  this  realm  unpre- 
judiced, notwithftanding.  We  likewife  grant  him,  or 
them,  full  power  to  tal'e,  or  lead  fuch  of  our  fubjcdts 
as'  ihall  willingly  accompany  him,  or  them  ;  alio  to 
employ,  and  ufe  fufficient  fliipping,  and  furniture  for 
trunfportations,  and  navigations  in  that  behalf;  fo  that 
none  of  thofe  perfons  be  fuch  as  are  rcftrained  by  us, 
or  our  heirs,  or  fuccelfors.      Farther,  that  the   faid 

Vol.  IV.  F  Walter 

(*)  See  from  the  thirty-fourth,  to  the'  forty-fourth  page 
of  the  third  volume  of  this  work. 
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Walter  Raleigh,  and  bis  heirs  fhall  enjoy  for  ever,  aK 
the  foil  of  fuch  land  fo  to  be  difcovered,  and  of  all  fucb 
cit;es,  caftles,  or  towns,  in  the  fame,  with  the 
ri^ht  and  royalties,  as  well  marine,  as  ether,  within 
the  faid  land,  or  feas  adjoining,  with  full  power  to  dif- 
pofe  thereof  in  fee-fimple,  or  otherwife,  according  to 
the  laws  of  England,  at  his,  and  their  will,  to  any  per- 
fon  within  the  allegiance  of  us,  or  of  our  heirs,  re- 
ferving  always  to  us,  for  all  fervices,  duties,  and  de- 
mands, the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold,  and  filver 
there  obtained  after  fuch  difcovery.  All  which  lands, 
and  countries  fhall  be  for  ever  holden  by  the  faid  Wal- 
ter Raleigh,  his  heirs,  &c.  by  homage,  the  faid  pay- 
ment referved  only  for  all  fervices.  We  likewife  grant 
to  the  faid  Raleigh,  and  his  heirs,  licence  for  their  de- 
fence, to  repel  by  land,  or  fea,  all  perfons  that  fhall 
without  his,  or  their  liking,  attempt  to  inhabit  the 
fame  countries,  or  within  two  hundred  leagues  of  the 
places  in  them,  where  he,  or  they,  within  fix  years  to 
come,  fliali  make  their  dwellings,  if  not  before  inha- 
bited by  the  fubjefts  of  any  Chriflian  prince,  in  amity 
with  us.  Giving  alfo  power  to  him,  or  them,  to  take 
thofe  perfons,  with  their  fhips,  and  goods,  and  keep 
them  as  lawful  prize,  who,  without  hi  ^  or  their  li- 
cence, fhall  be  found  trafficking  within  the  limits  afore- 
faid  (our  fubje£ts,  and  others,  in  amity  with  us,  only 
excepted}.  And  as  well  for  uniting  in  more  pcrfe^ 
league,  fuch  countries  with  our  realms  of  England, 
and  Ireland,  as  for  the  encouragement  of  men  to  thefe 
cnterprizes,  we  declare  that  all  fuch  countries  fo  pof- 
feflfed  fhall  be  of  our  allegiance.  And  we  grant  unto  the 
faid  Walter  Raleigh,  his  heirs,  and  unto  all,  being  of  our 
allegiance,  whofe  names  fhall  be  entered  into  fome  court 
of  record,  within  our  realm  of  England,  and  to  their 
heirs  who,  with  the  afTent  of  the  faid  Walter  Raleigh, 


SIR  WALTER   RALEIGH.     83 

his  heirs,  &c.  fhall^  in  his  journies  for  difcoveries,  or 
conqueft,  hereafter  travel  fuch  lands  that  they,  and 
every  of  them,  being  either  born  within  our  faid  realms 
of  England,  or  of  Ireland,  or  in  any  other  place  within 
our  allegiance,  and  who  (hall  hereafter  be  inhabitants 
of  any  of  the  lands  aforefaid,  Ih^ll  have,  all  the  pri- 
vilege of  free  denizens,  and  perfons,  natives  of  Eng- 
land, in  fuch  ample  manner  as  if  they  were  born,  and 
perfonally  refident  in  our  faid  realm  of  England,  any 
law,  &c.    nbtwitbftanding.      And,  farther,    for  the 
fafety  of  all  that  (hall  adventure  themfelves,  we  grant 
the  faid  Walter  Raleigh,  and  his  heirs,  full  power,  and 
authority  within  the  faid  lands,  in  the  way  thither, 
and  from  thence,  to  corre^,    puni(h,    pardon,  and 
govern,  by  their  good  difcretions,    and    policies,    as 
well  in  caufes,    capital,    as  criminal,   as  civil,   both 
marine  and  other,  all  our  fubje£ts  who  fo  adventure 
themfelves,    and    (hall   inhabit   the   territories  afore- 
faid,  or  ihall  ajbide  within  two  hundred  leagues,  of 
any  fuch  places,  where  he,  or  they  ihall  inhabit,  with- 
in fixty  years  next  enfuing,  according  to  fuch  (latutesy 
as  (hall  be,  by  him,  or  them  fitabliihed,  fo  that  the 
faid  (latutes,  or  laws  conform  as  near  as  conveniently 
may  be,  with  thofe  of  England,  and  do  not  oppugn  the 
chriftian  faith,  or  any  way  withdraw  the  people  of 
thofe  landii,  from  our  allegiance.     We  alfo  grant  full 
power  to  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  counfellor,  SJr 
William  Cecil,  lord   Burghley,  our  high-treafurer  oi 
England,  and  to  the  lord-trealiiftr  for  us,  and  our 
heirs,   and  to  the  privy-council  Of  in,  and  our  heirs, 
or  any  four,  or  more  of  them,  that  he,  or  they,  un- 
der their  hands,  or  feals,  authorize  the  faid  Walter 
Raleigh,  or  His  hejrs,  by   themfelves,  or  officers,  to 
tranfport  out   of  England,  and  Ireland,  any  of  their 

F  2  goods. 
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goods  jWith  other  commodities  as  to  the  faid  lord- 
trcafurer^  9^  the  faid.  priv-y-oouncil  (hall  be  thought 
CQrtyeniqUtyiiiif^r  tht  better  relief,  and  fupport  of  the  faid 
WlaiterRaileigh*  or  his  heirs,  any  a^  notwithAand* 
mpi  Pi<ovided  aUrays,  that  if  the  faid  Walter  Raleigh, 
or. his  hdnijstMT  I  ahy  other,  by  his  or  their  licence^ 
Ihaiil  rol>,>4)r'  fpoilr^':  by  fea  or  land,  or  do  any  un* 
Uwfvil  ihoAiiiity  to  ratiy  of  our  fubje^,  or  thofe  of 
kings,  .or:}fl:at(ts^  ivti  perfe£t  league,  ahd  unity  with 
n&4  we  ibtllj-u{>oa  ijuft  complaint,  make  proclama- 
tion that  the  faid  Walter  Raleigh,  or  his  heirs,  (hsLll^ 
ivithin  the  terms  to  be  limited,  rdake  full  fatisladion  $ 
Ibtl&at.  we,  and  thofe  who  c6mplatnnaay  be  fully  con^ 
tented  ;  and  that  if  he,  or  they-  make  not  fuck  fittif- 
la£)ion,  within  fuch  time,  it  ihall  he  fawful  for  us  to 
ptit^him,  or  them,  out  of  theiti  ailegiuQce,  and,  from 
tkvat  tfhie,  tor  all  princds,  or  others  to  fiurfue  with 
hollilitv,  as  not  to  be  avouched,  or  defended  by  uS, 
although  any  mention  of  the  yearly  value  of  the  pre- 
mifes,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  of  any  other  grant  by 
us,  or  our  predecelTors,  to  the  faid  Walter  Raleigh,  be* 
fore  this  time  made,  be  not  cxprelfed',  or  any  other 
provition,  or  leflraint,  to  the  contrary  notwithftand> 
ing.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  caufed  thefe  our 
letter^  to  be  made  patents,  at  Weftminfter,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  Maich,  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of 
our  reign  (/)." 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  Raleigh  cqnipped,  at 
ivis  own  ex  pence,  •t'Wo  fmati  veffels,  and  appointed 
to  ihc  command  alfrthem  the  captains  Philip  Ainadas, 
and  Anhur  Barlow,  who  on  the  twenty-fevcnth  of 
the  followincr  month  of  April,  fet  fail  from  the  we(t 
of  England,  for   the  coaft  of  North-America,  where 

ihev 


I.- 


(.')  HacklviytV  voyage*:,  V   3.  p.  243. 
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they  arrived  fafely,  at  the  commencement  of  July,  and 
took  pofleiTion  of  that  rich  country,  named  afterwards 
Virgini*»  (k). 

At  this  period,  Raleigh,  in  conjun£lion-  with  Sir 
William  Courlenay,  was  chofen  by  the  freeholders  to 
reprefent  the  county  of  Devon.  During  the  firft  fef- 
fions  of  his  attendance  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  a 
bill  pafled  in  confirmation  of  his  patent  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  foreign  countries  (x) ;  and,  foon  afterwards, 
he  was  advanced,  by  Elizabeth,  to  the  dignity  of 
knighthood.  In  the  year,  one  thoufund,  five  hun- 
dred, and  eighty-five,  he  fitted  out  a  fecond  fleet, 
for  Virginia,  which  returned  with  a  Spanifh  prize, 
valued  at  an  immenfe  fum  {y).  He  was  alfo  con- 
cerned in  the  preparations  for  tjfie  voyage  of  captain 
Davis,  who  attempted  the  difcovery  of  a  north- weft 
paflage.  On  this  account  it  was  that  a  promontory 
in  the  ilrcights,  named  after  that  adventurer,  received 
the  appellation  of  Mcant-Raleigh  (z).  The  politic 
Elizabeth  thought  fit  to  countenance  thefe  public- 
fpirited,  and  expenfive  projcds.  Plcafed  with  the  ad- 
ventrous  difpofition  of  our  hero,  (he  invefled  him 
with  the  power  to  licenfe  the  vending  of  wines, 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  alfo  conferred  c/.  him  a 
feigniory  in  Ireland,  confiiling  of  twelve  thoufand 
acres,  which  he  planted,  at  his  own  expence,  preferving 
them  during  a  long  period,  and  until  he  fold  them  to 

F  3  Richard 

(m)  Not  by  Raleigh,  but  Elizabeth. — Oldys's  Life  of  5ir 
Walter  Kaleieh,  folio,  p.  25. 

(x)  Brown  Willi.s's  Noiitia  Parh'amenturia,  V.  2.  p.  2')4. 

(y)  See  from  the  3i9ih  to  the  321ft  page  of  the  third 
volume  of  this  work. 

(2)  See  from  the  70th  to  the  79th  page  of  the  third  volume 
of  this  work.  .. 
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Richard  Boyle,  the  firft  earl  of  Corke  {a).  Encouraged 
by  the  munificence  of  his  fovereign,  he  now  fitted 
out  a  third  fleet,  for  Virginia,  and  alfo  two  barks  to 
cruize  on  the  Spaniards,  near  the  Azores,  the  captains 
of  which  were  fo  fuccefsiul  that  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  many  of  their  prizes,  near  the  fcene  of  ac- 
tion (b).  This  illuflrious  adventurer,  not  more  pro- 
fperous  in  his  naval  enterprizes,  than  in  the  fruits  of 
his  afliduous  attendance  on  Elizabeth,  was,  towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  five  hun- 
dred, and  eighty-fix,  raifed  to  the  pods  of  Senefchal 
of  the  duchies  of  Cornwall,  and  of  lord  warden  of 
the  fiannaries  in  Devonfhire,  and  Cornwall.  It  hath 
been  remarked  that  thefe  preferments,  although  not 
fuperior  to  his  merit,  expofed  him  to  the  malice  of 
thofe  undeferving  individuals,  who  defpaired  of  attain- 
ing, by  their  intrigues,  to  the  like  advantages  (r): 

In  the  year  one  thoufand,  five  hundred,  and  eighty- 
feven.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  equipped,  at  his  own  charge^ 
a  fourth  fleet,  and,  foon  afterwards,  (d)  provided  a 
fifth,  both  of  which  were  deflined  for  Virginia.  Con- 
cerning thefe  voyages,  let  it  be  fufficient  to  obferve 
that  they  were  not  fuccefsful,  although  the  adven- 
turers were  men  of  unqueftionable  refolution,  and  efta- 
blifhed  repU(;ation. 

The  condud  of  our  hero,  during  the  memorable 
period  when  all  the  naval,  and  military  power  of 
Spain  was  coUeded  for  the  deftruAion  of  the  EngliHi, 

hath 

(a)  Oldys's  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  folio,  p.  26.— 
Cox's  hiftory  of  Ireland,  p.  389. — 391.  Canipbelfs  Lives 
of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  5  a. 

(i)  Hackluyt,  V.  2.  Part  2.  p.  lao. 

.((f)  Campbell's  Live*  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  52. 

Oi)  A.  D.   1588. 
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hath  been  already  mentioned  {e).  We  fhall  here  add 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  council  commanded  to 
devife  the  mod  efFedual  means  pf  repelling  an  in- 
vadon,  and  that  the  operations  which  he  fuggeiled 
were  the  refult  of  great  naval  experience,  deep  policy^ 
and  a  confummate  knowledge  of  the  fitted  applica- 
tion of  thofe  infular  advantages  peculiar  to  the  Englifh. 
As  the  remarks  of  Raleigh  refer  particularly  to  the 
engagement  with  the  Armada,  and  muft  convince  the 
reader  that,  during  sm'JEra  when  the  progrefs  of  the 
nautical  arts  was  neither  rapid,  nor  enlightened,  th^ 
jlluftrious  feaman  furpalTed,  in  a  knowledge  of  the 
marine,  the  generality  of  his  contemporaries,  we  iha|l 
infert  a  paflage  from  his  hiftory  of  the  world  (/J. 

**  Certainly  he  that  will  happily  perform  a  fight  at 
'<  fca,  muft  be  (kilful  in  making  choice  of  vefle^ 
**  to  fight  in.  He  mud  believe  that  there  is  more  be- 
**  longing  to  a  good  man  of  war,  upon  the  waters,  thajci 
««  a  great  daring  ',  and  he  muft  know  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  difference  between  fighting  loofe,  or  at 
large,  and  grappling.  The  guns  of  a  flow  fliip 
**  pierce  as  well^  and  make  as  great  holes  as  thofe  in  9 
•*  Iwift  fliip.  To  clap  fliips  together,  without  con- 
**  fideration,  belongs  rather  to  a  madman  than  to  $. 
"  man  of  War ;  for,  by  fuch  ignorant  bravery  waj 
«  Peter  Stroflie  lod  at  the  Azores,  when  he  fought 
"  againft  the  marqyis  of  Santa-Croce.  In  like  fort,  had 
<*  lord  Charles  Howard,  admiral  of  England,  been 
"  loft  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  five  hundred,  and 
**  eighty-eight, '  if  he  had  not  been  better  advifed  thap 
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(e)  See  from  the  ajad  to  the  505th  page  of  ibe  third  vo- 
lume of  this  work. 
(/)  B.  5.  C.  I.  Sea.  6. 
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"  fault  with  his  demeanour.  The  Spaniards  had  an 
"army  aboard  of  them,  and  he  had  none.  They 
"  had  more  (hips  than  he  had,  and  of  a  higher  build- 
'*  ing,  and  charging,  fo  that,  had  he  entangled  him- 
"  felf  with  thofe  great,  and  powerful  velTels,  he  had 
"  much  endangered  the  kingdom  of  England.  For, 
'*  twenty  men,  upon  the  defence,  are  equal  to  an  hun- 
"  dred  that  board,  and  enter ;  whereas,  then,  con- 
'*  trariwife  the  Spaniards  had  nn  hundred,  for  twenty 
"of ours,  to  defend  themfelves  withal.  But  our  ad- 
"  miral  knew  his  advantage,  and  held  it,  which, 
'*  had  he  not  done,  he  had  not  been  worthy  to  have 
**  held  his  head.  Here,  to  fpeak  of  fea-fights,  I 
**  fay  that  a  fleet  of  twenty  (hips,  all  good  failors, 
'*  and  good  (hips,  have  the  advantage  in  the  open  fea, 
"  of  an  hundred  as  good  (hips,  but  of  flower  failing. 
**  For  if  the  fleet  of  an  hundred  fail  keep  themfelves 
**  in  a  clofc  fquadron,  the  twenty  fliips  in  any  angle 
"  ihall  force  them  to  give  ground,  and  to  fall  back 
"  upon  their  own  next  fellows,  of  which  fo  many  as 
"  entangle  are  made  unferviceable,  or  loft.  Force 
"  them  they  may  eafily,  becaufe  twenty  fliips  which 
"  give  themfelves  fcope,  after  they  have  given  one- 
**  broadfide  of  artillery,  by  clapping  into  the  wind, 
**  and  flaying,  may  give  them  the  other,  and  fo  the 
"  twenty  fliips  batter  them  in  pieces,  with  a  perpetual 
**  volley  ;  whereas  thofe  that  fight  in  a  troop,  have  no 
*'  room  to  turn,  and  can  always  ufe  but  one,  and  the 
**  fame  beaten  fide.  It  the  fleet  of  an  hundred  fail 
**  give  themfelves  any  diflance,  then  fliall  the  leflTer 
**  fleet  prevail,  either  againft  thofe  that  are  arrear,. 
**  and  hindermoft,  or  againft  thofe  that  by  advantage 
**  of  over  failing  their  fellows,  keep  the  wind;  and, 
"  if  upon  a  lec-lhore,  the  fliips  next  the  wind  will 
"  be  conlhained  to  fall  back  into  their  own  fquadron  ; 
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**  and  ihcn  it  is  all  to  nothing  that  the  whole  fleet  muft 
**  fuflfer  ftiipwreck,  or  render  itfelf.  That  fuch  an 
**  advantage  may  be  taken  upon  a  fleet  of  equal  fpecd, 
**  it  hath  been  well  enough  conceived  in  old  time  ;  as 
**  by  that  oration  of  Hermocratcs,  in  Thucydides,  which 
*'  he  made  to  the  Syracufians,  when  the  Athenians  in- 
**  vaded  them,  it  may  be  eafiiy  obferved." 

Concerning  the  fuperfluity  of  great  ordnances,   in 
the  royal  navy,  this  difcerning   inveftigatcJr  remarks 
that  *'  Many  times,  there  is  no   pro)K>rtion  of  (hot, 
**  and  powder  allowed,  ratcably  to  that  quantity  of 
**  great  ordnance,  as  was  feen  in  the  fca- battle,  with 
'*  the  Spaniards,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  five  hun- 
**  dred,  and  eighty-eight,  when  it  fo  nearly  concerned 
'*  the  defence,  and  prefervation  of  the  kingdom.     So 
**  as  then  many  of  thofe  great  guns,  wanting  powder, 
and   (hot,   (lood   but   as  cyphers,   and  fcare-crows, 
**  not  unlike  to  the  Eaftlering  hulks,  who  were  wont 
to   plant   great  red  port-holes,  in  their  broadfides, 
where  they  carried  no  ordnance  at  all  (5)." 
At  this  period,  the  queen  granted  to  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh fome  additional  emoluments  refulting  from    the 
wine-oflSce,    and,    foon    afterwards,  he  made  an  al- 
fignmcnt  of  all  his  right,  and  interefl,  in   the  colony 
of  Virginia  to  fome  merchants  of  the  port  of  London. 
We  next  obferve  him  bufied  in  preparations  to  aflift 
Don  Antonio,  of  Portugal,  to  recover  his  dominions. 
It  is  here  unnecelTary  to  enlarge  on  the  particulars  of 
the  expedition  (^)  which  followed,  and   we  (hall   only 
remark  that  our  hero,  on  this  occafion,  intercepted, 
and  took  feveral  hulks,  belonging  to  the  Hanfe  Towns, 

for 


(g)  Raleigh's    obfervations    on   the    royal   navy,    Svo. 
16^0.  p   26. 
(/;)  See  the  129th  page  of  the  third  volume  of  this  work. 
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for  which  fcrvice,  the  queen  prefentcd  him  with  a 
chain  of  gold  (/').  In  the  following  year,  he  made 
a  voyage  to  Ireland,  and  towards  the  conclufion  of  it, 
formed  the  defign  of  attacking  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  of  feizing  the  pUte-fleet,  and  of  plun- 
dering Panama.  The  reader  already  knows  the  chief 
circumftances  relating  to  this  enterprise  (i().  Be  it 
fufficienr,  in  this  place,  to  inform  him  that  the  Madre 
de  Dios,  a  carrack  taken  by  Sir  John  Burroughs,  one  of 
the  commanders  of  the  Engli(h  fleet  (/),  *'  was  in 
**  burthen  no  lefs  than  fix  teen  hundred  tons,  whereof 
"nine  hundred  were  merchandize  ;  (he  carried  thirty- 
**  two  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance,  and  betwixt  fix  and 
**  feven  hundred  paflTengers  ;  (he  was  built  with  decks, 
"  feven  (lories,  one  main  orlope  (m),  three  dofe 
"  decks,  one  forecaftle,  and  a  fpare  deck  of  two 
**  floors  a-piece.  According  to  the  obfervations  of 
"  Mr.  Adams,  an  excellent  geometrician,  (he  was, 
*'  in  length,  from  the  beak-head  to  the  ftern,  on,e 
•*  hundred  and  fixty-five  feet ;  in  breadth,  near  forty- 
**  feven  feet ;  the  length  of  her  keel  was  an  hundred 
"  feet ;  of  the  main-maft,  an  hundred,  and  twenty- 
'*  one  fleet ;  the  circuit  at  the  partners,  was  nearly 
"  eleven  feet,  and  her  main-yard,  an  hundred,  and 
"  fix  feet.  Her  lading  confifted  of  fpices,  drugs, 
*'  filks,  callicocs,  carpets,  quilts,  cloth  made  of  the 
"  rind  of  trees,  ivory,  porcelain,  and  ebony,  ex- 
•*  clufive  of  pearl,  mufk,  civet,  Amber-greafe,  and 
**  many  other  commodities  of  inferior  value.  The 
**  Cargefon  freighted  ten  of  our  (hips  for  London, 

"  and 


(0  Oldys's  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  folio,  p.  50. 
(k)  Seethe  281ft  page  of  the  third  volume  of  tbb  work. 
(/)  See  the  212th  page  of  the  fame  volume, 
(m)  Platform. 
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*<  and  was  by  moderate  computation,  valued  at  an 
*'  hundred,  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  fterling  (»).*' 
How  anxious  Raleigh,  and  his  aflbcUte  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins were  that  the  prize  might  be  conduced  home  in 
fafety,  is  evident  from  the  following  letter  addreflcd 
by  them,  to  the  lord  admiral. 

**  We  have  conferred  together  about  the  Eafl-India 
**  ihip  to  be  brought  to  Plymouth,  by  Sir  John  Bur- 
"  roughs ;  and,  in  our  opinions,  Hie  can  be  no  lefs 
**  worth  than  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds;  being  a 
'*  (hip  of  fo  great  burthen,  and  laden  with  fuch  rich 
"  commodities  as  it  appeareth  that  ihe  is ;  wherefore 
"  we  have  confidered  that  the  Spanifh  men  of  war, 
'<  lying  upon  the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  hearing  of  fo  great 
"  a  prize  taken  from  the  king,  or  the  merchants  of 
**  the  country  ;  and  envying  that  fuch  a  benefit  fhould 
"  grow  to  us,  to  their  hindrance,  and  dishonour,  will 
'*  endeavour  by  all  pofTible  means,  being  didant  but 
"  a  day,  or  a  night's  failing,  either  to  recover  the 
**  ihip  again,  or  to  burn  her,  and  all  her  lading,  rather 
"  than  flie  (hall  be  delivered  here ;  feeing  that  the 
'*  places  of  defence  where  the  (hip  may  remain,  are 
"  not  able  to  reflft  their  power.  In  our  opinion, 
"  therefore,  we  think  fit,  and  do  pray  your  lordfhip, 
"  that  the  three  (hips  of  her  majefty's,  which  are  ap- 
"  pointed  to  keep  the  narrow  Teas  may,  by  your  lord- 
**  (hip's  letter,  and  dh-edions,  be  appointed  to  fail 
"  to  the  weftward,  and  there  alfo  to  guard  the  Indian 
"  (hip,  for  a  time,  until  the  Garland,  and  fame  of  the 
"  fame  fleet  be  returned,  whofe  arrival  cannot  be  any 

"  long 

(n)  True  Repsrte  of  the  honourable  fervice  at  Tea,  per- 
formed by  Sir  John  Burroughs,  lieutenant-general  of  the 
fleet,  prepared  by  the  honourable  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
lord  Warden,  &c.— Hackluyt,  V.  a.  Part  2.  p.  194. 
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**  long  time  expe£led ;  or  until  fome  order  may  be 
*'  taken  for  the  unlading,  or  keeping  of  her  otherwife ; 
**  which  we  pray^  your  lordihip  may  be  done  with 
**  fome  expedition.  And  fo  we  humbly  take  our 
•'leave.*' 

On  this  occaiion,  the  proprietors,  and  captors  were 
deprived  of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  (hares  which  they 
claimed,  and' naturally  expelled.  A  celebrated  naval 
writer  {o)  hath  remarked  that  the  queen's  adventure, 
in  this  voyage,  coniifted  only  of  two  (hips,  the  fmalleft 
of  which  was  at  the  taking  of  the  carrack.  Of  this 
title,  joined  to  her  royal  authority,  (he  fo  effedually 
availed  herfelf,  that  the  individuals  who  had  engaged 
in  the  enterprize  were  obliged  to  fubmit  themfelves  to 
her  pleafure,  and  thus  fulFered  by  extortions.  This 
circumftance  is  a  melancholy  proof  that  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign  was  not,  in  that  defpotic  ^ra,  con- 
troulabte  by  law.  Raleigh,  with  great  humility,  and 
earneftnefs,  intreated,  but  inefFe^ually,  the  covetous 
Elizabeth  to  accept  of  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  in 
lieu  of  all  demands ;  and  he  obferved  that  the  prefent, 
which  the  proprietors  were  willing  to  make  her,  of 
eighty  thoufand  pounds,  was  the  greateft  that  ever 
prince  had  received  from  a  fubjeft  (^). 

It  hath  been  obferved  that  whilft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
remained  at  home,  his  great  genius  difplayed  itfelf  in 
all  the  employmeiits  worthy  of  a  citizen,  in  a  free 
ftate.  He  (hone  in  the  fenate,  as  a  patriot,  and  the 
remains  of  his  fpeeches  leave  us  in  doubt  whether  we 
ought  to  admire  mofl  his  force  of  eloquence,  or  the 
extent  of  his  underftanding.  Of  learned  men,  he  was 
the  avowed  patron,  and  all  public  undertakings  were 
promoted  by  his  encouragement;    a  fanftion  which 

carried 


(o)  Sir  William  Monfon,  p.  i8i. 
ip)  Strype,  V.  4.  p.  128,  129. 
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carried  with  it  a  greater  weight,  as,  at  this  ^ra,  he 
was  one  of  the  (declared  favourites  of  the  qtieen  {q). 

During^  his  abode  within  the  court,  Raleigh  prevailed 
too  powcrfuHy  in  fedncing  the  afFeftions  of  one  of  the 
ladies  of  honour  to  Elizabeth.  The  fair  objeft  of 
his  addreffes  was  the  daughter  Of  Sir  Nicholas  Throck- 
morton, feifgraicc  fdccecded  to  the  gratification  of  their 
love ;  and  when  the  pregnancy  of  the  unhappy  fe- 
n^ate  had  adv^hcied' tf6o'  far  to  be  concealed,  (he  was  dri' 
Vert  from  the  fralace,  Wh?!ft  her  admirer,  notwith- 
ftahding  that  he  ^|ad  repaired  the  injury  by  giving  her 
his  hand,  in  mkrfiage,  becarhe  equally  expofed  to  the 
difpleaiurd  of  his  fovereign  (r).  At  this  jun&ure, 
and  ih  ordier  that  fee  rtlight  be  reftored  to  favour,  Ra- 
leigh addrefled  a  fetter  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly requefted  to  inform  'the  queen  of  its  con- 
tents. As  they  prove  to  what  bafe;  and  ridiculous  ex- 
cefles  the  arts  of  flaittefy  were  carried  even  by  one  o^ 
the  mod  fpirited,  aiid  ^ccOmplifhed  heroes  of  his  tinie,^ 
and  prefent  us,  alfo,  with  a  ftrikihg  pidiiire  of  the  van- 
ity of  Elizabeth,  who,  at  the  age  of  fixty.  Could  be  de- 
Fighted  with  fuch  an  abjefl  drain  of  gallantry,  it  can- 
not be  improper  to  infert  theni,.,  ?  " 

**  My  heart  was  never  brdke  until  this  day,  that  I 
*  heaf  that  the  qiieen  goes  aVay  fo  fair  ,  off,  whom  I 

have  foUowed  To  many  years,  with  fo  great  love, 
**  and  defire,  in  fo  many  jouriiles^  ^and  am  now  left 
**  behind  her,  in  a  dark  prifon,  all  alone.  While  flie 
•*  was  yet  near  at  hand  that  I  might  hear  of  her,  once 
**  in  two,  or  three  days,  my  forrows.were  the  lefs  ; 

"'    ■;  "but 

(q)  Ckmpbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  58. 

D'Ewes,  p.  A78.  484.  488.  490. — Hayward  Townihend's 
Hiftorical  colTedlions,  folio,  p.  65.— Naunton's  Fragmenta 
Regalia  — Lloyd's  State  Worthies. 

(r)  Birch's  Memoirs  of  queen  Elizabeth,  V.  i .  p,  79. 
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**  but  even  now  my  heart  is  cafl  Into  the  depth  of  a^l 
"  mifery.  \,  that  wa9  wont  to  behold  her  riding  like 
"  Alexander ;  hunting  like  Diana ;  walking  like  Ven«s  ; 
**  the  gentle  wind  blowing  her  fair  Irair,  about  her 
*'  pure  cheeks,  like  a  nymph ;  fometimes  fitting  in  the 
**  ihade,  like  a  goddefs ;  fometimes  (inginig  like  an 
**  angel ;  fometimes  playing  like  Orpheus.  Behold  the 
**  forrow  of  this  world  I  Once  amifar  h^h  bereaved  me 
"of all.  O  glory!  that  only  Chineth  in  mbfortune^ 
"  what  is  become  of  thy  afTurance  ?  All  wounds  have 
**  fears  but  that  of  fan^afie  \  all  laffedions  their  re- 
"  lenting  but  that  of  womankind.  Who  is  the  judge 
*•  of  friend(hip,  but  adverfity  ?  Or  when  is  grace  wit- 
'*  nefled  but  in  offences  ?  There  were  no  divinity, 
« but  by  reafon  of  companion ;  for  revenges  are 
^'  brutifh,  and  mortal.  AH  thiofe  times  paft,  the 
**  loves,  the  fighs,  the  forrows,  the  defires^  cannot 
f  they  weigh  down  one  frail  misfortune?  Cannot  one 
**  drop  of  gall  be  hid  in  fo  great  heaps  of  fweetnefs  ?> 
"  I  may  then  conclude,  Spes*  et  Fortuna,  Valete.  She 
**  is  gone,  in  whom  I  trufted,  and  of  me  hath  not  one 
"  thought  of  mercy,  nor  any  refpe^  of  that  which 
•*  was.  Do  with  me  now,  therefore,  what  you  lift, 
*<  I  am  more  weary  of  life,  than  they  are  deftrous  that 
**  1  fliould  perilh  ;  which,  if  it  had  been  for  her,,  a^  it 
"  is  by  her,  I  had  been  too  happily  born  (i)."  , 

It  was  during  this  retirement  that  Raleigh  meditated 
the  difcovefy  of  Guiana,  and  drew  up  infl:ru6tipns  for 
captain  Whiddon,  an  officer  of  great  experience, 
whom  he  lent  to  fiirvey  the  coaft,  and  who  returned 
with  a  favourable  report  of  the  riches  of  the  country, 
and  the  poflibility  of  fubduing  it.  From  this  moment. 
Sir  Walter  refohred  to  undertake  the  voyage,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, Btted  out  a  fquadron  of  Hiips,  partly  at  hii 

own 


(*)  Murden,  p.  657. 
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own  expence,  and  partly  by  the  pecuniary  aflfiftance  of 
the  lord  high-admiral  Howard,  and  of  Sir  Robert 
Cecil  (0. 

On  the  fixth  of  February,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand, 
five  hundred,  and  ninety-five,  he  failed  from  Plymouth, 
and  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  March,  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Trinidado.    Here,  he  eafily  reduced  the  fmall 
city  of  Saint  Jofeph,  and  took  prifoner,  Antonio  Boreo, 
the  Spanifh  governour,  who  fully  defcribed  to  him  the 
neighbouring  continent,  and  the  trade  to  thofe  parts 
which  had  not  hitherto  been  explored  by  any  adven- 
turers from  England.    On  this  information,  he  quitted 
the  (hip  at  Trinidado,  and,  attended  by  an  hundred 
men,  proceeded  in  feveral  fmall  barks,  during  a  courfe 
of  four  hundred  miles,  up  the  river  Oronoque,  in  fearch 
of  Guiana.     Carrapana,  and  other  petty  princes  of  the 
country,  refigned,  through  his  hands,  their  fovereign- 
jties  to  Elizabeth.  Yet  fuch  was  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  the  violence  of  the  rains,  that  he  was 
compelled  to  retire  in  as  much  danger  of  being  borne 
down  by  the  rapid   torrents  of  water,  as  crulhed  by 
the  rage,  and  power  of  his  enemies.     When  the  in- 
habitants of  Cumana  refufed  to  pay  the  ftipulated  ran- 
fom  for  their  town,  he  reduced  it  to  aflies  ^  and,  hav- 
ing next  levelled  Saint  Mary's,  and  Rio  de  la  Hacha,  to 
the  ground,  returned,    with  all  his  valuable   acquit 
fitions,  to  England.    A  naval  writer  (u)  hath  remarked 
that,   concerning  the   whole  of  his  proceeding,^  |he 
nunner  of  his  entering  within  this  hidden  country, 
and  making  a  farther  progrefs  in  the  fpace  of  a  month, 
than  the  Spaniards  had  done  in  half  a  century  ;  of  the 
nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  certainty  of  finding  many, 
and  rich  mines  of  gold.  Sir  Waher  hath  left  us  fo  fair, 

fp 

(0  Campbell,  V.  a.  p.  59. 
*        («)  Ibid.  V.  a.  p.  60. 
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fo  copious,  and  fo  well  written  a  relation,  that  if  his 
fubiequent  unfortunate  voyage  had  not  thrown  a  fhade 
over  fo  bright  a  profpeft,  we  could  fearcely  render  a 
reafon  why  Guiana  ihould  not,  at  this  period,  haver 
been  as  thoroughly  known,  and,  as  completely  fettled  by 
the  Englifli,  as  Virginia.  With  due  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  this  hiftorian,  and  all  proper  veneration 
for  the  name  of  Raleigh,  it  would,  in  our  opinion, 
be  difficult  to  avoid  fubicribing  to  the  aflertion  that, 
at  his  retutn,  he  publifhed  an  account  of  Guiana,  full 
of  the  grolTeft,  and  moft  palpable  lies  that  ever  were  at- 
tempted to  be  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  mankind  (*). 
Not  iefs  improbable  than  the  fables  of  this  celebrated  ad- 
venturer is  the  atteftation  of  a  foreign  author  (j),  who, 
in  his  defcription  of  Manoa,  the  capital  of  the  empire 
of  Guiana,  obferves  that  every  veflet  within  the  palace 
was  either  of  gold,  or  of  filver  ;  that  in  the  royal  watd- 
robe  were  hollow  ilatues  of  gold,  which  feemed  gi- 
ants ;  and  that  there  were  figures  of  the  fame  metal, 
m  full  proportion,  reprefenting  all  the  f)eafts,  birds, 
trees,  and  herbs  that  the  earth  brings  forth,  and  aH 
the  fifties  that  the  fea,  or  waters  of  his  kingdonri 
breed.  Finally,  there  was  nothing  in  his  country^ 
whereof  he  had  not  the  counterfeit  in  gbld.  '■  *** 

As  we  have  ventured  to  difputc  the  veracity  of  the 
account  relative  ^o  the  riches  diftovered  within  the 
empire  of  Guiana,  it  feems  neceffary,  in  point  of  can- 
dour j  that  we  (hotild  lay  feme  remiirks,  written  by  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  before  the  reader,  whofe  opinio^ 
lliould  not  be  biaflfed,  even  by  a  fuppreftion  of  confi- 
dent affertions.  "  Becaufc  there  have  been  divers 
t^--  "Op^- 


(,v)  Hume's  Hiilory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  5.  p.  377. 

( j)  Fran.  Lopez  de  Gonura.  Hilt  gen.  de  las  Inc.  Cap. 
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"  opinions  conceived  of  the   gold  ore  brought  from 
'<  Guiana ;  and  becaufe  an  alderman  of  London,  and 
"  an  officer  of  her  majefty's  mint,  have  reported  that 
*'  it  is  of  no  value,  I  have  thought  good,  by  the  ad- 
**  dition  of  thefe  lines,  to  give  anfwer  as  ;well  to  that 
*<  malicious  flander,  as  to  other  objedions.    It  is  true 
*'  that  whilft  we  were  at  the  ifland  of  Trinidado,  I  was 
'*  informed  by  an  Indian  that  not  far  from  the  port, 
**  where  we  anchored,  there  were  found  certain  mi- 
"  neral  (tones,  which  they  efteemed  to  be  gold,  and 
**  were  confirmed  in  their  opinion,  becaufe  they  had 
'*  feen  both  Engliflimen,  and  Frenchmen  gather,  and 
"  load  vaft  quantities  of  it.    Upon  this  probability, 
**  I  fent  forty  men,  and  gave  orders  that  each  of  them 
^*  ihould  bring  a  flone  of  that  mine,  to  make  an  eflay 
"of  the  goodnefs  of  it,  which  being  done,  I  aflured 
**  them  at  their  return,  that  it  was  marcafite,  and  of  no 
value ;  notwithftanding  which,  feveral  trufting  more 
to  their  own  opinion  than  my  knowledge,  kept  of 
that  marcafite,  and  have  made  eflfay  of  it  fmce  my 
*'  return,  at  feveral  places.    In  Guiana,  I  never  faw 
"  marcafite ;  but   all    the    rocks  and  mountains,  al| 
"  the  ftones  in  the  plains,  woods,  and  by  the  fides  of 
"  the  river  are,  in   effect,   throughout  (hining,  and 
**  feem  to  be  vaftly  rich,  which  being  proved  to  be  no 
"  marcafite,  are  the  true  figns  of  rich  minerals,  but 
*'  are  no  other  than  el  madre  del  oro,  (or  the  mother 
'*  of  gold,)  as  the  Spaniards  call  it,  or,  as  others  call  it, 
**  the  fcum  of  gold.    My  company  brought  alio  of 
**  divers  forts  of  thefe  in  England,  every  one  taking 
<*  the  mod  beautiful  to  be  the  bed,  which  is  not  aU 
*'  ways  a  rule.    For  my  part,    I  did  not  contradid: 
**  any  man*s  defire,  or  opinion,  and  (hould  have  al- 
**  lowed  them  very  little  liberty,  if  I  had  denied  them 
**  the  ple^ure  of  fatisfying  themfelves  in  this  point ; 
Vol.  IV.  Q  «*  but 
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*'  but  I  was  convinced  thtt'gold  tnuft  be  found  either 
f*  in  grains,  feparate  from  the  ftone,  as  it  is  in  moft 
**  of  the  rivers  of  Guiana,  or  elfe  in  a  kind  of  hard 
<*  ftone  which  we  call  the  white  fpar,  or  flint,  which 
"  I  endeavoured  to  break,  by  all  the  means  I  could, 
"  becaufe  there  appeared,  on  the  outfide  fome  fmall 
'*  grains  of  gqld ;  and,  in  a  dift,  after  much  diffi- 
'*  culty,  wi^h  our  daggers,  and  the  head  of  an  axe, 
"  we  got  out  a  fmall  quantity  of  it.  Of  this  kind  of 
**  white  ilone,  in  which  gold  engenders,  we  faw  many 
"  hills,  and  rocks,  in  every  part  of  Guiana,  through 
^'  which  we  travelled ;  and  of  this,  there  have  been 
**  many  trials  made.  |n  London,  it  was  firft  eflayed 
"  by  Mr.  Weft  wood,  a  refiner,  in  Wood-ftreet ;  and  it 
**  held  after  the  rate  of  twelve  or  thirteen  thoufand 
<*  pounds  a  ton.  There  was  fome  of  it  again  tried  by 
"  Mr<  Palmer,  comptroller  of  the  mint ;  and  Mr. 
*^*  Dimmock,  in  goldfmitlis-hall,  and  it  hekl  twenty-iix 
'*  thoufand,  and  nine  hundred  pounds,  a  ton.  There 
''  was  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  per- 
**  fonsy  a  trial  made  of  the  duft  of  the  fame  mine, 
**  which  held  eight  pounds,  and  fix  ounces  weight  of 
*'  gold,  in  the  hundred.  There  was,  likewife,  at  the 
**  fame  time,  a  trial  of  an  image  of  copper,  made  in 
**  Guiana,  which  held  a  third  part  of  gold ;  befides 
**  feveral  trials,  made  in  the  country,  and  by  others, 
'<  in  London.  Blit,  becaufe  there  came  bad  with  the 
"  good,  and,  belike,  the  faid  alderman  was  not  pre- 
«  fented  with  the  beft,  he  was  pleafed  to  lay  a  fcandal 
.  "  upon  ail  the  reft,  and  to  difparage  the  enterprize, 
*<  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  It  has  alfo  been  con- 
**  eluded  by  many  that,  if  there  had  been  any  fych 
**.  ore  in  Guiana,  and  I  had  difcovered  it,  I  fhould 
'**  have  brought  home  a  greater  quantity ;  but,  firft 
**  I  was  not  bound  to  fatisfy  any  body  of  the  quanti- 
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**  ty,  excepting  thofe  who  were  adventurers,  if  any 
**  (lore  had  been  returned ;  but  it  is  very  true  that  had 
"  all  their  mountains  been  of  mafly  gold,  it  was  im- 
<*  poilible  for  us  to  have  made  any  longer  (lay  to  have 
'*  wrought  it ;  and  whofoever  hath  feen  with  what 
'<  (Irength  of  (lone  the  beft  gold  ore  is  encompafTed, 
'*  will  not  think  it  eafy  to  be  had  out  in  heaps,  efpe- 
"  cially  by  us,  who  had  neither  men,  indruments,  or 
5*  time  to  perform  it." 

In  the  year,  one  thoufand,  five  hundred,  and  ninety- 
five.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  equipped,  at  his  own  charge, 
two  veiTels,  named  the  Delight^,  and  the  Difcoverer, 
the  command  of  which  was  given  to  captain  Kemys, 
who  failed  in  them  to  Guiana,  for  the  double  purpofeof 
profecuting  his  difcoveries,  and  of  affording  the  pro- 
mifed  fuccour  to  the  Indians,  during  that  period,  en- 
gaged in  war  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  oppofed  them 
with  fuch  unrelenting  feverity,  as  betrayed  an  inten- 
tion, not  only  to  fubdue,  but  totally  to  extirpate  them. 
Kemeys,  at  his  return  to  England,  publi(hed  an  account 
of  his  expedition  (z).  A  naval  writer  (a)  on  whom, 
(perhaps  only  when  with  too  much  enthuTiafm,  he 
extols  the  condud  of  his  heroes,)  we  cannot  ablb- 
lutely  rely,  obferves  that  it  might  have  converted  to 
the  fentiments  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  refpeding  the 
empire  of  Guiana,  all  whom  either  invincibL  if^no- 
rance,  or  over-weening  prejudice  had  not  deftinf  d  to 
remain  infidels. 

We  have  already  entered  {b)  fo  minutely  into  the 
particulars  conne^ed  with  the  celebrated  expedition 
to  Cadiz,  where  the  conduct,  and  intrepidity  of  Sir 

Ga  Walter 


(e)  Hackluyt,  V.  3.  p.  683. 

{a)  Campbell,  V.  2.  p.  61. 

{b)  See  from  the  329th  to  the  389th  page  of  the  fecond 

volume  of  thij}' Vprfe:.  '        , •  *•  '  T ' :   ;  ♦. '''  .  - .       •      . 
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Walter  Raleigh  were  glorioufly  confpicuous,  that  it 
becomes  needlefs  to  refume  the  f^^ed.  Let  us  pro- 
ceed therefore,  to  obferve  that,  at  his  return,  our 
illuftrious  adventurer  applied  with  ardour  to  the  re- 
newal of  his  attempt  for  the  efFedual  eftablifliment 
of  a  commercial  intercoiirfe  with  the  people  of  Guiana. 
Thither  at .  the  commencement  of  the  year,  one 
thoufand,  five  hundred,  and  ninety-feven,  he  dis- 
patched the  Watt,  a  large,  and  well-provided  pinnace, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Leonard  Berrie,  who, 
on  his  arrival,  in  the  month  of  March,  was  admitted 
to  a  friendly  and  communicative  converfation,  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  who  revealed  all  circum- 
ftances,  within  their  knowledge,  which  bore  the  leaft 
relation  to  the  ftate,  and  opulence  of  the  higher 
country.  This  expedition  (from  which  Berrie  re- 
tur.ned  to  Plymouth  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  follow- 
ing month  of  June)  hath  been  confidered  (r)  as  an  in- 
dubitable proof  of  two  fads ;  firft,  that  Sir  Walter 
himfelf  was  in  earneft  with  regard  to  this  difcovery  ; 
otherwife  there  can  be  no  caufe  alleged,  why,  having 
fo  many  matters  of  importance  upon  his  hands,  he 
fhould  bufy  himfelf  in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind ; 
fecondly,  that  no  hopes  could,  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
be  better  founded  than  his  own,  fince  the  account 
which  hath  been  giyen  of  the  voyage,  is  not  liable  to 
any  juft  objedi6fis1(^).  It  is  not  to  the  preceding  re- 
mark, that  the  conipiler  of  this  work  can  implicitly  af- 
fent ;  but  he  referves,  for  another  place,  a  review  of 
thofe  materials,  by  which  he  hath  been  taught  to  form 
a  different  opinion.  .      .  i 

The  next  important  public  fervice,  during  which 
we  trace  the  adive  intrepidity  of  Raleigh,  is  the  ex- 
pedition 

*  (f)  Campbell,  V.  a.  p.  69.  .  v'      '- 

(df)  Hackjy/t,  V.  3.  j.;65iz. ;  : ;    :/•::  Cr . 
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|)edition  to  the  Azores,  an  evept  of  which  a  copious  re- 
lation hath  been  already  given  {e).  In  the  following 
year,  he  was  again  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  patriotifm,  and 
by  his  fervice  to  the  crown  ;  a  line  of  condud  which 
is  too  juftly  obferved  to  havt  been  in  later  periods, 
fleemed  abiblutely  inconfiftent  (/),  Availing  himfelf 
of  a  firm  intereft  with  Elizabeth,  he  procured  an  exon- 
eration of  fome  intolerable  in^ofitions,  and,  by  his 
importance  in  the  fenate,  faAitated  the  advance- 
ment of  the  fuppUes.  Indulgences  were  likewife  ob- 
tained through  his  interference,  for  the  tinners,  in 
Corn.wail,  and  to  thefe,  as  to  all  the  poor,  he  approved 
himfelf  a  rational,  and  fpeedy  advocate.  In  the  year 
one  thoufand,  five  hundred,  and  nintty-nine,  he  was 
appointed  vice-admiral  of  the  fleet,  the  rapid  equip- 
ment of  which  was  regarded  by  the  powers  of  Europe, 
with  equal  apprehenfion,  and  furprize  (g).  Although 
he  did  not  enjoy  this  honour  longer  than  the  fpace  of 
a  flngle  month,  yet  it  mufl  be  confidered  as  a  ftriking 
proof  of  that  favourable  opinion  which  was  con>- 
ceived  of  him  by  Elizabeth,  flnce,  during  that  period^ 
(he  had  equal  reafon  to  dread  domeflic  troubles,  and 
invadons  firom  abroad.  In  the  year,  one  thoufand, 
and  fix  hundred,  he  accompanied  the  lord  Cobham, 
into  Holland ;  and,  after  having  been  admitted  to  a  con- 
ference with  prince  Maurice,  of  NafTau,  returned  to  Eng- 
land, where  the  queen  advanced  him  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  ille  of  Jerfey,  but  refcrved,  from  the  an- 
nual profits  of  that  employment,  three  hundred  pounds, 

G  3  '  to 

(e)  See  from  the  398th  to  the  4a2d  page  of  the  fecond 
volume  of  this  work. 

(f)  Campbell,  V.  2.  p.  70. 

(g)  See  t^  e  425th,  426th,  and  427th  page  of  the  fecond 
volume  of  this  work.    . 
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to  be  difpofed  of  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (he  fhould  deem 
the  moft  fitting  (^). 

We  next  obferve  Sir  Waher  Raleigh  engaged^with 
others,  in  quelling  the  infurre^on  of  the  earl  of 
"Effcx,  the  enemy  whom  he  moft  hated,  and  whofe  life 
he  fought  for  by  thofe  flagitious  arts  which  are  but  lit- 
tle (hort  of  murder.  The  variance  that  broke  out  be- 
tween thefe  jealous  candidates  for  martial  fame,  in 
confequence  of  the  s^ion  at  the  iiland  of  Fayat  (/), 
gave  rife  to  anufnofitifs  which  were  buried  only  in  the 
grave.  We  might  be  taxed  with  wandering  far  be- 
yond the  neceflary  limits  of  this  w6rk!,  did  we  enter 
into  a  minute  relation  of  the  ridiculous,  but  not  lefs 
Aggravating  devices,  by  which  fuch  violent,  and  ambi- 
tious rivals,  endeavoured,  at  one  moment  (i)  to  ex- 
cite the  compaflion,  and,  at  another  moment  (/),  to 
engrofs  the  admiration  of  the  queen.  Be  it  fufficient  to 
introduce  fome  obvious  refledions  on  the  partial  nar- 
rative of  a  celebrated  writer  (m),  who,  like  a  multi- 
tude of  hiftorians,  to  exalt  the  fiime  of  Raleigh,  hath 
deprefTed  the  charader  of  Eflcx.  After  having  re- 
inarked  that  Sir  Chriftopher  Blunt  propofed  rb  the  latter, 
the  aftailination  of  the  former,  he  adds,  that  it  was 
judged  impradicable.  What  conclufion  can  be  drawn 
from  thefe  words,  except  that  Eflex  only  objeded 
to  the  intention  of  deftroying  Raleigh,  becaufe  it  muft 

"^  have 

^(^)  Campbell,  V.  a.  p.  71. 

(1)  See  the  405th,  and  406th  pages  of  the  fcc«nd  volume 
of  this  work. 

(i)  Birth's  Memoirs,  p.  444,  445. Sydney's  Papers, 

V.  2.  p.  196.— Sydney's  Letters,  V.  2.  p.  jc,— ,59. 

(/)  Clarendon'*  Difparity,  printed  in  the  Reliquiat  Wot- 
tonaniat,  4th  Edit.  i685,>  190.— Walpole's  royal,  and  no- 
ble Authors,  Article  Eflex.— Bacon's  Papers.  V.  2  o  ^a8 
-Oldys's  Life  of  Raleigh,  folio,  p.  ,32.*^  ^'  *^ 

(«)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  71. 
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htre  been  difficult  to  eiecute  it?  When  a  crime  fo 
horrid  in  its  nature  is  imputed  to  a  nobleman,  whofe 
name^  in  fpite    of  all  his  blemiflies,  and  vices,  is 
flfiil  mentioned  by  pbfterity,  with  a  degree  of  rever- 
ence^ it  becomes  heceflary  that  we  Hiould  place  a  fe- 
ries  of  fads,  in  a  more  candid,  and  incontrovertible 
point  of  view.    The  parties  who  are  the  fobjed  of 
this    particular    difcuinon,   as    naval    heroes,    have 
placed  their  perfonal  intrepidity  beyond  the  reach  of 
cenfure.     It  is  not,  therefore,  without   the  concern' 
refulting  from  a  difappointed  wi(h  to  mark  the  cha- 
raders  of  each  as  irreproachable,  that^  in  the  prefent 
work,  we  follow  the  didlates  of  rigid  jiiftice,  and^ 
having  cleared  the  innocence  of  ElTex,  proceed  to  the 
afcertainment  of  the  turpitude  of  Raleigh.  The  fcheniie 
for  depriving  Sir  Walter  of  his  life  was  recommended 
by  Sir  Chriftopher  Blunt,  and  others,  to  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  (n) ;  but  it  doth  not  indifputably  appear  that  the 
earl  was  either  privy,  or  confenting  to  it ;  nay,  there 
is  reafon  to  fuppefe  from  the  commendations  wh*ch  he 
beftowed  on  the  fubfequent  behaviour  of  Gorges,  that 
the  news  of  the  perpetration  of  fuch  an  a£k  would 
have   been    received    by   him,     with   equal    horror 
and  refentment.    Had  there  exifted  a  premeditated  de- 
fign  to  commit  the  murder,  it  certainly  could  not  have 
been  judged  impradicable ;  as  Raleigh,  who  fent  For 
Gorges,  was  alone,  whilft  the  latter  came  attended  by  a 
force,  at  leaft  fufficient  to  aiTtft  him  in  the  execution 
of  fuch  a  deed.    In  the  manufcript,  written  purpofely  to 
vindicate  himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  betraying 

G4  .   Eflex, 


(n)  **  Declaration  of  the  pra6lices,  and  treafbns  attempted, 
and  committed  by  Robert,  late  earl  of  £flex»  and  his  ac- 
complices, againft  her  majefty,  and  her  kingdoms,"  printed 
by  Robert  Barker,  printer  to  the  queen,  410,  1601. 
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Eflex,  at  this  meeting,  he  declares  that  he  revealed  the 
contents  of  the  melTage  to  the  earl,  who,  having  ad- 
vlfed  with  the  feled;  couucil,  at  Drury-houfe  (9),  an- 
fwered  that  he  made  no  objedion  to  an  interview  upon 
the  Thames,  but  deemed  it  necefiary  that  in  order  to 
facilitate  his  return,  he  (hould  take  a  guard,  and  not 
venture  to  approach  the  Ihore^  The  following  is  an 
account,  drawn  up  by  Gorges  (p),  of  the  conference 
between  him,  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  '*  When  his 
*'  boat  came  to  me,  he,  being  all  alone,  and  I,  having 
"  two  gentlemen,  ht  told  me,  that  he  had  fent  for  me 
"  to  admonifli  me  to  make  all  hade  out  of  the  town, 
*'  down  to  my  charge  {q),  there  being  a  warrant  out. 
*'  for  the  fending  me  to  the  fleet.  For  this  kind  ad- 
*'  vertifement,  I  gave  him  thanks;  but  told  him  withal, 
5^  becaufe  I  knew  that  the  prefent  occaHon  woiild  (bon 
*'  difcover  itfelf,  that  it  came  too  late,  for  that  I  had 
'*  engaged  myfelf  in  another  matter.  He  further  in- 
"  quired  of  me  what  it  was?  I  told  him  that  there 
"  were  two  thoufand  gentlemen  who  had  refolved,  that 
'f  day,  to  live,  or  die  freemen.  He  protefted  linto  me 
*'  that  he  beared  not  of  it,  until  that  morning,  but  did 
•*  not  fee  what  they  were  able  to  do  againft  the  queen's 
"  authority.  My  anfwer  was  that  it  was  the  abufe 
**  of  that  by  him,  and  others,  which  made  fo  many 

"honeft 


(0)  Of  this  junto  were  Sir  Charles  Davers,  (to  whom  the 

glace  belonged,)  the  earl  of  Southampton,  Sir  Chriftopher 
lunt,  Sir  John  Davies»  John  Littleton,  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges,  and  others. 

(p)  A  brief  anfwer  to  certain  falfe,  (landerous,  and  idle 
objections  made  againft  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  Knight,  as 
if  he  had  been  a  man  on  purpofe  employed  to  pradtife  the 
ruin  of  the  late  earl  of  EfTex,  &c.  Wnttem  by  himfelf,  in 
the  Gatehoufe.  June  14,  1601.  MS.  Bibl.  Cett.  Julius. 
F.  7.  fol.  428.  cap.  2. 

(y)  Gorges  was  governour  of  Plymouth  fort. 
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«'  honeft  men  refolve  to  feek  a  reformation  thereof. 
"  His  reply  was  no  man  is  without  a  colour  for  his 
**  intent,  and  advifed  me  to  look  to  myfelf,  and  to  rc- 
f*  member    my    duty,    and    allegiance ;    I  anfwered 
**  that  I  knew  not  any  man,  who  did  not  more  re- 
"  fpeft    his    allegiance,    than  his  life,    as  the  end 
^*  would  make  apparent ;  and  thus  we  parted,  he  to 
**  the  court,  and  I  to  Effcx-Houfe.    If  it  be  demanded 
•*  of  me  why  I  did  not  then  take  Sir  Walter  Raleigh ; 
**  firft,  it  was  not  a  matter,  I  ever  propofed,  \*  although 
'-*  many  perfuaded  me  fo  to  do  ;'  fecondly,  I  never  held 
"it  an  a^  fitting  amongft  men  to  betray  any  that  re* 
pofe  trufl:  in  us ;  and  he,  putting  himfelf  into  my 
hands,  with  what  honefty  could  I  have  avowed  (6 
'*'  barbarous  a  deed,  iinlefs  he  had  given  me  I  he  firft 
**  occadon,  by  '  violent  deeds,  or  unkind  words,'  for 
"  either  of  which  I  was  both  refolved,  and  prepared. 
"  At  my  return,  I  delivered  unto  my  lord  what  had 
**  pafTed    between  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  myfelf, 
**  which  he  received  with  applaufe  (r),  as  may  be  teftifi- 
**  ed  by  thofe  who  were  prefent,  and  are  yet  alive. 
**  'I'he  reafon  why  I  acknowledge  that  I  had  means  to 
**  have  taken,  or  to  have  killed  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
"  was  the  belter  to  make  it  appear  that  *  there  was  nei- 
*'  ther  malicious,  nor  butcherous  courfe  intended  to  him, 
'*  or  any  ;*  and  alfo  to  give  him  caufe  to  acknowledge 
"  himfelf  in  that  refpe£l  beholden  unto  me ;  whereby  to 
"  take  from  him  occafion  to  exercife  his  power,  (which 
**  I  knew  to  be  great,  at  that  juncture,)  to  my  ruin. 
,f|  For  I  did  believe  that  he  could  not,  in  reafon,  be 


<( 


« 


(r)It  is  almofl:  unneceflarv  to  aflc  whether  if  Eflex  wiflied 
for  the  afTaHination  of  Raleigh,  he  would  have  commended 
the  conduct  of  Gorges,  who  did  not  offer  him  the  leaft  vio- 
lence, even  when  it  was,  probably,  in  his  power  to  commit 
a  jnurder. 
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**  to  void  of  human  retptGt,  as  not  to  requite  ontf 
**  courtefy  with  another ;  as  alfo  that  it  was  no  matter 
^'oftreaibn  againft  her  majefty,  but  rather  a  mani-' 
'<  feftation  to  the  contrary,  apfnroving  this  intent 
*'  to  be  particular  againft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and 
"others." 

The  hiftorian  obferves  that '  when  the  mifchief  brokd 
out.  Sir  Walter  did  his  duty ;  and  no  more  than  his 
duty  (/).'  The  refolt  of  farther  inquiries  will  leave  us^ 
fenfible  of  the  fallacy  of  this  affertion.  Did  he  not 
exceed  the  limits  of  his  duty,  by  ftrenuoufty  endea« 
vouring  to  perfuade  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  (even  m  the  very 
moment  when  that  ftatefman  began  to  melt  into  coni'^ 
paflion  for  the  unhappy  criminal,)  that  it  was  necei^ 
fary  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  earl  of  Eflex  ?  Is 
it  poiTible  that  a  different  conflru^ion  can  be  put  upoii 
the  fentence  **  If  you  take  it  for  a  good  counfel  to 
**  relent  towards  this  tyrant,  you  will  repent  it  when 
**  it  may  be  too  late  ?"  Should  the  meaning  of  thefe 
words  appear  ambiguous,  it  certainly  is  explained  in  a 
fubfequent  expreflion  in  the  letter,  of  which  a  copy 
will  be  fubmitted  to  the  reader ;  **  But  if  the  father 
<<  continue,  he  will  be  able  to  break  the  branches,  and 
*'  tree,  root,  and  all.'*  It  is  to  kc  remarked  that 
judgnlent  had  been  pafTed  on  ElTex  \  and,  under  that 
idea,  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  than  an  advice  *  not 
to  relent'  might  be  ^applied  to  the  expediency  of  detain- 
ing the  earl  in  prifon  ;  or  indeed,  to  any  other  meafure, 
except  that  of  bringing  him  to  the  fcafFold.  Had  Sit 
Robert  Cecil  endeavoured  to  fave  the  life  of  Eflfex,  al- 
though on  terms  feverc,  and  ignominious  to  the  latter, 
even  then  he  muft  have  relented ;  and  not  relenting,  we 
can  conAder  him  only  as  an  accomplice  of  thbfe  flagi- 
tious 

(*)  Campbell,  V.  a.  p.  71. 
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tious  individuals  who  laboured  to  efFeft  the  extii- 
i  patibn  of  an  afpiring  favourite,  the  equal  objea  of 
'^  their  fear,  and  deteftation.  Such  were  the  counfds 
of  Sir  Waher  liateigh,  a  man  who  hath  been  repre- 
fentcd,  by  too  partial  a  contemporary  (/),  as  in  pof- 
feflion  of  that  eminent,  and  eccentric* worth,  which 
might  feem  at  ortce  to  conquer  both  example,  and  Jmita- 

//•«. 

Previous  to  the  conclufion  of  fome  ncceffary  re- 
marks on  this  fubjeS,  we  fhail  tr^nfcribe,  from  the 
hand-writing  of  Sir  Walter  RaJeigh,  a  letter  ad- 
dreOed  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil  (u). 


,\i- 


Sir,  .  ,  -  ■   r.vBii ,  . 

**  I  am  not  wife  enough  to  give  you  advice,  but  if 
•f  jo«  take  it  for  a  good  counfel  to  tdent  towards  this  ty^ 
**  rant,  you  will  repent  it,  when  it  may  be  too  late*"    Hi« 
'*  malice  is  fixed,  and  will  not  evaporate  by  any  of 
«  your  mild  courfes ;  for  he  will  afcribe  the  altera* 
«*  tion  to  her  majefty's  pufillanimity,  and  not  to  your 
«  good   nature  ;   knowing  that  you  work   upon   her 
**  humour,  and  not  out  of  any  love  towards  him.    The 
<*  lefs  you  make  him,  the  lefs  he  (hail  be  able  to  harm 
*•  you,  and  yours.    And  if  her  majefty's  favour  fail 
**  him,  he  will  again  decline  to  a  common  perfon.    For 
**  after-revenges,  fear  them  not.     For  your  own  father 
*•  that  was  efteemed  to  be  the  contriver  of  Norfolk's 
**  ruin,  yet  his  fon  followeth  your  father's  Ton,  and 
**  loveth  him.     Humours  of  men  fucceed  not,  but 
"grow  by  occafions,  and  accidents    of    time,    and 
"  power.    Somerfet  made  no  revenge  on  the  duke  of 
**  Northumberland's  hearers.      Northumberland,  that 

**  now 

(0  Geography  Delineated,  by  Nathaniel  Carpenter,  410. 
Oxon.  1625.  Lib.  li.  Cap.  11.  p.  261. 

(»)  MS.  Colle«ion  of  the  earl  ofSalilbury.  SeeMur* 
din's  ttaie-papers,  p.  8ii. 
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*•  now  is,  thinks  not  of  Hatton's  iflue  Kelloway  lives, . 
**  that  murthereci  the  brother  of  Horfey,  andHorfey  let 
"  him  go  by  all  his  life-time.  I  could  name  you  a^ 
'*  thoufand  of  thofe,  and,  therefore,  after-fears  are  but 
"  prophecies,  or  rather  conjedures  from  caufes  re- 
**  mote.  Look  to  the  prefent,  and  you  do  wifely. 
*«  His  fon  (hall  be  the  youngeft  earl  of  England,  but 
**  one  (jf),  and,  if  his  father  be  now  kept  down.  Will 
**  Cecil  (hall  be  able  to  keep  as  many  men  at  his  heels 
**  as  he,  and  more  too.  He  may  alfo  match  in  a  better- 
**  houfe  than  his,  and  fo  that  fear  is  not  worth  the 
**  fearing.  But,  if  the  farther  continue,  he  will  be  able 
*<  to  break  the  branches,  and  pull  up  the  tree,  root, 
*<  and  all.  Lofe  not  your  advantage  ;  if  you  do,  I 
•*  note  your  deftiny.  * 

«  Let  the  queen  hold  Bothwell  while  (he  hath  him. 
**  He  jviil  ever  be  the  canker  of  her  eftate,  and  fafety.' 
**  Princes  are  loft  by  fecurity,  and  preferved  by  pre- 
**  vention.  I  have  feen  the  laft  of  her  good  days,  and 
**  all  ours,  after  his  liberty." 

Yours,  fire.  W.  R. 
SirW.  R.toSirR.C.  1601. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  a(k  how  the  fon  of  EfTex 
could,  by  defcent,  at  leaft,  have  been  the  youngeft 
earl  of  England,  but  one,  uniefs  his  father  had  died 
near  the  period  at^  which  this  execrable  letter  was 
written  ?  From  the  contents  of  it,  let  the  reader  judge 
whether  Raleigh  clearly  advifes  Cecil  not  to /pare  the 
life  of  his  formidable  rival.  Can  there  be  a  difficulty 
in  relying  on  the  alTertion  that  he  had  pre(red  the 

queen 

(x)  As  /le  could  not  have  enjoyed  the  earldom,  until  after     ^ 
the  deceafe  of  his  father,  doth  not  this  paflage  prove  that 
Raleigh  recommended  to  Cecil,  the  execution  of  E(rex  ? 
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queen  to  fign  a  warrant  for  the  execution  {y)}  Or 
need  we  remain  any  longer  at  a  lofs  to  account  for 
the  general  hatred  which  broke  out  againft  Raleigh, 
and  raged  with  redoubled  violence,  when  he  was  ob- 
ferved  placed  at  a  window  within  the  tower,  arid 
gazing  on  the  laft  fufferings  of  EiTex  ?  Yet  he  folemnly 
declared  that  he  fied  tears  for  him  when  he  died.  The 
charitable  confidence  with  which  it  is  cuftomary  to 
receive  the  afleverations  of  individuals  who  are  on  the 
point  of  launching  into  eternity,  might  prevent  us,-  in 
this  inftance,  from  fuppofing  that  Sir  Waher  could  ad- 
vance a  falfity ;  but  whilft  the  letter,  the  authenticity 
of  which  remains  unqueftionable,  can  be  referred  to,  it 
mull  excite  our  horror,  and  aftonifhment,  whenfoever 
we  refleS  that,  at  the  fcaffold,  he  called  on  the  God 
of  truth  tp  witnefs  that  he  had  no  hand  injh'e  death  of  • 
EJfex,  nor  bore  him  any  ill  affe^fon,  but  always  thought 
that  it  would  have  been  better  for  him  that  the  life  of  this 
lord  had  been  preferred  {z).  At  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, criminals  have  uttered  w^ds,  in  the  hope  that 
if  they  were  believed,  a  pardon  might  enfue.  Perhaps, 
Raleigh  had  amufed  himfelf  with  the  idea  that  he  could 
have  foftened  James,  by  a  public  proteftation  of  his  in- 
nocence, in  regard  to  the  perfecution  of  the  earl  of 
'  £flex,with  whom  the  king  had  correfponded,  and  whofe 
memory  he  refpeded.  It  is  a  melancholy  confider- 
ation  that  here,  where  he  fhould  have  been  moft  defen- 
fible,  we  cannot  vindicate  the  hero  who  is  yet  ranked 
amongft  the  great  prefervers  of  his  country.  His  laft 
aflertions  are  imputed  to  an  anxiety  for  life,  in  or- 
der to  extenuate  a  conduft  which  it  is  more  than  diffi-' 
colt  to  jyftify. 

One 


{y)  Campbell,  V.  z.  p.  71. 

(«)  See  the  laft  fpeech  of  Raleigh,  in  his  life,  by  Oldys, 
p.  230. 
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One  of  the  warmeft  partizans  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
sfier  having  obferved  that  he  eftablifhed  his  advice,  in 
the  preceding  letter,  on  his  concern  for  the  fafiety  of 
Elizabeth,  adds,  that  in  this  refped,  he  had  the  con- 
currence of  the  earl,  who  declared  to  the  preachers  fent 
to  attend,  and  to  worm  out  his  fecrets,  in  prifon,  that 
the  queen  could  never  be  fafe  whilft  he  lived  {a).     We 
are  more  inclined  to  believe  authorities  from  which  we 
learn  that  thefe  were  not  the  fentiments  of  Eflex,  but 
the  inventions  of  his  enemies;  although  (to  ufe  the 
words  of  a  difcerning  writer,)  it  is  likely  that   this 
proof  of  penitence,  and  concern  for  Elizabeth  would 
produce  a  contrary  effed  to  what  they  intended,  and 
would  revive  all  that  fond  affe^ion  which  fhe  had  fo 
long  indulged  towards  the  unhappy  prifoner  (b).     It  is 
not  probable  that  if  Eflex  had  confidered  his  execution 
as  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  queen,  he  would 
have  declared  immediately  after  the  fentence  was  pro- 
nounced againft  him,  that  "he  (hould  be  forry  if  he  were 
*'  reprefented  to  Elizabeth,  as  a  perfon  who  defpifed  her 
**  clemency,"  although  he  ihould  not  (he  believed)  make 
«ny  cringing  fubmifllons  to  obtain  it  (r).     But  no  cir- 
cumftance  whatfoever  hath  rendered  the  report  of  his 
having  infifted  on  the  expediency  of  his  death  more 
groundlefs  than  that   wherein   we   trace  the  wife  of 
Nottingham  fecre^ing  from    his  fovereign   the    ring 
which  he  had  charged  her  to  deliver  (d).    It  is  beyond 
a  doubt  that  he  fent  this  pledge  of  future  mercy  in 
the  full  confidence  that  he  (hould  receive  a  pardon. 

The 


(a)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  72. 

(h)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  5.  p.  430. 

(c)  Ibid.  p.  428. — Walpole's  royal,  and  noble  authors, 
V.  I.  p.  147.     Article  Effex. 

(J)  See  the  432d,  433d,  and  434th  pages  of  the  fecond 
volume  of  this  work. 
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The  reader  may  alfo  remember  the  aflertion  that  Ef- 
fex  addrefled  to  Elizabeth  a  letter,  which  Wifeman,  e 
follower  oi  his  fortunes,  either  wilfully,  or  through 
forgetfiilnefs,  negleded  to  prefent  in  time  fufficient 
for  the  hindrance  of  the  execution  of  the  judgment 
(e).  To  one  of  thefe  events,  we  may  fuppofe  that  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  alluded,  when  he  informed  doSor  Ro- 
bert Tounfon,  the  dean  of  Weftminfter,  who  attended 
him  in  his  laft  moments,  that  the  earl  was  taken  oflFby 
»  trick.  This  information  was  given  in  private,  and, 
therefore,  Tounfon  hath  nqt  inferted  it  in  his  letter  (/). 
A  naval  Writer  (g)  hath  remarked  that  **  it  is  not  at 
"  all  impoflible  that  thofe  artful  ftatefmen,  (who  had 
*'  fo  much  addrefs  as  to  make  the  populace,  during 
**  that  ^ra,  and,  by  employing  the  pen  of  a  learned 
"  hiftorian,  the  world,  in  general,  now  believe,  that 
**  they  were  feconds  only  in  thefe  quarrels,  and  that 
'*  Eflex,  and  Raleigh,  were  principals,)  hated  both 
**  alike,  and  contrived  to  make  them  ruin  each  other, 
*'  by  inflaming  the  earlagainft  Sir  Walter  firft,  (which 
*'  induced  the  former  to  write,  in  the  prejudice  of  the 
latter  to  James,  the  appointed  fucceflbr  to  Elizabeth, 
with  whom,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon,  he 
**  maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence,)  and,  after- 
*'  wards  bringing  him  to  the  block,  (allowing  the  truth 
"  of  thefe  informations,)  that  they  might  run  no  ha- 
**  zard  (in  a  new  reign,)  from  the  abilities  of  Raleigh. 
^'  It  is  added  that  the  conjedure  hath  been  rendered 
^  probablc^from  the  whole  thread  of  the  relation,  and 

«  that 


M 


C( 


.»;•> 


lors. 


(e)  Confult  Note  ^,  at  the  bottom  of  the  ^^zd  page  of  the 
fecoad  volume  of  this  work. ' 

if)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  99. 
Written  by  Dean  Tounfon,  to  Sir  John  Ifliani,  of  Lamport, 
in  Northampton/hire,  and  ftill  prelerved  in  the  family. 

(g)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  75. 
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•«  that  it  would  not  be  a  very  difficult  ta(k  to  prove 
"  that  it  was  really  probable,  from  inconteftable  au- 
**  thorities.  So  eafily,  within  tf  court,  can  malice, 
**  and  cunning,  obtain  advantages  over  valour,  and 
•*  abilities."  With  this  paflage,  we  quit  the  fub- 
jeift,  and  leave  the  reader  to  his  own  conclufions. 

In  the  fummer  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dred, and  one,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  attended  the  queen, 
during  her  progrefs ;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the  duke 
de  Biron,  in  the  chara£ber  of  an  ambaflador  from  the 
court  of  France,  he  was  dire^ed  to  treat  with  him  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  his  negociations^    During  the 
laft  parliament,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  he  was  an 
active  member,  and  diftinguilhed  himlelf,  on  all  oc- 
cadons,  by  oppofing  fuch  bills  as,  under  colour  of  deep 
policy  were  contrived  for  the  oppreflidn  of  the  meaner 
fort  of  people,  amongft  which  was  the  ad  whereby 
every  man  was  compelled  to  till  a  third  part  of  his  own 
ground ;  nor  was  he  lefs  ready  to  countenance  fuch 
laws  as  bore  hard  upon  the  rich,  and  even  upon  the' 
trading  part  of  the  comniunity  ;  where  it  was  evident 
that  private  interefts,  clafhed  with  public  benefits,  and 
there  was  a  necefTity  of  hurting  fonie,  for  the  fake  of 
doing  good   to  the  majority  of  the   public.      This 
proves  that  he  had  a  jufl  notion  of  popularity,  and 
could  well  diflinguL^  between  deferving,  and  dellring^ 
it.    In  fupport  of  this  alTertion,  let  it  be  obferved  that 
he  promoted  a  law  for  the  reflri^on  of  the  exporta- 
tion of  ordnance,  which,  until  that  period,  had  proved 
highly  advantageous  to  fuch  individuals  as  were  con- 
cerned in  this  particular  branch  of  commerce,  but  of 
inexprefTible  detriment  to   the  nation,    as  being  the 
great  fource  of  the  power  which  the  enemy  maintained 
at  fea,  the  Spanifh  navy  not  making  ufe  of  any  can- 
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non,  except  that  which  was  obtained  from  England 

It  hath  been  allowed  that  in  the  point  of  monopo* 
liesy  his  condud  was  more  open  to  the  feveiity  of 
cenfure;  yet^  even  here,  he  is  obferved  to  have  given 
proofs  that  be  made  a  moderate  ufe  of  the  grants 
whijch  he  had  obtained  from  the  crown,  oflfering  to  iiir- 
render  his  own  freely,,  on  condition;  that  the  reft  might 

all  be  cancelled  («).    j\jn*>3:.  ? 

It  may  not,  in  this  part  of  the  memoir,  be  impro- 
per to  obferve  tlwit  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
one  thouland,  iix  byndred,  and  two.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, employed  Wil^am  Mace,  a  native  of  Weymouth, 
to  proceed  on  a  voyage  toJVirginia,  in  fearch  of  the 
adventurers  who  had  beeiHeft  there  ; towards  the  dofe 
of  the  preceding  century.  Having  .failed,  nearly  forty 
leagues  to  the  fouth- weft  ward  of  Hataralk,  in  the  la- 
titude, of  thirty-four  degrees,  he  loitered  there,  during 
a  month,  inattentive  to  the  purpofes  of  his  enterprize, 
and,  at  length,  retui^ied,  pretending  that  the  incle- 
nijcncy  of  the  weather,  Jind  the.  lofs  of  his  ground- 
tapkle  had  deterred  him  from  examining  the  fituation 
of  th^  harbour  to  which  ,he  was  dire£^ed  to  repaid. 

The  chief  commodities  which  Mace  obtained,  at 
Hsitaralk,  were  China;  root.  Benzoin,  fsiflafras,  and 
caftia.  r ,..,.. 

At  the  deceafe  of  Elizabeth,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was 
not  without  hopes  that  he  might  enjoy  the  favour  of, 
her  fucceflbr,  with  whom  he  had  endeavoured  to  in- 
gratiate himfelf,  by  a  variety   of  fplendid  prefents. 

Vol.  IV.  H  and 


'  (A)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  76. 

(f)  Heyward  Townfend's  Collections,  and  Sir  Simon 
D'Ewes's  Journal  of  the  Parliaments  of  Elizabeth.--<<^aiBp- 
beirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  1.  p.  76. 


.■^^,.- 


tm:        I;  MEMO  IRS    OP 
jmd  other  teiliihoniei  •f  ?efp«^  (4).-   He  wts,  not* 
withftanding,  well  aflured  that  Eflez  had  endeavoured 
to  <iU  the  nnind  o€  Jame*  with  pitjodicctt  agatnft  him, 
but  thefe  he  e<pe<£^ed  to  wear  Out  by  in  tffiduoti^  kr-^ 
vice.    When  the  king  had  ktr<rive^  in  Etaglandi  he  vm 
admitted  to  his  prefetice>  and  a»  this  intenriew  gave 
rife  to  more,  Raleigh  embraced  an  oj^^^ttinity  of  dif^ 
covering  an  ntcliniititMl  and  a  tapathy  to  lervt  him. 
Yet  not  long  after  the  acceifion,  he  ^as  coolly  treats 
id,  and  fidt  the  mortification  of  difeovering  that  Sir 
Robert  Cdeil;  who  had  been  his  friend,  antl  alTotiate^ 
during  the  conteft*  againft  the  dttl  of  £flex,  ifbtelbein^ 
that  if  he  became  the  favourite  of  Jaihes,  his  own  ad- 
miniftration  would  be  AiflhUi0,  drew  fnch  a  chataddr 
of  him  tx>  th6  prince,  as  he  thought  would  be  moft 
Hkely  to  di%u(l  him ;  censuring,  in  the  ievereil  terms, 
the  martial  difpoKttbn  of  Sir  Walter,  and  Infinuj^ting 
that  it  woitld' lead  him  to  form  proje6t^  which  mnikna- 
turatly  terminate  m  a  rupture  between  England,  ahd 
the  neighbouring   Hates  (/).      It^fevenge    fbr  thiii 
treatment,  Raleigh  drew  ujp  a  memorial '  wheitin  he 
plainty  proved  that  the  appearance  of  loyalty  which 
the  Cecife  had  maintained  for  Jatties,  Was  not  the  tWtBt 
of  choice>  but  of  compulfion ;   thkt,  in  reality,  the 
intrigaes  of  one  Of  that  family  had  btought  Mary,,  the 
queen  of  Scotland,^  to  the  block ;  and.that  they  never 
thought  of  promoting  his  fucc^ifioii,  until  they  pter- 
ceived  that  it  muft  take  place,  in  fpite  of  their  endiea- 
vours  to  prevent  it(«).    The  memorial  was  far  IFrom 

being 

(k)  Heylin's  Examen  Hiftoricum,  p.  170. — A  brief  rela- 
tion of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  troubles,  p.  i. 

(/)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals^  V.  2.  p.  77. — 
Baker's  Chrpnide.— Olborne's  Memorial  of  the  reign  of 
James. 

(w)  Welwood  s  notes  in  Kenoet's  hiftory  of  England, 
V.  2.  p.  663,  664. 
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being  folloTired  by  thofe  confequence  which  Sir  Waher 
had  cxpeded^  although  in  not  having  d^ftrufted  thd 
ruccefs  of  it|  he  appears  a  ftranger  to  the  temper  of 
the  king.    At  this  periodi  James  obfcrred  the  powef 
6f  Cecil,  and  imagined  that  he  had  need  of  it.    Thus^ 
forgetful  that  it  was  the  refult  of  his  oirn  fiivour,  ht 
became  dependant  upon  him,  as  he  was,  afterwards^ 
upon  Buckinghath,  whom,  during  a  feries  of  years,  he 
tntfted,  but  did  not  love  (n).      Thefe  circtimftances^ 
^ded  to  his  aveifion  from  all  martial  enterprizes,  iil<^ 
duced  him  to  difcountenance  the  views  of  Raleigh  i 
atidj  ^haps,  to  proceed  to  length^  more  violent  $  i. 
fuppofition  which  it  is  allowable  to  indulge,  if  we  ard 
fo  juft  t6  the  memory  of  Cecil,  as  to  believe  that  he  did 
iteit  become  the  enemy  of  Raleigh,  without  having  firft 
received  a  peribnal  offence.    Be  this  as  it  may^  Sif 
Walter,  in  fpite  of  this  refpedftil,  and  afliduotts  at^^ 
teifdanee  within  the  courts  Was  regarded  with  indiffei'- 
ehce^    To  fueh  a  treatment  may  naturally  be  afcribed 
ills  detetiriinatioA  to  maintain  a  cfofer  intercourfe  with 
hhlividfhils  under  the  fame  predicament,  and  who  were 
formeriy  his  friend».     This  ftep  conduced  him,  at 
leh^h,  to  his  rdin  (o)^ 

Amongft  thefe  aflbciates  was  the  tot-d  Cobhafn,* 
thoughtlers  in  his  condirft,  Wavering  in  his  principles^ 
iMl  pofTefied  of  an  immenfe  ef^ate.  At  this  period, 
Raleigh  was  fufpeded  to  be  of  that  philofophical  (e&^ 
Which  have  fihce  increafed,  from  a  fmali  number  to  ail 
extenfive  multitude,  atitd  are,  in  England,  ftiled  Free-^ 

H  Si  Thinkers. 


a^m'm  ■ 


(ff)  See  ^e  eafi  of  firiftoVs  anfWet-  to  the  articles  df 
high  treafon,  exhibited  againft  him  in  parliameAt,  printed 
in  Frankland's  Annals  ot  King  James,  and  King  Charles, 
p.  127,  ia8,  ia9. 

(0)  Oldys's  Life  of  jSir Walter  Raleigh,  p.  152^  'SJ*^ 
Campbell's  Livesof  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  78. 
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Thinkers.  The  other  members  of  this  confederacy 
were  Sir  Griflin  Markham,  Sir  Edward  Parham,.Mr. 
Copely,  and  Mr.  Broke,  the  brother  to  lord  Cobham. 
It  is)udicioafly  obferved  that  what  cement  could  unite 
men  of  fuch  difcordant  principles  in  fo  dangerous  a 
combination,  what  end  they  propofed,  or  what  means 
proportioned  to  their  undertakings,  hath  never  yet  been 
eiplained,  and  cannot  eafily  be  imagined  {p).  During 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  Cobham  had  conferred  with  the 
duke  of  Aremberg,  a  Flemilh  nobleman,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  and,  at  that  period,  refiding  in 
England,  with  the  title  of  ambaflador  from  the  arch- 
duke, but,  in  faA,  as  the  negociator  of  a  peace,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Spaniards.  With  him,  Cobham  renewed 
his  acquaintance,  and  recommended  that  a  large  fum 
of  money  ihoukl  be  prefented  to  Sir  Walter  Ralcigh| 
if,  inftead  of  oppoHng,  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  he 
would  forward  the  peace  (^).  In  the  mean  time, 
ibme  popifli  priefts,  and  other  difaifeded,  and  defign- 
ing  perfons,  had  framed  a  plot  againft  the  king,  and 
his  whole  family,  which  waa  to  be  executed  by  feiz- 
ing,  if  not  deftroying  James,  and  his  chiklren ;  and 
with  fome  of  the  confpirators,  Cobham  alfo  had  an  in- 
tercourfe,  by  means  of  his  brother,  Mr.  Broke.  When 
this  laft  treafon  had  been  difcovered,  and  traced  to 
Aremberg,  there  arofe  a  fofpicion  of  CoUumi;  aind  in 
confcquence  of  his  ^intimacy  with  Raleigh,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  latter  were  called  in  queftion.  AU 
were  apprehended,  and  Cobham,  timorous  to  an  ex- 
treme, was  prevailed  on  to  charge  Sir  Walter,  in  his 
confeilion,  with  a  variety  of  crimes.  The  enemies 
of  Raleigh  contrived  to  blend  thefe  treafons  together, 

notwith- 


(/)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  p.  9. 
(f)  Arraignment  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  p.  97. 
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BOtwithftanding  that  they,  or,  at   leaft,  Cecil,  knew 
them  to  be  diftind  points  4  and  thus  unfavourably  he 
dates  them,  in  a  letter  addreflcd  to  Winwood,  wherein 
he  difcovers  an  averfion  from  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  his  fenfe  of  the  want  of  any  real  evi- 
dence which  might  afFeft  him  i  yet  what  appeared  defi- 
cient in  proof,  was  made  up  m  force,  and  fraud.    The 
priefts,  Watfon,  and  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Broke,  their  aflb- 
ciate,  were  firft  brought  to  the  bar,  and,  afttr  a  long 
hearing  adjudged  guilty.    On  the  feventeenth  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
three.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  tried  at  Winchefter,  and, 
without  any  colour  of  evidence,  convided  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  court,  of  high  treafon  (r).    it  is  too 
juft  an  obfervalion  that  the  virulent,  and  low  abufe 
which  was  thrown  out  on  Raleigh,  by  the  attorney- 
general.  Sir  Edward  Coke,  may  be  deemed  a  fevere 
refledioii,  not  only  on  his  own  memory,  but  even,  in 
fome  degree,  on  the  manners  of  that  age.    We  learn, 
that  traitor,  monfter,  viper,  and  fpider  of  hefl,  were 
the  terms  which  he  empbyed  againft  one  of  the  moft 
iUuftrious  men  in  the  kingdom,  who  was  under  trial 
for  life,  and  fortune,  and  who  defended  himftlf  with 
temper,  ekxjuence,  and  reiblution  (r), 

Mr.  Campbell  hath  remarked  t4iat  it  may  be  proved 
to  a  demonftratiofl,  that  the  charge  exhibited  againft 
Sir  Waher  Raleigh  was  groundlefs,  if  we  confider  that 
all  the  evidence  adduced  to  fupport  the  aflertion  that 
he  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  to  feize  the  king  and  his 

H  3  whole 


(r)  Cani[^irs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  79— 
Winwood's  Memorials,  V.  2.  p.  8.— -Oldys's  Life  of  Ra- 


leigh, folio,  p.  157. 

(jr)  Hume's  Hiftoij  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  p. 
State  Trials,  i  ft  Edit.  p.  176,  177—182. 
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vfhgAt  family,  wts  the  hear&y  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Broke,  the  purport  of  which  feems  to  have  been  that 
his  brother  Cobham  ihovld  have  obferved  that  <<  it 
<<  would  never  be  well  until  the  Foi,  and  his  cubt» 
*<  were  taken  off;"  and,  afterwards,  fpeaking  to  this 
Broke,  that  **  he,  lord  Grey,  and  others,  were  only  on 
*'  the  bye ;  but  Raleigh,  and  himfelf  were  on  the 
*'  inain ;?  intimating  that  they  were  pnly  trufted  with 
lefs  iniportant  matters,  but  that  the  capital  part  of  the 
conviction  was  concerted  between  him,  and  Sir  Waker 
(/).  Vet  when  Broke  fuffered,  and  that,  not  undefer- 
vedly,  he,  on  his  own  confeflion,  retraced  this  cir- 
cumflance,  affirming  that  he  never  heard  his  brother^ 
the  lord  G)bham,  make  ufe  of  that  phrafe,  relative  to 
the  Fox,  and  Cubs  (») ;  and  thus,  did  he  deftroy  the 
credit  of  the  other  ftory  which  had  been  grounded  on 
the  expreffion.  In  fiipport  of  this  faft,  may  be  pro- 
duced the  undeniable  authority  of  the  lord  Cecil,  af^ 
terwards  Earl  of  Sali(bury,  who  applauds  Broke,  for 
(difcovering  this  remorfe,  during  his  ]aft  moineQts  (x). 
So,  from  the  ,teftim.ony  of  his  chief  enemy,  breaks 
forth  the  innocence  of  Si;"  Walter  Raleigh,  who,  (;on- 
ilantly,  an4  judicioufly,  at  his  trial,  diiHnguifhed  be- 
tween the  extraordinary  imputation  of  treafon,  a^d 
the  conferences  with  Aremberg.  Of  the  former,  he 
denied  the  Jeaft  knowledge;  but,  with  regard  to  the 
latter,  confefledthatt^obham  had  talked  to  lum  concern- 
ing a  large  prefent,  on  the  condition  that  he  Ihoyld 
promote  a  pe^ce  with  Spain,    it  was  on  this  occafion^ 


(t)  Sir  Thomas  Overbury'a  copy  of  the  arraignment  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  p.  i  a.-rCampbell's  Lives  of  the  Admi- 
rals, V.  2.  p.  So. 

(m)  Winwood's  Memorials,  V.  2.  p.  8. 

(x)  Ibid.   ■      - ;  ^'v  "^'^ry  .fj;  ,}fi.'-i:  y- :  ,**•  h  •  '''■■^  - 
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that  he  remonArated,  in  Severe  ter^ns*  ag^i^fli  a  ff  n- 
tence  which  inflided  death  only  becaufe  he  had  pwi^ 
heard  a  vain  man  fpeak  incoherent  language  (>).    ;  ;>' 
Although  the  Jaw  made  no  diftin^ion  bet^^^.n  3ir 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  the  reft  of  the  fuppof^d  confpira* 
tws,  yet  James  was  more  lenient  and  did.  not  G%a  thf 
warrant  for  his  eyqcution  (s) »  but;  .op  ^e  cointrary^ 
projed;ed  that  extraordinary  contrivance  of  bringing 
the  lords  Cobham,  and  Grey,  together  with  Sir  Gn|Rn 
Markham,  to  the  block,  and  then  granting  them  a  re- 
prieve, purely  to  dtfcover  the  truth,  of  the  all^gatioifs 
of  Cobham,  againft  Raleigh,  and  alfo  to  try  what  the 
fear  of  death  might  induce  the  other  to  confers  {a).   As 
thefe  expedients  proved  fniitlefs,  Jatnes  reKnqmfhed  all 
tiftoughts  of  taking  away  the  life  oiF  Raleigh  ;  and  if  the 
iattor  laboured,  during  fome  time,  under  an  unc^- 
tainty  whether  be  (houki  obtain  tlus  mercy,  it  mud^ 
attributed  rather  to  the  malice  of  his  powerfial  advet- 
farieathan  to  any  iU  intention  of  the  king,  on  whofe 
dcmency*  Sir  Waiter,  if  we  may  judge  from  pafla^s 
in  his  letters,  places  great  dependence  (^).    The  hlf- 
torian  (r),  to  whole  refearches  me  are  fo  frequently  in- 
debted, Metve&  that  he  did  not  advance  an  opinion  of 
this  nature  with  any  view  of  apolo^zing  for  the  con- 
du^  of  James,  but  from  a  refped  due  to  truth,  and 
that  it  might  appear  how  dangerous  it  is  to  live  under  a 
prince,  who  differs  himfeif  to  be  absolutely  direSed  by 
'  his  minifters,  fince  not  only  the  vices  of  fuch  a  mo- 
narch arc  deftni3;ive,   but  even  his  virtues  become 


ufelefs. 
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(jr)  Arraignment  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  p.^  lo  i .— 1©6. 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  8t. 
(z)  Stowe's  Annals,  p.  831. 
(<i)  Win  wood's  Memorials,  V.  2.  p.  II. 
(h)  Raleigh's  remains,  p.  192. 
(c)  Campbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  81. 
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On  this  occafion,  it  cannot  be  improper  that  (with" 
out  refting  alone  on  the  fcnipuloias  report  of  h&Sp 
vrhich  cautious  htftorians,  from  a  {ktiOt  regard  to 
truth^  are  inclined  to  deliver,)  we  fliould  fuggeft  to 
the  reader  what  appears  to  be  the  reality  of  tbis  mif-  ^ 
terious  bufinefs.  During  the  preceding  reignt  the 
lord  Cobham  had  been  connived  at  in  maintaining  a 
correfpondeiice  with  one  Lorenzi,  or  Laurencie,  a  Fler 
miih  merchant, whowas  now  in  England,  and  forwarded 
the  difpatches  of  the  latter  to  the  Duke  of  Aremberg. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  contemporary  writjers  thftt  Lor 
renzi  (and  probaUy  by  the  direction  of  Aremberg,)  dif*- 
clofed  the  fecret  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  as  the  fureft  means 
of  ruining  Sir  Walter,  and  the  moft  efFedual  method 
of  accelerating  the  treaty  of  (xeace  with  Spain.  When 
Rideigh  was  arrefted,  he  perceived  his  danger,  but  had 
BO  apprehenfion  of  his  accufer,  and,  therefore,  in 
hopes  of  difentangling  himfelf,  he,  by  letter,  direSed 
Sir  Robert  Cecil,  where  to  find  Cobham,  and  Lorenzi. 
When  this  letter  was  difcovered  to  the  former,  he  be- 
came, incenfed,  and  from  motives  of  revenge,  accufed 
Raleigh)  who  yet^ppears  not  to  have  been  conneded 
with  any  &^>  except  the  correfpondence  between 
Cobham,  and  the  duke  of  Aremberg.  Had  there  been 
^y  veracity  in  the  charge  advanced  by  Cobham,  Ra- 
leigh, inftead  of  giving  up  that  lord,  and  Lorenzi, 
would,  in  reality,  iiave  been  furnifhing  two  witnefT^s 
figainft  himfelf.  The  plain  truth  then  appears  to  be 
that  Aremberg  cpnfidered  the  plot  as  an  abfurd,  and  im- 
practicable undertaking  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  judged 
that  he  fhould  gieatly  forward  the  interells  of  his 
court,  by  procuring  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh  to  be  involved 
in  it ;  a  light  in  which  }ames,  and  his  miniflers,  ap- 
pear afterward9  to  have  confidered  the  aflfair.    It  will 

^  fcarcely 
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fcarcely  be  doubted  whether  this  event  did  not  increafe 
the  hatred  which  Raleigh  had  conceived  againftthe 
Spaniards.  From  them,  an  inveterate  antipathy  preiTed 
with  fuperior  violence  on  this  great,  andperfecuted  in- 
dividual, until,  at  length,  Gondomar,  purfuing  the 
blow  which  had  been  given  by  Aremberg,  brought 
jSir  Walter  to  the  block.  Well,  therefore,  ipay  this 
treafon  be  ililed  now,  as  during  that  JEra,  Raleigh's 
Riddle,  but,  in  nothing  more  fo,  than  in  the  circum- 
ftance  that  through  the  intrigues  of  two  Spanifh  minif- 
ters,  the  moft  inveterate  enemy  of  Spain  was  brought  to 
an  untimely  end  for  having,  as  it  was  pretended,  en- 
tered into  a  correfpondence  with  Spain,  againft  a  prince 
who  had  feen  through  the  whole  contrivance,  fo  many 
years  befoYe  he  gave  orders  for  his  execution  (d). 

In  the  month  of  Decen^ber,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  wat 
remanded  to  the  tower,  in  which  place,  his  wife, 
who  had  prefented  a  Petition  for  that  pnrpofe,  was  al- 
lowed to  vifit  him.  This  indulgence  becanie  fucceeded 
by  a  valuable  mark  of  favour,  and  the  king  granted 
all  the  goods,  and  chattels,  which  had  been  forfeited 

in 

(d)  Campbeirs  Lites  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  83.— 
Win  wood's  Memorials,  p.  8.-r-\Ve)don's  Court,  and  Cha- 
rader  of  James,  p.  31. — 41.— Aulicus  coquinariat.  p.  74— 
97. — ^Heylin's  Examen  hiftoricum.  p.  i69--i72.-rC5lborne*$ 
works,  V.  a.  p.  107.— Rufliworth's  hiftorical  collections. 
V.  1.  p.  9. — otate-Trials,  V.  1.  p.  aia.— Mr.  Hume  re- 
marks that  it  appears  from  Sully's  Memoirs,  that  Raleigh 
fecretly  offered  his  fervices  to  the  French  ambaflador  j  ahd 
he  adds  that  we  may  thence  prefume  that  meeting  with  a 
repulfe  from  that  quarter,  he  nad  recourfe,  for  the  fagie 
unwarrantable  purpofes  to  the  Flemiih  minifters.  Such  a 
conjecture,  we  are  now;  enabled  to  form  ;  but  it  muft  be 
confefled  that,  on  his  trial,  there  appeared  no  proof  of 
this  tranfaCtion,  nor  indeed  any  circumftance  which  could 
juftify  his  condemnatiop. 
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in  confequence  of  his  convi^ion,  to  truAees,  whom 
he  was  fufFered  to  appoint  for  the  benefit  of  hU  fa- 
mily. When  a  fhort  fpace  of*^time  had  elapfed  from 
this  (Os  his  ed^te  alfo  was  Currendered  ^  an  a£t  of 
mercy,  on  which  he  put  too  promifing  a  conftrudion, 
expe^ing  that  it  might  lead  to  a  relloration  of  that 
felicity  from  which  he  had  fo  lately  fallen.  He  foon 
£elt  the  difappointment  of  his  hopes,  when  a  new,  and 
ambitious  favourite,  eager  to  enrich  himfelf  by  grants 
of  this  kind,  difcovered  a  flaw  in  the  conveyance  of 
the  eflate  of  Raleigh  to  his  fon,  which  being  prio^  to 
the  attainder,  gave  the  crown  a  title  paramount  to  that 
which  was  iinderftood  to  be  therein,  when  the  for- 
feiture was  granted  back  to  Raleigh.  On  an  informa- 
tion in  the  court  of  exchequer.  Judgment  was  given 
f4or  the  crown ;  and  the  e£fed  of  that  Judgment  turned 
to  the  benefit  of  the  favourite,  who  in  the  year,  one 
thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  nine,  obtained  a  compleat 
grant  of  all  which  had  been  forfeited  by  Sir  Wal- 
ter (/).  To  this  infatiable  plunderer  (g),  he  addrefied 
the  following  letter  (i),  the  ilile,  and  fentiments 
in  which  may  judly  claim  the  notice  of  the  reader*^ 

«*  After 

(e)  Rymer's  Foedera.  V,  i6.  p.  5.96. 

(/)  Caj3Q|)beirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  85.— 
Brief  Relation  of  the  Troubles  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

(g)  Sir  Robert  Carr,  afterwards  the  earl  of  Somerlet 

(h)  It  hath  been  Gopied,  by  th.e  learned  Mr.  Oldys,  from 
^e  moft  correj£t  manufcripts.  On  this  occaflon  it  may  be 
n€ceAary  to  remark  that  archbiihop  Tennifon  having  men- 
tioned in  bis  Baconiana  *  the  corrupt  copies  from  which 
feveral  of  the  letters  in  the  Cabala  wejre  printed,  adds  a 
Darticular  circumftance  relative  to  the  letter  addrefled  by 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  to  Sir  Robert  Carr.  He  had  compared 
the  original  with  the  copy,  and  fo]und  forty  material  al- 
terations in  the  latter.  Mr.  Oldys  had  accefs  to  twro  manu- 
fcript  copies,  of  which  one  ,was  in  the  colle£lion  of  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  and  the  other  in  the  library  of  Mr.  James 
Weft. 

.*  OdlavD.  1679.  p  7.7. 
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**  After  fome  great  lofTes,  and  many  years  for- 
^<  royrsp  of  both  which  I  fiave  caufe  to  fear  I  ^as  mifr 
*'  taken  in  the  end,  it  is  come  to  my  knowledge  that 
yourfelf,  whom  I  know  not  by  any  honourable 
fame,  has  bieen  perfuaded  to  give  me,  and  mine  our 
**  laft  fatal  blow,  by  obtaining  from  his  majefty,  th« 
"  inheritance  .  of  my  children,  and  nephew,  loft  in 
"  the  law,  for  want  of  a  word.  This  done,  there 
"  remains  ncihing  with  me  but  the  name  of  life^ 
**  defpoiled  of  all  elfe  but  the  title,  and  forrow  thereof, 
"  His  majefty,  (whpm  I  never  jpffended,  for  I  ever 
"  held  it  unnatural,  and  unmanly  to  hate  goodnefs,) 
ftayed  me  at  the  grave's  brink  not^  as  1  hop?,  that 
lie  thought  me  worthy  of  niany  deajths,  and  to  her 
"  hold  all  mine  caft  out  of  the  world  with  myfelf^  bujc 
**  as  a  king,  who  judging  the  poor  in  truth,  hath 
*'  received  a  promife  from  God,  that  his  Throne  ftiaU  be 
"  eftablifhed  for  ever.  And,  for  yourfelf.  Sir,  feeing 
«  your  fair  day  is  but  now  in  the  dawn^  and  mine  in 
**  the  Evening,  your  own  virtues,  and  the  king's  grace 
**  afluring  you  of  many  favours,  and  much  honour, 
**  I  befeech  you  not  to  begin  your  firft  building  upon 
"  the  ruins  of  the  innocent ;  and  that  their  fonrows, 
"  with  mine,  may  not  attend  on  your  firft  plantation^ 
*'  I  have  been  ever  bound  to  your  nation,  as  well  for 
"  many  other  graces,  as  for  their  true  report  of  my 
"  trial  to  his  majefty,  againft  whom  had  I  been  found 
"  malignant,  the  hearing  of  my  caufe  would  not  have 
"  changed  enemies,  into  friends,  malice  into  com- 
*'  paflion,  and  the  minds  of  the  greateft  number  pre- 
"  fent  into  the  commiferation  of  my  ftate.  It  is  not 
'^  the  nature  of  foul  treafon  to  beget  fuch  fair  paf- 
"  ilons  ;  neither  could  it  agree  with  the  duty,  and  love 
**  of  faithful  fubjeds,  efpecially  of  your  nation,  to 
*'  bewail  his  overthrow,  who  had  conrpired  againft 

"  their 
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*'  their  mod  liberal,  and  natural  love.  I,  therefore," 
"  truft.  Sir,  that  you  will  Hot  be  the  firft  that  wifl 
**  kill  us  outright,  cut  down  the  tree,  with  the  fruit, 
**  and  undergo  their  curfe  who  enter  the  field  of  the 
•*  fatherlefs,  which,  if  it  pleale  you  to  know  the 
*<  truth,  is  far  lefs  fruitful  in  value,  than  in  fame ; 
**  but  that  fo  worthy  a  gentlemaji  as  yourfelf  will  ra- 
**  ther  Bind  us  to  your  fervice,  bein^.  Sir,  gentle- 
**  men  not  bafe  in  birth,  or  alliance,  who  have  in- 
**  tereft  therein ;  and  myfelf,  with  utmoft  thankfiil- 
•*  nefs,  will  ever  remain  ready  to  obey  your  com- 
"  mandments  (/)/' 

This  application  proved  more  than  fruitlefs ;  and, 
in  the  foUpwin^  year,  the  king  granted  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Carr,  excfuHvepf  Sherborne,  and  its  dependent 
eilates,  the  manors  of  Pimford,  Primefly,  and  Barton, 
ia  Devonfhire,  which  Raleigh  himfelf  had  purchafed, 
but  which,  with  his  other  demefnes  were  forfeited  m 
confequenpe  of  his  att^in^er  (k). 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  with  a  degree  of  fortitude,  and 
phibfophy,  that  refleds  a  luftre  on  his  name,  en- 
livened the  gioom  of  his  imprifonment,  by  the  exer- 
tions of  his  learning.  It  was  in  the  Tower  that  he 
digefted  a  great  part  of  the  materials  for  his  Hiftory 
of  the  World,  concerning  which,  a  moft  difcerning 
judge  (/)  obferves,  that  if  the  reader  can  have  patience 
to  wade  through  the  Jewilh,  and  Rabbinical  learning, 
which  compofe  the  half  of  the  volume,  he  will  find, 

when 

(i)  This  letter  in  two  old  copies  is  dated  December  1608. 

(i)  Cafe  tefCarew  Raleigh,  Efquire,  at  the  cjommittee 
for  the  lale  of  the  edates  of  delinquents.  MS,  from  the 
AUedtion  of  the  reverend  Thomas  Baker,  of  Saint  John's 
College,  Cambridge.— r—Oldys's  Life  of  Raleigh.  Folio 
p.  165. 

(!)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  Svo.  V.   6.  Appendix. 

P-  »95-  '    . 
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when  he  comes  to  the  Greek,  and  Roman  ftory,  that 
his  pains  are  not  unrewarded.  Raleigh  is  deemed  the 
bed  model  of  that  ancient  ftyle  which  fome  writers 
have  lately  affeded  to  revive. 

It  was  not  alone  to  this  laborious  work,  that  Sir 
Walter  limited  his  great  abilities.  His  mind  perpe- 
tually a6tive,  amidft  the  durance  of  the  body,  be-- 
came  engaged  in  a  variety  of  ftudies,  the  illuilrious 
patron  of  which  was  prince  Henry  (m),  who  hath  been 
juftly  deemed  the  glory  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  the 
darling  of  the  Britilh  nation,  whilft  he  lived,  and  the 
objed  of  its  fincere,  and  univerfal  grief,  at  the  sera 
of  his  untimely  death  (n).  One  of  the  laft  piecea 
written  by  Raleigh,  within  the  Tower,  is  his  Difcourfe 
of  the  Invention  of  Shipping,  wherein  he  mentions  of 
the  ufe,  defeSs,  and  improvements  of  the  naval  arts ; 
the  ftrength,  and  deficiency  of  the  fea-forces  of  Eng- 
land, France,  Spain  and  Venice,  together  with  the  five 
caufes  of  the  rife  of  the  Hollanders ;  the  necefiary  en- 
couragement of  a  mutual  friendihip  between  them, 
and  England ;  and  the  progrefs  of  the  Newcaftle  trade. 
In  his  Obfervations,  and  Notes  concerning  the  royal 
Navy,  and  the  Sea-fervice,  he  treats,  under  difiin£t 
heads,  of  the  officers  of  the, navy;  of  fome  errors 
to  be  reformed  in  (hip-building ;  of  miftakes  with  regard 
to  harbouring,  and  manning  the  fleet ;  of  furcharging 
(hips  with  great  ordnance ;  of  the  defeds  in  (heath- 
ing,  and  calking ;  of .  the  abufes  in  vidualling ;  of 
the  inconveniency  of  the  cook-rooms ;  of  muftering, 
and  impreifing  mariners )  of  arms,  and  ammunition ; 

and 

(m)  It  was  this  gallant  youth  who,  more  liberal,  and 
difcerning  than. his  father,  remarked  that  no  other  king  but 
Jatnes  would  keep  fuch  a  bird  as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  a 


cage 


(«)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  85. 
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and  lailly,  of  captains  to  ferve  on  board  the  foyal 
navy.  Concerning  tht  art  of  war,  by  fea.  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  difcourfes  in  the  following  words. 
*<  I  have  written  a  treatife  to  the  lord  Henry,  prince 
**  df  Wales.  A  fubjed,  to  my  knowledge,  never 
'*  handled  by  any  man,  ancient,  or  modern ;  but 
"God  hath  fpared  me  the  labour  of  finifliing  it, 
«*  by  the  lofs  of  that  brave  prince,  of  which,  like  an 
•"  edipfe  of  the  fun,  we  fhall  feel  the  effeds  here-' 
**  after.  Impoflible  it  is  to  equal  words,  and  fbr-^ 
**  rdws ;  I  will,  therefore^  leave  him  in  the  hands  of 
**  Got>  that  hath  him  }  Curse  leves  loquudtur,  ingentes 
*<  ftupent.**  A  learned  writer  (0)  obferves  that  this 
work  may  lead  us  up  to  fuch  of  his  difcourfes  as  re->- 
prefent  this  art,  in  execution,  and  particularly  thofe 
two  gallant  naval  anions  wherein  Sir  Richard  Green-' 
ville  loft  his  life,  and  himfelf  won  a  moft  fignal  vido-^ 
f y,  of  which  his  own  pen  hath  preferved  the  faithful 
memorials  in  his  Report  of  the  Troth  of  the  Fight  about 
the  Ifles  of  Azores,  and  his  epiftolary  account  of  the 
adiion  at  Cadiz  {p).  It  is  added  that  his  care  did  not 
terrain  ate  in  the  bed  advice  for  the  regulations,  and 
maintenance  of  the  Aiipping,  or  in  recording  fome  of 
the  moft  notable  atchievements  performed  therewith^ 
but  extended  to  the  choice,  and  reparation  of  the  moft 
convenient  harbours,  for  their  reception ;  and  that^ 
not  only  by  his  fpeeChes  ia  pariiament,  but  alfo  by  a 
Memorial  which  he  prefented  to  Elizabeth,  touching 
the  port  of  Dover,  in  particular,  and  declaring  how 
honourable,  and  profitable  to  her  majefty,  and  how 
tecefTary,  and  commodious  to  the  realm,  the  rebuild-* 

ing 

•» 

(0)  Oldys's  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.    Folip.  p.  176.  ' 
(p)  Abridgment  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  \\orld,  in  Ra-* 
Ieigh*s  Rehiains.  !»;,>.. 
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ing  of  it  would  be ;  with  the  leaft  expenfive,  and  moft. 
perfe£l  manner  of  performing  the  fame  (q). 

Having  mentioned  the  maritime  difcourfes  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  it  may  remain  necefl&ry,  in  a  work, 
which  is  profefledly  connected  with  the  fubjeA,  to  in- 
troduce a  paiTage  from  his  remarks  concerning  the  in*  ^ 
vention  of  (hipping ;  and  the  rather  as  it  muft  a0brd 
the  reader  a  clear  idea  of  the  progrefs  of  the  naval 
arts,  during  that  sera  (r). 

"  Whofoever  was  the  inventor,  we^  find  that  every 
age  hath  added  ibroewhat  to  ihips,  ind  to  all  things 
>  elfe.    And,  in  my  own  time,  the  Ifaape  of  Obr  Eng- 
Ufli  (hips  hath  been  greatly  bettered.  It  is  not  long  fince 
the  (Iriking  of   the   top^aft,    (a  wonderful  ea(e  to 
great  (hips,  bqth  at  Tea,  and  in  the.  harbour,)  hath 
been  devifed,  together  with  the  chain-pump,  which 
takes  up  twice  as  much  water  as  the  ordinary  pump 
did.    We  have  lately  added  the  bonnet  (j),  and  the 
drat>Ier  (/).     Tq   the  courfes,  we  halve  devifed  ftud- 
di<ng    fails,     top-gallant- fails^     fprit^fsuls,    and     top-* 
fails.     The  weighing  of  anchors  by  tht   cipfton  is 
alio  new.  We  have  fallen  into  the  confideration  of  ca^ 
blesj  and  thereby  refift  the  malice  of  the  greateft  wind 
that  can  blow ;  witnefs  our  fmall  Milbrook-men  of 
Cornwall,  that  ride  it  out  at  anchor,  half-^feas  over, 
between  England,  and  Ireland,  all   the  winter-quar- 
ter; 

i,r>    ■  ■    ■  • 

f^  t?)  ElTay  on  wajs  and  means,  to  maintain  the  honour, 

and  fafety  of  England,  1701.  -"' 

(r)  The  quotation  is  made  from  the  g'enuine  Remains  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  8vo.  1 700. 

(f }  An  additional  part  laced  to  the  bottom  of  the  main- 
fail,  and  fore-fail  of  fbrne  fmall  Veffels,  in  moderate  winds. 
Seie  Falconer's  Dictionary  of  the  Marine. 

(/)  An  additional  pan  of  a  fail  fometimes  laced  to  the 
bottom  of  the  bonnet  of  a  fquare  fail,  in  fioops,  atfd.fchoo- 
liCrs.     See  Falooncr's  Dictionary  of  the  Marine. 
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ter ;  and  witnefs  the  Hollanders,  who  were  wont  to  ride 
before  Dunkirk,  with  the  wind  at  north-weft,  making 
a  lee-fliore  in  all  weathers.  For,  true  it  is  that  the 
length  of  the  cable  is  the  life  of  the  (hip,  in  all  ex- 
tremities ;  and  the  reafon  is  becaufe  it  makes  fo  many 
bendings,  and  waves,  as  the  (hip  riding  at  that  length 
is  not  able  to  (betch  it ;  and  nothing  breaks  that  is  not 
ftretched.  In  extremity,  we  carry  our  ordnance 
better  than  we  were  wont,  becaufe  our  nether  over- 
loops  (i/),  are  raifed  commonly  from  the  water,  be- 
tween the  lower  part  of  the  port,  and  the  Tea.  In 
the  time  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  and,  in  his  pre- 
fence  at  Portfmouth,  the  Mary-Ro(e  by  a  little  fway  of 
the  (hip,  in  cafting  about,  her  ports  being  within  fix 
inches  of  the  water,  was  over-fet,  and  loftj^  and  in 
her,  that  worthy  knight.  Sir  George  Carew,  coufm- 
german  to  the  lord  Carew,  now  living ;  and,  with 
him,*  befides  many  other  gentlemen,  the  father  of 
the  late  renowned  Sir  Richard  Grenville.  We  have 
alfo  raifed  our  fecond  decks,  and  given  more  vent 
thereby  to  their  ordnance  lying  on  our  nvther  over- 
loops.  We  have  added  crofs-pillars  to  our  royal  (hips, 
to  (Irengthen  them,  which  being  fattened  from  the 
kelfon  (x)  to  the  beams  of  the  fecond  deck,  keep  them 
from  fettling,  or  giving  way  in  alt  diftrefles.  We 
have  given  longer  floors  to  our  (hips,  than  in  elder 
\  timesy 


(u)  Orlop-deck,  or  a  platform  of  planks  laid  over  the 
beams,  in  the  hold  of  a  (hip  of  war,  whereon  the  cables 
are  ufually  coiled,  and  the  (everai  bfjicers  (lore-rooms  con- 
tained.—See  Falconer's  Dictionary  of  the  Marine. 

(x)  A  piece  of  timber,  which  may  properly  be  defined 
the  interior,  or  counter-part  of  the  keel,  (which  is  the  prin- 
cipal piece)  as  it  is  laid  upon  the  middle  of  the  floor-tim- 
bers immediately  over  the  keel,  and,  like  it,  compofed  of  fe- 
veral  pieces  fcarfed  together.  For  a  more  explicit  defcrip- 
tipn,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Falconer's  Oi£tK>nary  of  the 
Marine. 
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times,  and  better  bearing  under  water,  whereby 
they  never  fall  into  the  fea,  after  the  head,  and  (hake 
the  whole  body,  nor  fink  (lem,  nor  (loop  upon  a  wind, 
by  which  the  breaking  loofe  of  our  ordnance,  or  difufe 
of  them,  with  many  other  difcommodities  are  avoided. 
And  to  fay  the  truth,  a  miferabte  ihame,  and  dif* 
honour  it  were  for  our  (hip-wrights,  if  they  did  not  ex- 
ceed all  others  in  fetting  up  of  our  royal  ihips ;  the 
errors  of  other  nations  being  more  excufable  than 
ours ;  for  the  kings  of  England  have,  for  many  years^ 
been  at  the  charge,  to  build,  and  furnifli  a  navy  of 
powerful  ihips  for  their  own  defence,  and  for  the 
wars  only ;  whereas  the  French,  Spaniards,  PortugUefe^ 
and  Hollanders,  until  of  late,  have  had  no  proper  fleet, 
belonging  to  their  princes, or  ftatcs  (j>).'* 

We  fiiall  conclude  this  fubjeA  by  obferving,  in 
judice  to  the  memory  of  Raleigh,  that  the  mode  of 
ihip-building,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fixteenth,  and 
the  commencement  of  the  feventeenth  century,  was 
regulated  according  to  his  inventions,  and  direSions 
(2).  The  learned  writer  of  his  life  (a)  is  of  opi- 
nion  that  to  the  fame  purpofe  of  effeftually  employing 
his  fuperior  knowledge  in  naval  architedure,  for  the 
fafeguard,  and  ftrength  of  the  nation,  we  may  pre- 
fume  that  Elizabeth  conferred  on  him  the  grants  for 
felling  of  Timber,  one  of  which  is  ftill  extant  {b), 
and  intitled  "  a  warrant  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  for  two 
<'  hundred  oaks  to  be  taken  from  the  woods  of  Sir  Fran- 
cis Ensjlesfield/* 
VoL.IV.  I  After 


«« 


i 


! 


(y  )  Dircourfe  of  Hiipping,  p.  i6. 
(k)  Appendix  to  the  Hillory  of  the  Invention  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  lamo.  1686. 
(a)  Mr.Oidys. 
{b)  In  the  Afhmolean  Mafeum,  at  Oxford. 
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After  the  deccafe  of  Henry,  prmce  of  Wales,  tho 

3'ueen  became  the  patronefs  of  Raleigh,  and  fteadily 
efended  him  againft  the  malignant  perfecutions  of 
the  earl  of  Somerfet.  When  this  abandoned  favour- 
ite was  committed  to  the  tower,  his  eftates  became 
forfeited  to  the  crown ;  and  it  was  on  this  occafton 
that  Sir  Walter,  fecure  from  the  attacks  of  a  once 
formidable  adverfary^  obtained  permiiFion,  after  a  con- 
finement of  thirteei^  years,  within  the  tower,  to  re- 
lUTume  his  liberty.  The  misfortunes  of  his  life  had 
not.  inclined  him  to  a  love  of  indolence,  and  retire- 
ment, for  which,  although  the  greater  part  of  his  pof- 
iefllons  had  been  mercilefsly  divided  amongft  his  ene- 
rnies,  he  yet  wanted  not  a  reafonable  provifion  (r). 
tt  was  bis  wifh  to  pafs  the  latter  ^ra  of  his  life,  as  he 
had  employc;id  the  firfl,  in  the  purfuits  of  honour,  and 
in  the  fervice  of  hjs  country.  Such  were  the  fenti- 
ments  of  this  enterprizing,  and  accomplifhed  hero  ; 
if  we  can  rely  on  his  own  allertions  in  the  letter  ad- 
drelfed  to  fecretary  Winwood,  who,  with  equal  fpirit^ 
dir<;;ernment  and  generoHty^  became  his  advocate  at 
court,  and  was  the  chief  inftrumen.t  of  that  mercy 
which  (howfover  meanly  limited  by  the  mifguided 
James,)  reilored  Raleigh  to  his  freedom,  and  to  the 
power  of  Aibfiilence,  He  feelingly  obferves  *•  To 
"die  for  the  king),  and  not  by  the  king,  is  all  the 
J*  ambition  which  I  have  in  the  word  {d)** 

As  in  our  account  of  the  attempt  made  by  Raleigh 
to  eflablilh  a  fettlement  in  Guiana,  we  may  be  led  to 

diflent 


(c)  Prince  Henry  had  attempted,  but  in  vain,  to  prevail 
on  James  to  reftore  his  eftate  ;  at  length,  he  received  as  a 
compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  it,  the  ium  of  eight  thoufand 
pounds. — ^See  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Apology,  p.  4^. 

{d )  Raleigh's  Remains,  p.  164.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  85. 
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fhfllent  from  the  opinion  of  a  refpedkable  hiftorian  (r), 
whofe  labour  are  the  ground-work  of  our  own,  it 
were  a  criminal  deviation  from  the  laws  of  candour, 
Hiould  We  endeavour  to  fupprefs  thofe  remarks  that  he 
hath  made  <  n  a  fubjed,  which,  although  not  involved 
in  obfcurity,  is  generally  mifunderftood.     He  deems 
the  meafure  a  laudable  emblem  of  the  enterprising 
genius  of  Sir  Walter,  who  profecuted,  with  unabated 
conflancy,  that  which  he  had  contrived  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  an  extraordinary  difcernment.    He  adds  that 
we  muft  **  have  feen  how  many  voyages  to  Guiana 
"  Raleigh  encouraged,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
**  when  confidering    the    many   great   employments 
**  which  he  enjoyed,  it  might  have  been  thought  that 
"  his    mind  would  have  been  otherwife    occupied ; 
"  and,  indeed,  fo  it  muft  have  been,  if  he  had  not 
*'  been  thoroughly  perfuaded,  and  that  upon  the  beft 
*'  evidence    in  the  world,   his   own   eye-fight,    and 
"  judgment,  that  this  was  the  richeft  country  within 
*'  the  Globe,  and  the  worthieft  of  being  fettled,  for  the 
"  benefit  of  Britain.    This  perfuafion  was  fo  ftrong 
**  upon  him,  that,  during  his  confinement,  he  held  a 
"  conftant  intercourfe    with  the  people  of   Guiana, 
'*  fending  at  his  own  charge,  either  every  year,  or 
M  every  fecond  year,  a  ihip,  to  keep  the  Indians  in 
*'  hopes  of  his  performing  the  promife  which  he  had 
"  made  them  of  coming  to  their  afiiftance,  and  of  de- 
**  livering  them  from  the  Tyranny,  and  cruelty  of  the 
**  Spaniards,  who  now  encroached  upon  them  again. 
**  In   thefe  (hips  were  brought  over  feveral  natives  of 
**  that  country,  with  whom  Sir  Walter  converfed  in 


« 


the   tower,    and  from  whom,   queftionlefs,  he  re-. 
"  ceived  the  cleared,  and  moft  diflind  intelligence  of 

I  2  **  the 


(*)  Mr.  Campbell. 


tt 
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"  the  fituatipn,  and  richnefs  of  the  mines,  that  he 
«•  could    poffitjly    defire  (f).     Upon    thefe  informa- 
tionsy  he  pfFcred  to  the  court,  the  fcheme  for  pre 
fecuting  his  ^ifcoi^ery,  three  years  before  he  under- 
took it  in  perfon  ;  nor  was  there  then  any  doubt, 
<^  either  to  the  probability  of  the  meafure,  or  as  to 
"  its    lawfulnefs   notwithftandtng     the    peace     that 
*^  was  made  with  Spain  ;  otherwife  the  king  would  not 
f  have  made  fuch  grants  as  he  did,  even  at  that  time  ; 
<'  which  (hews  that  he  was  then  convinced  that  Sir  Wal- 
**  ter  had,  in  his  firft  voyage,  difcovered,  and  taken 
**  pofleOion  9f  that  country,  for  the  crown  of  Eng- 
**  land  ;   and   that,   confequently,   his  fubjeds  were 
'*  juftly  intitled  to  any  benefits  that  might  accrue  from 
*'  this  difcovery,  without  the  I^aft  refped  had  to  the 
**  pretenfions  of  the  Spaniards  [g).    It  may  atfo  deferve 
**  crar  notice  that  when  Sir  Walter  firft  moved  the 
*'  court,  upon    this   fubjed,  the  Spanifh  match  was 
"  not  thought  of,  but  the  wants  of  James  were  then 
**  extremely  prefling,  and  he  may  reafonably  be  pre- 
"  fumed  to  have,  at  this  time,  placed  as  g^eat  hopes 
**  in   the    difcovery,  as  he  did  in  that  match ;   al- 
*^  though  when,  afterwr^rds,  he  began  to  idolize  this 
**  proje^,  he  grew  fomewhat  out  of  conceit  with  that 
**  of  Sir;  Walter  Raleigh  (  fo  thrt  if  the  latter  had  pleaf- 
**  ed.he  might,  for  fe^n  hundred  pounds,  have  obtained 
"  an  ample  pardon,  and  leave  to  relinqulih  ^is  voyage  ; 
*<  but  he  reniaining   firm  to  his  purpofe,  the  king, 
"  who  felt  his  necefllties  daily  increafe,  was  yet  wil- 
**  ling  t^at  he   fhould  proceed  in  his  enterprize,  in 
"  hopes  of  his  profiting  thereby,  without  lofmg  the 
"  profpeft  which  he  then  had  of  concluding  the  Spanifli 
**  match.  .iSttch  was  the  fituaiion  of  Sir  Walter,  and, 

"fuch 


(/)  Raleigh's  Apology,  p.  52.--55. 

{g)  See  Harcourt's  voyage  to  C  uiana,  410.  1613. 
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•*  fuch  the  difpofition  of  the  court,  when  he  obtained 
*•  leave  to  execute  his  defign,  and  was  impowcred 
•*  (but  at  the  expence  of  himfelf,  and  his  friends,)  to 
*•  eftablift  a  fettlement  in  Guiana  {b)."  "^ 

As  the  tenor  of  the  con)miffion  granted,  by  James^ 
to  Raleigh,  will  on  this  occafion,  become  the  fubjea 
of  inquiry,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  prefent  the  moft  ma- 
terial abftrafk  of  it  to  the  reader. 

'*  James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  &c.  To  all  to 
whom  thefe  prefents  fliall  come,  &cc.  Whereas  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  knight,  intendeth  to  undertake  a  voy- 
age, by  fea,  and  (hipping,  to  the  fouth  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, or,  elfewhere,  within  America,  poflefTed,  and 
inhabited  by  heathen  and  favage  people ;  to  difcover 
fome  commodities,  and  merchandize,  profitable  for  the 
fubjeSts  of  our  kingdoms,  whereof  the  inhabitants  make 
little,  or  no  ufe  ;  whence  may  enfue,  by  commerce, 
fome  propagation  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  reformed 
religion,  amongft  thofe  idolatrous  people  ;  and  where- 
as there  are  divers  merchants,  &c.  well  difpofed  to  af- 
fitk  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  had  they  aflurance  to  enjoy 
their  due  fhare  of  the  profits  returned.  Sir  Walter  Rar 
leigh  being  under  the  peril  of  the  law  ;  and  whereas  di- 
vers other  gentlemen,  his  kinfmen,  and  friends,  with 
feveral  captains,  and  commanders,  are  alfo  defirous  to 
follow,  and  venture  their  lives  with  him,  if  they  might 
be  commanded  by  none  but  himfelf ;  we,  upon  delibe- 
rate confideration,  defiring  the  benefit  of  our  fubje^s, 
and  alfo  to  give  our  princely  furtherance  to  the  faid  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  his  friends,  as  well  as  to  encou- 
rage others  in  the  like  laudable  enterprizes,  advance 
the  converfion  of  favages,  and  increafe  traffic,  by  our 

1  3  fub- 

-I         - 

.  (h)  Campbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admirtls,  V.  z-  p.  85,86, 
87.---Camden's  Annals  of  King  James^  A.  D.  161 5-- 161 7. 
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fubje£ls  of  this  kingdom,  have,  of  our  efpecial  grace^ 
&c.  granted  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  full  power  to  carry, 
for  the  faid  voyage,  fo  many  of  our  fubjeds,  or 
others,  who  will  become  our  fubjeds,  as  ihall,  willingly, 
accompany  him ;  with  fufficient  ihipping,  armour, 
weapons,  ordnance,  munition,  powder,  (hot,  &c.  and 
all  other  things  as  he  ihall  think  neceflary  for  the 
ufe,  and  defence  of  him,  and  his  company ;  befides 
liberty  to  exchange,  or  otherwife  difpofe  of  his  goods, 
or  merchandize  *,  alfo  to  return  into  this,  or  other  of 
our  dominions,  with  fuch  gold,  filver,  bullion,  or 
any  other  wares,  and  they  to  be  converted  to  the  pro- 
per ufe  of  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  his  com- 
pany ;  paying  to  us,  our  heirs,  &c.  the  full  fifth  part 
of  all  fuch  gold,  and  Hlver,  bullion,  and  ore  of  gold, 
and  illver,  pearl,  and  precious  ftones,  as  ihall  be  fo 
imported :  with  all  fuch  cuiloms,  &c.  as  ihall  be  due 
for  any  other  goods  whatfoever.  Furthermore,  to  en- 
courage Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  the  adventurers,  we 
promife,  in  verbo  Regio,  that  no  gold,  filver,  or  other 
wares,  by  them  imported  from  thofe  parts,  fo  pof- 
feifed,  and  inhabited,  ihall  be  feized  by  us,  our  heirs, 
or  aiiy  of  our  officers,  but  that  it  ihall  remain  (the 
fifth  part  of  the  faid  gold,  filver,  bullion,  &c.  as  be- 
fore, with  all  other  cuftoms,  and  duties  being  truly 
paid,)  to  the  fole  ufe  of  Sir  Waher  Raleigh,  and  his 
company.  Further,  of  our  mofl  fpecial  grace,  dec. 
we  conilitute  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  to  be  the  fole 
^overnour,  and  commander  of  all  perfons  who  (ball 
travel,  or  be  with  him,  in  the  faid  voyage,  or  in  their 
return.  And  we  give  him  full  power  to  correQ:,  pu- 
niih,  pardon,  and  rule  them,  according  to  fuch  orders, 
and  inflruflions  as  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ihall 
eflabliih,  as  well  in  cafes  capital,  and  criminal,  a^  ci- 
vil, both  marine,  and  other  j  fo  that  the  faid  proceed- 
ings, 
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ings,  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  are  agreeable  to 
the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  as 
now  profefled  in  the  church  of  England.  And  becaufe 
in  fuch  enterprizes,  great  inconventencies  have  grown, 
by  mutinies,  and  diforders,  for  want  of  fufficient  au- 
thority, we  give  full  power  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in 
cafe  of  rebellion,  or  mutiny,  by  Tea,  or  land,  to  ex- 
crcife  martial  law,  upon  juft,  and  apparent  necefllty, 
ki  as  ample  a  manner,  as  our  lieutenant-general,  by 
iea,  or  land,  or  our  lieutenants  4n  the  counties  of 
England.  And  we  give  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  full 
power  to  appoint  fuch  captains,  and  other  command- 
ers, and  mini'fters  under  him,  as  ihall  be  requifite  for 
the  better  ordering,  and  governing  his  company.  We 
further  command  the  wardens  of  the  Cinque-Port8> 
cuftomers,  and  other  .officers,  quietly  to  permit  Sir 
Waltef  Raleigh,  and  all  who  ihall  adventure  with  him, 
to  pafs  to  the  faid  fouth,  or  other  parts  of  America,  pof- 
fefled,  and  inhabited  as  aforefaid ;  and  to  return  with 
any  gooc^s  whatfoever,  and  to  feH,  or  otherwife  dif- 
pofe  of  the  fame  to  the  only  ufe  of  him,  and  his  com- 
pany ;  paying  the  fifth  part  of  all  gold,  fdver,  bul- 
lion, &C.  as  before  imported,  and  other  cuftoms,  and 
duties  aforefaid.  And  thefe  prefents  (hall  be  to  the 
faid  wardens,  &c.  fufficient  warrant.  And  we  grant 
to  the  iaid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  that  thefe  our  letters- 
patent,  or  the  inrollment  thereof,  with  all  the  grants, 
claufes,  die.  therein,  Ihall  be  fufficient,  and  effedual 
in  law,  any  law,  ftatute,  fire,  notwithftanding.  Wit- 
nefs  ourfdves^  the  twenty-fi^th  day  of  Awguft,  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  our  reign  of  England,  France,  and 
Ireland  ;  and  of  Scotland,  the  fiftieth.  "  Per  breve  de 
privato  Sigilb  (/).'» 

I  4  Ana- 

(0  Rymer*s  Foedera,  V.   16.    Folio,   p.  yBg King 

James's  declaration  of  the  demeanour,  and  carriase  of  Sir 
;;     .  -    •  ---'  Waiter 
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A  naval  writer  {k),  after  having  remarked  that,  pro- 
bably, the  commiflion  pafTed  the  two  feals ;  and  that 
fvtch  a  conjedure  appears  warranted  from  exprefllons  in 
a  letter  (/)y  didated  by  Sir  Waher  Raleigh,  adds  that 
the commiffion' was,  notwithftanding  legal;  and  that 
although  the  formal  declarations  of  grace,  and  truft 
{my  are  omitted,  yet  the  powers  granted  to  this  illuf- 
trious  adventurer  are  in  themfelves  of  great  extent,  and 
as  firongly  drawn  as  language  can  exprefs ;  fo  that 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  all  imaginable  reafon  to  con- 
ceive that  this  patent  implied  a  pardon.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell obferves  that,  by  one  claufe,  he  is  conftituted  ge- 
neral, and  commander  in  chief,  daring  the  enter- 
prize;  and  that,  in  another  claule,  he  is  appointed, 
lyith  the  mofl:  ample  authority,  governour  of  the  new 
country,  wherein  it  was  his  determination  'to  intro- 
duce a  iettlement.  He  fubjoins  that  by  a  third  claufe, 
Raleigh  enjoyed  a  power  which,  in  the  prefent  age,  is 
iTeldom  delegated  to  our  admirals ;  the  power  of  exer- 
cifing  martial  law,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  king's 
lieutenant-general,  by  fea,  or  land,  or  any  of  the 
lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  England  poiTeired  the 
privileges  of  ufing  it.  He  then  afks  whether  it  be  poflt- 
ble  to  conceive  that,  on  the  appearance  of  this  com- 
fniifion.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  regarded  as  a  con- 
demned plan,  or  that  the  lords  of  the  privy-council j 


or 


>y alter  Raleigh,  knight ;  as  well  in  his.  voyage,  m  fithence 
his  return,  &c.    Quarto.  i6i8.  p.  9r- 24. 

(il)  Campbefl's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  88. 
^  (/)  **  His  majefty  doth  aflhre  all  Sir  Walter's  partners,  by 
the  Great  Seal  of  England,  that  they  /ball  truly,  and  quietly 
enjoy,  &c.  &c.  out  of  which  Great  Seal  of  England,  the 
difcoverer  fhall  have,  &c.  &c. — -Letter  dictated  by  Raleigh, 
and  addrefled  from  Peter  Vanlore,  to  Sir  Adrian  Thibaut, 
MS.  Lately  in  the  pofleflion  of  Bcown  Willis,  Efquire,  of 
WhaddonHall,  Bucks. 

(«),  Ift  the  uftial  Words^  buf  trufty,  and  well-beloved. 


.^ 
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6r  tht  lord  privy-feal,  could  think  it  eqiTitable  for  the 
king  to  grant  fuch  full  power  oiref  the  lives  of  others, 
to  one  who  held  but  a  precarious  title  to  his  own  life  } 
It  is  for  thefe  reafons,  that  the  hiftorian  fuppofes  that 
when  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  confuhed  Sif  Francis  Bacon, 
whether  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to  purchafe,  with  a 
large  fum  of  money,  his   pardon^    in    the  common 
form,  the  latter  anfwered,  like  an  honed  man,  and  a 
found  lawyer :  "  Sir !  the  knee-timber  of  your  voy- 
"  age  is  money.     Spare  your  purfe,  in  this  particu- 
•*  lar  J  for  upon  my  life,  you  have  a  fufficient  pardon 
**  for  all  that  ispafled  already;  the  king,  having,  un-^ 
'*  der  his    broad-feal,    made    you  admiral    of    youf 
••  fleet,   and  given    you  power  of   the  martial  law, 
**  over  your  officers,  and  foldiers  («)."    The  charac- 
ter of  Bacon,    ftill  reeking  with  ingratitude,   fhould 
have  inclined  Raleigh  to  fufpe^  the  fincerity  of  this  re> 
ply.     It  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  voluntary  trai- 
tor to  the  earl  of  EiTex  might  be  lefs  fcrupulous  in 
deceiving  one  who  had  not,  like  that  unhappy  lord,  ad- 
vanced his  fortunes,  and  tried  to  bind  him  to  his  fer- 
vice  with  the  links  of  uncorrupted  friendfhip  (0).     We 
allow  that  it  is  a  maxim  of  the  civil  law  that  he  that 
hath  power  over  the  lives  of  others,  fhould  be  the 
mafter  of  his  own  life.     Yet,  in  the  cafe  of  Raleigh, 
and,  by  an  expreflion  in  the  commifHon,  this  princi- 
ple is  oppofed  ;  and  that  devoted  vi£ttm  (lands  recorded 

as 

(ft)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  89.  ■  ■ 
Hdwel's  Letters.  V.  2.  p.  371. 

(0)  Bacon,  although  not  bound  by  his  office  to  plead,  at 
the  trial  of  Eflex,  his  warmeft  admirer,  and  his  mod  li- 
beral proteftor,  feducedby  the  mean,  and,  perhaps,  falfely- 
grounded  hope  of  becoming  acceptable  to  Elizabeth,  ex- 
erted all  his  eloquence  for  the  infernal  purpdfe  of  bereaving 
that  rafh,  and  mifguided  nobleman  of  his  life. 
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as  <<  being  under  peril  of  the  law."  The  profeflional 
abilities  of  Bacon  are  unexceptionacle ;  and  we  ihould 
cftimate  them  at  too  vile  a  rate,  by  an  inference  that 
he  did  not  confider  thjs  paflage,  as  declaratory  of  the 
predicament  in  which  Raleigh  was  fo  clearly  placed ;  a 
man  condemned,  and  unpardoned.  With  due  defer- 
rence  to  the  judgment  of  the  hiftorian  {p),  we  muft 
remark  that  he  commends  an  honefty  which  doth  not 
appear  to  have  exifted  {q). 

When  this  fubjed  fhatl  have  been  fubmitted  at 
large,  and  in  its  different  points  of  view,  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  reader,  he  will  be  enabled  the  more 
clearly  to  form  a  judgment.  On  us,  the  fentiments 
of  a  late  elegant,  and  difcerning  writer  (r)  make  a 
ilrong  impreflion )  and  we  muft  concur  with  his  opi- 
nion that  Raleigh,  whofe  fufferings,  during  a  fevere  im* 
prifonment,  had  reconciled  him  to  the  people,  judged  it 
politic,  in  order  to  increafe  thefe  favourable  difpod- 
tions,  on  which  he  built  the  hopes  of  recovering  his 
liberty,  to  circulate  a  report  that  he  had  found,  with- 
in the  empire  of  Guiana,  a  golden  mine,  which,  ac- 
cording to  his  reprefentation,  was  fufficient  not  only 
to  enrich  all  the  adventurers,  but  to  introduce  im- 
ijienfe  tre^f^r^s  within  (be  kingdom.    It  hath  been 

aflerted 

(p)  Mr.  Campbell. 

(q)  It  may  reafonaMy  be  aflced  whether  the  fentence  in 
the  commifiton  '*  whereas  divers  other  gentlemen,  his 
**  kinfmen,  and  friends,  with  feveral  captains,  and  com- 
**  manders  are  alfo  defirous  to  follow,  and  venture  their 
**  lives  with  him,  if  they  might  be  commanded  by  none,  but 
•*  himfelf,"  doth  not  imply  mat  the  ful)  power  was  given  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  chiefly  on  their  account;  and  render 
it  fomewhat  probable  that  if  they  had  not  made  this  condi- 
tion, he  would  not  have  been  appointed  the  chief  leader  in 
the  enterprize  ? 

(r)  Mr.  Hume.— Hiftory  of  England,  V.  6.   p.  93. 
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aflcrted  (/)   that  James  gave   little  credit    to  thefe 
mighty  promifes ;  both  becaufe  he  believed  that  no 
fuch  mine  as  the  one  defcribed  was  any  where  in  na- 
ture, and  becaufe  he  confidered  Raleigh  a  man  of 
defperate  fortunes,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was,  by  any  means, 
to  procure  his  freedom,  and  to  reinftate  himfelf  in 
credit,  and  authority.    The  freedom  which  he  ob- 
tained was  grounded  on  the  too  dilatory,  but  humane 
idea  that  his  punifliment  had  been  rigourous  to  an  ex- 
treme ;  and  the  permiffion  that  he  Ihould  engage  in 
this  romantic  enterprize,  appears  lefs  the  confequence 
of  an  inclination  to  oblige  Raleigh,  than  of  a  compli- 
ance with  the  wiihes  of  a  multitude  of  adventurers, 
who  exprefled  an  eagernefs  to  depart  immediately  for 
Guiana,  provided  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  ferve 
under  him  as  their  fole  commander  (/).    It  mufl  be  ob- 
ferved  that,  in  fpite  of  the  mod  preiling  felicitations, 
the  king  perfifted  in  his  refufal  to  grant  that  pardoii 
which  appeared  necefliiy  for  the  man,  who,  by  expli- 
cit terms  in  his  commiflion,  was  intruded  with  the  full 
power  of  padlng  fentence  of  death,  in  all  capital  cafes 
whatfoever,  on   thofe  of  his  aflbciates  who,  after  a 
fair  trial,  might  be  difcovered  to  have  tranfgreffed  the 
law.     But  the  king  afHrmed  that  he  could  not  yet  con- 
fide in  Raleigh,  and,  therefore,   led  he  fhould  wan- 
der from  the  declared  re£titude  of  his  intentions,  was 
determined  to  maintain  in  force,  and  hold  out,  as  a 
falutary  terror,  the  judgment  which  had  been  given 
againd  him  (u). 

Raleigh,  convinced  that  James  was  exceedingly  averfe 
from  the  commidion  of  hodilities,  by   his  fubje&s, 

againd. 

(s)  Idem. — Ibid. 

(/)  See  the  preceding  note  q  ;  and  alfo  Hume's  hiftory  of 
England,  V.  6.  p.  94. 
(u)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  V.  6.  p  94. 
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againft  the  Spaniards,  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  af- 
fured  that  monarch,  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  that  they 
had  not  eftablifhcd  a  fettlement  near  the  part  of  the 
coaft  which  was  contiguous  to  the  mine.  When 
Gondomar,  furprized  at  the  appearance  of  a  formida- 
ble armament,  exprefT^d  his  apprehenfions  that  fome 
blow  was  meditated  againfl:  the  territories  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  his  mafter,  Sir  Walter  dill  declared  that  attacks 
of  this  nature  were,  of  all  others,  the  moft  diftant  from 
his  intentions ;  and  James  threatened  to  take  the  for- 
feiture of  his  life,  if  he  fhould  dare,  by  any  a£t  of 
violence,  to  interrupt  the  peace  which  then  fublifted 
between  the  courts  of  London,  and  of  Madrid.  The 
ambalTador,  who  yet  fufpeded  that  the  operations  of 
the  fleet,  arid  troops,  were  to  be  tu'ned  againft  fome 
diftant  colony,  belonging  to  his  fovereign,  fent  advice 
to  Philip,  of  his  impending  danger;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  alarm,  all  the  Spanifli  fettlements,  but 
more  efpecially  thofe  fituated  along  the  coaft  of  Guia- 
na, were  powerfully  fortified,  and  dire&ed  to  prepare 
for  adion. 

The  entertaining,  and  inftru^ive  writer  (x),  of 
whofe  refearches  we  have  availed  ourfelves,  in  the 
preceding  paflage,  hath  pertinently  remarked  that  when 
the  courage^  and  avariqe  of  the  Spaniards,  and  Portu- 
guefe  had  discovered  fo  many  new  worlds,  they  Were 
refolved  to  (hew  themfelves  fuperior  to  the  barbarous 
Heathens  whom  they  invaded,  not  only  in  arts,  and 
arms,  but  alfo  in  the  juftice  of  the  quarrel.  They 
applied  to  Alexander,  the  (Ixth,  who  then  filled  the  papal 
chair ;  and  he  generoufly  beftowed  on  the  Spaniards, 
the  whole  weftern,  and,  on  the  Portuguefe,  the  whole 
eaftern  part  of  the  globe  He  adds  (with  equal  ihrewd- 
nefs,)  that  the  more  fcrupulous  proteftants  who  ac- 
knowledged 

(jf)  Mr.  Hume. 
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knowledged  not  the  authority  of  the  Roman  pontiff, 
eftabliihed  the  firft  difcovery  as  the  foundation  of  their 
title ;  and,  if  a  pirate,  or  fea-adventurer  of  their  na« 
tion  had  but  ere£ted  a  flick,  or  ftone,  on  the  coaft,  as  a 
memorial  of  his  taking  pofleflion,  they  concluded  the 
whole  continent  to  belong  to  them,  and  thought  them- 
felves  intitled  to  expel,  or  exterminate,  as  ufurpers,  the 
ancient  pofleflbrs,  or  inhabitants.  He  concludes  that 
it  was  in  this  manner  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  about 
twenty-three  years  before,  had  acquired  for  the  crown 
of  EnglaiUd,  a  claim  to  the  continent  of  Guiana,  a  re- 
gion as  large  as  the  half  of  Europe  ;  and  although  he 
had  immediately  left  the  coafl:,  yet  he  pretended  that  the 
Iplnglifh  title  to  the  whole  remained  certain,  and  inde- 
feazable.  But  it  happened,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the 
Spaniards,  either  not  knowing,  or  not  acknowledging 
this  imaginary  claim,  had  taken  pofleifion  of  a  part  of 
Guiana,  had  formed  a  fettlement  on  the  river  Oronoo- 
ko,  had  built  a  little  town,  called  Saint  Thomas,  and 
were  there  working  fome  mines  of  fmall  value. 

The  fleet,  equipped,  for  the  expedition  to  the  mine, 
at  the  joint  expence  of  Raleigh  (y),  and  his  friends, 
confided  of  the  Defliny,  which  was  built  under  his  own 
diredion.  This  fhip  mounted  thirty-fix  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  was  of  the  burthen  of  four  hundred,  and 
forty  tons.  On  board,  were  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  with 
the  rank  of  general,  and,  under  him,  as '  captain,  his 
ion,  exclufive  of  two  hundred  perfons(z),  whereof 
eighty  were  gentlemen  volunteers,  and  adventurers, 

the 


(jf)  In  fupport  of  this  enterprise,  he  had  embarked  his 
whole  fortune  ;  to  which  were  added  the  profits  arifing  from 
the  fale  of  an  eftate,  (at  Mitcham,)  until  then,  belonging  to 
lady  Raleigh,  who  refigned  it  to  her  hufband. 
.  (jt)  This  number  was  afterwards  increafed,^ 
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the  majority  of  whom  flood  in  the  fame  table  of  kin"* 
dred,  with  Sir  Walter.  To  the  Deftiny  was  added,  firft, 
the  Jafon,  equipped  in  the  port  of  London,  commanded 
by  John  Pennington,  with  the  rank  of  vice-admiral, 
having  on  board  eighty  men,  and  one  gentleman. 
This  vefTel  carried  twenty*five  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  was  of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred,  and  forty 
tons ;  fecondly,  the  Encounter,  (commanded  by  Ed- 
ward Haftings,)  mounting  feventeen  guns,  and  being 
of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred,  and  fixty  tons.  It 
mud  be  in  this  place,  obferved  that  the  captain  died, 
on  his  arrival  at  the  Indies,  and  was  fucceeded  by  an 
officer,  whofe  name  was  Whitney.  Thirdly,  the  Thunr 
der,  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred,  and  fifty  tons, 
and  commanded  by  ^r  Warham  Saintleger,  with  whom 
were  fix  gentlemen,  fixty  foldiers,  and  ten  landmen ; 
fourthly,  the  Flying-Joan,  of  the  burthen  of  one  hun- 
dred, and  twenty  tons,  carrying  fourteen  pieces  of 
ordnance,  and  having  on  board  twehty-five  men,  over 
whom  the  captain  was  John  Chidley  ;  fifthly,  the  South- 
ampton, of  the  burthen  of  eighty  tons,  having  fix 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  being  commanded  by  John  Bai- 
ley, whofe  crew  amounted  to  thirty-five  mariners,  ex- 
clufive  of  two  gentlemen ;  fixthly,  the  Page,  a.  pin- 
nace, of. the  burthen,  of  twenty-five  tons,  having  on 
board  eight  failorsj  who  were  commanded  by  captain 
James  Barker.  Previous  to  his  departure  from  the 
coaft  of  England,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  joined  by 
other  (hips,  in  confequence  of  which  reinforcement, 
his  whole  fleet  amounted  to  fourteen  fail.  Amongft 
thefe,  were  the  Conv^rtine,  commanded  by  captain  Key- 
mis;  the  Confidence,  uader  the  charge  of  captain  Wool- 
afton  ;  the  Flying-Hart,  a  ihallop,  commanded  by  Sir 
John  Fernc ;  two  fly-boats,  under  the  captains,  Sa- 
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muel  King,  and  Robert  Smith ;  and  two  caravels,  one  of 
which  was  named  the  Chudley  (a). 

With  a  part  of  this  fleet.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  failed 
from  the  Thames,  on  the  twenty*eighth  of  March,  in 
the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  feventeen  ^ 
but  was  afterwards  detained,  by  various  accidents,  at 
Plymouth,  until  the  month  of  July,  when  he  renewed 
his  couri'e,  and  was  next  compelled,  by  the  feverity  of 
the  weather,  to  take  refuge  within  the  port  of  Corke. 
In  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  .of  Auguft,  he   pro* 
ceeded  on  his  voyage,  and,  touching  at  the  Canaries 
{b),  obtained  a  fupply  of  neceflary  provifions.     From 
hence  he  failed  towards  Guiana,  and  arrived  there  at 
the  commencement  of  November.    He  was  received 
with  every  mark  of  fatisfadion  by  the  Indians,  who  not 
only  rendered  him  all  the  fervice  which  could  have 
been  expe£ked  from  them,  but  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
him  to  end  his  labours,  (by  fixing  his  refidence  within 
the  country),  and  to  aflume  the  reins  of  government  ; 
a  meafure  which  he  had  the  prudence  to  decline.   Pre- 
vented by  extreme  (icknefs  from  undertaking  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  mine,  in  perfon,  he  was  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  intruding  that  fervice  to  captain  Keymis. 
For  this  purpofe,  he,  on  the  fourth  of  December,  di- 
reded  that  five  fmall  fhips  fhould  fait  into  the  river 
Oronooko,  having  on  board  two  hundred,  and  fifty  men, 
divided  into  equal  companies,  of  which  the  firft  was 
commsinded  by  captain  Parker,  the  fecond,  by  cap- 
tain North,  the  third,  by  Mr.  Raleigh,  the  fourth  by 
captain  Prideaux,  and  the  fifth  by  captain  Chidley  (<■). 

Key- 

(a)  Oldys's  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  folio.— Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh's  Apology,  8vo.  1650.  p.  22,  26,  24. — Canip- 
bell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  90. 

(b)  September  6ih. 

(c)  Raleigh's  Apology,  p.  26.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  91. 
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Keymis,  who  was  appointed  to  condud  thenii  intended 
to  have  advanced  towards  the  mine,  with  a  guards 
confiding  only  of  feven  perfons  ;  but  Sir  Waher  dif- 
fuaded  him  from  his  purpofe,  in  a  letter,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy. 

"  Keymis  I  Whereas  you  were  refolved,  after  your 
"  arrival  into  the  Oronoque,  to  pafs  to  the  mine,  with 
"  my  coufin  Herbert,  and  fix  mu(keteers,  and,  to 
"  that  end,  havCydefired  to  have  Sir  John  Feme's  (hal- 
'*  lop,  I  do  not  allow  of  that  courfe  ;  becaufe  that  you 
*^  cannot  land  fo  fecretly,  but  that  fome  Indians,  on 
••  the  river-fide,  may  difcover  you,  who,  giving 
"  knowledge  thereof  to  the  Spaniards,  you  may  be 
*'  cut  off,  before  that  you  can  recover  your  boat.  I 
"  therefore,  advife  you  to  fuffer  the  captains,  and 
**  companies  of  the  EngliHi  to  pafs  up  Wcftward  to  the 
**  mountain  Aio,  from  whence  you  have  no  lefs  than 
*'  three  miles  to  the  mine,  and  to  encamp  between 
**  the  Spaniih  tpwn,  and  you,  if  there  be  any  town 
**  near  it,  that  being  fo  fecured,  you  may  makf? 
**  trial  what  depth,  and  breadth  the  mine  holds, 
**  and  whether,  or  no,  it  will  anfwer  our  hopes.  *  And 
if  you  find  it  royal,  and  the  Spaniards  begin  to  war 
iipon  you,  then  let  the  ferjeant-Tpajor  repel  them, 
"  if  it  he  in  his  power  and  drive  them  as  far  as  he 
**  can  ;'  but,  if  you  find  that  the  mine  is  not  fo  rich  as 
**  to  perfuade  t)ie  holding  of  it,  and  it  requires  a  fecond 
^*  fupply,  *  then  (hall  you  bring  a  Baiket,  or  two, 
**  to  fatisfy  his  majefty  that  my  defign  was  not  ima- 
**  ginary,  but  true,  although  not  anfwerable  to  his 
"  majefty's  expeftations,  for  the  quantity  of  which 
**  I  never  gave  aflurance,  nor  could.  On  the  other 
**  fide,  if  you  (hall  find  that  any  great '  number  of 
"  foldiers  are  newly  fent  into  the  Oronoque,  (as  the 
•*  Caflfique  of  Caliana)  told  us  there  were,  and  tha'  the 
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"  pafl*ages  are  already  enforced,  fo  as  without  a  mani- 
'*  fell  peril  of  my  fon,  yourfelf,  and  the  other  captains, 
**  you  cannot  pafs  towards  the  mine )  then  be  well  ad* 
*<  vifed  how  fan  land  ;  for  I  know  (a  few  gentlemen 
"  excepted,)  what  a  fcum  of  men  you  have ;  aild  I 
**  would  not  for  all  the  world  receive  a  blow  from  the 
"  Spaniards,  to  the  diihonour  of  the  nation*  I  myfelff 
'*  for  my  weaknefs,  cannot  be  prefent ;  neither  will  the 
"  company  land,  except  that  I  abide  by  the  ihips,  the 
"  galleons  of  Spain  being  daily  expeded.  Pifi[got,  the  fer* 
"  jeant-major  is  dead.  Sir  Warham  Saintleger,  my  lieu* 
"  tenant,  is  without  hopes  of  life ;  and  my  nephew, 
"  George  Raleigh,  your  feijeant-major,  is  now  but  a 
"  young  man.  It  is  therefore  on  your  judgment  that  I 
*<  rely,  when  I  truft,  God  will  dired  me  for  the  beft. 
'<  Let  me  hear  from  you  as  foon  as  you  can.  You  (hall 
*<  find  me  at  Punta  de  Gallo,  dead,  or  alive ;  and,  if 
**  you  find  not  my  (hips  there,  yet  there  you  (hall  find 
«  their  aihes ;  for  I  will  fire  with  the  galleons,  if  it 
<'  come  to  extremity ;  but  run  away,  I  (hall  never." 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  Keymis  landed,  during 
the  night  time,  with  his  men,  at  a  place  rather 
nearer  to  the  mine  than  the  fpot  which  he  had  fixed 
upon  at  firft.  The  Spaniards,  who  had  received  in- 
telligence of  their  deiigns,  began  the  attack  by  a  ge* 
neral  difcharge  of  artillery,  and  finall  arms.  The 
£ngli(h  returned  the  fire,  and,  at  once  repelled  and 
purfued  their  alTailants  into  the  town  of  Saint  Thomas, 
which  they  began  to  plunder.  Raleigh  (the  fon  of  Sir 
Walter,)  to  increafe  the  ardour  of  his  followers,  ex- 
claimed,. "  This  is  the  true  mine,  and  none  but  fools 
look  for  any  other.*'  Having  uttered  thefe  words,  he 
advanced  gallantly  upon  the  Spaniards,  killed  one  of 
their  captains,  and  was,  almoft  in  the  fame  tnoment, 
feverely  wounded  by  another.    As,  bearing  his  fword. 

Vol.  IV.  K  within 

{J)  Raleigh's  Apology,  p.  a6. 
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within  his  hand,  he  yet  prefled  forward,  Erinetta,  an 
officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  felled  him  to 
the  ground,  by  a  ftroke  with  a  muiket,  and  he  ex- 
pired on  the  fpot,  after  having,  in  feebltf^  accents,  pro-* 
nounced  a  prayer  for  the  forgivenefa  of  his  fins,  and  the 
profperity  of  the  enterprize  (*).  Not  intimidated  by 
this  unfortunate  event,  Keymis,  at  the  head  of  his  aflo- 
ciates,  continued  the  attack,  took  poiTeifion  of  the  town, 
and,  having  fecured  thofe  few  articles  of  value  which 
were  within  it,  reduced  the  buildings,  together  with  the 
forts,  intirely  to  ajfhes.  He  ne](t  proceeded  up  the  ri-« 
ver,  with  his  veflels,  but  unable  to  difcover  a  fufficient 
depth  of  water,  could  not  approach  within  a  mile  of  any< 
part  of  the  ihore,  which  was  contiguous  to  the  mine. 
VoUies  of  muiket-Hiot  were  fired  from  the  coverts  in  the 
neighbouring  woods,  by  the  Spaniih  troops,  at  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  Englilh,  who  were  thus  fruftrated  in 
their  laft,  but  ineffedual  attempt,  to  difembark.  It  hath 
been  obierved  (<r)  that  Raleigh  did  not  pretend  that  he- 
had  hinrfelf  feen  the  mine,  which  he  had  engaged  fo 
many  people  to  go  in  queft  of ;  but  declared  that  it 
was  Keymis  who  had  formerly  difcovered  it,  and  had 
brought  him  that  lump  of  oi^  which  promifed  fuch 
immenfe  treafuies.  Yet  Keymis,  who  confelTed  that 
he  was  within  two  hours  march  of  the  place,  did  not 
proceed  towards  it,^  abfurdly  pleading  in  his  vindica- 
tioHj  that  the  road  which  led  to  it  could  not  be  pafled, 
but  with  the  utmoll  difficulty ;  and  that,  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  his  having  difcovered  it,  he  mud  ftill  have 
been  at  a  lofs  for  men  to  work  it  (f). 

When 

(*)  Confidcring  the  injuftice  of  the  enterprize  this  prayer 
for  the  pardon,  and  the  continuance  of  crimes,  is  foniething 
worfe  than  ridiculous. 

(e)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England.  V.  6.  p.  96. 

If)  Hateigh,  in  a  letter,  addreiTed  to  his  wife,  and 
printed  in  h'u  remains  (p.  178.)  obferves  that  the  Spaniards 

had 
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When  Kcymis,  at  his  return,  delivered  to  Sir  Wal- 
ter, the  melancholy  tidings  of  the  death  of  youn^ 
Raleigh,  and  the  mifcarriagf  of  the  enterprize,  he 
cehfured  him  with  all  that  bitternefs  of  language, 
which  was  at  oiice  etpreflive  of  the  dnguifh  of  a  iTiind^ 
diftraded  by  vexation,  and  dbfpair.    He  reprefented 
him  as  the  Inftrument  of  his  inevitable  ruin,  and  dei 
clared  that  his  proceedings,  flagitious  to  an  extreme, 
had  wounded,  beyond  every  hope  of  recovery,  his' 
credit  with  the  kiiig.    Severely  ftung  by  thefe  merited 
reproaches,    and,  perhaps,  dreading^  the   puniihment 
of  his  mifcondud,  Keymis  retired  in  the  agonies  of 
defpair,  unnoticed  to   his  cabin,   from  whence    the 
crew,  foon  afterwards,  heard,  the  report   of  a  di^ 
charged  piftol.    A  boy  was  immediately  fentbyRa-* 
leigh  to  demand  the  occafjon  of  this  incident,  and 
Keymis  anfwere^  that  he  had  fired  merely  for  the  pur-> 
pofe  of  unloading,  and  adding  a  cleaner  charge.  When 
about  two  hours  had  elapfed,  his  fervant  entered,  and 
perdeived  the  dead  body  of  his  mafter,  weltering  in 
blood.    From  a  farther  examination,  it  appeared  that 
he  had,  at  nrft,  endeavoured  eflfedually  to  (hoot  hinif 
felf,  but  the  bullet,  which  was  fmali,  had,  in  its  di-^ 
rei^ion,  only  cracked  a  rib.    Refolved  that  the  nex^ 
wound  (hould  be  mortal  in  its  nature,  he  thruft  s^ 
knife  into  his  heart  {g). 

It  is,  here,  proper  that,  without  deviating  from  the 
impartiality,  fo  neceflary  in  hiftorical  difcuifions, 
we  flioul^  obferve  that  feveral  of  the  contemporaries  pf 
Raleigh  infmuated  that  the  fuicide,  which  had  been 
committed  by  Keymis,  was  in  confequence  of  the  agi-^ 

K  2  tations 

had  feveral  gol J,  and  filvtr  mines  near  the  town>  which 
were  ufelefs  for  want  of  negroes. 

(g)  Raleigh's  Apology,  p.  39. — HoweU's  Letters.*— 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  94. 
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tatiohs  of  a  guilty  mind,  rendered  infupportable  by: 
the  reflexion  that  having  perdfted  in  advancing  the 
mod  abominable  falfitifes,  with  regard  to  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  treafures  in  Guiana,  he  had  impofed  on 
the  credulity,  and  fatally  diminiflied,  whilft  he  ihould 
have  encreafed  the  fortunes  of  his  aflbciates.  From 
this  fuggeftion.  Sir  Walter  hath  diflented,  and,  af- 
cribing  the  death  of  Keymis,  intirely  to  his  own  po- 
(itive,  and  ungovernable  temper,  remarked  that 
"  He  would  not  have  laid'  violent  hands  upon  himfelf 
'*  for  the  opinion  of  any  man ;.  nor,  when  he  did* 
'*  could  he  have  faid  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  place, 
"  and  knew  of  no  fuch  mine  ;  for  what  caufe  had  I 
"  (Raleigh,)  then  to  have  rejeded  his  excufes,  or  to 
"  have  laid  his  obftinacy  to  his  charge.  Several  cap- 
<*  tains  might  be  put  to  their  oaths,  whether,  or  no,, 
«  Keymis  did  not  confefs  to  them,  coming  down  the 
'*  river,  at  a  place  where  they  caft  anchor,  that  he 
«  could,  from  thence,  have  gon^  to  the  mine,  ia 
"  two  hours  (^),'*  . 

We  now  enter  on  the  relation  of  thole  Incident» 
which  were  preceded  by  the  death  of  Keymis.  The 
majority  of  the  adventurers  exclaimed  that  they  had 
been  duped  by  the  artifices  of  Sir  Walter;  they  de- 
clared, in  pointed  t^rms,  that  they  could  not  imagine 
that  he  himfelf,  notwithftanding  his  afTertions,  had  ever 
given  credit  to  the  exiftence  of  a  mine ;  they  openly 
exprefled  their  opinion,  that  he  had  refolved,  during 
the  earlieft  preparations  for  the  voyage,  to  dired  his 
whole  force  againft  the  Spanilh  fettlements  at  Saint 
Thomas ;  and  that  from  thence,  if  the  martial  ardour 
of  his  aflfociates  had  been  excited  by  fuccefs,  and  the 
plunder  which  attends  it,  he  would  have  proceeded  to 

the 

(h)  Raleigh's  Apology,  p.  40. — Oldys's  Life  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh.  Folio,  p.  107,  108. 
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the  at^ick  of  every  town  upon  the  continent  of 
Ouiana,  They,  now,  fuppofed  that,  rendered  defpc-. 
rate  by  reflexions  on  the  punifhmecU  which  might 
await  him,  fliould  he  return  to  England,  without  a  fum 
fiifficient  for  the  purchafe  of  his  pardon,  he  would  en- 
gage in  enterprises,  at  once  daring,  and  unjuftifiable ; 
and  that  if,  at  lengthy  the  produce  of  his  depre- 
dations fhould  prove  ii^adequate  to  the  completion  of 
his  views  within  his  own  country,  he  might  retreat 
to  foreign  dimes,  and  iccurc  a  Shelter  from  the  re- 
fentment  of  his  fovereign.  It  hath  been  remarked 
that  the  aflbciates  of  Raleigh,  already  difappointed  ia 
the  hopes  of  gratifying  their  avarice^  during  the  fack- 
age  of  Saint  Thomas,  a  town  in  which  no  articles  of 
value  could  be  difcovered,  had  loft  the  inclination  to 
purfue  hoftilities,  where  even  viSory  miift  be  fmiu 
left.  They  were  not  ignorant  that  many  circumftaoces 
exifted  in  the  treaty,  and  late  tranfadions  between 
the  two  nations,  which  might  invite  them  to  enT 
gage  in  fuch  a  piratical  war  againft  the  Spaniards  (i)^ 

K  3  bift 

(f)  Mr.  Hume  bbferves  that  when  England  made  peace 
with  Spain,  the,  example  of  Henry  the  fourth,  was  imi- 
tated, who,  at  the  treaty  of  Vervins,  finding  a  difficulty 
in  adjufling  all  queilions,  with  regard  to  the  Indian  trade, 
had  agreed  to  pals  Over  that  article  in  total  filence.  The 
Spaniards  having,  all  along,  publi/hed  fevere  edidts  again^ 
the  intercourfe  of  any  European  nation  with  their  colonies, 
interpreted  this  filence,  in  their  own  fovour,  and  confidered 
It  as  a  tacit  acquiefcence  of  England  in  the  eflabliihed  laws 
of  Spain.  The  Englifh,  on  the  contrary,  pretended  that 
as  they  had  never  been  excluded,  by  any  treaty,  from 
commerce  with  any  part  of  the  king  of  Spain's  dominions, 
it  was  flill  as  lawful  for  them  to  trade  with  his  fettlements, 
in  either  Indies,  as  with  his  European  territories,  in 
confequence  of  this  ambiguity,  many  adventurers  from 
England  failed  to  the  Spanilh  Indies,  and  met  with  feverf 
punifhment,  when  catcned  ;  as  they,  on  the  other  hand, 
often  flole,  and,  when  fuperior  in  power,  forced  a  trade 

5vith 
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but  they  dedned  it  hkt  to  hituth  t6  Eiigliiiidi  \vht^ 
iticy  fefledfed  that  hoyrfoeiner  their  inhartial  prooeediiigs 
might  hkve  bec^  toniiiVed  ti^  hiid  they  co^op^at^d 
"^ith  a  llfcet  adiiig  under  th^  royal  coifh^iifion,  y^f  Hi 
private  ^dvciittlrers,  thfey  '^erfe  "alriAfenable  to  piitlifh^ 
ihent.  To  fail  honiewatds  iKras  the  general  determina->> 
tlon  ;  arid  R^ieighi  more  like  'il'l^ii^ner,  than  a  cdrh* 
itiandfer  in  chief,  arrived  with  his  IMky  veflels^  firft 
^tKiiigfale,  in  Ireland,  artdn^t^^  PFymouth  j[*).  •" 
Scarcely  hiid  he  reached  th<i  fbrmer  place,  when  a 
|>irb.cki!ifi^tioin Aitras  ifibed^  d^cl^ringi  in  fevere  t^ms, 
chat  the  King  had  felt  the  htgheft  difpleafure  stt  his 
condud,  and  r^uiHng  all  fach  ^s  ix^ere  acquainted 
tvith  iny  piirti^uUrs  relative  either  to  his  ffrtchtioii,  6r 
hi?  pradites,  to  sittend,  and  deliVei-  then-  iiifottriatioh^ 
before  th^  c6uncil(/).  At  the  commertcement  of 
the  mbnth  of  July,  Sir  Walter  Rakigh  landed  at  Ply- 
mouthy  and,  hearing  of  the  proelaitmtton,  detei'min^ 
la  furi'ender.  A  cdnfideratioh  of  the  preearidu^  (htte 
bf  heahh  utider  which  he  hkd,  for  (bme'  tiihe  lanr^ 
gUiihed,  induced  him  to  draw  up  in  writing,  an  apo- 
logy that  he  defpaired  of  being  able  to  prefent  ih  per- 
Ibik.  As  it  is  our  anxious  wi(h  (tiotWithftan  jihg  that 
We  may  be  influenced  by  argufhents  which  appear  to 
'fruilrate  an  attempt  sto  exculpate  this  celebrated  adr 
venturer)  to  bring  forward  every  reafpn,  that  can  be 
iirged  in  his  defjence,  we  think  it  necefTary  to  intro- 
duce 


with  the  inbftbitajDtit,  and  re^fted,  nay^  fometimes  plun- 
dered the  Sptniih  governorfe.  Violences  of  this  nature, 
which  had  been  carried  to  a  great  heighth  on  both  iides,  it 
:  was  agreed  to  bury  in  total  oblivion,  becaufe  of  the  dif- 
ficulty which  was  found  in  remedying  them  updh  any  fixed 
.principles. 

(k)  Raleigh's  Apology  ;  and  king  James's  declaration;. 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  94. 

(/)  Rymer's  Fadera,  V.  17.  p.  92. 
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duce  an    important  quotation    from   ht&   owii    re- 
marks (m). 

^  Becaufe  I  know  not  whether  I  ihall  Kve  to  come 
**  before  the  k>rd«,  I  have,  for  his  majefty's  fatisfac- 
**  tion,  here  fet  down  as  much  as  I  can  fay,  either  for 
'*  my  own  defence,  or  againft  myfelf^  as  things  are 
"  now  (conftrufted.")      - 

(*'  It  is  true  that  although  I  acquainted  h\s  majef- 
"  ty  with  my  intent  to  land  in  Guiana,  yet  I  never 
'*  made  it  known)  to  his  majefty  that  the  Spaniards 
"  had  (any  footing  there ;)  neither  had  I  any  autho- 
'<  rity,  but  my  patent,  to  remove  them  (from  theace) 
**  — ^And  therefore,  his  majefty  had  no  intereft  in  the 
"  attempt  of  Saint  Thomas,  (by  any  fore-)  knowledge 
"  thereof,  in  his  majefty." 

"  But,  kiiowing  hts  majefty's  title  to  the  country, 
"  to  be  the  heft,  and  moft  Chriftian,  (becaufe)  the  na- 
"  tural  lords  did  moft  willingly  acknowledge  queen 
^  Elizabeth  to  be  their  fovereign,  (who  by)  me,  pro- 
**  mifed  to  defend  them  from  the  Spaniih  cruelty,  I 
*'  made  no  doubt  that  (I  might)  enter  the  faid  land, 
**  by  force,  feeing  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  other 
"  title,  but  force^  the  pope's  donation  excepted ; 
''  and  confiderii^  alfo  that  they  got  a  poffeflion  there, 
«  divers  years  fince  my  poflelTion  taken  for  the  crown 
"'  of  England.  For,  were  not  Guiana  his  majefty's, 
**  then  might  I  as  well  have  been  queftioned  for  a  thief, 
**  for  taking  of  gold  out  of  the  king  of  Spain's  mines, 
"  as  the  Spaniards  do  now  call  me  a  peace-breaker. 
**  For,  from  any  territory  confeflfed  to  be  the  king  of 

K4  ''Spain's, 
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jgy  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  ApoWy,  MS.  in  Bibl.  Cotton. 
vWW.  1 17.  ult.  The  pafTaees  inclofed  within  Parenthefes 
were  defaced  in  the  rtiamiicript,  and  are  reftored  from  a 
printed  copy.  ' 
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**  Spain's,  it  is  no  more  lawful  to  take  gold,  than  laW" 
"  ful  for  the  Spaniards  to  take  tin  out  of  Cornwall." 

<*  Now,  were  this  pofleffion  of  theirs  a  fufficient  bar 
*'  to  his  majefty*s  right,  the  kings  of  Spain  might  as 
**  well  call  themfelves  dukes  of  Britain,  becaufe  they 
'*  held  Bluetts,  and  fortified  there ;  and  kings  of  Ire- 
"  land,  becaufe  they  poflefled  Smerwick,  and  fortified 
*'  there ;  and  fo  in  other  places.*' 

**  That  his  majefty  was  well  refolved  of  his  right 
*'  there,  I  make  no  doubt,  becaufe  the  Engliih,  both 
"  under  Mr.  Charles  Leigh,  and  Mr.  Harcourt,  had 
"  leave  to  plant,  and  inhabit  the  country." 

"  Thus,  Oronoque  itfelf  had  long  ere  this  had  five 
*'  thoufand  Engliih  in  it,  I  aflure  myfelf,  had  not  my 
**  employment  at  Cadiz,  the  next  year  after  my  re* 
"  turn  from  Guiana,  and,  after  that,  our  journey  to  tbr 
*'  Iflands,  hindered  me,  for  almoft  two  years ;  after 
**  which,  Tyr-Oen's  rebellion  made  her  majefty  unwil- 
"  ling  that  any  great  numbers  of  (hips,  or  men,  fliould 
"  be  taken  out  of  England,  until  that  rebellion  were 
*'  ended.  And,  laftly,  her  majefty's  death,  and  my 
"  long  imprifonment  gave  time  to  the  Spaniards  to 
*'  fet  up  a  town  of  (licks,  covered  with  leaves  of 
**  trees,  upon  the  banks  of  Oronoque,  which  they 
**  called  Saint  Thomas,  but  they  have  neither  reconcile 
*'  ed,  nor  conquered  any  of  the  Caciques,  or  natural 
*'  lords  of  the  country,  which  Caciques  are  (till  in 
"  arms  againft  them,  as  by  the  governour's  letter  to 
*'  the  king  of  Spain  may  appear." 

*'  That  by  landing  in  Guiana,  there  can  be  any 
*'  breach  of  peace,  I  think  it,  under  favour,  impoiTi- 
<*  ble  to  break  peace,  where  there  is  no  peace.  It 
••  cannot  be."  *  ^ 

**  That  the  Spaniards  give  us  no  peace  there^l(pkh 
f  appear  by  the  king's   letters    to  his   governours, 
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**  that  they  (hall  put  to  death  all  thofe  Spaniards,  and 
"  Indians  that  trade  con  los  Englefes  Enimigos*  with 
"  Engliih  enemies.    Yea,  thofe  very  SpVtniards  which 
"  we  encountered  at  Saint  Thomas's,  did,  of  late  years, 
"  murder  (ix  and  thirty  of  Mr.  Hall's  men,  of  London, 
"  and  mine,  who  landed  without  weapons,  upon  the 
'*  Spanifli  faith,  to  trade  with  them.    Mr.  Thorn,  alfo, 
"  of  Tower-ftreet,   in  London,  befides  many    other 
'*  Engli(h,  were,  in  that  fort,  murdered,  the  year  be- 
**  fore  my  delivery  out  of  the  tower.— (Now,  if  this  kind 
"  of  trade    be  peaceable,  there  is  then  a  peaceable 
"  trade  in  the  Indies,  between  us,  and  the  Spaniards ; 
"  but,  if  this  be  cruel  war,  and  hatred,  and  no  peace, 
"  then  there  is   no  peace    broken  by  our  attempt. 
"  Again,  how  doth  it  (land  with  the  greatnefs  of  the 
''  king  of  Spain,  firft  to  call  us  enemies,  when  he  did 
**  hope  to  cut  us  in  pieces  ;  and  then,  having  failed,  to 
**  call  us  peace-breakers ;)  for  to.  be  (an  enemy,  and 
«  peace-breaker  in  one,  &nd  the  fame)  aSion  is  im- 
"  poifible.    But  the  king  of  Spain,  in  his  letter  to  the 
**  governour  of  Guiana  dated  at  Madrid,  the  nine,  and 
<<  twentieth  of  March,  before  we  left  the  Thames/called 
"  us  Englefes  Enemigos,  (English  enemies.") 

"  Had  it  pleafed  the  king  of  Spain  to  have  written 
"  to  his  majefty,  in  feventeen  months  time  (»),  for  we 
"  were  fo  long  in  preparing,  and  have  made  his  majef- 
"  ty  know  that  our  landing  in  Guiana  would  draw  af- 
*'  ter  it  a  breach  of  peace,  I  prefume  to  think  his  ma- 
**  jefty  would  have  (layed  our  enterprise,  for  the  pre- 
**  fent.  This  he  might  have  done,  with  lefs  charges 
"  than  to  levy  three  hundred  foldiers,  and  to  tranfport 
"  ten  pieces  of  ordnance,  from  Puerto  Ricco,  which 
foldiers,  added  to  the  garrifon  of  Saint  Thomas,  had 
they  arrived  before  our  coming,  had  overthrown  all 

**  our 

(n)  In  the  printed  copy,  mention  is  only  made  of  feven 
months. 
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'*  our  raw  companies.    And  there  would  have  followed 
"  no  complaint." 

**  For  the  main  point  of  landing  near  Saint  Thomas, 
«*  it  is  true  that  we  were  <yf  opinion  that  we  tnuft  have 
•*  driven  the  Spaniards  out  of  their  town,  before  we 
<<  could  pafs  rhe  thick  woods,  upon  the  mountain  of 
**  the  mine,  which,  I  confefs,  I  did  firft  refolve  upon  ; 
••  but  better  bethinking  myfelf,  I  referred  the  taking 
'*  of  the  town  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  mine,  which  if 
•*  they  found  to  be  fo  rich  as  it  might  perfuade  the 
**  leaving  of  a  garrifon  there,  then  to  drite  the  Spani- 
**  aids  thence  ;  but  to  have  it  burnt,  was  never  my  in- 
"  tent,  neither  could  they  give  me  any  reafon  why 

"they  did  it."  '    '  L       "    '       ' 

*<  Upon  the  return,  I  examined  the  tcrjcant-major, 
^*  and  Keymis,  why  they  fotfewed  not  my  laft  direc- 
**  tions  for  the  trial  of  the  mine,  before  the  taking  of 
**  the  town.  And  they  anfwered  me  that  althotigh 
**  they  durft  hardly  go  to  the  mine,  leaving  a  garri- 
**  fon  of  Spaniards,  between  them,  and  their  boats,  yet 
«*  they  faid  they  followed  thofe  latter  direftions  (o),  and 
**  did  land  between  the  town,  and  the  mine  ;  and  that 
*'  the  Spaniards,  without  any  manner  of  parley,  fet 
*'  upon  them,  unawares,  and  charged  them,  calling 
*«  ihem  Pcros  Engleies,  (or  Englilh  Dogs,)  and,  by  ikir- 
*'  mtfhing  with  them,  drew  them  on  to  the  very  cn- 
**  trance  of  the  town,  before  they  knew  where  they 
**  Were,  fo  as  if  any  peace  had  been  in  thofe  parts,  the 
*<  Spaniards  firft  broke  the  peace,  and  made  the  firft 
^*  flaughter ;  for,  as  the  Englifh  could  not  but  hnd  to 
<*  feek  the  mine,  being  come  thither  to  that  end,  Co 
^*  being  firft  reviled,  and  chiarged  by  the  Spaniards, 
•*  they  could  do  no  lefs  than  repel  force,  by  force." 

Laftly, 


« 


(o)  In  the  printed,  letter,  the  words  are 
**  fended  thofe  latter  direfljons." 
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**  Laftly,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  confequence,  to 
^acknowledge  we  have  offended  the  king  of  Spain,  by 
,'*  landing  in  Gtiiana.** 

'"**  For,  firft,  it  weakens  his  majefty's  title  to  the 
***  country,  or  quits  it," 

<*  Secondly,  there  is  no  king  that  hath  given  the 
*■*.  leaft  way  to  any  other  king,  or  ftate,  in  the  traffic 
**  of  the  lives,  and  goods  of  his  fubjeC^s,  to  wit,  as 
*'  in  our  cafe,  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Spaniards 
^*  to  murder  us,  either  by  force,  or  reafon,  and  not 
**  hie' lawful  for  us  to  defend  ourfelves,  and  pay  them 
**  yrith  their  own  coin  ;  for  this  fuperiority,  and  infe- 
'**  riority,  is  a  thing  which  no  abfolute  monarch  ever 
*^  yieWed  to,  or  ever  win."* 

•*'irhirdly,  it  ihews  the  Engli^  bear  greater  refpeft 
**  to  the  Spaniard,  and  are  time  doubtful  of  his  forces, 
"than  either  the  French,  or  Dutch  are,  who  daily  in- 
**'  vade  all  parts  of  the  Indies,  without  being  queftioned 
'*  at  their— Return,  yea,  at  (rtiy  own  being)  at  Ply- 
**  moiith,  a  treacherous  gentleman,  called  Flory,  went 
'^thence  with  four  fail,  (and  three  hundred  landmen,) 
^^  wt^h  commiition  to  land,  burn,   and  to    fack    all 
**  places  in  the  Indies,  (that  he  could)  mailer,  and  y^t 
•*  hath  the  French  king  married  a  daughter  of  Spain." 
' ,   *^  This  is  all  that  1  can  fay,  other  than  that  I  have 
**  fpeijt'my  poor  eftate,  loll  (my  fon,)  and  my  health, 
"  ahd  endured  as  miarty  forts  of  miferies,  as  ever  man 
**  did,  iri  (hope  to)  do  his  majelly  (acceptable)  fer- 
*•  ^ice,  attd  have  not,  to  my  underftanding,  commit- 
**  ted  "iany  hoftile  aSk,  other  than  the  entrance  upon  a 
**  tetHtory  belonging  (rightly)  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
<*  land,  where  the  Engtifh  were  firft  fct  upon,  and  flain 
^•*  by  the  ufurping   Spaniards.     (I  invaded  no  other 
^**  parts  of  the  Indies,  pretended  to  by  the  Spaniards).*' 
**  I  returned  into  England,  with  the  manifeft  peril  of 
"  my  life;  with  a  purpofe  not   to  hold  my  life  by 

**any 
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"  any  other  aft,  than  his  majefty's  grace,  and  from 
**  which  no  man,  nor  any  peril  could  difluade  me..  To 
<*  that  grace,  goodnefs,  and  kingliner^^  I  refer  myfelf, 
**  which  if  it  (hall  find  that  I  have  not  yet  txxntjtA 
**  enough,  it  may,  if  it  pleafe,.add  more  afflidibns  t? 
•*  the  remainder  of  a  wretched  life.'* 

As  it  is  clofely  conneded  with  the  preceding  yindi.- 
cation,  we  (hall  fubmit  to  the  notice  of  the  reader,  the 
following  copy  of  a  letter,  which  was  written  by  Sjr 
Walter  Raleigh^  and  conveyed  to  xbe  king,  previous  (p 
the  departure  of  count  Gondomar,  the  SpanUh  ^mbaC- 
fiidor,  from  the  court  of  London. 
*'  May  it  pleafe  your  mo(^  excellent  majeily  t,  If» 
^*  in  my  journey  outward-bound^  1  had  my  men  tnur- 
**  dered  at  the  iflands,  and  yet  fpared  to  take  rev^iige  ( 

if  I  did  difcharge  fomtSpanilh  barks  taken,  without 
<*  fpoil ;  if  I  did  forbear  all  parts  of  the  Spanilh  Indies, 
**  wherein  I  nlight  have  tak^n  twenty  of  their  towqi}, 
'<  on  the  fea-coafts,  and  did  only  follow  the  cnteK- 
"  prize  I  undertook  for  Guiana,  where,  without  any 
**  diredions  from  me,  a  Spanifh  village  was  burnt, 
"which  was  new  fet  up  within  three  miles  of  the 
**  mine  ;  by  your  majefty's  favour,  I  find  no  reafon 
**  why  the  Spanifh  ambafTador  (hould  complain  of  ime/* 

"  If  it  were  lawful  for  the  Spaniards  to  murder 
<*  twenty-fix  Englilhmen,  tyiqg  them  back  to  bacil^, 
"  and  then  cutting  their  throats,  wjjien  they  had  traded 
*<  with  them  a  whole  month,  and  came  tp  them  on  the 
'*  land,  without  fo  much  as  pne  fword ;  and  it  ^nay 
<*  not  be  lawful  fpr  your  majelly*s  fubjeds,  being 
«*  charged  firft  ty  them,  to  repel  force,  by  force,  we 
"  may  juftly  f»y,  OmiferableEnglifli!  ^> 

**  If  Parker,  and  Meacham  took  Campeachy,  and 
**  other  places,  in  the  Honduras,  feated  in  the  h^art  of 
"the  Spani(h-Indies*,  burned  towns,  and  killtd.the 
'<  Spaniards,  and  had  nothing  faid  unto  th?m,  at  their 
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''  return  ;  and  myfelf,  who  forbore  to  look  into  the 
"  Indies,  becaufe  I  would  not  offend,  mud  be  accufed^ 
'*  I  may  as  juftly  fay,  O  miferable  Raleigh  V* 

"  If  I  have  fpent  my  podr  eftate,  loft  my  fon,  fuf- 
'*  fered  by  ficknefs,  and  otherwife,  a  world  of  hard- 
«  (hips  ;  if  I  have  refifted,  with  manifeft  hazard  of  my 
"  life,  the  robberies,  and  fpoils  with  which  my 
"  companions  would  have  made  me  rich  ;  if,  when  I 
"  was  poor,  I  could  have  made  myfelf  rich ;  if,  when  I 
"  could  have  gotten  my  liberty,  which  all  men,  and 
nature  itfelf  do  To  much  prize,  I  voluntarily  loft  it ; 
if,  when  I  was  fure  of  my  life,  I  rendered  it  again ; 
if  I  might  elfewhere  have  fold  my  fliip,  and  goods, 
and  put  five,  or  fix  thoufand  pounds  in  my  purfe  ; 
and  yet  brought  her  into  England  ;  I  befeech  your 
majefty  to  believe  that  all  this  I  have  done,  becaufe 
it  (hould  'Viot  be  faid  that  your  majefty  had  given  li- 
berty, and  truft  to  a  man,  whofe  end  was  but  the 
recovery  of  his  liberty,  and  who  had  betrayed  your 
**  majefty's  truft." 

**  My  mutineers  told  me  that  if  I  returned  for  Eng- 
"  landy  I  fhould  be  undone  ;  but  I  believed  in  your 
*'  majefty's  goodnefs,  more  than  in  all  their  argu- 
*'  ments.  Sure,  I  am  the  firft  that  being  free,  and  able 
'*  to  enrich  myfelf,  yet  hath  embraced  poverty,  and 
'*  peril ;  and  as  fure  I  am  that  my  example  fhall  make 
"  me  the  laft.  But  your  majefty's  wifdom,  and  good- 
**  nefs,  I  have  made  my  judges,  who  have  ever  been, 
<*  and  fhall  ever  be,  your  majefty's  moft  humble  vaf- 
««fal.  Waller  Raleigh  (/.)." 

Whiift  this  illuftrious,  but  unfortunate  adventurer, 
was  proceeding  on  the  road  to  London,  his  kinfman, 
\?i  Sir 
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Sir  Lewis  Stucley,  the  vice-admiral  of  Devonfhire,  in^ 
tcrcepted  him  ;  and,  having  made  mention  of  a  verbal 
commiflion  from  the  fecretary  of  (late,  for  the  feizure 
of  his  perfon,  advifed  him  to  return  to  Plymouth.  This 
abandoned  creature  of  the  court,  who  had  pledged, 
himfelf  for  the  execution  of  his  orders,  at  firft  encou^ 
raged  Raleigh  to  concert  fuch  meafures  as  might  facili** 
tate  his  efcape  ;  and,  next,  betrayed  him.  It  was  now 
infinuated  that  he  had  not  only  determined  to  withdraw 
immediately  into  France,  but  aSually  commenced  an 
unjuilifiable  correfpondcnce  with  the  fovereign  of  that 
nation  ;  yet,  if  we  can  truft  to  his  profefllons  on  the 
fcaffbldy  his  Ible  defign  was  to  have  returned  to  Guiana„ 
for  the  purpofe  of  effacing,  by  happier  enterprizes,  the 
remembrance  of  his  late  mifcarriages  (q).  Mr.  Camp- 
bell  (after  having  premlfed  that,  on  his  fecond  appre- 
heniion,  he  was  conducted  to  the  tower,  from  whence^ 
it  was  already  fettled  that  he  fliould  never  be  releafedj^ 
except  by  death,)  adds  that  it  was  the  earneftnefs  of 
the  Spanifli  court  thrown  into  adion  by  their  inftru- 
ment,  count  Gondomar,  that  gave  rife  to  the  unrelent- 
ing feverity  with  which  James,  and  the  members  of  his 
privy  council  purfued  the  life  of  Raleigh.  He  re- 
marks that  a  cool,  and  a  ftrid  difcuflion  of  this  impor- 
tant point,  muft  fugffeft  to  us  that  the  violent  clamours 
of  the  Spaniards  afford  the  ftrongeft  proofs  in  favour  of 
the  enterprize  undertaken  by  Sir  Walter  ;  fince,  if  the 

pofleflion 

(q)  Captain  Samuel  King's  Narrative  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh's motives,  and  opportunities  for  conveying  him&lf 
out  of  the  kingdom.  With  the  manner  how  he  was  be- 
trayed. MS.  two  flieets,  folio.  i6i8.  p.  a. — Siucley's 
petition,  and  information  touching  his  own  behaviour  in 
the  charge  of  bringing  up  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  4to.  1618. 
— Camden's  annals  of  king  James.  A.  D.  i6i8. — Camp- 
bell's Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  95. 
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poflfeflion  of  Guiana  had  been  of  little  confequence, 
they  mud  have  obferved  with  more  indifference  the 
preparations  of  the  Englifli  to  invade  it.  He  aiks  why 
Raleigh,  if  confidered  as  a  projedor  who  fought  to  re- 
pair his  broken  fortunes,  by  fraudulently  impofing  on 
the  credulity  of  others,  was  not  fuffered  to  remain  un- 
noticed ?  He  fubjoins  that  the  more  expeditions  he 
made,  the  more  glaring  would  appear  his  folly ;  and 
the  greater  advantage  muft  the  Spaniards  have  reaped 
from  that  appearance,  becaufe  it  would  have  difcounte- 
nanced  all  fucceeding  enterprizes  of  this  nature  ;  but, 
by  thus  contriving  to  murder  him,  they  muft,  in  the 
opinion  of  every  impartial  judge,  have  raifed  the  cre- 
dit of  his  projed,  although,  during  that  period,  they 
might  have  deterred  the  generality  of  adventurers 
from  an  attempt  to  carry  it  into  execution.  He  con- 
cludes by  affirming  that  what  the  friends  of  Sir  Walter 
received  upon  belief,  the  Spaniards  were  convinced  of; 
that  the  former  confided  in  him ;  but  that  the  latter 
were  as  pofitive  as  himfelf ;  becaufe  they  knew,  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  empire  of  Guiana  abounded  in  gold, 
and  that  from  the  inoment  of  its  fubjedion  to. the 
crown  of  England,  the  Dominion  of  the  Spaniards 
within  the  Weft-Indies  muft  be  totally  annihilated  (r). 

When 


(r)  Mr.  Campbell  (wbofe  ar^ments  it  were  illiberal  to 
fupprefs,  as  they  were  written  with  a  view  to  vindicate  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Walter  Raleish)  hath  clofed  the  remark 
with  the  following  note  :  "  This  I  have  great  reafon  to 
"•fay,  having  confulted  many  of  the  Spanish  authors,  whild 
«•  I  was  compofing  the  ftiort  *  Hiftorv  of  SpaniHi  America.' 
"  Francis  Coreal,  one  of  the  beft,  and  lateft  Spaniih  travel- 
**  lers,  acknowledges  the  country  to  be  very  rich  ;  and,  in 
"  the  map  printed  with  his  travels,  the  place  is  marked 
"  where  the  lake  of  Parima,  and  the  city  of  Manoa  are 
^  iVppofed  to  be  s   and,  in  the  French  tranilation,  printed 
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When  the  privy-council  had  clofcd  their  examina- 
tion  of  Raleigh,  and  his  aflbciates,  they  delivered  it  as 
their  opinion  that  thofe  ideas  which  had  been  conceived 
of  the  criminality  of  his  intentions,  were  now  to  be  re- 
garded as  juftly  grounded  }  that  he  had  deceived  his  fo- 
vereign  by  plaufible,  and  falfe  defcriptions  of  the  na- 
ture of  his  enterprize  ;  that  he  had  engaged  in  the  com- 
miflion  of  the  moft  violent  hoftilities  againft  the  fub- 
jeds  of  a  power  at  peace  with  England  ;  and  that  he 
had  plundered,  and  reduced  to  afhes  a  town  belonging 
to  the  king  of  Spain.     In  confequence  of  his  guilt, 
whether  reprefented  as  a  breach  of  orders,  or  an  ad 
of  piracy,  he  might  have  become  amenable  either  to  a 
court-martial,  or  to  a  trial  at  common  law ;  but  it 
was  deemed  an  eftabliflied  principle  that,  as  he  lay  un- 
der an  adual  attainder  for  high-treafon,  he  could  not 
be  brought  to  trial,  for  any  other  crime  (/).    It  was, 
therefore,  refolved  to  call  him  down  to  judgment,  upon 
his  former  fentence,  and  this  was  accordingly  effeSed, 
with  every  circumftance  of  brutality,  and  infult.    On 
Wednefday,  the  twenty-eighth  of  O^ober,  in  the  year, 
one  thoufand,    fix  hundred,   and    eighteen,  he  was 
awakened,  during  the  violence  of  a  fever,  dragged 
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**  at  Amfterdam,  in  th^  year,  one  thoufand,  feven  hundred, 
*•  and  twenly-two,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  voyage  to  Gui- 
^  ana,  is  added  as  a  necefTary  fupplemenr.  Alfo,  in  San- 
**  fon's  map,  the  lake  of  Parima,  and  the  city  of  Manoa 
**  are  both  vilible  ;  fo  that  if  what  is  reported  of  them  be 
'*  fabulous,  yet  the  opinion  is  not  hitherto  exploded.  In 
*'  fome  of  De  Lifle's  maps,  they  are  mentioned  ;  for  I  have 
**  confulted  feveral  }  and  what  is  more,  there  are  feveral 
"  mines  marked  in  this  country,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
*'  are  ftill  fuipicioufly  careful." 

(s)  See  the  point  difcufled  at  large,  in  Bacon's  letters, 
publiilied  by  doflor  Birch,  p.  iSi. — Hume's  Hiftory  of 
England,  V.  6.  p.  98.  . 
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from  his  bed,  and  conveyed  inftantly  to  tht  court  of 
King's  Bench,  at  Weftminfter.     Here,  when  the  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus  had  been  delivered  to  the  judges,  by 
Sir  Walter  Apfley,  and  when  the  convidion  of  Raleigh^, 
at  Winchefter,  had  been  read,  Mr.  Henry  Yelverton^ 
the  attorney-general,  fet  forth  that  "  the  prifoner  hav- 
ing been  fifteen  years  fince,  convided  of  high-treaibn^ 
and  having,  then,  received  the  judgment  of  deaths 
his  majefty,  of  his  abundant  grace,  hath  been  pleafed 
*'  to  (hew  mercy  unto  him,  until  now,  that  juftice 
**  calls  to  him,  for  execution."     **  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
continued  Yelverton,)  **  hath  been  a  ftatefman,  and  ft 
"  man  who,  in  regard  to  his  parts,  and  quality,  is  to 
**  be  pitied.    He  hath  been  as  a  (lar  at  which  the  world 
**  have  gazed ;  but  ftars  may   fall ;    nay,  they  muft 
**  fall,  when  they  trouble  the  fphere,   wherein  they 
**  abide.    It  is  therefore  his  majefty's  pleafure,  now, 
**  to  call  for  execution  of  the  former  judgment,  and  I 
**  now  require  order  for  the  fame."    When  Fanfliaw, 
the  clerk  of  the^  crown,  had  read  the  record  of  the 
convi£tion,  and   of  the  fentence,   the  unhappy  pri- 
foner was  a(ked  what  he  could  advance  as  a  reafon  why 
execution  (hould  not  be  awarded  againft  him  ?  He  re- 
plied that  his  voice  was  enfeebled  by  his  late  iicknefs^ 
and  that  he  laboured,  during  that  inftant,  under  the  pa-^ 
roxyfm    of   an  intermitting   fever ;   a    circumftance 
which  muft  naturally  plead  for  the  permifHon  that  he 
might  reduce  to  writing  the  fubftance  of  his  vindica- 
tion.   Sir  Henry  Montague,  the   lord    chief  juftice^ 
remarked  that  he  fpoke  audibly  enough ;  and  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  then  exprefled   his  hopes  that  the  judgment 
which  he  had  received  to  die  fo  long  flnce,  could  not, 
now,  be  drained  to  take  away  his  life ;  as,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  royal  commifTion  for  his  late  voyage,  it 
was  implied  to  be  reftored,  by  the  grant  6f  power,  de*- 
Vol.  IV.  L  legated 
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legated  to  birt],<^  in  the  chara6ter  of  marHial,  over  the 
lives  of  others^    He  added  that  he  was  the  mote  fan" 
gufne  in  iiis  exp«6:ations  of  mercy,  becaufe  that  he 
had  undiercakeiilhe  enterprize  to  acquire  honour  for 
his  foverei^n^  and  to  enrich  his  kingdom  with  gold, 
"  of  the  ore  whereof "  (he  obferved,)  this  hand  hath 
'*  found,  and  taken  in  Guiana.*'    He  next  attempted  to 
explain  the  meafliies  which  gave  rife  to  the  mifcarriage 
of  his  projed  \  but  the  lord  chief  juftice  interrupted' 
himj  and  declared  that  whatfoever  he  fpoke  relatively 
to  his  lad :  expedition  was  foreign  to  the  purpofe  ;  that 
no  claufe  in  his  commiflion,  could,   at  the   prefent 
crifis,  be  of  the  lead  avail;  that  treafbn  was  not  par- 
doned by  implication  ;  and  that  unlefs  he  could  advance 
arguments  more  intimately  conneded  with  the  point 
in  queftion,  the  court  mufl  proceed  immediately  td 
give  execution.    To  thefe  remarks,  Sir  Walter  an- 
fwcrcd,  **  concerning  my  judgment,  at  Winehefter,  I 
**  prefume,  moft  of  you,  that  now  hear  me,  are  refolved 
«  how  that  was  obtained  ;  apd  I  know  that  his  majefty 
«  was  fo  refolved,  touching  that  trial,  that   if  he  had 
*<  not  been  anew  exafperated  againft  me,  certain  I  am, 
'<  I  might  (if  I  could,  by  nature,)  have  lived  a  thou- 
'*  fand,  and  a  thoufand  years,  before  he  would  have 
«*  taken    the    advantage    thereof."     The    lord    chief 
jufttce  now  recomn(iended  to  him  the  wifdom  of  fub- 
miinon,  and  informed  him    that    execution   muft  be 
granted  upon  the  judgment  given,  fifteen  years  before, 
during  all  which  lime,  he  has  been  as  a  man  dead 
in  law  ;  but  the  king,  in  mercy,  fpared  him ;  that 
he  might  deem  it  barbaroufly  oppreflive,  if  this  mea- 
fure  were  purfued  in  cold  blood  ;  but  it  was  otherwife; 
and  frefh  offences  had  excited  the  juftice  of  the  king 
to  revive  what  the  law  had  formerly  caft  upon  him. 
**  1  know,"  (continued  he,)  **  that  you  have  been  va- 

**  liant. 
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"  liaQt,  and  wife ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  you  retain  both 
'*  thefe  virtues  ;  for,  now,  you  Aiall  have  occadon  to 
"  ufe  them.     Your  faith  hath  heretofore  been  quef'  • 
"  tioned ;  but  I  am  refoived  that  you  are  a  good  Chrif- 

tian,  for,  your  book,  which  is  ati  stdmirable  work,  . 

doth  teftify  as  much.     I  would  give  you   counfel, 
*'  but  I  know  that  you  can  apply  unto  yourfelf  far  bet^ 
**  ter  than  I  am  able  to  give  you— Yet,  I  give  you  the 
'*  oil  6f  comfort,  although,  in  refped  that  I  am  a 
**  minifter  of  the  law,  mixed  with  vinegar— -forrow 
**  will  not  avail  you,   in  fome  kind,  for,  were  you 
**  pained,  forrow  would  not  eafe  you ;   were  you  af- 
"  fli^ed,  forrow  would  not  relieve  you  ;  were  you  tor- 
**  mented,  forrow  would  not  content  you  j  and  yet  the 
*5  forrow  for  your  fms  would  be  an  everlafting  com- 
"  fort  to  you-— You  muft  ad,  as  that  valiant  captain 
**  did,  who,  perceiving  himfelf  in  danger,  faid,  in  de- 
"  fiance  of  deaths  *  Death,  thou  expe^eft  me ;  but, 
"  maugre  thy  fpite,  I  exped  thee."    Fear  not  death  too 
**  much ;   nor  fear  death  too  little  ;  not  too  miich,  left 
**  you  fail  in  your  hope  ;  nor  too  little,  left  you  die  pre- 
"  fumptuoufly.     And,  here,  I  muft  conclude  my  pray- 
"erstoGoD  for  it,  that  he  would  have  mercy  oif 
**  your  foul.     Execution  is  granted  (t)" 

L  2  At 

(/)  Harleyan  Manufcripts,  90.  C.   7.  Folio    p.  439. 

MS.  lately  in  the  coUeftion  of  the  deceafed  Mr.  Granger.— 
Proceedings  againft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  at  Weftminfter,  an- 
nexed to  the  account  (written  by  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,) 
of  his  arraignment  at  Winchefter,  410.  148.  p  26. — Ol- 
dys's  Life  of  Raleigh,  Folio,  p.  124,  125.  On  this  melan- 
choly occalion,  the  remark  of  Carew  Raleigh  is  too  imperii 
nent  to  be  omitted.  "  Here,  juftice  was  indeed  blind  ! 
"  blindly  executing  one,  and  the  fame  perfon,  upon  one, 
"  and  the  fame  condemnation,  for  things  contradictory  > 
"  for  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  condemned  for  being  a  friend 

'*  to 
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At  this  alarming  jundure,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ttfrn-' 
eftly  requeued  that  he  might  not  be  cut  oflF  fo  fudden- 
]y  ;  and  obferving  that  he  ftood  in  need  of  time,  to  dif- 
charge  his  confcience,  and  to  fatisfy  his  fovereign,  and 
the  world.  He  prayed  that  he  might  be  heard  on  the 
day  of  his  death ;  and,  at  the  lad,  repeated  his  in- 
treaties,  in  the  following  conclufion.  **  I  do  mod 
'*  humbly  befeech  your  lordfhips,  that  you  will  grant 
"  me  feme  time,  before  my  execution,  that  I  may 
**  fettle  my  affairs,  and  my  mind,  more  than  they  yet 
**  are  *,  for  I  have  much  to  do,  both  for  my  reputa- 
"  tion,  confcience,  and  loyally  ;  and  I  would  befeech 
*'  the  favour  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  to  exprefs  my- 
^*  felf  fomething  thereby  ;  and  to  difcharge  myfelf  of 
"  fome/rud  of  worldly  matters  that  were  put  in  me  ; 
**  which  leifure,  I  befeech  ydti  think  that  I  crave  not 
"  for  to  gain  one  minute  of  life;  for  now,  being  old, 
"  (icklyf  in  difgrace,  and  certain  to  go  to  it,  life  is 
**  wearifome  to  me.  And  I  do,  laftly,  befeech  your 
«  lordfhips  that,  when  I  come  to  die,  I  may  have  leave 
•*  to  fpeak  freely  at  my  farewell,  to  fatisfy  the  world 
*'  only  that  I  was  ever  loyal  to  the  king,  and  a  true 
'*  lover  of  this  commonwealth ;  for,  this  I  will  feal 
**  with  my  blood."  Thus,  craving  their  prayers,  was 
he  conduced  to  the  Gate-Houfe,  adjoining  to  the  Pa« 
lace- Yard  («).  ^     ' 

Through- 

"  to  the  Spaniards,  and  loft  his  life  for  being  their  utter 
•'  enemy.  Thus  Kings,  when  they  will  do  what  they 
."  pleafe,  pleafe  not  Him  they  iliould,  God  ;  and,  having 
*•  maije  their  power  fubfervient  to  their  will,  deprive  them- 
*•  fe.'ves  alfo  of  that  jutl  power,  whereb)^  others  are  fubfer- 
"  vient  to  them."  Brief  Relation  of  bir  Walter  Raleigh's 
Troubles,  p.  Q. 

(m)  It  is  remarkable  that  James  (who,  during  this  difgrace- 
l\il  ara   in  his  reign,  retreated  to  a  dilUnce  from  the  ca- 
pital 
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Throughout  the  courfe  of  this  memoir,  wc  have  felt 
jail  anxious,  but  unavailing  wilh  to  place  the  charac- ' 
ter  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  folely  in  that  point  of  view 
where  it  might  be  contemplated  with  admiration,  and 
edeem.  Whilft  we  confidered  him,  on  fume  occafions, 
as  an  obje^  of  our  cenfure,  a  refpedable,  and  contrary 
opinion  hath  been  impartially  brought  forward.  To 
this  principle,  let  us  flill  adhere,  and  (before  we  clofe 
an  inquiry  concerning  the  condud  of  an  accompliihed 
hero,  with  a  quotation  from  remarks  which  violently 
impeach  its  rectitude,)  infert  the  arguments  of  a  wri-^ 
ter  (jr)' who  (Irenuoufly  endeavoured  to  tranfmit  his 
memory  unfuliied  to  pofterity. 

<*  That  the  judgment  was  illegal,  ^nd  that  Sir  Walter 
**  Raleigh  was  really  murdered,  hath  often  been  faid, 
*f  and  (I  believe,]^feldom  doubted ;  but  I  think  that  it 
f*  hath  not  been  made  fo  plain  as  it  might  be ;  and, 

L  3  **  there^ 

pital)  had  (igned,  and  fealed  the  warrant  for  the  execution 
of  Raleigh,  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  latter,  at  the 
bar  of  the  King's-bench  ;  yet  it  was  dated,  from  Weftmin- 
fter,  and,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  October.     In  this  war- 
rant (directed  to  Verulam,  the  chancellor,)  mention  is  made 
that  his  gracious  majefty,   **  difl*enting  with  the  manner  of 
*'  execution  according  to  his  former  judgment,  and   re- 
**  leafing  him  of  the  lame  to  be  drawn,  hanged,  and  quar- 
**  tered"  obferves  that  **  our  pleafure  is,  inftead  theVeolF, 
**  to  have  the  head  only  of  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  cut 
<*  off,  at,  or  within  our  palace  of  Weftmipfter  ;  and  we  do 
f*  command  the  faid  chancellor  hereupon  to  dire£t  two  fe- 
**  veral  writs  under  the  great  feal  ;  one  to  the  lieutenant 
♦*  of  the  Tower,  or  his  deputy,  for  the  delivery  of  Sir  Wal- 
'*  ter  Raleigh  to  the  flieriffs  of  Middlefex,  at  the  faid  place  ) 
**  and  the  other  to  the  faid  /herifFs,  for  the  receiving  the 
"  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,   from  the  faid  lieutenant,  and 
**  for  executing  him  there  -,  for  which  this  /hall  be  his  war- 
**  rant,  and  difcharge,  againfl:  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuccelTorSi 
'•  forever."     Rymer's  Foedera,  V.  17.  p.  115. 

(x)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  97,  98. 
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^*  therefore,  in  refped  to  his  good  name,  I  will  attempt 
«  it,  by  fhewing  that  the  judgment  was  abfolutely  ille- 
**  gal,  and  manifcftly  iniquitous.** 

**  It  is  a  maxim  in  our  law  that  the  king  can  do  no 
*^  wrong  ;  and  mod  certain  it  is  that  no  king  can 
**  do  legal  wrong  ;  that  is  to  fay,  can  employ  the  law 
^*  to  unjuft  purpofes.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  after  his 
"  convidion,  was  dead  in  taw ;  and,  therefore,  if 
"  the  commiflion  granted  to  him,  by  James,  had  not 
f*  the  virtue  of  a  pardon,  what  was  it  ?  Did  it  impower 
**  a  dead  man  to  aft,  and  not  only  to  aft,  but  to  have 
f*  a  power  ov^r  the  lives,  and  cftates  of  the  living  ; 
^*  It  either  conveyed  authority,  or  it  did  not.  If  it  did 
**  convey  authority,  then  Sir  Walter  was  capable  of 
**  receiving  it ;  that  is,  he  was  no  longer  dead  in  law, 
**  or,  in  other  words,  he  was  pardAed.  If  it  con^ 
"  veyed  no  authority,  then  this  was  an  aft  of  legal 
-**  wrong.  I  cannot  help  the  blunder ;  the  abfurdi- 
**  ty  is  in  ^he  thing,  and  not  in  my  cxprefllon.  A 
?*  commiflion  under  the  privy  feal,  (if  not  under  the 
**  great  feal,)  granted  by  the  king,  with  the  advice  of 
f*  the  privy  council,  to  a  dead  man ;  or,  to  put  it 
f*  otherwifb,  a  lawful  commiflion  given  to  a  man, 
^'  dead  in  jaw,  is  nonfenfe  not  to  be  endured ;  and, 
f*  therefore,  to  avoid  this,  we  muft  conceive,  as  Sir 
"  Francis  Bacon,  and  every  other  lawyer  did,  that  the 
f*  commiiTipn  included,  or  rather  conveyed  a  pardon, 
**  Indeed,  the  fame  thing  may  be  made  out  in  much 
f*  fewer  words.  Grace  is  not  fo  (Irong  a  mark  of 
»<  royal  favour,  as  truft ;  and  therefore,  where  the 
<*  latter  appears,  the  law  ought,  and,  indeed,  doth  pre- 
f*  fume  the  former  (jr).    This  judgment,  therefore,  did 

"not 
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(y)  This  laft  argument  muft  be  allowed  to  haye  great 
weight }   yet  (with  deference  to  the  fentimenls  of  Mr. 

Camp- 
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**  not  only  murder  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  but,  in  this  in- 
"  {lance,  fubverted  the  conftitution,  and  ought  to  be 
"  looked  upon,  not  only  as  an  ad;  of  the  bafeft  prodi- 
**  tution,  but  as  the  mod  flagrant  violation  of  juftice 
**  that  ever  was  committed." 

From  thefe  conclufions,  the  reafoniRg  of  a  cejebrated 
hiftorian  (z)  hath  induced  us  to  diflent ;  and  whilft  we 
fcorn  the  thought  of  aiming  one  unmerited  afperfion 
againft  the  real  character  of  Raleigh,  we  openly  declare 
that  the  decifive  paflTages  of   the  following  quotation 
have,  ahhough  with    fome  exceptions,  confirmed  us 
in  ideas  which   all  the  fophiftry  of  fuperior  talents 
will  not  be  able  to  eradicate.     Yet,  on  fo  delicate  a 
fubje£t,  where  the  honeft  fame  of  a  diftinguifhed  hero 
is  to  be  pre(erved,or  ruined,  we  do  not  mean  to  influence 
the  reader.     Not  for  the  purpofe  of  mide^ding,  is  ,h« 
prefented  with  a  variety  of  opinions ;  but,    that  his 
judgment  may  be  juft. 

"  I .  There  feems  to  be  an  improbability ,  that  the 
*'  Spaniards,  who  knew  nothing  of  Raleigh's  pretended 

L  4  "  mine. 
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Campbell,)  it  doth  not  reach  the  cafe  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
who  is  expreHy  mentioned,  in  the  commifllon,  as  "being 
**  under  the  peril  of  the  law."— See  the  133d  page  of  the 
fourth  volume  of  this  work. 

(z)  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  61  p^.SSJ*  SS^f 
559»  56°»  56' »  ^°*®  I.— The  arguments  of  this  author  are 
introduced  by  a  remark  that  feme  of  the  fa£ts  are  taken  from 
the  declaration  of  James,  which  being  pubiiilied  by  autho- 
rity, and  when  the  fa6ts  were  recent ;   being  extrldled  firom 
examinations  before  the  privy  council,  and  fubfcribed  by 
fix  counfellors,  amcngft  whom  was  Abbot,  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  a  prelate,  no-wife  complaifant  tO'  the  court, 
mud  be  allowed  to  have  great  weight,  or  rather  to  be  of 
undoubted  credit.   Yet  the  mod  material  h€ti  are  confirmed 
either  by  the  nature,  and  reafon  of  the  thing,  or  by  the 
apology,  and  letters  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.     The  vindi- 
cation of  the  king  is   in  the  Harleyan  Mifccllany,  yol.  3. 
No.  2. 
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"  mine,  fliould  have  built  a  town  in  fo  wide  a  coaft, 
^*  within  three  miles  of  itr  The  chances  are  extremely 
**  againft  fnch  a  fuppofition  ;  and  it  is  more  natural  to 
"  think  that  the  view  of  plundering  the  town  led  himi 
»'  thither  rather  than  that  of  working  a  mine.  2.  No 
"  fuch  mine  is  there  found,  to  this  day.  3.  Raleigh,  in 
**  fd&,  found  no  mine ;  and,  in  h6k,  he  plundered, 
f<  and  burned  a  Spaniih  town.  Is  it  not  more  proba- 
**  ble,  therefore,  that  the  latter  was  his  intention  ?  how 
*'  can  the  fecrets  of  his  bread  be  rendered  fo  vifible 
^<  as  to  counterpoife  certain  h&s  ?  4.  He  confeifes,  in 
**  his  letter  to  lord  Carew,  that,  ahhough  he  knew  it, 
"  yet  he  concealed  from  the  king  the  fettlement  of  the 
"  Spaniards,  on  the  coaft.  Does  not  this  h&.  alone 
^'  render  him  fufBciently  criminal  ?  5.  Hfs  commif- 
**  fion  impowers  him  only  to  fettle  on  a  coaft  poflefled 
"  by  fayage,  and  barbarous  inhi^^bitants.  Was  it  not 
**  the  moft  evident  breach  of  orders  to  difcmbark  on  a 
*'  coaft,  poftefled  by  Spaniards  ?  6.  Hisi  orders  to  Key-r 
^'  mis,  when  he  fent  him  up  the  river,  are  contained  in 
**  his  own  apology,  and,  from  them,  it  appears,  that 
**  he  knew  (what  was  unavoidable,)  that  the  Spaniard^ 
^*  would  refift,  and  would  Qppofe  the  Englifh,  at  their 
**  landing,  to  take  pofleifion  of  the  country.  His  in- 
**  tentions,  therefore,  were  hoftile  from  the  beginning. 
f  7.  Without  provocation,  and  even  when  at  a  dif- 
**  tance,he  gaveKeymis  orders  to  diilodge  the  Spaniards 
**  frofn  their  own  town.  Could  ^ny  enterprise  be 
'*  more  hoftile  ?  And,  confidering  the  Spaniards,  as 
^'  allies  to  the  nation,  could  any  enterprise  be  more 
**  criminal  ?  Was  he  not  the  aggreflbr,  even  although 
^*  it  ihpuld  be  true  that  the  Spaniards  fired  upon  his 
"  men,  at  their  landing.  It  is  faid  that  he  killed  three, 
^*  or  four  hundred  of  them.  Is  that  fo  light  a  matter  i 
*f  8.  In  his  letter  to  the  king,  and  in  his  apology,  he 

•*  grpuncis 
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**  grounds  his  dercncc  on  former  hoftliities  exercifed 
**  by  the  Spaniards,  againft  other  companies  of  Eng* 
**  lilhmen.  Thcfe  are  accounted  for  by  the  ambiguity 
"  of  the  treaty  between  the  nations.  And  it  is  plaia 
"  that  although  thefe  might  pofllbly  be  reafons  for  the 
**  king  to  declare  war  againft  that  nation,  they  could 
'*  never  intitle  Raleigh  to  declare  war,  and,  without 
"  any  commifTion,  or  contrary  to  his  conimiflion, 
"  The  chief  hurt  which  the  Spaniards  could  recei«% 
*'  from  England  was,  in  the  Indies ;  and  they  never 
'*  would  have  made  peace  ^t  all,  if  hoftilities  had  beeii 
**  ftill  to  be  continued  on  thefe  fettlements.  By  fecret 
'*  agreement,  the  EngliHi  were  ftill  allowed  to  fppport 
'*  the  Dutch,  even  after  the  treaty  of  pe^ce,  If  they 
"  had  alfo  been  allqwed  to  invade  the  Spanifli  fettle- 
"  ments,  the  treaty  had  "been  a  full  peace  to  England, 
^*  while  the  Spaniards  were  ftill  expofed  to  the  full  ef- 
"  feds  of  war.  9.  If  the  claim  to  the  property  of 
"  that  country,  as  firft  difcoverers,  was  good,  in  op- 
"  pofition  to  prefent  fettlements,  as  Raleigh  pretended, 
**  why  >y4s  it  pot  laid  before  the  king,  with  all  its  cir- 
"  cumftances,  and  fubmitted  to  his  judgment  ?  10. 
'*  Raleigh's  force  is  acknowledged  by  himfelf  to  have 
"  been  infufticient  to  fupport  him  in  the  ppflelfion  of 
'*  Saint  Thomas,  againft  the  power  of  which  Spain  was 
**  mafter  on  that  cpaft ;  yet  it  was  fufficient,  as  he 
*'  owns,  to  take  by  furprize,  and  plunder  twenty 
*'  towns.  It  was  not,  therefore,  his  defign  to  fettle, 
**  but  to  plunder.  By  thefe  confeflions,  which  I  have 
**  brought  together,  he  plainly  betrays  himfelf.  ii, 
**  Why  did  he  not  ftay,  and  work  his  mine,  as,  at  firft, 
**  he  proje6led  ?  He  apprehended  that  the  Spaniards 
**  would  be  upon  him  with  a  great  force.  But,  before 
«  he  left  England,  he  knew  that  this  muft  be  the  cafe, 
**  if  ^e  invaded  any  part  of  the  Spaniih  colonies.    His 

^*  inten-f 
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*'  intention,  therefore,  never  was  to  fettle,  but  only  to 
**  plunder.  12.  He  acknowledges  that  he  knew  neither 
"  the  depth,  nor  riches  of  the  mine,  but  only  that 
**  there  was  fome  more  ore  there.  Would  he  have 
"  ventured  all  his  fortune,  and  credit,  on  fo  preca- 
"  rious  a  foundatic^  ?  13.  Would  the  other  adven- 
"  turers,  if  made  acquainted  with  this,  have  rifqued 
**  every  thing  to  attend  him  ?  Ought  a  fleet  to  have 
•J^been  equipped  for  an  experiment  ?  Was  there  not, 
"  plainly,  an  impofture  in  the  management  of  this  af- 
**  fair  ?  14.  He  fays  to  Keymis,  *  Bring  but  a  haflcet 
**  full  of  ore,  and  it  will  fatisfy  the  king  that  my  pro- 
*'  jed  was  not  imaginary.'  This  was  eaftly  done  from 
"  the  Spanifh  mines ;  and  he  feems  to  have  been  a^q- 
"  ally  difpleafed  at  Keymis>  for  not  attempting  i t.  Such 
"  a  view  was  a  premeditated  apology  to  cover  his 
'*  cheat.  15.  The  king,  in  his  declaration,  imputes 
*'  it  to  Raleigh  that,  as  foon  as  he  was  at  fea,  he  im- 
*'  mediately  fell  into  fuch  uncertain,  and  doubtful  talk 
"  of  his  mine,  and  faid  that  it  would  be  fufficient  if  he 
"  brought  home  a  bafket  full  of  ore.  From  the  cir- 
**  cumftance  laft  mentioned,  it  appears  that  this  impu- 
"  tatioo  was  not  without  reafon.  16,  There  arc 
"many  other  circumftances  of  great  weight  in  the 
"  declaration  of  the  king  ;  that  Raleigh,  when  he  fell 
"  down  toPlymouth,,took  no  pioneers  with  him,  which 
*'  he  always  declared  to  be  his  intention,  that  he  was 
"  np-wife  provided  with  inftruments  for  working  a 
"  mine,  but  had  a  fufficient  (lock  of  warlike  ftores ; 
"  ^hat  young  Raleigh,  in  attacking  the  Spaniards,  em- 
**  ployed  the  words,  *  Come  on,  my  hearts !  here  is 
*/ thq  nune  that  we  muft  expe£b.  They  that  look  for 
<<  ^ny  other  mine  are  fools  ;*  that  the  mine  was 
"  movep;ble,  and  fliifted  as  he  faw  convenicQt :  Not  to 
*<  roentipn  many  other  public  fads  which  prov«5  him 
''  '       .  "to 
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'<  to  have  been  highly  criminal  againft  his  companions, 
*'  as  well  as  his  country.  Howel,  in  his  letters,  fays, 
'*  that  there  hvcd  in  London,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand, 
"  fix  hundred,  and  forty-five,  an  officer,  a  man  of 
"  honour,  who  affertcd  that  he  heared  young  Raleigh 
"  fpeak  thefe  words  (a).  That  was  a  time  when 
"  there  was  no  intereft  in  maintaining  fuch  a  fa£%  (h), 
"  17.  Raleigh's  account  of  his  firft  voyage  to  Guiana 
"  proves  him  to  have  been,  #  man  capable  of  the  mod 
"  extravagant  credulity,  or  the  mod  impudent  impor> 
"  ture.     So  ridiculous  are  the  (lories  which  he  tells  of 

thelnca's  chimerical  empire,  in  the  midft  of  Guiana; 

the  rich  city  of  El  Dorado,  or  Manao,  two  days 
'*  journey  in  length,  and  (hining  with  gold,  and  fil- 
'*  ver  i  the  old  Peruvian  prophecies  in  favour  of  the 
**  Englifli,  who,  he  obferves,  were  exprefsly  named  as 
**  the  deliverers  of  that  country  {c),  long  before  any 

i*  Euro- 
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(a)  Vol.  2.  Letter  63. 

(h)  To  this  remark,  by  Mr.  Hume,  it  may  be  added  that 
Howel  appears  always  more  ready  to  Applaud,  than  cenfure 
Raleigh,  and  compares  his  return  from  Guiana  to  that  of 
the  Roman  conful,  Attilius  Regulus,  who,  rather  than  vio- 
late his  promif6,  went  back  (although  convinced  that  death 
mud  be  the  confequence,)  to  his  enejnies,  the  Carthagi- 
nians, by  whom  he  bad  been  taken  prifoner.  HoweH's 
Letters,  V.  i.  p,  6.  V.  z-  p.  37a. 

(c)  The  Europeans,  when  they  fet  out,  as  the  deliverers 
of  diftant  countries,  commence  their  friendly  offices,  by 
Hn  attack  aj^ainft  the  perfons,  and  a  feizure  of  the  property, 
and  lands  of  individuals  who  never  faw,  nor  injured  them. 
The  fate  of  Bengal  JLlone  (but,  examples  are.  innumerable,) 
would  juftify  this  remark.  The  Deliverer,  therefore,  is  not 
that  exalted  hero  who,  to  (ecure  the  fireedom  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  is  prepared  to  fhed  his  own  blood,  even  to  the  laft 
drop  ;  but  the  inonfter  who  infults  mankind  with  offers  of 
aflluance,  and  (in  the  true  fpirit  of  avarice,  one  of  the 
word  crimes  which  can  difgrace  our  nature,)  having  plun* 
dered  a  confiding  people,  fecures  his  acquifitions,  by  a  ge- 
neral malTacre  of  the  nrfl  pofTeffors. 
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"  European  had  ever  touched  there  ;  the  Amazons,  or 

*«  republic    of   women  ;  and,  in   general,  the   vaft, 

"  and  incredible  riches,  which  he  faw  on  the  conti- 

**  nent,  where  no  one  has  yet  found  any  treafures, 

**  This  whole  narrative  is  a  proof  that  he  was  extreme- 

**  ly  defedive,  either  in  folid  underftanding,  or  mo- 

**  rals,  or  both.      No  man's  character  indeed  Teems 

•'  ever  to  have  been  carried  to  fuch  extremes  as  Ra- 

'*  ieigh*8,  by  the  oppofite'paflions  of  envy,  and  pity. 

♦'  In  the  former  part  of  his  life,  whan  he  was  adive, 

**  and  lived  in  the  world,   and    was   probably,    befl 

*'  known,  he  was  the  obje£t  of  univeral  hatred,  and 

"  deteftation,  throughout  England  ;  in  the  latter  part, 

**  when  (hut  up  in  a  prifon,  he  became  '  much  more 

'*  unreafonably'  the  objed  of  great  love,  and  admira- 

"  tion  (</).*' 

**  As  to  the  circumftances  of  the  narrative,  that 

**  Raleigh's  pardon  was   refufed  him,  that  his  former 

**  fentence 

(</)  With  due  deference  to  the  Judgment  of  Mr.  Hume, 
we  cannot  implicitly  confide  in  his  remark.  It  may  furely 
be  doubted  whether,,  at  any  period  of  his  hfe,  Raleigh  was 
**  an  obje£t  of  univerfal  hatred,  and  deteftation,  throughout 
**  Eneland."  The  violence  of  his  difpoHtion,  an  over-bear- 
ing pride,  andhis  perfecution  of  Eflex,  who  was  idolized 
by  the  people,  haa  indeed,  caft  him  almoft  irrecoverably 
from  the  favour  of  an  fcxafperated  multitude  ;  yet  he  was 
followed,  beloved,  and  honoured  by  numbers  of  his  con- 
temporaries. To  aflert  that  he  was  difliked  by  a// his  fellow- 
fubje£ts,  is  wandering  from  the  candour  tQ  which  men  in 

Seneral^  but  hiftorians  in  particular,  fliOuld  invariably  ad- 
ere.  On  this  occailon,  the  charafl^r  is  mangled  which 
hath,  in  other  parts,  been  (kilfully  diflefled.  That  in 
prifon.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  *  the  oWeiSl  of  great  love,  and 
*  admiration,'  can  never  be  disputed.  It  may  be  affirmed,  in, 
contradi6tion  to  the  celebrated  writer,  that  the  nation  a£led 
reafonably.  They  muft  have  been  prejudiced  to  a  criminal 
degree,  who  beheld  without  furprize,  attachment  and 
appiaufe,  the  calm  fortitude,  the  active  talents,  and  the 
literary  purfiiits  of  this  illuftrious  prifoner,  during  a  con- 
finement of  thirteen  years,  v'ithin  the  lower. 
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"  fentence  was  purpoiely  kept  in  force  againft  him, 
"  and  that  he  went  out  under  thefe  exprefs'  condi- 
"  tions,  they  may  be  fupported  by  the  following  au- 
**  thorities.  i.  The  king's  word,  and  that  of' fix 
**  privy-counfellors  who  affirm^  it  for  fad.  a.  The 
'*  nature  of  the  thing.  If  no  fufpicion  had  been 
*'  entertained  of  his  intentions,  a  pardon  would 
*'  never  have  been  refufed  to  a  man,  to  whom 
"  authority  was  intruded.  3.  The  words  of  the 
"  commifTion  itfelf,  where  he  is  fim'ply  ftiled  Sir  Wal- 
*'ter  Raleigh,  and  not  faithful,  and  well-beloved,  ac- 
'*  cording  to  the  ufual,  and  never-failing  ftile,  on 
**  fuch  occafions.  4.  In  all  the  letters  which  he  wrote 
**  to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  and  to  his  own  wife,  he 
'*  always  confiders  himfelf  as  a  perfon  unpardoned,  and 
*'  liable  to  the  law.  He  Teems,  indeed,  immediately 
"  upon  the  failure  of  his  enterprize,  to  have  be- 
**  come  defperate,  and  to  have  expeded  the  fate 
**  which  he  met  with." 

'*  It  is  pretended  that  the  king  gave  intelligence  to 
*'  the  Spaniards  of  Raleigh's  proje^  ;  as  if  he  had  need- 
**  ed  to  lay  a  plot  for  deftroying  a  man,  whofe  life 
*'  had  been  fourteen  years,  and  ftill  was  in  his  power. 
"  The  Spaniards  wanted  no  other  intelligence  to  be 
"  their  guard,  than  the  known,  and  public  h&  of 
'*  Raleigh's  armament.  And  there  was  no  reafon 
'*  why  the  king  ihould  conceal  from  thehi  the  projeA 
**^  of  a  fetttement,  which  Raleigh  pretended,  and  the 
king  believed  to  be  intirely  innocent." 
"  The  king's  chief  blame  feems  to  have  lain  in  his 
negligence,  in  allowing  Raleigh  to  depart,  without 
**  a  more  exa£t  Scrutiny  ;  but,  for  this  he  apologizes, 
**  by  faying  that  fureties  were  required  for  the  good 
^'behaviour  of  Raleigh  and  all  his  afTociates  in  the  en- 
terprise ;  but  that  they  gave  in  bonds  for  each  other : 
a  cheat  which  was  not  perceived^  until  they  had 

«  failed. 
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"  {ailed,  and  which  increafed  the  fufpicion  of  bad  in- 
**  ^ntions." 

.,**  Perhaps,  the  king  ought  alfo  to  have  granted  Rar 
'*  leigh  a  pardon  for  his  old  treafon,  and  to  have  tried 
**  him  anew  for  his  new  offence.  His  puniihment  in 
'*  that  cafe  would  not  only  have  been  juft,  but  con- 
*'  duded  in  a  juft,  and  unexceptionable  manner  («). 
**  But  we  are  tolj  that  a  ridiculous  opinion  (fj  at  that 

"time 

(e)  We  feel  a  difficulty  in  aflenting  tc  this  pontion.  A 
king,  the  fountain  of  earthly  mercy  to  convicted  criminals, 
extending  his  pardon  to  an  offender  for  one  fpecies  of 
guilt,  in  order  to  obtain  the  power  of  inflicting  death  tip- 
On  him,  for  another,  prefents  us  with  the  moft  difgufting 
piQure  of  abfurdity,  meannefs,  and  barbarity.  A  for- 
givenefs  of  the  old  treafon  ihould  immediately  have  fol- 
lowed the  releafe  of  Raleigh,  from  a  long  confinement  in 
the  tower  ;  a  puni/hment  much  more  than  equal  to  his  de- 
linquency. Where  was  the  neceffity  of  referving  the  fen- 
tence  as  a  check,  when  he  might  have  been  brousrht  to  the 
bar,  for  fubfeauent  crimes  ;  crimes  which,  with,  retro- 
fpedl  to  the  lenity  of  his  fovereign,  mud  have  preffed  on 
him  the  more  heavily  ?  During  the  proceedings  againiil  Sir 
Walter,  at  Winchefter,  an  abandoned  jury,  after  a  deliber- 
ation of  fdarcely  fifteen  minutes,  and  in  contempt  of  law, 
and  equity,  returned  their  verdi£t  guilty,  on  the  fole,  and 
written  evidence  of  Cobham,  a  perfidious  friend  on  moft 
ocCalions,  notorious  for  the  profligacy  of  his  manners,  and 
the  wretched  application  of  a  limited  underitanding  ;  but,  at 
this  memorable,  and  difgraceful  criiis,  marked  by  fuch 
contradictions  in  his  teftimony  as  muft  affect  with  horror 
the  minds  of  all  who  are  not  loft  to  every  fenfe  of  virtue. 
Could  a  jury  be  packed,  to  ferve  thefe  flagitious  purpofes, 
and  niall  we  conclude  that,  on  the  expiration  of  a  period 
which  did  not  reach  to  fifteen  yc{\rs,  a  fufficient  number  of 
court-hirelings  would  be  wanting  to  caft  Raleigh,  under  the 
evidence  of  guilt,  even  in  fpite  uf  the  popular,  but  ridicu- 
lous idea  that  hoflilities  diredcd  aguinil  the  Spaniards, 
within  the  Indies,  during  a  profound  peace  with  Europe, 
were  not  illegal  ? 

(/)  On  this  fubjedl.  (which  liat'i  occafioned  the  pre- 
ceding note)  Ofborne  ulU)  "ililcrvc?  thai  "no  peace  beyond 

♦♦  the 
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"  time  prevailed  in  the  nation  (and  it  is  plainly  fup- 
•*  pofed  by  Sir  Walter  in  his  apology,)  that,  by 
**  treaty,  war  was  allowed  with  the  Spaniards,  in  the 
"  Indies,  although  peace  was  made  in  Europe :  and, 
*<  while  that  notion  took  place,  no  Jury  would  have 
*'  found  Raleigh  guilty.  So  that  had  not  the  kin^ 
<<  puniihed  him  upon  the  old'  fentence,  the  Spaniards 
*'  would  have  had  a  juft  caufe.of  complaint  againft  the 
**  King,  fufficient  to  have  produced  a  war,  at  ieaft 
**  to  have  deftroyed  all  cordiality  between  the  nt- 
**  rions  {gY* 

On  the  morning    after  he  had    been  brought  to 
the   bar  of  the   king's-bench.    Sir  Walter   Raleigh, 
notwithftandi  tig  that  it  was  a  time  of  feftivity,  and 
joy  (h)  proceeded,  in  the  cuftody  of  the  flieriffs  of 
Middlefex,    to  the  old  palace-yard,  at  Weftminftcr^ 
where,  in  the  front  of  the  parliament-houfe,  a  fcaftbU 
was  ereded  for  his  execution.    On  this  he  mounted 
with  a  chearful  countenance,  and  bowed  courteoufly 
to  the  lords,  and  others  of   his  acquaintance,  who 
were  prefent.     When  the  proper  officers  had  made  a 
proclamation  for  filence,  Raleigh  obferved  that  as  he 
was  yefterday  taken  out  of  his  bed,  in  a  {Irong  Bt  of 
a  fever,    which,   as  its  untimelinefs  forbore  no  oc* 
cafion,  nor  place,    might  fuddenly   return,    he  mu(l 
firft  imploreGoD  that  He  would  preferve  him  from  its 

inter- 

**  the  line  was  a  belief  fo  riveted  in  the  opinion  of  all,  as 
'*  that  Raleigh  could  not  have  been  indicted  anew,  without 
*'  the  king's  producing  the  original  articles,  by  which  his 
^*  accufers  would  have  been  convinced  of  malice,  or  his 
"  prince  of  folly."     Memoirs  of  king  James,  p.  io8. 

(g)  Mr.  Hume  concludes  his  remarks  with  the  following 
paUages.  **  This  explication  I  thought  necefTary,  in  order 
••  to  clear  up  the  dory  of  Raleigh  ;  which,  although  very 
"  obvious,  is  generally  niiftaken  in  fo  grofs  a  manner, 
*'  that  Ifcarcely  know  its  parallel  in  the  Englilli  hiftory." 

(A)  O^obcr  the  29th  i  the  lord-mayor's  day 
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interruptions,  during  the  lad  fufferings  ;  and,    nett^ 
defire  the  audience  that,  if  any  difability  of  voice,  of 
deje6tion  of  countenance  (houid  appear  in  him,  they 
would  impute  his  fauation  not  to  pufiilanimity,  but 
to  the  diforder  of  hia  body.      Then,    paufing  for  a 
fhort  time,   he  fat  down,  in  view  of  a  window,  at 
which  the  lords  Arundel,  Northampton,  and  Doncafter, 
together  with  other  nobles,  were  then  placed.      As 
they  were  confidcrably  removed  from  the  fcafFold,  he 
apprehended  that  they  could  not  clearly  diftinguiHi  his 
words ;  and,  therefore  remarked  that  he  would  drain 
his  voice,  becaufe  he  was  defirous  that  they  fliould  hear 
him.     The   lord  Arundel,   and    others,    having    an- 
fwered  that  they  would  rather  approach  the  fcaffold, 
advanced  immediately  towards  him.    Then  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  having  again  faluted  them,  proceeded  thus. 
'*  I  thank  God  that  He  hath  fent  me  to  die  in  the 
light,  and  not  in  darknefs.    I  likewife  thank  God 
"  that  He  hath  fuflFered  me  to  die  before  fuch  an  af- 
fembly  of  honourable  witnefles,  and  not,  obfcurely, 
in  the  tower,  where,   for    the    fpace   of    thirteen 
**  years  together,  I  have  been  opprcfled  with  many 
"  miferies.     And  I  return  Him  thanks  that  my  fever 
*'  hath  not  taken  me,  at  this  time,  as  I  prayed  to 
"  Him  it  might  not,  that  I  might  clearmyfelf  of  fome 
*'  accufations  unjuftiy  laid  to  my  charge,  and  leave 
*'  behind  me  the  teflimony  of  a  true  heart,  both  to 
•*  my  king,  and  country." 

**  There  are  two  main  points  of  fufpicion  that  his 
**  majedy  hath  conceived  againd  me,  and  which,  I 
**  conceive,  have  efpecially  hadened  my  coming  hi- 
"  ther  ;  therefore  I  defire  to  clear  them  to  your  lord- 
"  fliips,  and  refolve  you,  in  the  truth  thereof.  The 
**  (ird  is  that  his  majedy  hath  been  informed  that  I 
**  have  had  fome  plot,  or  confederacy  with  France, 
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"  for  which  he  had  fome  reafons,  although  grounded 
"  upon  a  weak  foundation.    One  was,  that  when  I 
"  returned  to  Plymouth,  I  endeavoured  to  go  to  Ro- 
*'  chelle,  which  was  becaufe  I  would  fain  have  made 
*'  my  peace,  before  I  came  to  England.    Another  rea- 
"  Ton  was  that  again  I  would  have  bent  my  courfe  to 
"  France,  upon  my  lad  intended  efcape  from  London, 
"  being  the  place  where  I  might  have  the  bed  means 
"  of  making  fuch  peace,  and  the  beft  fafeguard,  dur- 
**  ing  that  terror  from  above.     Thefc,  joined  with 
*•  the  coming  of  the  French  agent  to  my  houfe,  here, 
"  in  London,  only  Ao  confer  about  my  faid  voyage, 
"  together  with  the  report  of  my  having  a  commiflion 
"  from  the  king  of  France,  might  occafion  my  being 
**  fo  fufpefted  in  this  particular,  and  his  majefty  to  be 
"  fo  difpleafed  with  me.     But  this  I  fay ;  for  a  man 
*'  to  call  to  Goo  to  witnefs,  at  any  time,  to  a  falfe- 
"  hood,  is  a  grievous  Hi.    To  call  Him  as  a  wit- 
«  nefs  to  a  falfehood,  at  the  point  of  death,  when 
•*  there  is  no   time  for  repentance,   is  a  crime  far 
"  more  impious,  and  defperate  ;  therefore,  for  me  to 
<*  call  that  Majesty  to  witnefs  an  untruth,  before 
"  whofe  tribunal  I  muft  inftantly  appear,  were,  be- 
"  yond  meafure  finful,  and  without  hope  of  pardon. 
*'  I  do  yet  call  that  great  God  to  Witnefs,  that,  as  I 
"  hope  to  fee  Him,  and  be  faved  by  Him,  and  live 
**  in  the  world  to  come,  I  never  had  any  plot,  or  in- 
**  telligence  with  the  French  king ;  never  had  any 
'*  commiiTion  from  him,  nor  faw  his  hand,  or  feal ; 
**  that  I  never  had  any  pradice,  or  combination  with 
•*  the  French  agent,  nor  ever  knew,  or  faw  fuch  a 
"  perfon,  until  I  met  him,  in  my  gallery,  unlooked 
**  ibr.    If  I  fpeak  not  true,  O  Lord  !  let  me  never  en- 
"  ter  into  thy  kingdom." 

Vol.  IV.  M  «*  The 
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*'  The  fecond  fufpicion,  or.  imputation  was  that 
"  his  majefty  hath  been  informed  that  I  had  fpoken 
**  difloyally  of  him«  The  only  witnefs  of  this  was  a 
*<  bafe  Frenchman,,  a  runnagade,  a  chemical  fellow, 
'^  whom  I  foon  knew  to  be  perfidious ;  for,  being 
^  drawn  by  him  into  the  adion  of  freeing  myfelf  at 
"  Winchefter,  in  which,  I  confefs  that  my  hand  was 
"  touched,  he,  being  fworn  by  fecrecy  over-night, 
"  revealed  it,  the  next  morning.  It  is  ftrange  that  fo 
"  mean  a  fellow  could  fo  far  encroach  himfelf  into  the 
**  favour,  of  the  lords  (i) ;  and,  gaping  after  fome 
*'  great  reward,  could  fo  falfely  accufe  me  of  feditious 
^*  fpeeches  againft  his  majefty,  and  be  fo  credited. 
*'  But  this  I  here  fpeak ;  it  is  no  time  for  me  to  flatter, 
*'  or  to  fear  princes,  I  who  am  fubjed  only  unto 
«  death.  And  for  me,  who  have  now  to  do  with  God 
"  alone,  to  tell  a .  lye,  to  get  the  favour  of  the  king, 
<(  were  in  vain,  and  yet,  if  ever  I  did  fpeak  difloyally, 
<*  or  diflioneftly  of  the  king,  either  to  this  Frenchman, 
*'  or  any  other,  ever  intimate  the  leaft  thought,  hurt- 
*'  ful,  or  prejudicial  to  him,  the  Lord  blot  me  out  of 
«« the  Book  of  Life." 

.'*  I  confefs  that  I  did  attempt  to  efcape,  and  it  was 
**  only  to  fave  my  life.  I,  likewife,  confefs  that  I  feign- 
"  ed  myfelf  to  be  indifpofed  (1),  at  Saliibury ;  but  I  hope 

•«  that 

V  (i)  This  was  Manourie,  a  French  qnacK.  It  appears  yet 
i^ranger  that  he  could  have  encroached  himfelf  into  the  fa- 
vour of  the  difcerning  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

(k)  It  is  probable  that  when  this  unhappy  man  langui/hed 
afterwards,  under  an  intermitting  fever,  the  court  im- 
agined that  he  was  ftill  afliq?  his  impoilures  ;  and,  there- 
fore, over-niled  the  plea  of  iTlncfs,  andeave  orders  that  he 
ihould  be  conducted  to  the  bar  of  the  king's-bench,  and, 
(ajnioft  immediately)  from  thence,  to  the  fcaffbld.  If  he 
was  not  fufpefted  of  having  feigned  ficknefs,  at  this  alarm- 
ing juncture,  the  rapid  crutlty  of  James,  and  his  advifers, 
is  without  a  parallel. 
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"  that  it  wts  no  fin ;  for  the  prophet  David  did  make 
**  himfelf  a  fool,  and  foffered  fpittle  to  fall  upon  his 
^  beard,  to  efcape  from  the  hands  of  his  enemies^ 
**  and  it  was  not  imputed  unto  him  as  a  fin.  What  1 
"  did  was  only  to  prolong  time,  until  his  majefty  came, 
"  in  hopes  of  fome  commiferation  from  him.*' 

*'  But  I  forgive  that  Frenchman,  and,  likewife,  Sif 
**  Lewis  Stuckley,  the  wrongs  which  he  hath  dome  me^ 
**  with  all  my  heart,  for,  I  have  received  the  fiicra- 
"  ment,  this  morning,  of  Mr.  Dean  (/),  and  I  have 
"  forgiven  all  naen ;  but  in  charity  to  others,  am 
"  bound  to  caution  them  againft  him,  and  fuch  as  he 
*'  is.  For  Sir  Lewis  Stuckley,  my  keeper,  and  kinl^ 
"  man,  hath  affirmed  that  I  fliould  tell  him  that  my 
<*  lord  Carew,  and  my  lord  of  Doncafter,  here,  did 
**  advife  me  to  efcape ;  but  I  proteft  before  GOD, 
«  that  I  never  told  him  any  fuch  thing ;  neither  did 
'<  thefe  lords  advife  me  to  any  fuch  mat*«r.  It  is  not 
*'  likely  that  I  fliould  acquaint  two  privy-counftUort 
**  of  my  efcape ;  nor  that  I  fliould  tell  him,  my  keep« 
*<  er,  that  it  was  their  advice ;  neither  was  there  any 
**  reafon  to  tell  it  him,  or  he  to  report  it ;  for  it  is 
"  well  known  that  he  left  me  fix,  eight,  or  ten  days 
**  together,  to  go  whither  I  lifted,  while  he  r*  t!?  about 
"  the  country.  He  farther  accufed  me  that  I  fliould 
"  fliew  him  a  letter,  whereby  I  did  fignify  that  I 
"  would  give  him  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  efcape ;  but 
''God  caft  my  foul  into  everlafting  fire,  if  ever  I 
'*  made  fuch  proffer  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  or  one 
*'  thouf:ind  pounds ;  but,  indeed,  I  fliewed  him  a  let* 
"  ter  that  if  he  would  go  with  me,  there  fliould  be 
*'  order  taken  for  the  difcharge  of  his  debts,  when  he 
'*  was  gone  }  neither  had  I  one  thoufand  pounds ;  for. 

Ma  "if 


(/)  Doflor  Robert  Tounfon,  dean  of  Weftminfter,  #ho 
attended  Ralej^^h,  during  his  laft  momentf. 
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"  if  I  had  I  could  have  made  my  peace  better  with  it, 
"  otherwife  than  by  giving  it  to  Stuckiey.  Further,  he 
'.'  gave  out  that  when  I  came  to  Sir  Edward  Parham's 
**  houfe,  who  had  been  a  follower  of  mine,  and  gave 
"  me  good  entertainment,  I  there  received  fome  dram 
'*  of  poifon :  When  I  anfwered  that  I  feared  no  fuch 
"  thing,  for  I  was  well  aflured  of  thofe  in  the  houfe ; 
**  and,  therefore,  wifhed  him  to  have  no  fuch  thought. 
**  Now,  I  will  not  only  fay,  that  God  is  the  God  of 
*'  revenge  (m),  but,  alfo,  of  mercy  ;  and  I  defire 
"  God  to  forgive  him,  as  I  hope  to  be  forgiven," 

**  It  was  told  the  king  that  I  was  brought  by  force 
^*  into  England,  and  that  I  did  not  intend  to  return 
•*  again.  Whereas  captain  Charles  Parker,  Mr.  Tre- 
**  (ham,  Mr.  I^eak,  and  divers  others  that  knew  how  I 
"  was  dealt  withal  by  the  common  foldiers,  will  wit- 
*'  nefs  to  the  contrary.  There  was  an  hundred  and 
**  fifty  ui  them,  who  mutinied  againft  me,  and  fent  for 
**  me  to  come  to  them  j  for,  unto  me,  they  would  not 
"  come.  They  kept  me  clofe  prifoner  in  my  cabin, 
*'  and  forced  me  to  take  an  oath  that  I  would  not  go 
**  into  England,  without  their  confent,  otherwife,  they 
"  would  have  caft  me  into  the  fea.  After  I  had  taken 
**  this  oath,  I  did,  by  wine,  gifts,  and  fair  words,  fo  work 
"  upon  the  mafter-gunner,  and  twelve  of  the  fac- 
**  tion,  that  I  won  ihem  to  defifl:  from  their  purpofes, 
"  and  intended,  when  I  returned  home,  to  procure 
'*  their  pardon;  and,  in  the  mean  while,  I  propofed 

« that 


I- 


(m)  It  were  to  be  wiflied  that  the  infinuation  that  God 
is  the  God  of  revenge  had  not  been  in  the  laft  fpeech  of 
one  who  profeffes  to  have  forgiven  all  men.  This  paflage 
lends  rather  to  leflen  than  increafe  the  force  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  fentence  :  **  I  defire  God  to  forgive  him,  as  1  expedt  to  be 
•'  tbrgiven."  Perhaps  thefe  words  induced  Mr.  Hume  to 
obfcrve  that,  on  the  fcaffbld,  Raleigh  endeavoured  to 
revenge  himfclf,  and  to  load  his  enemies  with  the  public 
liiitrcd. 
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that  I  would  difpoCe  of  fomeof  them,  in  Ireland  ;  to 
which  they  agreed,  and  would  have  gon«  into  the 
**  north  parts,  from  which  I  difluaded  thpm,  and  told 
•*  them  that  they  were  Redfhanks  who  inhabit  there,  fo 
•*  4rew  them  to  the  fouth  j  and  the  better  to  clear  my- 
'*  felf  of  them,  was  forced  to  give  them  an  hundred, 
*'  and  fifty  pounds,  at  Kinfale,  otherwife  I  had  never 
**  got  from  them." 

**  There  was  a  report  alfo  that  I  meant  not  to  go 

**  to  Guiana,  at  all ;  and  that  I  knew  not  of  any  mine, 

*'  nor  intended  any  fuch  matter  ;  but  only  to  get  my 

**  liberty,  which  I  had  not  the  wit  to  keep.    But  it 

*<  was  my  intent  to  go  for  gold,  for  the  benefit  of  his 

**  majefty,  myfelf,  and  thofe  who  went  with  me,  with 

•*  the  reft  of  my  countrymen  ;  although  he  that  knew 

«  the  head  of  the  mine  would  not  difcover  it,  when  he 

■«  faw  that  my  fon  was  flain  («),   but  made  himfelf 

«  away.    My  lord  of  Arundel !    You  being  in  the 

•*  gallery  of  my  (hip,  at  my  departure,  I  rpipember, 

**  you  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  faid  that  you  would 

•*  requeft  one  thing  of  me,  which  was  that  whether  I 

"  made  a  good  or  a  bad  voyage,  that  I  would  return 

**  again  into  England,  which  I  then  promifed,  and  gave 

«<  you   my    faith  that  I    would  (o).     Another  (lander 

**  wa?  raifed  of  me,  that  I  (hould  have  gone  away  from 

**  them,  and  have  left  them,  at  Guiana  j  but  there  were 

*'  a  great  many  worthy  men>  who  accompanied  me  al- 

"  ways,  as  ray  ferjeant-major,  and  divers  others  who 

'*  knew  it  was  none  of  my  intention.    Alfo,  it  hath 

*'  been  faid  that  I  (tinted  them  of  fre(h  water ;  to 

f*  which  I  anfwer  that  every  one  was  (?s  it  muft  be  in  a 

M  3  «*  (hip,) 

(n)  Here,  alfo,  the  reader  will  olpfcrve  that  Raleigh  did 
not  pretend  to  know  any  thing  of  the  mine. 

(o)  Arundel  anfwered  :  <♦  So  you  did,  it  is  true ;  and 
f*  they  were  ihe  laft  words  I  faid  to  you." 
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**  fhip,)  ftirniihed  by  meafure^  and  not  according  to 
*'  their  appetites.  This  courfe  all  fieamen  know  muft 
'<  be  ttfed  amongft  thcm»  and  to  thii  ftreight  were  we 
**  driven.  Another  opinion  was  held  that  I  carried 
*'  with  Rie  fizteen  thibufand  piece*  of  gold ;  and  tluit 
f'  all  the  voyage  1  intended  was  but  to  gain  my  liber<^ 
*'  ty,  and  this  money  into  my  hands.  But,  as  I  fliall 
**  anfwer  it  before  God,  I  had  no  more,  in  all  the 
''  world,  either  diredly,  or  indirectly,  than  one  hun- 
^'  dred  pounds :  whereof  I  gave  about  forty?five  pounds 
**  to  my  wife.  But  the  ground  of  this  falfe  report 
*'  was  that  twenty  thoufand  pounds  being  adventured, 
f*  and  but  four  thpufand  appearing  in  the  furveyor's 
«  books,  the  reft  had  my  hand  to  the  bills  for  divers 
^'  adventures ;  but,  as  I  hope  to  be  faved,  I  had  not  a 
"  penny  more  than  one  hundred  pounds.  Thefe  are 
"  the  material  points  {p)  I  thought  good  tp  fpeak  of, 
'*  lam,  at  this  inftant,  to  render  my  account  to  God, 
**  and  I  proteft,  as  I  ihall  appear  before  him,  that  this 
**  which  I  have  fpoken  of  is  true." 

**  I  will  borrow  but  ^  little  more  time  of  Mr.  She- 
f*  riff,  jthat  I  may  not  detain  him  too  long ;  and,  here- 
"  in,  I  fhall  fpeak  of  the  imputation  laid  upon  me 
f  through  the  jealoufy  of  the  people,  that  I  had  been 
f*  a  perfecutor  of  my  lord  pf  W^X  ;  that  I  rejoiced  in 
*'  his  death,  and  ilood  in  a  window  pver-againft  him 

.       ,  "  when 

(p)  It  is  remarkable  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  did  not,  on 
the  fcaffold,  take  the  leaft  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  com- 
inaiflion  which  impowered  him  to  make  difcoveries  in  the 
fouthern  quarters  of  America.  May  we  not,  without  the 
:(hadow  of  injuftice,  reprefent  this  filence,  (and,  particu- 
larly, when  no  other  material  points  of  vindication,  and  de- 
fence, are  unnoticed,)  as  a  proof  that  he  could  not  fincerely 
think  of  invalidating  one  opinion  of  the  court-partixans, 
yrho  aiTerted  that  the  tenor  of  the  cooimiflion  implied  that 
Raleigh  wa;  not  pardoned  ? 
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'*  when  hcfuffered  ;  and  puffed  out  tobacco,  io  deft- 
**  anceofhim;  w|ien»  as  Oop  U  my  witnefs,  that  I 
**  ihed  tears  for  him  when  he  died  j  and,  as  I  hope  to 
'*  look  God  in  the  face,  hereafter,  my  lord  of  Eflex 
*'  did  not  fee  my  face,  at  the  time  of  his  death }  for 
^*  I  was  far  off  in  the  Armory,  where  I  faw  him,  but  ht 
'<  faw  not  me.    It  is  true  that  I  was  of  a  contrary  fac* 
«  tion  ;  but  I  take  the  lame  Goo  to  witnefs  that  I  had 
**  no  hand  in  his  death,  nor  bare  him  any  ill  afiec* 
''  tion,  but  always  believed  that  it  would  be  better  for 
*<  me,  that  his  life  had  been  preferved  {q) ;  for  after 
'*  his  fall,  I  got  the  hatred  of  thofe  who  wifhed  me 
"  well  before ;  and  thofe  who  fet  me  againft  him  (r), 
"  fet  themfelves,  afterwards,  againft  me,  and  were  my 
<'  greateft  enemies ;  and  my  foui  hath  many  times 
<'  been  grieved  that  I  was  not  nearer  to  him  when  he 
*'  died  }  becaufe,  as  I  underftood  afterwards,  he  alked 
'*  for  me,  at  his  death,  and  defired  to  have  been  recon* 
«  ciled  to  me."  .    - .       . 

<'  And  now  I  intreat  that  you  all  will  join  with  me, 
**  in  prayer  to  that  great  God  of  Heaven,  whom  I  have 
f  *  grievoufly  offended,  (being  a  man  full  of  all  vanity, 
<<  who  hath  lived  a  finful  life,  in  fuch  callings  as  have 
'*  been  moft  inducing  to  it  ;  for  I  have  been  a  foldier, 
'' a  failor  and  a  courtier,  which  are  courfes  of  wick- 
"  ednefs,  and  vice,)  that  his  almighty  goodnefs  -  will 

M  4  ,^  "  for- 

{q)  Remarks  on  this  paflage,  and  the  events  which  gave 
rife  to  it,  have  been  made  in  the  io6th,  io?th,  loStfa, 
io9th>  iioth,  and  ff,ith  page,  of  the  fourth  volume  of  this 
work. 

(r)  If  we  adhere  to  the  literal  meaninjr  of  the  expreflion, 
it  will,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  reconcile  it  with  a  preceding 
fentence,  wherein  Raleigh  obferves  that  "  he  nev^r  bare 
"  EfTexany  ill  affe£tion.'^  It  fliould  feem  that  being  "  fet, 
**  againft  another,  ill  affection"  muft  follow,  as  the  natural 
con^quence. 
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"  forgive  me  ;  that  he  will  caft  away  my  (Ins  from 
"me;  and  that  he  will  receive  me  into  evcrUfting 
'*  life.  So,  I  take  my  l^ave  of  you  all,  making  my 
<•  peace  with  God  (/)." 

When  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  concluded  this  fpeech 
he  delivered  to  the  iherifF  the  following  written  fum* 
mary  of  it,  figned  with  his  own  hand,  and  intitled 
**  My  anfwer  to  fome  things,  at  my  death." 

**  I  did  never  receive  any  diredion  from  my  lord 
'*  Carew,  to  make  my  efcape ;  nor  did  I  ever  tell  Stuc* 
**  ley  any  fuch  thing.  I  did  never  name  my  lord  Hay, 
**  and  my  lord  Carew,  to  Stucley*  in  other  words,  or 
**  fenfe,  than  as  my  honourable  friends,  amongft 
"  other  lords.  I  did  never  fhew  unto  Studey,  any 
**  letter  wherein  there  were  ten  thoufand  pounds 
'<  named,  or  any  one  pound  j  only  1  told  him  that  I 
*^  hoped  to  procure  payment  of  his  debts,  in  his 
f*  abfence.  I  never  had  a  commifllon  from  the  French 
"  king.  I  never  faw  the  French  king's  hand,  or  feal^ 
*f  in  my  Ufel  I  never  had  any  plot,  or  pradice  with 
f<  the  French,  either  directly,  or  indiredly,  nor  with 
**  any  other  prince,  or  ftate,  unknown  to  the  king; 
f*  My  true  intent  was  to  go  to  a  mine  uf  gold,  in 
*'  Gtiiana  ;  it  was  not  feigned ;  but  it  is  true  that  fuch 
'<  a  mine  there  is,  within  three  miles  of  Saint  Thome. 
'<  I  never  had  in  my  thought  to  go  from  Tripid^do, 
*'  and  leave  my  companies,  to  come  afterwards  to  the 
<*  favage  ifland,  as  Hatby  Fearne  hath  falfely  reported. 
f'  I  did  not  carry  with  roe  an  hundred  pieces.    I  had 

•'with 


(s)  This  fpeech  is  copied  partly  from  a  manufcript  in 
the  rlarleian  library,  partly  from  a  manufcript,  lately  in 
the  poifeflion  of  Mr.  Oldys,  and  partly  from  printed  Mat- 
ter. As  each  of  thefe  fupplied  what  was  wanting  in  the 
others,  it  is  fuflicient  to  inform  the  reader  that  no  confidera- 
ble  variations  are,  here,  inferted. 
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**  with  me  about  fixty  ;  and  brought  back  near  the 
'*  fameMiumber.  I  never  fpeak  to  the  French  Manourte 
^  any  one  difloyal  word,  or  dilhonourable  fpeech  of 
**  the  king ;  nay,  if  I  had  not  loved  the  king  truly, 
*'  and  trufted  in  his  goodnefs  fomewhat  too  much,  I 
**  know  that  I  had  not  now  fuffered  death.*' 

*'  Thefe  things  are  mod  true  {  as  there  is  a  God  i 
'*  and  as  I  am  now  to  appear  before  his  judgement-feat ; 
'*  where  I  renounce  all  mercy,  and  falvation,  if  this  be 
**  not  .truth.    W.  Raleigh  (/). 

Sir  Waher  now  prepared  for  death,  and  having  in- 
treated  the  lord  Arundel  to  befeech  the  king  that  he 
would  prevent  the  publication    of   fuch  writings  as 
might  be  calculated  bafely  to  afperfe  the  memory  of 
one  whom  he  had  doomed  *o  fuffer,  added  *<  I  have  a 
**  long  journey  to  go,  and,  therefore,  muft  take  my 
'*  leave."    Having  pulled  off  his  coat,  and  doublet,  he 
direded  the  executioner  to  ihew  him  the  Axe,  and, 
perceiving  that  he  hefitated  to  comply  with  this  demand, 
exclaimed  **  I  pray  thee  let  me  fee  it.    Doll  thou  think 
'*  that  I  am  afraid  of  it  ?"  He  then  looked,  with  a  ferene 
fmile  towards  the -SheriflF,  and  extending  the  fatal  in- 
ftrument  in  hb  hand,  obferved  **  This  is  a  (harp  Medi- 
'*  cine,  but  it  is  a  found  cure  for  all  difeafes."  He,  next, 
intreated  the  fpedators  to  pray  to  God  that  he  would 
gracioufly  vouchfafe  to  ftrengthen,and  aiTift  him  in  the 
hour  of  death.    The  Elxecutioner  now  fell  upon  his 
knees,  and  defired  his  forgivenefs,  when  Raleigh,  lay- 
ing his  hand,  gently,  upon  his  Ihouldcr,  faid  "  It  is 
**  granted."    Being  afked  in  what  manner  he  would 
extend  himfelfon  the  block,  heanfwered  **  So  the  Heart 
**  be  right,  it  is  no  matter  how  the  head  lies."    As  he 
(looped  to  prepare  himfelf  for  the  laft  fuiFerings,  his 
own  Cloak  was  fpread  under  him.     After  a  fhort  paufe, 

he, 


(/)*  Raleigh's  Remains. 
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hf,  by  lifting  up  .hja  lunds,  g^ve  thfi  rig^J<)r.die 

ftrokfi  and /ntjwQ.blev^lk  Wf  bw4  wMj fw^rfd: ftom 

.tb«  body.    Wh^Pv  i^  M  been,ib(ewq,  dn  cMb  fidft  «f 

tb«  fc«ffbl4k  it  w«8  cffpyeyed  away  in  a  DNntrning 

^C9a9h»..v^bi«:b  had.  beAn  feint  for  d^it  puifwlfif  l^ihe 

lady  Raleigh.    Thf  j  bwjy ,  ref i^fd  iAt^roMiit  utitfatn 

the  chftnc«l»  and  jie^CrthieraltAr  ci£  UM,duii!ck.i)£  Sitnt 

,M$rgar^»  z%  Weftminto  i  but  ihf  heaxliKai.  prefecved 

J9  $  q$fe>  during,  ihe  li^*tim$  ^  qC  hi9^  unhap^  ^uri- 

dow,  who  furvived  the  eiEe^utioii .  of  her  huHNind, 

|«rel^yrnin^  yf  ar^y    At^h^i^df^setf^yit  M^as. taken,  and 

alterwardji».kept»  wirh>e«^p4  YieRQtafiony  by.  her.fba 

.Car<?¥f#.with  iwhoo^  it  i9  i^CC^ded  to  Jbave  been,  bu- 

Utd-{u),       dii^^mQi--  <...!-■.        ■.'■:'■-,-    ■-  ■  ^  :pfii* 

ti;hi9  p^riiM,  it  the  «ge«.of/  fixcyrfiir  years.  Sir 

WftUep.  R»kigh:(*),  aiviftin*  to  the  refentm^nt  of  tht 

*    .  .fc  ^TiiOy  <-i  .'-   ..,.'.  ..-t  ^Ci;-*!     '.--Spani- 

.......  1-^  iri     -r.    1  i-Ti- '     ■.'■■-W   ^       '■  i  .'-'•,       > 

«-'"•■      :      •  ■.-,=      .  .      .       .. 

^    if),  Mr*  OMyf'r«<n»r^MH«tMjt|iApgbit.wat.initgifted,b)r 
'  Anthony  .J^opd*  thatOirc^y  Ral^i^  w^  |burie4  *^  We(- 

■'icrted, 
that 

CM!nthat>at  .tbe  biirlAV  die  bead.  qE  Six  Waker  Raleigb, 
which  hid  been  ,kepfi»by,  Carp v^>  W^i.  put  i$iQ  the  grave, 
withlhec^rnfcpCt^  Utter.  .,,,  ^,  ., 

]^f.  t^ic^^ak^  agentiem^in  who'ii^fidied  on  ^e  ^(|t!("e, 
reniaarked^  in  #  letter 'addrefRd  ro'  a  firieind,  t|ia1|t^<  %f«  Ve- 
idly  beUeved  that  the  head  wKicb  h<^Vaw  ^ip^  vp'^^ 
.in  the  year».  oi^  t)i/9U^Qd»  feven  htindked,  and' thretf-;  fironi 
the  iide  of  a. grave  wherein,  a  Carcw  Ra|figh  h^d  been 
buried,  was  that  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^  there  being  no 
bones  of  a  body  to  }{^  nor  room  ifor  any  |iones,  as  the  reft 
of  that  fide  of  the  grive  was  firm  chalk.**'  •  • 

(je)  Harkin  MS.^The  celebnnMd  1/fo.  Walpole  hath 

obferved  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  "  imitated  the  death  of 

**  EiTcx  more  wonhily.thftn  he  beheld  it  */'  and,  with  cqp- 

'^  _  .-•"  cern 

•  Royal,  end  Noble  Authors,  V,  I ,  p.  1 4.7,  Article 
Effex. 
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SpaniArds,  and  to  the  fordid  pufillanimity  of  his  fove** 
rcifpaywha  eager  to  accompbifa  the  mafriagcof  the 

cen^inuft  it  be  added,  more  worthily  than  he  eneompafled 
it.    Mr.  Hupe  remarks  %  that  "  yrith  the  utmoft  indiffer-r 
**  ence,  he  laid  his  head  upon  the  block,  and  reiceived  the 
**  fatal  blow.     Ahd,  In  his  death,  there  appeared  the  fame 
**  great,  hot  iU-7ej;ulatedmbd,  which,  doring  hit  lift,  bad 
*'  dUjpdayed  itfelf  in  all  hi^  conduft,  and  behaviovr."    We 
inuft  confels  that  we  want  penetration:  fufficienModiiefvffv 
the'leaft  mark  of  thuntmoft  indiflference.  Jft  appears  not  ei* 
therin  his  ipeech,  or  at  the  moment  of  his  ^  exit.    The 
idei'  which  is  fuggefted  to  us  of  a  **  great,  but  ill-regulated 
**  Mind»"ibottld  bo  guarded  againft,  when  it  proMeds  firoim 
a  philofo||her,  to  whofe  ieft  it  werearaifery  lobelodg; 
He  calls  in  queftion  the  iblen^naflertions  of  Raleigh  that 
he  had  not  contributed  to  the  death  of  EiiH  i  yet  mentio^ 
the  **  Appearand  of  k  great  Mbid."    It  it  ftr  to  an  extreme, 
firom  being  great,  in  any  ftnie  whatlbevtr  that  can  be  pot 
upon  the^irord.    We  niaAM:  this  o^fierfttien:  under  the  eott^ 
jefiture  that  Raleigh  vias  acceffary  to  the  fiite  of  ^flex.    In 
this  light,  we  can  perceive  oiily  a  bffe,  .and  inf^al  mind  : 
an  horrid  mixture  of  ithe  mt(t  abominable  cowardice,,  and 
the  iffloft  defpetiito  airtiacity.    JPettring  the  cehfuire  of  hii 
felloDMnreatttces  mqre^tiuui  he  drieaded  t|le  Teigeanee  Of 
hi^  Goo,  Raleigh  rnfliep  into  his  l^iMj^ftience^  after  the 
ppiitive  denial  of;an  eftabliibed  h€t,    Fonheiakeof  ar* 
gfkftient,  be  it  allowed  that  this  unhappv  main  was  innocent 
6f  that  particular  crime;  the  protturement  of  the  death  of 
Effex.    Amidft  the  ailertions  of  that  iiiiioeeiDce,  do  we  pe#« 
ceiivf  .a^r*'  iU-re^fubied  mind  )**  Is  it  *'  iib-ferulatcd"  tfit\t^ 

ftivt  iilce  a  Chriflian  P  Or,  is  it "  great,"  in  the  laft  moqieat  of 
ife,  tobid  the  furb  Fountain,  op  all  Truth,  bear 
witticfi  to  a  lalfity  ?  In  whichfoever  form,  we  receive  the  bb^ 
fcrvation  of  Mr.  Hume,  we  receive  it  recking  with  die  wbr^ 
9f  poifons.  In  cliarity  to  a  celebrated  indvviiuial,  (fer  whefe 
aaemory  we  retain  all  proper  veneration,)  let  us  foppofe 
that  he  had  overldoked  the  tendency  of  this  renttrk.  Jt 
is  howterer  heceflary  that  we  fhould  endeavour  to  confute  It. 
Amendment,  and  not  corruptron,  muft  be  the  leading  view 
9f  hiftory.  Why  will  not  the/ceptical  philofopher  proceed 
upon  the  fame  ground  ? 

X  Hiftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  6.  p.  99. 
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prince  of  Wales  with  the  infanta,  appeared  content  to 
leal  their  union  with  the  J>Iood  of  one  of  the  gr«ateft# 
and  ipofl;  ferviceable  fubjeCts  in  the  kingdom.  Al- 
though the  late  commiflion  did  not  imply  a  pardon, 
yet  the  people,  who  beheld  with  horror  the  execution 
of;  a  fevere,  and  long  fufpended  fentence?  and  were 
unanimoui^y  di%uAed  at  the  profpe^  of  the  approach- 
ing nuptials,  declared,  in  loud  murmurs,  that  even 
the  common  feelings  of  humanity  might  have  diSated 
iO' James  the  neceflity  of  a  pardojn,  and  that  fear,  in- 
difcretion,  baroafi^y^  and  injuftipe,  ha4  accelerated  the 
ifate  of  Raleigh.  The  ^haraSer  of  tliis,  a^tcompliihed 
hero  may  be  gathered  from  tfaofe  incidents  of  his  lifti 
yfhich  are  irelatied'  in  the  courfe  of  6ut  memoir,  A^^ 
hedng  to  the  ju^  butpainjivl  (l^ly^^pf  an  Wdfif^^i 
wifij^y^  a|i^adx  expatiatej)  o^  jt^qf^^^^  in  hi& 

iqiqtiidiid;,  .whic£  1  iff m-  ^he  moft  repcdaphable,  Let  ua 
HAW  retire  from  the  inveftigation  of  criines  which  ftrike 
tie  mind- v^th  horror,  and  aftonifli^ent.  In  f)^e 
tndi^  pleafing  ^^  of  the  pi^^y^  i^y  be  perceive^ 
l^qoj'fortitude  V  a  well  dir^^i^  miru^Ey  &UI  »  apro- 
ifou^  knovfIedge;of  the  haii^a4isdnrttirKft^gi^eaiou9  pre^ii* 
ledion  £or  the  fea^feivicfe,  uni^d  witlialeneroifs'^tf; 
tachmeht  toiRt  failbii,'  an^a  firm  irtajiitcAarjcje  ^fpfPn 
per  difcipline  ^  ,|  <d|^;ree  of  le^rnipg ,  y^hich  few^  9^  :ih^ 
riii^li  of  genjus,  whp  flouriihed  duriiig  the  laft.xeft*! 
tiify^!  have  been  cajpablie  of  reafChii(g;;#1i|^Me  expeKietictf 
in  thfe  myfteries  of  govcrnm*ni;/J ;  a  idv«  ibf .  ki^t^^ 
|iei^etually  ftiiijulated  by  unreniiulng  ardour  in  the 
iq^e  of  fame;  the.  heroiOp  of  the *mirtd  which  no 
amtdion  could  lupprefs ;  an  unabated  determination 
t6  encourage  hope,  (when  every  fututieprofped  appearetf 
afignal  for  de^pait  j  a  calmV^but  yj|<^ou$'efer^^  of 
di^uHvc  talpn(s,  amidft  the  imbeciJity  of  agt,  the 
jatitacks  of  iipl^ners^  and  the  Horrors  of  Imprifonment; 

the 
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the  mild,  and  juftly-regulated  indulgence  of  a  boun* 
teoii3:.rmaib&r;.theJt»ld^^^^ 

ties  of  an  admiring  hufband  ;  the  unremitted,  yet  af- 
fedionate  obfervance  of  parental  duties ;  an  inviolable 
adherence  to  all  tfie  ls(ii«r  which  ire  conne^d  with  tlie 
neceflity  of  filial  reveretriie  ;  the  rigid  prefervation  of 
thofe  exalted  ties  which  have  united  men  in  honour- 
able friendfhips ;  the  agreeable  addrefs  of  an  accom- 
pli(hed  gentleman ;  and  the  innocent,  but  fportive 
humour  of  the  gay  companion.  Sycji  were  the  ,vij- 
td%s,  and  the  (^alvties  of  Raleigh^.  Amidft  the  reeol- 
ledions  of  his  errors,  may  thefe  be  nOt  forgotten  {y)  \ 

(y)  The  fate  of  the  Lord  Cobham,  and  Sir  Lewis  Stuc- 
ley,  the  perlidious  friends  of  Raleigh,  is  too  fingular  to  be 
omitted. .  Cobhaan,  onc^  in  pofleflion  of  an  iacome  amount- 
ing to  feven  thoufand  pounds,  died,  ftarved  to  death,  naked, 
and  covered  with  verwiin,  in  a  room  afcended  by  a  ladder, 
at  the  houfe  of  a.  poor  woman,  (who  had  formerly,  been  his 
laundrefs,)  in  the  Minories.  This  relation  comes  from  the 
authority  of  William,  earl  of  Pembroke.  The  king,  to 
whom  the  eftate  of  Cobham  fhould  have  efcheated,  was^ 
fraudulently  deprived  of  it ;  and  therefore  could  give  him 
no  maintenance,  except  from  the  crown-revenues  1  a  cba- 
rity  which  was  refufed  to  him.  Lady  Cobham  poi&iled  «n 
inimenfe  fortune,  yet  would  not  grant  to  her  hu(b,and  the 
crumbs  whieh  fell  firom  her  table.-:— Previous  to  the  expira- 
tion of  a  year  firom  the  time  of  his  having  been  bribed 
to  betray  Raleigh,  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  was  detected,  in  th^ 
palace,  at  Whitehall,,  clipping  the  very  pieces  of  gold 
which  had  been  paid  to  him,  as  the  wages  of  guilt 
He  was  tried,  and  fentenced  to  be  hanged,  but,  having  fold 
all  his  effects,  even  to  his  fhirt,  for  the  purpofe  of  buying 
a  pardon,  he  obta,ined  the  royal  mercy,  through  the  inter- 
eft  of  two  knights.  He,  then,  efcaped  from  the  view,  and 
contempt  of  his  fellow-creatures  to  the  ifle  of  Lundy,  on 
the  river  Severn,  where  he  died,  a  viQim  to  the  compli- 
cated evils  of  beggary,  and  madnefs. 
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'Naval,  Commercial,  ind  MisczLLAKSdim 
TitAHSACTioNs^duriii^the  Reig^  of  Charles, 
the  First.  . 

T  the  demife  of  James,  Charles,*  Prince  of 
Wales,  fucceed^  to  the  throoe,  amidft  the 
general  approbation  of  his  fubjeds  (a).  He  was 
in  the  flower  of  his  age,  and  endued  with-  confi- 
derable  abilities,  of  which  he  had  made  lb  prudent  a 
ule,  from  the  period  at  which  ^he  S»pani(h  match  was 
broken  oflF,  that  he  became  the  favourite  of  the  peo- 
ple (3).    His  father  left  him  in  a  (ituation  exceedingly 

perplex- 

(«)  Frankland's  Annals,  p.  107.— Clarendon's  hiftory  of 
the  rebellion.    Oxford,  171a.  8vo.  V.  i.  p.  22—24,--— 
Rafliworth,  V.  i.  p.  i65.--^ampbeirs  Lives  of  ihe  Adat- 
rals,  V.  2.  p.  104. 

(h)  M^ilfon's  Hiftory  of  king  James,  in  Kennet,  p.  779, 
yfikk—* Franklamfs  Annals,    p.  93.— >Rapin,  V.   2.  Folio, 
p.  22^,  229.— Sir  P.  Warwick's  Memoirs.-*^ee  the  parlia- 
mentary 
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iierpkking.  fhe  government  was  ihvdvcd  in  debt } 
a  War  with  Spiirt  hid  juft  cbihAittnced^  and 'the  duke 
of  bttckirfghim,  yet  ih  poffefliod  of  the  poft  of  prime- 
minifter,  remained  irt  bbjed  of  the  general  hatred  {c). 
At  this  abrming  crifis,  all  points  were  fufajeft  to 
wrong  confttiidiOns. '  Eight  thoufand  nlen,  railed  for 
the  fervice  of  the  Falatiifate,  were  dir^ded  to  repair  to 
Plymouth,  and,  during  their  march  thither,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country  received  orders  to  lupply  them 
with  coat,  and  cohdod-mOiley,  of  whith  they  yrttt 
pr^niifed  a  repayment  frOm  the  Exthequer.  't'fae  be- 
haviour of  the  troOps  was  liceritious  to  an  ettreme, 
and  the  long  continuance  of^^eaCe  made  it  a|)pear  a 
greater  evil.  At  lehgth,  the  clain6iir  rofe  to  (bch  a 
violent  degree,  that  Charles,' cdiiclading  that  the  mea- 
fure  would  be  fatisTa£k6ry  to  the  fubjeds  who  had  been 
particularly  aggrieved,  iflued  a  commiffioii  for  the  exe- 
cution of  cnartial  law,  which,  inftead  of  being  confi- 
dered  as  a  remedy,  proved  the  caufe  of  murmurs  mOre 
violent  than  any  of  the  former  {d). 

It  muft  be  confeiTed  that  whilft  Buckingham  retained 
any  influence  at  the  council-board,  every  odious  pro- 
ceeding WAS  attributed  to  him ;  andTuch  were  the  pre- 
judices which  the  nation. had  conceived  iigiaioft  htm, 

that 

^    •  ■  .  »     ■ 

xnentanr  Hiftory  of  England,  (V.  6.)  where  the  whole  of  the 
bttfineis  relatiag  to  the  Spaniih  match;  the  ihare  which  the 
piiice  of  Wales,  and  the  duke  of  Bockingimm  took  therein^, 
in  parliament,  and  the  effeds  which  it  produced,  are  ably, 
and  accurately  treated.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,' 
y.  a.  p.  104. 

(c)  Clarendon,  V.  i .  p.  a^.— *Bulftrode's  Memoirs  of  the 
rei^n  of  Charles  the  firft,  o.  a5.—iSir  P.  Warwick's  me- 
moirs, p.  16.— CamjpbeU's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V:  z. 
p.  104. 

(J)  Ruihworth,  V.  i.  p.  168.— Whitlocke's  Memorials, 
p.  I. — Kennet,  V.  3.  p.  4.^— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Ad^ 
mirals,  V.  2.  p.  105. 
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that  all  ads  in  .which,  he  was  fufpe^d  to  have  heen 
concerned  were  regarded  as  grievances.  Of  this  cir- 
cunoilance  no  perfon  within  the  kingdom  felt  the 
force  more  irrefiftibly  than  the  fovereign,  and  yet  in 
confequence  of  an  infatuation  which  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  account  for,  he  extended  his  affe^ion,  and  his 
truft  to  that  afpiring  favourite,  with  even  lefs  referve 
than  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed  it,  ^.^^•^„ 

The  treaty  of  marriage  between  Charles,  and  the 
princefs  Henrietta-Maria,  daughter  to  Henry,  the 
fourth,  of  France,  had  been  concluded,  during  the 
life-time  of  James  the  firft,  and,  after  his  deceafe, 
the  young  king  was  efppufed  to  her,  by  proxy.  ,  In 
June,  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  (ix  hundred,  and 
twenty-five,  Buckingham  fet  fail,  in  Order  to  attend 
her,  with  the  royal  navy,  and,  foon  afterwards,  con- 
duced her  to  Dover.  From  thence,  (he  proceeded  to 
Canterbury,  where  the  marriage  was  confummated.  On 
the  fixteentb  of  the  fame  month  the  royal  pair  entered 
London,  privately,  the  plague  daily  increafing  within 
the  fuburbs  (e).  It  was  not  long  before  an  unfortunate 
tranfadion  rendered  this  nurriage  difgufting  to  the 
people,  and,  as  the  fubjed  falls  particularly  under  our 
cognizance,  we  (hall  explain  it^  with  all  its  material 
circumftances,  to  the  reader. 

The  marquis  d*Effiat,  ambaflador  from  the  court 
of  France,  to  that  of  England,  had  reprefented  to  James, 
the  firft,  that  the  power  of  the  Catholic  king  in  Italy, 
was  dangerous  to  all  Europe,  and  that  his  fovereign  was 

deilrous 

(e)  Stowe*s  Annals,  continued  by  Howes,  p.  1041.— 
L'Eftrange's  hiftory  of  Charles  the  firft,  p.  6. — Dupleix. 
tilfloire  de  Louis,  le  jufte,  p.  254.— Relation  of  the  Tri- 
umphs, and  CeremonJes  obfervcd  at  the  marriage  of  Charles, 
and  Henrietta  Maria ;  London,  1625.  Quarto.— Campbells 
Xives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  105. 
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dcfirous  of  curtailing  it,  but,  being  deftitute  of  a  fuffi^ 
cient  naval  force,  propofed  to  borrow  a  fmall  number 
of  Engliih  ihips,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  execute  the 
defign  which  he  had  formed  againft  Genoa  (f),  *1^ 
this  meafure/  Charles,  foon  after  his  acceflSon,  gave  hit 
aflent ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Great  Neptune,  i 
man  of  war,  commanded  by  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges^ 
and  fix  merchant  (Kips,  each  of  the  burthen  of  either 
three,  or  four  hundred  tons,  ihould  be  fent  to  the  a(^ 
fiftance  of  the  French.  The  equipment  of  thik  fleet 
gave  rife  to  an  application  from  the  inhabitants  of  Ro-^ 
chelle,whd  fignified  that  they  had  juft  grounds  to  appre<* 
hend  that  the  EngUfh  fquadron  would  be  employed  for 
the  dedrudion  of  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  France,  in^ 
ftead  of  the  diminution  of  the  Spanifli  power,  within 
the  ftafes  of  Italy. 

As  the  duke  of  Buckingham  knew  that  thefe  opera^ 
tions  would  prove  difguftmg  to  Pennington,  the  admiral 
of  the  fleet,  and  to  the  owntrs  of  the  (hips,  he  gate 
thenn  prhrate  inftniQ^ohs^  contrary  to  the  ptiblic  a^* 
gireetiient  with'Fr«n€«j  wiierdby  th^y  were  dire^ed  n^t 
toferv^agiiihftRbchelti;  biM,  on  theif  arrival^  vHXht 
Month  of  May^  at  a  French,  port,  they  were  infbrmed 
by  tlie  duke  of  Monthiorettcy,  that  they  Were  intended 
to  ferve,  and  abfotutely  (honld  ferv^  dgaind  Roehelte; 
In  confequence  of  this  imperious  lir^  'r/i/ate,  the  EngUflt 
faitots,  on  board  the  fleet,  figned,  (what  th^y  ternfi  A 
round  Robin,)  a  paper,  expreiTive  of  their  Refolution 
not  to  engage  in  that  fervice.     Their  names  were. 

Vol,  IV.  N  writ- 


(/)  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  ai. — ^Memoirs  of 
the  dvke  of  RoJian,  @pok  a.  p.  io8.-~ 'kennett  V.  3.  p.  6* 
— Ru(hworth's  Colleaion,   V.  1.  p.  174— — L.'Eftran^e's 

|ii(lory  of  Charles  the  6rft,  p.  56,  57. CampbeU's  Lives 

of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  106. 
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written  in  a  circle,  that  it  might  not  be  dtfcerned  wh6 

made  the  firft  fignature. 

When  this  meafure  had  been  carried  inta  execution, 
Pennington  flood  out  to  fea,  with  the  whole  fquadron, 
aiid  returned  into  the  Downs,  at  the  commencement  «f 
July.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  addrefled  a  letter  ta 
Buckingham,  and  deftred  to  be  excufed  from  bearing  a 
part  in  fo  painful,  and  diflionourable  a  fervice.  The 
duke,  without  either  acquainting  thcP  king,  or  con- 
fulting  the  council,  direded  the  lord  Conway,  who, 
during  that  period,  was  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  fend  an 
exprcfs  to  Pennington,  and  commanded  him  to  refign 
a^U  the  (hips  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  As  this  pro- 
ceeding had  no  effed,  Buckingham,  furreptitioufly,  and, 
yet  concealing  from  the  king  the  plan  of  operations 
again  Rochelle,  prevailed  on  him  to  fend,  in  writing,  a 
repetition  of  thofe  orders  which  had  been  tranfmitted 
to  the  Englifli  admiral.  In  confequence  of  the  royal 
interpofition,  Pennington  failed,  a  fecond  time,  to  Di- 
eppe, where,  according  to  bis  inftnifkions,  the  mer- 
chantmen were  delivered  to  the  French ;  but  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando  Gorges,  who  commanded  the  royal  (hip,  weighed 
anchor,  and  put  to  Tea.  AH  the  crews,  except  a 
gunner  {g),  now  deferted  from  the  fervice,  and  re- 
turned to  England.  The  veflels  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  French,  and  were  actually  employed  againft  Ro- 
chelle^ to  the  great  diflionour  of  the  nation,  and  con- 

<  trary 


(g)  This  man  was  afterwards  killed  in  charging  a  Cannon 
beiScMre  Rochelle*.  Mr.  Hume,  who  deicribes  him  as 
finely  preferring  his  duty  towards  his  kins  to  the  caufe  of  re- 
ligion, obferves  that  the  care  which  historians  have  taken 
to  record  this  iirivoIoUs  event,  proves  with  what  pleafure  the 
News  was  received  in  England. 

•  Frankland,  p.  109.  — Ruihworth,  V.  i.  p.  175,  176, 
&c.  325,  326,  &c. 
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trary  to  the  intention  of  the  king.  This  tranfadion 
increafed  ttie  popular  difcontent,  and,  at  length,  formed 
an  article  of  the  impeacfanient  againft  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  {X). 

We,  now,  enter  oh  the  relation  of  a  fea-engage* 
ment,  and  (hall  prefent  it  to  the  reader,  chiefly  in  the 
words  of  an  officer  who  was  prefent. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  January,  in  the  year,x>nethou- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-JSve,  the  Eriglifll,  and 
Dutch  (hips  (/)  being  in  the  road  of  Gombroon,  there 
arrived  a  fmall  frigate,  belonging  to  a  place  called 
Chowle,  which  was  then  at  war  with  the  Portuguefe. 
When  ihe  had  anchored  between  the  main,  and  Ormus, 
captain  Weddel  fent  Mr.  Andrew  Evans,  in  a  fmall 
boat,  to  inquire  from  what  harbour  her  commander 
had  failed  lad,  and  whether  he  could  give  any  intelli- . 
gence  concerning  the  l^ortuguefe  Armada.  He  anfwefed 
that  he  came  from  a  town  diftant  about  eight,  or  ten 
leagues  from  Ckowle,  and  fituated  to  the  Southward  of 
it ;  that  his  frigate  was  laden  with  pepper,  and  other 
merchandize ;  •  and  that,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Ja* 

N  a  nuary^ 

{/i)  Frankland,  p.  1 56.-*-Ketinet's  compleat  hiftory  of 
England,  V.  3.  p.  6.--^aptain  John  Pennington's  letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  from  on  board  the  Vanguard, 
in  the  Downs,  July  ay,  i62$.-^abala,  p.  350.— The  moft 
diftin6t  account  is  to  be  gathered  out  of  the  feventh,  and 
eighth  articles  exhibited  againft  the  duke  of  Buckingham, 
by  the  houfe  of  commons^  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fit 
hundred,  an^  twenty-fix  ;  and  the  (beech  of  Mr.  Glanvill 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  faid  articles.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  106,  107,  108. 

(i)  Thefe  were,  of  Engli/h  veffels,  the  Royal-Jamea^ 
admiral  j  the  Jonas,  Vice-admiral ;  the  Star,  rear-admiral  ; 
and  the  Eagle.  John  Weddel  was  the  commander  in  chief. 
The  Dutch  fquadron  confided  of  the  South-Holland,  ad- 
miral ;  the  Bantam,  vice-admiral  ;  the  Maud  of,  Dort, 
rear-admiral ;  and  the  Weafope.  The  chief  commander 
was  Albert  Becker. 
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nuary,  at  he  was  off  Cape  G>rciell,  and  between  the 
coaft  of  India,  and  Cape  Jacques,  he  difcovered,  to  the 
Leeward,  eight  large  galleons,  and  feveral  frigates,  the 
laft  of  which  gave  chace,  but  could  not  come  up  with 
hino,  as  he  had  taken  (helter,  in  ihallow  water,  near 
the  (hore. 

At  day-break,  and,  on  the  thirty- firft  of  January, 
t^e  EnglUh>  and  Dutch  fleets  beared  the  difcharge  of 
three  pieces  of  Ordnance,  at  Kilhme  Caftle,  the  ga- 
vernour  of  which  had  pronfifed  captain  Weddel  that, 
if  he  difcovered  any  (hips,  he  would,  by  firing  thrice, 
give  the  fignal  of  their  approach. 

A  mariner  was  nc^w  fent  up  to  the  top-maft-head  of 
the  Royal  James,  from  whence  he  difcovered  eight 
fail  of  ihips,  attended  by  feveral  frigates.  Weddel 
then  gave  orders  that  the  bloody  colours  (hould  be' 
hoifted,  and  a  gun  difcharged,  as  a  warning  foir  all 
^e  fleet  to  put  themfelves  in  readinefs.  At  the  fame 
tim^,  the  Dutch  weighed  anchor,  aud  getting  under 
fail,  uood  towards  the  enemy,  whofe  intention  was  tQ 
bear  down  upon  them  unprepared.  But  their  hopes 
were  fruftrated. 

Towards  eight  at  night,  it  became  cftlm,  and  the 
Engliih  iquadron  caft  anchor,  when  the  commander 
of  tkft  Dutch  ihips  fent  the  mafl«r  of  the  South-Hol^ 
land,  and  feveral  merchants  on  board  the  Royal- James, 
to  afli  the  opinion  of  captain  Weddel,  concerning  the 
fleet  he  had  juft  defcried.  He  anfwered  that  it  was 
the  Portuguefe  Armada,  which  had  been  two  years 
preparing  to  intercept  the  Dutch,  and  Englifli ;  that 
thefe  formidable  a^verfaries  were  now  arrived  from 
Goa,  flufhed  with  the  hopes  of  vidory,  and  intended, 
ihoukl  their  previous  attempts  become  fuccefsful,  to 
dired  their  hoftilities  againft  Ormus,  Kilhme,  and  Gom- 
broon, to  deilroy  the  fettled  trade  of  the  inhabitants, 

and 


ILLUSTRIOUS  SEAMEN,  &c.    197 

and  to  extirpate  them  with  ruin,  and  dilhenour.  He< 
added  that  he  was  determined  tcr  engage  the  Portuguefey 
whilil  he  had  an  individual  alive,  withih  his  (hip,  and 
he  did  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  all  ethers,  under 
his  command,  had  formed  the  fame  laudable  refolu- 
tion.  The  Dutch  replied  that  they  would  fupport  the 
Engliih,  by  every  brave,  and  vigorous  effort,  within 
their  power. 

On  the  ^rft  of  February,  the  South-Holland,  the 
Bantam,  the  Maud,  and  the  Weafope,  fet  fail,  almoft 
an  hour  before  the  appearance  of  day,  and  were  foon 
followed  by  the  EngliHi  fquadron  ;  but  the  Dutch  ad- 
miral being  far  a-head,  fired  the  firft  (hot  at  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  returned  it  by  a  difcharge  of  three  guns. 

The  contending  fleets  were  now  within  a  ihort  dif- 
tance  of  each  other,  when  it  fell  calm^  in  confequence 
of  which  event,  our  (hips  could  not  be  worked,  but  as 
the  tide  fet  them,  fo  that  when  the  Portuguefe  were 
board,  and  board,  they  had  a  great  advantage  over 
us,  by  the  aififtance  of  their  frigates,  which  often 
towed  them  clear  of  each  other  ;  an  affiftance  that  we 
greatly  wanted.    Thus  we  lay,  during  four,  or  five 
hours,  difcharging  our  ordnance  at  each  other ;  whiift 
the  frigates  plyed  us  inceflantly  with  their  fmall  (hot. 
Towards  the  evening  a  bri(k  gale  arofe  ;  yet  the  ene- 
lAy  was  to  Windward,  and  the  Admiral,  and  viee- 
adnural  of  the  Portuguefe  endeavoured  to  board  the 
Royal-James.   Captain  Weddel,  perceiving  their  inten- 
tions, commanded  the  mafter  of  his  (hip  to  bear  a  lit- 
tle ladcing,  in  order  to  feparate  them  from  each  other, 
that  he  might  have  room  to  pafs  between  them.     The 
vice-admiral  of  the  enemy,  obferving  that  the  Royal- 
James  bore  up,  advanced  towards  this  (hip,  when,  fud- 
denly,  captain  Weddel,  obferving  a  poflibility  that  he 
might  fall  to  Windward  of  him,  caufed  his  mizen,  and 

N  3  mizen- 
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mizen-top-faily  to  be  fet,  and  foon  afterwards  wea- 
thered him,  edging  clofe  up  with  the  admiral,  and  be- 
ing within  mu(ket-fhot  of  both.  The  Portuguefe  ad- 
miral put  to  (lay,  by  which  means  the  Royal  James 
got  the  wind  of  him  alfo,  and  came  fo  near  under  his 
Hem,  that  his  bo^ts  were  clofe  at  the  fide  of  ou<-  (hip, 
as  (he  (heered  by.  We  now  poured  into  him  a  whole 
broad-fide,  (every  (hpt  raking  him  fore  and  aft,) 
and  then  f:acked,  and  ftood  after  him.  During  this  en- 
gagement, which  lailed  until  live  in  the  evening,  eight 
of  the  mariners,  belonging  to  the  Royal  James,  were 
killed,  and  others  received  flight  grounds.  On  this 
day,  alfo,  fell  the  chief  commander  of  the  Dutch,  a 
valiant,  and  experienced  officer.  The  Royal  James, 
alone,  eg^pended  nearly  feven  hundred  large  (hot ;  and 
the  other  (hips  difcharge<i  their  artillery  almoft  as  fre- 
quently. At  fun-fet,  the  Portuguefe  retreated,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  at  the  eaft  end  of  Ki(hme,  the  Eng- 
li(h  being  ftationed  north  north-weft,  and  diftant  from 
them  about  two  leagues.  Thus  ended  tlie  firft  engage- 
ment. 

On  the  fecond  of  February,  the  wind,  which  was 
not  extremely  bri(k,  blew  from  the  coaft  of  Ki(hme  ; 
an  advantage  which  the  enemy,  who  betrayed  great 
negligence,  might  eafily  have  embraced.  The  Eng- 
li(h,  and  the  Dutch,  were  afiiduoufiy  employed  in  the 
repair  of  their  damaged  rigging,  and  in  clofing  thofe 
dangerous  (hot-holes  which,  during  the  fight,  they 
had  received  from  the  enemy,  betwixt  wind  and 
water. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  a  confultation 
was  holden  on  board  the  Royal  James,  when  it  was 
determined  by  the  Dutch,  and  Englilh,  that  they 
would  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  at  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  next  morning,  and  that  the  South-Holland  (hould 

follow 
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follow  the  Royal  James,  which  was  intended  to  be  the 
leading  fhip.  Accordingly,  on  the  thicd  of  Fehniary, 
and  at  break  of  day,  the  two  fleets  weighed  anchor ; 
and  the  Royal  James,  having  obtained  the  weather* 
gage  of  the  enemy,  ftood  right  with  the  admiral  of 
the  Portuguefe,  (headmoft,  except  one  ihip,)  who  dif- 
charged  a  broad-fide,  which  Weddel  commanded  his 
crew  not  to  return,  until  they  were  brought  nearer 
within  danger.  On  a  dofer  approach,  the  Royal  James 
fired  a  whole  broad-fide  againft  the  admiral,  and  vice- 
admiral  of  the  Portuguefe,  which  occafioned  them  to 
bear  away.  Taking  the  advantage  of  this  reparation, 
the  Eagle  and  the  Weafope  chaced  one  of  the^adverfe 
(hips,  during  three  hours,  with  a  view  of  prevent- 
ing her  from  returning  to  the  fleet.  All  this  time, 
the  Royal  James  was  furrounded,  and  attacked  by  the 
Portuguefe;  but,  after  a  defperate  engagement,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  the  cannon  of  the  Englifti  were  in- 
ceflantly  difcharged,  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  re- 
treat. Whilft  the  admiral-fiiip,  commanded  by  captain 
Weddel,  continued  along  fide  of  a  large  veflel  in  the 
fei-vice  of  the  Portuguefe,  five  hundred  (hot  pafled 
through  her  hull,  mafts,  fails,  and  yards,  before  tha.t 
ihe  was  enabled  to  get  clear.  , 

On  the  fame  morning,  Weddel  had  converted  a  Por* 
tuguefe  frigate  into  a  fire-lhip,  for  the  deftru£tion  of 
the  largeft  veflel  belonging  to  the  enemy ;  but  (through 
the  negligence  of  Darby,  the  mafter,  who  did  not  ar- 
rive at  the  appointed  place,  in  time,)  (he  was  chaced 
by  the  frigates,  when  the  crew,  confiding  only  of  ten 
men,  who  could  not  poflibly  have  made  a  vigorous  re- 
fiftance,  fet  fire  to  her,  at  a  diftance  from  the  fleet, 
and  returned  in  a  barge,  which  had  been  flationed  near 
at  hand  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating  their  efcape. 
The  Portuguefe  frigate  continued  io  flames,  during 

N  4  the 
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the  whole  day  and  night,  and  at  five,  the  next  morn- 
iogy  (whether  towed  by  the  boats  of  Uie  enemyi  or 
driven  by  the  currents,  is  uncertain,)  (he  approached, 
burning,  towards  the  Dutch,  and  Englifli  fleets,  and 
forced  them  to  flip  their  cables,  the  anchors  of  which 
■were  found,  on  the  third  day,  from  this  event. 

At  day-break,  on  the  fourth  of  February,  the  united 
fquadrons  advanced  towards  the  Portuguefe,  who  croud- 
cd  every  fail,  in  order  to  take  flieher,  under  the  ifland 
ofLowrack,  which  is  fituated  nearly  nine  miles  from 
Ormus.  To  the  former  place,  their  frigates  proceeded 
a-head,  and  condu£led  them  in  over  a  bar.  The 
Englifli,  and  Dutch  fliips  gave  chace  as  far  as  was  con- 
fiftent  with  their  own  fafety,  but,  being  deftitute  of 
pilots,  made  no  attempt  to  explore  a  dangerous,  and 
unfrequented  paflage.  Convinced  that  the  Portuguefe 
were  impolitic,  malicious,  and  Implacable,  they  natu- 
rally fufpeded  that  ordnance  had  been  planted  on  the 
fliore,  for  the  purpofe  of  deflroying  them  at  their  ap- 
proach. Could  they  have  iuppofed  the  contrary,  the^' 
might  have  endangered  the  veflels  of  the  enemy,  by 
chaining  together  fome  frigates,  and  turning  them, 
upon  the  ebb,  athwart  their  hawfe.  At  this  junfhire, 
it  was  regarded  as  moft  expedient  to  continue  ftationed 
about  the  diftance  of  a  league  from  the  ifland  of  Low- 
rack.  Having  weighed  their  anchor,  the  Englifli  fired 
a  parting  fliot  at  the  veflels  of  their  adverfaries,  who 
retivned  it  by  the  difcharge  of  one  cannon.  Towards 
the  dofe  of  the  evening,  the  united  fleets  entered 
Gombroon-Road,  and  the  crews  were  immediately  em- 
ployed to  repair  the  damages  which  the  veflels  had 
fuftained,  to  fit  our  mafts,  yards,  fails,  and  rigging, 
and  to  fliop  the  breaches. 

During  this  laft  engagement,  the  main-top'-maft 
of  the  JonaSy  and  the  main-mafl  of  the   Star  were 

fliot 
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ihot  by  the  board.  The  mizen-maft,  flag,  and  flag- 
ibffof  the  adtniral-fliip,  were  alfo  carried  away  bf 
the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  and  her  hull  was  nuidi 
damaged.  The  head  of  the  main-mad  belonging  to 
the  Eagle  was  (hot  away,  and  another  (hip  loft  all  her 
top-mails.  In  fhort,  the  fleets  of  the  Dutch,  and 
Englifli,  fufFered  fo  feverely,  that  they  were  beco^pe  al- 
moft  deftitute  of  proper  mafts,  yards,  fails,  and  tack- 
ling. 

At  day-break  of  the  thirteenth  of  February,  thef 
proceeded  again  from  the  road  to  Gombroon,  attended 
by  four  junks,  and  other  freighted  veflels,  under  the 
conduft  of  the  Dutch.  The  Portuguefe,  who  had  ob- 
ferved  their  motions,  now  flipped  their  cables,  and 
ftood  mt$4SiS^^9  endeavouring  fo  to  direS  their  courfe, 
lemies'  might  be  neareft  to  the  land.  At 
when  the  gale  had  freihened,  every  (hip 
the  different  fleets,  were  at  a  (hort  diftance 
itther,  and,  without  offering  to  commit  the 
lead  hoftiUty,  kept  company  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of 
time. 

On  the  thirteenth,  at  night,  fuch  was  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  which  blew  at  weft-fouth-weft,  that  one 
of  the  large  Portuguefe  galleons  loft  the  head  of  her 
main-maft,  clofe  under  the  hounds.  Unaile  to  hoift 
her  main-fail,  (he  was  obliged  to  continue  her  courfe 
under  her  fore-iail,  fore-top-fail,  fprit-fail,  and  mizen. 
The  wind  ftill  remained  in  the  fame  quarter }  and  the 
galleons  fleered  away  fouth  and  by  eaft. 

On  the  fourteenth,  and  foon  after  the  appearance  of 
morning,  the  Dutch  fleet  flayed,  and  bore  up  towards 
the  junks,  which,  during  the  preceding  night,  had 
dropped  fo  far  aftern  that  the  Englifli  could  fcarcely  dc- 
fcry  them.  The  Royal  }ames  alfo  (hortened  fail ;  but 
the  Portuguefe  cffttinued  on  their  courfe. 

At 
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At  noon  of  the  fame  day,  and  when  the  Dutch  had 
re-joined  the  Englifh,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Royal 
James  fhould  firft  attack  the  admiral-fliip,  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  that  immediately  afterwards 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  (hould  aflift,  during  the  engage- 
ment. Accordingly,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Dutch,  and  the  Englifli,  having  received  the  firft  broad- 
fide  from  the  enemy,  returned  it  by  a  difcharge  of  their 
artillery.  The  vidory  was  obftinateiy  contefted,  until 
the  clofe  of  the  day,  when,  although  each  party  had  fe- 
verely  annoyed  the  other,  all  hoftilities  were  difconti- 
nued,  and  neither  yielded.  At  night,  the  Portuguefe 
bore  away  for  Swar,  where  they  had  conftru&ed  a  large 
fortrefs ;  and  the  Englifh,  and  Dutch,  fteered  their 
courfe  towards  Surat. 

The  reafons  given  by  captain  Weddel, 
dates,  in  vindication  of  their  having 
chafe,  were,  firft,  becaufe  the  year '  ^^^^f^WIKK/^'  ^ 
period  beyond  which  it  muft  have  been  (^|li9l|Plir  de- 
liver  goods  at  Surat,  and  then  fail  away  from  the  coaft, 
before  the  wefterly  monfoons  ftiould  fet  in.  Thefe 
winds  blow  from  April,  to  Odober^  during  which 
time,  an  attempt  to  put  ofi^  to  fea  might  prove  dan- 
gerous. Secondly,  the  Royal  James  had  only  thirty- 
one  barrels,  and  five  hundred  cartridges  of  powder,  to- 
gether with  fix  hundred  (hot,  all  of  which  were  infuffi- 
cient  to  enable  them  to  maintain  an  engagement,  for 
the  fpace  of  a  whole  day  ;  as,  at  the  clofe  of  a  former 
fight,  after  the  expiration  of  nearly  twelve  hours,  the 
Royal  James  alone  had  difcharged  a  thoufand  great  (hot 
againft  the  enemy.  Iii  the  laft  conteft,  this  (hip  ex- 
pended three  hundred  ftiot,  and  loft  but  one  man. 

The  totiil  number  of  the  flain  amongft  the  Englifh, 
including  officers,  and  failors,  amounted  to  twenty- 
nine.    Of  the  Dutch  wf  re  (lain  iHarly  thirty ;  and, 

amongft 
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amongft  thefe  fell  Albert  Becker,  the  chief  commander 
of  their  fleet. 

The  Portuguefe  admiral-(hip  (k)  named  the  Francif- 
co,  and  commanded  by  Don  Aliud  Batellia,  mounted 
forty-eight  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance.  On  board  were 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  which  thirty-eight  fell 
during  the  engagements ;  and  amongft  thefe  were  three 
chief  captains,  all  killed  by  the  fame  (hot.  Their 
names  were  Lorenzo  Luis,  Jeronimo  Botelia,  and  Brafla 
Coze.  The  fore-maft,  bowfprit,  and  main-maft  of 
the  Francifco  were  fo  damaged  by  fliot,  that  they  be- 
came unferviceable.  The  mizen-maft,  flag,  and  flag- 
flaff  were  carried  away,  and  the  rigging  was  extremely 
torn. 

The  vice-admiral  fliip,  named  alfo  the  Francifco, 
was  commanded  by  Don  Francifco  Burgo,  and  mount- 
ed thirty-two  guns.  The  crew  confifted  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  of  which  thirty,  and.  alfo  their 
commander,  were  (lain.  The  main-top-maft,  fore- 
maft,  and  bowfprit,  together  with  the  head  of  the 
main-top-maft,  and  all  the  rigging  were  r^nt,  and  torn 
to  fo  vident  a  degree,  that  they  could  not  afterwards 
be  applied  to  any  qfes  whatever. 

The  Sebaftian,  their  rear-admiral-fliip,  command- 
ed by  Don  Antonio  Telas,  was  the  largeft  in  the  fleet, 
and  carried  forty  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance.     On  board 
jvere  four  hundred  n^en,  twenty  of  whom  fell,  dur- 
ing 

(fi)  Tljiis  fequel  is  delivered  to  us  as  having  been  taken 
from  **  a  relation  (by  Peter  Hiilion,  a  Frenchman,)  of 
**  the  force  of  the  eight  Portuguefe  galleons,  which  fouzht 
**  with  the  Dutch,  and  Engliih  fleets,  in  the  gulph  of  Perna, 
**  includinz  an  account  of  the  fpoil  taken,  and  the  number 
f*  9f  men  flain,  on  the  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  of  Febru- 
**  ary,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  twenty- 
f*  five."  Hiilion,  who  was  on  board  the  Portuguefe  admi- 
ral-ihip,  at  Surat,  efcaped  to  the  En^tfh. 
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ing  the  engagements.  The  main-maft,  fore-top« 
roaft,  fore-yard,  and  fprit-fail  top-maft  were  (hot 
by  the  board ;  and  the  fore-maft  was  ihattered  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  it  could  bear  no  fail. 

Of  the  Salvador,  the  fourth  fhip,  Don  Francifco 
de  Suair  was  commander.  The  number  of  guns 
amounted  to  twenty-four  ;  and,  on  board  were  two 
hundred,  and  fifty-men,  of  which  forty  together  with 
their  chief  officer,  were  flain.  AH  the  mafls  of  this 
ihip,  were  entirely  (battered,  and  unfit  for  fervice. 

The  fifth  (hip^  named  the  Jago,  and  commanded 
by  Simon  de.Kintall,  carried  twenty-two  pieces  of 
brafs  ordnance.  On  board  were  two  hundred  men, 
and  of  thefe  eighty-three  were  killed.  The  mafts  re- 
mained intire ;  but  the  hull,  which  had  deceived  fe- 
veral  (hot  between  wind  and  water,  was  full  of 
leaks  ;  a  fituation  in  confequence  of  which  the  (hip 
funk,,  foon  afterwards,  near  the  coaft  of  India. 

The  Trinidado,  the  fixth  (hip,  was  commanded  by 
Pedro  Alva  Botelia.  She  mounted  twenty-two  pieces  of 
brafs  ordnance,  and  her  crew  confifted  oJF  two  hundred, 
and  fifty  men,  of  which  all,  excepting  feven,  were 
(lain.  Her  ^op-mafts  werie  (hot  by  the  board ;  and 
every  other  maft  was  (b  (pattered  that  the  could  bear 
no  fail,  but  was  afterwards  towed  from  Mufcat,  to 
Goa. 

On  board  the  feventh  (hip,  the  Antonio,  which 
carried  twenty-two  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance,  were 
two  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Don  de  Burallia. 
During  the  engagements,  twenty-two  of  the  crew 
were  (lain.  The  maft  continued  ftanding  ;  but  feveral 
(hot  had  pierced  the  (ides  of  this  vefTel,  which  foun- 
dered afterwards  near  the  coaft  of  India. 

The  eighth  (hip,  named  Miferere  Cordium,  was 
commanded  by  Roderigo  de  Chava,  and  mounted  twenty- 
two 
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two  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance.  Out  of  two  hundred 
men,  the  number  of  the  crew,  but  three  were  {Mfi. 
The  fore-top-maft,  main-yard,  fore  yard,  and 
maia  top-fail-yard  were  (hot  by  the  board  ;  and  the 
fore-maft  was  fo  extremely  reat,  that  it  became 
unferviceable. 

The  pieces  of  ordnance  belonging  to  this  fleet  were, 
in  number,  two  hundred,  and  thirty-two  ;  the  crews 
amounted  to  two  thoufand,  and  one  hundred  men, 
of  which  four  hundred,  and  eighty-one  were  flain, 
during  the  engagements. 

At  this  period,  a  naval  armament  had  been  equipped 
for  the  purpofe  of  aflifting  the  troops  appointed  to  in- 
vade the  Spaniards;  but  as  Buckingham,  in  quality 
of  lord-high-admiral,    had  the  fupreme  diredion  of 
the  enterprize,  the  people  regarded  it  with  difguft,  and 
were  fo  fkr  rejoiced  at  its  mifcarriage,  as  it  furniflied 
them  with  an  opportunity  of  railing  at  the  duke,  and 
thofe  who,  in  confequence  of  his  intereft,  were  intruded 
with   the    command    of  the    fleet,    and    forces  (/). 
The  whole  of  this  tranfa^ion  hath  been  differently 
related,  and  lefs  with  an  adherence  to  truth,  than 
from  a  view  of  gratifying  the  inclinations,  of  a  party. 
Prom  the .  moft  authentic  memoirs  which  yet  remain, 
it  is  here  intended  to  introduce  a  concife,and  impartial 
detail  of  fa€bs,  which  will    prove  to  what  ;^anger 
princes  are  expofed  when  they  employ  perfons  difagriee- 
able  to  the  greateft  part  of  their  fubjeds ;  an  error  by 
which  they  almoft  neceflfarily  transfer  the  refentments 
attending  their  mifcarriages  upon  themfelves  (m). 

The  war  with  Spain  was  occafioned  chiefly  by  the 
duke  of  Buckingham ;  and  feems  to  have  proceeded 

more 


(/)  Frankland's  Annals,  p. '  1 1 4.— iRufhworth.— Sir  Wi^ 
liam  Monfon's  naval  tra6ts.—-Kennet. — Rapin. 

(«i)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  108. 
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more  from  his  perfonal  diftafte  to  count  Olivareii^ 
thajl  from  any  folid,  or  honourable  motive.  What- 
foever  may  have  been  the  cafe,  the  war,  once  begun, 
ought,  certainly,  to  have  beei)  profecuted,  fince,  al- 
thbugh  the  duke  aded  from  private  pique,  and  at  a 
time  when  it  vifibly  ferved  his  own  particular  purpofes, 
yet,  without  queftion,  the  nation  had  been  injured, 
and  infulted  by  the  Spaniards.  Sufficient  grounds  were 
not  wanting  for  taking  all  the  advantages  which  could 
be  derived  from  our  naval  power,  and  our  alliance 
with  the  Dutch ;  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy, 
and  from  their  firft  pcrfuafion  that,  in  fpite  of  our 
menaces,  we  (hould  not  a^uaily  proceed  to  the  com- 
million  of  hoftilities.  Yet,  although  it  was  a  war 
particularly  grafted  on  the  inclinations,  and  the  power 
of  Buckingham ;  although  he  had  engaged  the  king 
to  profecute  it  with  every  appearance  of  vigour,  and 
refentment ;  and  to  alTemble  a  formidable  fleet,  to- 
gether with  a  coniiderable  body  of  forces,  appointed 
to  embark  on  board  of  it;  when  the  preparations  were 
drawing  to  a  cohcluHon,  and  the  naval  armaments 
were  almofl  in  readinefs  for  their  departure,  the  duke 
reiigned  the  chief  command,  and  determined  to  fend 
another  officer  in  his  room  ;  a  condud  which  proved 
baneful  to  the  whole  defign  {n)* 

^ir  Edward  Cecil,  Grandfon  to  the  great  lord  Bur- 
leigh, was  the  perfon  of  whom  the,  duke  made  choice 
for  this  command.  That  he  bore  the  charader  of  a 
brave,,  and  experienced  foldier,  is  not  to  be  difputed^ 
but  his  naval  talents  were,  in  all  refpeds,  too  limited 
to  qualify  him  for  the  fupreme  diredion  of  fuch  an 

enler- 
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(n)  Frankland's  Annals,- p.  114.'— RuiKworth's  Collec- 
tions, V.  I.  p.  196. — ^Kennet's  compleat  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land, V.  3.  p.  12,  1 3.— Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  15-^ 
Whitlockep.  2.'—  Campbell's  Litres  of  the  Admirals,  V  2. 
p.  108,  109. 
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enterprize  (0).  The  earls  of  Eflex,  and  of  Denbigh 
were  appointed  his  vice,  and  rear-admirais  $  and'in 
order  that  he  might  enjoy  dignities  likely  to  reconcile 
men  of  fuch  quality  to  a  full  fubmiflion  under  his 
command,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  lord-mar- 
ihal,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  created  baron  of  Putney, 
and  vifcount  Wimbleton  {p).  It  was  deemed  equally 
extraordinary,  impolitic,  and  unreafonable,  that  al- 
though there  wanted  not  many  able  Teamen,  fuch  as 
Sir  Robert  Manfel,  Sir  William  Monfon,  and  others, 
yet  none  of  them  were  trufted,  but  only  thofe  Who 
enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  duke,  as  if  that  circum- 
ftance  could  have  conferred  merit. 

The  force  employed  was  extremely  formidable,  and 
confifted  of  eighty  Dutch,  and  EngUfli  ihips,  together 
with  ten  tried  regiments.  It  was  not,  therefore,  at 
all  improbable  that  if  matters  had  been  well  concerted 
and  wifely  executed,  this  expedition  might  have  turned 
to  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  honour  of 
the  king,  and  miniftry.  The  Spanifh  plate-fleet, 
having  more  than  a  million  bn  board,  was  then  on  the 
homeward  paffage,  and  muft  unavoidably  have  been 
^  taken  by  theEngliflhi,  if  the  latter  had  proceeded  to  Ter- 
cera,  where,  in  confequence  of  the  deftru^on  of 
fifty;  or  fixty  galleoh^,  they  might  have  difabled,  for 
at  leaft  a  century,  the  maritime  power  of  the  Spaniards, 
but  the  Eoglilh  (hips  did  not  fail  until  the  month  of 
Odober ;  and,-  even  at  that  period,  no  particular 
enterprize   was    determined  on;    but  every  meafurei 
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was  left  to  the  diredion  of  men,  who,  in 


reality, 
were 


(0)  Clarenddn,  V.  1.  p..  4o.->-Kennet,  p.  12,  13.— 
L'Eftrange'sHiftory  of  Charles,  theiirft,  p.  i  y.-^ampbell's 
Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  109. 

(f)  Dugdale's  Baronage,  V.  a.  p.  407.— Kennet,  p.  13. 
Frankland^s  Aimals.--^ainpbeirs  Lives,  of  the  Adnrirals, 
V.  a.  p.  409. 
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were  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  their  duty,  and,  (hortly 
afterwards,  becanae  divided  in  their  fentiments  {q). 

The  lord  Wimbleton,  and  his  aflbciates  failed  from 
Plymouth,  on  the  feventh  of  Odober,  in  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-five  ^  but  when 
they  had  proceeded  fome  leagues  to  fea,  the  fliips 
were  feparated  by  a  dorm,  and  did  not  arrive  until  after 
the  expiration  of  feveral  days,  at  the  appointed  ren- 
dezvous off  Cape  Saint  Vincent.  On  the  nineteenth  of 
Odober,  a  council  was  alTembled,  and,  in  purfuance 
of  their  determinations  to  attack  Cadiz,  the  earl  of 
Eflex,  on  the  twenty-fecond,  flood  into  the  bay^ 
where  he  found  feventeen  large  (hips,  and  eight  gal- 
lies  riding  near  the  town.  Thefe,  he  bravely  attacked, 
but,  for  want  of  proper  orders,  and  due  afliftance,  the. 
Spanifh  (hips  were  fuffered  to  retreat  to  Port-Real,  whi- 
ther the  lord-marflial  did  not  think  fit  to  follow 
them.  A  multitude  of  troops  then  difembarked,  gnd 
took  the  fort  of  Puntal,  after  which  fuccefs,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  againft  the  town.  The  foldi^rs, 
having  difcovered  a  quantity  of  wine,  continued  tQ 
drink  of  it  until  they  became  intoxipated,  and  fo  yiiifit. 
for  fervice,  that  if  the  enemy  had  vigilantly  s^vaiM 
themfelves  of  this  advantage,  all  their  afiaiUnts  might 
have  peri(hed  by  the  fword.  Alarmed  at  this  incident, 
Uie  officers  endeavoured  to  reiipbark  their  men,  and 
iphen  all  h$id  been  conveyed  on  board,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  cruize  off  Cape  Saint  Vincent,  for  the  purpofe 
of  intercepting  the  plate-fleet. 

At  this  jundure,  the  majority  of  the  troops  were 
feized  with  ficknefs,  and  in  confequence  of  th^  mofl 
extraordinary,  and  pernicious  order  that  could  .poflibly 
bffve  been  ifliied,  two  of  the  violently  diftempered  per-* 

fons 

(f)  See  Sir  Wiiliam  Menfon's  naval  Tradi.  Book  a.*« 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  p.  no. 
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fons  were,  under  the  pretence  of  being  curefully  at* 
tended,  put  on  board  of  each  (hip,  where  the  infeCUon 
fpread  to  fo  inveterate  a  degree,  that  fcarcely  a  fufficient 
number  of  hands  furvived  to  navigate  the  fleet  to 
England.  In  the  month  of  December,  thefe  unfor- 
tunate adventurers  returned,  with  that  accumulated 
dilgrace  which  was  forefecn,  and  foretold,  previous 
to  their  departure  from  their  own  country  (r).  Not 
long  after  they  had  landed,  a  charge  was  exhibited 
againft  the  general,  by  the  earl  of  EfTex,  and  nine 
other  officers  of  diftin^on,  when  the  lord  Wimbleton 
attempted  to  exculpate  himfelf,  in  a  long  anfwer. 
Thefe  memorials  are  yet  remaining,  and  ferve  only  to 
demonftrat*  that  a  want  of  experience,  and  unanimity 
had  proved  the  ruin  of  the  expedition  (/).  Such  Pro- 
ceedings increafed  the  popular  difcontents,  expofed 
the  duke  to  greater  odium,  and  leflened  the  reputation 
of  thi  naval  force  of  England ;  an  event  which  quickly 
produced,  as,  under  like  circumftances,  will  alwayt 
be  the  cafe,  a  train  of  inconveniencies. 

The  next  naval  tranfadion  which  demands  our  no- 
tice hath  been  related  by  an  officer  who  was  prefent  i 
and  it  is  from  his  manufcript  that  we  lay  it,  without 
any  material  alteration,  before  the  reader. 

Vol.  IV.  O  On 


'  (r)  See  the  feveral  accounts  of  this  voyage  in  the  worka 
of  the  authors  already  cited. 

(1)  This  charge  and  the  anfwer  are  pnnted  in  the  works 
of  lord  Lanfdowne,  V.  2.  p.  197.  Edit.  17^6.  lamo. 
The  reader  who  ihall  compare  thefe  with  the  reiieAions  of 
Sir  William  Monfon  on  the  conduct  of  Wimbleton,  will 
difcern  that  this  lord  is  feverely»  and  unjuftly  treated. 
Sir  William  arraigns  him  for  calling  councils,  when  he 
Jheuld  have  been  acting  ;  the  officers  accufing  him  for  hav- 
ing negleded  to  call  councils,  and  alfo  acting  without  apply- 
ing for  advice.  It  appears  that  he  had  no  idea  of  naval 
fervice,  and  that  his  officers  were  unwilling  to  obey  him.--* 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  1 1 1,  1  la. 
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Oa  the  Teventh  of  Odober,  in  the  yexr,  one  thou- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-five,  and  ab*ot  four 
m  the  morning,  the  fHilfgrave,  Dolphin,  atid  Lioti 
Anchored  three  leagues  to  the  tbuthward  Of  Surat  Bar. 
At  day-break,  the  nntariners  within  the  top  defcried 
rttkh  riding  at  the  mouth  of  Surat  river.  Thele 
were,  by  ibme,  fuppofed  to  be  either  Englifh,  or  Hol- 
hrnders ;  but  others  affirmed  that  they  were  a  fleet  erf 
frigates.  In  an  hour  afterwards,  they  (et  fail,  fteering 
full  towards  us,  when  we  diibovered,  by  theh'  c<y 
hnn,  that  they  were  in  the  fcrvice  of  Poftti^.  Thfey 
were  in  number  nineteen,  being  four  galleons,  and 
fifteen  frigates,  which,  as  the  wind  was  irnfavourable, 
€0uld  not  yet  reach  us,  but  call  anchor  at  the  <frf- 
lance  of  a  league.  Our  captain,  perceiving  their 
defign,  made  the  fignal  for  a  confuhation,  and  the 
mafter  of  each  Ihip  immediately  repaired  on  hoard. 

At  this  meeting  (as  it  was  afterwards  ret^orttd  by 
oar  commander,  Mr.  Richard  Swat^lcy)  captaih  Bfit*!! 
remarked  that  it  was  expedient  to  fet  fail,  and  'ftan<l 
off  again  to  fea,  and  thus  deprive  the  frigates  of  an 
advantage.  He  added  that  if  it  (hould  appear  that  omr 
fhips  failed  fafter  than  the  Portuguefe,  we  muft,  'in- 
flantly,  dire£t  our  courfe  towards  Ormns;  aproceedin^g 
for  which  he  advanced  the  following  reafons. 

Firft,  becaufe  he  doubted  whether  the  €nemy  had  a 
large  number  of  veflels,  in  Swalley-Road. 
-  Secondly,  bectpfe  he  feared  that  our  merchanta 
^N^ere  not  yet  on  terms  of  amity  with  the  natives ;; 
a  conjedare  which  he  had  too  much  reafon  to  form^ 
as  he  bad  received  authentic  inteHigence  that  the  pre- 
parations of  the  Ddlphin,  for  her  returh  to  England  had 
given  general  difguft. 

Thirdly,  he  was  not  well  affured  that  the  Portuguele 
had  either  made  peace  with  the  Gazurats,  or  planted 
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ordiwnce  on  the  ihorc  Mfoifiing  to  the  SwftUey-S«n^. 
Hc'TciiMtaed  ilfo  in  doubt  concerning  the  fate  of  the 
fi}uadron,  commandMl  by  captain  Weddel,  finoe  he 
was  confident  that  if,  at  that  Jun£ture»  any  EngUih, 
or  Dutch  veflels  were  at  anchor  in  the  Swalley-Road, 
they  would  notiiiffer  the  Portuguefe  to  ride  there.  Thefe 
adverfaries  had  directed  their  hofttUtiea  igainft  them, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year ;  and  he  now 
fuf]f»red  that  the  Dutch  and  Engliih  had  either  gained 
iome  depiftve  advantage,  or  wanting  ammunition,  had 
proceeded  for  fucicotir  to  the  caftle  of  Ormus,  where 
they  imiended  to  remain  until  the  neceflfary  fopplies 
arrived  fi«<»n  England. 

The  fignal  was  now  made  for  failing,  and,  witk 
the  wind  at  Nortii*  our  (hips  fiood  out  to  fee.    At 
four,  in  tike  afternoon,  the  Portuguefe  adikirral,  and 
the  vice^-adflntral-ihip,  being  a  fader  failcr  than  the 
reft,  approached  the  Lion,  which  was  the  headmofl 
yeflel  of  our  fleet.    The.  admiral  difcharged  at  her 
one  piece  of  ocdnance,  whicb  was  returned  by  four 
Aot,  that  did  not  reach   a  fufficient  diftance,  but 
(dropped,   ufeJefs,    into  the  water.      The  two  fliips 
belonging  to  the  enemy  kept  up,  during  the  fpace  of 
half  an  hour,  an    inceilant  fire  againft  the  Lion,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time,  ihe  had  received  feveral 
(hot,  both  in   her  hufl  and  rigging.      The  mafter, 
Kichard  Swanley,  perceiving  that  the  ordnance  of  the 
Portuguefe  did  more  execution  than  his  own,  bofe 
down  fo  dofely  upon  his  Adver&ries  that  they  were 
obliged  to  havevrecourie  to  raufquets  ;  and  it  was  duT- 
ifig  this  mode  of   engaging,  which  continued  until 
iun-fet,  that  neither  the  Lion,  nor  her  crew  were  the 
lead  injured. 

It  muft  be  remarked  that  for  this  fpace  of  time, 
and  even  an  hour  afterwards,  the  other  two  adverfe 
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fhipi^  were  at  leaft  a  kague  aftern  ;  whilfl;  the  Palfgrav^^ 
and  the  Dolphin,  being  right  ahead, kept  ori  their  courfe'^ 
and  fometimes,  difebarged  pieces  from  then*  gun-rooin 
ports.  The  enemy  obferting  that  they  ftill  ftood 
awiay,  came  clofe  along  iide  of  the  Lion,  when  ait 
hundred  men,  having  fire-pots,  and  other  In(lru<i>f 
mehts  of  deftrudion  in  their  hands^  leaped  on  boards 
and  threw  them  on  the  decks.  At  the  faihe  time^ 
we  were  fur^unded  by  feveral  of  the  frigates,  which 
ihick  Fire^pikes  in  the  fides  of  our  fhip,  all  of 
which  we  fbrtunately,  eiLtinguifhed.  Our  admirnl^ 
and  Tice-^admiral,  in  the  Pairgrave>  and  Dolphin^ 
were  quickly  out  of  fight ;  the  caufe  of  Which  pro^' 
ceeding  is  beft  known  unto  themfelves^ 

The  engagement  continued  from  eight  at  night, 
until  the  hour  of- deven^  diiring  which  fj^ace  of  time^ 
Richard  Swanley,  our  matter^  and  four  of  the  crew 
were  flaim  :  Twenty-three  p^rfons,  amongft  whom 
muil  be  included  two  of  the'  mafter's  mates  were  ex^ . 
ceedingly  bumfc^  and  all  the  reft,  lamenting  over  the 
defertion  of  the  Paifgrave,  and  the  Dolphin^  appeared 
driven  to  defpair.  At  this  alarming  crifis,  the  word 
was  given  to  blow  up  the  fhip,  when,  fortunately^  fome 
of  (rhe  crew  let  fall  the  anchor,  and,  in  the  fame  mo^ 
ment,  the  tide  running  extremely  ftrong,  the  grap'- 
piing  irons  which  had  been  fixed  to  our  fhip,  by  the 
Portuguefe  gave  way  ;  and  thus  we,  for  the  prefent, 
were  delivered  from  deftruSion.  Fifty  of  the  enemy 
were  dill  left  upon  our  poops  ;  and  as  thefe  perfifted, 
with  great  fury  to  attack  us,  we  were  obliged  to 
blow  them  up^  During  the  cxplofion,  the  ftern  of  our 
fhip,  from  the  middle  deck  upwards,  was  torn  in 
pieces. 

When  the  Portuguefe  were  efFedually  repulfed,  and 

the  flames  extinguifhed,    we  ufed  all   diligence    in 

;    ^  order 
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•rder  to  clear  our  (hip,  and  fix  the  main-topfailt-yard, 
which  then  lay  upon  the  deck.  Having  fucceeded  in 
this  attempt,  and  alfo  hoifted  new  fails  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  former  which  had  been  cpnfumed  by  fire, 
we  waited,  in  painful  expedation  that,  at  the  next 
tide,  our  adverfaries  would  return  to  the  attack. 
Concluding  that  the  Lion  would  either  have  burnt  to 
the  water*8-edge,  or  have  funk  in  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean,  the  Portuguefe,  after  having  left  five  frigates 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  us,  gave  chacc,  with 
four  (hips,  to  the  Palfgrave,  and  the  Dolphin.  In  a 
ihort  fpace  of  time,  they  intercepted,  and  engaged 
them,  during  the  fucceeding  night.  At  day-break, 
|the  contending  (hips  were  not  in  fight  of  us. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day,  and  when  it 
was  ilill  jmpoifible  to  defcry  the  Palfgrave,  and  the 
Polphin,  the  officers  of  our  (hip  agreed  that  Henry 
Cro(bey,  the  firft  mate,  under  the  late  mafter,  ihould 
alTume  the  chief  command,  until  (he  might  have  the 
good  fortune  to  nxeet  with  captain  Blithe.  As  the 
crew  were  too  feeble  to  aflift  in  heaving  up  the  an- 
chor, orders  werie  given  to  cut  the  cables,  and,  (hortly 
afterwards,  although  with  difficulty,  as  much  fail  was 
fet  as  the  Lion  could  well  bear,  her  fore-maft  being 
confiderably  damaged  by  the  (hot  fired  from  the  ar- 
tillery of  the  Portuguefe.  In  this  diftrefsful  fituation, 
we  ftood  out  to  fea. 

Four  of  the  frigates  now  dire€i:ed  their  courfe  to- 
wards the  fleet,  and  the  fifth  bore  away  nearer  to  the 
land.  AH  this  day,  we  beared  th^  report  of  can- 
non, but  could  not  difpern  any  of  the  contending 
(hips.  At  night,  we  perceived  the  flalhes  which  ac- 
companied their  frequent  firings,  from  our  top-maft- 
head ;  but  as  our  veflfels  were  to  windward,  we  could 
not  reach  them.    Perhaps,  fuch  an  endeavour,  under 
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any  circumilances,  iniift  hslve  proved  ineffe^ual,  af 
the  Lion  was  greatly  (hattered,  and  aU  our  chief  men 
had  been  either  killed^  or  feverely  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  and  when  we  could 
neither  obferve  the  fliips,  nor  hear  the  difcharge  of 
their  artillery,  our  mader  judged  it  expedient  that^ 
in  purfuance  of  the  confultation  holden  on  board  the 
Palfgrave^  two  days  before,  we  ihould  ftand  for  Or- 
mus.  Thither,  the  weather  being  favourable,  we 
ileered  immediately ;  and,  during  the  ^aflagey  our 
carpenter  refitted  the  dern  of  the  vefiel,  and  feyerat 
of  the  men  recovered  of  their  wounds. 

On  the  fourth  of  November,  we  arrived  at  Gohir 
broon,  and  received  intelligence  from  o^t  merchant^ 
that  the  adnyral  Rufero  was  Rationed,  with  eighteen 
frigates,  hear  the  ifte  of  Ormus^  To  prepare  agatnft 
the  datngers  which  might  enfue,  the  maflier  dire6be4' 
the  mariners  to  eafe  the  fhip  of  a  conliderable  part  of 
her  burthen,  in  order  that  fhe  might  mount  her  lower 
tier  of  guns.  The  bales  of  cloth,  the  boxes  of  co- 
rail,  and  three  chefis  of  money  were  itnmediatety  fent 
aOiope,  and  fecured  within  the  warehoufes.  Severat 
valuable  articles  were  detained  within  the  fhip,  in 
coflfequence  of  dire6tions  from  the  mafler,,  who  ob- 
ferved  that  if  any  unfortunate  event  ihould  oblige  him 
^o  quit  the  port,  fome  treaiurc  would  be  left  for  the 
purpofe  of  buying  providons,  and  other  necefTaries 
for  the  crew.  On  the  fifth  day,  the  merchants,  and 
the  purler  waited  on  the  futtan,  from  whom  they  ob- 
tained an  order  that  we  (hould  be  fupplied  with  boats^ 
and  that  our  cafks  ihould  be  repleniihed  with  water, 
of  which  laft  article  we,  on  the  fevcnth  of  November, 
procured  an  ample  quantity. 

On  the  day  following,  and  at  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  morning,  Rufero,  with  his  frigates  rowed  to- 
wards 
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wards  the  Lion.    As  the  weather  was  extremely  calm, 
k  was  impoifible  to  work  her,  and  ihe  was  fo  ftationed, 
that  only  her  ftern-chacers  coutd  pby  upon  the  fri- 
gates.   Thefe,  however,  were  difcharged  in  fo  fuccefs- 
ful,  and  unerring  a  diredion,  that  two  of  their  fri- 
gates were  funic  before  their  crews  could  board  the 
Lion,  and  two  more  fliared  the  fame  fate,  foon  after 
they  had  dropped  along-fide  of  her.    The  Portvguefe 
who  had  leaped  on  board  the  (hip,  began  a  forious 
attack,  with  a  general  difcharge  of  fmaU  arms,  and, 
immediately,  threw    around  fuch  quantities  of  fire- 
works,   that,    in  a  moment,   the  mafts,  fails,  and 
upper-deck  of  the  Lion  were  in  flames,  and  in  leis 
than  half  an  hour  fell  down    upon  the  combatants. 
The  confuHon  of  the  Engliih,  who  faw  death  on 
every  Hde,  is  not  to  be  defcribed.    Some  leaped  over- 
board, and  trufted  to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies ;  but 
the  reft  fet  fire  tQ  the  powder-room,  and  Uew  up  th^ 
fhtp.    The  inen  who  jumped  into  the  ocean  were  all 
taken  by  the  boats  belonging  to  the  frigates,  and  car- 
ried to  the  ifle  of  Ormus^    On  the  following  moraing, 
Rufero  glive  orders  that  the  heads  of  all  the  prifoners, 
excepting  Thomas  Winterburne,  ftiould  be  cut  off. 
This  perfon  received  his  life,  and  liberty,  that  he 
might  convey  a  letter  from  Rufero,  to  the  merchants 
at  Gombroon.    The  number  of  the  Eriglilh  who  were 
inftantly  Executed  upon  the  fpot,  amounted  to  twenty- 
fix.    Forty-two,  blown  up  in  the  (hip,  which  after- 
wards was  driven  alhore,  were  buried  at  Gombroon  ; 
and  nine  efcaped,  having  been  empbyed,  at  land»ii| 
managing  the  bufinefs  of  the  Perfia  company. 

We  now  proceed  to  inform  the  reader  that  even  fit 
the  period  when  the  popular  murmurs  excited  by  the 
mifcarriage  of  the  enterprize  againft  Cadiz  had  not 
iubfided,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  fell  into  a  fecond 
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error,  whilft,  he  enjoyed  the  office  of  lord  high- 
admiral  of  England.  He  was  equally  concerned,  and 
incenfed  by  reiterated  complaints  that  the  merchant- 
ihips  had  been  delivered  to  the  French,  and  employed 
againll  Rochelle  (/).  He,  thei^fore,  took  occafion, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred, 
and  twenty-fix,  to  caufe  the  feizure  of  a  French  (hip, 
named  the  Saint  Peter,  and  belonging  to  the  port  pf 
Havre.  The  pretence  was  that  her  cargo  confided 
of  Spanifh  effeds  ;  a  circumftance  which  the  French 
pofitively  denied,  affirming,  at  the  fiime  time,  that 
all  the  gootds  within  the  (hip  weie  the  property  of  ei- 
ther their  pwn  merchants  or  thofe  of  England,  and 
Holland  (»).  In  coqfequence  of  this  meafure,  coni- 
iniflioners  were  appointed  to  inyefijgate  the  circuii(i- 
ftances  which  related  to  it ;  ^nd  w)ien  they  had  refolved 
that  the  capture  was  illegal,  the  (hip,  purfuant  to  a 
proper  order,  was,  at  length,  releafed  ;  l^ut  not  be- 
fore the  king  of  France  had  made  fome  reprifaU ; 
an  event  which  irritated  the  nation,  and  gave  rife  ^o 
,  one  article  in  the  impeachment  of  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham {x).  The  point  was,  notwithflanding,  com-^ 
promifed  between  \h^  %vfQ  (pvef-eigns,  and  the  good 

corr^f- 
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(/)  Sir  Philip  Warwick  accounts  for  this  diftafte  con'; 
ceived  by  the  duke  againft  the  French.  He  obferves  that 
Cardinal  Richlieu  duped  both  the  Dutch,  andHEngliih,  hf 
pretending  to  execute  a  very  feafible  fcheme  for  the.pur- 
poie  of  preventing  the  Spaniards  firom  fending  any  fupplies 
into  Germany.  It  was  under  this  plea,  that  he  procured 
the  fhips  of  the  former,  and  then  employed  them  aeairift 
the  Rochellers.— -Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a* 
p.  iia- 

(tf)  Kenneths  compleat  hiftory  of  England,  V.  3.  p. 
:(8.-~Campbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admhfsls,  V.  a.  p.  1 1 2, 

(x)  It  IS  the  fifth  article  of  the  impeachment.  The 
Duke,  in  his  anfwer,  drawn  up  by  Sir  Nicholas  Hyde, 
juftifies  himfelf  very  pUufibly. 
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correfpondence  of  their  fubjeds  reftored  for  a  confi- 
derable  fpace  of  time;  yet,  at  the  bottom,  this  re- 
conciliation was  far  from  being  cordial ;  and  (bon  the 
quarrel,  like  a  wound  ill-cured,  broke  out  with  more 
alarming  fymptoms  {*y). 

The  war  in  which  the  king  had  engaged,  in  order 
that  he  might  procure  the  reftitution  of  the  palatinate 
to  his  brother-in-law,  had  drawn   him  into  a  league 
with  Denmark,  which  obliged  him  to  fend  a  fquadron 
of  fhips  to  the  aififtance    of  the   fovereign  of  that 
(Country.    Asi  the  firft  fucpours  had  proved  of  little 
feryice^  Chgrles  was  called  upon  for  additions^l  fupplies. 
^tthis  period^  the  parliaments  were  averfe  from  a 
compliancjc  with  his  demands,  becaufe  he  refufed  to 
baniih  from  his  prefence  the  duke  of  Buckinghani. 
Their  reludance  in  facilitating  his  views  compelled 
him  to  recur  to  fuch  meafures  as,  in  th^  opinion  of  his 
lawyers,  were  ftriSly  juftifia))le.      Amongft  various 
expedients,  he  obliged  all  the  fea-ports  to  furniih  him 
with  (hips.    Froni  the  city  of  London,  he  demanded 
twenty,  and   required  a   propoftioi^a^le  contrfbutioQ 
from  other  places.  ^ 

Thi?  proceeding  was  regardec}  by  tl^e  inhabitants  as 
^n  intolerable  grievance,  and  multitudes,  who  had  no 
immediate  dependance  on  co^nmerce,  deferred  their 
refidence  within  the  maritime  towns,  and  retired  to 
^he  injariQ  diilrids  of  the  country.  Their  condud 
rendered  the  burthen  of  thofe  who  ftayed  behind  ftill- 
more  oppreflive ;  and  the  refult  of  their  remonftrances 
wat  a  proclamation  r«quiring  thofe  individuals  who 
had  quitted  the  fea-coaft,  to  return  inftantly  to  their 
^ornier  dyirellings.     Such  was  the   mifguided  policy 

which 


(jf)  Rufh worth,  Frankland,  Baker,  Echard,  Rapin.- 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Adnyrals,  V.  2.  p.  i  la,  1 13. 
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which  led  to  the  firfl:  difturbances  of  this  unhappy 
reign  (aj).  They  were  quickly  increafed  by  the  rafh 
management  of  Buckingham,  who,  at  the  time  when 
he  perceived  his  fovereign  embar/afled  by  wars  which 
had  already  been  declared,  involved  him,  not  lefs  ab- 
furdly,  than  precipitately,  in  ^  rupture  with  the  cour^ 
of  France. 

The  foreign  fervants  of  the  queen,  attached,  with 
a  degree  of  bigotry,  to  the  Catholic  rehgion,  had  not 
only  pro<;eeded  to  unwarrantable  lengths  for  the  pro^ 
pagation  of  their  faith,  but  prevailed  on  their  royal 
miftrefs  to  embrace  meafures  which  were  at  once  cul- 
pable, and  ridiculous,    On   the  firft  pf  July,  in  the 
year,   one    thoufand,    fix  hundred,    and  twcnty-fir^ 
Charles,  yielding  to  the  perfuafions  of  Buckingham,  dif- 
xnilTed  the  foreign  domeflics  of  the  queen,  and  im? 
mediately  fent  th(e  lord  Carleton,  inyefted  with  the 
rank  of  ambaffador,  to  Paris,  that  he  might  acquaint 
Lewis  with  the  reafons  of  fo  abrupt  a  meafure  (j). 
That  monarch  refufed  to   grant  him  audience,  and 
eager  to  give  proofs  of  his  refentment,  iflued  orders 
for  the  immediate  feizure  of  one  hundred,  and  twenty 
Engiifh  fhips,  which  were  then  riding  at  anchor  with^* 
in  his  harbours.     He  alfo  turned  his  arm;  againft  Ro- 
chelle,  notwithftanding  that  he  had  liftened,  not  long 
before,  to  the  overtures  of  Charles,  who  j^ad   inter- 
pofed  as  a  mediator  between  Dswis,  and  his  Pro^edant 

fub- 


(s)  Kennet,  V.  3.  p.  iS.-r-Frankland's  Annate,  p.  206, 
aoy- — Whitlocke,  p.  78.-r-Rufhworth-*s  Colleftions,  V.  i. 
f.  415,  416. — Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2. 

p.  113- 

(a)  Hammond  L'Eftrange's  Hiftory  of  C^i.  it  ,  the  firft, 

&58,  59. — Bulftrode's  Memoirs,  p.  31.— .Memoirs  of  the 
uke  of  Rohan,  Book  4.  p.  129,  ijo-o^aropbcH's  Lives 
of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  114. 
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f4^£H  {b).  Theie  laft  now  applied  to  the  king  of 
England,  who  direded  that  a  fleet,  confiding  of  thirty 
fail,  (hottld  immediately  be  equipped,  for  their  relief. 
The  command  of  this  naval  armament  was  given  to 
the  earl  of  Denbigh,  who,  not  departing  until  the  month 
of  October,  found  it  impracticable  to  execute  his  comr 
miflipn ;  and,  therefore,  after  having  continued,  dur- 
ing ibnie  time,  at  lea,  expofed  to  tempeiluous  wea- 
ther, he  returned,  attended  by  all  the  ihips,  into  the 
harbour.  This  event  not  Qnly  fruftrated  the  view  of 
Charles,  |>ut  cad:  a  blemifh  on  |iis  honour.  The  in- 
habitants of  Rochelle  fufpeded  the  fincerity  of  his  in-r 
tentions,  and  doubled  whether  he  had  feripufly  pro- 
pefed^  at  any  tjtiiie^  to  furaiih  them  with  fuccour^ 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  determined  to  leave  the 
pQtnt  beyond  difpute,  afiembled  a  formidable  fleet, 
and  levied  a  body  of  troops,  amotinttng  to  feven  thou- 
fand  men,  in  the  ft^mmer  of  the  fucceeding  year. 
With  thefe,  as  admiral,  and  commander  in  chief,  he 
failed,  firom  Portfnaouth,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  June, 
and  diiembarked  on  the  iHe  of  Rhee.  He  had,  at  firft, 
refolved  to  make  a  defcent  on  Oferon,  and  even  pro- 
mtfed  the  Duke  of  Soubize  that  it  flipuld  be  a  leading 
objeS  pf  his  enterprize.  It  was  this  nobleman  who 
proceeded  early  tp  Rochelle,  and  informed  (he  inhabt'" 
tants  that  the  Englifli  fleet,  and  army^  were  haftening 


(*)  Dupleix  Hiftoire  de  Louis  le  Jufte,  p.  298  — Le 
Gendre.  Hiftoire  de  France,  Tom.  5.  p.  1^4. — -Aubrey. 
Hiftoire  du  Cardinal  Due  de  Ricl)lieu»  Paris,  1660.  fbl. 
5^.  a.  chap.  II. — RulhwoEth,  V.  1.  p.  424.— Campbell's 
Lives  of  the  Adn>irals,  V.  2.  p.  1 14. 

(c)  Ksnnet,  V.  3.  p.  zg. — L'Eftranee's  Hiftory  of  Charles, 
the  fikft»  p.  62,  63 — Frankland's  Anrtals.— — CaoBphell's 
^ives  of  ine  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  114. 
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to  their  relief.  They  received  this  news  with  more 
indifference,  than  fatisfadion.  Multitudes  had  been 
cormpted  by  bribes  from  the  king  of  France;  and 
pthershad  conceived  fuch  terrifying  ideas  of  his  power, 
fhat  they  were  at  a  lofs  whether  they  (hould  refolve  to 
join  thofe  approaching  fuccours  which  they  had  ear? 
jieftly  demanded  («). 

The  Duke  bnded  his  troops,  on  the  thirty-firft  of 
July,  yet  not  without  sk  violent  oppofition  from  De 
Toyras,  the  French  governour,  whom  he  forced  to  re- 
tire, although  with  foihe  lofs.  On  this  occafion,  the 
EnglijQi  fell  into  a  train  of  errors,  almoft  fimiiar  to 
thofe  which  they  had  committed  during  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Cadi%.  The  fort  of  La  Pr^,  which  cor 
vered  the  landing-place,  they  (hamefully  negleded, 
notwithftanding  that  the  French  themfelves  had  left  it, 
f  n  the  alarm  of  fear,  expofed  to  adverfaries  who  might 
have  taken  it,  without  refinance.  Of  fuch  confequence 
was  the  place,  that  if  it  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  EngU(h,they  might  have  prevented  the  French  from 
introducing  fupplies.  We  learn  that,  at  firft,  the 
court  of  Paris  became  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  even 
Lewis  fickened  with  concern  ;  but  their  terrors  were 
much  diminifhed,  when  they  heard  that  Buckingham, 
a  mean  proficient  either  in  the  naval,  or  the  military 
arts,  was  too  proud  to  take  the  counfels  of  thofe  who 
underftood  them  better. 

Having  fpeedily  reduced  the  town  of  Saint  Martin, 
the  commander  in  chief  prepared  to  inveft  the  cita- 
del 


(J)  Rulhworth's  G)l]e6tions,  V.  i.  p.  426.'r-Meinoir^ 
of  the  Duke  of  Rohan,  book  4.  p.  132. — —Sir  Richard 
Grenville's  journal  of  the  expedition  to  the  ifle  of  Rhee, 
in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  (ix  hundred,  and  twenty-feven. 
—Lord  Lanfdowne's  Works,  V.  3.  p.  246.— — rCampbell's 
Livesof  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  114,  115. 
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del }  and  foon  afforded  glaring  proofs  that  he  was  un- 
equal to  the  management  of  a  fiege.    At  firft,  he  quar- 
tered his  troops  around  the  place,  without  forming  an 
intrenchment,  to  which  he  afterwards  was  under  the 
neceffity  of  recurring.    He,  next,  entered  into  con^* 
ferences  with  the  govemour,  and  refufed  to  commu- 
nicate the  fubftance  of  them  to  his  officers ;  thus  dif* 
couraging  the  troops,  and  enabling  the  French  to  de- 
ceive him  by  a  fiditious  treaty ;  whilft,  during  the 
pretended  negociations  for  its  accompKfhment,    the 
fort  received  a  confid^rable  fnpply.    The  Rochellers 
now  declared  for  the  Englifli ;  a  confidence  not  fefs  un- 
timely with  regard  to  themfelves,  than  their  former 
fufpicion  of  their  allies.     Their  proceedings,  added 
to  the  expe&ation  of  fuccours  from  England,  which 
were  to  be  feot  to  him,  under  the  command  of  the 
earl  of  Holland,  engaged  Buckingham  to  remain  fo  long 
within  his  camp,  that  his  troops  were  much  dimi- 
niflied. 

f'i  At  length,  on  the  (ixth  of  November,  he  made  a  ge*^ 
neral  aflault,  when  it  appeared  that  the  place  was  im- 
pregnable ;  at  leaft,  to  forces  in  the  fituation  of  the 
Engliflh  Two  days  afterwards,  he  refolved  upon  a 
retreat,  which  was  as  ill  conduced  as  the  reft  of  the 
expedition.  It  was  made,  in  the  fight  of  an  enemy 
as  powerful  with  regard  to  infantry,  and  more  nu- 
merous in  cavalry^  than  his  own  army,  over  a  narrow 
caufeway,  furrounded  on  each  fide,  by  falt-pits; 
yet  no  precaution  was  taken  either  by  eref^ing  a  fort, 
or  even  by  throwing  up  an  intrenchment  to  cover  the 
entrance  of  the  paflage.  So  fatal  were  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  error,  that  numbers,  expofed  to  tlje 
artillery,  and  fmall  arms  of  the  enemy,  unfortunately 
periftied.  The  moft  authentic  accounts  inform  u^ 
that  amongft  the&  were   fifty  officers,  of  different 
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,  ranksy  two  thoufar^d  common  ibidicri,  and  twenty- 
five  volunteers  of  diftinguiOied  quality.  With  equal 
ihame,  and  lofs,  therefore,  the  duke  concluded  this 
inglorious  expedition,  and,  on  the  ninth  of  the  Utmt 
month,  embarked  his  forces,  after  havir^  Ibtemnfy 
aflured  the  inhabitants  of  RocheUe>  that  he  wobUjIC- 
tura  to  their  reKef ;  a  promife  which  he  did  not  iivs 
to  execute.  To  compleat  his  misfortune,  as  lie  en- 
tered Plymouth  harbour,  he  met  the  earl  of  HoVaiid^ 
(ailing  out  with  the  pronufed  fuccours.  This  lord,  and 
all  his  forces,  immediately  returned.  In  whatfoever 
light  we  view  the  expedition  to  Rochelle,  whether 
with  regard  to  its  immediate  effe^s,  or  to  its  futme 
confequences,  we  imift  allow  that  of  &!1  others^  at 
this  particular  period,  it  was  the  moft  fatal,  and  dtf^- 
graceful.  To  the  ktng^  it  proved  extanfiVely  pre^udi* 
chU  whilil  it  accelerated  the  ruin  of  the  duke  of 
Buckinghan^.  As  their  ihips  had  been  imprefled*  the 
merchants  were  difcouraged  from  carrying  on  theiir 
commerce ;  and  fo  inadequate  was  the  inoiney  within 
the  treafury  to  the  di&hargc  of  wa^es ,  demanded  by 
theieamen,  that  they  flockea  in  multitudes. to  W:hke* 
|all|^jind  difturhed  the  fovereigji  wit^  jh^ir  clamoutl 

To  remedy  theie  evils,  a  parliament  was  aflembled^ 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  one-  thoufaiid ^  fix 
hundred,  and  twenty-eight ;  but,  -a^  the  iole  buHfiefsof 
the  leiTions  was  confined  to  difpMes  between  the  mo** 
narch,  and  the  commons^  it  waa,  at  lengdh,  prorogued, 
without  a  grant  of  tlhe  fupplies.    In  ifpite  of  theie  af~ 

fliaing 


S«  39,  40.— VVhitlocfce,  p.  '9.»-m» 


{^)  dkennet,  V.  3.  p.  3«,  39,  40— vvnuiocfce,  p.  ■g.>*m 
L'£ftraii|;e's  biftory  of  Chaxles  th^  firft,  p.  68,  69,  70,  71. 
f— Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  24,  25,  26,  27,  28.— 
Sir  Richard  Bulftrode's  Memoirs. — ^^Campbell's  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  115,  ii6,  117. 
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fli^^Hif  difappoifitineDts,  Charles  exerted  his  power  to 
the  utmoftf  and  prepared  a  naval  force,  in  order  to 
fulfil  the  promifes  which  the  Duke  of  Buckmgham  iiad 
made  to  the  inhabitants  of  Rochelle.  With  this  view, 
a  Beet  of  fifty  fail  was  aflembled,  in  thefpring,  when 
a  large  body  of  mariners  embarked.  The  comnaand  of 
the  whole  armament  was  ,given,  through  the  intereft 
of  Buckingham,  to  his  brother-in-law,  the  carl  of 
Denbigh,  who  failed  from  England,  on  the  feventeenth 
of  April,  and  anchored  in  the  road  of  Rocholle,  on  the 
firft  of  May.  At  his  arrival,  be  difcovered  twenty 
fail  of  French  fliips;,  riding  in  the  harbour ;  and  being 
much  fuperiour  in  number,  and  (Irength,  he  fent  ad- 
vice, into  die  town,  that  he  would  fink  thofe  veflels 
as  ibon  as  the  wind  veered  to  the  weft,  and  made  « 
higher  flood.  On  the  eighth  of  May,  the  wind,  and 
tide  ferved  accordingly,  and  the  Rochellers  cxpeded, 
and  iblicited  that  deliverance.  Btit  the  earl,  without 
remembring  his  promife,  or  embracing  the  opportu- 
nity:, *  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  away,  fuffering  Ibor 
of  the  Frendh  fliips  to  chafe  his  fleet,  which  arrived  at 
Plymoiith,  on  the  twenty-^xth  of  May  (f), 

Tbra  fccond  difgraceful  expedition  was  fdt  by  the 
deluded  inhabitants  of  Rochelle,  whilft  the  Englifti  be- 
held with  equal  fear,  and  jealoufy,  the  rapid,  and  fuc- 
ceisful  prG^refs  of  a  Roman-iCatholic  ^Sion  in  the 
court.  One  Le  Brun,  a  Frenchman,  but  a  captain  in 
the  fleet  ferving  under  the  earl  of  Denbigh,  gave  in, 
on  the  fixteenth  of  May,  before  the  mayor  of  Plymouth, 
depofitions  which  argued  treachery,  or  apparent 
cowardice,  during  the  management  of  the  late  enter- 
prize.  This  account  was  certified  by  that  magiftrate, 
and  two  burgefles  of  the   town,    in  parliament,   by 

whom 


(/)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  pi  117, 
118. 
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whom  It  was  communicated  to  the  council,  who  ft<i-^ 
dreflfed  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  as  lord  high- 
admiral  of  Etigland,  a  letter,  dated  on  the  thirtieth  of 
May,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
twenty-eight,  to  figntfy  his  majefty's  pleafure  that  the 
earl  of  Denbigh  fliould  return  to  the  relief  of  Rochelle, 
with  the  fleet  under  his  charge,  and  with  other  (hips, 
prepared  at  Portfmouth,  and  at  Plymouth.  Yet,  not- 
withftanding  the  order,  no  fleet  returned,  neither 
were  any  inquiries  made  concerning  the  occafion  of  fo 
Angular  a  difobedience  {g). 

In  fpite  of  thefe  repeated  mifcarriages,  fuch  appeared 
the  national  indignation,  and  complaints,  and  fo 
earned  were  the  fupplications  of  the  Rochellers,  that  it 
was  deemed  abfolutely  neceflfary  to  equip  «  third  fleet, 
for  the  relief  of  their  city,  which,  in  confequence  of 
a  clofe  fiege,  was  now  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity. 
The  duke  of  Buckingham  chofe  to  command  this  arma- 
ment, in  perfoo,  and,  therefore,  repaired  immediately 
to  Portfmouth.  On  the  twenty-thitxi  of  Auguft,  h&ving 
breakfafted  with  Soubize,  and  the  general  officers,  he 
rofe,  and  drew  nearer  to  the  door.  Whilil  he  ad- 
vanced, and  converfed  with  Sir  Thomas,  Frier,  one  Fel- 
ton,  (late  a  lieutenant  of  a  regiment  of  foot,  under 
Sir  John  Ramfay,)  placed  himfelf  in  the  entry,  and 
reaching  his  arm  over  the  (houlder  of  Sir  Thomas, 
tbruft  a  knife  into  the  heart  of  Buckingham,  who,  im- 
mediately extraded  this  inftrument  of  death,  with  his 
own  hand,  and  having  uttered  the  words  *'  the  Villain 
''  hath  kilted  me,'*  fell  down,  and  expired  on  the  fpot. 
Telton  flipped  away,  and  might  have  efcaped  undifco- 

vered. 


(g)  Kennet,  V.  3.  p.  48.—- 
Rohan,  p.  171. — Whitlocke,  p. 
Rufliworth's  ColleSJons,  V.  i. 
Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p. 
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10. — Frankland's  Annals, 
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Yered,  but  that  either  his  confcience,  or  hit  infolence 
betrayed  him.  Whilft  the  general  rumour  prevailed 
that  the  murderer  mud  be  a  Frenchman,  and  feveral 
began  to  fuljsed  that  Soubize  was  a  party  concerned  in 
it,  Pelton  ftepped  forward,  and  exclaimed,  **  I  am  the 
"  man  who  did  the  deed ;  let  no  perfon  fuffer  that  it  in- 
*'  nocent.*'  He  had  no  fooner  made  this  confeflion, 
than  he  was  apprehended,  and  conveyed  a  prifoner  to 
London  (i), 

Whatibever  might  have  been  the  feeling  of  Charles, 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  death  of  Buckingham,  it 
is  certain  that  his  eagernefs  for  the  renewal  of  the  en- 
terprize,  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rochetle,  ap- 
peared more  augmented,  than  dimtniflied.  On  the 
day  following,  the  king  appointed  the  earl  of  Lindfay, 
admiral,  and  Monfon,  and  Mountjoy,  vice,  and  rear- 
admirals.  We  learn,  from  an  illuftrious  writer  (i), 
that  the  care,  and  pretence  of  Charles  had  fo  happy  an 
effed  in  fiicilitating  the  preparations  for  the  voyage, 
that  more  expedition  was  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  ten 
days,  than  during  feveral  of  the  preceding  weeks. 
This  circumftance  is  an  inconteftable  proof  of  two 
hOa,  concerning  which  feveral  of  our  hiftorians  have 
exprefled  their  doubts ;  and  thefe  are,  firft,  that  the 
king  was  fincere,  and  zealous  in  his  views ;  and,  fe- 
condly,  that  the  Rochellers  were  convinced  of  the  rec- 
titude of  his  intentions.  The  enterprize  was,  not- 
withftanding,  as  unfortunate  as  the  former.    The  earl 
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(h)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  119. 

(t)  Duke  of  Rohan's  Memoirs,  p.  188. — At  this  period, 
his  brother,  the  duke  of  Soubize,  was  in. England,  and  on 
the  fpot  {  confequently,  he  muft  have  been  an  eye-wit- 
ncfs  of  the  great  preparations  made,  as  well  a»pf  the  .un- 
ufual  diligence  exerted  on  this  occafion.-^ampbell's  Lives 
of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  119. 
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of  Lindfay  departed,  with  the  armament,  from  Eng- 
land, on  the  eighth  of  September,  in  the  year,  one  thou- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-eight,  and  arriving  be- 
fore Rochelle,  difcovered  that  a  mole,  which  was  full  a 
mile  in  extent,  had  been  thrown  acrofs  the  harbour, 
and  that  the  city  was  clofely  blockaded  on  every  fide. 
He  made  feveral  ineffedual  attempts  to  force  a  palTage 
into  the  harbour ;  and,  at  laft,  on  the  eighteenth  of 
Odober,  the  inhabitants,  who  had  long  languished  un- 
der the  feverities  of  famine,  were  glad  to  accept  of 
terms  from  their  own  prince,  and  aftually  furren- 
dered.  At  this  junSure,  the  Englifli  were  at  hand» 
yet  unable  to  aifiSl  them  i  and  to  render  their  reduc- 
tion ftill  more  affliding,  in  the  night,  after  the  city 
had  been  delivered  up,  the  fea  made  a  breach  fujffici- 
ently  wide  to  have  given  entrance  to  the  largeft  veflel 
in  the  Britifh  fleet  {k).  With  this  expedition,  ended 
the  operations  of  the  war  againfl:  France;  yet  a 
peace  was  not  concluded,  until  the  fucceeding  year 

We 


(k)  Frankland's  Annals,  p.  jjS.-^Kennet,  V.  3.  p.  49. 

— Rulhworth,  V.   i.  p.  635.^ ^L'Eftrange's  Hiftory  of 

Charles  the  firfty  V.  i.  p.  93.— —Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of 
Rohan,  p.  190.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a. 

p.  ,1.1 9,  I20.  • 

(/)  Kymer's  Fccdera,  V.  19.  p.  66 — 86.— In  Ruihworth's 
co11e6tions,  under  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
twenty-nine,  and  at  the  fourth  page,  the  reader  will  find  a 
lone,  and  pathetic  letter,  addrefied,  by  the  duke  of  Rohan, 
to  the  king,  and  imploring  his  farther  aid  on  the  behalf  of 
the  reformed  churches  in  France,  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
peace  ;  but  Charles  (as  he  informed  that  nobleman  in  his 
anfwer,)  having  been  conftrained  to  diflblve  the  parliament, 
firom  whom  he  expeded  fupplies,  recommended  that  (fince 
he  was  incapable  of  affifting  them,)  they  ihould  mdte  the 
moft  advantageous  terms  in  their  power,  with  the  court  of 
France.— Campbeirt  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  120. 


ILLUSTRIOUS  SEAMEN,  &c.     127 

Wc  now  enter  on  the  relation  of  an  engagement 
between  fix  Englifh  frigates,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  and  two  Venetian  galeafles,  two  gal- 
leons of  the  fame  nation,  and  feverai  French  (hips.  As 
the  writer  (m)  is  rather  fingular  in  his  defcriptions, 
we  ihall  prefent  them  to  the  reader,  from  his  own 
words. 

"  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  being  authorized  by  his  majef- 
*'  ty's  fpecial  commiiTion,  under  the  great  feal  of 
*' England,  for  a  defign  againft  the  French,  then  his 
**  majefty's  enemies,  (the  period  of  which  dedgn 
"  pointed  at  thofe  parts,)  with  fix  (hips,  of  which  his 
'*  own  went  admiral,  after  many  encounters  by  the 
*'  way,  came,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  in  the  year,  one 
*'  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty-eight,  before 
*'  Cape  Conjure,  where  he  lay  at  hull,  fair  all  that 
*'  night.  The  cape  is  about  ten  miles  from  Scan- 
*'  deroon ;  whence,  on  the  morrow,  in  the  afternoon, 
*'  he  fent  his  boat,  well  armed,  to  defcry  the  road, 
*'  and  to  bring  him  fome  intelligence.  This  the  men 
*'  did,  the  next  morning,  having  met  with  fome  Ve- 
**  netian  boats  that  were  (ifhing,  with  which  Venetians, 
*'  they  paiTed  for  Maltefe ;  for,  there  were  in  Sir  Ke- 
"  nehn's  boat,  Maltefe,  and  Greeks.  They  bcought 
"  word  that  there  were  at  anchor,  in  the  road,  two 
'<  Venetian  galeafles,  two  other  galleons,  two  Englifli 
*'  Ihips,  and  four  French  veflels,  one  of  which  came  in 
**  the  day  before,  being  very  rich,  and  having  as  yet 
**  unladen  nothing.  Sir  Kenelm  fpent  all  the  following 
**  night,  in  overfeeing  the  preparations  for  fight,  and 
**  firing  in  his  feverai  ihips,  for  that  he  expeded  a 
*'  fierce  onfet,  the  next  day,  from  the  Venetians,  who 
**  had  declared  themfelves  the  guarders  of  that  road, 
*^  and  were  reported  to  have  given  out  that  they  would 
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<*  fink  all  the  Englifli  men  of  war  which  they  ihould 
'*  meet,  either  in  their  own,  or  in  the  Grand  Signior's 
•*  feas.  Which  peremptorinefs,  if  true,  including  an 
'*  intent  of  difhonour  to  the  nation,  could  not  but 
*'  exafperate  any  true  Englifli  fpirit,  efpecially  of  the 
*«  nobler  fort.  This  moved  not  yet  Sir  Kenelm  to  any 
"  violence  of  pafllon,  but  that  with  a  careful  tem- 
(f  per,  and  difcreet  judgment,  he  prepared  himfelf,  and 
**  fitted  his  fliips,  at  all  points,  for  all  occadons/' 

<*  And  here,  although  it  be  a  digreilion,  (Ince  it  may 
«  be  worth  an  obfervation,  (efpecially  with  the  cu- 
*'  rious,)  let  me  infert  a  report  of  his  own,  with  a  pre- 
**  face  of  his  proteftation,  that  he  was  neither  fo  Hm- 
**  pie,  or  fuperflitious,  as  vainly  to  build  a  futh  upon 
•*  any  way  of  divination,  fuch  as  the  Sortes  Virgilianse, 
**  which  the  ancients  much  relied  upon,  and  of  which 
<*  the  Roman  hiilories  have  many  ftrange  examples, 
**  that  make  them  feem  no  lefs  than  oracles.  Yet, 
"  thus  it  happened  to  Sir  Kenelm,  that  being  wearied 
'*  with  cares,  and  defirous  to  fleep  upon  the  poop,  un-> 
**  til  the  wind  might  ferve  to  bring  them  in,  amongfl; 
"  other  cogitations,  the  remembrance  of  thefe  Sortes 
**  intermixed  itfelf ;  and,  by  accident,  one  that  was 
**  near  him  was  reading  Virgil,  which  Sir  Kenelm  tak- 
*'  ing,  having  firft  conceived  the  chance  of  a  number, 
t«  for  the  verfe  which  he  fliould  take,  upon  that  leaf 
**  where  he  opened  the  book,  thefe  two  folk>wing  pie- 
**  fented  themfelves : 

iBneas,  celfa  in  Puppi  jam  certus  eundi, 
Carpebat  Somnos,  Rebus  jam  rite  paratu. 

*<  Which  falling  out  to  fit  to  the  prefent  circum- 
<'  ftances,  and  the  relations  which  they  had  to  the 
*' Trojan's    enfuing   fortunes,  was  received  betwixt 
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**  jeft  and  earned,  for  a  very  good  omen,  and  became 
<*  the  inftniment  of  an  encouragement,  by  being  made 
*'  the  conclufion  of  a  ihoft  fpcech  to  his  men ;  for  it 
**  feemed  to  confirm  their  refolutions,  and  prevent  the 
**  diflurbance  of  them,  by  any  difpute  that  might 
**  arife  concerning  the  juftnefs  of  Sir  Kenelm's  deiign, 
**  and  proceedings  («)." 

*'  But  his  judgment  took   another   courfe  for  the 
"  ftrengthening  of  his  caufe,  and  that  the  juilice  of  it 
''  might  the  better  command  the  attendance  of  fuc- 
*'  cefs,  (refpeding,  notwithftanding,  his  honour,  be- 
^  fore  any  public  fafety,  which  might  tend  to  difre- 
**  putation,)  he  fent  a  previous  meflage  to  the  Venetian 
general,  (the  galeafles  having  weighed  anchor,  and 
being  come  within  half  a  league  of  his  fhips,)  in- 
"  forming  htm  that  his  voyage  of  warfare  was  by  his 
*^  majefty's  commiffion,  and  giving  him  aflurance  of 
*'  all  TttpeStf  and   friendship,    and  that  the  French 
'*  were  the  only  ob}e6b  of  his  attempt,  fop  which  he 
*'  Had  a  fufficient  warrant.    To  the  two  Englifti  (hips 
'*  he  Ukewife  fent  letters,  to  fettle  the  difquiet  which 
**  he  conceived  tlnir  fears  had  put  them  in,  and  to  give 

P  3  **  them 


-  (if)  A  fimilar  circumilance  is  related  in  Wei  wood's  me- 
moirs concerning  Charles»  the  firft,  and  the  lord  Falkland, 
who  both  tried  the  Sortes  Vireilianae.  Being  obliged  to 
write  this  note  from  memory,  f  cannot  infert  the  itriking 
paiTftge  which  is  mentioned  to  have  prefented  itfelf  to  Falk- 
land.   The  lines  on  which  the  king  dipped  are  thefe : 

**  Haec  Finis  Priami  Fatorum,  hie  exitus  ilium 

**  Sorte  tulit,  Trojam  incenfam»  et  prolapfa  videntem 

'^  Pergama  tot  quondam  poj^ulis,  terrifque  fuperbum 

'*  Regnatorem  Afias ;  jacet  ingens  Liitore  Truncus, 

**  Avulfumque  Humeris  Caput,  et  fine  Nomine  Corpus." 

The  little  faith  which  we  can  place  on  thefe  relations  will 
not  incline  us  to  impofe  on  the  credulity  of  the  reader. 
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*'  them  fatisfa£fcion  that  his  buflnefs  was  no  way  to 
«  difturb  their  pegociations.  But  before  Sir  Kenelm's 
**  mefTengers  could  return  on  board  to  deliver  the  an- 
'*  fwer,  the  admiral-galeafs  of  the  Venetians  difcharged 
**  feven,  or  eight  fhot,  the  firft  of  whicjiy  alighting 
^'  ihorty  was  received  as  a  falute,  and  accordingly  re- 
*<  turned  by  the  difcharge  of  a  piece  of  ordnance  ; 
«  but  fome  of  the  reft  hitting  his  (hip,  and  one  (hot 
«  his  flag,  together  with  the  arrival,  and  informa- 
^'  tion  of  the  meflenger,  rendered  the  defigns  of  the 
"  Venetians  more  known.  Sir  Kenelm,  to  convince 
*'  them  that  his  long  forbearance  was  no  apprehenfion 
**  of  the  fear  which  he  had  of  their  ftrength,  and  ad- 
«  vantage,  but  a  ftrengthening  of  the  juftice  of  his 
"  caufe,  gave  them  three,  or  four  broadfides,  in  a 
<^  very  ihort  fpace  of  time,  which  did  fo  much  fpoil, 
*<  both  to  the  French,  and  the  Venetians,  (who  found 
"  pretence,  by  this  time,  that  their  quarrel  was  the 
"  protedion  of  the  French,  which  they  had  underta- 
"  ken,)  that  they  were  forced  to  retire,  and  fight  at  a 
*^  more  wary  diftance.  In  the  mean  time.  Sir 
*'  Kenelm  played  fo  well  upon  their  galleons,  that  the 
"  men  ftowed  themfelves  under  the  hold,  and  left  the 
"  veflels  to  their  fortune,  without  any  guidance. 
**  The  Galeafles,  then  coming  up  to  their  Aiccour,  re- 
"  ceived  fuch  a  rude  welcome  that  th^y  rode  away  to 
"  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  Engliih  (hips  that  lay  in 
"  the  road ;  which  policy  was  a  fure  defence  to  them, 
*'  for.  Sir  Kenelm  was  fo  cautious  that  he  would  rather 
^*  lofe  an  opportunity  of  offending  his  enemies,  than 
take  hold  of  it,  to  the  ojffence  of  his  countrymen. 
The  Galeaffes  thus  leaving  the  aftion  to  be  witne(res 
of  it  only  at  that  fafe  diftance,  the  galjeons  were 
*'  in  great  danger,  their  men  being  ftowed  under 
*'  ^latches  }  but  that  Sir  Kenelm,  direding  all  his  en- 
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*'  dcavours  againft.  the  French,  from  whom  he  had  re- 
*'  cesved  the  moft  damage,  gave  way  to  their  quiet, 
"  without  much  difturbance,  more  than  what  proceeded 
*'  from  their  own  fears,  and  perceiving  the  French 
"  to  come  up  clofe,  their  (hips  being  burly  veflels, 
*'  fome  having  fix  and  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance,  he 
**  firit  direded  his  two  lefler  Ihips  to  deal  with  them, 
"  but  quickly  taking  notice  of  the  advantage,  ferit 
*'  the  rear>admiral  to  their  fiiccour,  by  which  means 
'*  the  three  fhips  boarded  and  took  each  of  them  a 
"  feveral  prize,  the  fourth  French  (hip  being  run  a- 
*'  ground  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  to  which  this 
*'  fuccefs  gave  an  end,  after  three  hours." 

'<  It  is  remarkable  that,  in  this  fight,  not  one  of  Sir 
*'  Kenelm*s  men  received  a  hurt  to  death ;  and  of  the 
''  Venetians,  and  French,  there  were  flain  ninety  nine 
**  perfons,  of  whom  one  was  commander  of  the  Vene- 
^  tian  land-forces,  a  brave,  and  generous  man, 
**  whofe.lofs  was  much  lamented  by  them,  and  pitied 
•*  by  Sir  Kenelm.  The  admiral-galeafs  of  the  Vene» 
"  tians  was  the  only  one  of  thofe  four  which  the  Ve- 
"  netians  lent  to  the  king  of  Spain,  that  returned  fironi 
<*  the  battle  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  five  hundried, 
*'  and  eighty-eight,  where  be  fought  with  Sir  Martin 
<<  Probifher,  in  the  Triun^pb,  belonging  to  queen  Eli- 
«  zabeth,  whilft  the  other  three  were  funk,  or  fired, 
*'  iince  when  (he  hath  been  preferved,  by  putting  in  of 
"  new  pieces  where  need  required,  (as  they  fay  the 
*'  Athenians  did  by  the  gaU^y  of  Salamines,)  fo  that 
<*  now  nothing  of  her  was  remaining  of  thofe  times 
"  but  the  mould." 

"  This  adion,  and  fuccefs  of  Sir  Kenelm*s,  although 
**  perhaps  clear  in  itfelf,  became  queftionable  by  the 
**  Minifters  of  the  Grand  Signior,  through  the  com- 
"  plaints  of  the  French  and  Venetians,  fo  that  the  Ba- 
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<*  ihaw  of  Aleppo,  and  the  Cadi  of  Scanderoon  took  hold 
"  of  the  occafion  to  practice,  and  exa6t  a  fine  from 
**  the  Engiifli  merchants,  taking  alfo  from  the  Englifh 
<<  conful,  at  Aleppo,  a  large  Aim,  which  he,  through 
"  fear  of  the  retention  of  any  (hip,  delivered,  with- 
«  out  much  refi  (lance,  and  fo  appeafed,  and  calmed 
**  that  ruggednefs  which,  notwitUlanding,  proved  af- 
*'  terwards  an  aggravation  in  other  caufes.'* 

*'  For,  fhortly  afterwards,  one  William  Bundock, 
"  captain  of  an  Engiifli  ihip,  called  the  Safe-Bonaven- 
*'  ture,  having  lain  fome  time  at  Zant,  and  within 
**  the  harbour,  went  out  to  Tea,  for  purchafe,  and  fell 
**  upon  a  Ihip  trading  betwixt  Mefllna  and  Malta,  that 
**  belonged  to  Haggi  Caflum,  Cofmo  Orlando,  and 
«  other  fubje^s  of  the  Grand  Siguier,  and  had  letters  of 
"  fafe  condud  from  the  Imperial  Port.  Of  this  (hip, 
*'  captain  Bundock  made  a  prize,  and  a  complaint  ar- 
'*  rived  at  the  port,  to  a  fudden  difturbance  of  Sir 
**  Peter  Wyche,  the  Engli(h  ambaflador  there  refiding. 
"  This  complaint  made  the  more  noife,  for  that  the 
<'  Chimacham,  Captain  Balhaw,  and  other  principal  nii- 
'*  nifters,  pretended  themfelves  interefted  therein,  hav- 
"  ing  committed  monies  to  the  charge  of  the  captain 
"  of  the  (hip  taken,  for  the  redemption  of  TurkKh 
*'  captives,  at  Mefllna,  Malta,  and  other  places.  For 
'*  this  particular  pleading,  with  tlieir  aptnefs  to^make 
'*  any  thing  a  caufe  for  pradices  upon  (Grangers,  the 
*'  Vizir  fent  his  exprefs  command  for  the  detention 
**  of  two  Engiifli  (hips,  then  in  the  Port,  called,  the 
**  Lx)ndon,  and  the  William,  fo  to  compel  a  reftitution. 
"  On  this  occaflon,  the  ambaffador  went  to  the  couft 
**  of  the  Grand  Signior,  and  after  much  arguing,  and 
^<  a  fecond  vi(it  to  the  principal  minifters,  when  he 
"  made  it  appear  what  a  dirrefpe£fc  it  would  be  to  his 
''  majefty  of  England,  and  how  unju(l  it  would  feem 

«  to 
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'*  to  the  world,  a  releafe  was  obtained  for  the  prefent, 
"  but  without  any  final  determination." 

<<  The  ambaflador,  in  this  bufinefs,  made  ufe  of  ali 
**  fair  endeavours,  and   poUcies,    for  the  gaining  of 
**  time,  until  his  delays  bringing  him.  into  fome.  fuT- 
picion  of  negleft,  the  Janizaries  a-new.  incen&d  the. 
Vizir,  by  reviving  it  witk  a  pretence  of  lofs,  whidi 
tfayqy  received  by  Bundock,  and  procured  a  peremptory 
<*  order  that  all  ihould  inftantly  be  made  good.    Whea 
"  this  order  was  notified  to  the  ambaflador,  by  a ; 
'*  Chiaus,  he  fe^  his  reply  by  a  Druggerman.    Thts^^ 
"  proceeding,  notwithftanding,  gave  no  fatisfa^io^  to  ^ 
the  paifion  of  the  Vizir,  who,  tp  infinuate  himfelC ; 
with  the  Janizaries,  gave  way  to  mofl  of  their  outr* 
rageS)  fo  that  the  ambadador  to  prevent  his  houfe 
from  being  afliiulted,  was  forced  to  give  five  hun^rei: 
H dollars  amongft  the  Janizaries;  and  thus  all,  was . 
"  calmed  again^  until  fome  following  accidents  of  thist  < 
''natuce  revived  the:  memory  of  it."  i 

We  now  proceed  to  the  relation  of  thofe  affli^ing 
circumftances  in  which  eight  men  (0)  who  had  acci- 
dentally been  kft  at  Greenland,  were  involved  djaring.; 
the  fpace  of  nearly  nine  months.    Towards  the  mid<- 
die  of  Auguft,  in  the  year,  one-thoufand,:  fix  hundred^' 
andthirty^'the  captain  of  theieunfprtiniate.  voyagersu 
commanded  them  to  difembarkj  and  endeavour  topro^  > 
cure  venifon  for.  their  fhip-mates^    Such  was  thcwu 
fuGcefs  that,  during  the  fpace  of  two  days,  they  kilted^^ 
more  than  twenty  deer.    On  the  morrow,  they  loadedt 
their  (hallop,  and  prepared  for  their  departwe ;  but 
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(•)  Thefe  were,  William  Fakely,  a  gunner  ;  Edward  > 
Pelhain,  his  mate  ;  John  Wife,  and  Robert  GoodieJlbw, 
feamen  }    Thomas    Ayres,    Whale-cutter  j    Henry    Bet, , 
cooper  j  John  Dawes,  and  Richard  Kellet,  landmen. 
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fcarcely  had  they  left  the  fhore,  when  they  difcovered 
that  the  captain  had  flood  out  to  fea,  in  order  to  ex- 
tricate his  veflel  from  the  ftupendous  heap  of  ice 
which  had  been  already  driven  upon  the  coaff.  They 
now  threw  their  venifon  overboard,  and  haftened  to- 
wards Bell-Sound,  the  appointed  rendezvous  of  all  the 
Englifh  (hips,  which,  at  that  period,  were  engaged 
amidft  the  fiflieries  of  Greenland.  To  this  place,  they 
unfortunately  loft  their  paflage;  an  event  which  muft 
be  afcribed  to  the  obftinacy  of  one  of  their  aflbciates* 
who  affirmed  that' it  wa;^  fituated  coniiderably  to  the 
fcnithward.  The  reft  difcovered  the  error  when  it  was 
tbolate;  and  all  the  Greenland' fleet  had  failed  for 
England. 

'  They  were  no>y  left  in  a  country  deftitute  of  the 
neceffaries  of  exiftence,  without   food,  or  fufficient 
raiment  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  feverity  of 
the  climate.    At  this  alarming  jiindurej  they  unani-' 
moufly  refolved  to  exert  their  utmoft  endeavours'  for' 
their  own  prefervation,  andto  oppofe,  with  hope,  and 
fortitude,  the   baneful  influence  of  defpair.     It  was^ 
agreed  that  they'lhould  avail  themfelves  (^  that  favour-' 
able  weather  which  yet  lafted^  and  proceed  to  Green.: 
Harbour,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  venifon  to  fub- 
fift  on  during  the  approaching  winter.   Arriving, thetef 
on  the  twenty'tfifthof  Auguft,  they  repaired,  at  an  early 
hour  of  the  next  morning,  to  Cole!s;  Park,  which  was  • 
dlftint  from  the  harbour  nearly  two  leagues,  and,  at'! 
nighty  returned  with  feven  deer,  and  four  bears. 

Emboldened  by  fuccefs,  they  viftted  the  place  agaiUf : 
ai^  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  deftroy  a  larger  number  of 
thefe  animals,  with  all  of  which  they  came  back,  in 
fafety,  to  the  harbour.     From  hence,  having  loaded 
another  ihallop,  which  had  been  left  by  the  Englifli,  - 
with  the  boiled  greaves  of  Whales,  they  departed  for 
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Bell-Sound,  where  the  convenience  of  a  large  tent,  or 
ihed  of  boards,  ereSed  for  the  lodging,,  and  accom- 
modation of  the  coopers,  invited  them  to  make  prepa- 
rations for  a  winter-refidence.    On  the  pafTage,  they 
were  benighted ;  and  when  they  had  run  their  boats 
a-ground,    and  taken  the  few  precautions  in  their 
power  to  fecure  them,  they  marched  into  the  adjacent- 
country,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcovering  fome  comfort- 
able ihelter  from  the  intenfe  cold.     At  the  appearance 
of  the  next  morning,  they  returned,  and  obferved  that 
not  only  their  boats  were  driven  from  the  faftenings* 
but  that  the  venifbn  had  been  waflied  over-board,  and 
was  lying  on  the  ihore. 

The  weather  of  the  day  following    (the  third  of 
September,)  was  Co  clear  that  they  perceived  their  pro- 
viflons,  and,  having  coUeded  them  together,  launched 
the  boats,and  rowed  towards  Beil-Sound,  where,  on  their 
arrival,  they  engaged  in  the  conftrudion  of  an  habit- 
able building.     The  large  tent  (already  mentioned^y 
was  eighty  feet,    in    length,  and    fifty  in   breadth. 
Within  it,  and  oUt  of  the  materials  of  a  fmaller  (hed, 
ivhich  they  had  levelled  to  the  ground,  they  built  a 
warm  room,  the  exterior  part  of ,  which  was  fenced 
around  with  board?,  bricks,;  and  lime.    In  length,  it 
was  twenty  feet^  in  breadth  iixteent^  and  in  heighth^ 
tepr,  They  next  divided  it  into  fmall  cabins,  ithr 
bods  of  which  were  compofed  of  dried  deer  -ikins.    For 
fire-wood,  they  made  ufe  of  empty  caiks,  and  the^ 
planks  of  old  (hallops,  ieveral  of,  which  had  been  kft 
aihore  by  the  crews  belonging  to  the  Engliih  veflels.   i  ^  <* 
During  the  courfe  of    fome  months,  their  mindi: 
were  tortured  by  the  fears  of  per iihing  for  want  of 
food.    Their  provifions  were  infufficient  to  fupport 
them  until  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  nor  did  they  en- 
tertain a  Hope,  that,  in  fo  miferable  a  region,  any  fuf- 

tenance 
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tftnce  could  be  procured.  They  now  reduced  them* 
ftlves  to  three  fcanty  meak,  each  week»  on  bear,  and 
veniibn.  Mouldy  fritters,  and  the  corrupted  greavca 
of  Whales  were,  at  other  times,  their  only  aliment. 
They  next  felt  a  melancholy  addition  to  their  cala- 
nwtifis,  by  the  abfence  of  the  fun,  which  did  not 
^ine  upon  the  country,  from  the  fourteenth  of  Odober, 
until  the  third  of  February.  During  a  part  of  this 
diftrefsful  period>  a  fai.Qi  glimmering  of  light  might  be 
.ohferved  <btly,  for  an  inconfiderable  fpace  of  time ; 
but,  between  the  firft,  and  twentieth  of  December, 
ibey  were  involved  in  darknefs. 

Towards  the  dofe  of  January,  thefe  defponding 
li]|FererS;were  revifited  by  returning  day-light,  which 
gieafoed  dimly  during  the  fpace  of  nearly  eight  hours. 
They.haftened  to  examine  theifprovifions,  and  were 
alarmed  to  find  that  the  whole  flock  was  too  confidet^ 
ably,  diminiihed  to  bft  longer  than  the  term  of  fik 
weeks.  At  length  the  weather  becanne  tolerably 
hAff  and  the  creatures  which  were  fit  for  food,  now 
ventured  from,  their,  coverts.  Rejoiced  at  their  ap- 
pearance, the  Engliih  iffiied  from  a  wretched  habita- 
tfiOftB  io  fearch  of  (uftenance.  They  were  fa  for- 
tmvite  as  to  kill  feven  bears,  aind  >  two  fea-horfes. 
J^itmps^theyicatcbed fifty  foxes,  and  thirty. fowls, re-*' ^ 
ftmbljng  ducki^:  in  fize,  form,  and  plumage;  and, 
Hkelvife^  H)^.  birds,  as  large ,  as  pigeons.  Otatliefejr 
tjBiiey  fared  .Inxurioufly.  ,»bv- 

?:]^i  the  morning  oft  the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  two: 
Ihips  belmi^flg  to  the  port  of  Hull,  caft  anchor  in 
titejfound.  One  of  the  commanderSj  who  recollfeded 
that  fbmeiE^gliihmen;bad  been  left  afhore,  ordered  f^ve^ 
nlof  the  crew  to  difembark,  and  walk,  over  the  fnow, 
to  the  great  ihed,  for  the  humane  purpofe  of  relieving 
thefe  fttfferei-s,  if  they  continued  yet  alive.  They 
L  were 
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were  on  the  point  of  lifting  up  their  daily  prayers  to 
the  Almighty,  within  their  chamber,  when  one  of 
their  aflfociates,  who  was  endeavouring  to  repair  a 
damaged  part  of  the  exterior  building,  exclaimed, 
with  tranfport,  **  our  deliverers  are  come."  Amidft 
the  firft  violence  of  their  joy,  all  devotion  was  for- 
gotten ;  but  at  length,  deeply  penetrated  with  a 
fenfe  of  their  felicity,  they  burft  into  tears  of  Gra- 
titude, and  falling  on  their  knees,  returned  thanks  to 
the  GREAT  FOUNTAIN  OF  MERCY  for  that  whicfa 
they  had  received. 

Eager  to  quit  the  land,  they  repaired  immediately 
on  board  one  of  the  Hull  fhips,  where  they  waited 
for  the  arrival  of  the  London  fleet,  with  which  they 
afterwards  returned  to  England,  and  were  rewarded  by 
the  Mufcovy  company,  in  whofe  fcrvice  they  had  en- 
dured fuch  complicated  misfortunes  {p). 

At  this  period,  the  French  became  ambitious  of  in- 
troducing within  their  harbours  a  formidable  naval 
armament,  and  beheld  with  equal  jealoufy,  and  con- 
cern, the  augmentation  of  the  fleets  of  England. 
The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Paris  took  their  rife 
from  the  deep  politics  of  Richlieu,  the  minifter  who 
had  moft  efliedually  inveiligated  the  nature  of  the  in- 
terefts  of  each  European  power,  and  who  could  lead 
them  under  a  fubferviency  to  the  views  of  France. 
He  it  was  alio  who  induced  the  Swedes  to  deftroy  the 
influence  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  in  Germany,  and 
had  the  addrefs  to  engage  the  Englifli  to  aflift  in  that 
deiign,  upon  the  plaufible  pretence  of  afl^ording  Tuc- 

cour 

(p)  M  S.  written  by  Edward  Pelham,  one  of  the  fufferers. 
-—Collection  of  voyages,  Folio,  V.  4.  p  752— Harris's 
Coll.  appendix,  p.  33.— Lediard's  naval  Hiftory,  Folio. 
V.  2.  p.  520,  5ai. 
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cour  to  the  Protcftants  (y).  Next,  hir-^ftnts  In 
Holland  alarmed  the  jealoufy  of  the  States  <*onieming 
the  dominion  of  theEngliHi  over  the  narrow  felt,  then- 
claim  to  the  fole  right  either  of  fiihingj  and  of  per- 
mittiiTg  others  to  fiHi  in  them,  and  theif  qEpedation 
of  receiving  the  honours  of  the  flag,  at 'a-confider- 
able  diftance  from  their  own  ihores.  We  muft  re- 
mind the  reader  that  the  celebrated  Hugo  Grotius  de- 
livered to  the  world  a  treatife  under  the  title  of 
••  Marc  Liberum,"  wherein,  with  great  eloquence,  he 
endeavoured  to  expofe  the  weaknefs  of  the  Engliih 
title  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean*  which  he  re- 
prefents  as  a  gift  from  God,  and  common  to  all 
nations  (r).  •"  • 

On  this  occaflon*  the  antagonift  of  Grotius  was 
the  learned  Selden,  who,  in  his  "  Mare  Claufum  (x)," 
hath  demonftrated  from  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nature,  and  of  nations,  that  a  dominion  over  the 
fea  may  be  acquired  :  and  proved,  likewife,  from  the 
moft  authentic  paflages  in  hiftory,  that  fuch  a  do- 
minion hath  been  claimed,  and  enjoyed  by  feveral 
nations,  and  fubmitted  to  by  others  for  their  common 
benefit ;  that  ihis  circumftance  was,  in  fad,  the  cafe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifli  ifland,  who  at  all 
times,  and  under  every  kind  of  government,  had 
claimed,  exerci fed,  and  conftantly  enjoyed  fuch  a  do- 
minion ;  a  truth  which  had  been  frequently,  and 
moft  folemnly  confefTed  by  all  the  neighbouring  powers. 

To 


(q)  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  in  which  this  point  » 
fully  ftated. — Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2. 
p.  121. 

(r)  Mare  Liberum  ;  feu  de  Jure  quod  Batavis  competit 
ad  Indica  Commercia.  Lug.  fiat.  Elzevir.  1609.  8vo.  At 
this  period  the  book  was  reprinted. 

(s)  Seu  de  Dominio  Maris.  Lib  2  Londini.  1635. 
Folio. 
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To  the  learning,  induftry,  and  judgment  fuperior 
to  praife,  which  may  be  difcovered  in  the  Works  of 
this  iliuftrious  difputant,  we  mud  afcribe  the  eftabiifh- 
ment  of  that  now  incontrovertible  pofition,  *<  that  the 
"  Englifli  poflefs  an  hereditary,  uninterrupted  right  to 
<*  the  fovereignty  of  their  Teas,  conveyed  to  them,  from 
''their  earlieft  anceftors,  in  truft  for  their  lateft 
«•  pofterity  (/)." 

The  vaft,  and  enterprizing  genius  of  Richlieu,  at 
once  pervading  the  departments  of  the  (late,  gave  new 
life  to  that  branch  of  the  adminiftration  which  was 
immediately  conneded  with  the  fupport  of  commerce, 
and  the  advancement  of  the  marine.    Having  already 
availed  himfelf  of  the  power,  and    induftry  of   the 
Dutch  to  interrupt  the  trade,  and  debilitate  the  ma- 
ritime ftrength  of  England,  he  eflPeAed  a  negociation 
between  his  fovereign,  and  the  States  of  Holland,  one 
leading  objefk  of  which  was  a  mutual  dividon  of  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands.    With  equal  fecrecy,  and  fecu- 
rity,  did  this  fagacious  minifter  facilitate  his  darling 
projed  of  accompliihing  the  eftabliflmient  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  naval  force  in  France,  under  the.avowed  pre- 
tence of  aflifting  the  Dutch  in  the  maintenance  of  their 
claim  to  a  joint  dominion  over  the  feas,  and  of  en-r 
abling  them  to  turn  their  commerce  into  a  channel 

as 


(/)  Rufliworth,  A.  D.  1636.  p.  320. — ^Frankland*s  an- 
nals, p.  476.— Whitlocke. — L'Efhrange.— Mr.  Campbell  ♦, 
after  having  remarked  that  the  book  written  by  Selden, 
was  publimed  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred, 
and  thirty-four,  under  the  royal  patronage,  adds  thai  it  may 
reafonably  be  inferred  that  Charles  haJ  formed  the  moil  juft, 
and  generous  ideas  concerning  the  naval  right  vefted  in  the 
fovereign,  and  the  people,  notwithft  andmz  that,  for  the 
'  purpofe  of  fupporting  them,  he  unfortunately  adhered  to 
meafures  at  once  lawlefs,  viohnt,  and  unfuccefsful. 
*  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  122. 
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as  prejudicial  to  the  English,  as  advantageous  to  them- 
felves.  All  artifts  whatlbever  who  had  attained  to  any 
celebrity  in  the  maritime  profefllon  were  invited,  by 
the  moil  liberal  offers,  jto  refide  in  France,  and  every 
politic,  and  feducing  meafure  was  recurred  to  for  the 
purpofe  of  fixing  them,  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  in  the  ferviccf  of  the  crown. 

The  king  of  England  had  formed  a  juft  idea  of  the 
defign  conceived  by  Richlieu,  and  difcerning  its  future 
confequences,  endeavoured  to  prevent  them  by  afTert- 
ing  his  title  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean,  by  re- 
gulating the  mode  of  bearing  flags,  and  by  publiih- 
ing  proclamations,  in  order  to  reftrain^  fhipwrights, 
and  other  artificers  from  entering  into  a  foreign  fer- 
vice  (m).    If,  with  thefe  political  precautions,  Charles 
had  united  even    a    moderate   condefcenfion  to  the 
temper  of  his  fubje^s,  by  difmiiTmg  from  thtir  pofls 
fhofe  minifters  who  had  incurred  the  popular  odium, 
eithi^r  in  confequence  of  their  arbitrary  principles,  or 
their  mifcondu6l,  it  is  certain  th^t  he  would  have  fixed 
Ihe  nation,  and  its  parliamentary  reprefentatives  firm- 
ly  in  his  interefl,  and,  by  obtaining  his  point,  have 
carfied  the  reputation  of  the  Englifh  ^o  heights  which 
never  were  attained  by  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.    But 
his    dlfpofition,     unequal    to    thofe    complying  arts 
which  make  the  happieft  impreflions  on  the  people, 
prevented  (in  coi^undion  with  the  narrow  prejudices 
of  individuals,  who  yet  were  deemed  the  patriots  of 
the  time,)    the  full    accomplifhment  of  his  laudable 
intentions,  and  converted  what  he  defigned  for  cor- 
dials, into  corrolive  poifons. 

Mr. 

(k)  Kennel's  coinpleat  Hiftory  of  England,  V.  3.  p.  74. 
— Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  24. — Frankland's  Annals,  p. 
471. — Sir  Philip'Warwick's  Memoirs. — L'Eftrange's  Life  of 
Charles,  tbe  firft,  p.  130,  131. — ^Campbell's  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  121. 
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Mr.  Campbell,  after  having  obferved  that  he  is  far 
ir6m  affefHng  an  allegorical  (!yle,  adds  that  there  are 
ibme  matters  of  fo  delicate  a  natiire,  and  the  tempers 
6f  men,  at  particular  feafons^  \are  fo  ftrangely  turned^ 
that  it  is  hot  expedient  either  for  them  to  hear,  or  for 
the  hiftorian  to  write  even  truth  too  bluntly.     He  fub- 
joins  thai  is  is  equally  dangerous  for  one  Who  under- 
takes fiich  a  talk  as  this,  to  be  afraid  of  delivering  his 
fentiments  freely j|  even  fuppofing  that  his  fears  flow 
froni  ah  ^pprehenfioh  of  injuring  what  he  thinks  it  his 
duty  to  recommend.    Under  a  ftrortg  fenfe^  therefore^ 
of  what,  in  one  refped,  it  becomes  him  to  fay  for  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  and  what,  in  regard  to  the  ofu-^ 
nioh  of  very  celebf'ated  ixien,  who  have  tliought  diffe« 
tently,  he  declares  that  he  ihould  be  guiky  of  an  im- 
propriety, by  appearing  pofitive  in  his  obfervations 
concerning  the  cafe  of  ihip>money,  a  fufajedt  exceed-^ 
ihgly  tender  ih  the  lad  age,  and  almoft  equally  foi,  at 
^refenf  (x). 

The  early  apprehendons  which  the  king  Had  eftter- 
tained  of  this  new  leagiie  between  the  French,  zni 
Dutch,  were  confiderably  heightened  in  the  year,  one 
thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-five,  by  the  jiin^on 
of  the  fleets  in  the  fervice  of  thofe  powers,  and  thd 
intelligence  which  he  had  received  that  F^rance  intende<l 
(hortly  to  declare  war  againft  Sipain ;  and  from  that 
circqmllance,  to  derive  the  occafibn  fo  long  fought 
for,  of ''dividing  the  Netherlands  with  the  Dutch,  all 
whofe  preteniions  in  refpe€b  to  the  right  of  filhihg, 
and  ufing  an  unreftrained  navigation  in  the  Teas,  I^wis 
had  undertaken  to  defend. .  Charles,  therefore,  refolVed 
to  remain  no  longer  paflive ;  and,  in  order  to  defeat 
Vol.  IV.  Q,  this 

(x)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals.  Vol.  a.  p.  itj, 
1 24-— 'The  reader  is  dedred  to  compare  the  modern  hifto- 
ries,  with  thofe  written  at  this  period. 
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this  mcafure,  and  (bpport  the  fovereignty  annexed  to 
tiie  Englifh  crown,  am},  Irkewife  the  maHtime  credit 
of  the  nation,  conceived  the  deH^n  of  equipping, 
and  fending  out  to  fea  a  naval  armaihent|  in  force 
fiip^ribi*  to  that  ivhich  h^d  txen  afl^mbted  by  His  ad-r 

vcrOirieS  (y). 

I^uccefs,  oh  this  occadon,  without  the  jaifliftahce  cif 
the  commons,  appeared  difncult,  to  an  extreme ;  ancf, 
yet  fiich  obflacles   had  arifen  during  the  preceding 
appficktiohs  for   fupplies,   that  Cfiat'tes    defjpaired  of 
enjoying  the  power  to  gratifjf  his  willies^  if  he  trufled 
folely  to  th6  aids  wilich  might  be  granted  by  the  pai- 
itament.    The  lawyers  whom' he    confulted,  havinia^ 
iriveftigated  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  under  the  due  al- 
lowances for  the  danger^  to  which  he  was  expofed, 
declared  itisct  lie  might  have  recourfe  to  his  prerogative, 
tl^iien  the  judges  had  approved  of  the  opihioii,  the 
kiRg  direded  writs  to  be  ifTued  for  the  levying  of 
(feip-money.     Thefe   writi   were,    for   the    prefent, 
directed  only  to  fea-ports,  and  places  contiguous  t6 
the   coafts,   reqpi'ring  them  either  to  furniih   a  cer- 
iaiii  h'umber  of  fliips,  or  to  grant  an  equivalent  pecu- 
niary fupply.    The  city  of  London  was  direSed  to 
^rbvide  (even  (hips,  for  twenty- lix  days,    and  other 
towns  were  called  upon,  in   proportion.    In  expefla- 
tion  tliat  the  people  might  fubmit  more  chearfully  to 
the  tax,  the  king  ordered  tbat  the  peciiniiary   pro- 
duce of  it  Ifkoilld  ht  kept  apart  in  the  Exchequer,  and 
that  a  diftind  account  fhould  be  given  of  the  fervicies 
to  which  it  was  applied.     Vet^  notwithftanding  thefe 
brecJKurions,  the  national  clath^ub  v/krt  at  once  vio- 

■;--\'''-  lent. 


'  (y)  Sir  V>  illiam  Monfon's  naval  Trads.  p.  aSg.-^P^rdnk- 
]and's  Annals,  p.  46&— rCampbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
V.'  a.  p.  124. 
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leiit^  fUid  generaU  although  infiifficiient  fo  ^ev^nt  the' 
projedf  from  being  carried  into  eiecutiofi  (t)l 

As  k  Was  probable  that  the  neighboofiing  poWertf ' 
would  be  as  much  alarmed  at  the  eqiii|>tMtit  of  fo  for- 
midable a  fleet,  as  the  people  were  irritated  by  the 
meafures  taken  to  de&ay  the  elpence  6f  it,  a  fetter 
ivas,  in  obediehce  to  th6  royal  mandate^  addfelfiid 
from  fecretary  Coke,  to  Sir  William  BofweU,  at  thair 
period  ambaflkdor  from  the  court  of  London,  to  the 
States-Gen<eral  of  the  United  Provinces.  As  a  nataf 
writer  {a)  hath  deemed  it  ^ottHy  of  infertion^  we^ 
herej  pre(^ht  it  to  the  reader. 


SltLi 


€€ 
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By  yoiir  letters^  ind  otherwif^,  I  p^ceive  niariy 
jealoufies,  arid  difcoliiTes  are  raifed  upon  tibd  pre- 
<*  parations  of  his  maj«fty's  fleet,  which  is  now  in 
"  fuch  forWardne%  that  we  doubt  riot  but  within  this 
<'  month  it  will  appear  at  Tea.  It  is  therefty^e  ezp^- 
'*didnt  both  for  yoiir  iatisfadion,  and  dire£tion,  tO' 
**  inform  yOu  particularly  what  waff  the  occaiion,  and 
**  what  is  his  majefty's  intention  in  this  Work." 

**  Firft,  we  hold  it  as  a  principle  not  to  be  denied^ 
**  that  the  king  of  Great  •'Britain  is  a  monarch  at  landi 
**  and  fea^  to  th^  full  extent  of  his  dominions,  arij 
**  that  it  concerneth  hirii  as  much  to  maintain  his  fo^ 
'*  vereignty  in  all  the  Britilh  Teas,  as  within  his  three' 
<*  kingdoms }  becaufe  without  that,  thefe  cannot  be 
kept  fafe,  nor  he  preferve  his  honour,  and  due  re- 
fped  with  other  nations.    But,  commanding  the 

0.2  "  feas, 

(k)  K^nnet's  Complete  Hiftorjr  of  England,  V.  ^.  p.  81'.' 
— -Whitlocke,  p.  22.  24.— ^ir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs, 
p.  5 1  .—Clarendon,  V.  i.  p.  68.'i—Rufh worth,  V.  a.  p.  334, 
335.'—B^lftrode's  Memoirs,  p.  36,  37.— Camp^lPs  Lives  of 
the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  125. 

(a)  Mr.  Campbell. 
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'*  feasy  he  may  caufe  his  neighbours,  and  at)  coulf* 
'*  tries,  to  (land  upon  their  guard  whenfoevcr  he  thinks 
"  fit.  And  this  cannot  be  doubted  that  whofoever  will 
*'  encroach  upon  him  by  fea,  will  do  it  by  land  alfo 
'<  when  they  obferve  their  time.  To  fuch  prefump- 
*^  tion,  **  Mare  Liberum*'  gave  the  firft  warning 
**  piece,  which  muft  be  anfwered  with  the  defence 
«  of  '*  Mare  Claufum,'*  not  fo  much,  by  difcourfes,  a» 
«  by  the  louder  language  of  a  powerful  navy,  to  be  bet- 
**  ter  underftood  whenfoever  drained  patience  feeth  no 
**  hope  of  preferving  her  right  by  other  means." 

((  The  degrees  by  which  his  majefty's  dominions  at 
**  Tea  hath  of  later  years  been  firft  impeached,  and  then 
**  queftioned,  are  as  confiderable,  as  notorious.^* 

"  Firft,  to  cherifti,  and,  as  it  were,  to  nurfe  up 
*<  our  unthankful  neighbours,  we  gave  them  leave  to 
«  gather  wealth,  and  ftrength  upon  our  coafts,  in 
"  our  ports,  by  our  trade,  and  by  our  people.  Then 
**  they  were  glad  to  invite  our  merchants  to  a  refi- 
«*  dence,  with  whatfoever  privileges  they  could  defire. 
*«  Then  they  offered  to  us  even  the  fovereignty  of  their 
"  eftatcs,  and  then  they  fued  for  licence  to  fiftl  upon 
«  the  coafts,  and  obtained  it  under  the  great  feal  of 
«*  Scotland,  which  they  now  fupprefs.  And  when 
**  thus,  by  leave,  or  by  connivance,  they  had  poC- 
<*  fefled  themfelves  of  our  filhing,  not  only  in  Scot* 
**  land,  but  in  Ireland,  and  in  England,  and,  by  out* 
*'  ftaple  had  raifed  a  great  ftock  of  trade,  by  thefe 
**  means,  they  fo  increafed  their  {hipping,  and  power, 
«*  at  fea,  that  now  they  endure  not  to  be  kept  at  any 
"  diftance  ;  nay,  they  are  grown  to  that  confidence, 
"  to  keep  guards  upon  our  feas,  and  then  to  project 
<*  an  office,  and  company  of  aflurance,  for  the  ad- 
**  vancement  of  trade,  and  withal  prohibit  lis'  free 
"commerce,   even  within  our  feas,    and   tak.^  our" 
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*<  flrips,  and  goods,  if  we  conform  not  to  their  pla- 
**  carts.     What  infolencies,  and  cruelties   they  have 
^'ccininitted    againft  us,  heretofore,  in  Ireland,  in 
*'  Greenland,  and  in  the  Indies,  is  too  well  known  to 
**  all  the  world.    In  all  which,  although  our  fuffer- 
**ings,  and^^their  wrongs  may  fcem  forgotten,  yet, 
/<  the  great  intereft  of  his  majefty*s  honour  is  ftiA 
**  the  fame,  and  will  refrefti  their  memories,  as  there 
*'  fhall  be  caufe.    For,  although  charity  muft  remit 
"  wrongs  done  to  private  men,   yet  the  reflexion 
^*  upon  the  public  may  make  it  a  greater  charity  to 
'<  do  juftice   to    cryii^g  crimes.     AH    this  notwith- 
*'  ftanding,  you  are  not  to  conceive  that  the  work 
*f  of  the  fleet    is  either    revenge,    or  execution  of 
i^  juftice  for  thefe  great  oflFences  paft,  but  chiefly,'  for 
**  the  future,  to  ilop  the  vident  current  of  that  pre- 
'<  fumptipn,  whereby  the  men   <^  war,    and   free- 
J*  hooters  of  all   nations^  abudng  the  favour  of  his 
.**  majefty's   peaceable,    and    gracious    government, 
**  whereby  he  hath  permitted  all  his  friends,  and  al- 
f*  lies  to  make  ufe  of  his  feas,  and  ports,  in  a  reafon- 
«  able  manner,  and  according  to  his  treaties,  have 
"  taken  upon  them  the  boldneis  not  only  to  come  con- 
**  fidently,  at  aU  times,  into  all  his  ports,  and  rivers^ 
**  but  to  convey  their  merchant-ihips  as  high  as  his 
*<  chief  city,  and  then  (o  caft  anchor  clofe  upon  ^is 
**  magazines,  and  to  contemn  the  commands  of  his 
f<  officers   when    they    required  a  farther  diftance ; 
f*  but,    which    is  more    intolerable    have  afTaulted, 
ff  and  taken  one  another,  within  his  majefty's  channels, 
**  and  within  his  rivers,  to  the  fcorn,  and  contempt 
"  of  his  dominion,  and  power }  and  this  being,  of  late 
'*  years,  an  ordinary  pradice,  which  we'  have  endea- 
#A  voured  in  vain  to  reform,  by  the  ways  of  juftice^ 
f*  and  of  treaties,    the    world,    I   think,   will  now 

9^3  ^*bc 
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^*^  fatbfied  that  we  ha^  xeafon  ^o  Ipok  abopt  iis. 
^<  ApidxK)  wife  'nao  will  doubt  4lbat  ;it  is  high  time  to 
f*.  put  jQUffelwcs  ^  tjus  equipage  iipon  the  Teas,  and 
f*,  not  to  fi^er  that  (lage  of  adiion  to  be  tsUten  fcom  us 
f<  for  w«l»t  of  otif  appearance." 
..;^  <■<  So,  you  jiee  Ibe  ^neral  ground  upon  wh^  oar 
j<' counfels  (land.  In  particular,  y,ouj&ay;take  notice^ 
**  ai^d  ,|!uUiih,  «s  iQa»>{e  requires,  ithat  his  inajefty,  by 
**  this  A^^j  i^jlondeth  not  a  rupture  with  any  |>rincd, 
**  or  ftate,  iy)r  to  in&ioge  Any  point  of  his  treaties, 
"but  jreip^veth  .to  ipont^iue,  a|id  maintain  that  (fa^^ppy 
«< peace  v,here\vhh  God  iiathhtefTed  his  kingdcmi; 
f^  and.^O>whic||i  ^his  adionf ,  and  hegociations  have 
f *  hitherto  tend<;d,.  iis,  by  yoiir .  .own  inArudions,  you 
**  .may  iudly  ijfideriland.  But  .withal  conlklering;  that 
<*  jpeace  mpfl  ^  maintained  by  the  ar^  of  power, 
V  which  onl^3  I^eps  down  war,  ky  Jneeping  up  -domi- 
*f  ,nio|ii.^is  m^e%,  thu^  pro»voked,  finds  it  necef- 
**.fary,TQrhis  oy^ji, defence,  and  fafety,  to  rcafliune, 
<f  and  keep  hi^  ancient,  and  undoubted  right,  iii  /the 
*' dojovniop  of  the^  Teas,  and  to  fuffer  no  other 
''.pjfince,  ox  ftate  to  encroach  iupon.  him,  thereby  st- 
^' SfDming  to  themfdves,  or  their  admirals,  any  fove- 
"re^n  command,  but  to  force  them  to  perform  due 
*'  homage  to  his  adnurals,  and  Ihips^  and  to  pay  them 
f^iacknowletlgments,  as  in  former  times,  th^  did. 
"  He  will  alfo  fet  open,  and  proted  the  free  trade  both 
'V  of  his  fubjeds,  and  Allies,  ^nd  give  them  fuch  iafe 
'*  condud,  and  convoy  as  they  (hall  reaibnably  re- 
*' quire.  He  wil)  fulFer  no  pther  fleets,  or  men  of 
"  war,  ^o  keep  guard  upon  thefe  feas,  or  there, 
"  to  offer  any  violence,  or  take  prizes,  or  booties,  or 
'Vto  give  ijQterfuptioh  to  any  lawful  intercourfi;.  In  a 
''  worfl,  )vs  majffty  is  refolved,  to  do  no  wrong 
^'  fo^p  ^  juftice,  ;both  to  his  fiibjeds,  and  friends, 
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jwiUii^  i^  linnito  )0f  ||iis  i^.  jAipd  j^MP  is  |hf  real, 
wnd  foy^l  dofgn  of  this  0^et,  ii<^hef<^c)if  you  may 
give  part,  as  yon  6q4  Qf^ion,  to  jour  good  neigh- 
bours in  ihofe  4Wts,  that  no  lumUr^gi^  may  be  taken 
of  any  faoftile  ad,  or  purpofe  to  Iheir  prejudice,  in 
aiiy:kiQidL  .So«  wiflwig  you  all  iiealth^  and  happir 
neisylxeftp 


I'l'. 


■\%(y 


Whiteiiall,  on  the  fixteenth  c:f  ApcU,  in  the  year» 
{■'■       one  tho^fand,  fix  hundred,  «ui  thirty-<fiv«. 

. ,  |t  isr^atur^lj^  imagipe  jthat  If^s  rC^re  wras  tak€;n  tp 
Satisfy  the. mJinds  of  the -people  inEfigland,  reJatcve  tp 
l^e ,  g^u^e  i^te^t  :of  th^'  tax,  ley^d  for  the  equip- 
ment pf  ?  6eet  iuflioiently  formid^h)|e^to  accompHCh 
tj;i^r^  nece/3ary  p^^po^e6,  (yice,  othenjri^  tb^  p^bli^ 
ii^ff^^  feen^diCobe  foneariy  conQer^4  t^t  puhBc 
acquiefcence,  9t  i^aft,  might  have  heen  expe£ked.  It 
is  /i^otfwithfUnding  t^w^  that  Chaiies»  .anxious  to  fup- 
prels  the, clamours  of  the  Jiatioui  dire^ed  the  brd 
Heeper»  Coirentry,  to  remind  the  Judges,  previous  to 
tb^ir  departure^  jm  the .  fpmmerrcijrcuits^^),  of  the 
^ped^ency  of  .endeavouring  tp  allay  the  popular  feary 
concerning  the  ^tgx  of  fliip-money.  We  Jeam  from 
"^bitlQcke,  ithat  they  foUowed  thefe  injun^ons,  hut 
without  ttkO.  i  yiet  the  fame  author  acknowledges 
(|hat  the  money  was  afleffi^d,  and.  levied  with  great 
fqua^ty,  and  caution. 

"^yith  the. aiTiftance  of  this  fupply,  Charles,  in  May, 
of  the  year,  qne  thoufand*  fix  hundred,  and  thirty- 
l^ve,  equipped  two  fleets,  the  one  of  forty,  and  the 

Q4  other 

(i)  .Memorials,  p.  24.— .The  fpeech  of  the  lord  Iceeper 
to  the  Judges  may  be  feen  in  SanderfonV  hiftory  of  Cliar^, 
the  firft,  p.  204,  205,  206. — ^Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Ad- 
mirals, V.  a.  p.  129. 
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other  of  twenty  fail.  The  admiral,  vice-admiral, 
apd  rear-admiral  of  the  firft  fleet  were  Robert,  earl  of 
jLindfay,  Sir  William  Moiilbii,  and  Sir  John  Pennington. 
The  fecond  fleet  wa^  commanded  by  the  earl  o?  Ef- 
•Tex.  With  the  fcHrmer,  Lindfay  proceeded  from  Til- 
bury-Hope, pn  the  twenty>fiif:th  of  May.  His  indra&i- 
OQS  wefe  to  give  nO  Occafipn  of  hoftility,  and  properly 
ito  reiift  every  a6l  of  violence  which  might  tend  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  naval  rights  invefted  in  the  fove- 
reign,  and  his  people.'  On  the  la(i:  day  of  the  fame 
month,  the  French,  and  Dutch  fquadrons,  joined  oS 
Portland,  having  openly  declared  that  it  was  their  de- 
termination to  aflfert  their  own  independency^  and  to 
difpute  that  prerogative'  which  the  En^lifli  claimed 
within  thei  narrow  (eas ;  yet,  no  (boner  were  they  in- 
formed that  the  Englifh  fleejt  was  {endeavouring  to  de- 
fcry'them,  than  |hey  depMed  froni  the  coaft,  aiid  ap^ 
proached  nearer  to  their  owii  harjbours  (c).  '  'ViVr-  i* 
The  earl  of  lindfay  lent  a  b^rk  tpwards  the  fhores 
of  Brita'ny,  for  tihe  purpofe  of  obferving  the  motions  of 
the  French,  and  Dutch  armaments;  From  the  period 
at  which  the  bark  returned,  until  the  firfl:  of  pdpber, 
the  Englifh  fleet  proteded  the  furrounding  feas,  gave 
laws  to  the  neighbouring  nations,'  and  effedually  af- 
ferted  that  foveretgnty  which  the  monarclis  of  this 
liingdom  have  always  claimed.  The  fortunate  openi- 
fions  of  this  marine  equipment  not  only  ferved  to  fill 
the  minds  of  Foreigners  with  juft  ideas  of  the  naval 
conieiquence  of  Britain,  but  allayed  the  Jealoufy  of  the 
people,  who  (low  perceived  that  it  was  not  the  inten> 

tion 

(e)  Letters,  and  difpatches '  of  Thomas,  carl  of  Straf» 
ford,  V.  I.  p.  416,  4r7,  4*9,  446.— Sir  NVilliam  Monfbn's 
naval  Tra£t$,  Book  2.  p.  29o,---Cainpbeirs  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  139. 
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tfon  of  the  crown  to  turn  the  appropriation  of  the 
jtax  from  its  declared  objed  {d). 
,  Charles,  whp  beheld  with  pleafure  the  fucceflTes  of 
his  rieet  during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  was  yet  fen- 
fible  that  if,  at  the  conimencement  of  the  fiext,  he 
ihould  negled  to  keep,  upon  the  feas,  a  navy  nqt  lefs 
confiderab|e  than  the  former,  the  fquadrons  of  the 
French,  and  Dutch,  would  openly  infult  his  fubjeds, 
and  endeavour  to  difpute,  by  force,  their  title  to  the 
dominion  of  the  ocean.  Ih  orde^,  therefore,  to  ob- 
tain fupplies  ecjual  to  the  equipment  of  a  formidable 
marine,  he  again  direded  that  writs  fhouid  be  ilTued 
for  the  levying  of  ihjp- money  ;  and,  to  render  the 
aid  more  extenfive,  what  had  before  been  rated  as  a 
particular  provifion,  to  be  raifed  by  the  refpe^ive  ports 
for  their  own  immediate  fafety,  was  now  converted 
into  a  national  tax,  which  became  the  more  grievous, 
]l>ecaure  not  united  with  the  authority  of  parliament. 
In  itfelf,  the  burthen  was  not  enormous,  and,  at  the 
moft,  raifed  only  two  hundred,  and  thirty  fix  thoufand 
pounds,  a  year,  which  did,  npt  amount  intirely  to 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  a  month,  throughout  the 
Fhole  kingdom  j  yet  the  making  it  an  univerfal  aid, 
and  the  aflefling,  and  colle^ng  it,  according  to  parlia* 
mentary  methods,  without  parliamentary  authority, 
gave  it  an  air  of  oppreflion,  and  rendered  it  extremely 
•odious,  notwi^hftanding  that  the  neceflity  was  gene- 
rally allowed,  and  that  the  benefits  rcfulting  from  the 
care  taken  of  the  narrow  feas.,  which  had  afforded 
matter  of  inquiry,  and  expoflulation,  to  every  parlia- 
ment 


4 
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(d)  A  clear  and  full  account  of  this  expedition  hath 
been  written  by  Sir  William  Monfoh.  See  Naval  Trafts, 
p.  a89.--Caippbcirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  131. 
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ment  which  th«   king  .ulled^  €p\M  never  he  .^e- 
jtiicd(f). 

^n  order  e$e£lually  to  reoipye  the  dQ,ubt^  which 
might  h»ve  beep  conceived  by  his  own  AitMe^s^  gqd 
^>  prevent  the  influence  of  any  falie  furcnifes  .anipn|^ 
foreign  nations,  relative  to  the  defi^gn  of  this  powers 
fill  armament,  Charles  deemed  it  ii|«;eflr^y  to  fig^ify 
his  intentions  to  the  world  in  a  iiii^i^er^  ^at  once  the 
moil  public,  and  authentic ;  that  ^^t  pne,  sifi^  ihe  f^e 
tiipe,  it  might  appear  what  he  himCejIf  demf^nded,  ai^ 
,Wh»t  had  been  pai,d  in  acknowledgjp^eiit  of  the  rigj^t 
of  his  anceftors,  relative  to  points  for  the  ftippprt  pf  * 
which  theCe  demands  were  ifliued.  The  inftrunient 
ran  thus:  


.AProclamatiov  for  Restraint  of  Fis-HiKc 
:VPON  HIS  Majesty's  Scas,  and  Coasts, 
■WITHOUT  License. 

'*  Whereas  PM^  Father,  of  blefTed  memory,  Hijig 
J^mes,  did,  in  the  feventh  ye^r  of  his  reign  pyer 
Great  Britain,  fet  forth  a  proclamatioD  touching  ^- 
jn^ ,  whereby,  for  the  many  important  reafQns  lihere- 
in.eiprefled,  all  perfonjs,  of  what  nation, , or  quality 
fofsver,  (being  not  his  |iatiir$d-bprn  fubje^s,)  were  re- 
Jlrained  from  hlhing  upon  any  of  the  cpaAs,  and  Teas 
^f  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  ifles  ad- 
ifaqent ;  where  moii  \ifually  heretofore  fiihing  had  been, 
^vntii  they  hajd  .orderly  demanded,  and  obtained  ]i- 
«eaiies  from  our  faid  father,  or  his  commiiTioners,  in 

that 

{()  Kennet's  complete  HiAory  of  Englai^>  V.  3.  p.  8j. 
— -Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirt,  p.  5 1 .7— Franklaind's  An- 
iials,  p.  477.— Whitlocke,  p.  24.— -Campbell's  Lives  of 
the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  1 3 1 . 
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that  behalf,  upon  pain  of  fuch  chaftifement  as  ihould 
be  fit  to  be  inflided  on  fuch  wilful  offenders  ;  fince 
which  time  albeit  neither  our  faid  fathier,  nor  ourfetf 
have  made  any  confiderable  elecUtionj>f  the  faid  pro- 
clamation, but  have^  y/ith  much  patience,  expedied  a 
voluntary  conformity  of  pur  neighbours,  and  allies, 
to  fo  juft,  and  reafonable  propofitions,  and  direSions^ 
as  are  contained  in  the  fame. 

And,  ncw,'ii|nding  by  eTcperience,  that  all  the  in- 
cpnveniencies  which  occafioned  that  proclamation,  are 
rather  increafed,  than  abated ;  we,  being  very  fenfible 
of  the  premifeis,  and  well  knowing  how  far  vrt  zft 
obliged,  in  honour,  to  maintain  the  rights  of  our 
crown,  efpecially  of  fo  j^reat  confequence,  have 
thought  it  neceffary  by  the  advice  of  our  pnyyi- 
council,  to  renew  the  aforefaid  reftraint  of  fifliing^ 
upon  our  aforefaid  coafts,  and  feas,  without  Licence 
firft  obtained  from  us,  and  by  thefe  preCents  to  make 
public  declaration  tl^at  our  refolution  is,  at  times 
convenient,  to  keep  fuch  conipetentftrength  of  pipping 
upon  our  feas,  as  may  (thropgb  the  blefling  of  God,) 
be  fufficient  both  to  hinder  fuch  farther  incroachipent 
upon  our  regalities,  and  aflift*  and  proteft  thofe  our 
gbod  friends,  and  allies,  who  (hall,  henceforth,  by  vir- 
tue of  our  licences,  (to  be  firft  obtained,)  endeavour  to 
take  the  benefit  of  fifliing  upon  our  coafts,  and  feas, 
in  the  places  accu^omed." 
Given  at  our  palace  of  Weftmlnfter,  on  the  tenth  day 

of  May,  and  in  the  twelfth  year  of  our  reign  of 

England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 


In  the  year,  one  thoufand,^  fix  hundred,  and  thirty- 
fix,  the  king  j^ffembled  a  fleet  of  fixty  fail,  under  the 
command  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland,   admiral, 

■i  .'  .■'  -.-'..  Sir 
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iSir  John  Pennington,  vice-admiral,  an4  Sir  Henry 
^arom,  rear-admiral.  They  failed  firft  to  the  Downs, 
aiid,  from  thence,  to  the  north,  whf  re  the  Dutch  bufies 
were  fifliing  upon  the  cos^fl.  The  earl  required  them 
to  forbear,  and  not  finding  an  immediate  compliance, 
difcharged  fome  (hot  amongft  iheir  veflTds.  Alarmed 
at  tjne  violence  of  this  proceeding,  the  Hollanders  de- 
fined Northumberland  to  be  their  mediator  with  the 
king,  and  to  pfsririit  them  ,to  continuf  filhing,  during 
the  remainder  of  thfe  year,  for  whic^  liberty  th^y 
declared  themfelves  content  to.  pay  the  fum  of  thirty 
tboufajad  pounds^  and  expreflfed  alfo  an  inclinatipn  to 
obtain  a  grant  from  Charles,  permitting  them  to  filh 
there,  for  the  tinte  to  come,  in  confideration  of  the 
payment  of  an  a/in^sl  tribute  (fj. 

Such  is  the  moft  authentic  account  which  can  be 
colleded  fron>  t))e  |ea^  p^r^ia)  hiftorians  relative  to  the 
caufes,  and  confequences  of  this  important  expedition. 
In  the  journal  kept,  and  figned  by  the  earl  of  Northum- 
berland (/r),  are  feveral  nfiemorab|e  particulars.  On  the 
appearance  of  this  fleet,  the  Dutch  filhing-buflTes, 
in  number  two  hundred,  took  licences,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  the  year  was  far  advanced.     He  exaded  from 

them. 


(/)  Kenpet's  complete  hiftory  of  Eng<and,  V.  ^.  p.  8^^ 

— Vvhitelocke,  p.  25. Prankland,    p.  477. — Sir  Philip 

\Varwick's  Memoirs,  p.  117.— ——Campbell's   Lives  of  the 

Admirals,  V.    2.   p.    134.- At    this  period,    tlie  king, 

equipped  a  fqnadron  to  cruize  againf^  the  Sallee-pirates, 
who  had  not  only  diilurbed  the  commerce  of  the  Engli/h, 
but  daringly  attacked  their  vefT^ls  within  fight  of  their  own 
CoaiVs.  pn  this  occafioo,  the  men  of  war  in  the  fervice 
of  Charles  were  aflifted  by  a  fle^t  belonging  to  the  emperor 
of  Morocco.  The  pirates,  too  feeble  to  contend  againft  fo 
powerful  a  force,  were  intirely  exterminated. 
'  (g)  This  was  lately  preferyed,  and  is,  perhaps,  dill,  in 
the  paper-office. 
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them,  us  an  acknowledgment,  twelve  pence,  for  each 
ton,  and  he  affirmed  that  they  departed  well  fatisfied. 
It  was  pretended  by  the  Hollanders,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles,  the  fecond,  that  this  was  an  a^  of  violence, 
•nd  that  no  condufions  could  be  drawn  from  it,  in 
fupport  of  the  claims    advanced    by    the  crown  of 
England,    fince  their  countrymen  had  not  paid  mo- 
ney, becaufe  the  compofition  was  juft,  but,  becaufe 
they  were  defenccfcfs.     The  journal  of  Northumberland 
fets  this  pretence  intirely  afide,  and  proves  not  only 
that  they  were  at  firft  proteded  by  a  fquadron  of  ten 
(hips  of  war;    but,  alfo,    that,  on  the  twentieth  of 
Augud,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
thirty-fix.  Dorp,  the  Dutch  vice-admiral,  arrived  with 
a  fleet  of  twenty  fail,  and,  inftead  of  interrupting  the 
proceedings  of  the  Englifli,  faluted  them,  by  lowering 
hit  top-fails,    (Iriking  his  flag,    and  firing  his  guns, 
after  which  ceremony,  he  went  on  board  the  flag- 
(hip,  and  was  received,  by  Northumberland,  with  every 
mark    of    hofpitality,    and    refped.      It    is    farther 
mentioned  in  the  journal,  that  when  the  earl  had  de- 
parted from  the  North,  and  caft  anchor  in  the  Downs, 
he  received  notice  that  a  Spanifh  fleet  of  twenty-fix 
fail,  were  proceeding  to  the  poft  of  Dunkirk.     For  the 
purpofe  of  reconnoitring  thefe,  he  difpatched  the  Happy 
Entrance,  to  which  fingle  Ihip  the  whole  Armada  paid 
the  teftimonies  of  refped  which  were  claimed  by  the 
Englifh  men  of  war  whenfcever  they  appeared. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Charles  annually  to  have  re- 
newed this  mode  of  levying  money,  and  of  aflembling 
fleets,  under  the  admirals  of  which,  he  thought  of 
placing  numbers  of  the  young  nobility,  in  order  that 
they  might  become  more  capable  of  conferring  (ervices 
on  their  country,  in  the  hour  of  impending  danger. 

Thef<^ 
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Thefe  views  (^)  were  quickly  fniftrated  by  ttie  cla- 
mours of  the  t>eoplei  who  expre(S;d  the  moft  violent 
abhorrence  of  the  means  recurred  to  for  the  colleSioni 
of  the  tax.  In  the  remarkable  tafe  of  Mr.  Hamfxierty 
It  was  rendered  evident  that  a  conftant,  and  regilla% 
cxadion  of  (hip-money,  unauthorized  by  parlia- 
ment, muft  prove  dangcirous  t6  the  conftltution,;  and 
to  the  freedom  of  the  fubjed.  At  this  important 
jundure,  the  king  felt  the  necedlty  of  relinqtiiihing: 
his  defign,  yet  availed  himfelf  of  every  prudent  me*^ 
thod  to  fix  the  popular  attention  on  the  juftice  of  the 
Engliih  title  to  the  dominion  of  the  Tea  (i);  It  wzi 
at  this  period  that  Charles  iflued  an  order  that  a  copy 
of  Mare  Claufum,  the  book  written  by  the  learned 
Selden,  ihould  be  kept  in  the  council-cheft  (i^),  that 
another  copy  (hould  be  depofited  in  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer, and  a  third  in  the  court  of  admiralty^  there 
to  remain  as  a  perpetual  evidence  of  our  indifputable 
claim  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  furrounding  ocean; 

Happy  (obferves  a  naVal  writer  (/),)  Would  it  havel 
proved,  if  the  king  had,  on  this  oceafion,  convened  ar 
parliament,  and,  after  excufing  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  levied,  had  (hewn  hoW  well  it  was  ap- 
plied, how  eflfedually  our  navigation  had  been  pro- 
tefled,  and  all  the  deflgns  of  the  French,  and  Dtltch  de- 
feated.   It  may  fairly  be  prefumed  that  the  falutary 

effea 


{h)  Sir  William  Mdnfon's  naVal  trails,  p.  299.-^War- 
wick^  memoirs,  p.  ^j.-^'ampbell's  Lives  of  the  Admi- 
rals, V.  z.  p.  135. 

(i)  Rufh worth's  Colleftions.^^Frankland's  Annals.— Cla- 
rendon's Hiftory. — ^Whitlocke's  Memorials.-'-Campbcirs 
Lives  of  the  Admirals. 

(k)  See  the  order  of  council,  in  Frankland's  Annals,  p. 

476- 
(/)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  1 36; 
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cflfed  of  fuch  an  addrefs  to  parliament  vould  have  ap-  , 
peared  in  a  legal  proviHon  for  the  maintenance  of  thefe 
fleets ;  a  circumftance  v^hich  would  have  fecured  the 
conimerce,  whilft  it  eftabliflied  the  naval  reputation  of 
the  realm ;  but  affairs  took  a  different  diredion^  to 
the  extreme  detriment  of  the  (late.     Some  courtiers 
gave  juft,  arid  violent  offence,  to  prudent  men,  by 
reprefenting,  in  order  to  obtain  a  lucrative  employ^ 
ment,  the  royal  wifdom  as   infallible,  and  the  regal 
power  as  irrefidible ;  whil(l  others,  that  they  might  be- 
came popular,    heightened   every  little  error  into  a 
grievous  crime,  and  magnified  fuch  irregular  meafures 
as  were  recurred  to,  through  neceillty,  into  deliberate 
a^s  of  tyranny.    Thus,  were  thofe  nations  plunged 
in  blood,  whofe  unaniipity  had  rendered  them  rich, 
powerful,  happy,  and  arbiters  of  the  fate  of  Europe. 
D*E{lrades  hath  obferved,  in  his  negociations,  that 
he  was  fent  into  EngUnd,  towards  the  dofe  of  the  year^ 
onie  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-feven,  with  a 
private  commiffion  from  the  cardinal  de  Richlieu,  who 
was  anxious  to  prevail  on  Charles  to  embrace  a  neutral 
part,  whilft  the  combined  fleets  of  France,  and  Hol- 
land^ attacked  the  maritime  places  of  th^  SpaniHi  Ne- 
therlands, and  had  the  effrontery  to  promife  him  the 
mod  lucrative  advantages,  in  reward  for  his  ina&ivity. 
The  king  anfwered,  with   equal  firmnefs,  and   pru- 
dence, that   he  could  never  fuffer  his   hands  to  be 
tied  up  by  a  neutrality  fb  prejudicial  to  his  own  ho- 
nour, and  the  intereft  of  his  kingdoms ;  that  he  would 
keep  a  fleet  in  the  Downs,  with  fifteen  thoufand  men, 
ready  to  be  tranfported  to  the  relief  of  the  firft  town 
which  (hould  be  invefted  by  the  arms  either  of  the 
French  king,  or  of  the  States ;  and  that  as  to  the  aflift- 
ance  which  his  eminence  had  offered  him  againft  any 
domeftic  difturbance,    he    thanked  him  for  it ;    but 

thought 
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thooght  it  quite  tinneceflary,  fince  he  depended  in- 
tirely  on  his  own  authority,  and  the  laws  of  the  land, 
for  the  ftipi^reflion,  and  piiinifhrnent  of  fuch  rebellious 
enterprizes  (i»). 

The  vindi£tive  cardihal  n6  fodher  received  the  ac- 
count of  this  confererice,  from  hh  agent,  than  he  re- 
folved  to  take  jln  immediate  revenge,  and  difpatched, 
without  delay,  td  Edinburgh,  Abbd  de  Chamber,  his 
almoner,  wnom  he  had  inftruCled  to  encourage  the 
covenanters,  in  their  defign,  With  the  hop^s  of  af* 
fiftance  from  France,  and  to  improve  the  correfpond* 
ence  which  d'Eftrades  had  formed  amdngft  them  dur- 
ing his  ihort  fefidenctf  in  England.  This  ardiiou^ 
commiifion  was  executed,  by  De  CJhamber,  with  fuch 
fidelity,  and  addrefs,  that  the  princ^  of  Orange  ob^ 
ferved  to  d'Eilrades,  that  Richliett  had  employed  tod 
politic,  and  fortunate  an  inftrument  in  Scotland,  by 
whofe  pradices  the  interefts  of  Charles,  in  that  king^ 
dom,  were  intirely  mined  {n), 

^eW 

(m)  Lettres,  Klemoirs,  et  KTegociatibris,  de  Monfieuf  U 
Comte  d'Eftrades :  a  Bruxelles,  1709.  lamo.  Tom.  i.-- * 
The  count's  letter  to  the  cardinal,  in  which  the  kin?  of 
England's  anfwer  is  contained,  bears  date,  firdm  London, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  in  the  year,  one  thdu- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-fevefi.-^ampbeirs  Lives  o^ 
the  admirals,  V.  2.  p-  137. 

(if)  Rufhworth's  CoUe^ions,  A.  D.  1638.  p^  840.— —> 
Frankland's  Annals, .  p.  768— — Whitlocke,  p.  ^3. — Me- 
moires  de  Monfieur  le  Comte  d'Eftrades,  Tom  1.  The 
reader  will  find  thefe  fa£ls  fully  proved,  if  he  pleafes  to  pe- 
rufe  the  letter  addrefled  by  the  cardinal  to  the  codilt,  and 
dated  Rouel,  on  the  fecond  of  December,  in  the  year,  one 
thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-feven.  It  is  an  anfwer 
to  the  count's  letter  already  cited.  In  thefe  memorials  alfo 
is  a  letter  from  d'Eftrades,  to  Richlieu,  dated  Ha^ue,  on 
the  twen|y-firft  of  January,  in  the  year,  one  thou(and,  fix 
hundred,  and   forty-one.*~Sir  Philip  V/acwick's  memoirs, 

P- 
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Few  naval  tranfadigns  of  impor^pce  arofe  from 
this  perio4»  until  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  (ix  hundred,  and  thirty-nine,  when 
the  Spaniards  equipr«i'>  a  formidable  fleet,  confiding 
of  fizty-feven  fail  of .  arje  (hips,  manned  with  twenty- 
five  thoufanfl  Teamen,  and  having  on  board  twelve 
thoufand  land  forces,  defigned  for  the  relief  of  Flan- 
ders. This  armament,  proceeding  up  the  channel, 
was  interrupted,  and  attacked  by  a  Dut$:h  fquadron, 
amounting  only  to  (event^en  men  of  war,  command- 
ed by  Martin  (the  fon  of  Herbert)  Van  Tromp  who 
continued  the  engagement  until  the  prevailing  force 
of  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  numbers  obliged  him  to  flieer 
off  towards  Dunkirk,  where  being  joined  by  more 
(hips,  he  gave  battle  to  the  Armada,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Don  Antonio  de  Oquendo,  and,  after  a  furious 
conteft,  forced  the  Spaniards  on  the  Englifh  coaft,  at 
a  ^ort>diftance  from  the  port  of  Dover  (9). 

Van  Tromp,  on  being  informed  that  the  provifion 
of  the  fleet  were  almoft  expended,  and  that  the  (lock 
of  powder,  and  ball  was  confiderat>ly  reduced,  (leered 
his  courfe  towards  CaliiS)  where  he  was  liberally  fub- 
plied  by  the  gbvernor,  and  from  whence  he  f^tyrned. 

Vol.  IV,  R  in 


p.  129.  140. — ^Lord  Clarendon's  hiftory  pf  the  rebellion, 
V.  3.  p.  93- — See  likewife  the  letters  of  Robert,  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  ainba(rador  at  the  court  of  Paris,  to  Sir  Francis 
Wtndebank,  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  the  Sidney  papers,  V.  a. 
p.  56a.  599.  646.— —Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
V.  2.  p.  137. 

(•)  The  Dutch  hiftorians  obferve  that  Charles  miftook 
his  true  interefts  when  he  crofled  the  views  of  France,  and 
Holland,^  and  difcovered  a  more  prevailing  attachment  to 
the  Spaniards  i  but  experience  hath  fully  evinced  that  the 
king  judged  right,  and,  with  great  reafon,  apprehended 
more  danger  firom  the  conjunftion  of  the  French,  and  Dutch, 
than  firom  the  declining  power  of  Spain.—- Campbell's  Lives 
of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  138. 
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in  order  to  attack  the  enemy.  At  hia  approach,  the 
Spaniards  eptered  within  the  South  Foreland,  and  pot 
themfelves  under,  the  protedion  of.  the  ca(lles<  On 
this  occafion,  the  Spani(h  refident  impprtuned  Charles 
that  he  would  oblige  the  Dutch  to  forbear  hoftilities, 
for  two  tides,  tt^at  the  Spaniards  ^.ig|it  have  an  op- 
portunity of  efcaping  to  their  own  cpafts;  but  the 
king  be^ng  in  amity  with  both  powers,  yras  refplved 
to  ren^ain  neuter^  and,  whereas  the  Spaniards  had 
liired  fome  Engliih  ihips  to  tranfport  their  foldiers  to 
Dunkirk;  ftri^- orders  were  iflued  in  confequence  of 
the  complaints  made  by  the^Putcb  ambafladors,  that 
no  (hips,  orye0els,  belonging  |o  the  fubjiB^  of  the 
crown  ot  England,  fliould  r^eiv«  any  ;  Spaniards  on 
board,  or  pa^  below  Gravefend,  without  a  licence. 

With  great  difficulty,  the  admiral  Oqueado  found 
means  for  the  efcape  pf  twelve  large  ihips,  on  board 
of  which  were  fourthoufandiQ^^,  They  proceeded 
filently,  during  the  night,  through  the  Downs,  round 
by  the  North  Sand-^&ad,  and  the  ^ack  of  the  Godwin. 
The  Dutch,  who  had  left  that  paflage  unguarded,  re- 
marked, in  vindication  of  theji  negled,  that  the  £ng- 
li(h  had  afltired  them  that  np  (hips  pf  any  confiderable 
burthen  could  venture  to  fail  that  way,  by  night. 
The  two  armaments  had  now  continued  in  their  fta- 
tion  nearly  three  weeks,  when  Charles  fent  the  earl  of 
Arundel  to  the  Spantfh  admiral,  who  was  delired  to  re- 
treat, on  the  firft  fair  wind.  At  this  period,  the  naval 
force  of  the  Dutch,  was  augmented  to  ^n  hundred 
fail,  by  (hips  which  had  arrived  from  Zealand,  and 
from  Holland.  When  Van  Tromp  difcovered  an  in- 
clination to  engage  the  enemy.  Sir  John  Pennington, 
the  chief  commander  of  the  EngliOi  fleet,  which  then 
lay  ip  the  Downs,  and  confided  of  thirty-four  men  of 
war,  acquainted  him  that   he  had   received    orders 

to 
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tomdin  defence  of  either  of  the  two  partib,  which 
fhould  be  firft  attacked.  This  tranftdion  plainly  dif- 
covers  how  much  it  imported  England  to  have  main- 
tained a  fuperior  fleet,  at  fea ;  a  meafuipe  which  was 
prevented  by  the  general  diflatisfodioik  conceived 
againft  the  tax  of  ilhip-money,  arid  the  religious 
difturbances  in  Scotland.  It  is  probable  that  Sir  John 
Pennington,  who,  during  that  ^ra.  Was  accufed  of 
mifcondud,  availed  himCelf  of  every  drcumftance 
within  his  power,  to  fdpport  the  dignity  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  flag. 

At- the  expiration  of  two  days,  the  Spaniards,  who 
prefumed  on  that  prote6cion  which  they  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  fired. feveral  (hot  at  a  barge  wherein  Van 
Tromp  was  then  fitting.    They  next  difcharged  a  can- 
non, the  ball  from  which  killed  one  of  the  mariners 
belonging  to  the  Dutch  vefTel.    His^^'dead  body  was 
immediately  fent  to  Sir  John  Pennington,  as  a  proof 
that  the  Spaniards,  the  firft  aggreflbrs,  had  violated 
the  neutrality  which  ought  to  have  been  obierved  with- 
in fo  (hort  a  diftaifce  from  the  harbours  'df  the  king 
of  England.    Soon  afterwards.  Van  Tromp,  having  re- 
ceived frefh  orders  fr^Ai  the  States,  refbived  to  attack 
the  enemy;  but,  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  addreflfed  to  Pennington  a  lettei*,  in  which,, 
having  remarked  that  the  cohdud  of'the  Spaniards 
compelled  him  to  prepare  inftantfy  for  engaging,  lie 
intreated  that  admiral  to  keep  his  prbmife,  and  iQ  in 
defence  of  the  Dutch,  on  whom  the  Arm'ada  had  firft 
fired.    He  added  that,  although  Pennington  might  not 
think  proper  to  comply  with  his  requeft,  he  trufted 
that  he  would,  at  Icaft,  permit  him  to  engage  the  adver- 
fary ;  otherwife  he  (houkl  have  juft  caufe  of  complaint 
to  all  the  world,  concerning  fo  manifeft  an  injury  {p), 

R  2  When 

(p\  Caromelyn  Leeven  van  Fred.  Hen.  fol.  55.— Let- 
tres  d'Eftrades,  torn.  i.  p.  40.— Le  Clerc.  HiAoire  des  pro- 
vinces 
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When  this  letter  had  been  delivered  to  the£ngH(h 
admiral,  Van. Tromp  weighed,  and  flood  towards  the 
Spaniards,  in  fix  d^Lvifions,  canHpnading  them  furioufly, 
and  vigoroufly  prefling  them  at  the  fame  time,  with 
his  (ire-(hjp^»  jTo  that  he  inimediately  forced  the  whole; 
Armada  to  cut  their  cables.      Of.  fifty-three   fliips, 
whiqh  were  the  intire  number,  twentyrthree  ran  aftiore, 
and  flianded  in  ^le  Downs ;  of  th^f^,  ,three  >vere  burnt, 
two  funk ;  apd  two  periflied  on  the  (hore.    One  wa» 
a  great -galleon,  (the  yice-admirs^  of  Galicia)  com- 
manded by  Don  Antonio  de  Caflro,  and  mounted  with^ 
fiftyrtwo .  braft  guns.  .    The  Engliih  manned  the  rc- 
niainder  of  the  twenty-three  ihips,  (which  had  been  d&>4: 
lerted  by, the  Spaniards,)  in  order  to  prevent  theiti  from' 
being  taken  by  the  Dutch.    The  other  thirty  Spanifli 
(hips  commande^d  by  Pon  Antoviio  de  Oquendb,  jind 
t-opez,  ,^he  a^mir^l  of  Port^gal,  fto^d  out  (Of  Sut^l 
and  continued  their  courfe,  ,ing9o4  order,  iiflt9.harfog 
arofe,  of  ^^hich  tht.  Dutch  fivailed  themfelves;  artd  iar 
terppfing  betwc^en  the  a4mirals,  jind  their  flcet«r:en-t 
gaged  furicmfly,  until  the  yreath^r  b^tame  clear,  when 
the  man  oiF  w^r,  commanded  by.  Lopez,  .^as'blown^ 
yp>  by  two 'fire- fliips,  whici),  in  purfiiaoce  of  onders 
frpm  V*n,Tromp,  had  bf?n  pr^p^red.fprtl^at  purpofe. 
When  Oquendo  perceived  the  a4miral  ihip  pf  Portugal 
inflames,  he  in^antly  bore  away  (or  Dunkirk^  with, 
the  admiral  pf.  that  place;,  and  a  fmall  numbe^  pf 
other  fhips.    Of,  the  thirty  Spanifh  vefTels,  iif«  were 
funk  during  the  engagement ;  eleven  were  taken,  and 
fent   to  Holland ;   three  perifhed   near  the  coaft  of 
Franjce,  and  one  near  Dover.    The  remaining  ten 
efcaped.    As  the  firfl  hoflility  had  been  indifputably 
committed  by  the  Spaniards,  it  became  a  plea,  ad* 
vanced  by  the  Dutch,  in  their  juftification ;  and  alfo 

ferved 


Tinces  Unies.  Liv.  ii.p.  193, 
the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  140. 


194.— Campbeirs  Lives  of 
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forved  as  a  fuffici^ilt  argument  to  defend  the  conduft  ; 
of  the  Englifli  government,which  otherwife  would  have 
appeared  repugnant  to   the  law  of  nations,  in  fuffer- 
ing  one  ally  to  deftroy  another,  within  its  naval  jurif*  ' 
di6Hon  (f ).  ^ 

An  indefatigable  hiftorian  (r)  hath  deemed  it  necef- 
fary  to  remark  that,  in  fad,  the  people  of  England 
were  not  forry  for  this  misfortune  which  befel  the 
Spaniards,  although  the  rourt  endeavoured,  by  every 
proper  meafure,  to  prevent  it.  He  adds  that  their 
fatistadton  was  grounded  on  furmifes  that  this  for- 
midable fleet  was  a  fecond  Armada,  fitted  out  nomi- 
nally againft  the  Dutch ;  but,  in  truth,  prepared  for 
the  dedrudion  of  the  heretics,  in  general.  At  the  firft 
glance,  this  may  appear  a  wild,  and  extravagant  fug- 
geftion ;  but,  perhaps,  the  reader  will,  in  fome 
meafure,  be  difpofed^o  give  it  his  aflent,  fliould  wc 
inform  him  that,  when  the  next  parliament  was  con- 
vened, a  proof  appeared  to  ftrengthen  the  fufpicion, 
and  a  popifh  book  was  produced,  in  whlc'i,  amongft 
other  fuperftitious  paflages,  were  prayers  for  the  holy 
martyrs,  who  perifhed  in  the  fleet  fent  put  againft 
the  heretics  of  England  (x).    Be  this  as  it  may,  the 

R  3  bare 


(^)  See  Sir  John  Pennington's  relation  of  thb  engage- 
ment in  Frankland's  annals,  p.  793,  794.— Whitlpcke»  p. 
31,  32.— —Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  119,  lao.— 
Memoirs  de  Monfieur  le  Comte  d'Eftrades,  tom.  t.  See 
his  letter  to  the  cardinal  de  Richlieu,  informing  him  of 
the  victory  gained  over  the  Spanilh  fleet.  It  is  dated  fron\ 
Bergen-op-zoom,  on  the  twentieth  of  September,  in  the 
vear,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-nine.--Camp- 
Dell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  140,   141. 

(r)  Mr  Campbell. 

(*)  Rufliworth,    A    D.   163^.  p.  974.— Prynne's  royal 
Favourite,  p.  59. — Fiery  Jefuits,  410.  1667,  ?•*'>?• 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Aamirals,  p.  14a. 
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bare  repQrt»  uadoub^ei^y,  FP^^^l  l^ore  than  fuffici«nt 
to.  altfiB  i\^  populace,  and.  F«vive  their  refentmcnti^ 
againft  the  Spaj;iiar4s.    Several  of  our  own  writers  have 
aflFe^ed  to  reprefent  the  condud  of  the  Dutch  as  dero-.i 
gatory,  on  this  occafion,  from  our  fovereigntyon  the 
furrouadiag  ocean ;  but  foreigners    have    intimated 
np  circum^nce  of  this  natnre(0»  ahhough  it  muft; 
be  allowed  (hat  , the  affairs  of  government  were  then 
in  fuch  con^iioii^.  as  to  render  it  extremely  doubtful" 
w;)|iether  Charles  could  have  prpperly  refented  an  in- , 
dignity^  in  cafe  the  Dutch  bad  offered  it.  ::') 

lit.  Gan;ipbell.Temarks  that  he  was  on  the  point  of 
fpflpwing  the  eiaipple  of.  feveral  of  our  annaltfts^^ 
and  leaviil^  unnoticed  the  expedition,  undertaken, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  by  the  marquis  df 
Hamiitop;  agaipft..  the  3cois.  In  itfelf  it  i^  of  little 
confequenee)  yet  Serves  to  (hew  h|Ow  difficult,  on  this 
occafion,  1$  the  difcovery  of  truth.  A  prelate  (»). 
wl^ofe  veraqity  as  a  writer  is  not  onqueftionabty  efta- 
bliihed,  hatK  compered  a  plaufible  relation  of  the 
enterprizie,  Heoi^ferves  that  the  duke  embarked  at 
Yarmouth,  towards  the  middle  of  April,  in  the  year, 
one  thoufand^  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-nine }  and  that  he 
w^$  attended  by  nearly  five,  thoufand  men,  amongft 
wliom  not  more  than  two  hundred  knew  how  to  fire  a 
gun.  Concerning  the  number  of  (hips,  or  their 
bliFthen,  he  is  idtirely  filent ;  and  only  acquaints  us 
that  the  troops  were  tranfported  in  the  colliery- 
veflels,  and  that  they  arrived  at  the  Frith  of  Forth,  on 
the  (iril  pf  May.  There,  Hamilton  remained  for  a 
cOnfid^rable  fpace    of   time,    treating  unfuccefsfully 

'    :^.  With 

(t)  KanisV Tiiftbry  of  Venice,  book  ii.  p.  4tTa»  473.— 
O^nPPbeirsXivej.of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p,  142. 

IhI  lii/bop.  Burnet's  Memoirs  of  James,  and  Willianir 
dimes  of  Htfm'ilton,  p.  121,  139..^  ..«:..  .  .  :vms,J 
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with  the  Scots.  When  the  feafon  was  loft,  he  returned^ 
without  having  executed  his  commiifion  (x). 

A  difcerning  contemporary  writer  (y)  hath  entered 
into  a  widely  different  detail,  which  may  be  ,  here  in- 
ferted,  as  it  is  (hort,  and  not  unworthy  of  the  notice 
of  the  reader.  *'  Hamilton  was  to  have  been  a  diftinft 
'*  general  both  by  fea,  and  land,  and  with  a  Igood 
*.*  fleet  was  to  blo^ck  up  the  Scots  feas ;  nay,  to  m^ 
**  knowledge  he  promifed  ib  to  vifit  his  countrymen  oii 
*<  their  coafts,  as  th$t  they  (hould  find  little'  eafe,  or 
«  fecurity,  in  theii'  habitations.  For,  he  had  three 
<<  good  EngU(h  regiments  on  board  of  him*  but  the 
**  very  choice  of  hU  ftipa  fliewed  that  he  had  more 
**  mind  to  make  war  upon  the  king's  treaiure^ 
^*  than  upon  hi»  own  country,  or  countrymen  ;  for^ 
'*  he  had  chofili  Ibme  of  th6  fecbnd,  or  third  rate^ 
«  whereas  the  leaf!  frigates  would  have  done  the  great- 
**  eft  fervice  j  thus, :  by  the  very  bulk  of  his  fhips^ 
«  obliging  himfelf  to  an  inadivity.  One  might  well 
*'  have  cxptfted  that  he  who  had  fo  prodigally,  as  a 
*'  commiflioner,  lavished  his  majefty's  honour;  and 
**  unhinged  the  government,  would  have  vigoroufly 
**  employed  thefe  forces  under  his  command,  to  have 
*'  reftored  both ;  and  that  a  man  of  his  importance 
<*  would  have  found  fohie  party  ready  to  have  counte- 
**  nanced,  and  aiTifted  him-;  but,  inftead  thereof,  when 
"  he  comes,  and  anchors  in  the  Frith,  his  mother, 
«*  (a  violent  fpirited  lady,  and  a  deep  preft)yterers,} 
•*  comes  on  board  of  him,  and,  furely  ,ftie  had  no 
<*  hard  talk  to  charm  him.    Afterwards,    the  great 

R4 


<« 


:iibh 


';.: 


ftiips 


X639.  p.^36.  93i»  93*» 
p.  99^-^Li>rd  Clarendon's 


*  fx)  See  Rufli worth.  'A.  D. 

p$y  9U»  935  — J^«nn«<-  V.  3 

Hiftory-of  the  Rebellion,  V.  i.  p.  rtilt'vUO.  121.— Whit* 
locke's  Memorials,  p.   3o.-^Davis's  pillory  of  the  civil 
Wars  of  England,  p.  11. 
(j)  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  131,  13a. 
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*'  (hips  (like  the  great  formidable  log,  let  down  to 
«  be  a  king^  lying  ftill,  he  had  feveral  vifits  from 
**  many  of  the  great  men,  who  were  moft  aftive 
**  againft  the  king,  as  if  he  had  been  rather  returned 
**  from  an  Eaft  India  voyage,  than  come  as  a  powerful 
**  enemy." 

From  this  period,  the  fleet  ceafed  to  be  deptndant  on 
the  king ;  and  therefore,  it  may  be  proper  to  conclude, 
here,  the  naval  hiftory  of  king  Charles  the  firft. 
»  We  now  entfr  on  the  necelTary  obfervations  con- 
cerning the  prc^refs  of  commerce,  the  increafe  of  the 
rottfine,  and  the  eftabliChment  of  colonies,  during  the 
iranfient  fovcreignty  of  this4inhappy  prince. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars; 
Charles  addedj  f^iongft  others,  one  fliip  to  the  royal 
nav)F  of  England,  which  on  account  of  its  fize,  and 
ieveral  remarkable  particulars^  muft  be  mentioned,  in 
this  work ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  few  hiftorians  have 
idmitted  the  defcription; 

**  This  famous  ^eflel  Was  conftruded  at  Woolwich, 
«  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty- 
«  feven.  She  vras,  in  length,  by  the  keel,  one  hun- 
«  dred  and  twenty  feet ;  in  breadth,  forty-eight  feet  | 
**  in  length,  from  the  fore  end  of  the  beak,  to  the  af^ 
«  ter  end  of  the  ilern,  two  hundred,  and  thirty-two 
**  feet ;  and  in  hcighth,  from  the  bottom  of  her  keel, 
« to  the  top  of  her  lanthorn,  feventy-fix  feet.  She 
<<  bore  five  ianthorns,  the  biggeft  of  which  would 
"  hold  ten  perfons  upright;  had  three  flufh-decks, 
f<  a  fore-caftle ;  a  half  deck ;  a  quarter-deck ;  and 
^.a  round-houfe.  Her  lower  tier  thirty  ports; 
^'  her  middle  tier,  thirty  ports ;  her  third  tier, 
**  twenty-fix  ports ;  fpre-caftle,  twelve  ports ;  bi^lf- 
'*  deck,  fourteeo-ports ;  thirteen  ports  more  within 
*^  board,  exclnfiyeof  ten  pieces  of  chace-  ordnance, 
\-^-'---  —'•'.  forward. 
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<(  forward,  and  ten  right  aft,  and  nnany  loop-holes  in 
«  the  cabins,  for  mu(ket-(hot.  She  had  eleven  anchors, 
"  one  of  which  was  of  the  weight  of  four  thoufand,  and 
'*  four  hundred  pounds.  She  was  of  the  burthen  of  one 
"  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-feven  tons.  She  was 
'<  built  by  Peter  Pett,  Efquire,  under  the  diredion  of 
**  captain  Phineas  Pett,  one  of  the  principal  officers  of 
•*  the  navy  (z)." 

It  appears  from  Sir  William  Monibn,  and  indeed 
from  all  the  unprejudiced  writers  of  that  sera,  who 
were  competent  judges  of  thefe  flatters,  that  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain  had  increafed  exceedingly, 
during  the  firft  fifteen  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles^ 
infomuch  that  the  port  of  London,  only,  could  have  fup- 

plted 


(s)  A  true  defcription  of  his  majefty's  royal  (hip,  built 
in  this  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-(even,  at 
Woolwich,  in  Kent  j  to  the  great  glory  of  the  Enffliih  na- 
tion, and  not  paralleled  in  the  whole  chriftian  worlf  Pub- 
lifhed  by  authoritv.  London,  i637»  410.  This  little  piece 
is  addrefled  to  Charles  the  firft,  by  its  author,  Thomas 
Heywood,  who  appears  to  have  been  employed  in  contriv- 
ing the  emblematical  devices,  or  defigns,  and  in  compofing 
the  mottos  with  which  the  veflel  was  embellifhed.— 4Jamp- 
bell's  Lives  of  the  AdmiraJs,  V.  a.  p.  145. — The  following 
is  a  lift  of  the  ihips  added  to  the  royal  navy,  by  Charles  the 
6rft. 

Ships.  Men  in  Harbour.        Men  at  Sea. 

The  Ten  yv  helps 

Henrietta  Pinnace 

Mary  Pinnace 

Charles 

Henrietta  Maria 

James 

Vidory 

Leopard 

Swallow 

Sovereign 


3 

60  fome  70 

3 

^5 

3 

»$ 

9 

250 

9 

as© 

9 

aoo 

9 

250 

J 

J70 

6 

<5o 

^66         M  £  M  O  I  R  S     O  F 

plied  til  hundred  fail,  capable  of  being  eafily  converted 
into  men  of  war,  and  well  furniflied  with  ordnance 
(a}.  The  trade  to  the  Eaft-Indfe$,  which  was  6nly  in 
iti  infancy,  previous  to  the  demife  of  James,  the  firft, 
now  became  extremely  lucrative ;  and  the  Englifh  fhjpa 
gave  law,  in  thofe  parts,  to  the  vefl^ls  of  almoft  every 
foreign  nation.  The  trade  to  Guinea  grew  likewife 
confiderably  advantageous  to  the  Englifh  fubjeds ;  and 
their  commercial  intercourfe  with  Spain,  after  the  con- 
chiCion  of  the  u^ar,  was  equally  fuccefsful  (^).  It 
muft  be  acknowledged  that  cotifiderable  difputes  arofe 
between  the  government,  and  the  merchants,  relative 
to  the  cuftoms,  which  were  confidered  by  fome  of  the 
minifters,  as  dependent  on  the  crown,  and  liable  to  be 
taken  folely  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative ;  whereas 
others  conceived,  as  mod  of  the  merchants  themfelves 
did,- that  nothing  of  this  kind  could  be  levied,  but  by 
the  confent  of  parliament.  Yet  thefe  very,  difputes 
ihewed  that  trade  was  in  a  flouriHiing  condition  ;  for, 
if  the  cttftoms  had  not  rifen  to  a  conftderable  height, 
and  beyond  what  they  did  in  formier  times,  no  mi- 
m&Fy  would  have  run  the  hazard  of  fuch  a  conteft  (c), 

.One 


(a)  Naval  Trafb,  p.  293. 

(h)  Idem.  Ibid.  ' 

(c)  Mr.  Campbell  obferves  that  many  of  our  able  writers 
of  Engliih  hiftory,  particularly  fuch  as  lived  in  thofe  days 
and  have  difcoiitfed  of  them,  fpeak  with  rapture  of  the 
great  felicity  of  the  times,  and  of  the  wealth,  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  nation,  at  the  period  mentioned  in  the  text. 
He  refers  only  to  few  authorities,  but  adds  that  it  Would 
not  be  difficult  to  afTemble  a  cloud  of'witneffes,  in  fupport 
of  what  hath  been  afl^ted. — Lord  Clarendon's  Hiftor^  of 
the  RebeHion,  V.  i.  p.  74,  75,  76.— Sir  Philip  Warwick's 
Memoirs,  p.  6a,  63,  64, — Bulftrode's  Memoirs,  p.  j.— 
Bates')  Elencus  Motuuni,  p.  19.  ai. — Heath's  Chronicle, 
p.  I.— Sir  William  Dugdale's  fliort  view  of  the  late  trou- 
bles 
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.  One  of  the  principal  fourcet  of  our  naval'  ftrength, 
during  that  sera,  was  our  colonies,  to  the  encourage- 
ment, and  augmentation  of  which,  even  thofe  acci- 
dents highly  contributed,  which  might  have  proved 
otherwife  fatal  to  focicty  1  fuch  at  our  civil,  and  ecde- 
fiaftical  divifions,  which  induced  numbers  of  fober,  in- 
duftrious,  and  difcerning  individuals,  to  prefer  liberty, 
and  whatfoever  they  could  raife  in  diflant,  and  hitherto 
uncultivated  lands,  to  the  uneafy  fituation  in  which 
they  found  themfelves  at  home  {d). 

The  colony  of  Virginia  had  ftruggled  under  great 
difficulties,  from  the  time  that  it  became  fubjeCk  to 
the  direction  of  a  company,  until  Charles,  at  his  ac- 
ceifion,  vefted  the  adminiftration  of  it  in  a  govemoor, 
council,  and  aflembly,  who  were  bound  to  a&  in  firift 
correfpondence  with  the  legal  forms  prefcribed  undcp 
the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain.  During  a  ihoit 
fpace,  the  profperity  of  Virginia  was  unmolefted.  At 
length.  Sir  John  Harvey,  whom  the  king  had  appoints 
cd  govemour,  proceeded  to  fuch  tyrannical  extremes, 
that  the  irritated  colonifts.  had  recourfe  to  equal  vio- 
lence, and,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred,  and 
thirty-nine,  caufed  him  to  be  feized,  and  fent  a  prifoner 
to  England.  Charles,  enraged  at  thefe  proceedings, 
direded  Harvey  to  return  inftantly  to  his  government, 
and  peremptorily  refufed  to  hear  the  complaints  that 
were  alleged  againft  him  (r). 

Yet 


bles  in  England,  p.  6^  —  Farther  to  fatisfy  the  Reader,  he 
is  referred  to  that  admirable  Pi£hire  of  the  State  of  Europe, 
in  general,  and  of  Enj^land,  in  particular,  left  us,  by  the 
earl  of  Clarendon,  in  hit  life.  Edit.  1759.  V.  7.  p.  70, 71. 

(J)  Neale,  in  hit  hiftory  of  the  puritans,  obfenred  that 
the  feverities  exercifed  br  archbifliop  Laud,  drove  thott- 
iands  of  families  to  New-England. 

(e)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  147. 
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Yet  this  re-eftabli(hment  was  efFeded  folely  wfth  a 
▼iew  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  crown  ;  and, 
ihonly  afterwards.  Sir  John  Harvey  was  fucceeded  by 
Sir  William  Berkley,  whofe  adminiftration,  guided  by 
juilice,  and  lenity,  reftored  the  happinefs  of  the  co- 
lony. That  of  New  England  received  its  name  from 
Charles,  when  he  was  prince  of  Wales,  and  was  better 
lettled  during  the  reign  of  James,  than  any  other  of 
the  plantations.  When  his  fucceflbr  had  afcended  the 
throne,  it  flouriflied  dill  more  confiderably,  and  was 
conftantly  fupplied  with  large  draughts  of  people  ;  fo 
that  by  degrees,  it  became  divided  into  four  govern- 
nents,  under  which  (it  hath  been  fuppofed,)  there  ex- 
ifted  twenty-five  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  from  whence 
we  may  infer  that  the  commerce  carried  on  between 
this  colony,  and  the  mother-country,  muft  have  been 
Tery  confiderable,  even  at  this  early  period  (/). 

The  papifts,  in  England,  perceiving  themfeives  ex- 
pofed  to  numerous  feverities.,  and  dreading  ftill  greater 
evils,  were  anxious  to  enjoy  with  other  nonconfor- 
mifts,  an  afylum  in  the  new  world.  Hence,  arofe 
the  fettlement  of  Maryland,  a  country  which  had 
been  hitherto  accounted  a  part  of  Virginia,  between 
thirty-feven,  and  forty  degrees  of  north  latitude.  It 
was  granted  by  Charles,  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  in 
the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  thirty-two* 
to  the  anceftor  of  the  late  lord  Bahimore,  and  derived 
its  name  of  Maryland  from  the  queen  of  England, 

Henri- 

(/)  Britiih  Empire  in  America,  V.  i.  p.  37a.— Hfftory, 
and  prefent  ftate  of  Virginia,  by  colonel  R.  Beverly,  p. 
48,  AQ-^Hidoxy  of  the  British  Plantations  in  America,  by 
^ir\VilIiam  Keith,  baronet,  p.  1^4,  14$.^— Hi  (lory  of  the 
Britiih  fettlements  in,  North  America,  by  William  Uouglas, 
M.  D.  Vol.  I.  Sea.  S.^Campbeirs  Lires  of  the  Admirals, 
V.  a.  p.  148. 
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Henrietta  Marit.  It  was  more  eafily,  and  more  fuccefs- 
fuUy  planted  than  any  former  colony  had  been.  Leo- 
Mrd  Qilvert,  the  brother  to  the  lord  Proprietor,  was 
the  firft.  governour,  and  continued  to  ezercife  his  au- 
thority,  until  that  of  the  crown  grew  too  feeble  to  pro- 
ted  him,  and  until  the  parliament  fent  one  of  their 
adherents  to  fupplant  him  {g). 

The  Sommer-Iflands,  which  were  planted  in  the  laft 
Reign,  and  fettled  under  a  regular  government,  in  the 
year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  nineteen,  flou- 
riflied  eiceedingly,  the  country  being  fertile,  and  plea- 
fant,  and  the  air  much  more  wholefome  than  in  any 
other  pare  of  America  {A),  The  ifland  of  Bafbadoes, 
which  had  been  regularly  planted,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  reign  of  Charjes,  was  granted  to  the  earl 
of  C^rlifle  ;  anfi  fuch  was  thje  encouragement  which  he 
gave  to  all  adventurers,  t^at  th^  plaj^e  fpeedily  became 
populous,  and  rich  (1).  To  this  period,  alfo,  may  we 
fix  the  fettlement  of  Saint  Chridopher,  and  Nevis. 

R^ljitiyely  to  the  coinage,  it  may  be  neceflary  to 
obferve  that  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles, 
the  firft,  a  pound  weight  of  gold,  of  the  old  ftand- 
ard,  oi  twenty-three  carats,  three  grains,  and  a  half 
fine,  and  half  a  grain,  allay,  was  coined  into  forty- 
four  pounds,  and  ten  (hillings,  by  tale  ;  namely,  into 
rofe  rials,  at  thirty  (hillings,  a  piece ;  fpur-rials, 
at  fifteen  (hillings,  a  piece  -,  and  angels,  at  ten  (hil- 
lings, 

(g)  Brij^/h  Empire  in  America,  V.  i .  p.  323.— -Camp- 
belFs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  148. 

(A)  General  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  New-England,  and  the 
Summer-Ifles,  by  captain  John  Smith,  London,  1627. 
Folio.  Book  5.— -Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2. 

P-  '49- 

(i)^  True,  and  exa£t  Hiftory  of  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes, 
by  Richard  Ligon.  London,  165 7.  Folio,  p.  43.— Camp- 
bell's Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  1 49. 
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Ung8>  a  piece.  A  pound-weight  of  crowifgold,  of 
twenty-two  carats,  fine,  and  two  carats,  allay,  was 
coined  into  forty-one  pounds,  by  tale ;  namely,  into* 
unites,  at  twenty  ihilUngs ;  double-crowns,  at  ten 
fhillings,  or  Britiih  crowns,  at  five  ihiUfngs,  a  picee. 
A  pound  of  filver  of  the  old  ftandard  of  eleven 
ounces,  two  penny-weights,  fine,  into  fixty-twof 
(hillings,  by  tate ;  namely,  into  crowns,  half-crowns, 
ihillings,  half-ihiUings,  two-pences,  pence,  and  half- 
pence. 

The  gold  coins  of  this  king  (as  appears  from  the 
above  indenture,)  are  rofe-rials,  fpur-rials,  angels. 
Ignites,  double,  and  BritiHi  crowns.  The  filvctr  coins 
are  crowns,  half-crowns,  ihillings,  fiz-pences,  two-pen- 
ces, pence,  and  half-pence  ;  as,  alio,  ten,  and  twenty- 
ty-(hilling-pieces,  peculiar  to  this  reign  which  have  the 
figure  of  Charles,  on  horfeback  (i). 


(k)  SeeRapin's  biftory  of  England,  8vo.  V.  lo.  p.  544. 
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Sir  ROBERT  MANSEL. 


THIS  celebrated  officer,  defcended  from  an 
ancient,  and  noble  family,  was  the  third  fon 
of  Sir  Edward  Manfel,  Knight,  by  his  wife,  the 
lady  Jane,  daughter  to  Henry,  carl  of  Worcefter 
(a).  He  entered  early  into  the  fea-fervice,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  illuftrious  lord  Howard  of  Effingham, 
high- Admiral  of  England.  During  the  expedition  to 
Cadiz,  his  galianlry  attra6led  the  notice  of  the  earl  of 
£(rex,who  rewarded  him  with  knighthood ;  and,  thence- 
forward, confidered  him  as  a  favourite,  appoint- 
ing him^  previous  to  his  departure,  on  the  ifland- 
voyage,  to  the  command  of  the  Mary-Honora  (b). 
On  his  return,  he  adhered  to  his  former  patron,  the 
earl  of  Nottingham,  and  was,  frequently  employed,  at 
fea,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  but,  more  parti- 
cularly, 

(a)  Dugdale's  Baronage,  V.  a.  p.  2^3. 

(b)  Birch's  Memoirs  of  <}ueen  Elizabeth,  V.  2.  p.  50. 
— Stowe,  p.  775. — Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  Trafts,  p. 
J  89.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  150. 


m 


272 


MEMOIRS    OF 


euksly,  ibr  ihe  d«fds€«  pf  tb«  jcoail»  v4i   lenrice  in 

which  his  prudence,  and  intrepidity,  attniSed  the  ad- 
miration of  his  feUow-fubjcds,'  and  the  cenfur«  of  his 
enemies  (r).  When,  'in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix 
htindred,  a|id  twq^  he  attacked  fix'of  the  SpanUhTj^af- 
h'es,  on  their  paflage  to  Flanders,  funk  thr^e,  and'  dif- 
perfed  the  reft,  the  Dutch|  and  after  them,  the  French 
hiftorians,  mifreprefented  his  behaviour.  Sir  Robert, 
eager  to  vindicatie  his  injured  honour,  drew  up  a  full 
relation  of  his  condud,  and  addrefled  it  to  tht  lord 
high-admiral.  Following  the  example  of  a  naval 
writer  (d),  ^frhere ^prefent  an  extraid,  /froni  wbat  |ie 
deems  a  curroiis,  and  authientic  papier,  to  tl)e  reader.  . 
'*  On  the  twenty  third  pf  September,  being  in  the 
"  Hope,  and  having  in  my  company  the  Advantage 
"  only  of  th^  queen's  ihips,  which  captain  Joney 
"  commanded,  apd  two  Diftch  nien  of  war,  I  rode 
'*  more  than  half  channel  over,  towards  the  cpad  of 
'<  France,  upon  a  |iorth>weft,  and  fputh-eail  line, 
"  myfelf  being  neareft  ^l^at  coaft,  captain  Jones  next 
''  me,  and  the  Dutch  fnen  of  war  a  fea-board^  and 
**  to  the  Weftwarcj  of  him.  The  fmall  force,  at  that 
*'  fime  prefent,  ^nd  w'^I^  ^^t  remaining  th^s  difpofed 
"  for  the  intercepting  of  the  Gallics,  haying  difipilTed 
«  the  Dutch  men  pf  wat*  that  ferved  under  me,  upon 
**  their  own  intreaty,  to  re-vi£iua],  fin^  trim,  and  hav- 
**  ing  employed  \h^  reft  of  the  queen's  ihips,  upon 
**  efpecial  fervices,  |  defcried,  from  my  tpp-maft- 
*<  heads,  fix  low  (ai|s,  which  fome  made  for  gallies, 
<'  whilft  others  affirmed  them  to  be  fmall  barks  that  had 
"  ftruck  their  top-fails,  ^n^  were  bound  from  Dieppe, 
"  towards  the  Downs.  To  w^ich  opinion,  although  I 
*<  inclined  moft,  yet  I  direded  this  m^fter  to  weigh. 


(r)  Camden,  p.  tioc. 
U)  Mr.  Campbell. 
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"  and  ftand  with  them,  that  I  might  learn  fome  news 
"  of  the  gallies,  which,  by  your  lordfliip*s  advertife- 
*'  ment  fent  me,  I  knew  had  either  paflfed  me  that 
**  night,  or  were  near  at  hand,  unlefs  the  Tea  had 
"  fwallowed  them  up  in  the  dorms  which  hftd  raged^ 
''three  days  before.  Having  fet  my  felf  under  fail, 
"  the  weather  grew  thick,  which  obliged  me  to  la(k 
"  fome  two  points  from  the  wind,  towards  the  Eng- 
"  li(h  coaft,  left  the  continuance  of  that  dark  wea- 
*'  ther  might  give  them  power  to  run  out  a-head  o^ 
"  me.  About  eleven  o'clock j  the  weather  cleared, 
"  when  I  difcovered  them  plainly  to  be  the  Spani(h 
"  gallies  fo  long  time  expeSed,  at  which  time,  with 
**  the  reft,  I  plied  to  receive  them,  by  crofting  their 
'*  fore-foot,  as  they  ftood  along  the  channel,  which 
"  they  endeavoured,  until  they  perceived  that,  by  the 
"  continuance  of  that  courfe,  they  could  not  eJcape 
"  the  power  of  my  ordnance." 

"  All  this  time,  th  fe  two  fly-boats  were  betweeii 
"  them,  and  me  ;  and  (as  the  ftaves  report  that  fwani 
'*  aftipre'at  Dover,)  they  determined,  with  three  gal- 
**  lies,  to  have  boarded  each  of  thofe  ftiips  ;  and  could 
**  have  executed  that  refolution,  but  for  the  fear  of 
**  her  majeft^'s  great  gaUeon,  (as  they  termed  the 
"  Hope,)  whofe  force  that  ihey  fliunned  in  that  kind, 
(cpnfidering  the  difadvantage  that  twice  fix  of  the 
beft  gailies  that  ever  I  faw,  have  by  fighting  againft 
"  one  ftiip  of  her  force,)  I  dc  as  much  commeAd,  as 
*'  otherwife,  I  do  deteft  their  fliameful  working,  in 
"  that,  full  of  cowardlinefs,  and  weaknefs,  they 
"  rowed  back  to  the  weftward,  and  fpent  the  diy,  by 
'*  running  away,  in  hopes  that  the  darknefs  of  the 
"  night  would  give  them  liberty  fuflicient  to  fhun  the 
*'  only  fhip  they  feared  ;  or  that  was  indeed  in  the  Tea, 
'*  all  that  time,   to  give  them  the  caufe  of  fear,  t 


« 


Vol.  IV. 


S 


« 


mean 


274  MEMOIRSOF 

"  mean  between  thenn  and  Dankirk,  or  Nieuport.  This 
**  error  only  of  theirs  bred  their  confofion,  is  you  may 
"  perceive  by  the  feqnel.** 

**  For,  they  no  fooner  began  that  coorfe  of  rowin§^ 
"  back  again,  but  I  inftantly  made  figns  for  captain 
"  Jones,  in  the  Advantage,  belonging  to  the  queen,  to 
"  come  to  me,  whom  I  prefently  diredcd  to  repair  to 
"  Calais'Road,  and  thence  to  fend  the  Alarm  unto  the 
*'  army  of  the  States,  aflembled  before  Sluys,  and  to 
'*  advife  fuch  men  of  war  as  kept  on  the  coa(l  of 
"  Flanders,  upon  any  other  occafion,  to  ftand  off  to 
**  fea,  to  meet  with  the  galKcs,  in  the  night,  which 
**  fhould  be  chaced  by  me,  with  my  fights  in  my 
**  top-maft-heads,  and  a  continual  difcharging  of 
**  my  ordnance.  Captani  Jones  having  ihaped  his 
"  courfe,  according  to  my  diredions,  I  gave  orders 
*<  for  hoifting,  and  trimming  of  my  falls,  by  the  wind, 
**  to  keep  fight  of  the  gallies ;  and  the  two  fly-boats, 
*<  being  Jlill  a  weather  of  me,  did  the  fike.** 

•*  Which  chacc  we  held,  until  fun-fettrng,  obferv- 
**  ing  this  courfe  following,  all  the  day.  They,  be-* 
**  ing  a  weather  of  me,  kept  their  continual  boards, 
<*  that  the  gallies  were  always  between  them,  and  my- 
**  felt  being  to  leeward  made  fuch  fliort  turns,  as  I 
**  kept  atl  the  afternoon  in  a  manner  even  in  the  very 
«  eye  of  their  courfe,  between  them,  and  the  place 
**  of  their  defign,  ever  difcharging  my  beft  ordnance 
**  to  warn  the  Anfwer,  belonging  to  her  majefty,  that 
'*  rid,  by  my  diredions,  at  the  Downs,  upon  tmpor- 
**  tant  fervice,  as  your  lofdfliip  knoweth ;  and  the 
*'  Flemings  that  were  there,  having  left  the  fea,  upon 
**  unknown  grounds  to  me,  (yet  fent  from  Port fmouth, 
**  by  the  mod  provident  diredion  of  her  facred  ma- 
"  jeily,  to  await  the  coming  of  the  gaNies,  upon  ad- 
'*  vertifements  that  her  highnefs  received,  of  their  be- 

"  ing 
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**  ing  to  put  to  fea,)  to  fet  fail,  who  elfe  had  received 
"  no  undesftanding  of  the  gallies,  neither  came  they 
'*  within  (hot  of  them  until  after  night ;  howfoever 
**  the  reputation  of  the  fervice  is  wholly  challenged  by 
•'them."  , 

"  Having  given  your  lordlhip  an  account  how  this 
**  day  was  thus  fpent  by  me,  from  eight  o'clock,  until 
"  the  evening,  and  with  thefe  only  helps,  I  befeech 
•'  your  lordfliip  to  be  pleafed  to  underftand  that  with 

the  fetting  of  the  fun,  I  could  both  difcem  the  ihips 

laft  mentioned,  under  fail,  at  the  Downs,  and  the 
**  gallies  to  have  fet  their  fails,  direSing  their  courle 
**  clofe  aboard  of  our  ihpre,  each  of  them  being  out  of 
"  light  of  the  other ;  and  my  Dutch  conforts,  by  this 
''  time,  to  have  been  jeft  by  the  gallies;4o;  a  ftern- 
f'  chace.  When  I  perceived  them  to  holdthat  courfe 
**  which  would  bring  them  within  fhot  of  the  Anfwer, 
"  and  the  reft  thgt  were  in  the  Downs,  I  held  a  clean 
**  contrary  courfe  from  them,  towards  ihe  coaft  of 
*'  France,  to  confirm  the  fecure  paflfage  they  thought 
•'  to  find  on  our  coaft,  which  I  continued,  until  the 
"  report  of  their  battery  gave  me  afturance  of  the 
**  gallies  being  engaged  with  them." 

**  How  the  battery  began,  who  began  it,  how  it  was 
'*  continued,  how  ended,  and  to  whom  the  reputation 
*'  of  the  fervice  is  due,  I  leave  to  be  confidered  by 
*' your  lordfliip,  by  the  perufal  of  the  true  difcourfe 
"  following.  The  Anfwer,  belonging  to  the  queen, 
*'  which  captain  Broadgate  commanded,  as  flie  rid  more 
*<  foutheriy,  at  the  Downs,  than  the  Flemings,  fo  came 
"  ftie  firft  to  the  gallies,  and  beftowed  twenty-eight 
"  pieces  of  ordnance,  in  them,  before  the  Flemings 
**  came  in,  who,  at  length,  feconded  him  with  very 
**  many  fliot.** 

S  2  "  Diu-- 
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"  During  this  battery  of  oUrs  upon  the  gallies, 
**  which  Lfo  term,  becaufe  they  never  exchanged  one 
**  (hot^  at  the  very  firft  report  of  the  Anfwer's  ord- 
*'  nance,  I  diredcd  the  mafter  of  my  (hip  to  bear  up 
'*  whh  the  fouth  end  of  the  Godwin,  with  which  di* 
"  re^oni,  I  delivered  my  reafons  publicly,  as  I  ftood 
**  on  the  poop  of  my  ihip,  namely,  that  if  I  ftood  di« 
"  re81y  in^  the  gallies,  before  I  could  recover  the 
**  place,  would  either  be  driven  aftiore,  or  funk,  and  fo 
"  there  would  prove  no  need  of  my  force ;  or  elfe, 
**  by  their  nimble  failing,  they  would  efcape  their 
'*  (hips,  of  whom  (once  getting  a-head,)  they  could 
*'  receive  no  impediment ;  for,  there  was  no  one  (hip^ 
**  but  the  Advantage,  in  the  Tea,  that  could  hinder 
**  them  fipom  recovering  any  port  in  Flanders,  or  the 
**  eaft-coUntrics,  (Sluys  only  excepted,)  unlefs  I  ftayed 
**  them  at  that  Sand-head/' 

"  Having  recovered  as  near  that  place  as  I  defired, 
**  I  ftayed  kit  leaft  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  before  I  could 
"  either  fe^  the  galley,  hear,  or  fee  any  of  thofe  (hips, 
*'  their  lights,  or  the  report  of  their  ordnance,  which 
"  made  me,  and  all  my  company,  hold  opinion  that 
*'  they  had  outfalled  the  Anfwer,  and  the  reft  of  the 
"  Flemings,  and  (hunned  (ight  of  me,  by  going  a  fea- 
"  board  of  njy  (hip>  which  t  fo  verily  believed,  as  I 
"  once  direSiy  determined  to  fail  for  Sluys,  with  hope 
'*  only  that  the  preparation  which  I  knew  the  States 
*'  had  there^  would  be  able  to  prevent  their  entrance 
'*  into  that  place.  Whilft  I  remained  thus  doubtful, 
**  or  rather  hopelefs  to  hinder  their  recovery  of  Dun- 
*'  kirk,  or  Nieuport,  in  cafe  they  had  been  a  fea-board 
<*  of  me,  fome  of  my  company  defcried  a  (ingle  gal- 
'**  ley,  plying  from  the  fhore,  to  get  a-head  of  my 
"  (hip.    When  (he  approached  within  caliver-(hot,  I 

«  dif- 
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lower,  and  upper  tier,  at  her  alone ;  myfelf,  with 
**  many  others  in  my  (hip,  faw  when  her  main«yard 
*'  was  (hot  afunder,  heared  the  report  of  many  (hot 
*'  that  hit  her  hull,  heard  many  of  their  moft  pitiful 
''  outcries,  which  when  I  perceived  to  continue,  andy 
**  inftead  of  making  way  from   me,  I  forbore  ihoot- 
''  ing,  and  commanded  one  that  fpoke  the  Portuguefe 
'*  language,  to  tell  them  that  I  was  contented  to  rt- 
"  ceive  them  to  mere/ ;  which  I  would  accordingly 
**  have  performed,  had  not  the  other  five  gallies  offered 
**  to  (land  a-head  of  me,  at  that  very  inftant,  and  there- 
«  by  would  have  left  me,  as  they  had  both  the  6rft 
**  two  Dutch  (hips,  and,  afterwards,  the  Anfwer,  with 
"  the  reft  of  the  Flemings,  had  I  omitted  any  fmall 
**  time,  of  executing  the  advantage  I  had,  of  their 
**  being  on  my  broadfide,  which,  as  appears,  was  (b 
*^  effieduayy  employed,  (howfoever  the  night  wherein 
''  this  fervice  was  performed,  might  hinder  the  parti- 
**  cular  mention  of  their  hurts,)  as  none  can  deny, 
"  but  that  God  pleafed  thereby  only  to  work  their 
**  confufion.    For,  fince  that  time,  none  hath  faid, 
'*  or  can  fpeak  of  any  one  (hpt  made  towards  them  ; 
*'  yet  four  of  them  are  funky  and  wrecked,  the  fifth 
'*  paft  doing  the  enemy  fervice,  and  the  fixth  they 
**  are  forced  to  new-build  at  Dunkirk,  where,  (if  I  be 
"  not  much  deceived,)  (he  will  prove  more  charge- 
*'  able,  than  profitable,  if  the  default  reft  no^  io  our- 
«  felvcs." 

**  The  difagreement  between  the  Dutch  captains 
**  themfelves,  touching  the  ftemming,  and  Hnking  of 
**  the  gallies,  (whereof  one  challenged  before  your 
*'  lordfhip,  and  in  many  other  public  places,  to  have 
<*  ftemmed,  and  funk  two  himfelf,)  and  the  printed 
f*  pamphlet^  containing  the  ftemming,  and  finking  of 

S  J  « three 
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"  three  gallics,  gives  the  reputation  therepf  to  three 
•*  feveral  captains,  amongft  whom  no  mention  is  made 
*•  of  the  firft ;  and  whereas  there  are  but  two  in  all 
«*  funk,  I  leave  to  be  reconciled  amongft  themfelves, 
**  and  to  your  lordihip,  whether  that  the  fame  of  right 
**  appertaineth  not  to  her  majcfty's  (hip,  the  Hope,  in 
*'  refped  of  the  allegations  before  mentioned,  every 
*'  particular  whereof,  being  to  be  proved  by  the  oaths 
**  of  my  whole  company,  and  maintained  with  the  ha- 
**  zard  of  my  life,  with  that  which  followeth." 

*<  Firil,  as  the  (hooting  of  the  fingle  galley's  main- 
**  yard ;  my  bellowing  above  thirty  pieces  of  ord- 
"  nance,  upon  that  one  galley,  within  lefs  than  cali" 
«•  ver-Oiot." 

**  Secondly,  that  Ihey  in  the  galley  made  many  la- 
"  mentable  outcries,  for  my  receiving  them  to  mer<* 
•'cy." 

"  Thirdly,  that  I  would  accordingly  have  received 

**  them,  but  for  giving  them  over,  to  encounter  with 

'.*  the  other  five  gallies,  which  elfe  h^d  left  me  to  a 
f*  (iern-chace.^ 

**  To  thefe  reafons,  I  add  the  afTertion  of  the  vice- 
f  admiral  himfelf,  who  told  ine  (whatfoever  he  fpak^ 
^'  in  other  places,)  that  one  of  the  gallies,  which  he 
**  ftemmed,  had  her  main-ya^d  (hot  afuniJer,  befprc 
*^  his  coming  on  board  of  h^r ;  by  whomfoever  (he  was 
"  then  ftemmed,  your  lorcKhip  may  judge  ivho  ruined 
"  her,  confidering  (he  made  no  refiftance  by  his  own 
**  report,  but  by  crying  to  him  for  mercy." 

"  Touching  the  other  galley  ftemmed,  and  funk,  I 
<*  have  already  proved  how  (he  (as  all  the  reft)  had  got 
**  a-head  of  the  Anfwcr,  of  the  queen's,  not  named, 
**  and  the  reft  of  the  States  men  of  war  with  her,  who 
**  challenge  the  whole  credit  of  this  fervice.  They 
•*  (as  all  other  feamen,)  cannot  deny  but  that  the 

gal. 


<( 


SIR   ROBERT   MANSE L.      279 

'*  gallies  will  outfail  all  fliips,  in  fuch  a  loome  gale 
**  of  wind,  and  fmooth  Tea,  as  we  had  that  night." 

**  The  gallies  then  being  quicker  of  fail  than  they, 
'*  how  could  they,  by  any  means  poflible,  fetch  them 
*'  up,  but  by  fome  impediment  ?  Impediment  they  re- 
"  ceived  none,  but  by  my  ordnance,  which  amounted 
*'  to  fifty  great  (hot  at  thofe  five  which  came  laft  from 
**  the  fliore,  when  all  the  (hips  were  above  a  mile 
"  aftern.»» 

^*  Some,   notwithftanding,    out  of  their  detrading 
'*  difpofitions,  may,  perchance,  fay  that  the  two  which 
**  were  wrecked  at  Nieuport,  would  have  periflied  by 
''  ilorm,    ^dthough  they    had    not    been    battered : 
"  whereto,  although  I  have  rpeedi|y  anfwered,  firft,  in 
*'  (hewing  that  they  might  have  recovered  any  of  the 
*'  places  thereabouts,  before  eight  o'clock  that  night, 
*'  but  for  me,  and  then  the  fecond  time,  before  the 
^'  morning,  had  they  not  been  encountered  by  me 
**  alone,  at  the  South  Sand-Head ;  yet  for  further  proof 
"  that  they  mifcarried  by  our  battery  only,  I  fay,  that 
*'  if  one  of  the  gallies  which  received  lead  damage  by 
'*  our  ordnance,  did  outlive  Friday's  ftorm,  continu- 
"  ing  until  Saturday  noon,  being  driven  amongft  the 
**  iflands  of  Zealand,  to  recover  Calais,  then  furely  thole 
*'  two  (unlefs  they  had  been  ex,ceedingly  torn,)  would 
**  have  made  (hift  to  have  recovered  the  ports  of  Nieu- 
**  port.  Graveling,  or  Dunkirk  ;  efpecialiy  fince  from 
*'  the  place  where  I  battered  them^  they  might  have 
*^  been  at  the  remoteft  of  thofe  places,  about  four 
'*  hours  before  any  ftorm  began.    But  fuch  Teemed 
**  their  hafte  to  fave  their  lives,  as  their  thought  ran 
<*  of  a  fhore,  and  not  of  a  harbour.*' 

"  Now,  that  I  have  delivered  unto  your  lordftiip 
<*  the  whple,  and  true  difcourfe  of  this  buHnefs,  I  fliall 
^'  forbear  to  tronble  your  patience  with  any  farther 


S4 


«( 


re- 


W 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


^  .^. 


^ 


1.0 


1.1 


I 


25 
2.2 


£    |£0     12.0 


L25  i  1.4 


IJi& 

1^ 


1 

w 

•'I 

HiotogFaphic 

Sdenoes 

Carporalion 


^ 


-5^ 


\ 


\ 


'^"^v:^ 


23  WIST  MAIN  STRin 

WltSTn,N.Y.  14SM 

(71«)t73-4S03 


4R> 


,:A 


A 


280  MEMOIRS     OP 

*^  relation  of  th^t  night,  and  next  day*s  fpending  my 
f  time  (although  the  fame,  in  her  chace,  had  like  to 
'*  have  coft  her  majefty  her  fhip,  and  the  lives  of  as 
"  many  as  were  in  her,)  and  conclude  with  the  admi* 
"  ration  of  their  not  holding  her  majefty's  (hip,  nor  I, 
**  (her  unworthieft  fervant,)  and  then,  and  yet,  by  her 
*?  highneffes  grace,    and  your  lord(hip*s   favour,  ad- 
"  miral  of  the  forces  in  that  place,  am  not  once  men- 
"  tioned,  cfpecially  fince  the  fix  gallies  might  fafely 
"  have  arrived,  before  feven  o'clock,  that  night,  at 
**  any  of  the  ports  of  Flanders,  to  the  Weftward  of 
?*  Oftend.  And  that  the  Dutch  fhips  had  not  come  from 
"  an  anchor  in  the  Downs,  but  for  the  figns  (Signals,) 
f*  they  received  from  me.     Then,  that  the  fbrce  of 
f *  her  majefty's  Ihip,  wherein  I  was,  cinforced  them  to 
"  keep  clofe  aboard  the  Englilh  fhore,  whereby  thofe 
f '  (hips  in  the  Downs,  had  power  given  them  to  come 
_**  to  fight,  which  fight  was  begun  by  the  Anfwer,  be- 
**  longing  to  the  Queen." 

**  And,  laftly,  fince  the  gallies  efc^ped  their  battery, 
^*  and  had  gotten  a-head  of  thofe  (hips  above  a  niile  at 
f<  leaft,  and  never  received  any  impediment  after,  but 
*•  only  by  me,  who  lingered  them  (as  you  have  heard,) 
f*  until  the  coming  up  of  thofe  (hips  that  challenge  to 
**  (lem  them  ;  which  being  granted,  I  cannot  fee  how 
**  any  other  credit  can  be  rightly  given  them  (for  that 
?'  (lem,  I  mean,)  than  to  a  lackey  for  pillaging  ^f 
*'  that  dead  body  which  his  mafter  had  (lain." 

Mr.  Campbell  advances  three  motives  for  the  pro- 
priety of  inferting  this  long  relation.  Firft.  becau(e 
the  paper  is  very  curious  in  itfelf,  and  well  drawn  (^). 

Next, 

(*)  We  cannot  implicitly  aflfent  to  one  part  of  this  a(rer- 
tion.  The  language  is  obfcure  almpit  throughout  the 
whole  quotation,  and,  in  feme  places,  the  reader  maybe 
on  the  point  of  thinking  it  unintelligible. 


il 
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Next  becaufe  it  refleds  honour  on  the  memory  of 
Sir  Robert  Manfel ;  and,  particularly  deferves  a  place 
within  a  naval  work.  Laftly,  as  it  fhews  the  cor- 
rednefs  of  thofe  times,  when  every  important  cir- 
cumftance  was  examined,  and  fitted  io  the  bottom  }  a 
proceeding  which  rendered  officers  fo  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  their  chara£ters,  that  they  were  always  ready  to 
publifli  a  ftrid  relation  of  their  condud,  in  that  ex- 
plicit manner  which  filenced  calumny,  and  took  away 
the  neceifity  of  inquiry. 

When  James,  the   firft,  fucceeded  to  the  throne^ 
Sir  Robert  Manfel,  retained  his  pod  of  vice-admiral, 
to  which  he  had  been  advanced  through  the  interefl  of 
the  earl  of  Nottingham.    To  this  illudrious  patron,  he 
firmly,  and  gratefully  adhered,  when  the  enemies  of 
the  former  had  prevailed  on  his  fovereign  to  ilTue  a 
commiffion,  equally  detrimental  to  his  reputation,  and 
authority,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcovering,  and  corred- 
ing  abufes  in  the  department  of  the  marine.    From 
this  invidious  mode  of  inquiry,   Manfel  advifed  the 
earl  of  Nottingham  to  diflent,and  thus,  incurring  the  in- 
dignation of  the  court,  was  committed  prifoner  to  the 
Marfhalfea,  where  he  remained  during  the  fpace  of 
fome  months  (/).    It  mud,  however,  beconfelTed  that 
the  commiffion    was   followed    by    falutary  confe- 
quences,  and  that  the  detedion,  and  amendment  of 
numerous  abufes,  proved  the  qneans  of  faving,  foon  af- 
terwards, to  the  crown,  the  annual  fiim  of  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds  {g).    It  was,  on  this  occafion,  that 

Sir 

(/)  A.  D.  i6i 3. —Win wood's  memorials,  V.  3.  p.  460. 
i—Campbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  f>.  159. 

(^)  This  circumftance  is  affirmed  (as  a  faft,)  by  James, 
in  his  fpeech,  addrefled  to  the  parliament,  in  the  year,  one 
ihoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty.  (See  Frankland's  Annals, 

%  P49) 


2St 


MEMOIRS     OF 


Sir  vRobert  advifed  the  lord  high-adniiral  to  rcfign 
iiis  office,  perceiving,  that,  as  his  abilities  were  en- 
feebled, a  longer  continuance  in  it  might  become  more, 
and  rnore  detrimental  to  the  public,  and  to  himfelf. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  navy  from  receiving  any 
prejudice  by  the  refignation  pf  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, Sir  Robert  Maqfel  advifed  the  duke  of  Buckingr 
hani  to  obtain  the  pod  ;  and- when  this  afpiring  fa- 
vourite pleaded  his  youth,  and  inexperience,  replied 
that,  in  times  of  peace,  the  beft  fervice  which  could 
be  performed  was  an  afilduous  attention  to  the  repairs 
of  the  navy  ;  that,  at  the  firft  entrance  into  office  it 
might  be  filfficient  to  rebuild  the  neceflfary  Ihips,  and 
correfi:  abufes;  and  that  habit  would,  at  length,  ren- 
der him  fo  intimately  converfant  with  the  bufinefs  of  his 
department  as  to  perform  his  duty,  whenfoever  he 
might  be  called,  by  future  wars,  to  adion.    When  the 
fduke  fucceeded  Nottingham,  he  prefented  his  countefs 
with  three  thoufand  pounds ;  and  her  huHsand  obtained 
a  penfipn,  amounting  to  one  thoufand  pounds.     In 
cpnfequence  of  this  tranfa£tipn  (^),  Sir  Robert  Man- 

fti-  ■ 

p.  49.)    The  king  rieward.ed  the  feyeral  coipmiflloner;  vrith 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  for  the  fervices  rendered,  at  - 
this  juncture,  to  the  nation,  and  for  the  great  pains  which  .; 
they  had  taken.     The  names  of  thefe  gentlemen  were  For- 
tcfcue,  Oiborn,  Gaughton,  Sutton,  and  Pitts,-Tr(See  Cam- 
den's annals  of  the  reign  of  James,  the  firft,  under  the 
J 'ear,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  nineteen) -7  Sir  Wil- 
iam  Monfon,  who  devifed  the  meafure,  was  feverely,  and 
unjuftly  cenfured  by  feveral  of  his  contemporaries.    A  fiimi- 
lar  commifiion,  which  demonftrates  the  zeal  of  the  fove-: 
reign  for  the  profperity  of  the  marine,  was  directed  in  the    . 
fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles,  the  .firft,  to  James,  earl 
of  Marfl^orough ;  George,  duke  of  Buckingham  ;  Robert, 
earl  of  Lindfay,  and  other  lords.— >Rymer's  Foedera,  V. 
18.  p.  758.— ^Campbell's  Lives  pf  the  Admirals,  V.  2. 
p.  160.  ^      '    '0 

(/t)  A.  p.  i6i6. 
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fel  was  appointjed,  through  the  interefl  of  Buckingham, 
vice-admiral,  for  hfe. 

Yielding  to  the  fagacious  counfels  of  this  experi- 
enced officer,  the  duke  prevailed  on  James  to  in  veil 
perfons  of  approved  abilities  in  the  maritime  depart? 
menty  with  a  commifliot)  for  the  manageipent  of  the 
navy.  It  is  reafonable  to  infer  that,  during  the  fub* 
fequent  confufion  in  every  branch  of  government, 
this  meafure  alone  prevented  the  ruin  of  the  fleet. 
Even  during-  the  impeachment  of  Buckingham,  it  be- 
came thjS  ie^ft  exceptionable  article  pf  his  derence(/). 

In  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  twenty. 
Sir  Robert  Manfel  commanded  the  flee^  equipped,  for 
the  redudion  of  ^he  pirates  of  Algiers.  As  this  enter- 
prize  hath  been  already  nientipned  {k),  let  it  be  deemed 
fufficient  to  reniark  that  a  naval  writer  (/)  imagines 
that  the  admiral  was  more  unfortunate,  than  criminal. 
|t  is  admitted  that  he  advifed  the  fneafure  from  a  gene- 
rous, and  public  fpirited  motive  ;  the  dedre  of  ex- 
alting the  navaj  reputation  of  the  Englifli,  and  of  de- 
iivering  their  commence  from  the  injuries  to  which  it 
had  ^een  e^pofed  by  the  depredations  of  thefe  lawlels 
rovers  ;  yet  we  learn  that  he  was  fent  abroad  with  fo 
limited  a  conimiflion,  and  attended  by  fuch  inexpe- 
rienced officers,  (advanced,  imprudently,  through  the 
intereft  of  courtiers,)  that  his  deiigns,  although  faga- 
^ioufly  concerted,  were  marred  by  their  mifcondud. 

That 


'     (1)  Frankland's  Annals,  p.  1 88.— -Campbeirs  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  161. 

(k)  See  from  the  commencement  to  the  thirteenth  page 
of  the  fourth  volume  of  this  work. — And  alfo  an  account 
of  this  expedition,  printed  by  authority.  1621.  Quarto. 
— Ruihworth's  Colleftions,  V.  i .  p.  34. — Frankland's  An- 
nals, p.  55. — Campbell's  Lives  of  -the  Admirals,  V.  z. 
p.  161. 
'  (0  Mr.  Campbell. 
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Tbat  he  employed  all  means,  within  his  power,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  accomplifhment  of  the  enterprize,  hath 
been  affirmed  by  a  multitude  of  hifliorians  who  were^ 
at  once,  his  contemporaries,  and  his  admirers. 

This  unfortunate  event,  added  to  the  unmerited  in- 
difference of  Buckingham,  gave  rife  to  that  negled 
which  he  experienced  during  the  reign  of  Charles,  to 
whom  it  hath  been  imputed,  as  a  dangerous  error,  that 
Ite  did  not  once  avail  himfelf  of  the  naval  fervices  of 
Sir  Robert  Manfel  (m).  This  accomplifhed  feaman 
contintied,  notwithftanding,  in  the  poft  of  vice-admiral. 
He  died,  without  iflue,  foon  after  the  comqiencement 
of  the  civil  wars  («)  (o).  ^ 

(m)  Kennet,  V,  3,  p.  13.— ^— L'Eftrange's  Hiftory  of 
Charles  the  firft>  p>  17. "— Ruihworth's  CoTleftions,  V.  i. 
p.  195. 

(n)  En^liih  Baronetage,  V.  i.  p.  489. — Mr.  CampbeU 
remains,  m  a  note,  that  the  knowledge  of  Sir  Robert  Man- 
fel mmft  have  been  very  extendve,  and  the  reputation  of  his 
condafi,  and  intrepidity  firmly  eftabiiihed,  as  we  find  him, 
in  the  year,  one  tnouiand,  fix  hundred,  and  forty-two,  re- 
comn^ended)  by  Sir  John  Pennington,  to  the  king,  as  the 
propereft  perfon  to  feize  the  fleet  for  the  royal  fervice  ;  his 
•vtQoritft  >s  vice-admiral  of  England,  added  tq  the  re- 
ffc€t  paid  him  by  the  Teamen,  toeing,  as  was  fuggefted,  likely 
to  meet  with  little  refinance  from  the  power  of  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  who  had  found  means,  in  the  preceding  year,  to 
Inring  the  navy  under  the  dominion  of  the  parliament  {  but 
Charles  was  apprehenfive  left  the  advanced  age,  and  infir- 
Mnities  of  Manlel,  might,  notwithftanding  that  his  courage, 
and  integrity  were  unqueftionable,  render  the  attempt  ha- 
zardous. At  this  period,  Sir  Robert  refided  at  Greenwich. 
—Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  2.  p.  675. 

(0)  As  moft  of  the  naval  tranfa£tions  in  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam Monfon  was  engaged  have  been  ctrcumftantiaijy  related, 
we  (hall  not  introduce  his  memoirs  in  a  work,  where  much 
important  matter  muft  be  con(ined  to  very  narrow  limits. 
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Naval,   Commercial,    and    Miscellaneous 
XRANaACTiONS,  during  the  Civil  Wars. 


«^^«-.-.r.i.I'f  t-.r^      «K  f  < 


WHEN  the  difputes  between  the  king  and 
parliament,  had  been  carried  to  fuch  vie* 
lent  extremes  that  they  prepared  for  war,  the  pof- 
feilion  of  the  fleet  became  the  firft  objed  of  their 
iattention,  from  a  conrcioufnefs  that  the  party  under 
which  it  feryed  would  be  confidered,  by  foreign 
princes,  as  xh^  fbvereign  power  (<i).  At  this  period, 
the  earl  of  Northumberland  was  lord  high-admiral ; 
and  the  poft  had  been  conferred  on  him  by  Charles,  to 
indulge  the  wifhes  of  the  commons,  who  had  declared 

him 

(tf)  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  217. — Clarendon's 
Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V,  2.  p.  477.— Coke's  Deteftion^ 
p.  152.— May's  Hiftory  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  Book 
2.  p.  49.— Sir  William  Dugdale's  fhort  view  of  the  late 
troubles  of  England,  p.  91  • 
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him  worthy  of  their  confidence ;  a  circumftancey 
which  probably,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  grant 
of  the  commiirion  during  pleafure  only,  ahhough  the 
reafon  given  for  this  limitation,  by  the  fovereign,  was 
a  defign  to  confer  the  office  on  his  Ton,  the  duke  of 
York,  fo  foon  as  he  fhould  become  of  age  {b).  Sir  Ro- 
bert Manfel,  an  officer  of  approved  loyalty,  valour, 
and  experience,  but  aged,  and  infirm,  was  vice-admi- 
ral of  England.  Sir  John  Pennington  filled  the  pofl 
of  vice-admiral  of  the  fleet,  then  at  anchor  in  the 
Downs,  and  Sir  John  Minnes  was  rear-admiral.  Thefe 
officers  were  well  affected  to  the  royal  caufe.  The 
parliament  had  formed  a  proje£^  for  difpofTeffing  the 
fovereign  of  his  navy,  and  even  carried  it  into  execu- 
tion, notwithfland^ng  that  Charles  had  won  the  appro- 
bation of  the  feamen,  whofe  wages  he  confiderably 
raifed,  and  for  whom  he  expreffed,  on  all  occafions,  a 
particular  efleem  (r).  As  this  extraordinary  meafure 
was  attended  by  confequences  the  mofl  important,  and 
ferviceable  to  the  interefls  of  the  parliament,  we  (haU 
prefent  the  reader  with  a  brief,  and  impartial  accoui^l: 
of  the  fleps  which  led  to  its  accomplifhment. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year,  one  thoufand^  fix  hun- 
dred, and  forty-one,  the  parliament  defired,  or,  in  ef- 
fect, direSed  the  earl  of  Northumberland  to  provide  a 
formidable  fleet,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  nation,  by 
Tea,  and  appropriatied  an  ample  fund  for  this  fervice. 
They,  next,  requefled  that  he  would  appoint  the  earl 
of  Warwick,  admiral  of  this  armament,  on  account 

■    -'.     /.•  -  ■    -bf 

(h)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  2.  p.  480. 
V.  5.  p.  136. — Lord  Strafford's  Letters,  V.  i.  p.  54.  67. 

(f)  May's  Hiftory  of  the  Parliamient  of  England,  Book  2. 
p.  49.  53-  91.— Coke's  Deteftion,  p.  152. — Kennet,  V.  3. 

EI  25.— Clarendon,  V.  2.  p.  478.  674.  680.— Caropbelf's 
ive»of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  172.  • 
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of  his  own  indifpofitlon,  which  rendered  it  impoflible 
for  him  to  command  in  perfon  (</)•  This  proceeding 
was  refented  by  Charles,  who  infifted  that  Sir  John  Pen- 
nington fhould  not  relinqutih  his  command ;  but  Nor- 
thumberland paid  fuch  refpe^  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  parliament,  that,  availing  himfelf  of  the  power 
derived  to  him  from  his  commifllpn,  he  ordered  the 
fleet  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and 
formally  raifed  him  to  the  command  of  it.  Succefsful 
in  this  important  point,  the  parliament  exprefled  an 
inclination  to  difplace  Sir  John  Pennington,  and  give 
the  pod  of  vice-admiral  to  captain  Cartwright,  the 
comptroller  of  the  navy.  This  officer  refufed  to  un- 
dertake the  fervice,  until  he  had  obtained  the  permif- 
fion  of  the  king,  who,  being  applied  to,  commanded 
him  to  decline  it.  On  this  occafion,  the  parliament 
immediately  conferred  the  office  of  vice-admiral  on 
Batten,  ii  violent  oppofer  of  the  royal  caufe.  Thus, 
in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  Hx  hundred, 
and  forty-two,  was  the  navy  transferred  from  the  fo- 
vereign  to  the  parliament ;  yet  Charles  concluded  that 
he  could  recover  it,  at  any  time ;  an  infatuation 
which  may  account  for  his  fuffering  Northumberland 
to  remain  in  office,  until,  being  more  ahrmed^  he 
yielded  to  the  necelfity  of  difpkcing  him  {e). 

M  this  period,  the  Providence,  the  fole  veflel  in  the 
polFeilion  of  Charles,  was  difpatched,  by  the  queen, 

'  (J)  Whitlodce's  Memorials,  p.  57.— Sir  William  Dug- 
dale's  Aiort  view  of  the  late  troubles  of  England,  p.  91.-^ 
May's  Hiftory  of  the  Parliament^  Book  2.  p.  49.--Claren- 
don's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  2.  p.  442.  478.— Camp- 
bell's Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  171,  172. 

(e)  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  218. ^Heath's 

Chronicle,  p.  31.— Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebel  lion » 
V.  2.  p.  480.  482. — Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
V.  2.  p.  171,  lyz.r-l  •   •     .'i*'^-*>^  r-.t.u 
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from  Holland,  with  fupplies.  Arriving  in  the  Downs^ 
fhe  came  in  fight  of  the  fleet,  a  fliip  from  which  chaced 
her  into  the  Humber,  and  there  forced  the  captain  to 
'run  her  afhore.  Inflamed  with  indignation  at  this  ex- 
traordinary violence,  the  king  refolved  on  an  attempt 
to  feize  the  navy,  and  fuccefs  would,  probably,  have 
been  the  confequence,  if  the  execution  of  the  defign 
had  proved  equal  to  the  contrivance ;  but,  through 
the  mircondud  of  Sir  John  Pennington,  it  mifcarried, 
and  ferved  only  to  defeat  the  hopes  which  Charles  had 
formed  of  embracing  a  more  favourable  occadon  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  views.  Warwick  now 
availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  for  which  he  long 
had  wifhed,  and  difmifled  from  the  naval  fervice  all 
perfons  who  had  difcovered  the  lead  attachment  to  the 
Royalifts^.  \     IfV  ^^T;^     V;^^ 

The  parliament,  as  they  had  manifefted  great  care,and 
induftry,  in  eftablifliing  the  fecurity,  fo  they  (hewed  not 
lefswifdom  in  the  management  of  the  fleet,  which  was 
always  preferved  in  good  order,  whilfl  the  Teamen  were 
liberally,  and  regularly  paid.  In ,  the  year,  one  thou- 
fand,  fix  hundred,  and  forty-three,  vice-admiral  Bat- 
ten, having  received  intelligence  that  the  queen  intended 
to  fail  from  Holland,  to  the  North  of  England,  in  a 
Dutch  man  of  war,  endeavoured,  notwithftanding  that 
the  States  were  at  peace  with  Great  Britain,  to  intercept 
her  on-  the  pafTage.  In  this  attempt  he  failed,  but 
chaced  the  (hip  into  Burlington  Bay,  and,  having 
difcovered  that  the  queen  was  landed,  and  lodged 
in  a  houfe,  upon  the  key,  he  (Kfcharged  his  ord- 
nance againft  it,  in  fo  unerring  a  direftioh,  that 
feveral  of  the  fhot  pafled  through  her  chamber,  and 

(he 
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(f)  May's  Hiftory  of  the  Parliament,  Book  2.  p.  94, 95> 
—Clarendon,  V.  2.  p.  673.— Whitelocke,  p.  60.-— Camp- 
bell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  172. 
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(be  was  obliged,  although  much  indifpored,  to  retire, 
for  fafety,  into  the  open  fields  {g) .  This  fervice,  which 
was  performed  in  the  month  of  February,  proved  ez« 
tremely  grateful  to  the  parliament,  becaufe  it  difcovered 
with  what  zeal  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  at  leaft,  en- 
deavoured  to  promote  their  interefts. 

It  was  recommended  to  the  king,  by  thofe  who 
were  extremely  anxious  for  the  profperity  of  his  af-* 
fairs,  during  the  time  when  the  treaty  for  peace 
was  in  agitation  at  Oxford,  in  April,  of  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  forty-three,  to  feize 
the  opportunity  which  then  prefented  itfelf,  of  attach- 
ing the  earl  of  Northumberland  to  hn  fervice,  from  » 
perfuafion  that  the  meafure  might  be  attended  with 
the  happied  confequences  in  favour  of  the  royal 
cauff .  It  is  obferved  by  Clarendon,  that  Mr.  Pier- 
point,  who  was  endued  with  the  moft  folid  uhderftand- 
ing,  rather  defired  than  propofed  the  meafure ;  and 
that  the  earl  himfelf  had  protefted,  in  confidence  to 
fecretary  Nicholas,  that  he  wiihed  only  to  receive  (b 
great  an  inftance  of  the  &vour  of  his  fovereign,  that 
he  might  be  the  more  enabled  to  re-deliver,  into  his 
hands,  the  fleet  which  the  parliament  had  found  means 
to  take  pofleflion  of,  and  which  he  doubted  would  hard« 
ly  be  feized  firom  them,  at  leaft  fo  foon,  by  any  other 
expedient  whatfoever.  A  multitude  of  untoward  cir- 
cumftances  prevented  Charles  from  acceding  to  the  pro- 
pofition.  He  was  exceedingly  offended  at  the  former 
carriage  of  Northuniberland ;  he  could  not  entertain  a 
favourable  opinion  of  his  power,  ^en  amidd  his  own 
party,  when  he  recoUeded  that  he  had  not  fufficient 

Vot.  IV.  T  ImtiKdk 

(g)  CiarendonV  Hiftorj,  V.  3.  p.  1^3.— Heath's  Chro* 
nicle,  p.  4».-^Davies's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  $<.-• 
Rufliworth,  A.  D.  1643.  p.  156.— CaaipbeU's  Lift*  ot  the 
Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  173. 
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intereft  to  procure  an  enlargement  of  the  time  ftipu'* 
lated  for  the  treaty  ;  and  he  apprehended  that  he 
might  fuflfer,  in  his  honour,  by  fuch  a  concefllon  to 
a  perfon  who  had  fo  unworthily  requited  the  many 
graces  which  he  had  hitherto  beAowed  on  him.  Ano- 
ther, and  (lill  (Ironger  motive  for  his  rejeding  this 
propofal,  was  the  promife  which  he  hsid  given  to  the 
queen,  at  her  departure  for  Holland,  to  receive  no 
perfon  into  favour,  or  truft,  who  had  difobliged 
him,  without  her  privity  ;  and  although  that  princefs 
landed  in  England  about  the  time  when  the  treaty 
began,  or  rather  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  February, 
which  preceded  it,  yet  fhe  did  not  arrive  at  Oxford, 
until  the  thirteenth  of  the  following  month  of  July, 
the  day  on  which  the  parliament  received  that  memo- 
rable defeat,  in  the  Adion  at  Round-way  Down  ;  and 
for  want  of  her  prefence,  this  overture,  that  might 
have  proved  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  caufe  of 
Charles,  was  unhappily  reje£ted  {A), 

In  September,  of  the  fame  year,  the  parliament 
commanded  the  earl  of  Warwick  to  attempt  the  re- 
lief of  Exeter,  a  fervice  which  he  performed  with 
great  zeal,  but  with  indifferent  fuccefs.  Sailing  up 
the  river,  which  runs  by  the  walls  of  the  town,  in 
hopes  of  conveying  fuccours  into  the  place,  he  found 
fdme  works  thrown  up  near  the  fhore,  which  prevent- 
ed him  from  annoying  the  befiegers  fo  much  as  he 
expeded.  Still  defirous  of  engaging  in  fome  adtion 
of  importance,  he  remained  on  this  ftation,  until  the 
tide  fell,  when  he  was  forced  to  depart,  leaving  be- 
hind 

:  (A)  Life  of  Edward,  earl  of  Clarendon,  V.  i.  p.  150, 
i([i,  152,  153,  154.  155,  156,  15^7,158. — Clarendon's 
Hiftcryof  the  Rebellion,  V.  3.  p.  225,  226,  290,  291.—— 
Ruihworth's  ColleClions.  A.  D.  1643,  p.  275. — Heath's 
Chronicle,  p.  46,  47..<— Campbell's  Lives  of  tne  Admirals, 
V.  2.  p.  170.  , 
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hind  three  of  his  (hips,  one  of  which  was  burnt ; 
but  the  remaining  two  were  taken  by  the  royalids  (1). 
On  the  coad  of  Devonfliiie,  his  fervices  were  more 
important.  There,  he  not  only  fecured  Plymouth,  and 
other  places,  but  had  the  addrefs,  during  the  whole 
time  that  he  commanded,  to  keep  the  fleet  firm  in 
the  interefls  of  the  parliament  {k). 

Whilft  the  Presbyterians  retained  the  afcendant, 
the  concerns  of  the  navy  were  on  a  profptrous  efta- 
blifliment.  To  this  party,  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and 
all  his  officers  proved  intirely  devoted.  Every  fum- 
mer,  a  powerful  fquadron  was  equipped  to  ferve,  as 
occafion  might  require,  and  thus,  the  commerce  of 
the  nation  became  confiderably  proteded  (/).  But, 
in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  forty- 
eight,  and  whilft  the  power  of  the  independents  was  the 
snoft  prevailing,  the  diredion  of  affairs  became  turned 
into  a  different  channel,  and  it  was  refolved  to  remove 
the  earl  of  Warwick  from  his  command,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fervices  which  he  had  performed,  and  to 
beftow  the  poft  of  admiral  on  Colonel  Rainfborough  (m). 

T  a  This 

(i)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  3.  p.  336.— 
Davies's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  94.— May  s  Hiftory    ■ 
of  the  Parliament,  Book  3.  p.  58,  59. — Whitlocke,p.  72.— 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  176. 

(k)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion^  V.  3.  p.  281. 
336.— Ruihworth's  Colledions — Whitlocke.  —  Campbell's 
Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  1 76. 

(/)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  132.— 
Rufhworth's  Collections.— Whitlocke.— Heath.—Hiftory  of 
Independency,  p.  i,  2.— Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs. 
—Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admiral,  V.  z.  p.  177.    ■ 

(m)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  .of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  122. 
132.— Ruftiworth's- Coll  edlions,  A.  D.  1648..  p.  822.— 
Ludlow's  Memoirs,  V.  i.  p.  236.— Heath's  Chronicle,  ^p. 
175. — Sir  Thomas  Herbert's  Memoirs  of  the  two  kft  years 
of  the  Reign  of  Charles,  the  firft,  p.  53.— Manley's  Hiftory 
of  the  Rebellion,  p.  182. — Campbell' Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
V.  2.  p.  177. 
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This  officer,  who  had  been  bred  a  feamaity  and  was 
the  fon  of  a  commander  of  diilindion,  quitted  the 
regiment  of  foot  in  which  he  then  ferved,  with  the 
army  of  the  parliament.  When,  the  news  of  this 
promotion  in  the  navy  had  reached  the  Downs,  th« 
feamen  were  m  great  coRfufion.  The  earl  of  War* 
wick,  and  Batten,  his  vice-admiral,  inflamed  by  a 
fenfe  of  infult,  and  the  profpe€t  of  their  difmiffion, 
fought  rather  to  increafe  than  foften  the  general  dif* 
content.  When  Rainfborough,  and  his  officers  ap* 
pcared,  they  aiTilbd  in  the  feizure  of  their  perfoas, 
and,  having  driven  them  afliore,  did  not  openly  oppo& 
the  condud  of  the  feamen,  who  were  relblved  to  impart 
inunediately  for  MoUand,  in  order  to  take  on  board 
the  duke  of  York,  whom  they  ftiled  their  Admiral, 
becaufe  the  intention  of  the  kin^  to  advance  him  to 
that  command  was  not  unknown  (»). 

Although  Charles,  at  this  period,  was  a  prilbncr ; 
and,  notwithflanding  that  his  affairs  appeared  def* 
psrate,  yet  if  the  revolt  of  the  fleet  had  been<  properly 
condu^d,  tite  iffiie  might  have  proved  favourable  to 
his  caufe ;  yet  fuch  were  the  proceedings  of  the  fea- 
men, that  it  is  fcarcely  poiCble^^  to  fuppoie  how  few 
advantages  wiredrawn  from  an* event  fopromiilng  in 
its  nature.  It  muft  be  confefled  that  the  par^ament^ 
upon  the  firft  intimation  of  the  growing  dilTaffed^ion 
amongft  the  failors  had  dire^ed  that  half  of  the  ufUal 
provifions  fliould  be  put  on  board  the  fleet.    Yet  it 

will 


(n)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  t^, 
137.— Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  309.—- Dr.  Bates^  Elen- 
cat  Motuum,  p.  100. — Kufhworth,  p.  1131. — Sir  Philip 
Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  316 — Sir  William  Uugdale's  Hit* 
tory  of  the  late  troubles  of  Enjgland^  p.  283.— Davies'r 
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wiH  appear  that  this  want  might  eadly  have  been  re- 
ffiedied,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  county  of  Kent 
was  in  arms  for  Charles,  and  that  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants had  repaired  to  the  ihips,  with  a  determin- 
ation to  ad  in  his  defence  (0).  Yet,  as  the  fpirit  of 
refiftahce  to  the  authority  of  parliament,  originated 
ibiely  from  the  feamen,  few  officers  Teemed  delirous 
df  adhering  to  their  party,  when  they  declared  for 
Charles.  In  want  of  chiefs,  and  not  inclinod  to  teek 
advice  from  men  who  were  not  ufed  to  naval  ferVice, 
they  loft  the  time  in  fruitlefs  deliberations  concern- 
ing the  meafures  to  be  purfued,  and,  thus,  imprudent- 
ly«  gave  the  parliament  an  opportunity  of  recovering 
from  the  fright  into  which  this  unexpeded  event  had 
thrown  them.  The  firft  refolution  of  the  commons 
was  that  the  earl  of  Warwick  fhovid  be  immediately 
reftored  to  his  title,  and  command,  and  he,  accord- 
ingly, received  orders  to  draw  together  a  fleet, 
without  the  leaft  delay  (p). 

This  revolted  arrtiament  (if,  properly,  it  may  be 
j(b  tailed,)  which,  at  length,  failed  for  dlais,  con- 
fided of  feventeen  powerful  veflels,  ,to  oppofe  which 
the  parliament  had  not  a  fufficient  force  (^).    The  fea- 

T  3  men 

(d)  Clareffdofi's  HJftcfry  df  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  136. — 
Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  176 — Davies's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil 
Wars  in  Eng^kndy  p.  231. --Coke's  DeteAioA.  p.  i85.*— 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p^iyB. 

(/)  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  V.  i.  p.  237. — I)ugdale's  fliort 
view  of  the  Troubles  of  England,  p.  284.— •Ruihworth's 
Collections,  A.  D.  1648.  p.  11 31. — ^Whitlocke,  p.  308.— 
Life  of  DoAor  John  Barwick,  p.  102.— Bates's  £lencus 
Mottium,  p.  102.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a. 
p.  178. 

(f) Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  ^ .  p.  1 37, 1 38. 
—Heath's  Chronicle.—- Whitlocke'S  Memorials. — Davies's 
Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  231  .—Campbell's  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  178. 
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men  left  a  (hip  riding  before  the  harbour  of  this  place, 
for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  on  board  the  prince  of 
Wales,  and  then  departed  for  Holland.  S6on  after- 
ivards,  the  prince,  and  his  brother,  the  duke  of 
York,  repaired  to  the  ihip,  attended  by  feveral  per- 
fons  of  quality,  their  companions  in  exile.  Inftead 
of  deliberating  concerning  the  feryice  in  which  the 
fleet  might  moil  prudently  be  employed,  the  perfons 
afpiring  to  their  chief  command  were  bufled  in  in- 
trigues, and  the  contending  parties  fo  infatuated  the 
feamen,  that  the  fpirit  of  loyalty,  by  which  they 
were  at  firft  induced  to  embrace  this  extraordinary 
meafure,  became  intirely  extinguifhed  (r). 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difputes,  admiral  Batten  ar- 
rived, with  the  Cpnftant  Warwick,  one  of  the  bieft 
(hips  in  the  navy  of  the  parliament,  and  feveral  of- 
ficers of  note.  On  this  occafion,  the  prince  of  Wales 
conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  Batten,  and 
appointed  him  rear-admiral,  his  brother,  the  duke 
of  York,  having  before  advanced  the  lord  Willoughby, 
of  Parham,  who  was  alfo  a  new  convert  from  the  par- 
liament, to  the  poft  of  vice-admiral  (/).  As  the 
fleet  now  amounted  to  about  twenty  fail,  it  was 
judged  proper  to  enter  upon  adion,  and  two  fchemes 
were  propofed.  The  firft  was  to  fail  to  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  and  to  refcue  the  king,  which  might,  moft 
probably,  have  been  effeded ;  the  other,  to  enter  the 
river  Thames,  in  order  to  awe  the  city  of  London,  by 
interrupting  their  commerce,  and  to  enfeeble  the  par- 
liament 

(r)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V,  5.  p,  138, 
1 39.  Echard — Rapin. — Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
V.  2.  p.  179. 

(*)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5,  p.  140. 

Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  176— Campbell's  Lives  ot  the  Ad- 
mirals, V.  2.  p.  179. 
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liament  by  obftnifting  their  fuppHes  of  fcamen  from  the 
outward-bound  Ihips.  This  meafure,  whether  deemed 
the  moft  practicable,  or  the  mod  profitable,  was  im- 
mediately carried  into  execution  </}. 

At  its  commencement,  the  fuccefs  of  this  enter- 
prize  proved  extremely  favourable,  and  the  fleet  un* 
der  the  prince,  took  numbers  of  rich  prizes,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  particularly  a  (hip,  bound  for 
Rotterdam,  laden  with  cloth,  and  valued  at  forty 
thoufand  pounds.  Soon  afterwards,  he  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  city,  which,  at  length,  ended  in  a 
compofition  for  the  prizes  (u).  Meanwhile  the  earl 
of  Warwick  had  fitted  out  a  formidable  fleet,  at 
Portfmouth,  with  which  he  failed  into  the  Downs,  and 
ciafl;  anchor  in  fight  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  Great, 
but  ineffectual  endeavours  were  ufed  by  both  parties 
to  feduce  the  feamen  from  their  refpedive  fleets.  At 
one  period)  the  prince  had  refolved,  and  even  attempt- 
ed to  give  battle  to  the  enemy;  but  when  the  wind 
changed,  and  the  oflicers  reported  that  the  provifions 
fell  ihort,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  proceed  towards 
Holland,  where  the  fleet  arrived,  in  fafety ;  but  fo  di- 
vided in  opinion  were  the  commanders,  that  no  new 
courfe  could  be  refolved  on  (x).  The  earl  of  War- 
-V  T  4  wick. 


—Sir 


(t)  Clarendon's  hiftoiy  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  141. 

•Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  315. — Ludlow^  Me- 
moirs, V.  I.  p.  237.— Manley's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion, 
p.  182. — Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p,  180. 

(ti)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  1^6, 
157.— Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  327.— Heath's  Chronicle, 
p.  176.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  180. 

(x)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  159. 
— Ludlow's  Memoirs,  V.  i.  p.  241. — ^WhitUcke,  p.  327. 
Rufliworth's  CoUeftions,  A.  D.  1648.  p.  1251.  1254.—- 
Sir  Richard  Bulftrode's  Memoirs,  p.  171. — Manley's  hif- 
tory of  the  Rebellion,  p.  iSj."— Campbell's  Lives  of  the 
Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  180. 
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wkkj  who  had  forefeen  their  proceedings,  and  was 
fenfible  that  they  could  not  obtain  fupplica  of  moneyy 
Sufficient  for  the  payment  of  the  wages  due  to  the 
Tailors,  chafed  them  to  their  retreat,  and  fent  a  tnelTag^ 
to  the  States,  requiring  them  to  compel  certain  ^ips, 
which  had  revolted  from  the  parliament  of  ]^gland,  tp 
put  to  iea. 

At  fo  critical  a  jundure,  the  States  were  at  a  I06 
what  condu6:  to  purfue.  Unwilling  to  oflPegd  the  ad- 
miral in  the  fervice  of  the  parliament,  they  were  yet 
ieqfible  that  they  could  not,  without  incurring  the  feo 
vereft  cenfures,  permit  the  prince  of  Wales  to  be  in^ 
fulted,  not  only  near  their  coads,  bpt  even  withia 
their  harbours.  In  the  mean  time,  it  became  dilBcidl 
to  prevent  thofe  hofttlities  which  the  two  parttfi,  at 
once  excited  by  hatred,  and  by  neceflity,  were  eafcr 
%Q  coqimit,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  each,  elated  with 
the  hope  of  vidory,  concluded  that  feveral  of  the  ad* 
verie  ihips  would  at  length  defert,  and  engage  under 
the  fame  banner.  The  firft  meafure  reiolved  on  by 
the  States,  was  to  dired;  the  admiralty  of  Rotterdam 
to  equip,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  a  formidable 
naval  armament,  which,  falling  down  the  river, 
might  prevent  the  two  fleets  from  coming  to  an  cbv 
^agement.  At  the  fame  time,  they  ordered  four  de- 
puties to  wait  upon  the  admirals,  and,  in  their  name, 
deAre  that  no  violence  which  would  a£fe€^  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  republic,  might  be  committed  either 
on  the  Ihore,  or  within  fight  of  any  of  their  har- 
bours. 

On  this  occafion,  the  prince  of  Wales  appeared  the 
moil  fubmiflive,  becaufe  a  number  of  the  failors, 
who  had  been  badly  paid,  deferted,  and  even  feveral 
of  the  (hips,  and  officers,  formerly  in  the  fervice  of  the 
parliament,  had  now  returned  to  it.    His  whole  force 

confiftcd 
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eonfi(le4  only  of  fourteen  veflels,  all  poorly  equipped  ; 
und  with  thefe,  he  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Helvoety 
determined  rather  to  avoid,  than  offer  infults^j^). 

The  earl  of  Warwicfc  who,  at  this  jun^yre,  had 
haughtily  infifted  that  all  perions  ferving  on  board 
the  fleets  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  were.de* 
ferters,  and  ought  immediately  to  be  delivered  up» 
on  a  iudden,  relinquiihed  his  pretenfions,  and  perceiv-^ 
ingthat  no  effectual  fervice  could  be  accompUlhedlt 
flood  out  to  Tea,  and,  ihortiy  afterwards,  returned  to 
England,  when  the  royal  fleet  was  put  abfolutely  un* 
der  the  command  of  prince  Rupert,  who  determined 
to  render  the  war  piratical ;  and  thus,  this  extraordi- 
nary event,  which,  properly  managed,  might  hav« 
been  the  means  of  preferving  the  fovereign,  zod  the 


(y)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V^  j.  p.  197, 
•^Ludlow's  Memoirs,  V.   1.   p.  241,  a4Z. — Ruihwortbs 
ColleiStions^    A.  D.    1648.   p.  1268.    1274.  1278.  12^4. 
1^97*  (307'  i3i9.-'—Bafna?e.  Annalesdes  Provinces  Umes'. 
V.  I.  p.  139,  i40.f-<-At  this  period,  a  pamphlet  made  cts 
appearance,  at  London,  and  was^  undoubtedly,  written  with 
a  view  to  render  the  earl  of  Warwick  fufpefted  by  bis 
party.      It  was  intitled    **  A  declaration  of  the  earl  of 
**  Warwick,  whilft  that  nobleman  was  on  the  cOaft  of  Hot- 
**  land^  with  bis  fleet,  intimating  a  refolution  to  join  the 
'*  prince,  in  cafe  the  treaty  of  Newport,   in  the  iflc  oC 
"  Wight,  did  not  take  cfFeft,"    Warwick  was  fo  much  of- 
fended by  the  afperdons  which  it  contained,  that  he  op> 
PQ^ed  it  with  a  counter-declaration,  dated  firom  on  beard 
the  $aint  George,  in  Helvoet-Sluice,  and  on  the  eleventh 
of  November,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
f^ty-eight.   Herein,  he  teftifies  all  imaginable  obedience 
to  the  parliament,  his  abhorrence  of  fuch  a  conduct,  as  in- 
coniifteot  with  his  duty,  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
and  a  foleom  aflnirance  of  his  perlevering  to  the  laib,  in 
fupport  of  their  cauie.     This  declaration,  with  letters  t« 
the  fame  purport,  he  forthwith  tranfmitted  to  England.— 
Rufhworm,  p.  1326.—- Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals^ 
,  V.  a.  p.  181. 
U  ■  .-  -'     ■■■-.■>    '^■:  ".  ■  --      -.-  •^-  ■-'■:  -,'  ^  . 
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kingdom,  brought  no  advantage  to  the  former,  and 
proved  of  infinite  detriment  to  the  latter,  as  it  divid- 
ed the  maritime  force,  and  rendered  precarious  the 
commerce  of  the  nation.  Thefe  tranfaftions  hap- 
pened betwixt  the  latter  end  of  July,  in  the  year,  one 
thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  forty-eight,  and  the 
clofe  of  the  enfuing  month  of  December,  about  which 
time,  prince  Rupert  quitted  the  Dutch  coaft,  in  or- 
der to  repair  to  Ireland.  On  this  expedition,  he  for- 
tunately fucceeded,  taking  feveral  prizes,  during  the 
paflage,  and,  at  length,  arriving  at  the  port  of  Kin- 
fale  (2). 

The  parliament  had  now  recovered  their  fovereign- 
ty  at  Tea,  where  they  kept  fuch  powerful  fquadrons 
continually  cruizing,  that  it  was  not  deemed  prudent 
for  the  prince  of  Wales  to  venture  his  perfon  on  that 
element,  in  order  to  proceed  for  Ireland,  where  his 
prefence  was  become  neceflary  (a).  The  earl  of 
Warwick,  who  had  ferved  the  parliament,  with  fidelity 
and  fuccefs,  was  removed  from  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  now  given  to  officers  of  the  army,  amongfl 
whom  were  Blake,  Dean,  aqd  Pcpham,  men,  who, 
by  the  propriety  of  their  condu6i,  not  only  gained  the 
affedions  of  the  failors,  but  acquired  moie  fpeedily 
than  could  have  been  imagined,  an  extenfive  know- 
ledge of  the  naval  arts  {b). 

Prince 

(»)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  201 . 

205,  ao6,  207. Rufhworth's  Colledtions,  A.  D.  1648. 

p.  1 361.  1366.  1389.  1428.— — Whitlocke's  Memorials, 
p.  349.  361.  374.— -Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a. 
p.  182. 

{a)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  323, 
324.— ^Whitlocke's    Memorials,   p.   389,  397.— Heath's 

Chronicle,  p.  240. Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirab, 

V.  2.  p    183. 

{hi)  WhitTocke's  Memorials,  p.  383.— Ludlow's  Memoirs, 
V.  2.  p.  290.— In  the  two  hundred,  and  feventh  number 
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'■    Prince  Rupert  was  engaged  in  cruixing,  and  taking 
prizes  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year^  one  ihou- 
fand,     fix    hundred,    and    forty-nine  {c),    a    period 
vrhilft  the  wars  were   carried  on,   with  unremitted 
violence,  in  Ireland.    As  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  kingdom  had  efpoufed  the  interefts  of  the  par- 
liament, the  latter  directed  their  admirals,  Blake,  and 
Popham,  to  block  up  the  royal  veflels,  in  the  port  of 
Kinfale ;  a  commifllon  which  they  executed  fo  effedu- 
ally,  that  prince  Rupert,  deferted  by  numbers  of  his 
men,  was  reduced  to  the  mod  complicated  diftrefs. 
Perceivmg  that  his  caufe  had  become  defperate,  that 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  was,  in  a  manner^  Tub- 
idued,  that  all  hopes  of  fuccour  were  loft,  and  that 
no  advantageous  terms  could  be  expe&ed  from  the 
'conquerors,  he  embraced  the  defperate  refblution  of 
Ibrci^g  a  paflage  through  the  fleet  belonging  to  the 
.  enemy^  and  efFe£led  it,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  O^d- 
ber,  but  with  the  lofs  of  three  (hips.    He  now  failnl 
-  towards  the  coaft  of  France  {d),  where  he  continued 
'  to  obftru^  the  commerce,  and  feize  the  veflfels  of  the 
pngliih,  a£ting  intirely  from  the  didates  of  his  owii 
afff  ^^y  will, 

■of, the  **  Moderate  Intelligencer,"  (a  paper  publi/Tied  at  this 

period,)  is  the  a6l  at  large,  appointing  Blake,  Popham, 

and  Dean,  or  a.ny  two  of  them,  to  be  admirals,  and  generals 

,of  thie  fleet  at  fea.     Confult  their  inftru£lions  in  Thurloe*s 

-State  Papers,  V.  i.  p.  134. 

(c)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  254.  256. — ^Whitlocke's  Me- 
morials, p.  391— Daviesls  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p. 
298.— Moderate  tntelligehcer,  No.  227.  In  this  paper, 
violent  complaints  are  made  concerning  the  many  prizes 
daily  taken  by  the  prince,  as  well  on  the  coafts  of  Cornwall, 
as  in  the  Iriih  feas. — Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V. 
2.  p.  183. 

(d)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  338, 

J  139. — Bates's  Elencus  Motuum,   Part  2.  p.  32. — \A'hit- 
ocke's  Memorials,  p.  429. — Heat^i's  Chronicle,  p.  254.— 
Campbell  s  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  184. 
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will,  and  neither  demanding,  nor  receiving  the  leaft 
inftni8ion  from  the  king. 

It  was  the  intention  of  prince  Rupert,  (and,  proba'* 
^ly,  with  a  view  of  privateering,)  to  proceed  into 
the  Mediterranean  {e).  When  fa#had  reached  the 
coaft  of  Spain,  his  fleet  fuffered  exceedingly  by  a 
fiorm,  which  drove  five  of  his  (hips  into  the  port  of 
Carthagena,  where  they  were  furrounded  by  the  Spa- 
niards, who,  after  having  committed  many  ads  of 
plunder,  obliged  feveral  of  the  EngUfli  feamen  to  enter 
into  their  fervice  (fj,  A  fquadron  belonging  to  the 
parliament,  and  under  the  joint  command  of  Blake, 
and  Popham,  arrived  Toon  afterwards  at  Saint  Andero, 

when 


(e)  Clarendon's  Hiftorjr  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.— H^th's 
Chronicle,  p.  289.— •Whitlocke's  Memorials.— A  brief  re- 
lation of  fome  affairs,  and  tranfa£tions,  civil,  and  military, 
both  foreign  and  domeftic.  No.  10.  p.  loi.  103.— No.  14. 
p.  152. 

(/)  Qarendon'sHiftory  of  the  Rebellion.  V.  5.  P;  339- 
— .W  hitlocke.— 'Heath  .--Campbell .— Mercurius  Politicus, 
N.  3.  p.  579.*— From  this  laft  publication,  we  learn, 
amonigK  other  particulars  relating  to  prince  Rupert,  that 
whilu  he  lay  in  the  road  of  Toubn,  in  February,  of  the 

J  rear,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-one,  foliciting 
eave  to  enter  that  port,  with  his  ihip,  the  admiral,  in 
<ffder  to  procure  a  maft,  and  other  necefiary  repairs,  hav- 
ing been  feparated  firom  his  brother*  in  a  ftorm  near  Ma- 
jorca, after  the  jg^reat  defeat  given  to  his  ihips,  by  Blake, 
the  five  captains  of  the  veflels  mentioned  in  the  text,  ar- 
rived there,  againft  whom  the  prince  was  fo  highly,  incenfed 
as  to  have  ft  in  confideration,  to  call  them  to  an  account  at 
a  council  of  war,  for  their  lives,  as  well  for  their  Mif- 
conduft  in  that  bufinefs,  as  for  their  having  left  feventy  of 
the  mariners  behind  them,  who  were  unwilling  to  ittve 
the  parliament ;  and  who  befought  them,  with  the  utmoft 
eamefl:ne(s  to  niffer  them  to  attend  them  to  Touloa,  pro- 
'  felling  to  aik  no  more  than  bread  and  water  on  the  journey, 
notwithftanding  that  the  officers  were  ia  pofleffioa  of  large 
fums  of  money. 
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when  the  former  of  thefe  admirals  addrefled  a  letter, 
in  violent  language,  to  the  king  of  Spain,  demand- 
ing an  immediate  furrender  of  fuch  fliips^  and  men, 
ferving  under  prince  Rupert,  as  might  be  within  his 
power,  and  threatening,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  imme- 
diately to  commence  hoftilities.  To  this  letter,  a 
courteous  anfwer  was  returned ;  and  Blake  received, 
at  the  fame  tinr.r,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  refped  paid 
to  him  by  the  king  of  Spain,  a  ring  valued  at  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  {g),  Blake  now  followed  prince  Ru- 
pert into  the  river  of  Lifbon,  where,  in  September,  and 
Odober  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
fifty,  he  ruined  the  Brazil  fleet,  and  compelled  the 
Portuguefe  to  force  the  prince  out  of  their  port,  from 
whence  he  failed  to  Carthagena.  Thither  was  he  pur- 
fucd  by  Blake,  but,  being  obliged,  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  to  put  to  fea,  efcaped  to  Malaga,  where  he 
made  prizes  of  feveral  Engliih  veflels.  On  his  ar- 
rival, the  admiral  drove  one  of  thefe  afhore,  burned 
two  others,  and  obliged  the  prince  to  favehimfelf  by 
flight  (^). 

,;  Having 

(g)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.  p.  339, 
340— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  185. 

(h)  Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  449.  463.  470.  475.  484, 
485.Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  267.  275.— 'Manley's  Hiftory 
of  the  Rebellion,  p.   233.  — Bates's    Elencus    Moraum,-' 
Part  a.  p.  73.— Thurloe's  State  Papers,   V.  i.— Mercuriu* 
Politicus,  No.  14.   p.  221.— ^ee  two  original  letters  of 
Sir  Henry  Vane  ;   one  to  Cromwell,  then,  at  the  head* 
quarters,  in  Scotland  ;  and  the  other  to  Thomas  Scott, 
the  Regicide,  each  dated  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Decern* 
ber,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,   fix  hundred,  and  fifty, 
widi  the  news  of  Blake's  having  ruined  prince  Rupert'sf 
fleet,  and  the  great  terror  which  this  defeat  had  occauoned 
in  the  different   courts  of  Europe,  particularly  thofe  of 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  both  of  whom,  m  confequence  there- 
of, difpatched  ambailadors  to  England,  to  acknowledge  the 
Power  of  the  parliament.    The  Spanifh  miniftcr,  at  his 

audience. 
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Having  once  more  flood  out  to  Tea/  th:  latter  cruiz- 
ed againfl  the  Spaniards,  Genoefe,  and  Englifh  (i)» 
from  whom  he  took  feveral  rich  prizes,  and  th^n  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Wefl-Indies,  whither  his  brother,  prince 
Maurice,  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  had  failed  before. 
In  thofe  feas  they  alfo  committed  many  daring  hofti- 
lities,  until  prince  Maurice,  in  the  Conflant  Reforma- 
tion, caft  away  (it),  and  Rupert, difcovering  that  the  few 
(hips  which  he  had  left  were  fo  leaky,  and  rotten,  that 
it  was  fcarcely  poHlble  that  they  could  keep  the  fea, 
prepared  for  his  return  to  France,  and,  in  the  year, 
one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-two,  arrived  at 
the  port  of  Nantes,  with  a  man  of  war,  and  three 
other  (hips,  which  he  was  obliged  to  fell,  in  order 
that  he  might  become  enabled  to  pay  the  wages  of  the 
feamen  (/).  Such  was  the  fate  of  about  twenty-five 
large  (hips,  the  numerous  cr^ws  of  which  had  d^ferted 
with  them  from  the  fervice  of  the  parliament.  The 
reader  will  eafily  judge  how  great  a  lofs  the  nation 
(engaged  foon  afterwards  in  a  Dutch  war)  muft  have 
fuftained  on  the  occaiion. 

Admiral  Blake,  on  his  return  to  England,  received 
the  thanks  of   the  houfe^  and  in  conjundion   with 

Dean, 

audience,  prefented  the  houfe  with  a  complete  narrative 
of  the  lofs  which  the  prince  had  fuftained  at  Carthagena.— 
See  Nicholls's  Colledion  of  State  Papers,  p.  40,  41,  42. 

(0  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  5.— Heath's 
Chronicle,  p.  293.  —  Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  494. — 
Life  of  prince  Rupert.— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals, 

V.  2.  p.  1 86. 

(k)  Davies's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  299.— Man- j 
ley's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  223.— Bates's  Elencus 
Motuum,  part  2.  p.  74. — ^Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  430. 

(/)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  513-  • 
515— Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  337.— Whitlocke's  Memorials. 
p.  552.— Thurloe's  State  Papers,  V.  i.— Campbell's  Live*, 
of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  186.  ,    ^^* 
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Dean,  and  Popham,  was  inveded  with  the  fupreme 
power  at  fea,  during  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dred, and  fifty-one  (m).    The  firft  exploit  fuggefted 
by  the  parliament  was  the  redudion  of  the  iflands  of 
Sciily,  which  were  (liil  holden  for  the  king,  by  Sir 
John  Grenviile.    The  privateers  fitted  out  from  thence 
had  proved  extremely  detrimental  to  the  commerce  of 
the  nation,  and  therefore  were  the  proper  objeds  of 
the  vengeance  of  the  parliament,  but  there  was  an- 
other incident  which  gave  them  much  concern,  at  this 
jundure,  and  this  was  the  arrival  of  a  Dutch  fquadron 
there,  confiding  of  twelve  men  of  war,  commanded 
by  Van  Tromp  (n).    The  pretence  of  fending  him  was 
to  demand  fatisfadion  of  the  governour   for  about 
twenty  prizes  which,  in  a  (hort  fpace  of  time,  had 
been  carried  into  his  ports,  by  his  privateers ;  but  the 
true  defign  was  to  treat  with  him  for  the  iflands ;  a 
meafure  which,  if  fuccefsful,  might  have  been  attended 
by  fatal 'confequences.    Blake,  in  the  Phoenix  frigate, 
and  in  conjun6tion  with  a  fmall  fleet,  commanded  by 
Sir  George  Ay fcue,  failed  thither,  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  foon  executed  his  commiflion,  the  governour  be- 
ing glad  to  deliver  up  his  charge  on  honourable  terms, 
and  the  admiral  as  willing  to  grant  all  which  he  could 
reafonably  expe£fc  (0). 

From 

(m)  Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  488,  489. — The  thanks  of 
the  parliament,  with  a  full  approbation  of  their  fervices,  al- 
though not  fuccefsful,  on  thecoafl  of  Portugal,  had  Iike'**ie 
been  tranfmitted  to  Blake,  and  Popham,  whilft  at  fea,  in  a 
letter  from  the  fpeaker,  dated  from  Whitehall,  on  the 
twelfth  of  July,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
fifty ...Thurloe's  State  Papers,  V.  i.  p.  155. — ^Campbell. 

(ff)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  284.  28S,  289. — Davies's  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  326.— Manley's  Hiftory  of  the 
Reoellion,   p.    253.  —  Bates's  Elencus    Motuum,   part  2. 

P-  77- 

(0)  The  original  articles,  within  a  MS.   folio  of  two 

iheets,  are  ftilf  preferved  in  the  library  of  the  focieiy  for 

I  pro- 
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From  the  idands  of  Scilly»  Blake  proceeded,  with  the 
fleet,  to  Jerfcy,  and  arriving  there  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, attacked,  and  intireiy  reduced  it,  previous  to  the 
conclufion  of  the  year.  He  alfo  took  Cornef-Caftle* 
the  only  place  which  held  out  for  Charles,  in  Guernfey. 
Thus,  in  this  quarter,  was  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean 
fecured  by  the  fquadrons  of  the  parliament  (p). 

Sir  George  Ayfcue,  having  reinforced  his  fleet  with 
feveral  (hips,  now  failed  towards  the  Wefl-Indies,  in 
order  to  reduce  fuch  of  the  plantations  as  had  declared 
for  the  king.  He  was  accompanied  by  colonel  Allen, 
a  native  of  Barbadoes,  who  had  been  fent  to  demand 
relief  from  the  parliament  for  perfons  in  that  colony, 
and  in  the  leeward  iflands,  who  had  oppofed  the  royal- 
rfts.  On  the  fixteenth  of  Odober,  in  the  year,  one 
fhoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-one,  the  fleet  arrived  in 
Carlifle-Bay,  in  Barbadoes,  and  immediately  (sized 
fburteen  Dutch  merchant-lhips. 

Francis,  lord  Winoughby,of  Parham,  whom  we  have 
already  mentioned,  was  governour  of  the  ifland,  for 
rhe  king,  and  manifefted  fo  firm  a  refolution  to  de- 
fend it,  that  Ayfcue  did  not,  until  the  feventeenth  of 
December,  attempt  to  difembark  the  forces.  On  this 
occaiion,  nearly  forty  of  his  men  were  flain ;  and 
with  them,  fell  colonel  Allen.  When  the  troops  had 
landed,  the  governour  thought  proper  to  capitulate, 
and  obtained  fuch  fair  conceflion^  that  Ayfcue,  on  this 
account,  became  afterwards  fufpeAed  by  the  parlia-- 
ment  (q).    Whiift  he  remained  at  Barbadoes,  be  fent 

fome 

propagating  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts. — Campbell's  Lives 
of  the  Admirals,  Vol.  2.  p.  187. 

(/)  Clarendon's  HI  (lory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  465. 
-r-Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  518,  519. — Ludlow's  Me- 
moirs, V.  I.  p.  343. — Davies's  Hiftory   of  the  Civil  Wars, 

p.  326. 

(^)  Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  527.  531. — Ludlow** 
Memoirs,  V.  i.  p.   385, — Heath's  Chronicle,    p.  306  — 

Bates's 
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IbfAe  (liipi,  under  the  command  of  captain  Dennii,  to 
reduce  Virginia  i  Mn  enterprize  which,  after  flight  dif- 
ficulties, was  attended  with  fuccefs.  Sir  George  like- 
wife  fubdued  the  leeward  iOands,  And,  having  fully  ex- 
ecuted his  commiffion,  returned  to  Europe,  (boti  after 
the  commencement  of  the  Dutch  war  (r). 

The  caufes  of  this  rupture  have  been  differeritly  re- 
lated, in  conformity  to  the  paifions,  prejudices,  and 
opinions,  of  different  hiftorians  (/).  It  appears  that 
the  old  commonwealth  became  quickly  jealous  of  that 
which  had  arifen,  and  felt  apprehenfions  that  whatlb- 
cver  advantages  might  accrue  to  other  dates,  Holland 
was  not  likely  to  gain  the  leaft  benefit  by  the  change 
of  government  in  England.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
parliament  were  equally  anxious  for  the  mainteAatice 
of  their  newly-acquired  fovereignty,  and  expeded  the 
moft  extraordinary  marks  of  regard  from  all  the  pow- 
ers with  which  they  correfponded  (/).    The  murder  of 

Vol.  IV.  U  *       dodor 


.ives 


Bates's  EleDcus  Motuum,  Part  2.  p.  78.-- Manley*s  Hiftory 
of  the  Rebellion,  p.  254.— Caupbell's  Lives  of  the  Admi- 
rals, V.  a.  p.  188. 

(r)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  466» 
467. — Davies's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  327.— Wnit- 
locke's  Memorials,  p.  532.  534.  536.  542.'— Thurloe's  State 
Papers,  V.  i.  p.  197. 

{f)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  285,  286.  308.  314-- Dug- 
dale's  fhort  View  of  the  late  Troubles  of  England,  p.  402. 
403.— >  Davies's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  chap.  98.— Lud- 
low's Memoirs,  V.  i .  p.  344,  345,  346,  388,  38^.— Sir 
Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  363,  364.— Bates's  Elencus 
Motuum,  Part  2.  p.  75,  76.— Manley's  Hiftory  of  the  Re- 
bellion, p.  256.  262.~-Coke's  Detemon,  V.  2.  p.  19. 

(/)  See  the  propofals  made  by  Oliver  Saint  John,  and 
Walter  Strickland,  ambaffadors  firom  the  commonwealth  to 
the  ftates-general,  at  the  Hague,  dated  on  the  tenth  of 
May,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-one. 
— Thurloe's  State  Papers,  V.  i.  p.  182— NiCholls's  State 


less 
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d^£^or  D<^i^U9*  wMn  they  twjt  \t\  a  yi^blic  chari^o- 
t»r  io  th^'^ies,  had  irnta^^d  tjbe^i  to  a  H^vere  ^e§r^  | 
nqi[  weifQ,  ^hey  Ufs  incenfcid  :^t  the. reception  ||ive|i  t<| 
S9;9t Jphnftf^itd the  reft o£ t^eif  amhair^dors.  |p  thii 
tcnfl^pe^i^^Hcjr.  fc^riBfly  pj^W  U>9  lf»ft  regvA  to,  the  mi- 
monftrances'of  tl^e  iD,utch|^  ooncei^Bg  their  ^i^  of  i»r< 
yi|^ati^on»  which  was^  qqdouhte^ly,  a  v^eUn^iQncfrted 
nie^rurea  hipth  for  jpreferving,  s^nd  fof  extepdiog  $he  Enfi-' 
IjjOi  cqipmerqe.  The  (Utea  were  alfo  es^ceedingly 
s^jafmf5)»;  when  they  obferved  th^t  the  parliAnient  inn 
ii(le4  on  the  fovereignty  oC  thf  (^  on  the  r%ht  of 
i(hing>  and  of  Ucenfing  to  fUh^  manifefiii^,  at;  th« 
^e  ttn(ie,  a  difpofition  for  cafi^ying  to  itfl  utmoft 
tieighth  the  point  of  Hating  by  the  flag,  «nd  purfl}- 
i;^»  on,  eycry  occaiion,  fo  dec)alred^  a  €on4«^>  thai 
tj^e  ft^tes/were  convinced  of  their  if^^otion  to  a^  ott, 
the  plant  of  Charles,  .vlth  this  gretit  advantage  of  raiOng 
inoney  in,  much  larger  fun^y  and  with  le^  trouble  than 
was  ex^perienced  by  that  prince  (t/). 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dfe4»  And  ^ftyrtwoy  mattera  had  proceeded  to  the  hift 

ettre- 


/ 


PaperS)  P-  39»  40,  41,  4*. — ^Letters  of  State,  and  oth.ejc  par 
perst  in  MUton^  proCe  worlds,  V.  2.  edit.  175I3.  Quarto. 
i^Danipbeii's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  189. 

(tf)  If  the^ reader  be  bclined  t^ eater  deeply  into  the  rea*, 
foni  oh.  which  the  Dutch  war 'was  grounded,  he  may  con*, 
fult  CIarendon'9  Hiftory  of  th^  Rebellion,  V.  6,  p.  457, 
458,  459,  460,— Whitlocke*s  Memorials,  p.  487.  491,  492. 
jji;^  49(6.— Thurloe'a  State  Papers,  V.  i.  p.  1&7.  195.— 
eath's  Chronicie^  p.  514,  and  other  writers,  on  one  fide. 
•— — For  the  Putch  party  are  Bafnage.  Annales  des  Pro- 
vinces Un^s,  torn;  I.  p.  215,  216.  220,  221.  245,  248, 
249,  250,  25 1,  2^fi,  253. — Le  Clerc.  Hiftoiredes  Provinces 
Unies,  torn.  2.  liv.  13.  p.  307,  308,  309,  310,  311,  312, 
313,  314,  3i5.'^NeijvilIe.  Hiftoire  d'Hollande,  torn.  3.  p. 
5a,  53/  54»  55>  56,  57»  S^»  59*  60,  61.— Lives  of  the. 
JDutcn  Admirals. 


i 


ILLUSTRIOUS  SEAMEN,  &c.     307 

vstttmltj  i  yet  k 'vifM  then  wirmty'dirfnited  (and  it 
iuKli  hot  y^t  becki  abfohiiely  dotermined)  who  were  the 
ftg^M^brs.  >  FrOmi-^b«  baft  comptrilbn  of  hdti  ftated 
in  all  the  authentrc  kccounts  tranfmitted  to  us,  by  both 
|ilMfii0»,  Jtappeairs  probable  that  the  firft  offence  pro- 
^etfdedfrom  thtiS^uibh.  In  flipporc  of  this  con]e6hire9 
i^falmaibniiftii^tr^bir  adduced;  but  we  (hall  pab- 
tliititilttHy  itifift  on  their  great,  and  i^tftt  ^repafatioifs 
f6¥d  #ar«  'It  is  certain  that'  the  dates  had  otie  huh'- 
dred,  and.  fi%  ihip^  of  force,  av  fea ;  whereas  the 
Bnglifli'parliaoittht  equipped  only  tli^  ufual  fquadroik 
(«^on(iftihg  of  m4htj*iij<&(hips,  under  the  command  of 
adbitral  Blake,)  for  the  pUrpofe  of  guarding,  and  prot- 
t^aib^  the  narrow  ftis  (x). 

W  'The  lirft'tffibfion  of  blood  in  this  quarrel, '^as  occa- 
iiohedby  tomn^odbre  Vouhg,  who  had  fired  on  a  Dutch 
^aaof  war,  becaafo  the  captain  of  it  withheld  tht 
^ynient  of  the  cuftdmary  honours   to  the  Englifl^ 
flag'.    This  event  took   place  on  the  foiirteenth  of 
May,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  iix  hundred,  and 
fifty<-two,  and  proved  ektremely  honourable  to  the  Na- 
tion.   Young  had  a£^ed  with  the  iithlOft  catition,  arid 
given- the  Dutch  commander  every  opportunity  which 
he  couM  have  defired  of  avoiding  the  commiffion  of 
hoftilities.    He   ient    an  officer  tO  perfuade  him  to 
firike,  when  the  captain  replied  that  the  ftates  had 
threatened  to  take  off  his  head,  if  he  fubmrtted.    An 
engagement  now  began,  at  the  dofe  of  which  thO 
Dutch  fhip,  feverely  damaged,  was  obliged  to  ftrike. 
Two  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  twelve  merchantmen 
were  at  hand,  yet  did   not  interfere.    When  thefe 
had  taken  in  their  flags,  commodore  Young  departed, 

U  a  with? 


(x)  Heath^s  Chronicle,  p.  314^  315.— CampbeH's  laret' 
of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  191. 
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without    attemptiAg  to  feiie  i»  fiaglc.  vcflcl..,  Tinf 
tranfafkion  would  have  proved  more  the  objed  of  pub- 
lic notice,  if  an.  engafpemeoi:  ofgi^ater  coai^aeijicv 
had  not  happened  foon  afterwards <jr).'  A'.i  liu-m 

.  The  adoiiral.yanTromp  wasftiea  with  a  flcil| 
.j^mounting  to  more  than  foity  fful,  id&mbled  (liceord? 
ing  to  report,)  ^r^tbe  proteS^dn'  of  the  Dutch,  com'- 
.raerce.  When  this  officer  arrived^  oa  the  dig^feentll 
x)(  May,  within  the  Downs,  he  obferved  a  fmaU  fqua- 
dron,  under  the  conimand  of  major  6ournje,:tp;wbom 
he  fent  word  that  lie  was  forced  thither^  iby  .ftrefa  .of 
weather,  and  received  for  anfwer  that  |he  truth  pf 
this  aflertion  would  beft  appear  by  the  fliortnefs  of  bi^ 
(lay.  On  the  nineteenth.  Van  Tromp,  with  his  fleets 
i)ore  down  opon  Bkke,  in  Doiver  ;road>:.and.whqn[he 
approached,  the  Englifh  admiral,  :>yho  had  received  in^* 
teHigence  of  his  arrival,  from.  3oAy|rne,  fired  thi:ice  at 
jhis  flag.  VauTromp  immediialAly  returned  a  broad-^ 
fide,  when  hoftilities  commenced,  f^nd  Blake  almo0i 
fmgly  maintained  an  engagemf^nt  .during  four  hours. 
At  length,  his  fleet,  faking  the  advantage  of  a  favour* 
able  change  of  weather,  came  up,  and  fupported  the 
cpnteft  with  great  vigour,  and  refplution.  When  it 
had  lafted  from  four,  in  the  afternpoh,  until  nine,  at 
night,  Bourne  arrived  with  his  eight  (hips,  and  the 
Dutch  immediately  bore  away. 

in  this  battle,  the  victory  was  clearly  on  the  fide  of 
the  Englifh,  as  the  Dutch  writers  themfelves  confefs, 

there 


.  (y)  Young's  letter  to  the  parliament,  dated  from  onboar4 

the  Pre(ident,  in  Plymouth  Sound,  and,  on  the  fourteenth  of 

May,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-two. 

— iWhitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  533. — The  perfect  Politician, 

<it  a  fiill  View  of  the  Life,  and  Af^ions  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 

p;:)67.— Caropbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  191. 
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fhere%dng  two  (hips,  in  the  ferviceof  the  ftates,  taken» 
and  one <lifabled;  whereas  the  EngKfli  loft  none;  yet 
the  inequality  of  forde  was  great,  the  Dutch  fleet 
coftfifting,  at  firft,  of  forty-two  fliips,  and  the  arma- 
ment under  Blake  only  of  fifteen,  and,  even  at  the 
clofe  of  the  a£tieH,  this  laft  officer  was  not  affifted  by 
more  than  twenty- three  fail.    Each  of  the  admirals 
wrotb  Co  their  rtsfpedive  matters  an  account  of  this 
tran&Sfcion;  and   it   muft  be  confefled  that  no  fa€t 
mentioned  in  the  letter  drawn  up  by  Blake  can  be  dif- 
pmyijed,  whilft  Van  Tromp  either  falls  into  miftakes,  or 
deviates  purpofely  from  the    truth,  and  particularly 
where  he  obferves  that  the  fquadron  commanded  by 
Bourne  amounted  to  twelve  large  fhips.    Let  it  alfo  foe 
remarked  that,  although  he  confiders  Blake  as  the  ag- 
greflbr,  he  confefles  that  the  Dutch  flag  was  flying, 
during  the  whole  of  the  engagement  (z).    The  ftates 
themfelves  were  fo  fenfible  of  their  error,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  mortified  that  their  fleet,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  fuperiority,  had  been  fuccefsfully  refilled,  that 
they  apologized  for  the  tranfa£lion,  and  fent  over  nn-. 
other  ambaflador,  the  Heer  Adrian  Paauw,  to  proceed 
on  the  treaty.    But,  as  the  demands  of  the  parlia- 
ment were  carried,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Dutch,  to  the 
moft  extravagant  lengths,  all  thoughts  of  peace  were 
relinquiflied  by  both  parties;  and,  on"  the  eighth  of 
July,  the  war  was  prodain^ed  in  Holland  (tf). 

Mean  while,  the  Englilh,  in  virtue  of  the  aft  of 
navigation,  and  by  way  of  reprifal  for  the  late  da^ 

U  3  mages, 

^  (s)  This  account  is  copied  from  that  printed  by  order  of 
the  parliament,  with  the  letters,  and  other  papers  of  bodi 
admirals  annexed.  Quarto.  1652. — Campbell. 

(«)  Ludlow's  Memoirs*  V.  i.  p.  407..^WhUlockc*s 
Memorials,  p.  535— -Thurloe's  State  Pafyers,  V.  1.  p.  207, 
208,  209,  210,  211,  2i2.r-^ampbeirs  Lives  of  the  Admi- 
rals, V.  2.  p.  193. 
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niages,  affronts,  ai^d  hofUlhi^  req^iyed  from  thf 
ilates-general|,  and  their Tubjeds^  took  feveral  Dutch 
Ships.  On  the  eleventh  of  Junej.  Blaise  brought  in  ele« 
yen  merchantmen,  with  their  convpy,  all  of  which 
vrereon  their  paiTage,  from  Nantes.  On  ihe  day  fol- 
lowing, the  captains  Taylor,  and  Peacock,  in  two  Eng- 
|iih  frigates,  enga|;ed  two  Putch  Aips  of  war,  near 
the  cQ^ft  of  Flanders,  for  refuting  to  ftrike.  Of  thefe, 
one  was  taken,  and  the  other  (Iranded  (^).  On  the 
thirteenth  of  the  fame  month,  Blake  took  twenty 'fix 
veflels,  in  the  fenrice  of  the  Dutch  merchants,  with 
their  convoys,  hoinieward-bound,  from  France.  On 
the  ifourth  of  July,  vice-admiral  Ayfcue  (who,  in  his 
late  return  from  the  redudion  of  Barbadoes,  had 
taken  ten  merchifiit-lhips,  and  four  tnen  of  war,)  at« 
tacke^  the  Saint  Ubes  deet,  amounting  to.  about  forty 
(ail,  of  yfl«ch  nearly  thirty  were  either  taken,  or  burnt» 
Q.r  ftranded,^  and  plundered,  on  the  Fr^ch  coaft. 

Whilll^  the  flates,  with  the  utrnqft  diligence,  w«r6 
|^rq}aring  a  fleet  of  feventy  men  of  war,  under  the 
command  of  their  admiral  Van  Trpmp,  Blake,  attended 
by  iixty  l))ips»  proceeded,  purfuant  to  his  orders^  to- 
wards the  ROf  til,  for  the  purp9f<jpf,diftf effing  the  Dutch 
IfiOier^^s.  Sif .  Qeprge  Ayfoue  iyfho  fubfeqvent  to  the 
4eftruQ:|pn  of  the:, Saint  Ubes,  flcej,  had  taken  five 
Dutch  vefTels^.  in  the  fervij;i|  i>f  the  merchants,}  was 
left  with  the  remainder  of  the  EngliQi  armament,  con* 
fiftiog  only  of  fey^n  men  of  war^  and  ftationed  in  the 
Downs.  Whilft  Bbke  triumphed  in  the  north.  Van 
Tromp,  with  his  whole  nava|  force,  entered  the  mouth 
pf  the  Than^^s^inl^ii^s  jcither  pf  furprizing  Ayfcue,  or 
''■"'  !..  •  .      .  .     of:' 


(^)  Tht  parliament  were  fo  pleafed  with  the  gallant  be- 
haviour of  the  captains  Taylor,  and  Peacock,  that  ihey  di> 
re<Sted  the  fpeaker  to  write  them  letters  of  thanks^  on  thj^ 
cccalion. 
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bf  inftilting  the  toaft.  Preyetited  from  the  execution 
of  this  defign,  be  direded  his  courfe  northwards,  in 
order  to  intercept  Blake ;  but  his  (hips  were  difperfed 
by  i  ftdrm,  and  five  of  his  frigates  were  Teized  by  Blake, 
on  his  return  towards  the  fouth  {c). 

The  people  in  llolUnd  were  extremely  diflatisfied 
witb  the  condu€k  of  the  admiral  Van  Tromp,  which 
is  the  cafe,  in  all  free  countries,  where  a  commander  in 
chief  proves  unfuccefsfiil.  On  this  occafion,  he  a€ted 
wifely,  and  agreeablv  to  the  dilates  of  a  nice  fenfe  of 
honour,  firft,  by  juuifying  himfelf  to  this  ftates,  and 
next,  by  laying  down  his  commii&on,  to  gratify  the 
people.  The  chief  objedion  againfl  him  was  his  con- 
fined knowledge  of  the  naval  arts  $  and  this  engaged 
the  dates  to  cafi  their  eyes  upon  De  Ruyter,  the  ableft 
officer  of  his  prbfeffion.  tie  accept^ed  of  the  com- 
mand, but  accepted  it  unwillingly,  becaufe  he  perceived 
that,  as  affairs  were  then  fitiiated,  the  fuperlority  retted 
with  the  Engliih  {J)^  In  the  mean  time,  the  parlia^^ 
ment  tbok  care  to  ftrengthen  the  fleet  under  the  com-!> 
mandof  .SirOeorge  Ayfcue,  fothat  it  increafed  to  thirty- 
eight  fail,  of  whiith  oiily  two  were  large  men  of  war, 
and  the  teft  frigates,  or  fire-fhips.  Wit^  tliefe,  he 
put  to  fea,  in  fearch  of  the  Dutch,  took  feyeral  rich 
prizes,  and,  at  length,  whilft  he  was  cruizing  off  Ply- 
mouth met  wijth  De  Ruyter,  who,  attended  by  a  fleet 
equal  to  his  own,  was  convoying  home  nearly  fixty 
velTels,  in  the  fervice  of  the  merchants.    The  Dutch 

U  4  com- 
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»-   («)  Bafnage.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  V.  i.  p.  25S, 
asSf-'-^ampbeirs  Liyes  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  194- 

(d)  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion.  V.  6.  p.  j^6i.— 
Whitlockc's  Memorials,  p.  538.-rrlAidlow's  Memoirs,  V» 
419, 4ao.-^DaviesV  Hifbry  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  32b. 


— .Manley's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  264.— Campbeirs 
JLives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  194. 
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commander  took  twenty  of  thefe  laft,  into  his  line  qF 
battle,  and  was  then  in  readinefs  for  adion,  At  four* 
in  the  afternoon,  of  (he  fixteenth  of  Auguft,  i|i  the 
year,  oqe  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-two,  the 
fight  began,  when  Ayfcue,  with  ten  ihips,  charged 
through  th^  Dutch  fleet^  and,  having  thus  obtained 
the  weather-gage,  renewed  the  attack,  until  night. 
On  this  occafiori,  the  remainder  of  the  Englifli  arma- 
ment was  generally  inadiye ;  but  moft  of  the  officers 
who  engaged  were  wounded,  and  particularly,  the 
vice-admiral.  Peck,  who  loft  hjs  leg,  ^nd  expirefl 
foon  afterwards.  The  Dutch  fuffered  extrenie|y,  and 
feveral  of  their  beft  veflels  were  fcarcely  able  to  keep 
the  fea.  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  who  had  loft  only  one 
fire-fliip,  chafed  his  adverfaries,  during  a  great  pa|t 
of  the  enfuing  day,  and,  afterwards,  returned  to  Ply- 
mouth-Sound, for  the  purpofe  of  refjreihing  his  men^ 
and  repairing  his  (hips  (e). 

The  Dutch  drew  up  a  p;frtici|lar  account  pf  thjs 
tranfadioh,  in  which  the  Englifh  undopbtedly,  reaped 
fome  advantages,  and  niight  )iave  availed  themielves  of 
greater,  if  s\.li  their  captains  had  fulfilled  their  duty. 
Of  this,  the  pafrliament  we^e  convinced  ^  but,  by  a  re- 
fined ftrbke  of  policy,  chole  rather  to  afcribe  the  fault 
to  a  fingle  man,  than  endanger  the  obedience  of  the 
fleet,  by  puniftiing  a  number.  Qn  this  principle, 
^hey  difmifled  that  gallant  feanian.  Sir  George  Ayfcue, 

yet 


(e)  Whitlocke*s  Memorials,  p.  jai,  |42.-rSir  Philip 
Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  365. — ^Batess  Elencus  Motuum, 
fart  a,  p.  i75.-?Coke's  Detection,  V.  2.  p.  i5.rrTLe 
Clerc.  torn.  a.  p.  322. — ^Neuville.  torn.  3.  liv.  10.  chap. 
10. — La  Vie,  er  les  A&^ons  memorables  du  iSieur  Michel 
dc  Ruyter,  Due,  Chevalier,  ct  I'Amiral  Gener&i  <.!r5 
Provinces  Unies.    Amfterdam,  1677.    Fartie  1.  p.  ^,  lo^ 

U,I2; 


ILLUSTRIOUS  SEAMEN,  &c.  313 
yet  gently,  and  with  a  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds 
in  money,  and  a  penfion  of  three  hundred  pounds  a 
year.  Thefe  were  paid  with  the  moft  rigid  pun£tuali> 
ty  ;  notwithi^anding  that  the  difguft  conceived  againft 
Ayfcue  for  having  granted  to  the  Lord  Willoughby  fuch 
favourable  terms,  was  one  chief  cauie  of  hb  re- 
moval (f). 

The  war  was  no  longer  confined  to  the  coafts  of 
Britain,  but  fpread  itfelf  almoftinto  every  fea;  and 
each  wind  brought  the  news  of  frefli  deftrudion, 
and  flaughter.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fame 
month,  the  Dutch  admiral.  Van  Galen,  with  eleven 
ihips  of  war,  intercepted,  and  attacked  the  Englilh 
commodore,  Richard  Bodley,  attended  by  three  men 
of  war,  a  fire-(hip,  and  three  merchantmen,  home- 
wgrd-bound,  frpm  Scanderoon,  and  Smyrna.  The  firft 
engagement  began  in  the  afternoon,  off  the  jfland  of 
Eloa,  on  the  coaft  of  Tufcany,  and  lafted  until  night, 
when  no  confiderable  advantage  had  been  gained  by 
either  party.  The  Dutch  hiftorians  aflert  that  three  of 
their  men  of  war,  being  feparated  in  the  night,  and 
afterwards  becalmed,  could  not  cpme  up  fo  as  to  have 
a  ^%xft.  in  tl^e  fecond  (engagement.  On  the  other  (ide, 
the  Englifli  departed  from  their  merchantmen,  which 
being  heavy,  and  richly  laden,  were  ordered  to  proceed, 
Vtrith  all  poflible  expedition,  to  the  neareft  harbour. 

The  next  morning,  the  four  remaining  Englifh  (hips 
were  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the  eight  Hollanders,  and 
returned  the  aflault  with  great  fury.  Van  Galen,  at 
firft,  clofely  engaged  Bodley,  but,  being  difabled  in  his 
rigging,  and  having  received  three  (hots  under  wa- 
ter, and  been  thrice  on  fire,  he  was  forced  (as  the 
Dutch  hiftorians  acknowledge,)  to  Iheer  off.    Another 

of 


(/)  Heath's  Chrrtnicle,  p.  323. — — Campbell's  Liyes  of 
the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  196. 
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of  the  fargeft  Dutch  ihips  renewing  the  attack^  was  to 
violently  aflailed,  that  fhe  loft  her  main-maft.  Im- 
mediately the  Engliih  frigate,  the  Phoenix,  boarded  the 
difaUed  Hollander,  but,  being  too  weak,  was  taken,  af- 
ter a^fliarp  fight,  during  a  full  hour,  wherein  moft  of 
her  men  were  either  killed,  or  wounded.  Mean  while 
Bodley,  being  again  boarded  by  two  of  the  Dutch  (hips 
at  once,  defended  himfelf  To  refolutely,  that  they  were 
beatea  off  with  a  dreadful  flaughter  of  their  men,  and 
the  lofs  of  both  theif  captains  (^).  When  the  enemy 
retreated,  Bodley,  with  the  three  remaining  (hips,  (on 
board  of  which  an  hundred  men  had  been  either  killed, 
tT  wounded,)  followed  the  merchantmen  to  Porto  Lon- 
gone,  where  the  Dutch  fopn  afterwards  arrived,  and  bu** 
fled  three  of  their  captains,  who  had  been  flain  during 
the  engagement.  In  this  neutral  harbour,  the  adverfe 
fleets  rode  peaceably  together,  for  ^  confiderable  fpap^ 
of  time  ()i). 

Admiral  Biake,  who  was  now  in  the  <;hannel,  fe- 
verely  annoyed  the  enemy;  and,  as  Tome  hoftiliti^s 
had  ifctn  committed  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  by 
the  French,  attacked  a  formidable  iquadron  of  their 
ihips,  which  were  proceeding  to  the  rejicf  pf  Dunkirk, 
and  either  took,  or  deftroyed  them  all;  in  confequence 
of  which  vidory  that  important  plate  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards  (/).    The  Dutch  perceiving  that 

■  rheir 

(g)  This  fadl  is  affirmed  by  their  own  hiftorianj. 

(A)  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  365.-r-Coke's  De? 
teflon,  V.  a.  p.  15,  16. — Manley's  hiftory  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, part  2.  book  2^  p.  266.— Bafnage.  Annales  des  Pro- 
vinces Unies,  torn,  i.  p.  263. — ^Neuville.  Hiftoire  d'Hol- 
lande,  torn.  4.  p.  65,  66.— Thurloe's  State-Papers,  V.  i< 
p.  219— Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  197. 

(i)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  463. 
-r-Heath'^  Chronicle,  p.  325.— Davies'i  hiftory  of  thecivil 
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thetr  commerce  was  thus  almoft  Irrecoverably  de- 
ftroyed,  and  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  greater  evils, 
equipped  another  fleet,  the  command  of  which  was 
given  to  De  Wit,  who  received  orders  to  join  De  Ruy- 
ter,  the  officer  appointed  to  convoy,  homewards,  a 
larige  aumber  of  veflels  in  the  fervice  of  the  mer- 
chants. When  the  two  fleets  had  united,  and  attended 
the  trading  (hips  to  their  refpeftive  ports,  the  admirals 
expreffed  a  determination  to  attack  the  Engliih  navy, 
and  Blake  afforded  them  a  proper  opportunity  of  car- 
rying it  into  execution.  Yet  when  the  former  exped- 
ed,  and  had  prepared  for  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
lities,  the  Dutch  covered  themfelves  behind  a  fand- 
bank ;  a  circumftance  which  did  not  prevent  Blake 
from  engaging  them,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Sep- 
tember. 

He  divided  his  fleet  into  three  Iquadrons,  of  which 
the  firft  was  commanded  by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by  vice- 
admiral  Penn,  and-  the  third  by  rear-admiral  Bourne. 
At  three,  in  the  afternoon,  the  fight  began,  when  the 

Engliih 

wars,  p.  3a9»  330. — ^Bafnage.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies, 
torn.  2.  p.  264.— Memoires  de  Montglat,  torn.  3.  p.  321, 
322.— Martiniere.  Hiftoire  de  Louis  aIV.  toiii.  2.  p.  215. 
-^The  count  d'Eftrades,  (Memoirs,  toin.  i.)  in  a  letter 
addreifed  to  cardinal  Mazarine,  and  dated  from  Dunkirk, 
on  the  fifth  of  February,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dred, and  fifty-two,  informs  his  eminence  that  Cromwel  had 
made  him  an  offer,  by  one  Fitz- James,  a  colonel  of  his 
guards,  to  fiirnifh  fifty  men  of  war  ;  to  join  the  king's 
army  with  fifteen  thoufand  foot ;  to  pay  two  millions  ;  and 
to  declare  war  againfl  Spain,  if  they  would  furrender  Dun- 
kirk to  him  rather  than  to  the  Spaniards,  which  propofal  the 
cardinal  approved,  as  appears  by  his  anfwer  to  the  count, 
(dated  iirom  Poi£tiers,  on  the  fecond  of  the  fucceeding  month 
of  March,)  and  which  (as  he  obferves,)  would  have  been  ac- 
cepted, if  monfieurde  Chateauneuf  had  not  oppofed  it  fo 
violently  that  the  queen  could  not  be  induced  to  give  her 
•onfent. 
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Englifl)  were  rendered  fenfible  of  their  temerity,  in  en« 
giging  under  fofh  infuperable  difad vantages.  The 
Sovereign,  a  new  (hip,  and  feveral  others  ftruok  in* 
(lantly  on  the  fands,  but  being  extricated,  ftood  far^ 
ther  out  to  Tea,  when  De  Wit,  difdaining  the  fecurity 
of  his  (lation,  bore  down  in  readinefs  for  a  fairer 
conteft,  which  was  begun  by  Bourne,  and  feconded  as 
gallantly  by  the  remainder  of  the  fleet.  A  Dutch 
man  of  war  attempting  to  board  the  Sovereign  was 
funk,  at  the  firil  broadfide ;  and,  foon  afterwards,  two 
other  (hips  (hared  the  fame  fate,  whilft  a  third  (the 
rear-admiral,)  was  taken  by  captain  Mildmay.  When 
De  Wit  perceived  that  a  fourth  veflel  had  been  blown 
up,  he  prepared  to  iheer  off,  and  was  purfued  by  the 
EngliHi  fleet,  until  the  dofe  of  evening.  At  day- 
break, they  continued  the  chace,  and  until  they  had 
failed  within  twelve  leagues  of  the  Dutch  (hore,  when, 
perceiving  that  the  adverfe  fleet  had  entered  Goree^ 
Blake,  and  his  brave  aflbciates,  returned  in  triumph 
to  the  Downs,  and  from  thence  into  the  harbour ; 
having  loft  nearly  three  hundred  men  ^'k).  Such  alfo 
appeared  the  number  of  the  wounded,  and  for  the  re- 
ception of  thefe,  the  parliament  (who  had  alreiady  fent 
letters  ^(  thanks  ,tp  the  admiral,  and  his  oflScers,) 
took  care  to  provide  hofpitals,  near  Deal,  and  Do- 
ver (/). 

On  this  occaHon,  the  Dutch  hiftprians  obferve  that 
none  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  States  were  loft. 
They,  notwithftanding,  admit  that  one  was  taken; 

but 


(I)  Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  545,  546. — Davies's  hif-' 
tory  of  the  civil  wars  of  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland,  p. 
330. — Ludlow's  Memoirs,  V.  i.  p.  426,  '427. — Coke's 
Deteftion,  V.  2.  p.  16. — Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admi- 
rals, V.  2.  p.  199. 

(/)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  327. 
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but  add  that  this  veflel,  being  afterwards  deferted,  wa» 
brought  fafely  into  the  harbour.    De  Wit  fairly  con- 
felled  the  lofs,  and  cliarged  it,  firft,  on  the  criminal 
behaviour  of  no  lefs  than  twenty  of  his  captains,  who 
withdrew  out  of  the  line  of  battle  {  and,  next,  on,  the 
falfe  intelligence  received  by  the.  States  ^  the  Engliih 
fleet,  being  more  numerous,  and  compofed  of  (hips  of 
greater  bulk  thai)  he  expeaed.    Thefe  excufes  were 
certainly  juft,  and  yet  the  popular  clamours  were  ex- 
erted fo  feverely  againft  the  admirals,  that  De  Ruyter 
became  deflrous  (>f  refigning  his  commiiEon,  and.D« 
AVit,  a  prey  to  grfef,  fell  into  a  dangerous,  and  lin- 
gering illnefs.    In  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  the  States, 
with  equal  prudenp;e,   and  refolution,    repaired,  and- 
augniented  their  fleet  to  eighty  fait,  the  command  of 
which  was  given  to  Van  Tromp,  who  (if  we  can  rely  on 
the  afler^iohs  of  (bme  hiflorians,)  was  reinilated  by 
the  intereft  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  from  which  po- 
tentate the  Hollanders  received,  on  this  condition,  a 
promife  of  being  fupplied  with  a  formidable  fquadron 
of  his  own  fli^ps  (m). 

This  prince  had  very  unadvifedly  engaged  himfelf 
ill  a  quarrel  with  the  parliament,  by  detaining  (at  the 
requeft  of  the  Dutch,)  a  fleet  of  twenty  Ejiglifh  (hips 
in  the  harbour  of  Copenhagen.  At  firft  he  pretended 
that  he  had  einbraced,  this  ineafure  from  a  regard  for 
their  own  fafety,  and,  (therefore,  commodore  Ball  was 
fent,  with  a  fquadron  of  eighteen  fail,  to  convoy  them 
home,  when  the  king  of  Denmark  declared  his  refolu- 
tion to  keep  them,  and  the  fear  which  he  was  under, 
for  the  coafequences  of  this  ftrange,  and  inconftderate 

ftep, 


(m)  Bafnaee.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies.  torn.  i.  p. 
260,  261.— -Le  Clerc.  Hiftoire  des  Provinces  Unies,  torn. 
2.  p.  323,  324.— — La  Vie  de  Ruyter,  partie  i.  p.  15.—^^ 
Cole's  Deteflion,  V.  ».  p.  16. 
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flep,  induced  him  to  offer  his  aflidatice  tJQ  thi6  DutchX 
This  circumllance  proved  favoufkbte  to  the  latter^  a^ 
the  Englifli  had  filled  their  ports  i^ith  prites  taken  jfrpii^ 
the  States,  who,  thus  feTerely*  iUffering,  were  eager' b 
avail  themfehres  of  the  affiftaoce  of  a  foreign  power, 
and,  in  ha(le»  direded  Tromp  to  fkil  with  the  men  of 
war,  for  the  purpofe  of  convoying  a  0eet  of  about 
three  hundred  merchantmtn  through  the  channel  {it). 
It  being  now  the  beginning  ot  November,  Blake, 
who  imagined  that  the  feafot^  of  aAien  was  pafTe'd, 
bad  detached  twenty  of  his  fliips  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  Newcaftle  colliers.    Twelve '^bre  were  fent  to 
Plymouth,  and  fifteen  retired  into  the  river,  in  order 
to  repair  the  damage  which  they  had  fuftained,  during 
a  ilorm.    Van  l^romp,  having  rec^eived  intelligence  of 
thefe  proceedings,  aiid  that  Blake  w^  attended  6hly 
by  thirty-feven    fhips,  moft  of  which    were    thinly 
manned,  refolved  to  attack  him  in  the  Pown^,  not  far 
from  the  place  where  he  had  enga^d  before  (0).    On 
the  twenty-ninth  of  November,  he  preifented  himfelf  be- 
fore the  Englifh  fleet,  and  Blake,  after  having  afTembled 
a  council  of  war,  refolved  to  commence  hoftifitres, 
notwithftanding-the  faperibr  numbers  of  thecnmiy; 
but,  the  wi»d  rifing,  he  was  obliged' to  defer  fighting^,' 
until  the  next  day,  previous  to  which  his  fhip  rode 
not  far  above  Dover-Road.     In  th'6  morning,  both 
fleets  plied  Weftward,  and  Blake  preferved  the  wea- 

.  '     .:'7>ther-gage. 

(«)  Whitlocke's  Memorials,  pw  545,  346.— Davics's  hif* 
tory  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  350 — Bates's  Elencus  Moiuum» 
part  a.  p.  1 74.— —Ludlow's  Memoirs,  V.  i.  p.  129. 
Manley's  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  p.  266. — Bafnage  An- 
nalcs  dcs  Provinces  Unies,  torn.  i.  p.  289,  290.-— — Neu- 
ville.  Hiftoire  dliollande,  torn.  1 3.  p.  68.— Campbeirs 
Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  200. 

(9)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  229»  230.-^— Ludlow's  Me- 
moirs, V.  2.  p.  437,  438. — ^Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Ad- 
mirals, V.  2.  p.  201. 
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ther-gage.  At  eleveni  the  fight  began  with  great 
fury,  but,  unfortunately,  only  half  of  the  fmall  fleet 
belonging  to  the  Englifli  could  proceed  to  adion.  The 
Triumph,  on  board  of  which  the  admiral  commanded, 
the  Vidory,  and  the  Vanguard,  fuftained  almoll  the 
whole  fit  c  of  the  enemy,  being  attacked  by  twenty 
men  of  war  at  once ;  yet  they  fought  until  the  dofe  of 
evening.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  battle,  the 
Bonaventure,  commanded  by  captain  Hookfton  ;  and 
the  Garland,  commanded  by  captain  Batten,  clapped 
Van  Tromp  aboard,  killed  his  fecretary,  and  purfei-,  by 
his  fide,  and  had  certainly  taken  his  Ihip,  if  they  had  not 
been  boarded  by  two  Dutch  flags,  in  confequence  of 
which,  after  the  deaths  of  the  captains,  both  the  Eng- 
lifh  vefTels  were  obliged  to  ftrike.  Blake,  who  beheld 
this  circumftance  with  indignation,  pulhed  fo  far  to 
their  relief  that  he  would  probably  have  fhared  the 
fame  fate,  if  the.  Vanguard,  and  Sapphire  had  not  effec- 
tually aflifted,  and,  at  length,  brought  the  Triumph 
clear  off  {p).  The  Hercules  wa^run  aftiore  during  the 
retreat ;  and,  unlefs  the  night  |iad  fheltered  them,  moft 
of  the  Ihips  that  came  to  a^ion  mud  have  been  loft ; 
but  taking  the  advantage  of  the  darknefs,  they  failed 
firft  to  Dover,  and  from  thence  into  the  river. 

Admiral  Van  Tromp,  having  remained  during  the 
fpace  of  at  leaft  a  day  within  the  Downs,  proceeded  to- 
wards Calais,,  took  part  of  the  Barbadoes  fleet,  toge- 
ther with  feveral  prizes,  and  then  failed  to  the  ifle  of 
Rhee,  bearing  a  broom  at  the  top-maflshead,  to  inti- 
mate that  he  would  fweep  the  Englifh  veflTels  from  the 
furface  of  the  narrow  feas  (^).    There  appears  not, 

how- 

(/)  Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  551. — Coke's  Deteftion, 
V.  2.  p.  16,    i7.-^Davies*s  hiftory  of  the  civil  wars,  p^ 

33o»  33»- 
(q)  Bafnaee.  Annales  des  Provinces  Uniea,  torn.  i.  p. 

261.— Le  Clerc.  Hiftoire  des  Provinces  Unies,  torn.  a.  p. 

5^24, 
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however,  fuch  reafon  for  boafting  as  the  Dutch  wri- 
ters would  fugge((.    Their  fleet  indeed  enjoyed  feveral 
advantages,  yet  they  bought  their  fuccefs  extremely 
dear,  one  of  their  beft  vefTels  being  blown  up,  and 
two  of  their  admiral-fhips  aknoft  intirely  dtfabled  (r). 
The  parliament  evinced  their  fleadiners  by  carefling 
Blake,  after  his  defeat,  and  appointing  him,  in  con- 
'  jundion  with  Deane,  and  Monk,  (heir  general  at  fea, 
for  the  enfuing  year.    In  order  that  the  navy  might 
the  more  fpeedily  be  manned,  they  ifliied  a  proclama- 
tion, offering  confiderable  rewards  to  fuch  as  entered 
themfelves  within  the  fpace  of  forty  days;  and  they 
alfo  increafed  the  wages  of  the  failors,  from  nineteen, 
to  twenty-four    (hillings,  a  month.      This  meafure 
was  attended  by  the  moft  falHtary  effefts,  and  previous 
to  the  expiration  of  fix  weeks,  a  large  armament  was 
in  readinefs  to  put  to  fea,  forty  (hips  having  been  Ra- 
tioned, with  Blake,  in  the  river,  and  twenty  more  at 
Portfmouth.    On  the  eleventh  of  February,  both  fleets 
joined  near  Beachy-Head,  and  thence,  admiral  Blake 
failed  overagainft  Portland,  where  he  lay  acrofs'the 
channel,  in  order  to  receive  Van  Tromp,  at  his  return. 
This  tranfadlon  aftoniihed  the  Dutch  admiral,  who 
did  not  conclude  it  pofltble  that  the  parliament  could, 
after  the  late  defeat,  have  equipped  a  naval  force,  fufli- 
ciently  numerous,  and  powerful,  to  oppofe  his  arma- 
ment, with  which,  attended  by  two  hundred,  and  fifty 
merchant-men,  under  convoy,  he  failed  up  the  chan- 
nel, and  found  Blake  fo  flationed  as  to  deprive  him  of 
the  power  of  avoiding  an  engagement.    The  Englifh, 
and  Dutch  hiftorlans  have  difl^ered  widely  in  their  ac- 
counts 


324,  325. — ^Neuville.     Hifloire  d'Hollande,  torn.  3.  p.  69, 
70  — Caiupbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  a.  p.  202. 

(r)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  330.— Coke's  Deteflion,  V.  2. 
p.  17.— «~Ecliard's  hiftory  of  England,  book  3.  cap.  1. 
p. -701. 
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counts  concerning  the  ftrength  of  their  refpedive 
fleets;  but  from  the  letters  of  the  admirals,  it  may 
be  inferred  that  they  were  nearly  equal,  each  amount- 
ihg  to  about  twenty  fail  (/). 

The  generals  Blake,  and  Deane,  were  both  on  board 
of  the  Triumph,  and,  with  twelve  (lout  (hips,  led  their 
fleet,  and  fell  in  firft  with  the  Dutch,  on  the  eighteenth 
of  February,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred, 
and  fifty-three,  at  about  eight  in  the  morning.     They 
were  moft  violently  a(rauUed  before  the  reil  of  the 
(hips  came  up,  although  gallantly  feconded  by  Lawfon, 
in  the  Fairfax,  and  Mildmay,  in  the  Vanguard.    On 
board  of  the  Triumph,  Blake  was  wounded  in  the  thigh, 
by  a  piece  of  iron  which  had  been  difcharged  from  a 
cannon,  and  which,  afterwards,    tore  the   coat,  and 
breeches  of  general  Deane.    Captain  Ball,  who  com- 
manded the  (hip,  was  (hot  dead,  and  fell  at  the  feet  of 
Blake.     His  fecretary,  Mr.  Sparrow,   was,  likcwife, 
killed,  whilft  he  was  receiving  orders.    Exclulive  of 
thcfe,  an  hundred  feamen  were  (lain,  and  moft  of  the 
reft  feverely  wounded.  The  Triumph  was  fo  extremely 
(battered  as  to  have  been  rendered  unable  to  bear  any 
condderable  part  in  the  a6:ion  of  the  two  fucceeding 
days  {t). 

On  board  of  the  Fairfax,  which  was  much  damaged, 

an  hundred  men  were  killed.     The  Vanguard  alfo  loft 

her  captain,  and   numbers  of  the  crew.     The  Prof- 

perous,  mounting  forty  guns,  was  boarded,  and  taken 

Vol.  IV.  X  by 


(s)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  46^1. 
— Davies's  hillory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  331.— Ludlo\/s 
Memoirs,  V.  2.  p.  439. — Coke's  Deteftion,  V.  2.  p.  17. 
— .Bafnage.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  Tom.  1.  p.  298. 
—Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  203. 

(/)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  335. — ^Whitlocke's  Memorials, 
p.  5  j;  I .— Echard. — Rapin. — Campbell . 
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by  De  Ruyter ;  but,  as  his  own  veffel  was,  in  that  mo- 
ment, boarded  by  art  Englilb  man  of  war,  captaiil 
Vcfey,  in  the  Merlin  firigate,  entered  the  Profperous, 
and  retook  her.  The  Afliftance,  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  fquadron,  was  difabled  at  the  commencement  of 
the  a£tion,  and  brought  off  to  Portfmouth,  whither  the 
Advice  quickly  followed  her,  being  no  longer  able  to 
keep  the  Tea.  Van  Tromp  who,  during  a  confiderable 
fpace  of  time,  engaged  Blake,  loft  moft  of  his  offi' 
cers,  and  his  (hip  was  fo  fhattered  as  to  become  unfit 
for  fervice.  De  Ruyter  loft  his  main,  and  fore-top- 
maft,  and  very  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken.  One 
Dutch  man  of  war  was  blown  up ;  (ix  more  were  ei- 
ther funk,  or  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli;  and 
the  rigging  of  thefe  was  fo  clotted  with  blood,  and 
brains,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  behold  them,  without 
horror  («). 

The  night  of  Friday  was  fpent  in  repairing  the  da- 
mages, and  making  the  neceffary  difpofition  for  a  fe- 
cond  engagement.  On  Saturday  morning,  the  enemy 
was  again  obferved,  feven  leagues  off  Weymouth,  whi- 
ther the  Engliih  plyed,  and  came  up  with  them  in  the 
afternoon,  about  three  leagues  to  the  north-weft  of 
the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Van  Tromp  had  drawn  his  fleet  to- 
gether, and  ranged  it  in  the  form  of  a  half-moon,  in- 
clofing  the  merchant-fhips  within  a  femi-circle,  and, 
in  that  pofition,  he  maintained  a  retreating  fight.  The 
Englilh  made  feveral  defperate  attacks,  ftriving  to 
breiik  through,  and  feize  the  merchantmen.  At  length, 
thefe  laft,  perceiving  that  De  Ruyter's  (hip,  feverely  da- 
maged, had  been  towed  out  of  the  fleet,  and  that  they 
could  no  longer  be  proteded,  made  ready  for  their  de- 
parture, 

(w)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  337. — Bafnage.  Annales  des 
Provinces  Unics,  V.  i.  p.  300. — Le  Clerc.  Tom.  2.  Liv. 
13 — Ncuville,  torn.  z.  Liv.  lo.  chap.  10. 
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]^ar(ure>  and,  in  order  that  they  might  fail  with  greater 
expedition,  cad  a  eonfiderable  part  of  their  cargo  into 
the  fea.  From  the  letter  written  by  Blake,  we  learii 
that  the  engagement  laded  during  the  whole  night, 
and  that  eight  men  of  war^  and  fourteen  merchant'^ 
ihips  were  taken  from  the  enemy  {x). 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  Dutch  were  near  Boulogne, 
and  the  battle  was  renewed,  although  no  material  ad- 
vantages were  gained  by  either  party.  Van  Tromp 
had:  flieered  ofF>  in  the  dark,  with  his  merchantmen, 
to  Calais  Sands,  where  he  anchored,  that  day,  ^th  for- 
ty fail.  Availing  himfelf  of  favourable  winds,  and  of 
the  tides,  he  proceeded  homewards,  the  Engliih  fleet 
purfuing,  but  flowly ;  for  Blake,  although  he  did  not 
fear  his  adverfaries,  yet  judged  it  prudent  to  avoid  their 
ihallow  coafts.  The  captains  Lawfon,  Marten,  and 
Graver,  notwithdanding  took,  each,  a  Dutch  (hip  of 
war,  and  Penn  feized  feveral  of  their  merchantmen^ 
On  thv?  whole.  Van  Tromp,  and  his  aflbciates  triumphed 
at  the  clofe  of  the  fird  engagement,  were  deprived, 
during  the  fecond  day,  of  thofe  advantages  which  they 
had  gained,  and,  in  the  third  action,  were  expofed  to  an 
abfolute  defeat.  Although  their  own  accounts  make 
mention  but  of  nine,  yet  it  is  certain  that  they  lod  ele- 
ven men  of  war,  and  thirty  merchantmen,  and  that 
fifteen  hundred  men  were  killed,  and  an  equal  number 
wounded.  The  Englifh  preferved  their  whole  fleet* 
except  the  Sampfon,  which,  being  difabled,  was  deiert- 
ed  by  captain  Button,  and  the  crew,  and,  foon  after- 
wards, funk.  The  number  of  men  lod  was  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  the  Dutch  (j^). 

X  2  u 


{x)  Davies's  hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  531.— Coke** 
Detedlion,  V.  2.  p.  17. — Campbell's  Live*  of  the  Admirals, 
V,  2.  p.  205. 

(y)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  335. — Bafnage.  Annales  des 
Provinces  Unies,  lom.  i.  p.  301  —La  Viede  Ruyter,  V.  i. 

p.  2%, 
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It  is  remarkable  that,  in  this  fight,  Blake,  who  had 
been  long  a  land  officer,  made  ufe  of  a  large  body  of 
fbldiers,  whofe  bravery,  and  good  condu6t,  anfwered 
his  mod  fanguine  expedations  $  yet  it  is  obferved  that 
this  precedent  will  only  ferve  for  wars  fimiiar  to  that 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  when  the  troops,  not  fuf" 
fered  to  languifh  in  inactivity,  were  called  to  battle 
almoft  from  the  moment  that  they  arrived  on  board. 
The  nation  contributed  with  equal  chearfulnefs,  and 
liberality,  to  the  relief  of  the  wounded  feamen ;  and 
the  DuJIh,  on  their  fide,  rewarded  Van  Tromp,  yet 
not  beyond  his  merit,  for  the  gallantry  which  he  had 
difplayed(z).  '* 

Meanwhile,  the  naval  force  in  the  ^erviee  of  the 
parliament,  proved  lefs  fortunate  in  the  Streights,  where 
an  Englifh,  and  a  Dutch  fquadron  lay  tc^ether  in  the 
road  to  Leghorn.  An  adion  iiappened  there  which 
deferves  to  be  related,  as  it  will  diiV:over  as  much  true 
bravery,  and  maritime  fkill  in  the  Englifh  officers  as 
ever  rendered  a  viftory  confpicuous.  It  is  the  pro- 
vince of  an  htflorian  to  celebrate  nnerit  rather  than 
fuccefs  {a).  i 

Commo- 

p.  22,  23,  24,  2$t  $6t  27,  28,  29,  30.— midland's  Merctt- 
rius  Van  Het  Jaar.  1653.  p.  44. 

(z)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  3^5. The  States  prefented 

Van  Tromp  with  a  gold  chain,  valued  at  two  thoofand 
guilders.  Evertfon,  and  De  Ruyter  were  gratified  with 
fifteen  hundred  guilders  each,  and  lefs  gratuuies  were  be- 
ftowed  on  other  officers.— Whitlocke's  Memorials,  p.  553. 
(a)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V  2.  p.  206. 
The  Engli/h  fquadron  under  commodore  Af>pleton  con- 
fiiled  of  fix  fhips,  the  names,  and  force  of  which,  were  as 
follow : 

Ships.  Guns.  Men. 

The  Leopard  5^  i8o 

Bonaventure  44  1 50 

Sampfon  36  90 

The 
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Commodore  Appleton,  being  at  anchor  near  the 
Dutch,  availed  himfelf  of  the  advantages  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  fent  three  boats,  manned  with  refolute  Tea- 
men, and  commanded  by  captain  Cox,  for  the  purpofe 
of  recovering  the  ihip  Phoenix,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  Englifli,  in  the  adion  near  Elba,  and  which, 
at  this  time,  made  a  part  of  the  fquadron  belonging 
to  the  enemy.  On  the  twenty-fixth  of  November, 
the  year,  one  thoufand,  Hx  hundred,  and  fifty-two,  the 
Phcenix  was  boarded  by  the  Englifli,  when  the  Dutch 
were  fo  furprized  that  they  made  but  little  refiftance, 
and  young  Van  Tromp,  who  commanded  her,  was 
forced  to  leap  into  the  water,  to  avoid  being  taken. 
This  aOtion  was  performed  with  fuch  expedition  that, 
before  the  Dutch,  who  lay  next  to  her,  were  well  ap- 
prized of  what  had  happened,  fhe  was  conveyed  off. 
The  great  duke  of  Tufcany,  when  informed  of  the  par- 
ticulars, declared  that  the  enterprize  was  a  violation 
of  the  neutrality  of  that  port,  and  ordered  the  Englifli 
either  to  reftore  the  Phoenix,  or  to  depart  immediately. 
To  depart  was  dangerous ;  for.  Van  Galen,  with  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  in  thofe  Teas,  confiding 
of  fjxteen  men  of  war,  a  fire-fliip,  and  feveral  flout 
merchantmen,  (the  crews  of  which  were  offered  a 
fliare  of  the  booty,  if  they  would  engage,)  lay  ready, 
before  the  harbour,  to  intercept  them  {b), 

X  3  The 


Guns. 
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60 

30 
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-  .  .   -7o 

Ships. 

The  Levant-Merchant 

Pilgrim 

Mary 

(h)  Whitlockc's  Memorials,  p.  552.— Coke's  Deteftion, 

V.  2.  p.  i6.-«Manley's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  269. 

—Heath's  Chronicle,  p.   330,  331. — The  grand-duke,  by 

his  letters,  of  the  feventh,  and  ninth  of  December,  in  the 

year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-two,  and  more  at 

large 
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The  Englifh  rather  chofe  to  run  all  hazards  than  to 
deliver  up  the  (hip.  With  this  refolution,  they  im- 
mtdiately  fent  advice  to  comniodore  Bodley,  who 
lay  at  the  ifland  of  Elba,  with  two  men  of  war,  a 
fire-fhip,  and  four  merchantmen  which  were  in  the 
former  engagement  with  Van  Gaten.  It  was  fopn  af<T 
terwards  agreed  between  the  two  commanders  that 
Bodiey,  with  his  fmall  fquadron  (although  unfit  for 
adion,  partly  from  the  lofs  of  men  in  the  late  fight, ' 
and  partly  on  account  of  the  merchant-fhips,  under 
their  convoy,  which  were  laden  with  fifteen  hundred 
Bales  of  filk,  and  other  valuable  goods,)  fhould  ap- 
pear about  the  time  fixed  upon,  within  fight  of 
Leghorn,  in  order  to  amufe  the  Dutch,  and  thereby, 
if  poflible,  to  draw  them  from  before  the  harbour, 
and  thus  open  a  paffage  for  Appleton  to  efcape.     Pur- 

'    '•  fuant 


large,  by  Signer  Almeric  Salvetti,  his  minifter  in 
complained  loudly  of  the^  violation  of  his  port,  ar 


England, 
and  the  be- 
haviour of  Appleton  qn  the  pccafion,  and  infifted  on  a  pro- 
per fatisfadtioh.  The  parliament  v/ere  fo  highly  offended 
at  the  mifcondudl  of  the  commodore,  that  they  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  the  council  of  ftate,  who  fent  immediate  or- 
ders to  him  to  return  hqnie  by  land,  without  the  leaft  delay. 
They  alfo  wrqte  a  n^oft  obliging  ^nfwer  to  the  grand  dv^e 
which  bedrs  date  on  the  fourteenth  of  the  fame  month,  and 
which  they  difpatched  on  purpofe,  by  an  exprefs,  teftify- 
ing  their  great  concern  at  the  event,  and  afluring  him  that 
fuch  a  courfe  fhould  be  taken  with  the  commodore,  a$ 
would  fufHciently  manifefl:  to  all  the  world  that  they  could 
not  lefs  brook  thr  violation  of  his  right,  than  the  infringe- 
ment of  their  own  authority,  which  had  beeen  trampled 
upon,  in  this  inilance,  contrary  to  thofe  repeated  commands 
yi  their  chief  officers,  and  captains  arriying  in  his  ports, 
which  was  tp  far^ry  themfelyes  with  ^he  molt  refpeftful  oh- 
fervance  poffilijle,  And,  relatively  to  the  ihip  Phoenix,  they 
promifed  that  after  an  audience  granted  to  Appleton,  and  a 
farther  conference  with  the  Tufcdn  refident,  they  will  pro- 
nounce fuch  a  lentence  as  fhall  be  agreeable  to  juftice,  and 
Equity.— Camphell's  Liyes  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  208. 
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Aiant  to  this  agreement,  Bodiey,  on  the  fecond  of 
March,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and 
fifty-three,  arrived  within  fight  of  the  place.  On 
the  third,  he  caufed  three,  or  four  of  his  bed  failers 
to  approach  the  enemy,  who  were  (lationed  before  the 
port  $  whereupon  the  whole  fquadron  (as  was  ex- 
peded,)  flood  out  to  Tea,  and  gave  them  chace.  In 
the  moment  that  Appleton  obferved  this  proceeding,  he 
weighed  anchor,  and  got  under  fail ;  but  his  operations 
were  too  rapid,  and  the  Dutch,  fufpeding  his  defign, 
immediately  gave  over  the  chace,  and,  tacking  about, 
fell  upon  the  fquadron,  with  nine  of  their  men  of 
war,  whilft  the  reft  obferved  the  motions  of  Bodiey. 

At  the  firft  encounter,  an  unfortunate  (hot,  from 
the  (hip  commanded  by  Van  Galen,  fet  fire  to  the  Bo- 
naventure,  which,  blew  up,  although  not  unrevenged, 
for,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ball  of  the  piece  difcharged 
by  one  of  the  Englilh,  on  board  of  the  laft  veiTel, 
ihattered  the  leg  of  Van  Galen  fo  feverely,  that  he  ex- 
pired, foon  afterwards.  Meanwhile,  Appleton  was  at- 
tacked by  two  of  the  Hollanders  at  once,  againft  whom 
he  maintained  a  clofe  fight,  during  five  hours,  with 
fuch  refolution,  that  both  the  Dutch  (hips  were,  at 
length,  fo  difabled,  that  they  fcarcely  fired  a  (hot.  Van 
Galen  employed  the  laft  remains  of  life  in  attempts 
to  aftift  his  fquadron,  and  was  in  great  danger  from 
a  fire-(hip  belonging  to  the  divifion  iinder  the  ^otpr 
mand  of  Bodiey. 

At  this  jun^ure,  the  Hollanders  who  were  engaged 
with  Appleton,  being  reinforced  by  another  (hip,  re- 
newed the  attack  with  greater  vigour.  Several  Dutch 
hiftorians  have  remarked  that  Appleton,  perceiving 
himfelf  opprefTed  by  fuch  unequal  numbers,  after 
having  made  all  po(rible  refiftance,  ran  down,  and 
would  have  blown  up  his  (hip,  but  that,  being  hin" 
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dcrcd  by  his  fcamen,  he  was  obliged  to  yield.  The 
young  Van  Tromp,  attacking  the  Sampfon,  was  beaten 
ofF,  after  a  deipcrate  engagement,  but  the  Sampfon 
was  foon  afterwards  burnt  by  a  fire-ihip.  The  Le- 
vant Merchant  being  encountered  by  one  of  the  vef- 
fels  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  beat  her  off,  and 
ftranded  her.  But,  being  9t  length  taken,  together 
with  the  Pilgrim,  (which  had  loft  her  main»  Mid 
mizen-mafts  in  the  fight,)  the  Mary,  left  alone, 
efcaped,  and  joined  the  neareft  (hips  in  the  (quadroHj, 
under  the  command  of  Bodley.  Thu$  ended  the  en- 
gagement (f). 

Adhering  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  we  muft 
remind  the  reader  that  before  we  can  regularly  return 
to  the  events  of  the  war  nearer  home,  it  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  take  iiotice  of  thr  great  change  made  in 
the  civil  government,  by  Cromwell,  who,  pn  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  in  the  year  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred, 
and  fifty-three,  entered  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
djflblved  the  parliament,  by  force  {d)»  The  hifto- 
rian  {e)  remarks  that  the  adion,  ftupendous  in  itfelf, 
appears  to  have  ftricken  top  many  of  our  own,  and  of 
foreign  writers  with  a  want  of  difcernment. 

Ho 


(r)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  337.— -Whitlocke's  Memorials, 
p.  551,  5Sf.  553.— Bafnage.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies. 
This  writer  informs  us  that  the  body  of  admiral  Van 
Galen  was  tranfported  into  Holland,  and  buried  at  Arofter- 
dam,  where  a  ,  magnificent  monument  was  ereded  to  hi$ 
memory,  at  the  expence  of  the  ftates. 

(d)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  478. 
—Ludlow's  Memoirs,  V.  2.  p.  456.— -Whrtlocke's  Memo- 
rials, p.  S54.-rBates's  Elencus  Motuum,  part  i.  p.  161. — 
Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  367. — Dugdale's  fhort 
view  of  the  troubles  of  England,  p.  405.— — Bulftrode's 
Memoirs,  p.  194. 

{e)  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  210. 
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He  adds,  that  they  attributed  to  Cromwell  whatfo- 
cver  was  done  after  the  murder  of  the  king ;  and  the 
Dutch  hiftorians  particularly  impute  this  war  to  him, 
and,  ^mongft  other  reafons  for  his  diflblving  the  parlia- 
ment, make  this  to  have  been  one;  that  he  fufpeded 
that  they  were  inclined  to  peace  ^/^,  whereas,  in  truth, 
two  governments  were  never  lefs  alike,  than  thofe  of  the 
parliament,  and  the  protedor.  The  former  aded 
upon  national  principles;  the  latter  from  private 
views.  The  Dutch  war  was  the  war  of  the  parlia- 
ment, begun  upon  the  old  quarrel,  which  Charles 
vrould  have  profecuted,  had  he  enjoyed  the  power.  It 
muft  be  confefled  that  Cromwell  carried  on  the  war» 
but  it  was  only  until  he  could  make  fnch  a  peace  as 
ferved  his  purpofes ;  and  the  noble  hiftorian  hath  juftly 
remarked  that  it  was  the  proceeding  of  the  parliament, 
who  perfifted  in  carrying  on  the  war,  which  coiq- 
pelled  Cromwell  to  a6b  fopner  than  he  would  have  done, 
from  a  forefight  that  if  they  once  conquered  their  fo- 
reign enemies,  they  would  not  fp  eafily  j?^  overturned 
at  home,  by  their  own  creatures  {g). 

It  is  granted  that  the  Dutch  did  not  inftantly  receive 
any  great  benefit  from  the  fqdden  revolution,  but  let 
us  remark  that  the  chief  officers  of  the  fleet  concurred 
in  the  meafure.  The  government  of  the  parliament 
(howfoever  their  authority  might  have  been  acquired,) 
was  a  government  of  order,  and  of  laws ;  the  go- 
vernment of  the  general,  who  became  afterwards  pro- 

tedor. 


(f)  Bafnage.  Annales  dcs  Provinces  Vnies,  V,  i.  p.  303. 
This  fame  error  runs  through  all  the  Dutch  hiftorians. 

(g)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  (V.  6.  p.  A64.) 
where  he  proves  that  Cromwell  was  never  heartily  inclined 
to  the  Dutch  war,  and  (p.  4;j6)  where  he  inveftisates  the 
caufes  which  haftened  him  in  the  execution  of  his  pro- 
jeft. 


pro- 
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protedor,  was  intirely  miliary.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, a  matter  of  furprize  that  both  the  navy,  and 
the  army  were  fatjsiied  with  hi&  condud  (A).  From 
this  change  of  adminidration,  the  enemy  derived 
fome  advant^iges.  Van  Tromp  convoyed  4  large  fleet 
of  merchantmen  to  the  North  (for  they  were  now 
forced  to  follow  thdt  paifage,  rather  than  fail  along 
the  channel,)  and,  although  the  Englifli  fleet  cha(ied 
him  to  the  heighth  of  Aberdeen,  yet  it  anfwered 
DO  purpofe^  and  he  not  only  eluded  their  purfuit, 
but  returned  in  fafety  to  the  Downs,  taking  feveral 
prizes,  and  next,  difcharging  his  ordnance  againft 
Pover  Caftle  (/).  This  fcene  of  triumph  laded  but 
ft  fingle  week,  Van  Tromp  arrived  before  the  lad 
place,  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  May,  and,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  month,  received  intelligence  of  the 
approach  of  Monk,  and  Deane,  with  the  (quadrons 
under  their  coipmand,  confiding  ^11  together  of  ninety- 
five  fail  of  men  of  war,  and  five  fire-ihips  {k).  The 
Putch  armament  amounted  to  ninety-eight  men  of 
war,  and  fix  firerihips ;  and,  at  the  head  of  both 
Beets,  were  oflficers  the  mod  celebrated  for  condu£t, 
^ind  refolution,  in  either  navy,  fo  that  it  was  generally 
conceived  that  an  engagement  mud  proye  decidve, 

In 


(h)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  339,  340.— rWarwick's  Me- 
nioirs  compared  with  Whitlocke.— Cromwell  received  the 
mod  flattering  addreflies  from  almod  every  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  when  he  diflblved  (he  parliament ;  but  no 
perfons  appeared  more  cordial  in  their  congratulations,  or 
profeflTed  greater  fubmiflion  than  the  ofiicers  of  the  army, 
and  Navy. — Da-ies's  hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  333. — 
Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  21 1 . 

(i)  Clarendon's  hidory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6-  p.  487.^— 
pavies's  hiftory  of  the  Civil  Ws^rs,  p.  336.— fWhitlocke's 
jVIemorials,  p.  5  $6,  557. 

{k)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  334. 
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In  the  morning  of  the  fecond  of  June,  the  Englilh 
approached,  and,  injmediately,  with  great  fury,  at- 
tacked the  enemy.    The  adion  began  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  the  (irft  broadfide  from  the  Dutch  carried 
off  the  gallant  admiral  Deane,  whofe  body  was  almoft 
cut  in  two  by  a  chain-lhot.     Monk,  with  great  pre- 
fence  of  mind,  caft  his  cloak  over  the  body ;   and, 
on  this  occafion,    appeared   the    wifdom   of  having 
both  admirals  on   board  of  the  fame  (hip(/);  for, 
as  no  flag  w^is  taken  in,  the  fleet  did  not  receive  the 
lead  notice  of  the  accident,  but  the  fight  continued 
with  the  fame  warmth  as  if  it  had  not  happened.     The 
blue  fquadron  charged  through  the  enemy,  and,  once, 
rear-admiral  Lawfon  was  on  the  point  of  taking  the 
ihip  commanded  by  the  Dutch  ofRctr,  De  Ruyter. 
Even  after  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  own  (hip,  he 
funk  another,    (carrying    forty- two  guns,)    the  cap- 
tain of  which  was  named   Buller.     The  adion  con- 
tinued very  hot,  until  three  o'clock,  when  the  Dutch 
fell  into  great  confufion,  and  Van  Tromp  w^s  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  of  maintaining  a  kind  of  running  fight, 
until  nine  in  the  evening,  at  which  time  a  powerful 
yeffel^  commanded  by  G>rnelius  Van  Velfen,  blew  i|p. 
This    calamity    increafed   the  cpnfterns^tion    of  the 
Hollanders ;  and,  although  Van  Tromp  ufed  every  me- 
thod in  his  power  to  oblige  the  pfficers  to  do  their 
duty,  and  even  fired  on  fuch  (hips  a»  drew  out  of  the 
line,  his  proceedings  feryed  rather  to  augment,  than 
lefTen    their    defeaion.     In    t^e    night-time,  Blake 
joined  the  Engli(h  fleet,  with  a  fquadron  of  eighteen 
(hips,  and  thus  bore  ^  part  in  the  adjon  of  the  fe- 
cond day  {m). 

On 


(/)  Gumble's  Life  of  general  Monk.— fCampbeirs  Lives 
of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  212. 

(m)  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  487. 
iwWhitlocke's  Memorial,  p.  557.-^- — Ludlow's  Memoirs, 
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On  the  morrow.  Van  Tromp  embraced  every  mea- 
fure,  confident  with  his  honour,  to  avoid  engaging, 
but,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon,  the  Engiifh  fleet  ap- 
proached,  and  attacked  the  Hollanders  with  great  fury. 
During  the  fpace  of  four  hours,  the  battle  laded 
without  intermiflion  ;  and  vice-admiral  Penn  boarded 
Van  Tromp  twice,  and  had  taken  him,  if  he  had  not 
been  feafonably  relieved  by  De  Wit,  and  De  Ruyter, 
At  length,  the  Dutch  fell  again  into  confufion,  and  an 
abfolute  flight  enfued,  when  they  fought  a  (helter  on 
the  flat  coaft  of  Newport,  from  whence,  with  great 
diflnculty,  they  ^fcaped  to  Zealand.  From  the  ac- 
counts of  our  own  hiftorians,  we  learn  that  fix  of  the 
bed  (hips  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  were  funk,  two 
blown  up,  and  eleven  taken ;  and  that  fix  alfo  of 
their  principal  captains,  and  upwards  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  were  made  prifoners.  Amongft  the  (hips, 
was  a  vice,  and  two  rear-admirals  (;i).  The  Dutch 
writers,  indeed,  confeft  only  to  the  lofs  of  eight  men 
of  war.    On  the  fide  of  the  Englifli,  the  fole  officers 

of 


V.  2.  p.  466.-^Coke's  Detection,  V.  t-  P-  34.r-^Davies's 
hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars,  p.  337. — Monk's  letter,  printed 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  parliament,  called  by  the  autho-> 
rity  of  general  Cromwell,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fl^ 
hundred,  and  fifty-three,  p.  27.— !-Thurloe's  State  Papers, 
V.  I.  p.  269. 

(»)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  345. —^ir  Philip  Warwick's 
Memoirs,  p.  366.-^Manley's  hiltory  of  the  Rebellion,  p. 
267.-?*Bates's  Elencus  Motuum,  part  z.-r-Gumble's  Life 
of  Monk,  p.  60,  61.  J  See  Van  Tromp's  letter  to  the 
States,  in  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  V.  i.  p.  270.— j^onfult 
alfo  letters  fent  by  the  States,  to  their  minifters,  at  foreign 
courts,  and  dated  firom  the  Hague,  on  the  fixteenth  of 
June,  in  the  year,  one  thoufand,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty- 
three.  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  p.  273.— Mercurfus  Poli- 
ticus,  No.  158.  p.  2516,  25i7."!^Echard,  p.  705,. — Ken- 
nett,  V.  3.  p.  208. — Rapin.— -Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Ad- 
mirals, V.  2.  p.  214. 
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of  diftindion  (lain  w  ere  admiral  Deane,  and  one  cap* 
.  tain.     Of  the  private  men,  but  few  fell,  and  not  a 
ihip  was  miifing }   fo  that  a  more  compleat  vidory 
could    fcarcely  be  obtained,    or,    perhaps,    defired. 
Be  it,  alfo,  obferved  that  the  (hips  belonging  to  the 
enemy  were  now  blocked  up  in  their  ports,  and  that 
the  approach  of  a  formidable,  and  adverfe  fleet   had 
this  farther  bad  confequence,  that  it  excited  domeftic 
tumults.    It  cannot,  therefore,  appear  extraordinary 
that  the  Dutch,  whilft  under  fuch  circumftances,  fent 
ambafladors    into    England,    to    negotiate    a  peace, 
on  any  terms  (0).      Thefe  Cromwell  received  with 
great    haughtinefs,    addrefTed  them   in   high  terms; 
and  aflumed  to  himfelf  the  reputation  of  former  vic- 
tories, in  which  he  bore  but  an  inconfiderable  part, 
but  which,  at   this  jundure,   he,  with  deep  policy, 
converted  to  his  own  advantage  {p). 

The  States  were,  notwithAanding,  far  from  trufting 
intirely  to  negociatlons,  but,  at  the  period  when  they 
treated,  laboured,  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  to  repair 
their  pad  loiTes,  and  to  equip  a  new  fleet.  This  talk 
was  extremely  difficult ;  and,  in  order  to  effeft  it,  they 

were 

(0)  Bafnase.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  V.  i .  p.  308, 
309.— ^Le  Clerc.  Annales  Hiftoriques  des  Provinces  Unies, 
torn.  2.  Liv.  13.— Neuville.  Hiftoire  d'Hollande,  torn.  3. 
Liv.  10.  chap.  1 1,  12.— -La  Vic  dc  Ruyter,  part  i.  p.  30. 
-—Innumerable  letters,  in  the  iirft  volume  or  the  State  Pa- 
pers, collefted  by  Thurloe,  defcribe  the  great  uneafinef^ 
which  the  Dutch  were  under,  when  they  perceived  their 
ports  blocked  up  ;  and  they  iikewife  contain  accounts  of  po- 
pular tumults,  the  confequences  of  this  event,  and  of  the 
great  pains  taken  by  the  minifter  from  the  States  in  Eng- 
land, for  the  purpofe  of  accompli/King  the  conclufion  ofa 
peace.  See  p.  293,  294,  295.  307.  315,  316,  317,  318. 
32A.  340,  341. 

(/)  Clarendon's  hiilory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6.  p.  487, 
488.  Bafna?c.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  V.  i.  p.  31 1. 
Canipbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  215. 
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were  forced  to  raife  the  wages  of  the  feamen,  althou^ 
their  commerce  was  at  a  full  (lop.  They  came  dowif 
in  perfon  to  their  forts,  faw  their  men  embark,  paid 
them  previous  to  their  entrance  into  the  fervice,  and 
promifed  that  if  they  would  engage  once  more,  they 
never  (hould  be  deilred  to  alfift  again  {q). 

Yet  even  thefe  meafures  would  fcarcely  have  proved 
Aiccefsfui,  if  the  indefatigable  attention  of  De  Witt,  in 
the  equipment  of  the  newly-conftrufted  veflels,  and 
the  (kill,  vigilance,  and  liberality  of  Van  Tromp  (who, 
whilft  he  repaired  the  old  (hips,  by  order  of  the  States, 
gave  every  bounteous  encouragement  to  the  Teamen,) 
had  not  contributed  more  than  any  circumftance  what- 
foever  to  the  fetting  out  of  a  frefh  ileet»  in  the  latter 
end  of  July,  confiding  of  more  than  ninety  ihips  ;  a 
warlike  preparation^  which  t|ien  excited  wonder,  and 
now  is  fcarcely  credible.    Thefe  were  victualled  for  five 
months,  and  intended  by  the  States  to  block  up  the 
Englifli  ports,  and,  thus,  oblige  the  fquadrons  of  a  pow- 
erful enemy  to  retire  from  the  harbours  of  the  Dutch. 
Yet  it  was  refolved  that  Van  Tromp  fhould  fail  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Texel,  where  De  Ruytcr,  with  twenty- 
five  fail  of  powerful  fnips,  was  (hut  in  by  the  Englilh 
fleet,  in  order  to  try  if  they  might  not  be  provoked 
to  leave  their  flation,  and  give  the  Dutch  fquadron  an 
opportunity  of  coming  out  (r). 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  in  the  year,  one  thou- 
land,  fix  hundred,  and  fifty-three,  the  Dutch  fleet  ap- 
peared 

(^)  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  346. — Thurloe's  State  Papers, 
V.  I.  p.  301.  307.  325.  367. 

(r)  Bafnage.  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  torn.  i.  p. 
308.  31Z.— Le  Clerc.  Hiftoire  des  Provinces  Unies,  torn. 

2.  Liv.   13.  p.  334.— 7Ncuville.  Hiftoire  d'Hollande,  ton*. 

3.  chap.  1 3. -—Clarendon's  hlftory  of  the  Rebellion,  V.  6. 
p.  488. — Thurloe's  State-Papers,  V.  i.  p.  359.  364.  392. 
-p-Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  V.  2.  p.  216. 
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peared  in  Tight  of  the  English,  who  exerted  every  en- 
deavour for  the  purpofe  of  engaging  them,  but.  Van 
Tromp,  having  in  view  the  releafe  of  De  Wit,  rather 
than  a  battle,  remained  at  fo  confiderable  a  diftance 
that  it  was  feven  at  night  before  General  Monk,  in  the 
Refolution,  and,  attended  by  about  thirty  (hips  of  differ- 
ent rates,  came  up  with  him,  and  charged  through  his 
whole  fleet.  As  it  grew  dark  foon  afterwards,  all  hof- 
tilities  ceafed  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  Monk 
failing  to  the  South,  and  Van  Tromp  to  the  Northward, 
which  laft  motion  not  being  fufpefbed  by  the  Engliih, 
he  not  only  joined  the  fquadron  commanded  by  De 
Wit,  but  obtained  the  Weather-Gage  (/).  The  day 
following  proved  hazy,  and  tempeftuoas,  nor  was  it 
poflible,  whilft  the  waves  were  violently  agitated  by 
the  wind,  that  the  fleets  could  not  come  to  adion.  The 
Englifh,  in  particular,  found  it  difficult  to  avoid  run- 
ning on  the  coafls  belonging  to  the  enemy  (/). 

On  Sunday,  the  thirty-firft  of  July,  the  weather  be- 
came favourable,  and  the  Engliih,  and  Dutch  engaged 
with  great  fury.  The  battle  lafted  during,  at  leafl, 
eight  hours,  and  was  more  violently  fought  than  any 
throughout  the  whole  war.  The  Dutch  fire-fhips 
were  managed  with  great  dexterity,  and,  by  them, 
many  of  the  large  velTels  in  the  Englifh  fleet  were  in 
the  utmoft  danger  of  periihing.  The  Triumph  was  fo 
effe^ually  fired  that  mofl:  of  her  company  caft  them- 
felves  into  the  Tea ;  and  yet  thofe  few  who  remained  on 
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board  were  To  fortunate  as  to  extinguiih  the  flames 
(tt).  Lawfon  violently  attacked  De  Ruyter,  killed,  and 
wounded  more  than  half  of  his  men,  and  fo  difabled  his 
ihip  that  it  was  towed  out  of  the  fleet ;  yet  the  admi- 
ral did  not  quit  the  fcene  of  adion,  but  returned  in  a 
galliot,  and  went  on  board  of  another  fhip.  About 
noon.  Van  Tromp  was  (hot  through  the  body^  by  a 
mufltet-ball,  as  he  was  giving  orders  {x).  This 
event  miferably  difcouraged  his  countrymen,  and,  at 
two  o^clock,  they  retreated,  in  great  confuilon,  hav- 
ing but  one  flag  hoifled  in  the  whole  fleet.  The 
lighted  of  the  Englifli  frigates  purfued  them  clofely, 
until  the  Dutch  admiral,  perceiving  that  they  were 
fmall,  and  of  no  great  force,  turned  his  helm,  and  re- 
folved  to  engage  them,  wheh  fome  larger  ihips  bore 
down  to  their  afliftance,  and  he  was  taken  {y).  When 
the  fcattered  fleet,  in  the  fervice  of  the  States,  had  re- 
covered the  Texel,  the  night  was  confiderably  advanced. 
The  Englifh  fearing  the  flats,  rode  warily  at  the  dif- 
lance  of  fix  leagues. 

This  vidiory,  althoug  it  proved  a  fatal  diminution 
of  the  naval  force  of  Holland,  was  not  attended  by  a 
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(«)  Clarendon.— Whitlocke.— -Sir  Philip  Warwick's  Me- 
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lofs  ;  but^  from  better  intelligence,  it  appeared  that  four 
of  the(e  had  efcaped;  tWp  into  a  port  of  Zealand,  and 
two  into  Hamburgh.  Their  lofs,  however,  was  very 
great :  five  captains  were  taken  prifoneri,  and  between 
four  and  five  thoufand  men  killed,  twenty-H^c  (hips  of 
war  either  burnt  or  funk.  On  the  fide  of  the  Englifh 
there  were  two  fhips  only,  viz.  the  Oak  and  the  Hunter 
frigate  burnt,  fix  captains,  and  upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred feameh  killed^  There  Vvere  alfo  fix  captains^ 
and  about  eight  hundred  private  men  wounded.  Th6 
Dutch  writers;  difpute  many  of  thefe  points,  and  fome 
of  them  will  tiot  allow  that  they  loft  above  nine  (hips. 
The  contrary  of  this,  however,  appears  from  <ie  Witte*s 
letter  to  the  ftates,  whereih  he  owns  maily  more  ;  ^on- 
feiles,  he  had  made  a  very  precipitate  rdtreat,  for  which 
he  afTigps  t'xro  reafons  ;  iirft,  that  the  bed  of  their  fhips 
were  nriiferably  (battered,  ^nd  next,  that  many  of  his 
officers  had  behaved  like  poltrons< 

Some  very  lingular  cirCumflances  att^nd^d  this  Victory* 
Thefe  wefe  feveral  merchant-men  in  the  fleet,  .and 
Monk,  finding  occafion  to  employ  them,  thought  pro- 
per to  fend  their  Captains  to  each  bther's  fhips,  in  order 
to  take  off  their  concern  for  their  Owtiers  vef?els  and 
cargoes )  a  fcheme  which  anfwered  his  purpofe  well,  no 
fhips  iti  the  fleet  behaving  better.  He  had  Hkewife  o1)- 
ferved,  that  in  mod  engagements  much  time  and  many 
opportunities  wefe  loft,  by  taking  (hips  and  fending 
them  into  harbour ;  and  eonfidering  that  ftill  greater  in- 
conveniencies  mufl  arife  from  their  nearnefs  to  the  ene- 
my's coaft,  and  diftance  from  their  own,  he  ifllied  his 
orders  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  that  they  fhould 
not  either  give  or  take  quarter ;  which,  however,  were 
ftot  fo  ftri^ly  obfefvdd,  but  that  twelve  hundred  Dutch- 
men were  taken  out  of  the  fea,  while  their  fhips  were 
finking. 

Monk  was^  fo  a£live,  that  in  his  letter  to  Cromwell, 
dated  the  2d  of  Auguft,  1653,  betakes  notice,  that  of 
five  Dutch  flags  that  were  flying  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fight,  he  had  tne  good  fortune  to  bring  down  three,  viz, 
thofe  of  Tromp,  Everfon,  and  de  Ruyter  ;  and  fo  long 
he  continued  in  the  heat  of  the  difpute,  that  his  fhip  was 
at  laft  towed  out  of  the  line  :  and,   moft  of  the  great 
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yeifels  had  been  fo  roughly  handled,  that  there  was  tlo 
continuing  on  the  enemy's  coaft  any  longer,  without 
danger  of  their  finking. 

The  parliament,  who  were  of  CromwelPs  appoint- 
ment, on  the  8th  of  Aiiguft,  1 657,  ordered  gold  chains 
tb  be  Tent  to  the  generals  Blake  and  Monk,  and  likewife 
to  vice-admiral  Penn,  and  rear-admiral  Lawfon  j  they 
alfo  fent  chains  to  the  reft  of  the  flag-oHicers,  and  me- 
dals to  the  captains.  The  25  th  of  Auguft  was  ap- 
pointed for  a  day  of  folemn  thankfgiving ;  and.  Monk, 
bein^  then  in  town,  Cromwell,  at  a  great  feaft  in  the 
city,  put  the  gold  chain  about  his  neck,  and  obliged 
him  to  wear  it  all  dinner-time.  As  for  the  (tates,  they 
fupported  their  lofs  with  inexpreflible  courage  and  con- 
ftancy  ;  they  buried  Tromp  very  magnificiently  at  the 
public  expence,  and,  as  foon  as  the  return  of  the  £n- 
glifti  fleet  permitted,  fent  de  Witte  with  a  fleet  of  fifty 
men  of  war  and  five  fire- (hips  to  the  Sound,  in  order  to 
convoy  home  a  fleet  of  300  merchantmen,  there  aflein- 
bled  from  different  quarters.  ^ . 

This  >he  performed,  though  the  Englifh  fleet  did  all 
that  was  pofllble  to  intercept  him  ;  but  the  joy,  which 
the  Dutch  cfonceived  upon  this  occafion,  was  /oon  q'ua- 
lified  by  accidents  of  another  fort ;  for  an  Englifh  fqua- 
dron,  falling  in  with  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Ulie,  took  moft  of  them,  and  admiral 
Lawfon,  failing,  to  the  north,  deflroyed  their  herring 
filhery  for  that  year,  and  either  took  or  funk  mod  of  the 
frigates  fent  to  prote£l  them  ;  befides  a  great  dorm  drove 
thirteen  of  their  befl:  men  of  war  from  their  anchors,  fo 
that,  running  oh  fhore,  they  were  loft. 

The  negotiation  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  minifters  at 
London  met  at  firft  with  many  difiiculties.  The  terms 
prefcribed  were  many,  and  in  their  nature  hard,  info- 
much  that  it  is  fcarce  to  be  conceived,  that  the  Dutch 
could  ever  have  fubmitted  to  them  ;  but  an  accident  de- 
livered them  out  of  their  diftrefs.  The  parliament  on 
the  1 2th  of  December,  1653,  took  a  fudden  refolution 
of  delivering  up  their  power  to  him  from  whom  it  came, 
viz.  the  lord-general  Cromwell,  who  foon  after  took 
upon  him  the  fupreme  magiftracy,  under  the  title  of 
PtotcAor.    He  quickly  admitted  the  Dutch  to  a  treaty 
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upon  fofter  conditions ^  though  he  zffe£ked  to  make  ufe 
of  high  terms,  and  to  behave  towards  their  ambaifadors 
with  a  great  deal  of  haughtinefs,  which,  for  the  faice  of 
their  country's  intereft,  they  knew  well  enough  how  to 
bear. 

This  treaty  ended  in  a  peace^  which  was  made  the 
4th  of  April,  1654,  in  which,  it  was  in  the  iirft  place 
ilipulated,  that  fuch  as  could  be  found  of  the  perfons 
concerned  in  the  maflacre  at  Amboyna  (houid  be  deli- 
vered up  to  juftice.  They  acknowledged  the  dominion 
of  the  Englilh  at  fea  by  confenting  to  ftrike  the  flag, 
fubmitted  to  the  a£fc  or  navigation,  undertook  to  give 
the  Eaft-India  company  fatisfai^ion  for  the  lofles  they 
had  fuilained,  and  by  a  private  article  bound  themfelves 
never  to  chGt  any  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  to  the  dig- 
nity of  iladtholder. 

Thus,  taking  all  things  together,  this  ought  rather  to 
be  confidered  as  a  clofe  conjundlion  between  the  new 
protestor  of  England  and  the  Louve(lein  fa^bion  in  Hol- 
land, than  an  alliance  between  the  two  nations  :  for^ 
though  it  be  true  that  fome  regard  was  had  in  this  treaty 
to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  England,  yet,  confidering 
our  fuccefs  in  that  war,  and  the  fituation  things  were  in 
at  the  conclufion  of  it,  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
that,  if  the  parliament,  which  begun  the  war,  had 
ended  it,  they  would  have  done  it  upon  much  better 
terms  in  refpedt  both  to  profit  and  glory. 

Hoftilities  between  the  two  ftates  had  not  continued 
quite  two  years,  and  yet  in  that  time  the  Englifh  took 
no  lefs  than  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  prizes,  valued 
by  the  Dutch  themfelves  at  iixty-two  millions  of  guild- 
ers, or  near  fix  millions  flerling.  On  the  contrary, 
thofe  taken  by  the  Dutch  could  not  amount  to  the  fourth 
part  either  in  number  or  value.  Within  that  fpace  the 
Englifh  were  vidorious  in  no  lefs  than  five  general  bat- 
tles, fome  of  which  were  of  feveral  days ;  whereas  the 
Hollanders  cannot jullly  boaft  of  having  gained  one; 
for  the  afVion  between  de  Ruyter  and  Ayfcue,  in  which 
they  pretended  fome  advantage,  was  no  general  fight, 
and  the  advantage  gained  by  Tromp  in  the  Downs  is 
owned  to  have  been  gained  over  a  part  only  of  the  En- 
glilh fieet.     As  (hort  as  this  quarrel  was,  it  brought 
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the  Dutch  to  greater  extremities  than  their  foUrfcore 
years  war  with  Spain.  The  ftates  (hewed  great  wifdom 
m  including  their  ally  the  king  of  Denmark  in  this  trea- 
ty, by  undertaking  that  either  he  or  they  fhould  make  fa- 
tisfa(^ion  for  the  £ngli(h  (hips  which  had  been  fcized  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  in  his  port. 

The  rupture  between  France  and  England  ftill  conti- 
nued, our  (hips  of  war  taking,  finking,  or  burning  theirs 
where-ever  they  met  them,  and  the  French  privateers 
difturbing  our  commerce  as  much  as  they  were  able.  An 
attempt  was  made  by  the  French  miniftry  to  have  got 
France,  as  well  as  Denmark,  included  in  the  peace  made 
with  the  ftates :  but  Cromwell  would  not  hear  of  this, 
becaufe  he  knew  how  to  make  his  advantage  of  the  dif- 
ficulties the  French  then  laboured  under  another  way  s 
in  which  he  fucceeded  perfectly  well,  obliging  them  in 
1655  to  fubmit  to  his  own  terms,  and  to  give  up  the 
interefts  of  the  royal  family,  notwithftanding  their  near 
relation  to  the  houfeof  Bourbon.  He  likewife  obtained 
a  very  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce ;  and  without 
queftion  his  conduct  with  regard  to  France  wouiu  have 
deferved  commendation,  if,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring 
his  own  government,  he  had  not  entered  too  readily  into 
the  views  of  cardinal  Mazarine,  and  thereby  contri- 
buted to  the  aggrandizing  of  a  power  which  has  been 
terrible  to  Europe  ever  fince,  and  which  he  might  have 
reduced  within  juft  bounds,  if  he  had  fo  pleafed. 

He  did  not  difcover  his  intentions  in  /this  refpe£b  all  at 
once,  but  by  degrees  only,  and  as  they  became  necef- 
fary.  He  affected  to  have  his  friendHiip  earneftly  foli« 
cited  both  by  France  and  Spain,  and  even  declared  pub- 
licly, that  he  would  give  it  to  the  court  which  deferved 
beft,  or,  in  plain  terms,  bid  higheft  for  it.  The  firft 
fign  of  his  reconciliation  to  the  French,  was  the  reftor- 
ing  the  (hips  taken  by  Blake,  with  provifions  and  am- 
munition for  the  garrifon  of  Dunkirk  ;  and  yet  nothine 
of  ccmfidence  appeased  then  between  the  cardinal  ana 
him,  though  it  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  the  primary 
initigation  to  the  Spanidi  war  came  from  him,  who 
gave  the  protector  to  underftand,  that  the  Englifh  ma- 
ritime force  could  not  be  better  employed  than  in  con- 
quering part  of  the  Spani(h  Wedolndies,  while  France 
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attacked  the  fame  crown  in  Europe ;  and,  to  purchafe 
his  alliftance,  would  readily  relinquifh  the  royal  family, 
and  fo  rid  him  from  all  fears  of  an  invafion.  Befides 
thefe  hints  from  abroad,  the  protestor  had  fome  notices 
of  a  like  n^tfjre  9t  home,  efpecially  from  one  Gage,  a 
priefl,  who  had  be^n  long  in  America,  and  who  fur- 
niftied  him  with  9  copious  account  of  the  we  Uh  and 
wealcnefs  of  the  Spaniards  there. 

Immediately  after  the  concluHon  of  the  Dutch  war, 
the  proteAor  ordered  all  the  (hips  of  his  navy  to  be  re- 
paired, and  put  into  good  condition.  He  likewife  di* 
redied  many  new  ones  to  be  byilt,  ftorehoufes,  maga- 
zines, i^c.  to  be  filled  with  animunition  and  provifion } 
whence  it  was  evident  enough,  that  he  intended  not 
to  be  idle,  though  no  body  knew  againft  whom  this 
mighty  force  was  to  hp  exerted*  In  the  fumtner  of  the 
year  1654  he  ordered  two  great  fleets  to  be  provided, 
one  of  which  was  to  be  commanded  by  admiral  Blake, 
and  the  other  by  vice'^adn^iral  Penn.  Their  orders  were 
to  be  opened  at  fea,  and  they  had  no  farther  lights 
given  them  than  were  abfolutely  reqpifite  for  making  the 
neceiTary  preparations,  Blake,  as  foon  as  all  things 
were  ready,  put  to  fea,  and  failed  intp  th^  Streights, 
where  his  orders  were  to  procure  fatisfa£tion  from  fuch 
princes  and  flates  as  had  either  infulted  the  govern- 
ment, or  injured  the  commerce  of  England.  But,  be^^ 
fore  his  departure,  it  had  been  faid,  that  he  was  to  in-^ 
tercept  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  to  protect  Naples 
fronf  the  French. 

This  had  the  defired  efFe^l; }  it  lulled  the  Spaniards 
Into  a  falfe  fecurity,  and  even  difpofed  them  to  (hew  thf 
admiral  9II  polTible  civilities,  who  very  probably  had 
himfeif  as  yet  no  fufpicioi>  of  Cromwell's  defign  to 
break  with  that  nation.  The  firft  place  he  went  to  was 
Leghorn,  where  he  had  two  accounts  to  make  up  with 
the  gr^nd  duke ;  the  tirft  was,  for  his  fubje£ts  purchaf- 
jng  the.^  prizes  n>ade  by  Prince  Rupert }  the  other  for 
the  damage  done  by  Van  Galen,  when  Appleton  wa« 
forced  out  of  Leghorn  road.  Thefe  demands  furprifed 
\ht  prince  on  whom  they  were  made }  efpecially  whea 
he  underllood  how  large  a  fum  was  expected  from  hino, 
not  lefs  in  the  whole  than  a  h^indred  and  fifty  thoufanj 
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pounds,  which,  however,  was  moderated  to  fixty  thou- 
iand  pounds ;  and  this  Aim  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
was  actually  paid. 

Thence  he  proceeded  to  Algiers,  where  he  arrived 
the  lothof  March  1655,  fending  an  officer  to  the  dey 
to  demand  fatisfa^ion  for  the  piracies  that  had  been  for- 
:nerly  committed  on  the  Englifli,  and  the  immediate 
releafe  of  all  the  captives  belonging  to  his  nation.  The 
dey  anfwered,  that  as  for  the  mips  and  (laves  they  were 
now  the  property  of  private  perfons,  from  whom  he 
could  not  take  them  with  fafety  to  himfelf  j  but  that 
he  would  make  it  his  care  they  (hould  be  fpeedily  re- 
deemed upon  eafy  terms,  and  would  make  a  treaty  with 
him  to  prevent  any  hoftilities  being  committed  oh  the 
Englifli  for  the  future. 

.  The  admiral  left  the  port  upon  this,  and  failed  to 
Tunis,  where  he  fent  the  like  meifage  on  ihore ;  but 
received  a  very  ftiort  anfwer,  viz.  **  Here  are  our  caf- 
**  ties  of  Guletta  and  Porto  Ferino  :  you  may  do  your 
«*  worft  i  we  do  not  fear  you.**  Blake  entered  the  bay 
of  Porto  Ferino,  and  canne  within  rnulket-fliot  of  the 
caftle  and  line,  upon  both  which  he  played  fo  warmly, 
that  they  were  foon  in  a  defencelefs  condition.  There 
were  then  nine  fliips  in  the  road,  which  the  admiral 
refolved  to  burn;  and  with  this  view  ordered  every 
captain  to  man  his  long-boat  with  choice  men,  and  di^ 
redled  thefe  to  enter  the  harbour,  and  fire  the  fhips  of 
Tunis,  while  he  and  his  Heet  covered  them  from  the 
caftle,  by  playing  continually  on  it  with  their  cannon. 
The  feamen  in  their  boats  boldly  afTaulted  the  corfairs, 
and  burnt  all  their  fhips,  with  the  lofs  of  twenty-five 
men  killed,  and  forty-eight  wounded.  This  daring  ac^ 
tion  fprcad  the  terror  of  his  name  through  Africa  and 
Afia,  which  had  long  been  formidable  in  Europe.  Froni 
Tunis  he  failed  to  Tripoly,  and  concluded  a  p^ce  with 
that  goveriiment.  Thence  he  returned  to  Tunis,  and 
threatening  to  do  farther  execution,  the  inhabitants  im- 
plored his  mercy  from  their  works,  and  begged  him  to 
grant  theni  a  peace,  which  he  did  on  terms  lnortifyin|; 
to  them,   glorious  for  him,    and  profitable    for   his 

country.     •  
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The  other  fleet  being  alfo  in  readinefs,  and  compofed 
of  about  thirty  (hips  of  war,  and  a  convenient  number 
of  tranfports,  the  protedlor  refolved  it  (hould  fail  in  the 
month  of  December  1654.  Admiral  Penn  had  the  chief 
command,  and  under  him  were  vice>admiral  Goodfon 
and  rear-admiral  Bhgge.  The  commander  of  the  land- 
forces  was  colonel  Venables,  an  old  officer,  who,  as 
well  as  the  admiral,  was  fecretiy  in  the  king's  intereft, 
and  intended  to  have  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
ftore  him.  The  troops  confided  of  about  iive  thoufand 
men,  amongft  whom  many  were  royalifts,  and  the  reft 
fo  little  fatisfied  with  the  protestor's  adminiftration,  chat 
one  great  end  of  this  expedition  was  to  be  rid  of 
them. 

Venables  had  defired  of  Cromwell,  that  great  care 
might  be  taken  in  furni(hing  arms  and  ammunition ; 
that  his  forces  might  be  properly  chofen,  and  that  him- 
felf  might  not  be  fettered  by  his  inftru£lions.  In  all 
thefe  he  foon  found  himfelf  difappointed  :  his  provifion 
was  not  only  (hort,  but  very  bad  in  its  kind ;  arms  and 
ammunition  were  very  fparingly  fupplied,  and  in  a  man- 
ner fitter  for  (hew  than  fervice  ;  his  troops  were  either 
raw  or  invalids ;  and  by  his  inftruAions  he  was  tied  up 
from  doing  any  thing  without  the  content  of  others. 
Before  he  could  acquire  knowledge  of  thefe  particulars, 
he  was  hurried  on  board  at  Portfmouth,  whence  he 
immediately  failed  for  Barbadoes. 

The  fleet  arrived  in  Carlifle  bay  on  the  29th  of  Jar 
nuary  1655,  and  were  very  joyfully  received  by  all  tlie 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  where  they  (laid 
fome  time,  in  order  to  recruit  and  make  the  nece(rary 
preparations  for  their  intended  defcent  on  the  ifland  of 
Hifpaniola.  General  Venables  found  himfelf  deficient 
in  all  forts  of  neceflfaries  ;  and,  which  was  worfe,  found 
admiral  Penn  very  little  inclined  to  afford  him  even  the 
alTiflance  that  was  in  his  power.  He  expoflylated  with 
him  to  no  purpofe,  which  made  the  wretchednefs  of 
his  and  their  condition  fo  apparent,,  that  one  of  their 
fellow-commiflloners  faid  plainly,  <*  He  doubted  they 
were  betrayed."  It  was,  however,  too  late  to  look 
back;  and,  befides,  abundance  of  volunteers  refortecl 
to  Bjirbadoes  from  i»Il  oi^r  plantationg,  in  order  to  (hare 
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the  riches  that  were  to  be  taken  from  the  Spaniards  i  Id 
that  Venables  faw  himfelt*  under  a  neccflity  of  proceed- 
ing, notwithftanding  he  was  thoroughly  fatisfied  they 
were  not  in  condition  to  proceed. 

From  Barbadoes  the  fleet  failed  on  the  laft  of  Mairch 
to  St.  Chriftopher'sy  where  they  met  with  another  fup- 
%:y  of  volunteers  }  fo  that  when  they  embarked  for  Hif- 
paniola,  Venables  had  under  his  command  very  neir 
ten  thoufand  men.  It  muft,  however,  be  obferved, 
that  they  were  in  bad  temper  for  making  conqueds. 
Moft  of  them,  when  they  left  England,  did  it  with  si 
view  to  make  their  fortunes  ;  but  now  the  commiiTion- 
ers  told  them,  that  every  penny  of  their  plunder  was 
to  be  accounted  for,  and  that  they  could  only  alloW 
them  a  fortnight's  pay  by  ^ay  of  equivalent.  This 
had  like  to  caufe  a  mutiny,  and  it  was  with  much  add 
that  the  ofHcers  paciiied'theni  with  a  promife  of  C%it 
weeks  pay,' which  the  confimilfioncrs,  however,  would 
not  be  brought  to  confirm;'  ancf  in  this  fitiiation  things 
vrere,  when  they  embarked  for  Hifpariiola. 

They  arrived  before  St.  Domingo,  and  general  Ve- 
nables propofed,  that  they  fhovild  Taij  dire^Iy  into  the 
harbour,  which,  however,  was  not  agireed  to  by  the  fea- 
bfficers,  who  propofed  landing  at  the  river  Hine ;  for 
Avhich  purpofe,  part  of  the  fquadron  was  detached  un- 
der the  command  of  vice-admiral  Goodfon,  who,  when 
at  fea,  declared  he  had  no  pilots  to  cohdu(S  the  (hipi 
into  the  mouth  of  the  river,  aiid  therefore  the  troops 
were  compelled  to  land  at  the  weft  point,  from  whence 
they  had  forty  milei  to  maVch  through  a  thick  vvoody 
country,  withoiit  any  guide }  infomuch,  that  number^ 
of  men  and  horfes,  through  fatigue,  extremity  of  heat, 
iand  want  of  watef,  were  del^royed.^  ' 

After  foUr  days  march j  the  army  came  to  the  place 
where  they  might  have  been  iat  firft  put  on  fhore  ;  but 
by  that  time'  the  enemy  had  di'awn  together  the  whole 
force  of  the:  iHand,  and  had  recovered  from  their  firft 
furprize.  Colonel  Bullef,''who  had  landed  with  his 
regiiheht  near  Hine  river, . and  had  orders  to  remain 
there  till  the  4rmy  joined '|iimi' thought  fit,  on  the  com- 
ing of  Cox  the  guide,  to  mijurch  away;  and,  for  want 
of  this  guide,  the  general  andliis  forces  marched  ten  or 
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twelve  miles  out  of  their  road.  Exafperated  with  thefe 
difappointments,  and  the  hardships  they  had  undergone, 
the  regiment  of  Teamen,  under  the  command  of  admi- 
ral Goodfon,  mutinied  firft,  and  then  the  land-troops  j 
fo  that  the  general  had  much  ado  to  prevail  on  them  to 
ford  the  river.  At  length  colonel  Buller  and  Cox  the 
guide  joined  them,  and  promifed  to  conduA  them  to  a 
place  where  they  might  be  fuppiied  with  water ;  but  the 
colonel  taking  the  liberty  of  draggling  for  the  fake  of 
pillage,  the  Spaniards  attacked  him,  and  in  one  of  thefe 
fklrmifhes  Cox,  their  only  guide,  was  killed ;  yet  the 
Spaniards  were  repulfed,  and  purfued  within  cannon- 
ihot  of  the  town. 

In  this  diftrefled  condition,  a  council  of  war  was 
called,  wherein,  after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  march  to  the  harbour  in  the  bed  manner  they 
could,  which  with  much  difficulty  they  effedled.  There 
they  ftaid  three  or  four  days,  to  furnifli  themfelves  with 
provifions,  and  other  necefTaries,  and  then  with  a  fingic 
mortar-piece,  marched  into  the  iflandv  again,  to  reduce 
the  fort.  The  vanguard  was  commanded  by  adjutant- 
general  Jackfoh,  Who  as  foon  as  he  was  attacked  by  the 
Spaniards,  ran  away,  and  his  troops  after  him.  The 
pafia^6  through  the  woods  being  very  narrow,  they 
prefled  oh  the'  general's  regiment,  who  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  dop  them  with  their  pikes.  They  likewife 
difordered  major-general  Haines's  regin^ent,  whicli  gave 
the  enemy  great  advantage  ;  fo  that  the  major-general, 
and  the  braved  of  the  officers,  who,Jike  Englishmen, 
preferred  death  before  flight,  ended  their  days  here. 
At  lad,  general  V  enables  and  vice-admiral  Goodfon, 
at  the  head  of  their  regiments,  forced  the  run-aways 
into  the  wood,  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire,  and  kept 
their  own  ground,  notwithdanding  the  fire  from  the  fort 
Was  very  warm. 

By  this  time  the  forces  were  (6  much  difcouraged, 
that  they  could  not  be  brought  to  play  the  mortar.  The 
general,  though  reduced  to  a  very  lew  condition,  cauf- 
ed  himfelf  to  be  led  from  place  to  place,  to  encourage 
them ;  till  fainting  at  lad,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the 
care  of  the  attack  to  major-general  Fortefcue,  who  did 
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wtut  he  could  to  revive  their  fpirits,  but  to  very  little 
purpofc. 

Soon  after  it  was  rcfolvcd  in  a  council  of  war,  that 
iince  the  enemy  had  fortified  all  the  paiTcs,  and  the 
whole  army  was  in  the  utmoft  dif^refs  for  want  of  wa- 
ter, they  (hould  march  to  a  place  wheie  they  were  in- 
formed a  fupply  of  that,  and  other  neceiTaries,  had  been 
put  afhore  from  the  (hips.  In  this  march  the  foldiers 
followed  their  officers,  till  they  found  themfelves  in  dan- 
ger, and  then  left  them }  infomuch  that  the  commilTi- 
oners  owned,  that,  had  not  the  enemy  been  as  fearful 
as  their  own  men,  they  might  in  a  few  days  have  deftroy- 
ed  the  whole  army  ;  and  withal,  they  let  him  know,  that 
the  troops  who  had  occafioned  the  greateft  difordcr, 
were  thofe  of  Barbadoes  and  St.  Chriflopher's ;  info- 
much  that  they,  who  were  Penn,  Winflow,  and  BuUer, 
had  refolved  to  leave  the  place,  and  try  what  could  be 
done  againd  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.  Such  was  the  end 
of  this  expedition,  after  having  been  on  fhore  from  the 
fourteenth  of  April  to  the  firft  of  May,  when  this  refo- 
lution  of  failing  to  Jamaica  was  taken* 

The  army  was  accordingly  in  a  little  time  embarked ; 
but  the  Tick  and  wounded  men  were  left  on  the  bare 
decks  for  eight  and  forty  hours,  without  either  meat, 
drink,  or  drefflng,  infomuch  that  worms  bred  in  their 
fores :  and  even  while  they  were  on  ihore»  the  provili- 
ons  fent  to  them  were  not  watered,  but  candied  with 
fait,    notwithAanding    they    had    not  water    fufficient 
to  quench  their  thirft.     Nay,  after  their  misfortunes  on 
fhore,  Venables  averred,  that  Penn  gave  rear-admiral 
Blagge  orders  not  to  furnifh  them  with  any  more  pro- 
vifions,  of  what  kind  foever;  fo  that  they  eat  up  all 
the  dogs,  afTes,  and  horfes  in  the  camp,  and  fome  of 
them  fuch  things  as  were  in  themfelves  poifonous,  of 
which  about  forty  died.     Before  the  forces  were  em- 
b;)rked,  adjutant-general  Jackfon  was  tried  at  a  court- 
martial,  and  not  only  fentenced  to  be  cafhiered,  and  his. 
fwqrd  broken  over  his  head,  but  to  do  the  duty  of  a 
fwabber,  in  keeping  clean  the  hofpital-fhip }  a  punifh^ 
ment  fuitabie^  to  his  notorious  cowardice. 

The  defcent  on  Jamaica  was  better  managed  than 
that  on  Hifpaniola ;  for  immediately  on  their  landing, 
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which  was  on  the  third  of  May,  General  Venables 
ilTucd  his  orders,  that  if  any  man  Ihould  be  found  at- 
tempting to  run  away,  the  next  man  to  him  (hould  put 
him  to  death ;  which,  if  he  failed  to  do,  he  (hould  be 
liable  to  a  court-martial.  The  next  day  they  u Hacked 
a  fort,  which  thev  carried,  and  were  then  preparing  to 
ftorm  the  town  of  St.  Jago,  but  this  the  Spani(h  inha- 
bitants prevented,  by  a  timely  treaty ;  yet,  before  the 
general  would  lillen  to  any  propofltions  of  peace,  he 
infifted,  that  a  certain  quantity  of  provifions  Should  be 
fent  them  daily,  which  was  pundtually  performed  ;  and 
this  gave  his  foldiers  Arength  and  fpirits  ;  and  in  a  (hort 
time  their  negotiations  ended  in  a  complete  furrender 
of  the  iiland  to  the  Engli(h. 

General  Venables  finding  himfelf  in  a  very  weak  con- 
dition,  delired  the  confent  of  the  commifTioners  to  open 
their  ultimate  in(lru<Stions,  to  which,  after  mature  deli- 
beration, they  yielded.  In  thefe  he  found  he  had  power, 
in  eafe  of  neceHlty,  to  relien  his  command,  which  he 
did  accordingly  to  general  Fortefcue ;  upon  this,  admi- 
ral Penn  followed  his  example,  and  delivered  up  his 
charge  to  vice-admiral  Goodfon,  with  whom  he  left  a 
ftout  fquadron  of  fhips,  and  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
returned  to  England.  In  their  pafTage  home,  they  fell 
in  with  the  Spanifh  plate-fleet,  in  the  gulf  of  Florida, 
but  without  attacking  it ;  whether  through  want  of  will, 
or  of  inftru£lions,  at  this  diftance,  it  is  hard  to  de- 
termine. 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  Penn  and  Venables, 
which  was  in  the  month  of  September  1655,  they  were 
both  committed  clofe  prifoners  to  the  Tower,  to  fatisfy 
the  clamours  of  the  people,  who  laid  the  greateft  blame 
on  him  who  leaft  deferved  it.  All  that  the  protestor  in- 
iifted  on  was,  that  they  fhould  confefs  their  faults,  in 
leaving  their  refpedtivjc  charges ;  and  he  promifed  to  re- 
leafe  them  upon  their  fubnillTion.  This  Penn  quickly 
did,  and  was  accordingly  discharged  ;  but  Venables  ab- 
folutely  refufed  it,  always  infifting  that  he  had  com- 
mitted no  fault,  fince,  in  cafe  of  inability  to  execute 
his  duty,  his  inflru^lions  permitted  him  %o  reflgn  his 
command.  * 
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His  memory  has  been  very  hardly  treated,  I  think  with 
little  reafun  j  for  as  to  what  is  faid  of  his  fuffering  the 
Spaniards  to  carry  off  their  efFe£ls  from  the  city  of  St. 
Jago  to  the  mountains,  and  thereby  defrauding  the  fol- 
diers  of  their  plunder,  it  appears  to  be  a  grofs  calumny, 
for  feveral  re^funs.  For  fir(^,  admitting  the  fz€i  to  be 
true,  that  they  did  carry  off  th?ir  effects,  this  could 
prove  no  lofs  to  the  foldiers,  but  quite  the  contrary  ; 
iince,  if  they  had  now  fallen  into  their  hands,  the 
commifTioners  would  have  feized  them  for  the  protec- 
tor's life,  in  purfuance  of  the  order  before-mentioned. 
Next,  the  gei>eral  could  do  nothing  in  this  refpe6t,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  other  commiflioners  ;  and  laftly, 
it  appears  by  the  moll  authentic  account  we  have  of 
this  affair,  that  the  officers  and  foldiers  were  fo  far 
from  being  diflatisfied  with  his  condu6V,  that  tliey  reli- 
ed upon  him  to  reprefent  their  grievances  at  home,  and 
to  procure  redrefsj  which  he  diJ^  as  far  as  was  in  hi$ 
power. 

The  reafon  of  his  being  fird  afperfed  was,  a  perfua- 
fion  that  he  was  a  confident  and  creature  of  Crom- 
well's i  which  is  (q  far  from  being  true,  that  the  very 
contrary  is  certain*  The  prot(e£to|:  hated,  and  was  jea- 
lous of  him,  and  conferred  on  him  this  command 
merely  to  get  him  opt  of  his  way.  The  truth  is,  th^ 
fault  Uy  in  the  protedpr's  fcheme,  which  was  not  eir 
ther  more  or  lefs,  than  to  have  rajfed  a  large  fupply  for 
his  own  empty  coffers  from  this  expedition.  This  irir 
duced  him  to  tie  the  commilTioners  down,  to  hinder 
the  foldiers  from  keeping  their  plunder^  upon  pain  of 
death ;  and  their  infifling  upon  thjs,  had  like  tq  hav^ 
been  the  ruin  of  the  whole  undertaking. 

Admiral  Blake's  fleet  continued  all  this  time  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  was  now  in  the  road  to  Cadiz,  where 
he  received  the  greateft  civilities  from  (he  Spanjai'dsy  and 
lived  on  the  befl  terms  imaginable  with  them  *,  for,  fil| 
the  blow  was  itruck  at  Jamaica,  Cromwell,  to  the  belt 
of  his  power,  carefully  concealed  his  defign  to  make 
war  upon  them.  When  this  was  known,  the  Spani- 
ards declared  immediately  againft  him,  and  feized  the 
efiefts  of  ail  the  Engiifh  merchants  in  their  dominions, 
^40  an  immenfe  vaue  j  an  incident  which  feems  not  to 
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have  been  Aifficiently  confidered,  by  thofe  who  cry  up 
the  prote^or's  conduct  fo  highly.  This  war,  as  we 
have  before  obferved^  was,  at  the  bottom,  undertaken 
for  his  own  advantage,  from  a  profpedl  of  fuppiying 
his  cojfFers  with  money,  without  putting  him  under  the 
necelFity  of  calling  parliaments. 

When  nothing  farther  was  to  be  obtained  by  conceal- 
ing his  intentions,  the  protestor  fent  Mr.  Montague 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  of  men  of  war  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, to  join  Blake,  and  to  carry  him  frefh  inftru6);i- 
ons ;  the  principal  of  which  was  to  block  up  the  port 
of  Cadiz,  in  , which  there  was  a  fleet  of  forty  fail,  in- 
tended to  fecure  the  flota  :  and,  at  the  fame  time  the 
failing  of  thir  fleet  was  prevented,  the  Englifli  were  to 
ufe  their  utmolt  diligence  to  hinder  the  flota  from  com- 
ing in,  without  fliaring  in  the  riches  that  were  on 
board.  Blake  and  Montague  executed  their  orders  with 
equal  fkill  and  induflry,  taking  care  to  obtain  a  fupply 
of  freih  provifions  and  water,  as  often  as  they  had  occa- 
flon,  from  the  Portugal  coafl;.  Thither  for  that  pur- 
pofe  they  had  failed  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  fleet, 
when  the  fquadron  from  the  Indies  approached  Cadiz* 
Rear-admiral  Stayner,  with  feven  frigates,  plied  to  and 
fro,  till  thefe  eight  large  fhips  were  in  view,  which  he 
prefently  knew  to  be  what  they  really  were ;  whereas 
they  took  his  veflels,  becaufe  they  lay  very  low  in  the 
water,  for  flihermen.  This  gave  him  an  opportunity  of 
coming  up  with  and  fighting  them,  though  the  weather 
hindered  four  of  his  frigates  from  a6ting.  Yet  with 
the  Speaker,  the  Bridgwater,  and  the  Plymouth,  he 
did  his  bufinefs }  and,  after  an  obftinate  engagement, 
funk  two,  run  two  more  a-ground,  and  took  two  of  the 
Spanifli  veflels,  fo  that  two  only  efcaped* 

In  one  of  thofe  that  were  deflroyed  was  the  marquis 
of  Badajox,  of  the  family  of  Lopez,  who  had  been  go- 
vernor of  Peru  for  the  king  of  Spain,  and  perifhed 
miferably,  with  the  marchionefs  his  wife,  and  their 
daughter;  the  eldeft  fon  and  his  brother  were  faved, 
and  brought  fafe  to  the  generals  with  this  prize,  where- 
in were  two  millions  of  pieces  of  eight ;  and  as  much 
there  was  in  one  of  them  that  was  funk.  The  admiral 
who  carried  the  flag,  (for  concealing  the  riched  fliip), 

with 


3S0 


MEMOIRS     OF 


Mrith  the  Portugal  Prize,  recovered  the  (hore.  Soon  af-« 
ter,  general  Montague,  with  the  young  Marquis  of  Ba- 
dajox,  and  part  of  the  fleet  to  efcort  the  filver,  returned 
into  England,  delivered  the  bullion  into  th^  mint ,  and, 
upon  his  earneft  interpofition,  the  young  niarquis  was 
fet  at  liberty; 

The  prote^or  took  a  great  deal  of  care  of  his  new 
conqueft,  Jamaica ;  and  within  a  very  fliort  time  after 
the  return  of  Pepn  and  Venables,  fent  a  confiderable 
fupply  thither,  and  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war.  Thefa 
troops  were  commanded  by  colonel  Humfreys,  but  ma- 
jor Sedgwick  went  with  him,  and  had  a  commiflion  to 
be  governor  of  the  illand.  '  When  they  came  thither, 
they  found  things  in  a  much  better  pofture  than  they 
expe^ed.  Colonel  Doily,  to  whom  Fortefcue,  on  ac- 
count of  ficknefs,  had  refigned  his  command,  was  a 
perfon  fo  indefatigable,  that  he  had  fubdued  all  the  op- 
poiition  he  met  with,  and  driven  the  Spaniards  out 
of  the  ifland,  notwithftanding  they  had  fortified  them- 
felves  in  two  or  three  places  very  ftrongly,  and  had  been 
abundantly  fupplied  with  artillery  and  ammunition  from 
Cuba, 

We  now  return  to  the  proceedings  of  the  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Admiral  Blake  continued  to  cruize  be- 
fore the  haven  of  Cadiz,  and  in  the  Straits,  till  the 
month  of  April,  1657;  and  having  then  information  of 
another  plate-fleet,  which  had  put  into  the  haven  of 
Santa-cruz,  in  the  iiland  of  Teneriff,  he  immediately 
X  failed  thither,  and  arrived  before  the  town  the  20th  of 
April.  Here  he  found  the  flota,  confiding  of  fix  gal- 
leons very  richly  laden,  and  ten  other  veflels.  The  Tat- 
ter lay  within  the  pore,  with  a  ftrong  barricado  before 
them;  the  galleons  without  the  boom,  becaufe  they 
drew  too  much  water  to  lye  within  it.  The  port  itfelf 
was  flrongly  fortified,  having  on  the  north  a  large  caftle 
well  fupplied  with  artillery,  and  feven  forts  unit^  by  a 
line  ot  communication,  well  lined  with  muflceteers. 
The  Spanifli  governor  thought  the  place  fo  fecure,  and 
his  own  difpofitions  fo  well  made,  that  when  the  mafter  of 
a  Dutch  (hip  defired  leave  to  fail,  becaufe  he  apprehend- 
ed Blake  would  prefently  attack  the  Ihips  in  the  harbour, 
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the  Spaniards  anfwered  tartly,  **  Get  you  gone,  if 
will,  and  let  Blake  come,  it  he  dares. 

The  admiral,  after  viewing  the  enemy's  preparation §=, 
called  a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  was  refolvcd  to  at- 
tempt deftroying  the  enemy's  (hips  ;  for  it  was  impolTi- 
ble  to  bring  them  off :  and  to  i'r.is  end  he  fent  caprain' 
Stayner  with  a  fquadron  to  atts'Ck  them,  who  foon  for* 
ced  his  paiTage  into  the  bay,  whiie  other  frigates  pla^^ed 
on  the  forts  and  line,  and  hindered  them  from  giving 
the  (hips  much  difturbance.  Staynard's  fquadron  was 
quickly  fupported  by  Blake  with  the  whole  fleet,  who 
boarded  the  Spanifh  galleons,  and  in  a  few  hours  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  them  all,  and  then  fet  them  on  fire ; 
fo  that  the  whole  Spanifh  fleet  was  burnt  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  except  two  (hips  which  funk  outright ;  and 
then,  the  wind  veering  to  S.  W.  he  pafTed  with  his 
fleet  fafe  out  of  the  port  again,  loling  in  this  dangerous 
attempt  no  more  than  forty-eight  men  killed,  and  hav- 
ing about  120  wounded. 

When  the  proteftor  had  the  news  of  this  glorious  fuc- 
cefs,  he  immediately  fent  it  by  his  fecretary  Thurloe  to 
the  parliament  then  fitting ;  and  they,  on  hearing  the 
particulars,  ordered  a  day  to  be  fet  apart  for  a  thankf- 
giving,  a  ring  of  the  value  of  5C0  pounds  to  the  gene*^ 
ral  as  a  teflimony  of  his  country's  gratitude,  a  prefent 
of  100  to  the  captain  who  brought  the  news,  and  their 
thanks  to  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  concerned  in  the 
a£lion.  Captain  Richard  Stayner,  returning  foon  after, 
was  knighted  by  the  prote£(or :  nor  was  it  lone  before 
Blake  and  the  neet  returned,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
Spanifh  war  by  fea ;  for  the  protefitor  had  lately  entered 
into  a  doier  conjundlion  with  France,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  fent  over  a  body  of  land-forces  into 
(landers,  where  they  afTilied  in  taking  the  fortrefs  and 
port  of  Dunkirk,  which  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh,  who  kept  it  till  after  the  Refloration. 

There  had  been  for  fome  years  a  very  fharp  war  car- 
ried on  between  the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
which  in  its  confequences  was  like  to  affeft  the  maritime 
powers.  The  Dutch  faw  that  their  trade  to  the  Baltic 
would  be  ruined  if  the  king  of  Sweden  prevailed,  who 
was  now  become  the  fuperior  both  by  land  and  fea  ;  they 
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therefore  refolved  to  fend  a  fleet  to  the  affiAance  of  the 
Danes,  which  they  did«  and  thereby  fa ved  Copenhagen. 
In  England  it  was  judged  to  be  of  no  lefs  contequence  ta 
fuGCour  the  Swedes ;  and  therefore  Sir  George  Ayfcue, 
who  was  drawn  out  of  his  retirement  to  command  upon 
this  occafion,  had  orders  to  accept  a  commilfion  as  ad- 
miral from  the  king  of  Sweden,  which  would  have  ena* 
bled  him  to  a£t  more  efFedlually  for  his  fervice,  than  the 
D  utch,  did  in  favour  o^  their  allies. 

This  was  in  the  year  1658}  but  it  was  fo  late  in 
the  feafon^  that  the  fquadron  was  not  able  to  reach  Cor^ 
penhagen  for  the  ice. 

All  expeditions  by  lea  are  liable  to  great  uncertainty, 
even  when  planned  with  the  greateft  (kill.  >  The  pro- 
ted^or  and  his  council  proje«^ed  ^this.  Sir  G.  Ayfcue 
went  in  a  Swedi(h  (hip  with  a  number  of  gallant  officers 
attached  to  him,  and  refolved  to  follow  his  fortunes ; 
but  the  £ngii(h  fquadron  commanded  by  vice-admiral 
Goodfon,  was  to  a£l  in  conjundion  witn  Sir  George, 
when  hepubli(hed  his  Swedim  commiflion.  But,  this 
fleet  being  long  retarded  by  contrary  winds,  the  pro- 
ta&oT  died  in  the  mean  time.  HotWever,  Richard,  pur- 
fued  his  father's  fcheme,  had  fent  it )  and  on  account  of 
the  ice,  as  is  before  mentioned,  this  fleet  returned 
again  to  England,  without  effeding  any  thing,  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  Danes  and  Dutch.  This  difappoint- 
ment,  joined  to  the  many*  difficulties  arifen  upon  the 
l^mife  of  Oliver,  it  was  generally  conceived  th^t  the 
£ngli(h  would  have  meddled  no  farther  in  this  affair.  It 
proved  otherwife,  however }  for  a  flout  fleet  was  fitted 
out,  and  fent  into  the  Baltic  under  the  command  of  ad- 
miral Montague,  who  had  acquired  a  ereat  reputation  by 
ferving  in  coniundion  with  Blake.  He  had,  be(ides  his 
commidion  01  admiral,  another,  whereby  he  was  joined 
in  the  negotiation  in  the  north  wi  h  the  anibafladors  Sid- 
ney and  Honeywood.  He  arrived  at  Copenhagen,  and 
managed  his  a^airs  with  great  dexterity ;  for  he  avoided 
coming  to  blows,  that  he  might  not  begin  a  new  Dutch 
war,  compelled  the  king  of  Sweden  to  think  of 'peace, 
to  which  he  was  otherwife  very  little  inclined,  and  while 
he  did  all  this,  and  executed  effedually  the  duties  of 
thofe  high  offices  with  which  he  was  intrufled,  he  en- 
tertained 
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tertained  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  king,  and  diC- 
pofed  all  things  on  board  the  fleet  for  his  fervice. 

When  meafures  were  concerted  for  Sir  George  Booth's 
rifing,  which  was  the  lad  attempt  made  in  favour  of  hit 
majefty  before  Kis  reftoration,  notice  of  it  was  given  to 
^idmiral  Montague  at  Copenhagen,  who  inilantly  re- 
folved  to  return  to  £ngland.  His  fellow-ambafladors, 
who  were  very  able  men,  and  hearty  republicans,  had 
this  time  gained  fome  intelligence  of  his  intercourfe  with 
the  king,  and  theretbre  intended  to  have  feized  him  in 
cafe  he  came  afliore.  He  was  wife  enough  never  to  put 
it  in  their  power,  and  took  care  alfo  to  run  no  rifle  in 
returning  without  orders  ;  for  having  called  a  council  of 
war,  he  complained  to  them  that  provifions  grew  fhort, 
and  that  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  fupply  them- 
felves  in  that  part  of  the  world,  there  being  a  Dutch 
fleet  there  at  the  fame  time.  Upon  this  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved  to  fail  home  immediately  ;  and  this  re- 
folution  was  no  fooner  taken,  than  the  admiral  weighed 
anchor,  and  returned  to  England  unexpededly. 

On  his  arrival  he  found  things  in  quite  another  Htua- 
tion  than  he  expe6led.  Sir  George  Booth  had  been 
defeated  and  taken  prifoner,  and  the  old  parliament  was 
again  reflored  ;  fo  that  admiral  Montague,  though  he 
had  forty  fail  of  flout  fliips  under  his  command,  and  the 
feamen  much  at  nis  devotion,  yet  thought  it  fafefl  to 
leave  the  fleet,  and  to  come  up  freely  and  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  condud  to  the  parliament ;  which  he  did 
in  September,  1659,  and  was  afterward^allowed  to  re- 
tire to  his  houfe  in  the  country.  The  command  of  the 
fleet  was  then  intrufted  with  admiral  Lawfon,  who  con- 
tinued in  the  channel  with  a  larger  fquadron  of  fliips 
than  ordinary,  till  general  Monk  came  out  of  Scotland. 
As  foon  as  the  dengns  began  to  ripen,  he  propofed  that 
Montague  fliould  be  recalled,  and  reftored  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  navy  *,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
fupreme  command  in  maritime  affairs  vefled  in  him  and 
Monk. 

Admiral  Montague  went  inflantly  to  his  command, 
and  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  And  that  Lawfon  and 
the  reft  of  the  officers  were  much  better  inclined  to  the 
intended  change  than  he  expedled  ;  and  therefore  he  did 
not  much  difl*emble  cither  his  inclinations  or  intentions. 
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On  the  fourth  of  April,  1660,  he  received  his  majefty'tf 
tetter,  and  caufed  it  to  be  read  publickly  in  the  fleet ; 
immediately  after  which,  without  waiting  for  the  par- 
liament s  orders,  he  failed  for  Holland,  and  fent  an 
officer  to  the  Hague,  to  inform  the  king  that  he  was 
ready  to  receive  him. 

We  have  thus,  without  entering  deep  into  politics, 
run  through  the  naval  tranfa<Slions  of  this  memorable 
period,  and  have  now  only  the  lives  of  the  mod  emi- 
nent Teamen  who  flourifhed  therein  to  employ  our  ciire* 

MEMOIRS    OF    Admiral    BLAKE. 

HIS  defcent  was  honourable,  the  family  from  which 
he  fprung  having  been  long  fettled  at  Plansfield, 
in  the  paridi  of  Spaxton  in  Somerfetlhire.  Mr.  Hum- 
phry Blake,  his  father,  was  a  Spanifh  merchant,  and 
having  acquired  a  coniiderable  fortune  for  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  bought  a  fmall  eilate  in  Bridgwater, 
where  his  family  had  been  long  fettled.  He  had  feveral 
children,  of  whom  the  eldeft  was  Robert,  whofe  life  we 
are  now  to  write.  He  was  born  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  1598,  and,  during  his  father's  life-time,  was 
educated  at  a  free-fchool  in  Bridgwater.  He  afterwards 
removed  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  firft  a  member  of  Stv 
Alban's-hall,  and  next  of  Wadham- college.  After 
taking  a  degree,  and  meeting  with  more  than  one  dif- 
appointnient  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  academical  pre- 
ferment, he  left  the  univerfity,  when  he  had  (laid  there 
feven  years. 

During  his  refidence  in  that  feat  of  the  mufes,  he  fuf- 
ficientjy  difplayed  his  temper,  which  in  reality  was  that 
of  a  humourift,  ufually  grave,  and  in  appearance  mo- 
rofe;  but  inclined  in  an  evening,  and  with  particular 
friends,  to  be  very  chearfiil,  though  ftili  with  a  tin^ure 
of  feverity,  which  difpofed  him  to  bear  hard  on  the 
pride  of  courtiers,  and  the  power  of  churchtpen ; 
which  rendered  him  very  agreeable  to  the  good  fellows 
in  thofe  days ;  though  whether  there  was  any  ground 
from  this  difpofition  of  his  to  conclude  him  a  republi- 
can, is,  I  think,  not  eafy  to  be  determined.  This  is 
certain,  that  his  rjeputation  for  probity,  and  his  known 
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averfion  to  perfecution,  engaged  the  puritans  to  pro- 
mote his  election  as  a  burgefs  for  Bri  dgwater,  in  the 
parliament  which  fat  in  April  1640. 

That  aflembly  was  diilblved  too  early  for  Mr.  Blake 
to  make  any  difcovery  therein  of  his  talents  as  a  fenator  ; 
and  in  the  long  parliament,  which  Tat  foon  after,  he 
loft  his  election.  When  the  war  broke  out  between  the 
king  and  the  parliament,  he  declared  for  the  latter,  and 
took  arms  very  early  in  their  fervice  ;  but  where,  and  in 
what  quality,  is  not  very  clear.  However,  he  was  very 
foon  made  a  captain  or  dragoons,  in  which  ftation  'he 
(hewed  himfelf  as  able  and  adive  an  officer  as  any  in 
the  fervice,  and  as  fuch  was  conftantly  employed  upon 
all  occafions,  where  either  boldnefs  or  dexterity  were 
particularly  requiiite. 

in  1643  we  find  him  at  Briftol,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Fiennes,  who  intrufted  him  with  a  little  fort 
on  the  line,  in  which  he  firft  gave  the  world  a  proof  of 
his  military  virtues;  for,  on  the  26th  of  July,  when 
Prince  Rupert  attacked  that  important  place,  and  the 
governor  had  agreed  to  furrender  it  upon  articles,  Mr. 
Blake  Aill  held  out  his  fort,  and  killed  feveral  of  the 
king's  forces.  This  exafperated  Prince  Rupert  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  talked  of  hanging  him,  had  not  fome 
friends  inierpofed,  and  excufed  him  on  account  of  hii 
want  of  experience  in  war  j  and  at  their  requeft,  though 
not  without  much  difficulty,  he  was  at  laft  prevailed  upon 
to  give  up  the  fort. ' 

After  this  he  ferved  in  Somerfetfliire,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Popbam,  who  was  governor  of  Lyme,  to 
whofe  regiment  Blake  was  lieutenant-colonel.  As  he 
was  much  beloved  in  his  country,  and  as  the  greateft 
part  of  the  regiment  was  Somerfetlhire  men,  he  had  fo 
good  an  intelligence  in  thofe  parts,  that  he,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Sir  Robert  Pye,  furprifed  Taunton  for  the 
parliament,  where  he  found  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
a  great  deal  of  ammunition.  In  1644,  he  was  confti- 
tured  governor  of  that  place,  which  was  of  the  utmoft 
impertance,  being  the  only  garrifon  the  parliament  had 
in  the  weft.  The  works  about  it  were  far  from  being 
(Irong.  He  had  no  very  numerous  garrifon  ;  yet,  by 
keeping  a  iin£i  difcipline,    and  treating  tlie  townfmen 
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well,  he  made  a  fhift  to  keep  it,  though  no  great  care 
was  taken  to  furni(h  him  with  fupplies,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  he  was  fometimes  befieged,  and  often  blocked 
up  by  the  king's  forces. 

At  length  general  Goring  came  before  the  place  with 
near  ten  thoufand  men,  and  prefled  Blake  fo  dofe,  that 
he  carried  all  the  outworks,  and  ad^ually  took  from  him 
a  part  of  the  town.  However,  he  held  out  the  reft  of 
it  and  the  caftle  with  wonderful  obftinacy  till  relief  came ; 
for  which  extraordinary  fcrvice  the  parliament  gave  the 
garrifon  a  bounty  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  and  honour- 
ed colonel  Blake  with  a  prefent  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

Colonel  Blake,  in  April,  1646,  marched  with  a  de- 
tachment from  his  garrifon,  and  reduced  Dunfter-caftle, 
a  feat  belonging  to  the  ancient  family  of  Luttrell,  the 
troops  polled  therein  having  given  great  difturbance  to 
the  country  ;  which  was  the  la(l  military  achievement 
he  performed  during  this  war.  In  December  following, 
the  parliament  ordered  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  paid 
him  for  diibanding  fome  forces. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  what  induced  the  parliament  to 
make  choice  of  him,  who  had  alway i  ferved  as  a  horfe- 
officer,  to  take  the  fupreme  command  of  the  fleet.  All 
our  hillorians  are  filent  as  to  thei/  motive ;  and  there- 
lore  I  hazard  a  conjedure  on  this  head.  The  parlia- 
ment had  lately  taken  upon  themfelve^  the  rank,  though 
not  the  title,  of  ftates-general,  and  therefore  might  be 
inclined  to  make  ufe  of  deputies  for  the  direction  both 
of  fleets  and  armies,  who  were  to  judge  in  great  points, 
and  to  be  obeyed  by  fuch  as  were  (kilful  in  their  profef- 
fion,  either  as  feamen  or  foldiers  ;  for,  in  their  judg- 
ment, to  coniniand  was  one  thing,  and  to  a(St  another. 
On  the  12th  of  February,  1648-9,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  navy,  >and  upon  the 
21ft  an  ad  paifed,  as  we  have  elfewhere  taken  notice, 
appointing  him,  in  conjunction  with  Deane  and  Pop- 
ham,  to  command  the  fleet.  His  firlt  fervice  was  driv- 
ing Prince  Rupert's  fleet  from  the  Irilh  coafl,  and  then 
following  him  into  the  Mediterranean.  This  gave  his 
mailers  high  fatisfa^tion,  both  in  refpe£l  to  his  capacity 
and  his  fidelity  in  their  fervice,  which  they  likewife  ac- 
knowledged very  obligingly.    His  condua  indeed  was 
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equally  prudent  and  fuccefsful ;  for  it  not  only  put  an 
end  to  that  pyratical  war,  which  did  (o  much  damage  to 
trade,  but  aJfo  Aruclc  fuch  a  terror  into  the  Spaniards 
and  Portu^uefe,  as  to  prevent  ail  thofe  difputes  which 
otherwife  would  have  naturally  happened  on  the  ap- 
pearance  of  fo  new  a  power  in  Europe,  as  the  com- 
monwealth of  England. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1651,  Blake,  in  his  re- 
turn homewards,  took  a  French  man  of  war  of  forty 
guns ',  in  refpei^  to  which  adlion  there  happened  fome 
circumftances  that  certainly  deferve  to  be  particularly 
mentioned.  The  admiral  commanded  the  captain  on 
board  him«  and  afked  him,  if  he  was  willing  to  lay 
down  his  fword  ?  he  anfwered  he  was  not :  upon  which 
Blake  generoufly  bid  him  return  to  his  (hip,  and  fight  it 
out  as  long  as  he  was  able.  The  captain  took  him  at 
his  word,  fought  him  bravely  for  about  two  hours,  and 
then  fubmitting,  went  again  on  board  Blake's  (hip,  iirft 
kifled  and  then  prefented  his  fword  to  the  admiral  upon 
his  knees.  This  (hip,  with  four  more,  the  admiral  fent 
into  England  ;  and  not  long  after  arriving  at  Plymouth 
with  his  fquadron,  he  there  received  the  thanks  of  the 
parliament  for  his  vigilance  and  valour  in  his  (lation,  and 
was  conftituted  one  of  the  lords  wardens  of  the  cinque 
ports,  as  an  additional  mark  of  their  edeem  and  conti- 
dence. 

In  March  following,  colonels  Blake,  Popham  and  Deane, 
or  any  two  of  them,  were  again  appointed  by  a^  of  par* 
liament  to  be  admirals  and  generals  of  the  fleet  for  the 
year  enfuing,  in  which  he  reduced  the  idands  of  Scilly, 
Guemfey,  and  Jerfey,  to  the  obedience  of  the  parlia- 
ment;  and,  as  a  new  mark  of  honour,  he  was  on  the 
25th  of  November  ele£^ed  one  of  the  council  of  ftate. 
When  the  necedity  of  a  Dutch  war  became  apparent, 
the  parliament  gave  the  higheft  teftimony  of  their  fenfe 
of  his  merit,  and  of  their  entire  conftdence  in  his  con- 
dud,  by  conftituting  him,  in  March,  1652,  fole  ge* 
neral  of  the  fleet  for  nine  months.  We  have  already 
given  adiftind  account  of  the  battle  in  the  Down$,  011 
the  19th  of  Mayj  1652,  excepting  fome  circumftances 
which  relate  to  Blake,  and  which  were  therefore  referved 
for  this  place. 

.     i  When 
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When  he  obfervcd  Van  Tromp  bore  nearer  his  fleet 
than  he  had  any  occalion  to  do,  he  faluted  him  with  two 
guns  without  ball,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  f^riking  fail ; 
upon  which,  the  Dutchman,  in  contempt,  fired  on  the 
contrary  fide.  Blake  fired  a  fecond  and  a  third  gun, 
which  van  Tromp  anfwered  with  a  broadfide  :  the  £n- 
gti(h  admiral  perceiving  his  intention  to  fight,  detached 
himfelf  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  treat  with  Van 
Tromp  upon  that  point  of  honour,  and  to  prevent  the 
effunon  of  blood,  and  a  national  quarrel :  when  hlake 
approached  nearer  to  Van  Tromp,  he  and  the  reft  of 
his  fleet,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  fired  on  Blake 
with  whole  broadfides.  The  admiral  was  in  the  cabbin 
drinking  with  fome  officers,  little  expecting  to  be  fa- 
luted,  when  the  (hot  broke  the  windows  of  the  ftiip, 
and  (battered  the  ftern,  which  put  him  into  a  pafTion. 
He  commanded  his  men  to  anfwer  the  Dutch  in  their 
kind,  faying,  when  his  heat  was  fomewhat  over,  **  he 
'*  took  it  very  ill  of  >'an  Tromp  that  he  (hould  take 
•*  his  (hip  for  a  bawdy-houfe,  and  break  his  windows." 
Blake  fingly  fuftained  the  (hock  of  the  Dutch  fleet  for 
fome  time,  till  his  own  (hips,  and  the  fquadron  under 
major  Bourne  could  join  them ;  and  then  the  engage- 
ment grew  hot  on  both,  and  bloody  on  the  enemy's 
fide,  till  night  put  an  end  to  it. 

In  the  beginninj^  of  July,  finding  Sir  George  Ayfcue 
returned  from  Barbadoes,  and  a  force  fuflicient  to  guard 
the  Downs,  he  refolved  to  fail  northwards,  to  execure  a 
defign  he  had  long  meditated,  of*  deftroying  the  herring 
fi(hery,  which  he  thought  would  have  put  an  immediate 
end  to  the  war,  by  convincing  the  Dutch  of  the  folly  of 
difputing  our  fovereignty  in  our  own  Teas. 

On  the  fecond  of  July,  Blake  bore  away  to  the  north, 
and  quickly  fell  in  with  the  Dutch  fifhing  vellels,  which 
were  there  in  great  numbers,  under  the  protc£lion  of 
twelve  men  of  war.  Blake  attacked  their  convoy,  and 
they,  knowing  the  importance  ot"  their  charge,  and  hav- 
ing taken  on  board  a  great  fuppiy  of  frefh  men  from  the 
vefTels  under  their  care,  fougUt  bravely,  and  /old  their 
freedom  dearly  ;  but  at  laft  were  every  one  taken,  which 
left  the  fifhery  entirely  at  the  admiral's  mercy,  who-  up- 
on this  occafion  fliewed   the  redlitude  of  his  heart,  and 
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the  foliditv  of  his  underftandi»g ;  for  having  thus  threat- 
ened thofe  bufles  with  utter  deftruflion,  if  ever  they 
were  found  there  again  without  leave,  he  afterwards 
freely  permitted  them  to  compleat  their  ladings,  on  their 
paying  the  tenth  herring,  which  was  what  King 
Charles  demanded  ;  and  where  this  was  refufed,  he  funk 
or  drove  away  their  (hips. 

His  fubfequent  condu£l  during  the  Dutch  war  has 
been  already  thoroughly  accounted  for,  and  therefore  I 
(hall  onlv  take  notice  here  of  the  method  our  admiral 
took  to  keep  the  Seamen  eafy,  notwithilanding  all  the 
changes  that  happened  in  the  government.  He  told 
them,  it  was  his  and  their  bufmefs  to  a6t  faithfully  in 
their  refpedive  flations,  and  to  do  their  duty  to  their 
country,  whatever  irregularities  there  might  be  in  the 
councils  at  home,  and  would  often  fay  amongfl  \\\s  olH- 
cers,  that  ftate  affairs  were  not  their  province,  but  that 
they  were  bound  to  keep  foreigners  from  fooling  us. 
Thefe  principles  rendered  him  agreeable  to  all  parties. 

When  he  failed  in  1654  *i^'^  *''^  Mediterranean,  he 
came  in  the  month  of  December  into  the  road  of  Cadiz» 
where  he  was  received  with  great  refpedl  and  civility  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  indeed  by  all  nations  as  well  as  the 
EngliAi,  who  were  then  in  the  port.  A  Dutch  admiral 
would  not  wear  his  flag  white  the  Englilh  was  in  the 
harbour ;  one  of  the  viSuallers  attending  his  fleet,  be- 
ing feparated  from  the  reft,  fell  in  with  the  French  ad- 
miral and  feven  men  of  war  near  the  Straits  mouth. 
The  captain  of  the  vitSualling-floop  was  ordered  on 
board  the  admiral,  who  inquired  ot  him  where  Blake 
was,  drank  his  health  with  five  guns,  and  fo  wifhed  the 
captain  a  good  voyage.  The  Algerines  flood  in  fuch 
awe  of  him,  that  they  were  wont  to  (lop  the  iSallee  ro» 
vers,  and,  in  cafe  they  had  any  prifoners  on  board,  took 
them  out,  and  fent  them  to  Blake,  in  hopes  thereby  of 
obtaining  his  favour. 

He  failed  from  Cadiz  to  Malaga.  Some  of  his  Tea- 
men, going  afhore,  met  with  the,  hod  as  it  was  carry- 
ing to  fome  fick  perfon,  and  not  only  paid  no  refpedt 
thereto,  but  laughed  at  thofe  who  did.  'I  he  pried  who 
accompanied  it  highlv  refented  this,  gnd  put  the  people 
on  revenging  the  indignity  ;  upon  which  they  fell  upon 
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the  failorf ,  and  beat  fome  of  them  very  feverely.  When 
they  returned  on  board,  they  complained  of  this  ill 
ufage,  and  the  admiral  inftantly  fent  a  trumpet  to  the 
viceroy,  to  demand  the  prieft  who  was  the  author  of 
this  infult.  The  viceroy  anfwered,  that  he  had  no  au- 
thority over  prieds,  atid  therefore  could  not  fend  him. 
Upon  this  Blake  fent  a  meflage,  that  he  would  not  enter 
into  the  quedion,  who  had  power  to  fend  him  j  but  that, 
if  he  was  not  fent  within  three  hours,  he  would  infalli- 
bly burn  the  town  about  their  ears.  The  inhabitants,  to 
fave  themfelves,  obliged  the  viceroy  to  fend  the  prieft, 
who,  when  he  came  on  board,  excuiied  himfeff  to  the 
admiral  on  account  of  the  behaviour  of  the  failors, 
Blake  with  much  calmnefs  and  compofure  told  him,  that^ 
if  he  had  complained  of  this  outrage,  he  would  have 
puniflied  them  feverely ;  for  he  would  not  fuflfer  any 
of  his  men  to  affront  the  edablilhed  rclieion  of  a  place 
where  he  touched  )  but  he  blamed  him  tor  fetting  on  a 
mob  of  Spaniards  to  beat  them,  **  and  he  would  have 
*'  him  and  the  wHole  world  know,  that  none  but  an 
**  Englishman  fhould'chaftife'an  Englishman" 

In  a  fhort  time  after  the  deftrudlion  of  the  enemy'^ 
fleet  at  TenerifT,  we  find  Blake  cruifing  again  ofF  the 
harbour  of  Cadiz,  where  perceiving  his  (hips  were  be* 
ieome  foul,  and  that  his  own  health  and  fpirits  hourly 
wore  away,  he  refolved  to  fail  for  England.  His  di(- 
temper  was  a  complication  of  dropfy  aiid  fcurvy,  brought 
upon  him  by  being  for  three  years  together  at  fea,  and 
wanting  all  that  time  the  con veniencies  requifite  for  the 
cure  of  his  difeafe.  Jn  his  pafTage  home,  be  became  fo 
fenfible  of  his  approaching  end,  that  he  frequently  ini- 
ouired  for  land,  a  mark  of  his  affe£iioQ  for  his  native 
foil,  which,  however  he  did  not  live  to  fee,  dyine  as  hfs 
fhip  the  St.  George  entered  Plymouth-foiind,  on  the  i7th 
of  Augiift,  1657,  at  about  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  His 
)}ody  was  the  next  day  embalmed  and  wrapped  in  lead', 
his  bowels  taken  out,  and  buried  in  the  great  church  at 
Plymouth,  and  his  corpfe,  by  order  0?  the  prote^toi*^ 
conveyed  by  water  to  Greenwich-houfe^  from  whence 
he  refolved  to  have  it  carried  in  great  pomp  to  Weftmin- 
ifter-abbev,  and  there  interred  with  the  utmoft  folemnity, 
as  the  laft  mark  of  refpe£l  that  could  be  paid  by  men  t6 
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the  noble  fpirit  which  once  animated  this  tenement  of 
clay. 

On  the  fourth  of  September,  after  the  corpfe  had  Iain 
feveral  days  in  (late,  it  was  carried  from  Greenwich  in  a 
magnificent  barge,  covered  with  velvet,  adorned  with 
efcutcheons  and  pendants,  accompanied  by  his  brothers, 
remoter  relations,  and  their  fervants,  in  mourning  i  by 
Oliver's  privy-council,  the  commiflTioners  of  the  admi- 
ralty and  navy,  the  lord- mayor  and  aldermen  of  Lon- 
don ;  the  field-officers  of  the  army,  and  many  other 
perfons  of  honour  and  quality,  in  a  great  number  of 
barges  and  wherries,  covcied  with  mourning,  mar(hall- 
ed  and  ordered  by  the  heralds  at  arms,  who  diredted  and 
attended  the  folemnity.  Thus  they  pafled  to  Weftmin- 
fter-bridge,  and.  at  their  landing,  proceeded  in  the  fame 
manner,  through  a  guard  of  feveral  reeiments  of  foot, 
to  the  abbey.  His  dear  friend,  general  Lambert,  though 
then  in  diigrace  with  the  protestor,  attended  on  his 
horfe.  The  funeral  procefllon  over,  the  body  was  in- 
terred in  a  vault,  built  on  purpofe,  in  the  chapel  of 
Henry  VII. 

Dr.  Bate,  in  drawing  his  character,  fays,  **  He  was 
**  a  man  deferving  praife  even  from  an  enemy.  Being 
**  advanced  to  a  coijimand  at  fea,  he  fubdued  the  Scilly 
*'  iflands  near  home ;  and  having  attained  the  office  and 
f  <  title  of  an  admiral,  performed  things  worthy  of  im- 
*<  mortal  meipory.  For  he  humbled  the  pride  oif 
**  France,  rjcduced  Portugal  to  reafon,  broke  the  naval 
**  force  of  Holland,  and  drove  them  to  the  (lielter  of 
«  their  ports,  fupprefled  the  rovers  of  Barbary,  and 
<'  twice  triumphed  over  Spain.  Alone  blameable  in 
**  this,  thatt>e  complied  with  the  parricides."  Honeft 
Anthony  Wood,  who  obferves,  that  he  was  admired 
and  applauded  by  the  royalifts,  in  his  blunt  manner, 
celebrates  his  praifes  thus :  **  He  was  a  man  wholly  de- 
^*  voted  to  his  country's  fervice,  refolute  in  undertak- 
<'  ings,  and  moft  faithful  in  the  performance  of  them. 
'*  With  him,  valour  feldom  miiTed  its  reward,  nor 
ff  cowardice  its  puniftiment,*' 
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INCLUDING   A    NEW   AND    ACCURATE 


NAVAL        HISTORY. 


CHAP. 


XVI. 


The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great-Britain,    during  tht 

•  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  from  the  time  of  his  re- 

*  ftoration  :  containing  a  dilVmd  account  of  the  feveral 
expeditions  againd  the  Algerines ;  the  two  Dutch 
wars,  and  other  naval  traniatSlions }  the  ftatc  of  our 
foreign  trade  and  plantations  ;  with  memoirs  of  all 
the  eminent  Teamen  who  fiouriQied  in  his  reign. 

WHEN  the  miferies  flowing  from  the  ruin  of  our 
old  conftitution  had  taught  the  nation,  that  th« 
ihortell  as  well  as  only  way  to  peace  and  happinefs,  was 
tp  build  up  again  what  they  had  deftroyed  j  the  feamen 
(hewed  greater  readinefs  than  any  other  fort  of  men  to 
execute  this  falutary  defign  j  and  without  waiting  foranv 
further  orders  than  thofe  which  came  from  their  own  o{- 

ficers. 


ILLUSTRIOUS   SEAMEN,  &e.        363 

ficers,  chearfully  carried  the  fleet  over  to  the  Dutch 
coaft  i  where,  after  giving  new  names  to  the  (hips,  they 
received  his  Majefty,  the  duke  of  York,  and  other  per- 
Tons  of  principal  quality,  who  had  attended  him,  on 
board,  the  23d  of  May,  1660,  and  fafely  landed  them 
in  Kent. 

For  this  fervice,  Mr.  Montague,  who  commanded 
the  fleet,  was  created  earl  of  Sandwich,  had  a  garter, 
and  was  af>poinred  vice-admiral  of  Engiiind,  under  his 
royal  highnefs  the  duice  of  York.  Sir  John  Lawfon, 
SirKichard  Staynor,  and  c.her  oflicers,  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  and  the  king  was  pleafed  topro- 
mife  the  fcamen  in  general  a  particular  (hare  in  his  fa- 
vour and  efleem. 

In  the  teginninp;  of  this  prince's  adminiflration,  he 
certainly  (hrwed  a  great  attention  to  the  public  intereft  ; 
and,  as  he  had  good  natural  abilities,  and  was  inclined 
to  look  into  naval  aflfairs,  fo  for  fome  time  he  kept  a 
ftri<Sl  eye  on  whatever  related  to  the  fiset.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1660,  the  earl  of  Sandwich  went  with  a  fquadron 
of  nine  men  of  war  to  Hclvoetrtuys,  to  bring  over  the 
king's  C\i[er,  the  princets  of  Orange,  who  not  long  after 
died  in  England. 

Upon  this  occafion  he  received  great  honours  in  Hol- 
land i  and  it  is  conceived,  that  the  affeiSlion  which  the 
people  fhewed  for  our  king's  nephew,  the  young  prince 
of  Orange,  (afterwards  King  William),  and  for  the 
Englifli  on  his  account,  gave  fomejcaloufy  to  the  ftates, 
which  was  increafed  by  a  memorial  prcfentcd  by  the 
princefs  at  her  departure,  recommending  her  fon  to  their 
care,  and  defiring  they  would  now  declare  their  intcnii- 
oiis  of  conferring  upon  him  the  ch  irgcs  and  dii»iiitii's 
which  his  anceftors  had  enjoyed.  On  the  rwenty-f'nutli 
of  the  fame  month  the  fleet  reiurnet.1  j  and  his  iVIujfl^y 
and  the  duke  of  York  going  on  bourd  tiic  admirals  Ih^i, 
named  the  Ueiolution,  lay  there  th.Jt  niglit,  and  review- 
ed and  examined  the  (late  of  every  fliip  in  the  fquadron 
next  morning. 

A  treaty  of  marriage  havinoj  been  concluded  between 
his  Majcfty  and  the  infanta  of  Portugal,  with  whom  he 
was  to  receive  a  portion  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  the  idand  of  Bombay  in    he  Kaft-Indies,  and 
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the  city  of  Tangier  in  Africa ;  it  became  neceflTary  to 
fend  a  fleet  to  bring  over  the  queen,  and  to  fecure  the 
laft-mentioned  city  againft  any  attempt  from  the  Moors. 
For  this  purpofe  the  earl  of  Sandwich  was  again  fent 
with  a  numerous  fleet,  which  failed  on  the  19th  of 
June,  i66r,  from  the  Downs,  after  having  been  flrfl 
vifited  by  the  duke  of  York. 

His  Lordlhip  failed  firft  to  Liibon,  and  irom  thence  to 
Tangier,  which  place  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Enghlli  on  the  30th  of  January,  1662,  when  tlie  earl 
of  Peterborough  marched  into  it  with  an  £ngli(h  gar- 
riibn,  and  had  the  keys  delivered  to  him  by  the  Portu- 
guefe  governor.  The  admiral  then  returned  to  Li(bon, 
where  he  received  the  queen's  portion,  confiAing  in  mo- 
ney, in  jewels,  fugars,  and  other  commodities,  and  in 
bills  of  exchange,  and  then  failed  with  her  Maje(ly  for 
England,  and  arrived  at  Spithead  the  14th  of  May, 
1662. 

There  was  certainly  no  occafion  for  fo  large  a  fleet, 
merely  to  bring  over  the  queen  j  but  as  it  afforded  a  fair 
prfttcnce  for  fending  fuch  a  force  into  the  Mediterranean, 
this  opportunity  was  feized  to  execute  things  of  greater 
moment.  To  put  an  end  to  this,  the  earl  of  Sand- 
wich with  his  fleet  came  before  Algiers  the  29th  of  June, 
1661,  and  fent  captain  Spragge  with  the  king's  letter  to 
the  principal  perfon  in  the  government,  and  a  letter  of 
his  own,  with  orders  aifo  to  bring  off  Mr.  Brown,  the 
conful }  which  was  accordingly  done.  That  evening  a 
council  of  v^ar  was  held,  and  the  next  morning  certain 
propofitions  were  made  10  the  regency,  by  captain 
Spragge  and  conful  Brown.  About  eleven  o'clock  thefe 
gentlemen  returned  on  board  the  admiral,  with  an  an- 
fwer,  that  the  government  of  Algiers  would  confent  to 
no  peace,  whereby  they  were  deprived  of  fearching  our 
ihips.  This  infolence  of  thefe  fea-robbers  fprung  out 
of  the  jealoufy  of  the  chriftian  powers,  who  would  ne- 
ver unite  to  crulh  this  ned  of  pirates,  and  give  the  beau- 
tiful and  rich  country  they  inhabit  to  fome  prince  of 
their  own  faith,  which  would  be  a  bcnetit  to  all  com- 
mercial nations. 

In  the  mean  time  they  wrought  very  hard  at  a  boom, 
which,  with  much  ado,  they  brought  over  from   the 
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mole-head  to  the  oppoHte  corner  of  their  port ;  that, 
by  the  help  of  this,  and  many  other  new  works  which 
they  had  raifed,  they  might  be  able  to  defend  themfelves 
from  any  attempts  that  could  be  made  by  fea.  The  earl 
of  Sandwich,  however,  refolved  to  make  a  bold  trial 
to  burn  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  but  the  wind  prevented 
him  i  fo  that,  after  a  good  deal  of  firing  on  both  fides, 
wherein  more  hurt  was  done  to  the  city  than  the  fliips, 
the  admiral  thought  fit  to  fail  for  Li(bon,  on  the  arft  of 
Auguft,  leaving  Sir  John  Lawfon  with  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron,  to  protect  the  Englifh  trade  and  harafs  the  enemy  ; 
which  he  performed  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  after  taking 
many  of  their  (hips,  he,  by  degrees,  forced  all  thefe 
pyratical  ilates  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Great-Britain, 
without  any  refervation  as  to  their  favourite  article  of 
fearching  our  fhips ;  though,  it  mud  be  confeiTed,  that 
the  Algerines,  retaining  ftill  a  ftrong  opinion  of  the 
ftrength  of  their  fortifications,  did  not  keep  it  long,  but 
returned  to  their  old  practices ;  which  obliged  the  go- 
vernment here  to  fend  frefh  orders  to  Sir  John  Lawfon, 
to  employ  force  in  bringing  them  to  reafon. 

We  are  now  to  enter  upon  a  more  ferious  affair  than 
any  that  hjd  hitherto  claimed  the  care  of  the  Englifh 
court.  On  his  firft  return  to  the  throne  of  his  ancef- 
tors.  King  Charles  and  his  miniders  had  certainly  fhewa 
a  great  concern  for  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation,  as 
will  appear  to  any  attentive  reader  of  our  hiflory,  who 
obferves  the  advantages  we  gained  by  the  treaties  of  com- 
merce which  he  concluded  with  Spain  and  Holland. 
By  the  former  he  fecured  the  pofTcfTion  of  Jamaica, 
though  it  had  been  acquired  by  Cromwell,  and  thereby 
obtained  fome  fort  of  fatisfa<5tion  for  the  injury  intended 
him  a  little  before  his  refioration,  when  it  is  certain  that 
the  Spaniards  would  have  fecured  his  perfon,  if  he  had 
not  prevented  them  by  an  unexpected  retreat  out  of 
their  dominions  to  Breda. 

Healfo  reftored  to  the  nation  the  advantages  they  drew 
from  the  Spanifh  trade ;  and  the  affe<Slion  ot  this  people 
to  the  Englifh,  preferable  to  any  oiher  nation,  appeared 
ill  this,  that  they  immediately  iell  out  with  tlie  Dutch, 
and  even  forbade  ihcir  ihip)»  of  war  to  etUer  their  ports, 
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as  the  Dutch  writers  themfelves  tell  us.  The  treaty 
with  Holland  carried  things  aifo  to  a  great  height ;  for 
it  not  only  fecured  the  refpetSt  due  to  the  Englifh  flag» 
but  likewile  procured  fume  other  conceflions  very  ho- 
nourable for  the  nation,  and  the  ifland  Pulo  Rori,  for 
the  Eaft-India  company.  His  Majefty  had  aJfo  an  in- 
tention to  have  fecured  abfolutely  and  for  ever  the  iilh- 
ery  on  the  firitiih  coaft  to  his  own  fubje£ls :  but,  before 
that  could  be  effedtually  done^  the  war  broke  out ;  for 
the  true  grounds  of  which  it  is  not  over  eafy  to  account ; 
and  yet,  without  accounting  for  them,  books  of  this 
nature  can  be  but  of  little  value. 

I'he  Dutch  began  early  to  conceive  Jealous  preju- 
dices againft  the  king's  government,  and  in  reality  to 
apprehend  cur  becoming  their  fuperiors  in  commerce, 
in  which  we  ware  every  day  vifibly  increaling.  Thefe 
fentiments  engaged  them,  and  efpecially  their  Eaft  and 
Weft  India  companies,  which  then  carried  on  thegreateft 
part  of  their  commerce,  to  take  various  fteps,  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  world  where  their  power  prevailed,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Englilli.  The  £a(l- India  company 
particularly  delayed  the  liquidation  of  the  damages  the 
EngliOi  were  to  receive,  peremptorily  refufed  to  deliver 
up  the  iiland  before  mentioned,  and  pretended  to  pre- 
fcribe  the  places  where,  and  the  terms  on  which  the 
Englilh  (hould  trade  in  the  reft  of  the  ports  of  India. 
The  other  company  trod  exa6^1y  in  their  fteps,  and 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  get  Cape-corfe  caftle  into  their 
hands,  which  belonged  to  the  Englifti  company  trading 
to  Africa.  r 

The  duke  of  York  was  at  this  time  governor  of  the 
African  company,  and,  being  informed  of  this,  fent 
major,  afterwards  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  with  four  fri- 
gates, to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  in  order  to  make  repri- 
fals.  This  was  in  1661  ;  and  Sir  Robert,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  commiirion,  fummoned  the  Dutch  to 
furrender  cape  Verde  to  the-  company  within  a  limited 
time,  yet  offered  them  the  liberty  to  continue  their  trade 
there  as  before.  He  then  proceeded  to  a  fmall  fort  pof- 
feffed  by  the  Dutch,  who,  firing  their  cannon  to  prevent 
the  landing  of  the  Englifti,  were  at  length  obliged  to 
furrender }    and  the  fort,  being  in  the   hands  of  our 
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company,  received  the  name  of  James- fort  in  honour 
of  the  duke.  From  thence  proceeding  to  the  river 
Gambia,  he  diflodged  the  Hollanders,  and  built  a  netv 
fort. 

The  Hollanders  ftill  refufing  to  deliver  up  to  us  cape 
Corfe,  Sir  Robert  was  fent  a  fecond  time,  anne  1663, 
with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  take  it  out  of  their  handfr  by 
force.  But,  fearching  a  Dutch  (hip  by  the  way,  he 
found  exprefs  orders  (as  king  Charles  informs  the  ftates 
in  his  letter,  Odober4,  1666}  from  the  Dutch  Weft- 
India  company  to  their  governor,  general  Valkenburg, 
to  feize  the  Englifh  fort  at  Cormantin ;  which  difcovery 
difpofed  him  to  go,  as  he  thought  he  had  a  right,  be- 
yond his  original  commiflTion. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  January,  1664,  Sir 
Robert  Holmes  arrived  with  his  fquadron  at  Cape  Verde. 
This  cape  is  part  of  the  main  land  of  Africa.  About  a 
cannon-fhot  from  thence  lies  the  now  fo  well  known 
ifland  Goree,  whereon  were  two  forts.  The  lower 
fort  was  furnifhed  with  about  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  the  upper  with  eight :  the  former  was  called  fort 
NaiTau,  the  latter  fort  Orange.  Sir  Robert  firft  fum* 
moned  thefe  two  forts  on  the  ifland  Goree ;  and,  becaufe 
the  governor  refufed  to  furrender,  he  attacked  and  took 
them  next  day,  together  with  a  Ihip  called  the  Croco- 
dile, lying  under  their  protedlion,  after  having  the  even- 
ing before  taken  two  other  Dutch  fliips,  called  the 
Nifch-korf  and  the  Vifchcr.  Jn  thefe  forts  he  found  a 
great  quantity  of  goods  ready  to  be  fhippcd  for  Holland, 
and,  among  the  reft,  20,000  hides.  Thefe  he  loaded 
on  his  own  aad  the  Dutch  fliips,  and  tranfported  them 
to  Sierra  Liona. 

He  next  proceeded  to  attack  St.  George  dei  Mina,  the 
ftrongeft  of  all  the  Dutch  forts  j  but  though  himfelf  and 
his  feamcn  a6ted  with  great  bravery,  yet  the  defign  mif- 
carrJed,  and  he  was  obliged  to  (heer  off  with  fome  lofs. 
To  repair  this  misfortune,  he  refolved  to  attack  Cape- 
corfe  caftle,  which,  though  it  was  fo  ftrong  by  fitua- 
tion,  that  100  men  might  have  kept  it  againft  jooo,  yet 
he  foon  took  it  and  fome  other  places  ;  after  which 
he  failed  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea  to  North-America, 
where  he  riduced  a  Dutch  fettlement,  called  the  New 
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Netherlands,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  1664,  changing 
the  name  into  that  of  New- York,  in  honour  of  the 
duke. 

Thefe  proceedings  were  hitherto  of  a  private  nature. 
The  injuries  done  to  the  £ngli(h  were  done  by  the  Dutch 
Weft-India  company;  the  reprifals  made  by  the  £n- 
glifh  were  under  the  charter  of  the  African  company } 
the  crown  had  not  either  fitted  out  Sir  Robert  Holmes, 
or  given  him  any  commiflTion.  But  when  the  news  of 
what  was  done  reached  Holland,  the  de  Witte  faction 
refolved  inftantly  to  fall  upon  the  Englifti  in  thofe  parts 
with  a  great  fleet,  and  this  without  any  declaration  of 
war,  or  even  intimation  of  their  defign  to  repair  them- 
felves  in  damages  for  what,  without  any  royal  com- 
milTion,  Holmes  had  taken  from  them. 

The  chief  difficulty  lay  in  fending  fuch  a  fleet  fafely 
into  thofe  feas,  before  the  defign  could  be  known  in 
England,  and  the  projetSl  formed  by  them,  as  it  was  in 
contrivance  very  fubtJe  and  fraudulent,  fo  it  was  exe- 
cuted with  equal  cunning  and  fuccefs.     Admiral  de  Ruy- 
ter  was  at  that  time  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  had 
orders  either  to  make  a  peace  with,  or  at  leaft  to  defend 
their  merchants  from  the  infuits  of  the  piratical  ftates  ; 
to  which  end,  as  we  before  obferved.  Sir  John  Lawfon 
was  alfo  there  with  a  fquadron  of  Englith  fhips,  and  the 
dates  requeAed   of  king  Charles,  that  thefe  two  admi- 
rals might  acl  in  conjunction.    Yet  now  it  was  thought 
convenient  to  remove  de  Ruyter  from  thence,  and  to 
fend  him  to  commit  hoAilities  againft  us,  then  a«Sling  as 
their  allies,  on  the  coall  of  Guinea,  and  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.     To  this  he  was  himfelf  well  enough  inclined, 
from  a  difference  that  had  happened  between  him  and 
Sir  John  Lawibn  about  the  falute  at  fea,    which  the 
Dutch  admiral  paid,  and  Sir  John  refufed  to  return, 
alledging,  that  his  orders  did  not  allow  him  to  ftrike  to 
the  fubje^s  of  any  king  or  ftate  whatever.     In  other  re- 
fpecls  he  affifted  the  Dutch  as  friends  and  allies  as  much 
as  was  in  his  power. 

The  majority  of  the  ftates-general  of  the  united  pro- 
vinces were  not  tor  a  war  with  England,  and  confe- 
quently  fuch  orders  as  the  minifters  of  the  de  Witte 
party  wanted,  to  authorife  de  Ruyter,  were  not  to  be 
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hadlroin  them  in  a  fair  and  open  way ;  vet,  rather  than 
not  have  them,  the  Louveftein  fadion  refolved  to  facrifice 
their  conftitution.  De  Ruyter  had  Tent  home  an  account  of 
his  proceedings  againft  the  pirates :  they  got  this  report 
referred  to  a  commitee  of  feven  who  were  in  their  intereftt^ 
and  this  committee  drew  up  an  order,  dire&ing  the  admiral 
to  fail  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  there  to  make  reprHal* 
upon  the  Engliih.  But,  as  this  order  muft  be  read  to,  and 
approved  by  the  ftates,  the  minifters  tooic  care  to  draw  it 
up  in  loofe  and  equivocal  terms,  procuring  alfo  the  fecre- 
tary  to  read  it  ov«r  to  them  in  fuch  a  hurry  as  rendered  it 
altogether  unintelligible ;  then  they  thruft  it  among  fo«n« 
orders  of  courfe,  and  engaging  fuch  as  they  thought  would 
be  againft  it,  in  private  converfation,  it  was  read  without 
being  attended  to,  .or  its  importance  apprehended.  Laftly,  it 
was  brought  with  a  bundle  of  papers,  moft  of  them  mere 
matters  of  form,  to  be  figned  by  the  prefident  for  the  week» 
who,  as  ufual,  fet  his  huid  to  this  amongft  the  reft,  with- 
out reading.  This  is  a  true  ftate  of  the  fad,  as  reported 
by  the  Dutch  hiftorians. 

When  de  Ruyter  received  this  order,  he  did  not  com- 
municate it  to  his  officers,  but,  having  firft  got  fuch  a  fup« 
ply  of  proviHons  as  he  thought  might  be  neceffary,  pre- 
tended to  have  fudden  information  of  certain  pirates  cruifing 
near  the  Canaries ;  and,  under  colour  of  giving  chafe  to 
thefe,  he  failed  to  Cape  de  Veide,  and  fo»r  executed  his 
commiflion,  as  to  oblige  the  governors  for  our  Africaa 
company  either  to  furrender  or  demolifti  feveral  of  their 
forts.  He  like  wife  feized  a  great  quantity  of  goods  be- 
longing to  that  company :  after  which  he  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  fort  Cormantin,  a  place  which  was  built  by,  and 
had  always  been  in  the  polTeinon  of  the  Engliih.  But  Cape 
Corfe  and  Chama  (two  of  the  places  taken  by  Sir  Robert 
Holmes)  remained  unredqccd.  From  the  coaft  of  Guinea 
de  Ruyter  failed  to  Barbadoes,  where  he  attacked  a  confi- 
derable  fleet  of  merchant  ftiips  lyinj»  under  protection  of  the 
forts,  but  wa<i  repulled  with  great  lofs.  Then  palFing  over 
to  Montferrat,  Nevis,  and  Newfoundland,  he  took  above 
twenty  fail  of  Engliih  (hips,  and  (o  returned  to  Holland. 

Thefe  a£^ions  on  both  (ides  ferfed  to  cxafperate  the  two 
nations,  and  to  haften  the  preparations  for  war  ;  which  was 
proclaimed  by  the  Dutch  in  January,  and  by  the  EngliHi  in 
February,  1665.  But,  before  it  came  to  that,  the  Hcer 
van  Goch  was  Tent  by  the  ftares  to  importune  the  king  with 
memorials  and  complaints.  \o  which  the  king's  anfwer 
was,  that  he  bad  received  no  particular  information  of  the 
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affairs  in  Guinea,  and  that  the  two  companies  muft  decide 
their  difputes.  Thefe  complaints  of  the  ambaffadors  being 
likewife  retaliated  by  the  £ngli(h  merchants,  whofe  incef- 
fant  reprefentations  of  their  wrongs  obliged  the  kins  to  re- 
peat his  demands  of  fatisfaclion,  as  the  conf^ant  refufal  of 
the  fatisfa£tion  demanded  was  the  caufe  of  the  open  rup- 
ture. 

The  firft  a£lion  of  confequence,  that  happened  after  the 
war  a«£lually  broke  out,  was  the  attacking  a  Dutch  fleet 
coming  richly  laden  from  Smyrna  upon  the  Spanilh  coaft 
near  Cadiz.  It  confided  of  forty  merchant  (hips,  fome  of 
them  very  large,  and  well  provided  with  ordnance,  and  their 
convoy  was  compofed  of  four  third-rate  men  of  war.  Sir 
7*homas  Allen,  who  commanded  the  Englilh  fquadroo,  had 
with  him  about  nine  (hips.  With  thefe  he  attacked  the 
enemy  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  having  killed  their  commodore 
Brackel,  and  taken  or  funk  four  of  their  richeft  (hips,  he 
drove  the  rell  into  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  where  for  fome  time 
he  blocked  them  up.  A  misfortune  of  the  fame  kind  be- 
fel  the  Dutch  Bourdeaux  fleet,  out  of  which  about  130 
(hips  were  taken.  Some  of  thefe,  however,  appearing  to 
be  French  bottoms,  were  difcharged ;  but  the  far  greater 
part  were  declared  good  prizes. 

Thefe  heavy  misfortunes  obliged  the  Dutch  to  lay  an  im- 
mediate embirgo  on  all  vcflTels  in  ^  their  ports,  by  which 
their  (i(heries,  and  all  the  annual  commerce,  were  flopped 
for  that  feafon.  They  likewife  fettled  a  fund  of  fourteen 
millions  of  guilders  for  the  fupport  of  the  war ;  and,  in 
order  to  (hew  that  there  ought  to  be  fome  difference  be- 
tween fuch  as  arc  made  by  trading  nations,  and  thofe  en- 
tered into  by  arbitrary  princes,  for  the  mere  thirfl  of  do- 
minion i  they  ordered  about  fifty  Englilh  and  Scots  veflels, 
which  had  been  feized  in  their  harbours,  to  be  fet  at  li- 
berty ;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  thofe  (hips  in  England,  the 
civility  was  returned  by  a  like  releafe  of  all  the  Dutch  (hips 
that  had  been  flopped  here. 

The  Englifli  fleet  was  hrll  ready,  thoueh  the  Dutch  were 
the  flrft  who  began  to  arm.  This  fleet  of  ours  confi(ied  of 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  fail  of  men  of  war  and  frigates, 
twenty-eight  Are  (hips  and  ketches,  and  had  about  twenty- 
two  thouiand  feamen  and  foidiers  on  board.  The  whole 
was  commanded  by  the  duke  of  York,  as  lord  high  ad- 
miral, Prince  Ru|)ert  was  admiral  of  the  white,  and  the 
earl  of  Sandwich  of  the  blue.  April  31,  1665,  the  En- 
gli(h  failed  for  the  Dutch  cuafl,  and  on  the  28th  fent  in  a 
fquadron  lb  near  the  Onoic  and  harbour  oi  the  Texel,  that 
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the  .K9iintry  was  exceedingly  alarmed.  After  remaining 
there  a  month,  the  fleet  wai  fo  ruffled  by  a  (lorm,  that  it 
was  found  neceflary  to  retire  towards  our  own  fliore. 

This  opportunity  the  Dutch  took  of  fending  out  their 
fleet,  which,  by  the  latter  end  of  May,  appeared  about  the 
Dogger  Sands.  1  hey  were  divided  into  (even  fquadrons, 
the  nril  under  Opdam,  conftfling  of  fourteen  men  of  war, 
and  t  wo  fire  (hips  ;  tiie  fecond  under  John  Everts,  of  the 
like  force }  the  third  commanded  by  admiral  Cortenaer, 
confifling  of  fourteen  men  of  war  and  one  Are  (hip ;  the 
fourth  was  under  Stillingwert,  compofed  likewife  of  four- 
teen men  of  war  and  a  tire  (hip  -,  the  tifth  conduced  by 
Van  Tromp,  the  fon  of  the  famous  old  admiral,  made  up 
of  fixteen  men  of  war  and  two  tire*  (hips }  the  ftxth  under 
Cornelius  Everts,  confit)ing  of  fourteen  men  of  war  and  a 
tire  (hip }  the  lad  commanded  by  Schram,  in  which  were 
fixteen  men  of  war  and  two  fire  (liips  ;  in  all,  a  hundred 
and  three  men  of  war,  eleven  fire  (hips,  and!  feven  yachts. 
A  mighty  fleet,  far  fuperior  to  what  the  French  conceived 
it  poifible  for  the  dates  to  tit  out,  and  well  furni(hed  with 
men  i  but  this  was  by  the  help  of  their  India  (hips,  whence 
they  were  moflly  taken,  partly  by  perfuafion,  and  partly  by 
forcfe. 

Tmt  duke  of  York  being  retired  with  our  navy  from 
the  Dutch  coaft  when  they  came  out,  afforded  them  an  op- 
portunity to  fall  on  our  Hamburgh  fleet,  which  they  did 
not  negle£b  ;  and  they  were  fo  fortunate  therein  as  to  take 
the  greatefl  part,  by  which  qur  merchants  fuffered  near  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  lofs.  This  exceedingly  exafpe- 
rated  the  £ngli(h,  and  at  the  fame  time  raifed  not  a  little  the 
fpirits  of  the  Dutch. 

Admiral  Opdam,  who  commanded  the  latter,  was  a  pru- 
dent as  well  as  a  truly  gallant  commander.  The  great  John 
dc  Witte  raifed  him  to  this  envied  employment ;  but  find- 
ing him  inclined  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  he  became  his 
enemy,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  out  at  fea  wrote  him  a  letter, 
diret^ing  him  to  tight  at'all  events,  and  this  with  fuch  a  pe- 
culiar quicknefs  of  (lyle,  as  proved  the  letter  his,  though 
written  in  the  name  ot  the  (Utes.  Opdam  refolved  to  obey 
thefe  orders,  though  contrary  to  the  advice  of  moft  of  his 
ofRcers,  and  his  own  opinion,  as  appeared  by  his  fending 
alhore  his  plate  before  the  engagement :  but  more  fo  from 
his  expreflions  on  taking  the  fentiments  of  a  council  of  war : 
I  am,"  faid  he,  *'  entirely  in  your  fentiments  ;  but  here 
are  my  orders.  To-morrow  my  head  (hall  be  bound 
with  laurel   or  with  cyprefs :"  and  in  this  difpofition  he 
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failed  to  find  out  the  Englilh  navy.  That  did  not  require 
much  time  }  for  the  duke  of  York  was  no  lefs  eager  to  re- 
venge the  lofs  of  the  Hamburgh  fleet.  On  the  3d  of  June 
the  £ngli(h  and  Dutch  navies  engaged  about  three  in  the 
morning  cfF  LeoftofF,  when,  by  an  overfight  of  the  Dutch, 
the  Englifh  had  the  weather- gage,  an  advantage  they  knew 
how  to  ufe  as  well  as  keep. 

This  went  at  firft  very  equally  on  both  fides,  feveral 
fquadrons  charging  througn  and  through,  without  any  re- 
markable advantage.  But  about  noon,  the  carl  of  Sand- 
wich, with  the  blue  fquadron,  fell  into  the  center  of  the 
Dutch  fleet,  divided  it  into  two  parts,  and  beean  that  con* 
fufion  which  ended  in  a  total  defeat.  The  duke  of  York  in 
the  Royal  Charles,  a  fliip  of  eighty  guns,  and  admiral  Op- 
dam  in  the  Eendracht,  of  eiehty-four,  were  dofely  enga- 
ged. The  fight  continued  tor  fome  hours  with  jnreat  ob- 
ninacy,  and  his  royal  higbnefs  was  in  the  utmoft  danger. 
Several  perfons  of  diftindion  were  killed  on  board  his  fhip, 
particularly  the  earl  of  Falmouth,  the  king's  fiivourite. 
Lord  Muflcerry  and  Mr.  Boyle,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Corke, 
and  fo  near  the  duke,  that  he  was  covered  with  their  blood 
And  brains ;  nay,  a  fplinter  from  the  laft  mentioned  gen- 
tleman's flcull  razed  his  hand.  About  one,  the  Dutch  ad- 
miral blew  up,  with  a  prodigious  noife  j  but  how  tne  ac- 
cident happened  is  uncertain.  Some  fay,  a  fliot  fell  into  the 
powder  room }  others,  that  Opdam's  black  blew  up  the 
fhip,  to  be  revenged  of  his  mafter  for  beating  him.  The 
moft  probable  account  is,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  fome 
accident  in  diftributing  the  powder.  In  this  veflU,  toee- 
ther  with  the  admiral,  perilhed  five  hundred  men,  only  five 
of  the  whole  crew  efcapin^  •,  many  of  thofe  loft  were  vo- 
lunteers, of  the  beft  families  of  Holland,  and  not  a  few 
Frenchmen,  who  took  this  opportunity  of  being  prefent  in 
a  fea  fight. 

A  little  after  this  unlucky  blow,  the  Dutch  received  ftill 
ii  greater.  Four  fine  Ihips,  the  biggeft  of  fixty,  the  leaft  of 
forty  guns,  ran  foul  on  each  other,  and  were  burnt  by  one 
fire  fliip :  foon  after,  three  larger  vefl*els  by  the  fame  acci- 
dent fliared  the  fame  fate.  The  Orange,  a  fliip  of  feventy- 
five  guns,  after  a  moft  gallant  defence,  was  alfo  burnt ;  and 
thus,  towards  four  in  the  afternoon,  all  fell  into  confufion. 
Vice-admiral  Stillingwert  was  fliot  through  the  middle  by 
a  cannon  ball }  vice  admiral  Cortenaer  received  a  fliot  in 
his  thigh,  of  which  he  inftantly  died.  Thefe  fliips  bearing 
out  of  the  line  on  the  death  of  their  commanders,  without 
ftxiking  their  flags^  drew  many  after  them  -,  fo,  that,  by 
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eight  at  night,  Tromp,  who  held  out  bravely  to  the  lad, 
and  fought  retreating,  had  not  above  thirty  (hipt  left  with 
hinn.  This  was  the  moft  fignal  vidory  the  £ngl:(h  ever 
gained,  and  the  fevereft  blow  the  Dutch  ever  felt  at  fea. 

According  to  our  accounts,  which  upon  a  ftridt  exami^ 
nation  I  have  always  found  moderate,  the  Dutch  had  eigh- 
teen (hips  taken,  and  fourteen  funk  in  this  a^ion,  befides 
fuch  as  were  burnt  or  blown  up.  Yet  their  accounts  admit 
of  no  more  than  nine  (hips  taken,  one  (their  admiral) 
blown  up,  and  eight  burnt.  As  to  our  lofs,  which  was  far 
more  unaccountable,  there  is  no  difpute  about  it.  We  loft 
the  Charity,  a  (hip  of  forty-fix  guns,  with  moft  of  her 
men,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight  j  had  in  the  whole  but 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  kilM,  and  three  hundred  and 
forty  men  wounded :  on  the  other  (ide,  they  loft  at  leaft  (ii(; 
thoufand  men,  including  two  thoufand  three  hundred  taken 
prifoners.  Yet  fpme  great  men  of  ours  bought  this  ad- 
vantage to  their  country  at  the  expience  of  their  blood,  fuch 
as  thf  earls  of  Portland  and  Marlborough,  vicie  admiraJi 
Sampfon^  and  Sir  John  Lawfon,  who  died  of  a  wound  h« 
neceiyed  m  the  knee,  though  he  furvived  the  battle. 

The  Dutch  afcribe  this  (ignal  defeat  in  a  ereat  meafure 
to  the  ill  condud  of  their  own  officers  and  (eamen,  many 
of  whom,  according  to  the  genius  of  the  nation,  were  fe- 
yerely  puni(hed. 

There  is  very  little  room  to  doybt.  that  if  there  had  no| 
been  fome  mifmanagement  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh,  this, 
as  it  was  the  fiirft,  might  have  been  alfo  the  laft  adion  in 
this  war ;  for  the  Dutch  fleet  fled  in  great  confufion,  their 
captains  behaving  ill,  and  jcheir  admirals  quarrelling  about 
the  command. 

It  is  far  from  being  an  eafy  matter  to  inform  the  reader, 
how  this  came  to  pafs.  But  after  having  examined  the 
point,  with  as  much  impartiality,  as  well  as  diligence,  as 
the  great  importance  of  it  deferved,  it  appears  to  have  ftood 
thus.  The  duke,  in  quality  of  lord  high  admiral,  had  two 
capuins  on  his  fhip.  Sir  William  Penn,  who  bad  the  rank 
of  a  vice  admiral ;  and  captain,  afterwards  Sir  John  Har- 
man^  Sir  William  was  gone  to  reft,  as  well  as  the  duke, 
fo  that  the  command  remained  in  captain  Harman,  who  was 
himfelf  at  the  helm,  wh^n  one  Mr.  Brounker,  who  was  of 
the  duke's  bedchamber,  came  and  told  him,  *'  that  he 
*'  ought  to  confider,  how  much  his  royal  highnefs's  perfoi^ 
had  bc«i»  alrleady  expofed  in  the  a^ion,  and  how  much 
greater  ri(k  he  might  run,  if  their  ftiip,  which  was  the 
h^dmoft  of  the  fleet,  ftiould.fall  in  (Jngjle  with  thofe  of  the 

"  enemy. 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-S) 


^c 


A* 


1.0 


"  Vi   122 


14.0 


IL25  Ml  1.4 


uy^i 


2.0 

1.6 


Fhotographic 
_Sciences 
Carporation 


23  WIST  MAIN  STRUT 

WnSTIR,N.Y.  USM 

(716)t72-4S03 


•> 


.* 


^ 

.«^> 


374 


M  EM  O  IRS     OF 


vUt 


<( 


enemy,  uponf  their*  own  coafts."  Harman  heai^d  hifti, 
butanfwered  like  an  honeft  brave  man,  is  he  was,  that  he 
could  do  nothing  without  orders.  Brounker  upon  this,  went 
to  the  duke*s  cabin,  and  returned  with  orders,  in  his  royal 
highnefs's  name,  to  make  lefs  fail ;  thefe  captain  Harman, 
without  the  leaft  fcruple,  obeyed,  which  created  fome  coh' 
fuiion  in  the  Engiifh  fleet,  feveral  (hips  being  very  near 
running  foul  on  each  other.  ;!  >1H 

In  the  morning,  the  duke  exprefled  furprife  and  refent- 
ment,  to  find  they  were  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  Dutch. 
It  then  appeared,  that  either  through  cowardice,  or  fomc- 
tthing  worfe,  Brounker  had  carried  captain  Harman  orders, 
which  he  never  received.  However,  this  was  concealed 
from  his  royal  highnefs,  and  other  excuTes  made,  fuch  as  a 
briflc  wind  U'om  (hore,  and  their  fire  (hips  being  all  fpent. 
However,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  when  the  Hopfe  of  Com- 
mons was  out  of  humour,  this  affair  was  mentioned,  and 
inquired  into  •  upon  which  Brounker,  who  was  a  member, 
was  moft  defervedly -expelled,  ind  ordered  to  be  impeached, 
but  that  was  never  profecuted.    • 

His  roval  hi^hneifs  left  the  fleet  foon  after,  and  returned 
to  London,  to  make  a  report  of  all  things  to  the  king.  His 
majefty  havihg  attended  his  mother  to  the  coafVs,  went  on 
board  the  Royal-  Charles  in  the  Viver,  where  he  made  a 
^riGt  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  and  the  ftate 
of  their '  (hips  J  arid  receiving  fatisfa£tion  as  to  both,  he 
there,  as  an  encouragement  to  a  like  behaviour,  knighted 
the  mod  condderable  commanders,  viz.  admiral  Tyddi- 
man,  captain  Cuttings,  captain  Jordan,  captain  Spragge, 
^f .  after  which,  he  direfted  that  all  the  (hips  (hould  be 
repaired  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  and  the  fleet,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  be  put  into  a  condition  to  go  out  to  fea  again. 

*T^e  king's  command,  their  generous  fenfc  of  their  late 
victory,  and  the  ne*rs  of  the  two  rich  Dutch  fquadrons  be- 
ing at  fea,  quickly  brought  out  the  Engiifh  navy,  to  the 
number  of  fikty  fail ;  ^d  on  the  fifth.of  July,  they  (leered 
from  South^(M--bayj  into  which  they  put  immediately 
after  thelaft  engagement,  for  thecoaft  of  Holland.  The 
dandard  was 'borne  by  the  gallant  earl  of  Sandwich;  to 
whom  Sir  G^rgc  Ayfcue  was  vice,  and  Sir  Thomas  Tyd- 
diman  reaj;  admiral*  Sir  William  Pe^iti  wasadm^al  of  the 
white.  Sir  WP^IJi^^erkely  tkflj;  aditsiral,  and  Sir  Jdfeph 
Jordan  rp^r  tidmirat.  Thc^Wae  ft*j;  was  cdtt-ied  by  Sir 
Thomas  Allen,  whoife  vice  atfd  4^eir  wtre^  Sir  Otiridbpiher' 
Mthnes,  and'Sir  John  Harm*n»  The^fi^ns  tH'tyiotiad^iA 
yie#  were>  cointefoe^deRi)ytttrbhisrrerarn,.^att  leaft 
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to  take  and  burn  the  Turkey  and  Kail« India  fleets,    of 
wliich  they  had  certain  intelligence. 

I'hey  fucceeded  in  neither  of  their  fchemes.  De  Ruyter 
returned  \inexpe£tedly  by  Scotland,  and  arrived  fafely  in 
Holland,  where  he  was  immediately  promoted  to  the  chief 
command  of  the  fleet.  The  Turkey  and  India  fleet,  con- 
fifting  of  twenty  fail,  under  the  command  of  commodore 
Bitter,  chofe  to  take  the  fame  northern  route,  in  hopes  of 
avoiding  the  Englifli  navy }  but  having  intelligence  at  fea, 
that  this  would  prove  very  difBcult,  if  not  ImpofTible,  they 
took  (belter  in  the  port  of  Berghen  in  Norway. 

The  port  was  pretty  eafy  of  accefs,  and  covered  only  by 
an  old  caftle ;  the  Danifli  governor  promifed  the  Dutch  to 
do  for  them  what  he  could,  and  they  wer^  willing  to  con- 
tribute as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  render  him  able.  In 
order  to  this,  they  landed  forty-one  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  were  difpofed  on  a  line  before  the  fort :. then  the 
Dutch  drew  another  line  crofs  the  bay,  confifting  of  their 
largeft  fliips ;  and  in  this  poflure  they  waited  for  the  En- 
glim.  It  was  not  long  before  they  appeared  j  for  the  earl  of 
Sandwich  having  advice  oi^^  their  being  put  into  Berghen, 
had  detached  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman  with  fourteen  fail  of 
men  of  war,  and  three  Are  fliips,  to  attack  them.  This 
he  performed  with  great  courage,  though  the  wind  was 
againft  them,  and  the  enemy  made  a  prodigious  fire  from 
the  caftle,  the  line,  and  the  fliips ;  fo  that  at  lail  he  was 
forced  to  bear  out  of  the  bay,  and  this  he  performed  with- 
out the  lofs  of  a  fliip,  though  he  had  five  or  fix  very  ill 
treated. 

The  ftates  by  this  time,  partly  by  threats,  partly  by  pu- 
nifliment,  but  flill  more  by  promifes  and  rewards,  had 
again  manned  out  a  ftout  fleet.  Admiral  de  Ruyter  had  the 
command  of  it,  which  gave  no  fmall  difpleafure  to  Tromp  ; 
but  he  grew  into  a  better  temper,  when  he  perceived  that* 
his  competitor  had  the  command  only  in  appearance. 
Their  great  flatefman  de  Witre,  not  fatisfied  with  dire<a- 
ing  all  things  in  the  Dutch  councils,  refolved  alfo  to  direct 
their  fleets ;  to  which  end  he  got  .himfelf^  and  two  other 
deputies,  Meflrs.  Huygens  and  Boreel,  appointed  to  at- 
tend the  admiral. 

The  penfionary  gained  a  very  great  reputation  in  his  new 
charader,  even  before  the  fleet  put  to  fea.  When  he  came 
on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Texel,  the  pilots,  captains,  and  ad- 
mirals, were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  they  muft,  wait 
for  a  fair  wind  in  order  to-  get  out,  thoqgh  ther<s-were 
two  paflTages.     As  to  the  larger,  they  faid,  that  two  and 
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twenty  wind<  might  abfolutely  hinder  a  fleet  from  fsfiling 
through  it ;  and  that  in  refped^  to  the  latter,  it  was  too 
ihallow  for  large  (hips  to  pafs.  M.  de  Witte,  who  was 
tio  feaman,  inquired  into  the  reafon  why  fo  many  winds 
ihould  keep  them  in,  and  the  next  morning  demonflrated 
to  the  pilots  upon  their  own  principles,  that  no  winds 
blowing  from  more  than  four  of  thefe  points,  could  produce 
this  effe£l ;  which  experience  has  fince  fully  juftified.  Yet 
the  wind  being  at  that  time  in  one  of  thefe  four  points,  de 
Witte  went  the  fame  day  and  examined  the  Spanifh  paiTage 
YTith  a  lead,  and  having  done  this,  he  and  Mr.  Van 
Haaren,  who  accompanied  him}  undertook  with  the  next 
tide,  fo  carry  out  two  of  the  largeft  (hips  in  the  fleet,  which 
they  ptrfotnied  very  fafely,  and  the  refl  followed  the  next 
day;    and  ever  iirutt  this  has  been  called  de  Witti's 

The  point  h^  had  principally  in  view  was,  to  bring  off  the 
!Eafi- India  fleet  from  Berghen*  which  was  a  very  difficult 
thing,  <onfld^ring  the  Englifh  fleet  was  then  at  fea..  He 
found  me^ns,  however,  to  pafs  by  thein,  and  arrived  fafely 
before  B^rghen,  where  the  Dutch  had  found  a  new  enemy 
in  their  old  defender*  The  Danifli  governor  modeflly  de- 
flred  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  for  the  affiflance  he  had 
given  them  in  the  |ate  affair,  and  threatened  to  flnk  them 
without  ceremony,  if  they  offiered  to  ftir  out  of  the  port 
before  they  had  complied  with  his  demand.  The  arrival 
<yf  the  fleet  m^d^  him  change  hi$  language  :  he  was  content 
they  (hould  fail  then  without  paying  the  money  j  but  in 
order  to  have  fomewhat  towards  it,  he  kept  the  Cannon 
they  had  put  alhore. 

Thiis  far  de  Witte  was  very  fuccefsful ;  but  in  his  return 
home,  die  fleet  was  fcattered  by  a  ftorm,  in  which  were 
)ofl  two  (^re-(hips,  and  feme  of  the  merchant-men.  The 
yice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral  of  the  Eaft-Ipdia  fleet,  (hips 
of  very  great  value^  with  four  men  of  war,  were  taken  by 
five  Englifh  frigates,  which  the  fame  ftorm  had  feparated 
firom  our  fleet ;  and  fopn  after,  foiir  of  their  men  df  war, 
two  flre-fhips,  and  thirty  merdhant-men,  joined  our  fleet 
]|nftead  of  their  own,  and  by  this  biflake  were  all  taken ; 
Vfhich  ended  the  operations  of  this  year. 

Thfe  French  perceiving  that  the '  fcales  were  nq  longer 
ttth,  but  that  the  Dutch  Wduld  certainly  be  deflroyed,  if 
left  entirely  to  themfek^Sj  or,  which  they  more  appre- 
bMded,  Would  be  forced  to  tnake  fuch  a  pe^ce  as  we  (hould 
t'tfolved  to  declare  in  their  favour. 
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It  quickly  appeared,  that  France,  by  taking  this  meafure, 
niieant  to  make  herfelf  at  once  a  maritime  power }  for  hav- 
ing promifed  to  aflift  the  Dutch  with  a  fleet  of  fix  and 
thirty  men  of  war,  they  were  thus  made  up.  Twelve 
were  built  by  Dutch  carpenters,  in  the  Dutch  docks, 
twelve  more  were  made  out  of  large  Indiamen,  purchafed  "^ 
in  the  fame  country,  and  the  other  twelve  were  either  built 
or  bought  in  the  ports  of  Denmark.  Befides  this,  the 
French  minider,  the  count  d'Eftrades,  infixed  upon  the 
delivering  up  two  £a(l-India  (hips,  of  which  the  Dutch 
had  made  prizes,^  and  wrefted  from  them  many  other  con- 
ceilions,  to  punchafe  his  mafler's  declaration  in  their  fa> 
vour,  agreeable  to  his  fecret  treaty  anno  1662,  which 
was  the  genuine  fource  of  this  war,  and  a  long  train  of 
mir<pries  with  which  this  (late  was  afRided. 

When  this  was  done,  the  French  were  for  fetting  on 
foot  a  negotiation  ;  but  king  Charles  being  then  in  the  true 
intereft  of  his  fubjetts,  was  very  d^af  on  that  ear.  He 
faid,  the  Dutch  had  injured  England  to  the  amount  of  two 
nuliicns  j  and  if  they  thought  (it  to  pay  fo  much  money, 
he  was  grilling  to  grant  them  a  peace  without  any  mediation 
at  all, 

The  next  year  opened  a  new  fcene ;  the  king  recalled  his 
ambafTador,  lord  Holies,  froin  the  French  court,  and  fent 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  in  that  quality  to  Spain  :  two  of  the 
wifeft  fteps  in  his  whole  reign  ^  for,  by  the  (irft,  he  broke 
entirely  (for  this  time  at  leatt)  with  that  perfidious  court ; 
and,  in  confequence  of  the  fecond,  he  concluded  the  moil 
beneficial  treaty  of  commerce,  that  was  ever  made  for  this 
nation.  As  to  naval  affairs  it  was  refolved,  that  the  fleet 
ihould  be  commanded  by  prince  Rupert,  and  the  duke  of 
Albemarle  j  the  former  to  look  after  the  French,  who  be- 
gan to  talk  very  high,  aqd.  the  latter  to  a<St  againfl  the 
Dutch. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  ponfequences  of  thefe  capital  un* 
dertakings,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  fome  notice  of  an 
incident  which  happened  at  Lifbon,  becaufe  it  (hews  the 
gallant  fpirit  of  that  age.  There  were  in  that  port  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  Engli(h  merchantmen,  which  were  to 
come  home  under  the  convoy  of  the  Guinea  frigate.  A 
large  French  man  of  war  was  alfo  there,  and  the  captain 
daily  boaded  to  the  Portuguefe  what  he  would  do  when- 
ever the  Englifh  frigate  put  to  fea.  This  coming  to  the 
ears  of  captain  Coite,  who  commanded  her,  he  fent  the 
iPrenchman  word  he  would  fail  the  next  morning,  which 
lie  performed  accordingly ;  but  having  hovered  on  the  coatl 
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three  days,  in  expectation  of  being  chafed,  he  returned 
into  port,  carried  out  his  fleet  of  merchant-men,  and 
brought  them  fafe  into  the  river  Thames,  the  Frenchman 
continuing  all  the  while  quiet  in  the  harbour  of  Lifbon* 

Prince  Rupert,  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  went  on 
board  the  fleet  on  the  23d  of  April,  1666,  and  failed  with 
it  in  the  beginning  of  May.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
that  month,  the  court  was  informed,  that  the  French  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  were  coming 
out  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Dutch.  But  this  rumour  of 
their  joining  the  Dutch,  was  fpread  by  the  court  of  France, 
in  order  to  deceive  us,  and  didrefs  the  Dutch.  Upon  the 
receiving  this  news,  the  court  fent  pofitive  orders  to  prince 
Rupert  to  fail  with  the  white  fquadron  to  look  out  and  fight 
the  French  j  which  command  that  brave  prince  obeyed,  but 
found  it,  what  many  wife  people  before  thought  it,  a  mere 
gafconade  intended  to  hurt  us,  and  to  raife  the  courage  of 
their  new  allies,  in  order  to  bring  them  into  flill  greater 
dangers. 

At  the  fame  time  prince  Rupert  failed  from  the  Downs, 
the  Dutch  with  their  whole  force  put  to  fea,  the  wind  at 
north-eall,  and  having  a  frelh  gale.  This  brought  the 
Dutch  fleet  on  the  coafts  of  Dunkirk,  and  carried  away 
his  highnefs  towards  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  but  the  wind  fud- 
denly  (hifting  to  the  fouth-wefl,  and  blowing  hard,  brought 
both  the  Dutch  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle  with  his  two 
fquadrons  to  an  anchor.  Captain  Bacon  in  the  Briflol 
firfl;  difcovered  the  enemy,  and,  by  firing  his  guns,  gave 
notice  of  it  to  the  Englifh  fleet.  Upon  this  a  council  of 
war  was  called,  wherein,  without  much  debate,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  fight  the  enemy,  notwithftanding  their  great  fu< 
periority. 

After  the  departure  of  prince  Rupert,  the  duke  of  Albe- 
marle had  with  him  only  fixty  fail ;  whereas  the  Dutch 
fleet  confifted  of  ninety-one  men  of  war,  carrying  four 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  lixreen  guns,  and  twenty-two 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty-two  men.  It  was  the 
firft  of  June  when  they  were  difcerned,  and  the  duke  was 
fo  warm  for  engaging,  that  he  attacked  the  enemy  before 
they  had  time  to  weigh  anchor  j  and,  as  de  Ruyter  him- 
felf  fays  in  his  letter,  they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  cables  j 
and  in  the  fame  letter  he  alfo  owns,  that,  to  tlic  laft,  the 
Englifh  were  the  aggrefTors,  notwithftanding  their  inferiority 
and  other  difad vantages.  The  Englifh  fleet  had  the  wea- 
ther-gage, but  the  wind  bowed  their  fhips  fo  much,  that 
they  xould  not  ufe  their  lowed  tier.  Sir  William  Berkley's 
-;:..  /  fquadron 
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fqiiadrbn  led  the  van.     The  duke  of  Albemarle,  when  he' 
came  on  the  coaft  of  Dunkirk,  to  avoid  running  full  on  a ; 
fand,  made  a  fudden  tack,  and  this  brought  his  top-mad  by~ 
the  boards  which  compelled  him  to  lie  by  for  four  or  live 
hours,  till  another  could  be  fet  up.     The  blue  fqdadron 
knowing  nothing  of  this,  failed  on,  charging  through   the 
Dutch  fleet,  though  they  were  five  to  one. 

In  this  engagement  fell  the  brave  Sir  William  Berkley,' 
and  his  Ihip,  the  Swiftfure,  a  fecond  rate.  Was  taken ;  fo 
was  the  Eflex,  a  third  rate  ;  and  Sir  John  Harman,  in  the 
Henry,  had  the  whole  Zealand  fquadron  to  deal  with. 
His  Ihip  being  difabled,  the  ■  Dutch  admiral  Cornelius 
Everts,  called  to  Sir  John,  and  offered  him  quarter,  who 
anfwered,  **  No,  Sir  !  it  is  not  come  to  that  yet ;"  and  im- 
mediately difcharged  a  broadfide,  by  which  Everts  was 
killed,  and  feveral  of  his  (hips  damaged  ;  which  fo  difcou- 
raged  their  captains,  that  they  quitted  the  Henry,  and  fent 
three  fire-lhips  to  burn  her.  At  lait,  when  the  ihip  began 
to  blaze,  the  boatfwain  of  the  Henry  threw  himfelf  on 
board,  and  having,  by  its  own  light,  difcovered  and  re- 
moved the  grappling  irons,  in  the  fame,  indant  jumped 
back  on  board  his  own  fhip.  He  had  fcarce  done  this, 
before  another  fire-fhip  was  fixed  on  the  larboard,  which 
did  its  bufinefs  fo  effedlually,  that  the  fails  being  quickly 
on  fire,  frighted  the  chaplain  and  fifty  men  overboard. 
Upon  this,  Sir  John  drew  his  fword,  and  threatened  to 
kill  any  man  who  fhould  attempt  to  provide  for  his  own 
fafety  by  leaving  the  Ihip.  This  obliged  them  to  endeavour 
to  put  out  the  fire,  which  in  a  (hort  time  they  did  ;  but  the 
cordage  being  burnt,  the  crofs-beam  fell  and  broke  Sir 
John's  leg,  at  which  indant  the  third  Hre-(hip  bore  down  j 
but  four  pieces  of  cannon  loaded  with  chain-ftiot  difabled 
her:  fo  that,  after  all.  Sir  John  brought  his  (hip  into 
Harwich,  where  he  repaired  her  as  well  as  ne  could,  and, 
notwithltanding  his  broken  leg,  put  to  fea  again  to  feek 
the  Dutch.  The  battle  ended  on  the  firft  day  about  ten  in 
the  evening. 

The  following  n>ght  was  fpent  in  repairing  the  damage 
fuifered  on  both  fides,  and  next  morning  the  attack  was 
renewed  by  the  Englifh  with  frelh  vigour.  Admiral  Van 
Tromp,  with  vice-admiral  Vander  Hulft,  being  on  board 
one  fliip,'  ralhly  eilgaged  it  among  the  Englilh,  and  their 
veiTel  was  in  the  utmoft  dalnger  of  being  either  taken  or 
burnt.  The  Dutch  affairs,  according  to  their  own  ac- 
count, were  now  in  a  defperate  condition  ;  but  admiral  de 
Ruyttt'dt  laft  difengaged  them,  though  not  till  his  (bip  was 
■     i  •'  difabled. 
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difabled,  and  vice-admiral  Vander  Hulft  killed.  Thia  only 
chaneed  the  fcene }  for  de  Ruyter  was  now  as  hard  preiTed 
as  Tromp  had  been  before.  However,  a  reinforcement  ar- 
riving preferved  him  alfo ;  and  fo  the  fecond  day's  fight 
ended  earlier  than  the  firft. 

The  third  day,  the  duke  of  Albemarle  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  retreat ;  and  he  performed  it  with  wonderful  cou- 
rage and  conduct.  He  firft  burnt  three  ihips  that  were  ab^* 
folutely  difabled  :  he  next  caufed  fuch  as  were  moft  torn  to 
fail  before ;  and,  with  twenty-eight  men  of  war  that  were 
in  a  pretty  good  condition,  brought  up  the  rear.  Sir  John 
Harman,  indeed,  fays  he  had  but  fixteen  (hips  that  were 
able  to  %ht.  Yet,  in  the  evening,  his  grace,  difcovering 
the  white  fquadron  coming  to  his  aiTiftanccy'refolved  to  en- 
gage the  enemy  again.  In  joining  prince  Rupert,  a  very 
unlucky  accident  happened  }  for  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  who 
was  on  board  the  Royal  Prince,  the  largeft  (hip  in  the 
whole  fleet,  ran  upon  the  Galloper  j  and  being  in  danger 
of  burning,  and  out  of  all  hopes  of  relief,  was  forced  to 
furrender  |  and  night  then  falling,  ended  this  day's  engage- 
ment. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  the  Dutch,  who  were  ftill  con(ider- 
ably  ftroneer  than  the  £ngli(h,  were  almoft  out  of  (tght ; 
but  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  having  prevailed  on  the  prince 
to  follow  them,  about  eight  in  the  morning  they  engaged 
again,  and  the  £ngli(h  fleet  charged  five  times  through  the 
Dutch  i  till  prince  Rupert's  (hip  being  difabled,  and  that 
of  the  duke  of  Albemarle  very  roughly  handled,  about 
feven  in  the  evening  the  fleets  feparated,  each  fide  being 
willing  enough  to  retire.  In  this  day's  engagement  fell  that 
sallant  admiral  Sir  Chriftopher  Minnes,  who,  having  a 
mot  in  the  neck,  remained  upon  deck,  and  gave  orders, 
keeping  the  blood  from  flowing,  with  his  fingers,  above  an 
hour,  till  another  (hot  pierced  his  throat,  and  put  an  end 
to  his  pain. 

This  was  the  moft  terrible  battle  fought  |n  this,  or  per- 
haps in  any  other  war,  as  the  Dutch  admirals  themfelves 
fay  i  and  the  penfioner  de  VVitte,  who  was  no  flatterer  of 
our  nation,  yet  too  quick  a  man  not  to  difcern,  and  of  too 
great  a  fpirit  to  conceal  the  truth,  (aid  roundly  upon  this 
occaflon,  *'  If  the  Englifh  were  beat,  their  defeat  did  theim 
more  honour  than  all  their  former  vidlories ;  their  own 
fleet  could  never  have  been  brought  on  after  die  fir(l 
day's  fight,  and  he  believed  none  but  theirs  could  ;  and 
ail  the  Dutch  had  difcovered  waS',  that  Engliflimen 
might  be  killed,  and  Engjifh  fl^ip^  burnt  i  but  that  the 
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**  £n^li(h  courage  was  invincible."  Of  this  panegyric  it 
is  hara  to  determine,  wliethcr  it  does  more  honour  to  him 
who  made  it  or  to  the  Englifh  nation.         '  ' 

After  a)I,  rt  is  by  no  means  eafy  to  fay  who  were  vigors 
upon  the  Wholie,  or  what  was  the  lofs  of  the  vnnquifhed. 
ISome  Dutch  writers  talk  of  thirty -five  (hips,  and  between 
five  and  fix  thoufand  men  led  by  theEnglifh;  which  is 
more  than  half  their  fleet,  and  very  little  lefs  than  all  their 
feamen.  Their  beft  hiftorians,  however,  conlpute  our  lofs 
at  fixteen  men  of  war,  of  which  ten  were  funk,  and  (ix 
taken.  Our  writers  fay,  the  Dut(ih  lol\  fifteen  men  of 
war,  twenty-one  captains,  and  five  thoufand  men :  them- 
felves  own  the  lofs  of  nine  (hips,  and  that  then:  was  a  moift 
prodigious  flai^hter  of  thleir  feamen. 

The  duke  of  Albemarle  was  much  blamed  for  his  rafh- 
nefs,  and  great  contempt  of  the  Dutch.  It  feems  he  was 
of  the  fame  fentiment  with  Blake,  and  thought  that  fight, 
ing  was,  almoft  on  any  terms,  preferable  to  running 
awsrv.';,-""  '  ;'t.';;ac 

The  Ddtch'liad  once  more  the  credit  of  appearing  at  fea 
before  the  Englitti,  their  (hips  having  in  thefe  engagements 
fuffered  lefe.  They  iifft  affe«Sled  to  brave  us  on  our  own 
coafts,  and  next  go  in  fearch  of  their  French  allies,  who 
certainly  never  meant  to  afford  them  any  real  afllft ance.  It 
was  fiot  long  before  the  Englilh  appeared.  The  fleet  con* 
fifted  of  eighty- men  of  war^  great  and.fmall,  and  nineteen 
fire-fliips,  divided  into  three  fquadrons :  the  red  under  prince 
Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  who  were  on  board  the 
fame  fliip.  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan  their  vice,  an  '  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  their  rear  admiral.  Sir  Thomas  Alleii  vcs  admiral 
of  the  white,  and  had  under  him  Sir  Thomas  fyddiman, 
and  rear-<admiral  Utburt.  Sir  Jeremiah  Sinith  carried  the 
blue  flag,  and  his  officers  were  Sir  Edward  Spragge  and 
rear-admiral  Kempthorne.  The  Dutch,  according  to  their 
own  accounts,  had  eighty-eight  men  of  war,  and  twenty 
fire-'fliips,  divided  alfo  into  three  fquadrons,  under  lieute- 
ntnt-^adfliiiral  de  Ruyter,  John  Everts,  and  Van  Tromp. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  about  noon,  the  English  came 
up  with  the  enemy  off  the  north  foreland.  Sir  Thomas 
Allen  with  the  white  fquadron  began  the  battle  by  attacking 
Everts.  Fnnce  Rupert  and  the  duke,  about  one  in  the 
afternoon,  made  a  defperate  attack  upon  de'Ruyter,  whofe 
fquadron  was  in  the  centre  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and,  after 
fighting  about  three  hours,  were  obliged  to  go  on  board 
another  (hip.  In  this  fpace  the  white  fquadron  had  entirdy 
defeated  their  enemies,  admiral  John  Everts,  his  vice-ad- 
miral 
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mirai  de  Vrieg,  and  his  rear-admiral  Keondtirs^  being  aM 
killed,  the  vice-admiral  of  Zealand  taken,  and  another 
fhip  of  fifty  guns  burnt.  The  prince,  and  duke /ought  de 
Ruyter  (hip  to  (hip,  difabled  the  Guelderland  of  fixty-fix 
guns,  which  was  one  of  his  feconds*  l<;illed  the  captain  «f 
another,  and  mortally  wounded  two  more ;  upqii  which 
the  Dutch  fquadroA  began  to  fly*  However,  vice-admiral 
Van  Nes  ftood  bravely  by  de  Ruyter,  and  his  (hip.  received 
great  damage  :  yet,  being  at  lait  deferted  by  all  but  feven 
mips,  they  yielded  to  nece(rity»  and  followed  tho.re^  Qf 
their  fleet  as  faft  as  they  could.         ;   .  ^.  .:..:'::' 

Admiral  d^  Ruyter's  (hip  was  fo  Ri'iferably  torn,  and  his 
crew  fo  difpirited  and  fatigued,  that  jie  could  have  ipade 
but  little  refillance,  and  nothing^but  the.  want  of  >vrind  bw- 
dered'the  £ngli(h  from  boarding  hi,m*  As  for  admiral  Van 
Tromp,  he  was  engaged  witj>  $if  Jeremiah  Smith,,  and  the 
blue  fquadron  at  a  diftancc;,  :  and ,  fo  cpulcl  not  ^ff}^:  his 
friends.  As  his  was  the  (Irongeft  fquadron  of  ths  Dutch 
deet,  and  Smith's  the  weakeft  of  the  Englilh,  we  h^d.  no 
■great  advantage  on  that  fide,; , yet  fprne;  we  ha<^- his  vice- 
admiral's  (hip  being  difabled, , and  his,  rear-adnsical  killed ; 
which,  however,  did  not  hinder  his  fighting  i;t  out  with 
much  bravery  a3  long  as  there  was  any  light. 
.  Admiral  de  Ruyter  continued  his  retreat  that  night,  and 
the  next  day  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle  pur^ 
fued  him,  with  part  of; the  red'  fquadron,  with  as;  n^ucji 
vigour  as  the  wind  would  permit.  •:  A  fire^fliip  bore  down 
upon  the  Dutch  admiral,  and  miiTed  very  little  of  fettjng 
him  on  (ire^  They  then  cannonaded  i^gain,  whi^n  de  Ruy- 
ter found  himfelf  fo  hard  prclTed,  and  h^s  fleet  in  fuch 
eminent  danger,  that  in  a  fit  of  defpair  he  cried  out,  ^*  My 
*'  Qod,  what  a  wretch  am  1 1  amongil  fo  many  thoufand 
*«  bullets,  is  not  there  one  to  put  me  out  pif;  my  pain  i" 
By  degrees,  however,  he  drew  near  their  own  (hallow 
coaft,  where  the  £ngli(h  could  not  follow  him,  Upon  this 
occafion  prince  Rupert  infulted  the  Dutch  admiral,  by 
fending  a  little  (haliop  called  the  Fanfan,  with.two  fmall 
guns  on  board,  which,  being  by  force  of  oars  brought 
near  de  Ruyter's  veflel,  fired  upon  him  for  two  hours  to- 
gether ^  but  at  laft  a  ball  froni  the  Dutch  admiral  fo  da- 
maged this  contemptible  enemy,  that  the  crew  were  forced 
to  roW;,  and  that  briflcly,  to  fave  their  lives.  The  enemy 
being  driven  over  the  flats  into  the  wielings,  the  £ngli(h 
went  to  lye  at  Schonevelt,  the  ufual  rendezvous  of  •  the 
,  Dutch  fleets. 

.     '  This 
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This  was  the  cleareft  victory  gained  during  the  whole 
war :  the  Dutch  were  miferably  beaten,  and  their  two 
great  admirals  de  Ruyter  and  Tromp  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  lay  the  blame  on  each  other,  which  they  did<  In 
this  battle  the  Dutch  loft  twenty  (hips  ;  four  admirals  killed, 
and  a  great  many  captains :  as  to  private  men,  there  might 
be  about  4000  ilain,  and  3000  wounded.  The  Englilh 
had  only  the  Refolution  burnt,  three  captains  killed,  and 
about  30  private  men. 

On  the  29th  of  July  the  Englifh  fleet  weighed  anchor, 
and  fteered  their  courfe  for  the  Ulie ;  but,  the  wind  being 
contrary^  they  did  not  make  the  ifland  till  the  7th  of  Au- 
guft.  Being  then  come  to  anchor,  prince  Rupert  and  the 
duke  of  Albemarle  received  intelligence,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  there  were  very  rich  magazines  on  the  iflands, 
and  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen  lying  between  them,  yet 
Ulie  and  Schelltng  were  very  indinerently  guarded  ^  upon 
which  it  was  refolved  to  attack  them  without  delay.    , 

Upon  this,  a  council  of  flag-officers  was  called^  in  order 
to  make  the  neceflary  difpofltions  for  this  great  attempt. 
There  it  was  refolved,  that  300  men  (hould  be  drawn  out 
of  each  fqiiadron,  two  thirds  land  and  one  third  feamen, 
under  nine  captains,  and  the  whole  to  be  executed  under 
the  dire^ion  of  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  rear-admiral  of  the 
red,  with  whom  went  Sir  William  Jennings,  who,  in 
cafe  it  was  found  expedient  to  attack  both  iflands  at  the 
fame  time,  was  to  command  one  divifion.  The  fliips  ap« 
pointed  for  this  enterprize  were  five  fourth,  three  fifth 
rates,  five  fire-fliips,  and  feven  ketches,  as  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  tells  us. 

On  the  9th  of  Auguft,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  ttus 
fquadron  weighed,  divided  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and 
came  to  anchor  about  a  league  from  the  Buoys,  where 
they  met  the  prince's  pleafure-boat  called  the  Fanfan,  the 
crew  of  which  had  difcovered  in  the  harbour  a  confiderable 
fleet  of  fliips  near  the  Ulie,  which  proved  to  be  170  mer- 
chant-fliips,  the  leaft  of  which  was  not  of  lefs  than  200 
tons  burden,  with  two  men  of  war,  which  had  lately  con- 
voyed home  near  100  of  thofe  (liips  from  the  northward, 
fome  from  the  Streights,  fome  from  Guinea,  fome  from 
Ru(r]a,«rome  from  the  eaft  countries :  the  reft  were  out- 
ward-bound fliips,  all  of  which  likewife  were  very  richly 
laden. 

Sir  Robert  Holmes,  confidering  that  if  he  fliould  pro- 
ceed, as  his  defign  was,  firft  to  attempt  a  defcent  on  the 
land,  that  numerous  fleet  might  poflibly  pour  in  fuch  num- 
bers 
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bers  of  men,  ai  might  render  the  fucccfs  hazardous,  re« 
folved  to  begin  with  the  (hips  ;  and  accordingly,  having  or* 
dercd  the  Advice  and  the  Hampfhire  to  Ive  without  the 
Buovs,  he  weighed  with  the  reh  of  his  ^eet ;  and,  the 
wind  being  oontrary,  he  turned  with  much  ado  into  Schel- 
ling  road,  where  the  Tyger  came  to  anchor,  and  immedi- 
ately Sir  Eobert  went  on  board  the  Fanfan,  and  hoifted 
hit  fla^ ;  upon  which  the  officers  came  on  board  him,  and 
there  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Pembrdce  which  drew  the 
Icaft  water,  with  the  five  fire-(hips,  Aiould  fall  in  amongft 
the  enemy's  ^eet  with  what  fpeed  they  could. 

Captain  ^rown  with  his  fiit-fhip  chofe  to  lav  the  biggefl 
man  of  war  on  board,  and  burnt  the  vefTef  downright. 
Another  fire-lhip  running  up  at  the  fame  time  to  the  other 
man  of  war,  the  captain,  backing  his  falls,  efcaped  the  pre- 
fent  execution  of  the  fire-^fhip,  but  fo  as  to  run  the  (hip  on 
ground,  wliere  it  was  prcfently  taken  by  fome  of  the  long- 
boats, and  fired.  The  other  three  fife-(hips  clapped  the 
three  great  merchantmen  on  board,  which  carried  flags  in 
their  main-tops,  and  burnt  them.  This  put  their  fleet  into 
great  confufion,  which  Sir  Robert  Holmes  perceiving, 
made  a  fignal  for  aH  the  officers  to  come  on  board  again, 
and  prefentiy  gave  orders,  that  Sir  William  Jennings,  \ith 
ail  the  boats  that  could  be  fpared,  (hould  take  the  advan- 
tage, and  &11  in,  fink,  burn,  and  deflroy  all  they  could, 
but  with  a  ftriin:  command,  that  they  fhould  not  plunder. 
The  execution  was  fo  well  followed,  each  captain  deftroy- 
ing  his  fhare,  feme  twelve,  fome  fift<:en  merchantmen,  that, 
of  the  whole  fleet,  there  efcaped  not  above  eight  or  nine 
(hips,  one  of  which  was  a  Guineaman  of  twenty-four  guns, 
and  three  Imall  privateers :  thefe  ihips,  being  driven  up 
into  a  narrower  corner  of  the  flream,  fervca  to  prote^ 
four  or  five  merchantmen  that  were  a*head  of  them,  where 
it  was  not  poffible  for  our  boats  to  come  at  them,  though 
even  thefe  few  were  much  damaged. 

The  next  day  it  was  found  more  expedient  to  land  on  the 
iiland  of  Schelling  than  upon  that  of  Ulie,  which  was 
performed  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  with  eleven  companies 
in  his  long-boats ;  and  he  debarked  with  little  or  no  oppo- 
fition.  When  he  came  on  (hore,  he  left  one  company  to 
fecure  his  boat,  and  with  the  other  ten  marched  thilfe  miles 
farther  up  into  the  country  to  the  capital  tawn  called  Ban- 
daris,  in  which  there  were  upwards  of  looo  very  good 
houfes,  where,  keeping  five  companies  upon  the  fkirts  of 
the  town  to  prevent  any  furprize  from  tiie  enemy,  he  fent 
the  otlier  five  to  fet  fire  to  the  place:  but  findmg  them 
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fomewhat  flow  in  executing  that  order,  and  fearing  they 
might  be  tempted  to  forget  themfelves  in  order  to  pillage, 
he  was  himfelf  forced  to  fet  fire  to  fomc  lioufet  to  th« 
windward,  the  fooner  to  difpatch  the  work,  and  haften  hit 
men  away,  which  burnt  with  fuch  violence,  that,  in  hal£ 
an  hour's  time,  moft  part  of  the  town  was  in  a  bright 
flame.  This  place  was  reported,  by  thofe  that  were  found 
in  it,  to  have  been  very  rich,  and  fo  it  appeared  by  fome 
of  the  foldiers  pockets }  but  Very  few  people  were  to  be  feen 
there,  having  had  time  to  efcape  from  the  danger,  except 
fome  old  men  and  women,  who  were  ufed  by  the  Englifh^ 
after  they  fell  into  their  hands,  with  all  pofnble  gentlenefs 
and  humanity. 

This  blow,  and  that  too  in  many  refpe^s,  greatly  affefl-* 
ed  the  tauten,  who,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  fuf'^ 
fered,  by  burning  the  town  and  magazines,  the  lofs  o£ 
near  fix  millions  of  guilders ;  and,  if  we  take  the  fhips  and 
their  rich  cargoes  into  this  computation,  they  confefs  that 
they  were  lofers  to  the  amount  of  eleven  millions^  or 
1,100,000  pounds  fierling.  We  need  not  wonder  that  ihii 
wound  cut  very  deep,  and  (engaged  the  flates  to  ufe  theic 
utmoft  diligence  in  fitting  oiit  a  new  fleet. 

£ut,  beiore  we  come  io  this  expedition,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  introduce  a  paHiige,  which  hitherto  has  not  found 
a  place  in  our  hidory.  The  deflroying  the  Dutch  jfhips^ 
and  the  buirning  the  town  of  Bandaris,  though  done  by 
Englifhmen,  was  no  Englifh  projedii  One  captain  Heeni- 
fkerk,  a  Dutchman,  who  fled  hither  for  fear  of  his  being 
called  to  an  account  for  tnifbehaviour  under  Opdam,  was 
the  author  of  that  diflnal  fcene.  After  the  return  of  the 
fleet,  he  Was  one  day  at  court,  and  boafling,  in  the  hear- 
ing of  King  Charles  II.  of  the  bloody  revenge  he  had  taken 
upon  his  country^  that  monarchy  with  a  ftern  countenance, 
bid  him  withdraw,  and  never  prefume  to  appear  again  iri 
his  prefence.  He  fent  him,  however,  a  very  confiderable 
fum  of  money  for  the  fervice,  with  which  he  retired  to 
Venice* 

4s  foon  as  the  fleet  was  ready^  the  cottimand  was  be- 
ftowed  on  Michael  de  Ruyter,  Tromp  having  at  that  time, 
in  cc^fequence  of  his  difpute  with  de  Ruyter,  laid  down  his 
commifTion.  This  navy  confided  of  feventy-nine  men  of 
war  and  frigates,  and  twenty-feven  fire-fhips*  The  firft 
defiga  they  had  was  to  join  the  French  fquadron,  which 
Louis  XIV.  had  promifed  to  fit  out  for  their  afllftance ;  in 
this  they  were  mofl  egregioufly  difappointed,  and  after  a 
dangerous  navigation,  in  which  they  were  more  than  once 
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chafed  by  a  fuperior  English  fleet,  they  were  glad  to  re- 
turn, though  fired  with  indignation  at  fuch  ufage,  which, 
it  is  faid,  wrought  fo  powerfuHy  on  the  mind  of  the  gallant 
de  Ruyter,  as  to  throw  him  into  a  fit  of  ficknefs. 

When  the  French  thought  the  coaft  was  become  pretty 
clear,  they  ventured  cut  with  their  fleet ;  but  Sir  Thomas 
Allen  attacking  them  with  his  fquadron,  boarded  the 
Ruby,  a  fine  fhip  of  a  thoufand  tons  and  fifty-four  guns,  and 
carried  her  in  a  fhort  time,  which  fo  difcouraged  the  French 
miniftry,  that  they  fcarce  trufled  their  navy  afterwards  out 
of  fight  of  their  own  (hore. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  1666,  all  parties  began  to  grow 
weary  of  the  war  j  and  the  king  of  Sweden  having  offered 
his  mediation,  it  was  readily  accepted  on  both  fides.  On 
the  one  hand,  the  plague,  the  fire  of  London,  and  other 
national  misfortunes,  particularly  the  reftleffnefs  of  facti- 
ons, (a  miichief  from  which  we  are  very  feldom  long  free,) 
engaged  King  Charles  to  be  very  earneft  as  well  as  fincere 
in  his  defires  of  a  peace.  The  Dutch,  on  the  other  hand, 
needed  it ;  they  were  drawn  into  the  war  to  ferve  the  pur- 
pofes  of  their  miniftry,  and  many  arts  had  been  prai^ifed 
to  keep  them  in  it,  though  it  was  equally  againft  their  in- 
terefls  and  their  inclinations.  Now,  when  France  found 
pacific  meafures  expedient,  or  rather  was  convinced  that 
carrying  the  war  on  would  ferve  only  to  raife  the  reputation 
of  England,  and  to  obfcure  their  own,  as  well  as  ruin  the 
Dutch ;  a  treaty  was  fet  on  foot  at  Breda,  not  only  at  the 
defire  of  the  Hates,  but  by  their  exprefs  appointment  both 
of  time  and  place,  in  which  they  were  indulged  by  King 
Charles,  purely  to  fhew  the  fincerity  of  his  refolution. 
Whilft  this  treaty  was  thus  negotiating,  dc  Wittc  was  re- 
foived  to  put  in  practice  his  bafe  project ;  which,  though 
executed  with  fuccefs,  and  eAeemed  glorious  for  a  mo- 
ment, yet,  in  the  end,  proved  fatal  to  his  country,  and 
more  efpecially  fo  to  himielf  and  his  brother,  who,  to  fhew 
how  much  it  was  their  Own,  had  the  immediate  conduct 
and  execution  of  it. 

When  the  penfionary  John  de  Witte  was  lafl  on  board 
the  Dutch  f^eet,  and,  fn  the  abfence  of  the  Enghfh  navy, 
had  cruifed  upon  our  coafl,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  fend- 
ing feveraJ  perfons  to  found  the  mouth  of  the  river  Thames, 
in  order  to  difcover  how  far  it  might  be  pradicable  to  make 
any  attempt  therein  with  large  (hips ;  and  having  by  this 
means  found,  with  what  facility^  the  project  he  had  form- 
ed might  be  executed,  he  refolVed  to  proceed  in  it,  not- 
withflanding  the  negotiations  for  peace  were  then  far  ad- 
vanced 
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vanced.  He  at  firft  opened  himfelf  to  the  cbunt  d'£(lrades, 
the  French  ambaifador,  "who  communicated  hi$  dedgn  to 
his  court,  where  it  met  with  the  utmoft  approbatidn,  and 
where  me;)rures  were  tak^h  for  rendering  it  tffc&viii  in  it3 
execution.  j^  lu  ^ 

To  this  end  it  was  n'eceflary  king  Charles  (hould  be  per- , 
fuaded  that  there  was  no  neceflity  of  fitting  out  a  fleet  for 
this  year,  fince  that  would  have  rendered  the  defign  of  the 
Dutch  ftatefmati  not  onfy  difficult  and  dangefous,  but  ab- 
folutely  impradticable.  With  a  view  to  this,  the  queeii-*" 
mother  was  perfuaded  to  vwite  her  fon  a  letter,  wherein  flie 
informed  him,  that  his-  moft  chridian  majefty,  and  the 
ftates-general,  had  turned  their  thoughts  entirely  towards 
peace ;  and  that  it  might  have  ill  effects,  if  his  inajeily,  by 
fitting  out  a  great  fleet,  ffiould  alarm  them  on  their  own  ' 
coafts,  as  in  the  preceding  year.  This  adv'ice,  fupported 
by  the  intrigues  of  the  earl  of  St.  Alban's,  and  agreeing 
with  the  king's  temper  atid'eii'cuhrtftances,  whofe  minifters 
deceived,  v^fholb  miilreflbs  beggared,  and  whofe  courtiers 
plundered  him,  againft  whofe  meafures  a  party  was  formed,  [ 
many  of  whom,  notwithftanding  their  vehement  profef- 
iions  of  patriotifm,  in  reality  meant  little  ihore  than  places 
and  preferments,  we  need  not  w'pttder  he  fell  fo  readily  into 
it  J  for  meanly  covetous,  atid  fquandering  lieedy  princes, 
are  alike  liable  to  the  greatefl  foible  in  governing  \  the  pre- 
ferring prefent  gain  to  any  future  profpedt  whatever.  Not- 
withftandipg^  therefore,  his  naval  magazines  were  never 
better  provided,  king  Charles,  by  a  fti'ange  fatality,  order- 
ed only  tWo  fmall  fquadrons  ^r  the  fummer  fervice,  in 
1667* 

Things  beiiig  thus  in  readinefs,  the  laft  refolution  was 
taken  in  Holland  for  the  immediate  execution  of  penfionary 
de  Witte's  projeft  j  and  this  refolution  was  figned  by  the 
French  minifter,  as  well  as  by  the  deputies  of  the  ftates. 
His  moft  chriftian  majefty  had  promifed  that  a  fquadron  of 
his  ftiips,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort, 
ihould  aflfift  therein.  However,  that  the  iftue  of  the  thing 
might  irritate  the  Englifti  againft  the  Dutch  only,  the  French 
as  ufual,  waved  the  performance  of  their  promife ;  when 
the  matter,  however,  was"  fo  far  advanced,  that  the 
Dutch  found  it  impoifible  for  them  to  go  back.  Yet  the 
li^nglilh  minifters  were  treating  all  this  time  at  Breda, 
where,  from  the  beginning,  there  was  a  fair  appearance  of 
fpeedily  cbncluding  a  peace. 

The  pretence  made  ufe  of  by  John  de  Witte,  for  fitting 
out  in  the'  fpring,  was  themifchief  which'^^d  been  done 
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to  their  navigation  by  the  privateers  from  Scotland.  Xn 
drdtr  to  check  theCe,  admiral  Van  Ghendt  was  fent  with  a 
confiderable  fleet  into  the  Frith,  with  orders  to  burn  the 
coafls,  and  recover  fuch  (hips  as  were  in  thofe  ports.  He 
Appeared  before  Leith  on  the  ift  of  May,  and  might,  if  he 
had  thought  fit,  have  done  a  great  deal  of  mifcliief ;  but 
he  contented  himfelf  with  cannonading  Burnt-ifland  to  very 
little  purpoie.  When  the  EngliHi  court  received  the  news 
of  this  proceeding,  it  confirmed  them  in  their  opinion, 
that  there  woula  be  no  fighting  that  year,  and  that  this 
expedition  was  purely  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people 
enough  difturbed  by  their  late  lofles.  This  (hews  the  folly 
of  truftiog^n  enemy,  and  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all 
£ritiih  ftatefmen  for  the  future.  If  the  king  at  this  time 
had  pawned  the  jewels  of  the  crown,  or  the  crown  itfelf, 
(as  fome  of  his  predecefTors  did),  to  pay  his  feamen,  and 
put  a  ftrong  fleet  to  fea,  he  had  turned  the  tables,  made  a 
good  peace,  and  pafled  the  remainder  of  his  reign  in  quiet. 

But  penfionary  de  Witte,  in  the  mean  time,  liad  haftily 
manned  out  a  lar^e  fleet,  under  the  command  of  de  Ruy- 
ter,  on  board  which  he  intended  to  have  gone  in  perfon ; 
but  the  French  protefted  againft  this  ftep,  and  therefore  he 
wa$  at  lad  content  to  (end  Cornelius  de  Witte,  his  bro- 
ther. Care  had  been  taken  to  provide  fome  of  the  old  re- 
publican ofiicers  to  command  the  troops  which  were  to 
make  a  defcent }  and  thefe  alfo  eaflly  procured  pilptstp 
condu£t  the  Dutch  into  our  rivers  and  ports.  ,  ,  t 

The  fleet  being  ready,  failed  over  to  the  Englifh  coaft, 
wliere  ifSvas  joined  by  Van  Gheiidt,  and  confilled  then  of 
fevertty  men  of  war,  be(ides  fire  fliips.  On  the  feventh  of 
June  they  attacked  Sheernefs,  which  was  at  that  time 
imfiniihed,  and  in  no  ftate  of  defence.  Here  they  found 
fifteen  iron  guns,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  naval 
ftores.  Though  the  court  bad  fcarce  any  warning  of  this 
attempt^  yet  the  duke  of  Albemarle,.Sir  Edward  Spragge, 
and  other  great  ofHccrs,  had  made  all  imaginable  provifion 
for  the  defence  of  the  river  Med  way,  by  finkmg  (hips  in 
the  paflfage,  throwing  a  chain  acrofs  it,  and  placing  three 
large  veflels,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Dutch  in  this 
war,  behind  the  chain.  The  Dutch  had  the  advantage  of 
a  ftrong  eafterly  wind,  which  encouraged  them  to  endea- 
vour burning  our  (hips  at  Chatham,  m  fpitc  of  all  thefe 
precautions  To  well  and  wifely  taken  to  preferve  them.  It 
was  on  the  twelfth  they  executed  this  defign ;  which  at  iafl, 
however,  had  mifcarried,  if  one  captain  Brakell,  who  was 
a  prifoner  on  bofrd  their  fleet  for  fome  miibehavlour,  had 
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not  offered  (to  wipe  out  the  memory  of  his  former  miftake) 
to  undertake  breaking  the  chain,  which  he  gallantly  per^ 
formed. 

He  alfo  with  great  bravery  boarded  and  took  one  of  the 
EngliHi  fi'igate^  which  guarded  the  pafTage,  foon  after  the 
Matthias,  the  Unity,  and  the  Charles  the  Fifth,  being  thp 
(hips  which,  as  we  before  obferved,  had  been  taken  froni , 
the  Dutch,  were  fet  on  fire.  The  next  day,  the  advantage 
of  wind  and  tide  continuing,  they  advanced  with  fix  men 
of  war  and  five  iire  (hips  as  high  as  Upnore  caftle,  but 
were  fo  warmly  received  by  major  Scot,  -who  commanded 
therein,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  from  tlie  oppofite  fhore^ 
gave  them  fo  much  diilurbance,  that  they  were  quickly 
obliged  to  return.  However,  as  they  came  back,  they 
burnt  the  Royal  Oak,  a  very  fine  fhip,  and  in  her  captaia 
Douglas,  whofe  behaviour  ought  to  perpetuate  his  me« 
mory.  He  had  received  orders  to  defend  his  fhip,  whicl^ 
he  did  with  the  utmofl  refolution ;  but  having  none  to  re> 
tire,  he  chofe  to  be  burnt  with  her,  rather  than  live  to  be 
reproached  with  having  deferted  his  command.  On  the 
fourteenth  they  carried  off  the  hull  of  the  Royal  Charles^ 
notwithflanding  ^11  the  Englifh  could  do  to  prevent  it  ^ 
which  was  what  they  had  principally  at  heart.  In  their 
return,  two  Dutch  men  of  war  ran  afhore  in  the  Medway, 
and  were  burnt,  which,  with  leight  fire  fbips  confumed  ia 
the  adion,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed,  is  all  the 
lofs  acknowledged  by  the  Dutch  writers  ^  though  it  was 
thought  they  really  fufFered  much  mor<. 

De  Ruyter,  highly  pleafed  with  what  he  liad  performed, 
left  admiral  Van  Nes  with  part  of  his  fleet  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames,  and  failed  with  the  r«ft  to  portfmouth,  ia 
very  fanguine  hopes  of  burning  thelhips  $here.  Failing 
in  this  defign,  he  failed  weftward  to  Torbay,  where  he 
was  likewife  repulfed.  Then  he  returned  back  again  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  with  twenty- five  fail  came  a$ 
high  as  the  Hope,  where  our  fqu^ron  lay,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Edward  Spragge.  This  conlifled  of  eighteen 
fail ;  yet,  tiie  admiral  not  being  on  board  when  the  enem^ 
began  the  attack,  we  fuffered  at  firfl  from  their  fire  fhips  ]^ 
but  Sir  Edward  repairing  with  great  diligence  to  his  com- 
mand, and  being  joined  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan  with  a  few 
fmall  fhips,  quickly  forced  the  Dutch  to  retire...  The  like 
fuccefs  attended  their  attsick  on  Land -guard  fo^t^^  Vvhicb 
was  performed  by  fixteen  hundred  men,  coinmanded  by 
colonel  Doleman,  a  republican,  under  the  fire  of  their/ 
whole  fle6t:fatii  governor  Darrel,   an  old  cavalier,  beat 
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thein  off  with  great  lofs.  On  the  twenty-thir4.  Van  Nes 
failed  again  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  Hope,  where  he  en- 
gaged Sir  Edward  Spragge,  who  had  with  him  five  frigates, 
and  feventcen  fire  (hips.  This  proved  a  very  (harp  adion, 
at  leali  between  the  fire  iTiips,  of  which  the  Dutch  writers 
tbemfelves  confefs  they  fpent  eleven  to  our  eight. 

The  next  day  the  £lngli(h  attacliLed  the  Dutch  in  their 
turn  i  and,  notwithftanding  their  fupcriority,  forced  them 
to  retire,  and  to  burn  the  only  fire  fliip  they  had  left  to  pre- 
vent her  being  taken.  On  the  25th  they  bore  out  of  the 
river,  with  all  the  fail  they  could  make,  followed  at  a  dif- 
tance  by  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  and  his  remaining  fire  (hips. 
On  the  twenty-fixth,  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  they 
were  met  by  another  £ngli(h  fquadron  from  Harwich,  con- 
fifting  of  five  men  of  war,  and  fourteen  fire  (hips.  They 
boldly  attacked  the  Dutch,  and  grappled  the  vice  admiral 
of  Zealand,  and  another  large  fliip }  but  were  not  able  to 
fire  them,  though  they  frighted  a  hundred  of  their  men 
into  the  fea.  The  rear  admiral  of  Zealand  was  forced  on 
(hore,  and  fo  much  damaged  thereby,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
return  home. 

The  Dutch  fleets,  though  it  was  now  very  evidenf  that 
no  impreflion  couid  be  made,  as  had  been  expe<:^ed,  on  the 
Engliui  coafts,  continued  (Ijil  hovering  about,  even  after 
they  were  informed  that  the  peace  was  actually  figned,  and 
ratifications  exchanged  at  Breda.  Our  writers  are  at  a  lofs 
to  account  for  this  conduft ;  but  a  Dutch  hifiorian  has  told 
us  very  plainly,  that  Cornelius  de  Witte  ordered  pll  our 
ports,  on  that  fide,  to  be  founded,  and  tpok  incredible 
pains  to  be  informed  of  the  ftrength  of  oi|r  maritime  forts, 
and  the  provifion  niade  for  prptefling  the  niouths  of  our 
rivers ;  which  (hewed  piaipiy,  that  though  this  was  the 
firft,  it  vi(as  hot  cteHgned  to  be  the  laft  viiit  they  paid  qs. 

While  the  whole  Dutch  fle^t  was  employed  in  alarming 
our  coafts.  Sir  Jeremiah  Smirh  was  fent  with  a  fpiall  fqua- 
dron nort;n wards  ;  with  whiiph,  and  the  a(ri(lance  of  a  nu- 
merous fleet  of  privateers^  ^Ire:}dy  abroad  for  their  own 
purpofe,  the  pqtch  comm(;r?i:  to  the  Baltic  was  in  a  man- 
ner ruined,  and.  multitudes  pf  rich  prizes  were  daily 
brought  ipto  Englifli  ports.  Thus  it  may  be  truly  faid, 
that  the  nations  at  this  time  changed  chara^ers.  The 
Dutch  preferred  the  infult  at  Chatham,  which,  all  things 
con(idered,  was  oi^  little  or  no  cotifequence  t9  th^m,  to  the 
prefervatidn  of  their  trade  ;  and  the  English  endeavoured 
to  m^ke  th6niifelves  amends  for  this  unexp«<^(e;4  Ipfs  of  a 
few  men  pf  war.  by  taking  numbers  of  mercka()t>-iDen* 
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Such  twe  the  effe£b  which  private  paflions  produce  in  pub- 
lic affairs. 

The  Englifh,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  took  the  idand  of  St. 
Euftatius,  Salia,  St.  Martin,  Bonaira,  the  idand  of  To- 
bago, and  other  places,  from  the  Dutch.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Dutch,  under  the  conduct  of  commodore  Kryn- 
fen,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Surinam  ;  and  the  French, 
aiEded  by  the  Dutch,  almoft  deprived  the  Englifh  of  their 
half  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  after  feveral  obfti- 
n.ite  difputes,  and  the  death  of  their  commander  les  Salles. 
Six  frigates,  and  fome  other  fmall  veiTels  from  Barbadoes, 
failing  from  thence  to  repair  this  lofs,  were  fo  ill  treated  by 
a  violent  ftorm,  that  they  were  put  out  of  a  condition  to 
execute  their  deiign,  and  two  or  three  of  the  mod  difabled 
fhips  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  thoueh,  before 
their  misfortune,  they  had  burnt  two  Dutch  mips  richly 
laden,  in  the  harbour  of  Los  Santos.  Some  authors  fay, 
this  little  fleet  was  commanded  by  the  lord  Willoughby, 
and  that  himfelf  was  lod  in  the  hurricane.  The  Englifli 
were  more  fuccefsful  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Surinam, 
where  tliey  deftroyed  the  Dutch  colony,  took  a  fort  be- 
longing to  the  French,  and  afterwards  made  themfelves 
madersof  many  rich  prizes,  at  the  expence  of  that  nation. 

The  Dutch  admiral  Evertz,  in  conjunction  with  com- 
modore Krynfen,  recovered  the  idand  of  Tobago,  and  did 
a  great  deal  of  mifchief  upon  the  coad  of  Virginia.  In 
March,  1667,  Sir  John  Harman  was  fent  with  a  fquadron 
of  twelve  men  of  war  to  redrefs  thefe  mifchiefis.  He  per- 
formed all  that  he  was  fent  for,  and  cleared  the  feas  both  of 
French,  and  Dutch  rovers }  yet  he  had  not  been  long  there 
before  he  found  himfelf  pudied  by  a  fuperior  force.  The 
Dutch  commodore  Krynfen,  having  embarked  on  board 
his  fquadron  thirteen  hundred  land  troops,  failed  to  Mar*- 
tinico,  where  he  joined  monfieur  de  la  Barre,  who  com- 
manded all  the  forces  of  the  French  king  in  thofe  parts. 
Their  fleet,  after  this  jun(Stion,  confided  of  two  and  twen- 
ty fail  of  doui  ftiips,  with  which  they  went  to  feek  the  En- 
glidi  fquadron  upon  the  coad  of  St.  Chridopher's. 

On  the  loth  of  May,  1667,  an  engagement  ienfucd, 
which  laded,  with  great  vigour,  for  above  three  hours,  in 
which  the  Englifli,  notwithdandins  the  fuperior  force  of 
the  enemy,  obtained  a  complete  vi^ory.  The  Englifli  ad- 
miral with  his  fleet  came  foon  after  thither,  burnt  the 
French  admiral,  and  fix  or  feven  diips  ih  the  harbour,  and 
either  funk  himfelf,  or  obliged  the  French  to  fink,  ail  the 
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reft  of  the  (hips  that  were  there,  except  two,  with  the  lofi 
oply  of  eighty  men* 

In  the  firft  of  thefe  engsigements,  our  writers  have  ob<< 
ferved,  that  the  admiral,  ^r  John  Harinan,  was  exceed- 
ingly jU  of  the  gout,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  ftir.  On  the 
firing,  however,  he  ftarted  up,  and  went  upon  deck,  gave 
}kis  or4prs  throughout  the  engagement,  in  which  he  aded 
with  all  the  alacrity  imaginable,  and,  when  it  was 
over  became  as  lame  as  he  was  before.  By  thefe  vi<Slories 
lie  became  mafter  in  thofe  feas,  and  took  from  the  Dutch 
their  plantation  at  Surinam ;  but,  however,  it  was  re- 
ilored  by  the  treaty,  as  not  taken  within  the  time  limited 
by  that  treaty  for  the  conclulion  of  hoftilities. 

There  were  three  diftin£l  treaties  of  peace  figned  at  Bre- 
da, with  tjie  Dutch,  the  French,  and  the  Danes,  by  the 
JEngli(h  minifters ;  who  were  Lord  Holies  and  Mr.  Co- 
ventry i  which  were  ratified  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Ai^- 
jguft,  1667.  TJfie  terms  upon  which  this  peace  viras  made, 
-Were  fafe  and  honourable,  at  lead,  though  not  fo  glorious 
|ind  beneficial  as  might  have  been  expeAed  after  fuch  a 
war.  By  it  the  honour  of  the  flag  was  fecured,  and  the 
ifland  of  Polerbn,  to  prevent  further  difputes,  was  yielded 
io  the  Dutch.  In  the  Weft-Indies  we  kept  all  that  we  had 
taken,  except  Surinaip,  and  the  French  weire  obliged  to  re- 
|lore  what  they  had  taken  from  us  in  thofe  parts. 
'  It  is  Certain  that  the  king  niade  this  peace  much  again^ 
liis  will,  and  without  obtaining  what  he  expelled  from  the 
war.  The  motives  which  induced  him  thereto,  were 
chiefly  thefe.  Firf^,  disorders  iti  his  domeftic  affairs, 
which  dif(|uieted  him  with  great  reafon.  He  found  there 
was  a  ftrohg  difafFe£libn  amongft  his  fubje£);s,  which  pro- 
duced the  late  misfortune  at  Chatham ;  and,  in  cafe  the 
war  had  continued,  would  have  probably  had  ftill  worfe 
effects.  And,  fecondly,  the  French  king's  defign  was 
become  apparent ;  and  his  claim  to  the  greateft  part  of  thie 
opanifh  Netherlands  openly  avowed.  If  therefore,  the 
quarrel  between  Great-Britaih  apd  Holland  had  fubfifted 
any  longer,  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent  muft 
have  been  immediately  and  irretrievably  loft.  Such  were 
the  true  grounds  of  the  peace  at  Breda ;  and  whoever  coh- 
^ders  the  fituation  of  things  at  home  and  abroad  at  that  junc- 
ture, will  think  it,  upon  the  yrliole,  as  good  a  peace  as 
j^ould  have  been  expected. 

'  ■'  We  fucceeded  better  in  our  negotiations  this  year  in 
other  parts.  The  worthy  and'wif^  carl  of  Sandwich,  con- 
cluded, on  the  thirteenth  of  May,  a  treaty  with  Spain, 
'  "'      >  '        .  whereby 
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whereby  all  old  differences  were  fettled,  the  friendfhlp  be^ 
tween  the  two  crowns  renewed  and  ftrengthened,  and  our 
commerce  much  extended.  Soon  after  this,  his  ^ordihip 
went  to  Lifbon,  and  there,  by  his  mediation,  a  peace  was 
made  between  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  by  which 
the  latter  came  to  be  owned  by  the  former  as  an  indepen- 
dent kingdom,  and  an  end  was  put  to  a  war  which  had 
already  weakened  each  of  the  nations  greatly,  and  might, 
if  longer  purfued,  have  been  fatal  to  both.  Towards  the 
clofe  of  this  year,  his  majefty  fent  Sir  William  Temple 
into  Holland,  in  order  to  enter  into  a  ftridter  correfpondence 
with  the  flates,  and  to  concert  with  them  the  means  of 
preferving  Flanders  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  The  Dutch,  in  general,  and  even  the  penfionary 
de  Witte  himfelf,  now  faw  plainly  they  had  boen  dupes  to 
France  in  this  war. 

This  fhews  that  his  majefty,  for  the  prefent,  laid  afide 
his  refentments  for  what  had  been  done  againfl  him  per- 
fonally  by  the  Dutch ;  and  this  for  the  fake  of  giving  a 
check  to  the  too  great  power  of  France.  In  confequence 
of  Sir  William's  negotiation,  was  concluded  the  fa.'nou$ 
triple  alliance  between  England,  Sweden,  and  Holland  ; 
the  mofl  glorious  ftep  taken  in  this  reign»  and  which,  flea- 
dily  purfued,  would  have  crufhed  at  the  beginning  that 
ambitious  prince,  whofe  proje£bs  never  ceafed  difturbing  his 
neighbours,  till  after  being  humbled  by  the  arms  of  Bri- 
tain, in  a  fucceeding  reign,  he  came  to  know  himfelf,  and 
deplore  them  on  his  death-bed.  I3ut,  to  return  to  our 
more  immediate  bufinefs. 

The  Dutch  war  being  over,  his  majefty  fent  Sir  Thomas 
Allen  with  a  flout  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  to  re- 
prefs  the  infults  of  the  Algerines,  who,  taking  advantage 
of  our  differences,  had  difturbed  both  the  Englifh  com- 
merce and  the  Dutch.  The  latter  fent  admiral  Van  Ghendt 
with  a  fquadron  to  fecure  their  trade ;  and  he,  having  en- 
gaged fix  corfairs,  forced  them  to  fly  to  their  own  coalls, 
where  probably  they  would  have  efcaped,,  if  commodore 
Beach  with  four  Englifh  frigates,  had  not  fallen  upon  them, 
and,  after  a  clofe  chafe,  obliged  them  to  run  aground.  In 
this  fituation  they  were  attacked  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch 
in  their  boats,  and,  being  abandoned  by  their  refpciStive 
crews,  were  all  taken,  and" a  great  number  of  Chriftians 
ilaves  of  different -nations  reip^fed.  The  Englifh  commo- 
dore prefented  fixteen  Dutch  fui^  to  admiral  van  Ghendt, 
and  received  from  him  twenty.Bwifh  by  vfay  of  exchange  j 
t)ut  the  Algerin^  fhips  being  kaky .  were  burnt.  The  fame 
'-^  *  ■      ■  "  year 
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year  fome  of  our  frigates  attacked  feven  of  the  eneofiiet 
beft  (hips  near  Cape  Gaeta.  The  admiral  and  vice  admi- 
ral of  the  Algerines  carried  fifty-fix  guns  each  j  their  rear 
admiral,  the  biggeft  (hip  in  tlie  fuuadron,  carried  fixty, 
and  the  lead  forty.  Yet,  after  a  (harp  engagement,  the 
vice  admiral  was  funk,  and  the  reft  forced  to  retire,  moft 
of  them  miferably  difabled.  At  tlie  clofe  of  the  year  1669, 
captain  Kempthorne,  (afterwards  Sir  John),  in  the  Mary 
Rofe,  a  fmall  frigate,  engaged  feven  Algerine  men  of  war, 
and,  after  a  very  warm  adtion,  forced  them  to  (heer  o(F, 
being  in  no  condition  to  continue  the  (ight  longer ;  of 
which  we  have  a  particular  account. 

It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that,  conHdering  the  Dutch, 
as  well  as  we,  wereconcernea  in  attacking  thefe  pirates,  we 
have  no  better  account  of  the  war  carried  on  againft  them, 
or  of  the  force  they  then  had,  but  what  we  are  left  to  col- 
led^ as  we  can,  from  the  fcattered  accounts  of  particular 
engagements  with  them.  The  only  lift  I  have  fcen,  is  of 
the  ftate  of  their  navy  in  1668,  and  then  it  confi(led  of 
twenty-four  (hips  great  and  fmall,  that  is,  from  about  fifty 
to  twenty  guns  :  and  they  had  likewife  fix  new  (hips  of 
force  upon  the  ftocks.  Yet  this  pitiful  enemy  continued  to 
difturb,  and  even  to  diftrefs  the  commerce  of  both  the  ma- 
ritime powers  for  feveral  years. 

At  laft,  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  feat  in  1670,  with  a 
firong  fquadron  of  men  of  war  and  frigates,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war.  He  crmlci  for  fome  days  before  their  capital, 
M-ithout  receiving  any  latisfa£lory  anfwer  to  his  demands. 
Upon  this  he  failed  from  thence,  with  fix  frigates  and 
three  fire  (hips,  to  make  an  attempt  upon  a  confiderable 
number  of  thofe  corfairs  which  lay  in  the  haven  of  Bugia. 
By  the  way  he  loft  the  company  of  two  of  his  fire  (hips ; 
yet,  not  difcouraged  by  sthis  accident)  he  perfifted  in  his 
rcfolution.  Being  come  before  the  place,  he  broke  the 
boom  at  the  entrance  of  the  haven,  forced  the  Algerines 
aground,  and  burnt  (even  of  their  (lilps,  which  mounted 
from  twenty-four  to  thirty-four  guns,  together  with  three 
4)rizes :  after  which  he  deftroyed  another  of  their  (hips  of 
war  near  Teddeller.  Thefe  and  other  misfortunes  eaufed 
fuch  a  tumult  among  the  Algerines,  that  they  murdered 
their  dey,  and  chofe  another,  by  whom  the  peace  was  con- 
cluded to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  £ngli(h,  on  tlie  ni^h  of 
December  in  the  fame  year ;  and  as  they  were  now  fuffici- 
ently  humbled,  and  faw  plainly  enough  that  the  continup 
ance  of  a  war  with  England  muft  end  in  their  deftruftion, 
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they  kept  this  peace  better  than  any  tliey  had  made  in  for- 
mer times. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  third  Dutch  war,  (more  fre- 
quently called  the  fecond,  becaufe  it  was  in  rcfpedl  to  this 
reign),  and  to  accout]it  for  the  beginning  of  it  will  be  no 
cafy  matter.  It  has  been  before  fhewn,  that  the  lad  treaty 
of  peace  was  made  by  king  Charles  again(l  his  will,  and  on 
terms  to  which  force  only  made  him  confent.  We  need 
not  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  dill  retained  a  diHike  to  the 
Dutch.  Befides,  there  had  been  many  other  things  done, 
fulFicient  to  ^ive  didade  to  any  crowned  head.  For  in- 
dance,  their  radtory  at  Gambron  in  Ferfia,  after  the  peace, 
burnt  the  king  in  emgy,  having  fird  drcfled  up  the  image  in 
an  old  fecond*  hand  I'uit,  to  exprefs  the  didrefs  in  which 
they  knew  him  in  his  exile ;  for  this,  as  t^e  king  thought  it 
beneath  him  to  demand,  fo  the  dates-general  looked  upon 
themfelves  as  above  giving  him  any  fatisfadion. 

They  likewife  fudered  fome  medals  to  be  druck,  in 
which  their  vanity  was  very  apparent.  Amongd  others, 
becaufe  the  triple  alliance  had  given  a  check  to  the  power  of 
France,  and  their  mediation  had  been  accepted  in  the  treaty 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  they  were  pleafed  to  arrogate  to  them- 
felves the  fole  honour  of  giving  peace  to  Europe,  and  of 
being  arbiters  among  contending  princes.  Here,  however, 
it  mud  be  owned,  that,  in  making  war  upon  them  at  this 
jundure,  king  Charles  a6ted  too  much  under  the  diredion 
of  French  counfels. 

By  virtue  of  fecret  engagements  with  France,  this  war 
was  to  end  in  the  total  dedrudtion  of  the  republic  of  Hol- 
land.    Part  of  her  dominions  was  to  be  added  to  thofe  of 
France,  and  the  red  to  fall  to  the  d)are  of  England.     In 
order  to  have  a  pretence  for  breaking  with  th.ein,  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Merlin  yacht,  with  Sir  William  Temple's   lady 
on  board,  had  diredtions  to  pafs  through  the  Dutch  fleet  in 
the  channel,  and,    on   their  not  driking  to  his  flag,  was 
commanded  to  fire,  which  he  did  ;  yet,    this    not  being 
thought  enough,  he  was  blamed  indead  of  being  rewarded  for 
it;  and,   for  not  fudiciently  aderting  the   king's  right,  he 
was,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  committed  to  the  Tower. 
The  pretence,   however,   thus  fecurbd,    the  French   next 
undertook  to  lull  the  Dutch  adeep,  as  they  had  us,  when 
our  diips  were  burnt  at  Chatham  ;  and  this  toirthey  per- 
formed, by  offering  their  mediation  to  accommodate  that 
difference  which  they  had  procured,  and  upon  which  the 
exe^iiitioti  of  s»ll  their  fchemes  depended.     Yet  de  Wiite 
truded  to  this,  till,  as  the  dupe  of  France,  and  the  fcourgc 
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of  his  own  nation,  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fury  of  an  en- 
raged people.  The  war  once  refolved  on.  Sir  Robert 
Holmes,  who  began  the  former  by  his  reprifals  in  Guinea, 
had  orders  to  open  this  too,  though  as  he  did  that,  without 
anyprcvious  declaration,  by  attacking  the  Smyrna  fleet. 

This  fquadron  of  his  majefty's  (hips  was  commanded  by 
Sir  Robert,  who  hoisted  his  flag  in  the  St.  Michael,  as  ad- 
miral ;  the  earl  of  OlTory  in  the  Refolution,  as  vice  admi- 
ral }  and  Sir  Fretchevillc  Holies,  as  rear  admiral,  in  the 
Cambridge.  They  cruifed  in  the  channel  on  purpofe  to 
execute  this  fchcme,  of  which,  however,  the  Dutch  had 
fome  notice,  and  fent  advice-boats  to  direcSl  their  ^fleet  to 
fteer  northwards.  But  thefe  in(lru6lions  came  too  late; 
for  they  were  already  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  was  thought 
more  dangerous  to  return  than  to  proceed,  and  therefore  in 
a  council  of  war  it  was  refolved  to  hold  on  their  courfe. 
On  the  13th  of  March  five  of  our  frigates  fell  in  with  this 
fleet,  which  confifted  of  about  forty  fail  of  merchant  fliips, 
and  an  efcort  of  fix  men  of  war.  When  the  Englifli  vef- 
fels  came  near  them,  they  fired  in  order  to  make  them 
ilrike,  and  lower  their  toplails,  which  they  refufed  to  do. 

Upon  this  the  flght  began,  which  lafted  till  night,  and 
was  renewed  the  next  morning,  when  the  Dutch  fleet  was  in 
a  manner  ruined ;  Ave  of  their  richefl  merchantmen  were 
made  prizes,  their  rear  admiral  was  boarded  by  captain  John 
Holmes,  brother  to  the  admiral,  and  taken,  but  foon  after 
funk,  and  the  reft  of  the  men  of  war  were  very  rudely 
handled.  So  the  flates  underflood  it,  and  immediately  dif- 
patched  deputies  liither^  and  to  the  French  king,  to  fue  for 
peace. 

In  this,  as  in  the  former  difpute  with  the  Dutch,  fucfa 
ihips  as  had  been  detained  in  port  were  difmifled  on  both 
fides,  and,  in  the  midfl  of  a  cruel  war,  the  Dutch  pro- 
^Sed  all  imaginable  efleem  for  the  Englilh  nation }  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  king  Charles  offered  his  royal  protec- 
tion to  fuch  as  thought  fit  to  quit  their  country  in  its  pre- 
fent  calamitous  (ituation,  and  take  fhelter  in  his  dominions. 
The  war  was  folemnly  declared  on  the  28th  of  March, 
1672,  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler,  and  great 
pains .  were  taken  to  impofe  upon  the  world  a  grofs  and 
groundle^  notion,  that  it  was  undertaken  at  the  inflance, 
or  at  leaft  with  the  concurrence  oi  the  people  in  general  j 
T^hereas  they  knew  their  intereft  too  well  not  to  difcern 
how  little  this  meafure  agreed  with  it ;  and  therefore, 
though  the  king  had  then  a  parliament  much  to  his  mind, 
)^t  he  fpuad  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  fupplies,  while 
'  ""    -  ^  '   '  >  '  '  the 
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the  Dutch,  in  the  midft  of  all  their  miferies,  went  on  re- 
ceiving fixty  millions  of  their  money  annually  from  their 
fubjeus.  So  great  difference  there  is  between  taxes  levied 
by  authority,  and  money  chearfully  paid  to  preferve  the 
commonwealth. 

The  French  king,  that  he  might  feem  to  perform  his 
treaty  with  the  Englifh  better  than  that  which  in  ttie  for- 
mer war  he  made  with  the  Dutch,  fent  the  count  d'Eftrees, 
vice  admiral  of  France,  with  a  large  fquadron,  to  join  the  , 
£ngli(h  Heet.  He  arrived  at  St.  Helen's  on  the  3d  of  May  ; 
and  immediately  afterwards  the  king  went  down  to  Portf- 
mouth,  and,  to  fhew  his  confidence  in  his  new  ally,  went 
on  board  the  (hip  of  the  French  admiral,  where  he  re- 
mained fome  hours.  Our  Hcet  in  a  (hort  time  failed  to  the 
Downs,  the  duke  of  York,  as  high  admiral,  wearing  the 
red,  and  the  earl  of  Sandwich  the  blue.  Soon  after  the 
French  fquadron  joined  them,  their  admiral  bearing  the 
white  flag ;  and  then  the  fleet  confided  of  one  hundred 
and  one  fail  of  men  of  war,  beiidss  iire  (hips  and  tenders. 
Of  thefe  the  £ngli(h  had  lixty-five  (hips  of  war,  and  on 
board  them  four  thoufand  ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  twenty-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  men^ 
The  French  fquadron  conlilted  of  thirty-fix  fail,  on  board  , 
of  which  were  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  twenty-fix  pie- 
ces of  cannon,  and  about  eleven  thoufand  men.  The 
Dutch,  in  the  mean  time,  were  at  fea  with  a  very  confi» 
derable  fleet,  confifting  of  ninety-one  ftout  men  of  war, 
fifiy-foui"  (ire  (liips,  and  twenty-three  yachts.  On  the  9th 
of  May  they  were  feen  off  Dover,  and  the  13th  of  the 
fame  month  a  Dutch  fquadron  chafed  the  Gloucelkr,  and 
fome  other  (liips,  under  the  cannon  of  Sheernefs. 

The  Englifh  fleet  were  at  anchor  in  Solcbay,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  May,  when  the  Dutch  fell  in  with  them, 
arid  if  they  had  not  (pent  too  much  time  in  council,  had 
certainly  (urprifed  them.  As  it  was,'  many  of  the  Englilh 
captains  were  forced  to  cut  their  cables,  in  order  to  get 
time  though  into  the  line  of  battle.  The  engagement  be- 
gan between  fevea  and  eight  in,  the  morning,  when  dc ' 
Ruyter  attacked  the  red  fquadron  in  the  center,  and  (en- 
gaged the  admiral,  on  board  of  which  was  his  royal .  high-, 
nefs  the  duke  of  York,  for  two  hours,  forcing  his  high- 
nefs  at  laft  to  remove  to  another  (hip.  The  Dutch  cap- 
tain, Van  Brackell,  attacked  the  earl  of  Sandwich  in  the 
Royal  James ;  and  while  they  were  engaged,  almoft  all 
the  fquadron  of  Van  Ghendt  fell  upon  the  earl's  (hips.  His 
lordfliip  behaved  \vith  amazing  intrepidity,  killed  admiral 
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Van  Ghendt  himfelf,  funk  three  Hre-fhips  and  a  man  of  war 
that  would  have  laid  hinn  on  board }  but  then  having  loft 
all  hit  officers,  and  two  thirds  of  his  men,  his  battered 
(hip  was  irrappled,  and  fet  on  fire  by  a  fourth  fire-fliip. 
Some  of  his  men  efcaped  ;  yet  the  earl  continued  on  board 
till  the  flames  furrounded  him,  where  he  periihcd;  but 
kft  behind  him  a  name  immortal,  and  which  will  ever  be 
revered  by  fuch  as  e(\eem  the  valour  of  an  officer,  the  capa- 
cityof  a  ftatefman,  or  the  integrity  of  a  patriot. 

The  death  of  their  admiral,  with  the  furious  attack  of 
part  of  the  blue  fquadron,  coming  in,  though  too  late,  to 
the  earl  of  Sandwich's  alFiftance,  threw  this  part  of  the 
Dutch  fleet,  which  hid  been  commanded  by  Van  Ghendt, 
into  very  great  confudon,  and  forced  them  to  (land  off". 
This  gave  an  opportunity  for  the  blue  fquadron  to  join  the 
red,  and  to  a(ri(l  the  duke  of  York  ;  who,  deferted  by  thie 
French,  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  oppre(Ied  by 
the  two  fquadrons  of  de  Ruyter  and  Bankert.  About  this 
time  Coriieiius  Evertz,  vice-admiral  of  Zealand,  was  killed, 
and  de  Ruyter  and  Allemond  narrowly  efcaped  being  burnt 
by  (ire-(hips  i  but,  when  the  £ngli(h  thought  themfelveft 
fecure  of  viftory,  the  fcattered  fquadron  of  Van  Ghendt 
came  in  to  the  affidance  of  their  countrymen,  and  again 
rendered  doubtful  the  fortune  of  the  day. 

All  this  time  the  French,  who  compofed  the  white  fqua- 
dron, indead  of  feconding  the  continued  efforts  of  the 
Englifh,  kept  as  far  out  of  danger  as  they  could,  and  left 
our  fleet  to  fu/lain  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  at  a  dif- 
advantageof  three  to  two.  But,  notwithfhnding  this  va(! 
^  inequality  of  numbers,  the  zdiion  cominued  with  inexpref- 
fible  obftinacy  till  towards  the  evening,  when  vi(ftory  de- 
clared for  the  Englifh.  Five  or  fix  of  the  enemy's  fire- 
(hips  were  funk  by  an  Englifh  man  of  war,  and  Sir  Jofeph 
Jordan,  of  the  blue  fquadron,  having  the  advantage  of 
the  wind,  pierced  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  thereby  fpread 
through  it  the  utmoil  confufion  ;  while  a  fire-fhip  clapped 
their  admiral  de  Ruyter  on  board,  and  it  was  not  without 
the  utmofl  difficulty  that  he  efcaped  being  burnt  or  taken. 
As  it  grew  dark,  de  Ruyter,  colle£ling  his  fleet  in  the  beft 
order  he  could,  fought  retreating ;  and,  as  the  moft  authen- 
tic of  the  Dutch  hifiorians  fay,  quitted  the  place  of  ai^ion, 
and  fleered  northwards. 

As  the  French  king  had  by  this  time  over-run  a  great 
part  of  their  country,  the  flates,  by  the  advice  of  the  gfand 
penflonary  de  Witte,  aflTumed  to  themfelves  the  honour  of 
beating  the  Englifh.    However,  they  were  (o  modeft  as  to 
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make  no  rtjoicings  for  this  fuppofed  vidory ;  and  the  dif^ 
trcfi  their  affairs  were  in  might  well  excufe  their  departure 
on  this  occafion  from  truth.  Their  people  were  already 
difpofed  to  deltroy  their  governors,  through  madnefs,  at 
the  fight  of  the  cruehies  eKcrcifed  hy  the  French;  and  if 
to  thelc  there  had  been  joined  (he  news  of  a  defeat  at  fea, 
one  can  fcarce  conceive  how  the  republic  could  have  been 
preferved.  As  it  was,  the  populace,  inflead  of  applaud^ 
ing,  infulted  Cornelius  de  Witte  on  his  return,  and  fram- 
ing to  themfelves  an  imaginary  quarrel  between  him  and 
de  Ruyter,  would  willingly  have  killed  him  for  an  offeiKd 
he  never  committed. 

The  £ngli(h,  on  the  other  hand,  had  all  the  marks  that 
could  be  defired  of  a  victory,  but  very  dear-bought  vi£lo- 
ry.  They  carried  off*  the  Staveren,  a  large  Dutch  man  of 
war ;  whereas  the  enemy  took  none  of  ours.  They  kept 
their  poll,  while  de  Ruyter  made  the  bed  of  his  way  nome.: 
All  our  relations  made  the  victory  clear,  though  not  of 
any  great  confequence ;  while  de  Ruyter  himfdf,  u  his 
letter  to  the  ftates,  did  not  fo  much  as  claim  it,  but  rather' 
tacitly  admitted  the  contrary.  Cornelius  de  Witte,  indeed, 
was  of  another  opinion ;  but  therein  his  intereft  di&ited 
rather  than  his  judgment.  The  only  objection  that  could 
be  made  to  our  claim  was,  our  not  following  the  Dutch 
to  their  own  coafts  ;  and,  if  we  confider  the  ftrange  and 
unbecoming  behaviour  of  the  French  in  the  battle,  this 
will  appear  no  objedlion  at  all. 

As  to  the  lofs,  it  was  pretty  equal  on  both  fides.     We 
had  four  men  of  war  funk  or  difabted,  but  they  were  fmall 
fhips ;  whereas  the  Dutch  loft  three  of  the  beft  in  their 
fleet ;  one  funk,  another  burnt,   and  the  third  taken :  a 
fourth,  called  the  Great  Holland,  commanded  by  the  brave 
captain  Brakell,  was  entirely  difabled.     As  for  the  French^, 
notwithftanding  all  their  caution,  they  loft  two  men  of  war, 
and  their  rear-admiral  M.  de  la  Rabiniere.     Of  perfons  of 
note,  befides  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  there  were  (lain  captain 
Digby  of  the  Henry,   captain  Pearce  of  the  St.  George, 
captain  Waterworth  of  the  Anne,  Sir  Fretcheville  Holies,  < 
who  commanded  the  Cambridge,   Sir  John  Fox  of  the 
Prince,    and  captain  Hannam  of  'the  Triumph.     Of  our 
volunteers,  there  fell  the  lord  Maidftone,  Mr.  Montague, 
Sir  Philip  Carteret,    Sir  Charles  Harboard^    two  of.  the'' 
duke  of  York's  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber,  Mr.  Tre- 
vanian,    and  many  others.     Of  private  men,  about  two) 
thoufand  five  hundred  were  killed,  and  as  many  wounded. : 
1  he  Dutch  did  not  think  fit  to  publilh  any  lift,  though 
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their  lofs  without  queftion  was  sis  great ;  fince  de  Ru^ter 
fays  in  his  letter,  <*  it  was  the  hardieft  fought  battle  that 
**  he  ever  faw.** 

On  the  return  of  the  Dutch  fleet  to  their  own  coafts,  it 
was  laid  up,  and  was  forced  to  remain  fo  for  want  of  gun- 
powder, all  that  was  on  board  being  fent  to  the  army.  .The 
dates  perceiving  their  authority  almoft  loft,  and  their  coun- 
try on  the  very  brink  of  ruin,  refolved  once  more  to  try  the 
force  of  intreaties ;  with  which  view  they  fent  four  depu- 
ties to  England,  and  as  many  to  the  French  king.  The 
bufinefs  of  the  former  was  to  fhew  the  danger  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  the  apparent  and  near  approaching  ruin  of 
the  balance  of  Europe,  and  the  difmal  confequiences  which 
muft  follow,  even  to  England,  from  the  further  profecution 
of  the  war.  As  to  the  latter,  they  were  charged  to  offer 
any  fatisfa^ion  to  his  mod  chriftian  majefty,  that  he  fhould 
require.  :  uiu;. 

The  arrival  of  the  deputies  in  England  had  very  di0e- 
rent  effef^s  ;  it  alarmed  the  court,  and  filled  the  nation  with 
concern.  The  king^  who  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the 
cabal,  treated  them  with  a  haughtinefs  as  little  agreeable  ta 
his  natural  temper  as  inconfiftent  with  his  dignity.  Inftead 
of  hearing  and  giving  them  an  anfwer  in  perfon,  as  he  .was 
wont  on^fuch  applications,  he  was  pleafed  to  fend  four  of 
the  cabal  to  confer  with  them,  in  order  to  know  what  pro- 
pofais  they  had  toimakej  and,  afterwards,  fent  over  with 
them  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  earl  of  Arlington,  and 
the  vifcount  Halifax,  into  Holland,  as  if  he  intended  to 
treat  there ;  whereas  the  true  defign  was,  to  be  rid  of  the 
deputies,  the  light  of  whom  drew  the  cpinpaflion  of  the 
nation,  who  confideredthe  Dutch  no  longer  as  their  rivals 
in  trade,  but  as  a  Proteftant  people  facrificed  to  a  French 
and  Popifli  intereft. 

On  the  arrival  of  thefe  Lords  in  Holland,  they  made  mod 
extravagant  demands }  fuch  as  ten  millions  of"^  guilders  for 
the  expence  of  the  ,war^  an  annual  tribute  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  for  the  liberty  of  fifhing,  the  perpetual  Hadthol- 
derfhip:for  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  his ,  iifue  male.  All 
thefe  were  moderate  articles  to  the  reft  ; ;  for  they  infifted 
on  a  (liare  in  their  £aft- India  trade,  the  poiTeiTion  of  the 
city  of  Sluys  in  Flanders, .  and  the  iHands  of  Ciadzant, 
Walcheren,  Goree,  and  Voorn.  After  the  propofal  of 
thefe  intolerable  conditions,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and 
the  earl  of  Arlington,  deferting  their  colleague,  went  away 
to  the  French  camp,  and  there  concluded  an  agreement  in 
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with  the  Frendi  king,  the  principal  point  of  which  was* 
that  neither  (hould,  upon  any  terms,  make  a  feparate  peace 
with  the -Dutch.  As  for  the  deputies  fent  to  his  moft 
chriftian  majefty,  they  were  anfwered  in  the  ftyie  of  a  con- 
queror, and  io  fent  back  to  fpread  defpair  through  the 
country,  which  they  did  fo  effe<5tuaily,  that  the  inhabitants 
drew  from  thence  for  their  fafety ;  for,  feeing  no  hopes 
of  living  any  better  than  in  flavery,  they  generoufly  refolv- 
ed  to  lay  afide  all  treaties,  and  to  die  free. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  and  £ngli(h  fleets,  being 
perfectly  refitted,  and  the  latter  having  taken  on  board  a 
large  body  of  land-forces,  failed  again  for  the  Dutch  coafts, 
with  a  defign  to  make  a  defcent  on  Zealand,  the  only  pro- 
vince into  which  the  French  had  not  carried  their  arms  by 
land.  Here  they  found  the  Dutch  fleet }  but,  not  think- 
ing proper  to  attack  them  among  the  fands,  they  deferred 
the  execution  of  their  defign,  and  blocked  up  the  Maefe 
and  Texel  j  which  de  Ruyter  yet  wanted  power  to  prevent. 
The  duke  of  York  was  refolved  to  debark,  on  the  ifleof 
Texel,  the  body  of  troops  on  board  his  fleet.  The  occa- 
fion  was  favourable  in  all  refpe£ls  }  the  French  and  the  bi« 
(hop  of  Munflel*  were  in  the  heart  of  the  Dutch  territories, 
fo  that  no  great  force  could  be  drawn  together  to  refifi 
them  on  fhore  j  and  the  coafl  was  fo  low  and  flat,  that  ic 
looked  is  if  nothing  but  a  fuperior  force  could  have  fecur-. 
ed  the  Dutch  from  this  invafion^ 

It  was  upon  the  3d  of  July  this  refolution  was  taken  $ 
and  it  was  intended,  that  their  forces  (hould  have  landed 
the  next  flood.  But  Providence  interpofed  in  favour  of  a 
free  people,  and  faved  them  frotn  a  yoke  which  feemed  al- 
ready to  prefs  upon  their  necks*  The  ebb,  inftead  of  fix» 
continued  twelve  hours,  which  defeated  the  intended,  def- 
cent for  that  time,  and  the  florm,  that  rofe  the  night  fol- 
lowing, forced  the  fleet  out  to  fea,  where  they  ftruggled 
for  fome  time  with  very  foul  weather,  and,  the  opportu- 
nity being,  quite  loft,  returned,  without  performing  any 
thing  oif  confequence,  to  the  Etiglilh  (hore.  The  Dutch 
clergy  magnified  this  accident  into  a  miracle. 

After  this  diCappointment,  there  was  no  other  adion 
thought  of,  at  fea.  for  this  year,  except  the  fending  Sir  Ed- 
ward Spragge,  with  a  fquadron,  to  difturb  the  Dutch  her- 
ring-filhery}  which  he  performed  with  a  degree  of  mode- 
ration that  became  fo  great  a  man,  contenting  himfelf  with 
taking  one  of  their  veffels,  when  he  faw  that  was  fufficient. 
to'  difperfe  the  re(t.    But  while  the  war  feemed  40  (lumber 
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in  Europe,   it   raged  fufficie^tly  in  the  Weft  and  Eaft- 
Indies. 

Sir  Tobias  Bridges,  with  fix  (hips,  and  a  regiment  of 
foot,  from  Barbadoes,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  iiland 
of  Tobago^  taking  about  four  hundred  prifoners,  and  five 
hundred  flaves.  On  the  other  fide,  th^  Dutch,  with  fix 
hundred  men,  poflefled  themfelves  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
Helena,  lying  off  the  coaft  of  Africa  j  for  the  fort  not  be- 
ing dldfenfible  on  the  land-fide,  the  £ngli(h  governor  and 
bis  people,  after  having  feveral  times  repulfed  the  enemy, 
retired;  with  all  their  valuable  efieds  on  board  fome  Eng- 
liCh  and  French  (hips,  as  finding  it  impoflible  to  preferve 
the  ifiand  after  their  landing.  But  commodore  Monday, 
being  fcnt  with  four  men  of  war,  to  convoy  the  Englifli 
l^aft- India  fleet,  perceiving  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Helena 
what  had  happened,  refolved  to  attempt  retaking  it:  he 
was  the  rather  induced  to  this  refolution,  from  his  want  of 
frdh  water.  Accordingly,  landing  fome  men  on  that  fide 
of  the  ifland  which  is  moft  acceflible,  and  at  the  fame  time 
attacking  the  fort  with  his  (hips,  he  eafily  fucceeded  in  his 
defign. 

,  T  he  ifland  being  thus  recovered,  it  ferved  the  Engliih  as 
a  net  to  indofe  and  take  the  enemy's  (hips,  for  a  Dutch 
Eaft-India  vefTel,  called  the  Europe,  coming  to  St.  He- 
lena, with  a  new  governor  on  board,  was  feized.  And 
foon  after  fix  others  appearing  in  fight  of  the  ifland,  the 
Englifh  commodore,  the  better  to  confirm  them  in  the 
opinion  that  their  countrymen  were  ftill  in  pofletTion,  cauf- 
ed  the  Dutch  flag  to  be  difplayed  firom  the  fort ;  which 
flratagem  had  fo  good  an  efFeu,  that  the  Eaft-India  (hips 
approaching  nearer,  their  vice-admiral  and  rear-admiral 
were  taken,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  filver  on  board ; 
as  the  reft  would  likewife  have  been,  had  not  the  Engli(h 
difcovered  themfelves  fomewhat  too  foon.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  Hollanders,  who  attempted  the  ifland  of  Bom- 
bay, were  repulfed  with  great  lofs ;  but  near  MaiTalpatnam, 
thirteen  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  fome  other  vefl^ls,  being 
ra(hly  engaged  by  ten  Englifh  (hips,  partly  men  of  war, 
and  partly  merchantmen,  there  happened  a  long  and  bloody 
fight,  which  ended  with  the  death  of  the  Dutch  vice-ad- 
miral John  Frcderickfon,  and  the  takings  of  three  Englifli 
merchant-fliips.  So  that  the  lofs  of  the  two  nations  was 
pretty  equal,  though  po(fibly  the  Dutch  efteemed  themfelves 
gainers* 

Notwitbftanding  it  was  refolved  early  in  the  year  1673, 
that  princf  Rupert  fliould  command}  yet  no  care  was  taken 
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to  fit  out  the  fleet  in  time,  and  in  furni(hing  him  with  fuch 
officers  as  were  agreeable  to  him.  Sir  Robert  Holmes  was 
laid  afide^  though  formerly  fo  much  carefSed,  merely  be- 
caufe  he  was  known  to  be  in  his  highnefs's  favour,  and 
Sir  Edward  Spragge  fent  in  his  dead,  who  not  longer  after 
went  into  France  on  a  fecret  commiflion,  without  prince 
Rupert's  knowing  any  thing  of  his  bufinefs.  With  the  like 
view.  Sir  John  Harman  was  appointed  his  vice-admira!, 
when  he  was  known  to  have  furvived  the  great  abilities  he 
once  had,  and  befides  was  fo  ill  of  the  gout  when  he  went 
on  board,  that  he  was  not  able  to  move  either  hand  or 
foot,  or  fo  much  as  to  ftir  out  of  his  cabbin.  The  prince 
expoftulated  in  vain  againft  thefe  and  many  other  hardfllips, 
of  which  he  could  obtain  no  redrefs  ;  and  therefore  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  April,  hearing  the  Dutch  fleet 
was  at  fea,  and  intended  to  come  and  fink  many  hulks 
filled  with  lead  and  ftones  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  he 
with  much  Jnduftry  got  together  as  many  of  the  fourth  and 
fifth  rate  (hips  as  he  could,  and  with  fome  fire-fhips,  failed 
out  and  took  fuch  meafures  as  prevented  them.  This  was 
one  ef  the  fchemes  laid  in  the  former  war,  and,  if  the 
Diitch  could  have  accompllfhed  it,  would  have  been  attend- 
ed with  very  mifchievous  effe^s. 

About  the  middle  of  May  the  fleet,  though  indifferently 
provided,  was  ready  for  the  fea  ;  but  then  the  great  diffi- 
culty was, 'how  to  join  our  good  allies,  the  French,  who 
were  at  Breft,  and  who  freely  declared,  that  they  were  re- 
folved  not  to  ftir  till  our  fleet  was  in  the  channel.  As  the 
Dutch  laboured  day  and  night  to.ftrengtben  their  navy,  his 
highnefs  faw  the  neceiTuy  of  joining  the  French  earlv,  and 
asa  proof  of  his  high  courage,  as  well  as  great  (Kill  in 
marinme  affairs,  he  pafled  in  defiance  of  the  enemv,  then 
riding  at  the  Gun-fleet,  through  the  pa(&ge  called  the  Nar- 
row, and  this  too  againft  the  wind ;  which  fo  furprifed  the 
Dutch,  tha't,  feeing  the  end  of  their  lying  there  loftj  they 
failed  back  again  to  thmr  own  ports. 

The  grand  defign  of  our  court  was  the  fame  this  year 
that  it  had  been  the  laft,  that  is  to  fay,  to  make  a  puiuimt 
defcent  on  the  Dutch  coaft  i  and,  with  this  view,  there 
were  a  confiderable  number  of  land- troops  put  on  board 
the  navy.  His  majefty  and  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
York  vifited  the  fleet  on  the  19th  of  May,  and,  in  a  coun- 
cil of  war  held  in  their  prefence,  it  was  peremptorily  re - 
fblved  to  attack  the  enemy  even  upon  their  own  cOan»  in 
cafe  they  could  not  be  provoked  to  quit  it.  In  purfu- 
ance  of  this  determination,  prince  Rupert  flood  over  to- 
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wards  tbe  coaft  of  Holland,  and  found  de  Ruyter  with  the 
Dutch  fleet,  riding  within  the  fands  at  Schoneveh>  in  a 
]ine  between  the  Rand  and  Stony-bank,  which  was  a  very 
advantageous  (ituation ;  but,  riotwithftanding  that,  his 
highnefs  perfifted  in  his  refolution  of  obeying  the  poiitive 
orders  he  had  received  for  attacking  them. 

On  the  28th  in  the  morning,  about  nine  o'clock,  a  de- 
tached fquadron  of  thirty-£ve  frigates  and  thirteen  fire- 
Ihips  were  f<:nt  to  draw  the  enemy  out,  which  was  very 
eafily  done  i  for  de  Ruyter  prefently  advanced  in  good  or- 
der, and,  the  Engtifli  light  (hips  retreating,  put  their  own 
fleet  in  fome  diforder.  This  engagement  happened  on  very 
unequal  terms ;  the  confederate  fleet  confided  of  eighty- 
four  men  of  war,  befides  fire-fliips,  divided  into  three  iqua- 
drons,  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert,  count 
d'Eftrees,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge.  The  Dutch  were 
fcarctf  feyenty  men  of  war  and  frigates,  under  de  Ruyter, 
Tromp,  and  Bankert. 

Moft  of  our  own  and  the  Dutch  hiftorians  agree,  that 
the  Englifh,  to  prevent  the  French  from  running  away,  as 
th^  did  before,  intermixed  their  (hips  in  this  battle  with 
their  6\^n  :  but,  in  the  account  publimed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  prince  Rupert,  the  thing  is  put  in  quite  another 
light ;  for  there  it  is  (aid,  that  the  French  made  little  or 
no  fail,  but  kept  in  the  rear,  though  they  faw  the  Dutch 
fleet  ftretch  to  the  nonh.  By  twelve  in  the  morning  the 
detached  fquadron,  before  mentioned,  engaged  Van  Tromp, 
and  fooil  after  the  prince  engaged  de  Ruyter  al moft  two 
hours  before  the  French  began  to  fight  at  all.  Then,  fays 
the  fame  relation,  count  d'Eftrees  engaged  de  Ruyter,  but 
quickly  left  him  $  neither  did  de  Ruyter  follow,  but  went 
to  the  a(riftance  of  Tromp,  whom  he  very  feafonably  re- 
lieved, which  put  an  end  to  the  feuds  which  had  been  long 
fubfifting  between  them. 

The  battle  was  very  hard  fought  on  both  (Ides,  infomuch 
that  Tromp  (hifted  his  flag  four  times ;  from  the  Golden 
Lion  to  the  Prince  on  Horfeback,  from  the  Prince  on 
Horfeback  to  the  Amfterdam,  and  from  the  Amfterdam 
to  the  Comet.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  and  the  earl  of  ©(Tory 
diftingUifhed  themfelves  on  our  fide  by  their  extraordinary 
courage  and  condufl.  Prince  Rupert  alfo  performed  won- 
ders, confideringlhat  his  (hip  was  in  a  very  bad  condition, 
and  took  in  fo  tnuch  water  at  her  ports,  that  (he  could  not 
fire  the  guns  of  her  lower  tier.  The  battle  lafted  till  night, 
tfnd  then  the  Putch.are  faid  to  have  retired  behind  their 
fands. 
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Both  fides,  however,  claimed  the  vi^lory :  de  Kuyter, 
in  his  letter  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  fays,  •*  We  judge  ab- 
**  foluteiy,  that  the  victory  is  on  the  fide  of  this  ftate  and 
*(  of  your  highnefs."  Tromp  Carried  the  matter  farther, 
and  reported  the  Englifii  to  hdve  loft  ten  or  twelve  (hips: 
Prince  Rupert,  in  his  letter  to  the  earl  of  Arlington,  fays, 
"  I  thought  it  beft  to  ceafe  the  purfuit,  and  anchor  where 
*<  I  now  am."  As  to  the  (lain  on  both  fides  in  this  battle, 
it  is  reported  the  Dutch  loft  vice-admiral  Schram,  rear- 
admiral  Vlugh,  and  fix  of  their  captains,  and  had  one  (hip 
difabled,  which  was  loft  in  her  retreat.  On  our  fide  fell 
the  captains  Fowls,  Finch,  Tempeft,  and  Worden  :  colo- 
nel Hamilton  had  his  legs  /hot  oflT,  and  we  had  only  two 
fiiips  difabled,  none  either  funk  or  taken. 

The  great  doubt  is  as  to  the  conduit  of  the  French.  Our 
writers  are  pofitive,  that  they  behaved  to  the  full  as  ill  as 
they  did  before ;  but  the  Dutch  authors  fay  they  fought  very 
bravely.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  tne  bri(keft  of  the 
French  officers  made  it  thjsir  choice  to  fight  among  the 
£ngli(h,  where  they  behaved  very  gallantly,  while  thofe 
remaining  with  the  count'  d*£ftrees  took  a  great  deal  of  care 
to  keep  themfelves  and  their  (hips  fafe  ^  and  yet  they  fuiSfer- 
ed  more  than  either  the  £ngli(h  or  Dutch }  for  they  loft 
two  men  of  war,  and  five  or  fix  fire-fliips,  which  they 
knew  not  how  to  manage.  The  French  writers  are  pretty 
even  with  us ;  for  they  report  that  matters  were  but  indif- 
ferently managed  on  both  fides,  and  that  prince  Rupert  did 
not  pu(h  things  as  far  as  he  might,  becaufe  he  was  averfc  to 
the  war.  In  one  refpefi,  the  Dutch  certainly  had  the  ad- 
vantage, fince  they  prevented  the  defcent  intended  upon 
their  country,  for  which  fervice,  in  cafe  of  a  clear  viftory, 
count  Schomberg,  with  fix  thoufand  men,  lay  ready  at 
Yarmouth. 

The  Dutch,  as  they  were  upon  their  own  coaft,  had  the 
advantage  of  receiving  quick  and  great  fupplies ;  whereas 
the  wind  prevented  the  Englilh  from  obtaining  the  like  ad  •• 
vantages.  Prince  Rupert,  however,  did  all  that  in  his 
power  lay,  to  put  the  fleet  into  a  good  condition,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  Dutch  would  not  be  long  before  they  en- 
deavoured to  make  ufe  of  their  advantages,  he  went  on 
board  the  Royal  Sovereign  in  the  evening  of  the  third  of 
June,  where  he  went  not  to  bed  all  night.  His  forefight 
was  v6rv  requifite  $  for  on  the  fourth  in  the  morning,  thq 
Dutch  fleet,  by  this  time  at  leaft  as  ftrong  as  the  confede- 
rates, bore  down  upon  them  as  faft-4s  the  wind  would  per« 
mit.    Sir  Edward  Spraege  had  fo  littl^  notion  of  their  fight- 
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ing,  th»r  taking  the  brave  earl  of  Oilbry,  his  rear-admiral, 
with  him,  he  went  in  his  boat  on  board  the  admiral }  which 
loft  a  great  deal  of  time. 

As  for  prince  Rupert,  he  was  fo  much  in  earned,  that 
finding  his  (hip's  crew,  which  was  but  indifferent,  raifed 
his  anchors  very  flowly,  he  ordered  his  cables  to  be  cut»  that 
he  might  make  hifte  to  meet  the  Dutch. 

Count  d'Eftrees,  with  the  white  fquadron,  betrayed  no 
fuch  great  willingnefs  to  fight,  as  both  our  own  and  the 
putch  writers  agree ;  but  kept  as  much  as  might  be  out 
t  of  harm's  way.  At  lafl,  about  five  in  the  evening,  Spragge 
and  Tromp  engaged  with  great  fury.  As  for  de  Ruyter,  he 
fhewed  at  firu  a  defign  of  coming  to  a  dofe  eiwagement 
yrith  the  prince :  but  before  he  came  within  ihuUcet-fhot, 
^e  tacked  aad  bore  away  ;  whence  it  was  concluded,  that 
he  had  fuffered  fome  confiderable  damage.  Spragge,  in 
jthe  mean  time,  had  forced  Tromp  to  (heer  off.  He  then 
lell  Into  vice-admiral  Sweers's  divifion,  which  he  foon  put 
tq  confufion ;  and  had  a  third  engagement  with  Tromp, 
whorein  he  (hot  down  his  flag.  Tne  battle  laded  till  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  at  night,  and  then  the  Dutch  ftood 
to  the  fouth-ea((,  and  fo  it  ended. 

^Oth  fides  claimed  the  vi^ry  as  before.  Prince  Rupert, 
in  his  letter  to  the  earl  of  Arlington,  fays  exprefly,  '<  that 
f*  he  purfued  the  Dutch  from  two  till  fix  the  next  morning^ 
and  feeing  no  likelihood  of  reaching  them,  before  they 
they  got  within  their  fands,  thought  a  farther  purfuit 
needlefp."  He  likewife  adds,  **  that  they  went  away  in 
great  diforder,  though  he  could  not  tell  certainly  what 
**  lofs  they  had  received.''  This  is  not  altogether  irrecon* 
^ileable  to  de  Ruyter's  letter,  wherein  he  alfo  claims  the 
vidory.  f*  The  next  day  (fays  he)  we  faw  the  enemies 
5'  were  gone ;  and  doubt  not  but  they  made  to  the  Thames; 
f '  we  falisfied  ourfelves  with  purfuing  them  half-way,  and 
f*  then  returned  to  our  former  ftation."  In  the  fame  let<- 
ter,  however,  he  owns  that  they  began  their  retreat  as  foon 
as  it  was  darjk.  The  lofs  on  both  fides  was  pretty  equal, 
))ut  Was  very  hr  from  being  confiderable  on  either.  Ad- 
miral Van  Tromp,  however,  was  fo  ill  fatisfied  with  the 
jcondu^  of  vice-admiral  Sweers,  that  he  r^  i"*fed  him  to  the 
Aates.  j$op)e  of  the  Dutch  and  French  writers  pretend, 
that  prince  l^upert  did  not  diftinguifh  himfelf  on  that  oc- 
cafion  as  he  ufed  to  do;  for  which  ^hey  fuggeft  reafons  void 
of  all  fouhdation. 

The  truth  is,  the  prince  was  for  fighting  the  enemy  again ; 
but  it  was  carried  in  a  council  of  war  to  fail  for  the  Engr 
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lUh  coaft,  in  order  to  obtain  fupplies,  as  well  of  ammuni- 
tion as  proviiion ;  through  want  of  which  a  great  many 
captains  complained  loudly.  Befides,  the  fleet  was  Co 
poorly  manned,  that  if  it  had  not  beien  for  the  land-forces 
on  board,  they  could  not  have  fought  at  all :  and  thefe 
being  for  the  moft  part  newraifed  men,  we  need  not  won- 
dcr  they  did  not  behave  fo  well  as  our  old-feafoned  Tailors 
were  wont  to  do.  On  the  eighth  of  June,  the  fleet  arrived 
at  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore,  and  on  the  fourteenth  prince  Ru- 
pert went  to  London,  in  order  to  give  the  king  an  account 
of  the  condition  things  were  in,  and  to  prefs  for  fuch  ne- 
ceflary  fupplies  as  might  enable  him  to  put  to  lea  again 
without  delay. 

The  Dutch,  in  the  nnieah  time,  to  countenance  the  pre- 
tences they  made  afrer  the  two  laft  battles  to  victory,  and 
to  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  people  at  fuch  a  conjun£ture, 
when  the  very  being  of  the  republic  was  at  ftake,  gave  but, 
that  their  fleet  fliould  fpeedily  put  to  fea  again,  and  attempt 
fome  great  thing.  Infulting  the  Englilh  coafl;  was  fome- 
times  mentioned,  and  then  again,  the  lofles  they  had  lately 
fuftained  from  the  French,  induced  them  to  think  of  re- 
venge on  that  fide,  and  taking  fome  maritime  town  in 
France,  which  might  oblige  king  Lewis  to  abandon  the 
fi^  of  Maeftricht,  or  incline  him  to  give  it  up  by  way  of 
exchange.  But  while  they  were  amufing  themfelves  and  de 
Ruyter  with  thefe  propofals,  they  were  informed  that 
Maeftricht  was  already  taken,  and  that  the  combined  fleet 
was  likewife  ready  to  put  to  fea ;  ib  that  all  thefe  grand 
fchemes  vanilhed  at  once,  and  they  were  forced  to  attend 
to  their  old  bufinefs  of  defending  their  own  coafts,  and 
proteding  their  commerce. 

About  the  middle  of  July,  prince  Rupert  was  at  fea, 
having  on  bbard  the  troops  intended  for  a  defcent,  which 
was  ftill  prefled  by  the  real  authors  of  the  war.  His  high- 
nefs  arrived  on  the  Dutch  coafts  on  the  twenty-firft  of  the 
faid  month,  and  declining  an  engagement,  ftobd  along  the 
(hore,  in  order  to  find  an  opportunity  for  debarking  h» 
troops.  On  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  he  took  a  Dutch  £aft« 
India  ftiip  richly  laden.  This  induced  de  Ruyter  to  fight ; 
and,  therefore,  he  immediately  bore  down  upon  the  £ng- 
lifti  fleet.  As  foon  as  his  highnefs  perceived  it,  he  com- 
manded the  French  a  particular  Courfe,  and  had  thereby  an 
opportunity  of  difecming  what  he  was  to  expeSL  from  them 
in  a  time  of  adion.  They  lay  by  twice  that  night }  firft 
about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  prince  fent  to  count  d*Eftrees 
to  order  him  to  makt  iail,  which  he  did  till  about  on^ 
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o'clock,  and  then  laid  his  fail  to  the  maft  again,  which  rave 
a  fecond  ftop  to  the  fleet,  and  obliged  'the  prince  to  lehc^ 
him  another  meflage.      '...'•' 

Thefe  delays  gavis  the  Dutch  admiral  an  opportunity  of 
g^iniiig  the  wind,  vyhtch'  he  did  not '  neglei^  ;  but,  early 
on  the  eleventh  of  Auguft,  bore  down  upon  the'  confede- 
rates, as  if  he  meant' to  force  them  to  a  bJittJe  ;upon  whidi 
his  highnefs  thought  fit  to  tack,  and  thereby  brought  thci 
fleet  into  good  order.  He  put  the  French  in  the  van,  him- 
felf  in  the  center,  and  Sir  Edward  Sprigge  in  the*  rear; 
dnd  in  this  difpofition  the  french  lay  fair  to  get  the  wind 
6t  the  ienemy,'  which,"  however,  'they  rteglcfted.'  The; 
Englifli  lieet  'c6nfi{le4  of  about  fixty  men  of  war  and  fri- 
gates, the  French  of  thirty,  and  the  Dutch  of  feventy  or. 
thereabouts';  fo  that  the  royal  fleets  were  indifputably  fupe- 

rior  to  that  of  ^he  republic.   '    ^  -  '       . 

'  DeRuyter,  bearing  down  with  his  fleet  in  three  fqua- 
dronS,  pfepared  to  attack  the  prince  himfelf,  while  Tromp 
engaged  Spragge  and  the  blue  fquadrbn,'  in  which  the  £ng> 
li(h  admiral  oUiged  him,  by  laying  his  fore-top-fail  to  his 
maft,  in  oi-der  to  ^aV  fo^  nim^  contrary  to  the  6}^prefs  or- 
der of  thcl  i^rincie,. ''  This  fondnefs  for  a  point  bf.  honour 
proved  fatal  to  himfelf,  as  Weir  as  difadvantageotis  to  the 
fleet.  Banicert,' With  his  Zealand  fquadron,'lhou1d  have 
engaged  the  Vhite,' Commanded  by  d'£ftrees;'  butit  fe^ms 
t^e  Dutch  underftood  their  temper  better  than  to  givb  them- 
fdves  much-trouble  about  theni,  for  Bankert  contented  him- 
felf with  fending  eight  men  of  War  and  three  fire-(hips  to 
dttack  the  k'ear-admiral  de  Marte),  who'feemed  to  be  the 
only  man  that  had  any  real  defign  to  fight ;  and  then  the 
HR.  of  the  Zealand  f(;|aad'roii  united  themfelves  to'de  Ruy- 
ier,  and  fell  together  upon  prince  Rupert.  '• 

Rear-admiral  de  Martel^  being  left  not  only  by  the  body 
of  the  French  i^eet;  but  even  bytbie  captains  of  his  own 
divifionj  was  Attacked  by  five  Dutch  Khips  at  once.  He 
fought  them  foir  two  hours,  and  that  with  fuch  courage  and 
fuccefs,  that' having  difabled  onbj  the  reft  were  glad  to  ftieer 
off,  and  he  joined  the  white  fquadron;  where,  expoftulat- 
ing  with  the  captains  of  his  own  divifion  for  deferting  him 
fo  bafely,  they  told  him  plainly,  they'  had  oVders  from  the 
admbal  not  to  obfervie  his  motions  :  and'  indeed,  after  he 
^as  in  the  file^t,'  though  fome  Opportunities  oflTered,  he 
thoyght  no  moire  of  fighting;  and,  on 'his  return  to  France, 
^as lent  to  the  Baftile-  for  -  wliat  he  had  done.-       ' 

The  battle  between^de'Ruyter  and' the  red  fquadron  be- 
gan about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.'^  ^-  The  French,  not 
■  =    *—       w        ..,. „.     *    -        latisficdj 
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fatisfied  with  being  mere  fpe^tors  of  a  v^ry  unequal  com^ 
bat  from  the  beginning,  fufiered  the  (hips,  which  had  at« 
tacked  de  Martd,  to  pafs  c^uietly  to  their  own  fleet  j  fq. 
that  now  de  Ruyfer*s  and  Baiikert^s  fquadrons  were  bothi, 
upon  the  red/   Sir  Edward  Spragge,  intent  on  his  perfonaf , 
quarrel  with  Van  Tromp,  had  fallen  to  the  leeward  ifeve- 
ral  leagues  with  the  blue  fquadron,  and  to  complete  prince 
]R.upert's  misfortune,  the  enemy  foundf  means  to  intiercept 
his  own  reair-admiral.  Sir  Johri  Chichele,  ^ith  His  divi- 
lion }  fo  that  by  noon  his  highiiefs  was  wholly  furrounded 
by  the  Dutch,  being  preifed  by  de  Riiyte^  and  his  diyifion 
on  his  lee-quarter,  a^  admiral  with  two  flags  more  on,  hi  4 
weather-quarter,  aiid  the  Zealand  fquadron  on  his  broad- 
fide  to  windward.    Thus  the  Dutch  wifely  employed  their 
force  againft  the  enem^  that  would  fight,  and  took  lib  more 
notice  of  the  French  fleet,  than  the  French  did  of  them, 
or  of  prince  Rupert. 

His' highnefs^  "ini  the  midft  of  thefe  difsppoifltme^ts'^ ' 
httizvtd  with'fu^h  intrepidity,  and  encouraged  all  fiis  ojfii- 
cers.  fo  efl^edliially  by  his  own  example,  that,  by  degrees 
he-  cleared  himfelf  of  his  enemies,  rejoined  Sir  John  Chi- 
bhele,  and  by  two  o'clock  had  time'  to  think  df  the  blue 
fquadron,  which  was  how  at  three  leagues  diftance}  and, 
hot  hearing  th^ir  gun$  well  plied,  he  made  all  the  fail  hei 
tould  toWards'^hem,  in  order  to  unite  y^ith  and  relieve 
tjiem'.  De  Ruyter,  perceiving  his  highnefs's  defign,  left 
hring,  and  bore  away 'alfo  with  his  whole'  force  to  the  aflifl- 
^ce  of  Trbmps  fo  that  both  fleets  ran  down  fide  by  fidq 
Vithih'rahge  of  bannbh-ftiot,  and  yet  without  firing  on  ei- 
ther part.*  "About  four  the  prince  joined  the  blue  fquadron, 
which  he  fouhd  in  a  very  tattered  condition. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fight,' Tromp  in  the  Golden 
Lion,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge  in  the  Royal  Prince,  fought 
(|)ip  to  (hip.  'The  Dutch  admiral,  however,  would  not 
come  to  i'clole  flghf,  which  gave  him  k  great  advantage  ; 
for  Spragg^;,  Vho  had  more  than,  his  complement  on  board, 
fufFered  much  by  the  enemies  cannon,  and,   having  the 
witid  and  fmoke  in  his  face,  could  not  t'  kd  good  ufe  of 
his'oWn,  as  hie  would  otherwife  have  done.    After  three; 
hours  wsHrdi  fight,  the  R«yal  Prince  was  fo  difabled,  tha^ 
Sir  Edward  was  iPorced  to  go  on  board  the  St.  George,  and' 
Tromp  quitted  his  Golden  Lion  to  hoifl  his  flag  on  hoardi, 
the  Comet,  where  the  battle  was  renewed  with  incredible, 
fury.    We  have  in  refpedt  to  this,  and  it  is  to  be  wi(hed 
we  bad  of  every  battle,  a  diftind  relation  of  what  was  per- 
formed by  each  fquadron,  very  particular  and  clear ;  and. 
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from  the  relation  of  the  blue  fquadron,  (compared  with 
prince  Rupert's)  thefe  h&t  are  colleded. 

The  flreat  aim  of  the  Dutch  admiral  wai,  to  take  or 
fink  the  Royal  Prince :  but  the  earl  of  Oflbry,  and  Sir  John 
Kempthome,  together  with  Spragge  himfelr,  fo  effedluallf 
protected  the  difabled  veflel,  that  none  of  the  enemy's  fire 
(tiipi  could  come  near  her,  though  this  was  often  attempt- 
ed. At  laft,  the  St.  George  being  terribly  torn,  and  in  a 
manner  difabled.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  deugned  to  go  on 
.  board  a  third  (hip,  the  Royal  Charles ;  but,  before  he 
was  got  ten  boats  length,  a  (hot,  which  paded  throush  the 
St.  George,  took  his  boat ;  and  though  they  immediately 
rowed  back,  yet,  before  they  could  get  vyithin  reach  of 
the  ropes  that  were  thrown  out  from  the  St.  George,  the 
boat  funk,  and  Sir  Edward  was  drowned. 

When  prince  Rupert  drew  near  the  blue  fquadron,  he 
found  the  admiral  difabled,  the  vice  admiral  lying  to  the 
windward^  mending  his  fails  and  rigging ;  thr  reair  admiral 
a-ftem  of  the  Royal  Prince,  between  her  and  the  enemy, 
bendinp  his  new  iails,  and  mending  his  new  rigging.  The 
tirft  thmg  his  highnefs  did,  was  to  fend  two  frigates,  to 
take  the  Royal  Prince  in  tow.  He  then  (ieered  in  between 
the  enemy  and  the  lame  (hips,  and  perceiving  that  Tromp 
had  tacked,  and  was  coming  down  again  upon  the  blue 
fquadron,  he  made  a  (ignal  for  all  the  (hips  of  that  fquadron 
to  join  him  :  but  it  was  in  vain ;  'or,  except  the  two  flags. 
Sir  John  Kempthorne  and  the  e^rl  of  Oflbry,  there  was 
not  one  in  a  condition  to  move.  The  French  ftill  contnu- 
ed  to  look  on  with  all  the  coolnefs  imaginable ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  prince  put  out  the  blue  flag  upon  the  mi- 
zen-peek,  which  was. the  (ignal  to  attack,  fet  down  in  the 
general  inflrudlions  for  (ighting,  and  known  not  only  to 
all  the  Englifh  captains,  but  alfo  to  thofe  of  the  white  fqua- 
dron, yet  they  remained,  as  before,  wholly  inadive.  But, 
to  give  fome  kind  of  colour  to  this  conduct,  the  count 
d'Eilrees,  after  the  battle  was  in  a  manner  over,  fent  to 
know  what  this  (ignal  meant. 

About  five  in  the  evening,  De  Ruyter,  with  all  his  flags 
apd  (leet,  came  clofe  up  with  the  prince,  and  then  began 
a  very  (harp  engagement ;  His  highnefs  had  none  to  fecond 
him  but  the  vice  and  rear  of  the  blue.  Sir  John  Harman, 
captain  Davis,  and  captain  Stout,  of  his  own  divilion.  Sir 
John  Holmes  in  the  Rupert,  captain  Legge  in  the  Royal 
Katharine,  Sir  John  Berry  in  the  Refolution,  Sir  John 
Ernie  in  the  Henry,  Sir  Roger  Strickl;|nd  in  the  Mary,  and 
captain  Carter  in  the  Crown  j   in  all  about  thirteen  (hips^ 

The 
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The  engagement  was  dofe  and  bloody  till  about  kvwm 
o'clock,  when  his  highnefs  forced  the  Dutch  deet  into 
great  diforder,  and  fent  in  two  Hre  (hips  amongll  them  to 
increafe  ir,  at  the  fame  time  making  a  fignal  for  the  French 
to  bear  down  ;  which,  even  then,  if  they  had  done,  a  to* 
tal  defeat  muil  have  followed  it :  but,  as  they  took  no  no* 
tice  of  it,  and  the  prince  faw  that  moft  of  nis  (hips  were 
not  in  any  condition  to  keep  the  fea  long,  he  wifely  pro- 
vided for  their  fafety,  by  making  with  an  eafy  (ail  towards 
our  own  coafls. 

Soon  after  this  battle,  the  fleet  came  into  the  Thames, 
and  the  French  fquadron,  about  the  middle  of  September, 
failed  home }  but  fuffered  fo  much  by  a  ftorm,  that  it  was 
the  middle  of  November  before  they  reached  Breft.  When 
prince  Rupert  returned  to  court,  he  joined  his  reprefenta- 
tions  to  thofe  of  other  worthy  patriots,  who  were  defirous 
that  peace,  as  foon  as  po(rible,  Ihould  be  reflored,  to  which 
the  king  was,  no  longer  averfe  }  but  directed  Sir  Williaoi 
Temple  to  negotiate  with  the  marquis  del  Frefno,  the 
Spani(h  amba(lador,  who  was  provided  with  full  powers 
from  the  ftates-general  for  that  purpofe ;  and,  at  three 
meetings,  the  treaty  was  concluded  and  ligned,  to  the 
mutual  fatisfadion  or  both  parties. 

While  this  treaty  was  upon  the  carpet  at  home,  there 
happened  an  accident  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  Dutch 
admiral  Evertz,  being  in  thofe  Teas  with  his  fquadron,  it 
happened  that  captain  de  Witte,  in  a  man  of  war  called  the 
Schaerlaes,  which  carried  thirty- fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  men,  met  with  captain  Harman,  In 
the  Tyger,  a  fmall  £ngli(h  frigate  which  had  been  careen* 
ing  at  Tangier,  and  came  with  him  into  the  harbour  of 
Cadiz,  where  the  Dutchman  alfo  careened.  The  Spani* 
ards  jeding  with  captain  de  Witte,  and  telling  him  that  he 
dur(l  not  fight  the  £ngli(h  captain,  and  that  this  made 
them  fo  good  friends }  admiral  Evertz  heard  it,  and  there* 
upon  told  de  Witte,  that  he  muil,  for  the  honour  of  his 
nation,  challenge  captain  Harman.  He  did  fo }  and  his 
admiral  lent  him,  that  he  might  come  oiF  with  glory,  (ixty 
mariners  and  feventy  foldiers.  Captain  Harman  had  but 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four  men  in  all ;  however,  at  a 
day's  notice  he  (lood  to  fea,  and  fairly  engaged  the  Dutch 
frigate,  in  (ight  of  the  town. 

Their  (hips  were  within  piftol-(hot  before  either  of  them 
Hred,  and  then  captain  Harman's  broadfide  brought  th$ 
Dutchman's  main-maft  by  the  board,  and  killed  and  wound- 
ed him  fourfcore  men.    The  Engli(h  captain  followed  hi« 
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lid  vantage,  entered  the  enemy's  veflel  with  his  refolute 
cfew,  and  became  maffer  of  the  (hip  in  an  hour's  time ; 
but  (he  was  quite  difabled,  and  had  one  hundred  and  forty 
inen  in  her  killed  and  wounded.  The  £ngli(h  had  only 
nine  killed,  and  fifteen  wounded  :  armongft  whom  was  their 
brave  captain,  by  a  mufket>(hot,  which  went  in  at  the  left 
eye,  and  out  between  the  ear  and  the  jaw-bone ;  of  which 
wound  he  was  well  cured,  and  lived  feveral  years  after. 
Thus  the  maritime  powers,  though  their  intereft  was,  and 
mu(%  ever  be  the  fame,  did  their  utmod,  from  falfe  notions 
of  honour,  to  dellroy  each  other,  and  anfwer  the  ends  of 
their  common  enemy ;  till  the  voice  of  the  people,  both  in 
England  and  Holland,  rouzed  their  governors  to  a  juft  fenfe 
pf  their  common  danger,  and  procured  thereby  an  alliance 
which  has  lafted  till  1782. 

The  corfairs  of  Tripoli  having  for  fome  time  committed 
great  outrages  on  the  Engiilh  trade.  Sir  John  NarborougK 
was  fent,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1675,  to  reduce 
them  to  reafon*  The  14th  of  January  following.  Sir 
John  came  before  the  place,  and  having  blocked  up  the 
port  in  the  night,  fo  that  no  (hip  could  go  in  or  come  out, 
lie  manned  all  his  boats,  and  fent  theiln  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant  Shovel,  into  the  harbour,  where  he 
feized  the  guardOiip*  and  afterwards  burnt  the  following 
veflels,  which  w^ere  ail  that  lay  at  that  time  in  the  harbour, 
viz.  the  White  Eagle  crowned,  a  fifty  gun  (hip,  the  Look- 
fng-glafs,  which  carried  thirty-fix,  the  Santa  Clara  of 
twenty-four,  and  a  French  ve(rel  of  twenty  j  after  which, 
he  fafely  returned  to  the  fleet  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle 
inan.  This  extraordinary  a£lion  ft  ruck  the  Tripolines 
with  amazement,  and  made  them  inftantly  fue  for  peace, 
inrhich,  however,  did  not  immediately  take  place,  becaufe 
they  abfolutely  refiffed  to  make  good  the  lodes  fufiained  by 
the  £ng]i(h.  Sir  John  thereupon  cannonaded  the  town, 
and,  finding  that  iheffed^ual,  landed  a  body  of  men  about 
twenty  leagues  fi^om  thence,  and  burnt  a  vaft  magazine  of 
timber,  which  was  to  have  ferved  for  the  building  of  (hips. 
When  all  this  failed  of  reducing  thefe  people,  Sir  John 
failed  to  Malta ;  and,  after  remaining  there  for  fome  time, 
returned  fuddcniy  upon  the  enemy,  and  diftrefTed  them  fo 
rnuch,  that  they  were  glad  to  fubmit  to  a  peace  on  the 
terms  prefcribed. 

However,  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty,  fome 
vf  their  corfairs,  returning  into  port,  not  only  exprefled  a 
great  difltke  thereto,  but  actually  depofed  the  Dey  for 
hulking  it  j  and  without  any  regard  thereto,  began  to  take 
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all  EngliHi  (hips  at  before.  Sir  John  remaining  Aill  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  having  immediate  notice  of  what  paf- 
fed,  fucMcnIy  appeared  with  eight  frigates  before  Tripoli, 
and  began  with  fuch  violence  to  batter  the  place,  that  the 
inhabitants  were  glad  once  more  to  renew  the  peace,  and 
deliver  up  the  authors  of  the  late  didurbance  to  condign 
puniihn  "^nt. 

In  i<$79,  we  had  fome  differences  with  the  Algerines  on 
account  of  their  making  prize  of  EngliHi  fhips,  under  pre- 
tence that  they  were  not  furnilhed  with  proper  paiTes. 
Upon  this  Sir  John  Narborough  was  fcut  with  a  fquadron 
to  demand  fatisfadtion ;  which  he  procured,  as  it  muft  al- 
ways be  procured,  by  dint  of  force.  This  peace,  how- 
ever, did  not  laft  long ;  for,  in  a  year  or  two,  they  com- 
mitted the  like  outrages :  upon  which,  commodore  Her- 
bert, afterwards  fo  well  known  to  the  world  by  the  title  of 
earl  of  Torrington,  went  thither  with  a  few  (hips,  and 
compelled  them  to  make  fatisfa(5tion  for  what  had  paHed, 
and  to  give  the  ftrongefl  afliirances  of  their  adling  in  ano- 
ther manner  for  the  future.  That  expedition,  which  was 
performed  in  1682,  proved  the  lad  in  this  reign. 

Immediately  on  Oliver's  death  he  proclaimed  Richard, 
from  whom,  he  received  a  very  kind  letter,  which  contained 
a  hGt  not  likely  to  be  true,  viz.  that  his  father  had  diredled 
him  to  be  chiefly  governed  by  Monk's  advice ;  whereas  he 
was  fcarce  in  his  fenfes,  when  he  appointed  him  to  the 
fucceifion.     This  was  very  well  judged  in  the  new  pro- 
te£tor,  and  feemed  to  befpeak  his  advice  in  fuch  a  mannei, 
as  that  he  could  not  refufe  giving  it  him ;  and  therefore  the 
general,   fome  time  after,  fent  it  by  his  brother-in-law. 
The  paper  is   yet  remaining,  and  will  convince  whoever. 
reads  it,  that  Monk,  though  a  very  plain  man,  was  a  ^ry 
found  politician,  and,  like  an  honeft  and   fenfible  counfel« 
gave  rhe  cleared  and   bed  opinion,  upon  his  intricate  and . 
perplexed  cafe,  that  it  would  bear.     If  Richard  could  have 
fupported  himfelf  at  all,  it  would  have  rivetted  Monk  in 
his  favour ;  who,  however,  might  doubt  the  po(ribility  of 
that,  when  he  gave  it.     He  judged  rightly,  that,  if  things 
went  well,  it  would   do  him  much   good  ;  and,    if  they ; 
went  ill,  it  could  do  him  no  hurt.     The  further  to  conci-^ 
liate  Monk's  frienddiip,  the  prote<5]tor  fent  him  down  com- 
miiTary  Clarges,  vvhich,  however,  had  no  cffeA  upon  the 
wary  genera],    who  received  Iiis  commands   refpe6lively, 
wrote  a  civil  anfwer  to  Thurloe's  fmooth  letter,  and  took 
all  the  care  he  could  to  fecure  his  command  in  Scotland, 
till  he  faw  what  turn  things  in  Englaad  would  take. 

MEMOIRS 


414 


MEMOIRS    OF 


MEMOIRS  of  Admiral  MONTAGUE,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  Knight  of  the  Garter. 

FAME  belongs  of  right  to  all  thofe  who  have  deferr- 
ed well  of  fociety ;  but  the  fupreme  degree  of  glory 
ought  to  Ttrait  on  the  memory  of  fuch  illuftrious  perfons  as 
have  been  martyrs  for  their  country,  and  voliintarily  died 
either  to  ferve  or  to  prefervc  it.  If  this  be  a  juft  pofition, 
as  muft  be  allowed  by  every  man  who  thinks,  then  the  no- 
ble perfon,  whofe  memoirs  are  at  prefent  to  employ  our 
care,  ought  ever  to  be  revered  by  Britons.  His  life  was  an 
uniform  fcene  of  patriotifm  and  public  fpirit ;  his  death  fo 
extraordinary  a  ftrain  of  exalted  courage,  that,  as  few  h&s 
in  modern  hiftory  come  near  it,  fo  none  in  more  ancient 
and  lefs  corrupted  times  can  be  juftly  faid  to  exceed  it. 

Mr.  Edward  Montague  was  the  only  furviving  fon  of 
Sidney  Montague,  the  youngeft  of  fix  fons  of  Edward 
lord  Montague,  of  Boughton.  He  was  born  July  27, 
1625,  and  having  received  all  the  advantages  which  a  lit^ 
beral  education  could  beftow,  came  very  early  into  the 
world,  and  into  bufinefs ;  efpecialiy  if  we  confider  the 
times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  qualities  neceflary  for  men 
to  be  diftinguiihed  in  them. 

He  married,  when  liitle  above  feventeen,  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  Crew,  afterwards  lord  Crew»  of  Stene }  and  being 
thought  more  warmly  affeded  to  the  caufe  of  the  parlia- 
ment than  his  father  Sidney  Montague  was,  who  had  been 
expelled  his  feat  for  refuting  to  take  an  oath  to  live  and  die 
with  the  earl  of  EiTex,  and  giving  fuch  a  reafon  for  it  as  it 
was  eafier  to  punilh  than  anfwer,  received  a  commiflion, 
dated  Auguft  20,  1643,  to  raife  and  command  a  regiment 
under  the  earl  before  mentioned.  This  colonel  Monta- 
gue, though  but  eighteen,  performed;  and,  the  intereft 
of  his  family  being  very  extenfive,  he  took  the  field  in  fix 
weeks. 

He  was  prefent  at  the  forming  of  Lincoln,  on  the  6th 
of  May,  1644,  which  was  one  of  the  waroiell  attions  in 
the  courfe  of  that  lamentable  war.  He  was  likewife  in  the 
battle  of  Marfton-moor,  which  was  fought  on  the  2d  of 
July,  the  fame  year,  where  he  greatly  dillinguiflled  him- 
felf;  infomuch  that  foon  after,  when  the  city  of  York  de- 
manded to  capitulate,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
miilioners  for  fettling  the  anicles ;  which  muft  have  been 
the  pure  effects  of  perfonal  merit,  finct  he  was  theh  but 
in  his  nineteenth  year.  We  find  him  next  in  the  battle 
of  Nsiieby,  and  in  the  month  of  July,  1645,  he  ftofmed 

the 
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the  town  of  Bridgewater.  In  September  he  commanded  a 
brigade  in  the  ftorm  of  Briftol,  where  he  performed  very 
remarkable  fervice }  and,  on  the  loth  of  September,  1645, 
fubfcribed  the  articles  of  the  capitulation,  granted  to  prince 
Rupert,  on  the  delivery  of  that  important  place  to  the  par- 
liament ;  the  news  of  which,  in  conjunction  with  colonel. 
Hammond,  he  was  appointed  to  carry ;  for  which  a  thanks- 
giving was  ordered. 

But  after  all  this  warm  fervice.in  the  army,  at  an  age 
when  few  people  have  feen  one,  he  (hewed  no  inclination 
to  make  the  fword  the  fupreme  power ;  but  when  bv  the 
artifices  of  their  leaders,  the  foldiers  declared  againft  the, 
parliament,  and  in  June,  1647,  impeached  eleven  of  its 
mod  worthy  members,  he  forebore  going  to  the  houfe, 
where,  when  chofen,  he  fat  as  knight  for  Huntingdon- 
ihire.  His  acquaintance,  however,  with  Cromwell,  the 
court  paid  him  by  that  artful  man,  and  his  own  generous 
unfufpeAing  temper,  drew  him  in  to  accept  a  feat  at  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  into  a  (hare  of  the  tranfadiions  in 
thofe  times,  with  which  he  was  very  much  difTatislied  upon 
refie£lion.  After  the  Dutch  war  was  over,  he  was  brought 
into  a  command  of  the  fleet,  and  was  made  choice  of  by 
the  proteiSlor  to  be  jomed  with  Blake,  in  his  expedition  to 
the  Medirerranean. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1656,  we  find  him  In  the  Me- 
diterranean, meditating  many  great  things.  They  once' 
thought  of  attacking  the  Spaniih  fleet  in  the  harbour  of 
Cadiz ;  but,  after  attentively  coiifidering  the  port,  it  was 
refolved,  in  a  council  of  war,  that  fuch  an  attempt  was 
impracticable.  Then  Gibraltar  was  mentioned,  as  a  place 
that  would  be  of  great  utility,  in  cafe  it  could  be  reduced. 
Admiral  Montague,  in  a  letter  to  fecretary  Thurloe,  gave 
his  judgment  of  this  projedt  with  great  fa|;acity.  Accord- 
ing to  his  fentiments,  the  only  method  of  taking  that  for- 
trefs  was,  to  land  a  body  of  forces  on  the  ifthmus,  and 
thereby  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  town  with  the 
main  }  and,  in  this  fituation,  to  make  a  brifk  attempt  upon 
the  place.  Yet,  as  a  proof  of  the  fallibility  of  human 
underflanding,  we  find,  in  this  very  letter,  a  propofal  for 
fending  five  thoufand  land  forces,  on  account  of  the  hafty 
dirpo(ition  of  the  feamen,  whicli  rendered  them  unfit  to 
perform  any  effectual  fervice  on  (here.  When  this  place, 
however,  long  after,  was  ^iflually  taken,  it  was  wholly 
owing  to  the  vigour  and  activity  of  the  failors,  and  to  the 
impetuofity  in  particular  which  admiral  Montague  imagined 
would  be  a  hindrance  in  any  enterprise  of  this  kind. 
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The  warmth  he  exprefled  in  the  difch^irge  of  bis  cotti-* 
fnand,  did  not  hinder  the  admiral  from  perceiving  the  great 
prejudice  done  to  our  trade  by  the  carrying  on  the  Spani(h 
war,  of  which  he  gives  an  account  in  one  of  his  difpatches 
to  the  fecretary^  wherein  he  complains,  that  he  faw  the 
Dutch,  Hamburghers,  and  Genoeie,  carrying  on  a  mighty 
trade  with  Spain,  which,  as  he  obferv«s,  it  was  impoifible 
for  them  to  hinder,  without  engaging  the  ftate  in  a  war 
with  all  the  world,  and  therefore  propofed^  that  a  fquadrott 
of  light  frigates  only  might  be  kept  in  thofe  feas^  and  that 
the  fleet  Ihould  be  employed  fopiewhere  clfe  to  more  adw 
Vantage. 

However,  the  proteder's  orders  being  pofitive,  they  reA 
turned  towards  autumn  into  the  road  ofCadiz,  where,  in 
September  following,  captain  Stayner  made  prize  of  the 
galleons.  A  full  account  of  their  ftrcngth,  and  the  money, 
on  board  them,  admiral  Montague  fent  into  Englaind  as 
foon  as  they  were  taken  i  and,  when  he  afterwards  received 
directions  to  convoy  the  prizes  home,  he  fent  another  ac- 
count of  the  filver  on  board  them,  defiring  at  the  fame 
time,  that  fome  perfons  might  be  fent  down  to  meet  the 
fleet  at  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  take  charge  of  the  filver, 
and  to  make  a  farther  fearch  into  the  contents  of  the  gal- 
leons. 

The  money,  thus  taken  from  the  Spaniards  was,  though 
undefervedly,  the  moft  popular  ad  in  all  Cromwell's  ad- 
miniilration^  and  therefore  the  utmofl:  pains  were  taken  to 
give  the  p9pulace  a  very  high  idea  of  this  advantage.  The 
filver  was  carried  in  open  carts,  and  ammunition  waggons, 
through  Southwark,  to  the  Tower  of  London  j  and,  to 
make  a  (hew  of  entire  confidence  in  the  people,  thefe  wag-^ 
gons  had  no  greater  guard  than  ten  foldiers.  As  for  ad- 
miral Montague,  he  had  all  the  compliments  paid  'lim, 
upon  this  occafion,  that  it  was  pofllble  for  him  to  defire ; 
the  ^protedfcor  careiTed  him  exceedingly  }  the  parliament,  as 
we  have  elfewhere  obferved^  returned  him  thanks  by  their 
fpeaker,  and  fome  other  honours  he  had  received,  if  with 
indu^ry  he  had  not  declined  them. 

In  1657  hc^^s  appointed  to  command  the  fleet  in  the 
Downs,  and  went  accordingly  on  board  it  the  latter  end 
of  July.  The  defign  of  this  fleet  was  to  watch  the  Dutch, 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  Spain,  and  facilitate  the  enterprise 
on  Dunkirk  j  and  in  all  thefe  he  did  as  much  as  could  be 
expected  from  him.  Towards  autumn  he  thought  fit  to 
make  a  journey  to  the  camp  of  the  marflial  de  Turenne, 
where  he  had  a  •conference  with  bim>  in  order  to  deter- 
mine 
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mine  the  propereft  method  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
then  returned  onboard  the  fleet,  which  cruized  in  the  chan- 
nel till  the  beginning  of  winter.  All  this  time  he  feems 
10  have  been  in  the  higheft  favour  with  the  protedlor,  and 
to  have  had  the  ftrid^eft  intimacy  with  his  family }  and  yet, 
even  then,  the  admiral  entertained  ferious  thoughts  of  re- 
tiring from  public  bufmefs.  What  the  reafon  of  this  was 
cannot,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  be  certainly  difcovered ; 
but,  in  all  probability,  the  fenfe  he  had  of  the  ftrange  fer- 
vice  he  was  put  upon  in  afUding  the  French,  and  diftrefT- 
ing  the  trade  of  all  the  red  of  the  world,  made  him  un- 
eafy.  One  thing  is  remarkable,  that,  how  much  foever  he 
diiiiked  the  orders  that  were  lent  him,  he  executed  them 
with  the  utmod  punctuality ;  fo  that  the  Dutch,  whofe 
jhips  he  fearched  fur  filver,  made  a  heavy  complaint  againft 
him. 

After  the  death  of  Oliver,  and  the  fetting  up  of  Richard, 
admiral  Montague  was  fixed  upon  to  command  the  great 
fleet  fent  to  the  north,  which,  as  it  was  in  itfelf  the  wifelt 
and  beil  nieafure  entered  upon  in  thofe  times,  fo  this  fleet 
was  beyond  comparifon  the  mod  confiderable  that  had 
been  titted  out  fmce  the  Dutch  war ;  and  therefore  I  think 
inyfelf  obliged  to  give  a  diort  account  of  it.  The  Nafeby, 
on  board  which  the  admiral  hoided  his  flag,  carried  feventy 
guns,  and  fix  hundred  men ;  the  Refolution  had  the  like 
number  of  men,  and  eighty  gun»}  there  were  fourteen 
Ihips  carrying  each  hfty  pieces  of  cannon  and  upwards, 
twenty-eight  forty  gun  (hips,  or  near  it,  four  of  thirty 
guns,  befides  twelve  fmall^r  veflels,  carrying  from  twenty- 
two  to  twenty-eight  pieces  of  cannon }  in  all  fix ty  ihips, 
and  on  board  them  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  men. 

The  admiral  went  on  board  in  the  fprlng  of  the  year 
1659,  and  on  the  7th  nf  April  he  wrote  t«  the  king  of 
Sweden,  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  the  Dutch  aidmirai 
Opdam,  to  inform  them  of  the  motives  that  had  induced 
the  proteiElor  to  fend  fo  drong  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  and 
that  his  indrutlions  weri  not  to  refpedt  the  private  ad- 
vantage of  England  by  making  war,  but  the  public  tran- 
quility of  Europe,  by  engaging  the  powers  of  the  north  to 
enter  into  an  equitable  peace. 

13efore  the  admiral  failed,  the  parliament  thought  proper 
to  tie  him  down  by  very  dri«Sl  indrudions,  whi(ih  left  hiio 
no  real  power,  but  obliged  him  to  a£t  in  conjunction  with 
their  commiflloners,  colonel  Algernon  Sidney,  Sif  Robert 
Honey  wood,   and  Mr.  Thomas  Boon  5  and  at  the  fame 
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time  thev  took  an  dccafion  to  (hew  they  had  no  ereat  kind^ 
iiefs  for  nidi,  by  giving  away  his  regiment  of  horie }  fo  that 
we  may  fdppdfe  he  left  England  iii  none  of  the  warmeft  dif- 
pofitions  n>r  their  ferviee.  Wtitn  he  arrived  in  the  Sound, 
he  took  bis  (haffe  l^ith  dth^r  ihinifters  in  negotiation,  and 
tnade  it  fuffidently  evident,  that  h^  had  a  genius  as  capable 
of  fhiniiig  in  the  cabihet^  as  df  Commanding  it  fea  or  on 
ihore.  While  fie  was  thus  employed,  king  Charles^  being 
very  well  informed  as  to  his  temper^  principles,  and  ftri(^ 
Connexion  with  the  protestor's  filiinily,  thought  this  a 
proper  time  to  make  a  trial  of  his  afFe£li6ns  j  and  therefore 
lent  i  perlbii  with  two  letters;  one  from  hithfelf,  and 
the  other  from  chancellor  Hyde^  io  be  delivered  to  him^ 
if  pofTible^  without  the  privity  of  his  colleagues. 

The  feheme  was  rational,  and  well  laid,  but  the  mef- 
fenger  very  indifferently  choferf.  He  was  one  whole  loyaltj^ 
was  apt  to  dance  upon  His  tongue  in  thoib  perilodi  times; 
when  wife  men  kept  it  clofe  in  their  hearts ;  and  it  ^a^ 
with  fomedilHcuIty  that  the  admirail  preferved  htinl(llf  from 
fuflfering  by  his  indifcretion.'..  Yet  thefe  letter^,  and  the 

S"  erfuafions  of  a  near  relation  of  his,  who  undertook  to 
ate  the  merits  of  the  royal  caiile  fairly,  had  fuch  an  effe^! 
6n  admiral  Montague's  mind,  thajt  he  returned  immediately 
to  his  duty,  ^nd  returned  with  all  that  warmth  and  lincerity 
incident  to  great  minds^-  confcioUs  of  fbrmer  failings.  The 
fervice  the  king  expedited  from  hini  was  failing  fpeedily  back 
fo  England,  that  the  fleet  might  b^  ready  to  aft  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Sir  (George  Booth;  arid  other  peffohS  of  diftinc- 
tion,  who  were  difpoled  to  hazard  theit  lives  for  the  fervice 
df  their  country ;  on  weighing  which  pfopofaT^  Mr.  Mon- 
tague found  it  fo  plauiible^'  tha't  he  refqived  to  run  any  ha- 
zard, rather  than  not  contribute  as  much  as  in  him  lay 
to  put  it  in  execution,  coticeiving,  thatj,  if  this  opportunity 
was  mifi^d^  another  equally  pi'dMifing  mij^t  not  quickly 
iiappen*  ;.,.,.,, 

Colonel  Algernon  Sidney  was  a  inan  of  quick  parts,  and 
fieep  penetration :  he  foon  difCerned  fotine  change  in  Mr* 
J^ontagu^'s  condnf^j  and  purfued  his  difepveries  fo  elofely, 
tliat  he  mided  very  little  of  coming  at  his  whole  fecret. 
fhi  adinirali'  Obferying  his  fufpiciolis^  called  a  council  of 
war,  and  therein  made  a  clear  and  dole  fpeech,  in  which 
he  Ihe^ed  them  plainly  the  little  hope  there  was  of  doing 
:iny  thing  for  tlie  honour  of  Eiigland,  by  reiinaining  where 
they  were;  that  to  fight  they  had  no  authority,  and,  if 
they  werf  to  remaim  neuter^  they  might  as  well  fail  home* 
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He  then  laid  before  them  the  accounts  he  had  received  from 
his  and  their  native  country  of  the  great  ftruggled  between 
the  army  and  the  parliament)  Mrhence  he  took  occ^ifiun  to 
hint,  that  themfelves  had  a  great  (lake  there,  and  that,  if 
a  new  government  was  to  be  fettled,  fome  refpeA  ought 
to  be  had  to  the  fleet.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he 
)-eadiiy  fubmitted  his  fentiments  to  a  free  debate^  and  that 
he  was  determined  to  a£t  according  to  their  judgment : 
but  that  one  thing  muft  be  npted^  provifions  were  already 
become  fcarce,  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain  fupplies ;  and 
therefore,  if  they  refolved  to  ftay^  they  muft  refolve  alfo 
to  live  at  (hort  allowance; 

The  quedion  was  foon  dcicided  ;  and,  in  Cbnfequenbe  of 
the  council's  opinion^  admiral  Montague  weighed  immedi- 
ately >  and  failed  to  England.  On  his  arrival  he  found 
things  in  a  very  unexped[ed  ^nd  difagreeable  fituation;  Sir 
George  Booth  clofe  prifoner  in  the  Tower^  the  parliameni 
i^edored  to  their  authority^  and  a  warm  charge  againft  him- 
felf  come  to  hand  from  colonel  Sidney.  Immediately  dti 
his  arrival  he  fet  out  for  London,  attended  the  parliament, 
and  gave  ther^  an  account  of  his  condu6l  with  fd  riiucH 
wifdom  and  elbicfuetibe^  that  even  fuch  as  difliked  it  knew 
not  what  to  ohje<5t;,  and  were  therefore  very  well  fatisfied 
with  difmifTing  him  from  his  command,  to  which  Lawfon 
was  appointed,  a  rigid  Anabaptid,  and  one  in  whom  they 
had  the  greateft  confidence* 

After  fuch  an  efcape,  Mr.  Montague^  as  it  was  very  na< 
tural,  withdi-ew  to  his  own  eftate,  with  a  defigii  to  enjoy; 
in  privacy  and  p<iace,  the  remainder  of  his  life  :  this  made 
him  concern  hi mfelf.  very  little^  if  at  all^-  in  the  public 
tranfa£lions  before  Monk's  coming  into  England;  After 
this,  when  that  general  fhewed  a  delire  that  admiral  Mon- 
tague  fhould  be  refiored  to  his  command,  he  fent  privately 
to  the  king  for  his  approbation,  before  he  would  accept  it; 
Having  obtained  this,  he  fent  his  ttiajefty  a  lift  of  fuch  offi- 
cers in  the  fleet  a§  ^might  be  confided  in,  and  of  fbch  as 
he  apprehended  muft  be'  4-educed  by  fdrce.  Hfe  likewife 
defired  to  know^  whet£rei*  thie  king  had  anyadTurance  of 
the  general ;  but  was;  at  the  fame  time  fo  cautious,  as  ttt 
defire  no  notice  might  be  taken  to  his  excellency  how  his 
inclinations  flood. 

On  his  coming  oh  board  the  flefctj  lie  fbiind  things 
ftringdy  iltered  j  for  Lawlbn,  from  wbofit  he  expedltd 
tnpft  oppofitibn^  was  becoitie  as  f-eady  to  ftrve  the  king  as 
himfelr:  upon  which  he  laid  by  all  referve;  and,  as  foon 
3s  lie  rcccixed  his  majcflyV  letter  j  dirc^d  to  himfelf  and 
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general  Monk,  he  failed  with  the  fleet  to  Holland,  leavin| 
only  t\fa.  or  three  fhip«  to  attend  the  parliament  commif- 
fioners.  This  was  a  very  warM  teftimony  of  his  aifedion  fof 
the  king's  fervicc,  and  as  fuch  was  received  by  his  rhajefty : 
but  when  it  wis  dbfbrved,  that  th^,parlia[hent,c6itiiniirion- 
ers  looked  upon  it  a^  a  mark  of  difrefpe£t,  the  king  was 
pleafed  to  cover  Mt.  Montague,  by  fending  him  in  antedat- 
ed letter.  Soon  aft^r,  he  had  the  honour  to  Convoy  his  ma> 
jefty  to  England,  who^  within  two  days  from  his  landing 
at  Dover,  Tent  Sir  William  Walker^  garter  king  at  arms,' 
to  deliver  him  his  declarator  letters,  with  the  ribband  and 
George  of  the  moil  noble  order  of  the  garter,*  which  he 
prefemed  him  on'  the  28th  of  May,  in  the  mdrning,  in  his 
ihip,'  then  riding  in  the  Doiirnii. 

Among  the  )n>noi^f  s  conferred  on  fuch  is  had  been  par- 
ticularly inftrumtmal  ih  feftorhig  his  majefty  to  his  jufl! 
rights,  our  admir^  had. his  (hard;  and  by  letters  patenti* 
dated  the  12th  July,  1660,'  hi  was  created  baron  Monta* 

fue,  of  St.  Neots,  in  the  dounty  of  Huntingdon,-  vifcounC 
[inchin^rooke,  in  the  fame  county,*  and  eatl  of  Sand- 
Vrich,  in  Kent,-  fworn  of  his  fflaj6fty'ti  moft  hdnonr;ibld 
privy  eoundil,  made  mafter  of  the  king's  Wardfobe,^  admi- 
ral of  the;  narrow,  feas^'  and  lieutenant  adMiral  td  the  duke 
of  York,  as  lord  high  admiral  of  England.  At  his  ma- 
jefty*s  coronation  his  lordfhip' eatried  St.  Edward's  fta^,  and 
was  now  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  king's  priticipal  miniP 
ters,  as  well  as  the  perfon  chiefly  entrufled  with  the  care  of 
the  fleet/ 

Wheh'thc  Dutfch  War  begabi  in  i654j  thft  earl  6f  Sand- 
Siirich  went  heartily  into  the  iheafure^^  as  cbnci^iviAg  it  for  the 
honour  add  intereft  of  Ehglahd ;  anS  when  the  duke  of 
York  tbok  upon  him  the  tomihand  of  the  fleef  as  high  ad- 
miral, his  lordlbiji  commanded  the  bltre  ftjuadron;  and,' 
by  hds  induftry  ana  care,  abtmdahce  of  tfie  enemy's  ilibs 
were  taken,  and  the  t^efl  pMt  of  thdr  Boulrdeaux  fleet.  In 
^e  gceai  li^attle  fought  bA  the  3d  of  June,  1665/  whereiiY 
the  Dutch  idft  their  admird  Opdaih,  flrtd  haul  eighteen 
men  of  war  taken f' and  foutreeni  deftfoyed;  a  lafg^  fhareof 
the  honour  of  the  vi^ory  was  juftly  given  to  tlie  condudt  of 
the  car)  of  Sandwich.;  who,  about  noon,;  fell  with  tiie 
blue  fqua'dron  into  the  center  of  the  enerhy'^  fleet,'  and 
thereby  begaO  (h^t  confufroft,  Ivhich  ended  foon  .after  in  a 
plain  flight.  Moft  of  our  biftbriaJlis  agrees  that  if  this 
Vi^ory  had  been  properly  purfued,^  the  JDntch  fleet  had  been 
totally  ruined  ;  and  the  negledl  of  this  advantage  is,  as  I 
have  clfcw here  obfeiTedi  by  fomc  without  juft  grpundsi 

thar^ed 
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^l^arged  on  the  du^e  of  York.  On  tl>e  return  of  the  ]En« 
gUfh  navy,  his  majefty,  attire  requeft  of  the  queen  mother, 
declarecl  the  duke  mould  not  expbfe  his  perfon  again  on 
board*  the  fleet  ;'but  that  the  command  of  it  (hould  be  left 
p  the  earl  of  Sandwich  ;  who  was  ordered  to  employ  his 
utmoft  difigience  to  put  jt,  a$  fpe^dily  as  pofTtble;,  in  a  con- 
dition to  return  to  the  Dutph  coall  ^  which  he  accordingly 
performed. '  '        ?     ^  ; 

The  earl  qf  Sandwich  failed  on  the  5th  of  July  with 
(ixty  men  of  war  to  the  coa(l  of  Holland,  wearing  the  royal 
(landard  of  ^ngjand,  and  having  under  him  feveral  of  the 
braveflfeanien  thi^t  perhaps  ever  bore  the  Englifli  flags. 
I'inding  the  Diuqh  fleet  not  at  fea,  and  having  informatioii. 
that  both  their  E^iUIndi^  sind  Smyrna  fleets  were  to  return 
north  about,  he  refolved  to  ftecr  for  the  coaft  of  Norway, 
in  hopq$  of  qie^ting  \yith  them :  nor  ^as  this  a  diflicult 
tning,  fince  it  was  fdon  aft(;r  known,  that  they  had  taket^ 
(belter  in  the  port  of  Berghc^i.  We  have!  arready  given 
feme  account  of  this  a£fcion,  but  ^cferved  a  more  particular 
(jetail  of  it  for  this  place,  to  which  it  properly  belongs,  the 
rather,  becaufe  the  atteqipt  on  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  har» 
bour  of  Berghen  wa^  the  occafion,  of  our  war  with  Den- 
mafk,  which  (ome  have  ventured  to  charge  on  the  earl  of 
Sandwich,'  as  (trought  about  by  his  ill  management ;  where- 
as, in  truth,  he  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expe^edfrom 
an  experienced  oflicer,  and  a  man  pf  hohoui;. 

Sir  Thomas  1  yddiman,  be.ing  feht  with  a  flout  (quadron 
to  block  up  the  port  of  Berghen,^  appeared  before  it  on  the 
iftof  Auguft,  1665.  The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  fend 
a  gentleman  to  the  goyei^noi',  to  inform  him  of  the  deflgn, 
and  to  enquire  vvhat'0r4ers  he  had.  To  this  the  governor 
anfwered,  that  as  yet  he  had  hone,  but  that  he  expe61;ed 
them  by  t;be  WA  •'^  *w^  ^^  ^h'**®  days,  and  therefore  de- 
fircd  the  Ehglifti  would  defift  from  making  any  attempt  for 
that  time.  The  fame  evening,  however,  the  caftle  fired 
upon  the  Engl i(h  fleet,  and  did  feme  mifchicf;  and  the 
Dutch  were  fuflfered  by  the  govf  rnor  to  bring  feventy  pieces 
of  cannon  on  fhofe  to  fortify  their  line.  Admiral  Tyddi- 
man,  perceiving;  this,  immediately  called  a  council  of  war, 
yvherein  he,  laid  the,  whole  matter  before  his  oiHcers,  who, 
after  a  full  and.  free  debate,  refolved  to  lofe  no  time,  but  to 
attack  the  I^utch  flejet^  the  next  morning. 

rhis  refolution  taken.  Sir  Thomas  Tyddlman  gave  to 
his  captaiiis  ftri^  chargfe,  that  they  fhould  not  fire  againft 
tlie  caflles  or  ports,  and  fliould  alfo  be  very  careful  to  di- 
reO,  ill  their  (hot  low  at  the  hulls  of  the  IJutch  fhips,  to 
'^  ;.       •  •    •       *  prevent 
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prevent)  as  far  as  they  could,  ^ny  damage  happening  to  the 
town  that  lay  behind  the  (hips;  both  which  orders  all  th^ 
feamen  did  unanimouny  agree  were  performed,  according 
«s,  in  the  feveral  conferences  with  the  governor,  thofe  di- 
re£):ions  were  promifed  to  b(j  given-  The  difpute  continued 
till  near  eight  of  the  clock,  during  which  time,  it  is  true, 
the  caftle  hung  out  a  white  flag,  but  to  what  intent  the  £n- 
gliih  could  not  guefs }  for  ttie  feamen,  whofe  Nation  was 
nesireA  to  it,  agreed  alfo  in  this  point,  that  the  caflle  never 
l^ft  firing  from  fome  quarter  or  other.  They  were  led  to 
hnagine  from  thence,  that  the  Dutchmen,  who  might  have 
heen  taken  in  for  the  (^r^ngtl^ening  the  callle,  had  fired 
s^gainft  the  general's  orders  during  the  time  of  hanging  out 
the  white  flag,  as  indeed  it  provi^d  j  for  there  were  at  jeafl: 
three  hundred  of  them  there,       > 

The  gre^telVmif^hief  th^t  th^e  EngliOi  received  was  from 
the  artillery  \n  the  caftle,  which  by  accidental  (hots  cut 
ifome  hawfers  that  kept  the  firft  line  together :  and  fo,  to 
avoid  falling  foul  one  on  another,  they  were  forced  from 
their  (lations,  and,  whin  they  w?re  o^t  of  the  reach  of  the 
Dutch  guns,  the  fort  upon  the  outmoft  point  on  the  (lar- 
board fide  played  upon  them  afre(h,  the  guns  of  which  the 
£ngli(h  had  opce  filenced  during  the  engagement  i  but,  be- 
ing retnouinted,  they  had  m^y  of  their  men  killed  by  them : 
notwithftand^ng  wh^ch,  the  Englidi  came  that  day  to  an- 
chor within  the  rocks  of  Norway,  five  leagues  diftant  from 
Berghen,  having  no  pilots  that  could  (hew  them  anchoring 
hold  nearer  for  fo  many  (hips  together. 

While  tlie  Englilh  were  repairing  their  (hips,  the  Danifh 
governor  endeavoured  to  draw^hem  into  a  new  negotiation^, 
a(firming,  that  no>y ;  he  had  received  his  maker's  orders, 
and  was  content  ^o  a(Fprd:  them  what  a(ri(lance  he  could. 
But,  after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  not  thought  proper 
to  tru(t  to  thefe  promifes ;    and   therefore,  on  the  iaft  of 
Auguft,  the  earl  failed  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet  towards  the 
^oaft  of  Holland ;  but,   fufFering   much  by  z,  ftorm,    his 
(hips  were  forced  back  again  to  the  northward ;  and  on  the 
4th  of  September  he  met  with  fo\ir  E^ft-Indiamen,  and  fe- 
veral other  of  their  merchant  (hips  under  a  good  convoy ; 
an(^,  thougl^  the  ftorm.y  weather  favoured  their  efcape,  yet 
he  took  eight  men  oif  war,  two  of  iheir  richeft  Eaft- India 
(hips,  and  twenty  fail  of  their  merchantmen.      On  the  9th 
alfo  a  part  of  our  fleet  fell  in  witl^  eighteen  fail  of  the  ene-. 
my,  the  greate(t  part  of  which  they  took,  with  four  .men 
of  war,  and  above  a  thoufand  prifoners. 

On  his  r3turn  the  carl  was  received  by  the  king  with  dif- 
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t'lnguinied  marks  of  favour }  but  his  royal  highnefs's  con* 
dua  in  the  gr^at  engagement  on  the  3d  of  Jqne  being  much 
cenfured,'  and  the  king  declaring  the  du^e  of  York  ihoulq 
go  no  more  to  fea,  as  the  earl's  behaviour  \n  the  fame  ac* 
tion  had  been  much  applauded,  left  h'^s  continuaincc  in  thei 
foleconimand  of  the  fleet  niight  be  interpctted  to  the  dif- 
advantage  of  the  duke,  and  our  affairs  lyi  Sp;|in  r^quirin^ 
an  extraordinary  embaify  to  be  fent  into  that  kingdom,  his 
majelly  difpatched  the  earl  of  Sandwich  to  the  court  of 
Madrid,  to  mediate  ^  peace  between  the  prowns  of  Spaii^ 
find  Portugal.       • 

'  Upon  the  conclufiqn  of  this  treaty  the  earl  of  Sandwich 
was  complimented  both  by  the  king  and  duke  under  their 
hands,  and  his  great  feryices  acknowledged  in  fuch  terms 
as  they  mofl:  certainly  deferved.  Many  of  thefe  difpatches, 
penned  by  hislordlhip  in  this  embaify,  have  been  made  pub- 
lic, and  remain  (b  many  jndelible  marks  of  his  wifdom,  in- 
tegrity, and  public  fpirit,    ' ' 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  third  and  laft  Dutch  war« 
his  lordChip  'went  to  fea  with  the  duke  of  York,  and  com^ 
inanded  the  blue  fquadroih.  The  fleet  was  at  fea  in  the 
beginning  of  the  tinonth  of  May,  and  towards  the  end  of 
that  month  came  to  ain  anchor  in  Southwold  bay,  in  order 
to  take  in  water.  We  are  told,  that  qn  the  27th,  which 
wa$  Whitmonday,  there  was  great  inerry-making  on  board 
the  fleet,  and  many  officers  and  feamen  w^re  permitted  to 
go  on  (hpre,  and  were  at  South wol^,  t^Mnwich,  and  Aid- 
borough.  '  ^Things  being  in  this  fltuation,  and  the  weather 
withal  Very  ha2,y,  the  earl  o^  Sandwich  delivered  it  as  his 
opinion,  at  a  council  held  in  the  evening,  that,  the  wind 
flandingas  it  did,  th^  fleet  rode  in  danger  of  being  furprifcd 
by  the  Dutcj},  and  therefore  he  thought  it  advifeable  to 
weigh  anchor^  and  get  out  to  fea :  tothis  the  duke  of  York, 
it  is  faid,  made  fuch  an  anfwcr  as  fcemed  to  hint,  that  the 
earifpoke  out  of  fear;  >vhich  infinuation,  if  really  made, 
was  certainly  both  barbarous  and  unjuft. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  between  two  and  three  in  the 
morning,  the  fleet  was  informed  of  the  approach  of  the 
putch ;  upon  which  his  royal  highnefs  made  the  fignal  for 
Vveighing,  i^nd  g^ttl^g  out  to  fea  j  and,  the  occafion  being 
of  fo  ptefTmg  ^  iiatv(re,  many  of  the  captains  vvere  obliged 
to  cut  their  cables.  Theblu^fcjuadron,  however,  was  out 
lirft,  and  in  good  order,  the  red  next,  and  the  white,  in 
its  proper  flation,  much  aflern.  The  earl  of  Sandwich,  in 
his  fine  (hip  the  Royal  James,  which  carried  one  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  and  about  eight  hundred  men,  began  the 
;  -K         .....  fight,. 
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fight,  and  fell  furioudy  on  the  fquadron  of  Vsrt  Ghemlt 
this  he  did,  not  from  a  principle  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf 
by  an  a^  of  heroic  valour ;  for  he  knew  his  character  was 
too  weH  eftablifhed  to  need  that ;  his  view  was,  to  give  the 
reft  of  the  fleet  time  to  form  ;  and  in  this  he  carried  hi!i 
point.  Captain  Brakel,  in  the  great  Holland,  a  (ixty-gun 
ihip,  depending  on  the  aiTiflance  of  his  fquadron,  attacked 
the  Royal  James,  but  was  foon  difabled,  as  were  fcverni 
other  men  of  war ;  and  three  fire- (hips  were  funk.  By 
this  time  moft  of  his  ■  men  were  killed,  and  the  hull  of 
the  Royal  James  fo  pierced  withlhot,  that  it  was  impoinble 
to  carry  her  off^    • 

In  this  diftrefs  he  might  have  been  relieved  by  his  vice- 
admiral,  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan,  if  that  gentleman  had  not  been 
more  folicitous  about  aflifting  the  duke  :  when,  therefore, 
he  faw  him  fail  by,  heedlefs  of  the  condition  in  which  ^  he 
lay,  he  faid  to  thofe  who  were  about  him,  "  There  is  no- 
**  thing  left  for  us  now,  but  to  defend  the  (hip  to  the  lafl 
**  man :"  and  thofe  who  knew  him  readily  unc^erftood, 
that,  by  the  laft  man,  he  meant  himfelf.  When  a  fourth 
fire-(hip  had  grappled  him,  he  begged  his  captain.  Sir 
Richard  Haddock,  and  all  his  fervants^  to  get  into  the  boar, 
and  fare  themfelves ;  which  they  did  :•  yet  fome  of  the 
Tailors  would  not  quit  the  admiral,- but  (laid,  and  endea. 
voured  at  his  command  to  -put  out  the  fire,  which,  in 
fpite  of  all  their  efforts,  they  could  not  do  v  and  fo  they 
perilhed  together,  the  (hip  blowing  up  about  noon* 

His  lord(hip's  body  was  found,  near  a  fortnight  af^er- 
ivards ;  and  the  king  tefiified,  by  the  honours  he  paid  to 
the  corpfe,  how  much  he  admired  the  man,  how  lenfible 
of  his  hard  fate,  and  how  willing  he'  was  to  mingle  with 
the  duft  of  his  anceflors,  the  remains  of  fuch«as  died  glo- 
rioufly  in  their  country's  fervice.  The  fad  (lands  thus  in 
theGaiettCi  ..:,.;-;..  ^u..,,. 


Harwich,  June  lo. 

**  This  day  the  body  of  the  right  honourablie  Edward 
**  earl  of  Sandwich,  being,  by  the  order  iipori  his  coat, 
<*  difcovered  floating  on  the  fea,  by  one  of  his  Majefty's 
**  ketches,  was  taken  up,  and  brought  into  this  port; 
«'  where  Sir  Charles  Littleton,  the  governor^  receiving  it, 
"-  took  immediate  care  for  its  embalming,  and  honourable 
**  difpofing,  till  his  majefty's  pleafure  (hould  be  known 
"  concerning  it ;  for  the  obtaining,  of  which^  his  majefty 
•'  was  attended  at  Whi  eliall,  the  next  day, 'by  the  mafter 
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of  the  faid  veflcl,  who,  by  Sir  Charles  Littleton's  or- 
der, was  fcnt  to  prefent  his  majedy  with  the  George 
found  about  the  body  of  the  faid  earl,  which  remained, 
at  the  time  of  its  taking  up,  in  every  part  unblemifhed, 
faving  fome  imprelHons  made  by  the  tire  upon  his  f uco 
and  breaft  :  upon  which  his  majcfty  refolved  to  have'  his 
body  brought  up  to  London,  there,  at  his  charge,  to, 
receive  the  rites  of  funeral  due  to  his  great  quality  and 
fnerits.  ' 

MEMOIRS    of    Prince   RUPERT. 


We  ought  next  to  fay  fomething  of  Prince  Rupert,  who 
commanded  the  Englilh  fleet  often,  and  with  great  applaufe.' 
To  run  through  his  memorable  adventures  would  take  up 
too  much  time,  and  deviate  likewife  from  the  intention 
of  thefe  memoirs  :  we  fhall  therefore  touch  briefly  upon  thofe 
circumftances  of  his  condud,  which  more  immediately  re- 
late to  his  capacity  as  a  fea-oflicer,  and  leave  his  other 
actions  to  the  care  of  fome  faithful  hiflorian,  who  may  in-^ 
cline  to  tranfmit  them  to  pofterity  in  the  manner  they  de- 
ferve.  .     ■ 

He  was  the  third  fon  of  the  ele<Slor  palatine,  fome  time 
ftyled  king  of  Bbhemia,  by  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  eldeft 
daughter  to  king  James  I.  and  was  confequently  nephew  to 
king  Charles  L  His  education,  like  that  of  moft  German' 
princes,  efpecially  younger  brothers,  qualified  him  for 
arms  j  and  fuch  as  hive  been  leafl:  inclined  to  favour  him 
admit,  that  ht  was  extremely  well  fitted  in  refpeft  both 
to  natural  abilities, 'and  acquired  accomplilhments,  for  a; 
great  commander*  •  When  the  unhappy  civil  wars  broke 
out  here,  he  came  and  offered  his  fword,  when  fcarce  of 
age,  to  his  uncle,  and  through  the  whole  war  behaved 
with  great  intrepidity ;  and,  on  many  occaflons,  his  en- 
deavours were  attended  with  very  extraordinary  fuccefs  v 
to  reward  which,  as  well  that  pofterity  might  have  a  jufl^ 
idea  of  the  fenfe  his  majefty  entertained  of  his  great  me- 
rit, that  prince  having  firft  elej^ed  him  into  the  moft  noble 
order  of  the  garter,  did,  by  his  letters  patents,  bearing 
date  at  Oxford,  the  19th  of  January,  in  the  19th  year  of 
his  reign,  make  him  a  free  denizen  i  and,  on  the  24th  of 
the  fame  month,  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer  of 
England,  by  the  title  of  earl  of  Holdernefle,  and  duke  of. 
Cumberland.  When  the  war  was  over,  he  went  abroad 
with  a  pafs  from  the  parliament ;  but  when  the  fleet  revolt- 
ed to  the  prince  of  Wales,  he  readily  went  on  board  ir, 
I     •       V  ...  where 


41^ 


MEMOIRS    OF 


Mihtrt  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  vigorous  counfels  ;  whici), 
however^  were  not  followed ;  but,  qn  the  return  of  th^ 
iSect  to  Holland,  the  command  of  it  vya^  left  to  him.  He 
thci)  failed  to  Ireland,  where  he  endeavoured  to  fupport  thq 
King*s  fmking  caufe;  but  was  quickly  purfued  by  the  parli. 
»n)«nt*&  fuperior  fleet,  under  Poph;im  and  Blake,  who,  in 
the  winter  of  the  year  1649,  blocked  him  up  in  the  haver) 
of  Kinfale,  whence  he  efcaped,  by  boldly  puHiing  through 
their  fleet ;  an  adtioa  as  fucccfsful  in  the  event  as  brave  in 
the  intention. 

After  this  efcape,  he  proceeded  to  the  coaft  of  Spain, 
where,  at  firft,  he  was  treated  with  fome  refpeit ;  but 
wheu  it  was  known  that  the  parliament  hgid  a  better  fleet 
at  (ea,  and  were  very  intent  on  purfuing  and  cruOiing  his 
highnefs,  tl^e  Spaniards  became  afraid  of  Hiewing  him  any 
mark  of  favour :  and  therefore,  when  two  or  three  of  hi9 
ibip$  were  diftrelTed,  and  ran  afliore,  they  plimd^red  them, 
and  prefled  the  men  into  their  fervice.   • 

From  the  coait  of  Spain  the  prince  failed  to  Lidton*  and 
was  quickly  followed  thither  by  Blake j  with  a  fquadron  of 
eighteen  fail.     We  hav^  already  'given   fbine  account  of 
this  expedition,  and  of  his  being  at  laft  forced  by  Blake 
to  leave  that  port,  and  betake  himfelf  again  to  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  and  thierefore  here  I  flwll  only  obfervc,  that  it 
was  chiefly  the  high  refpedt  paid  to  prince  Rupert's  perfon, 
that  enabled  him  to  keep  the  fea  with  his  fquadron,  which 
was  now  become  too   fmall  to  be  called  a  fleet.     On  the 
•fth  of  November,    1650,,    general   Blaise    deftroyed    the 
l^oebuct^  and  the  Black  Prince,  two  of  the  bcit  fhips  he 
had  remaining,  while  his  highnefs  in  the  Reformation,  and 
hts  brother,   prince   Maurice,   in  th^  Convertine,  or,  as 
other  >yr iters  fay,  in  the  Swallowi  failed  into  the  Adriatic 
fea,  and,  after  taking  fomc  prizes,  ret-urnevl,  after  Blake's 
departure,  into  the  port  of  Toulon,  where  they  difpofe4' 
€»f  them,  paid  their  Tailors,  and  provided  for  a  more  dilbnt 
cxpeditiori.      :  '-  ■ 

Prince  Rupert*s  fquadron,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1651, 
failed  again  for  the  S.treights,  ponliding  then  of  no  more 
than  five  men  of  war,  and|  twafire-ihips.  There  he  began 
to  take  Spanilh  fl^ips,  by  way  of  reprifal,  for  the  refpejft 
they  (hewed  th^  parliament j  till,  finding  himfelf  hard 
pefled  by  Penn,  he  refolved,  having  indeed  no  ■  refource 
befides,  to  follow  his  brother  into  the  Well-Indies.  This 
de()gn  might  poffibly  have  proved  more  fuccefsful,  if  prince 
Kupert,  on  his  arrival  in  ihofe  paics,  had  applied  himfelf 
to  the  frcfervaticn  of  the  Weft-Indra  trade  ^  but,  inftead  of 
...     -  .-  .  ......        .   .       this, 
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this*  both  he  and  prince  Maurice  continued  to  cruize  upon 
the  Spaniards,  till  the  latter  perifhed  at  /ea,  and  the  former 
found  his  (hips  in  fuch  a  Ihattered  condition,  that  it  wat 
pbfolutely  neceflary  for  him  to  return  into  Europe }  which 
accordingly  he  did,  and,  in  the  clofp  of  the  year  1652,  ar- 
rived fafely  in  Brittanny,  where  he  difpofed  of  his  prizes,  - 
paid  his  feamen  as  far  as  it  would  go,  and  for  the  prefent 
laid  aflde  his  command  as  an  adqiirali 

On  the  lying's  refloration,  prince  Rupert  was  invjted  into 
England,  where  the  king,  who  had  an  affection  for  him, 
gave  him  various  offices  vvorthy  of  his  high  birth.     With 
a  view  of  honouring  the  fociety  of  the  Inner  Temple,  his 
royal 'Tiighnefs  the  duke  of  York,  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, the  earl  of  Dorfet,  and  Sir  William  Morrice,  one  of 
the  fccretaries  of  Hate,  were  pleafed  to  be  admitted  of  that 
houfe,  the  du)ce  of  YorK  being  then  called  to  the  bar  and 
bench;  and,  on  the  4.th  of  Novernber  in  the  fame  year 
(1661),  his  highnefs  prince  Rupert,  and  other  perfons  of 
rank,  condefcended  to  honour  the  fociety  in  like  manner. 
OA  the  28th  of  sApril,  1662,  the  prince  was  fworn  a  mem- 
ber of  the  privy-council  alfo  in  the  December  following, 
when  the  ftatutes  of  the  royal  fociety  were  prefentcd  to 
the  king;'  whq  'was  pleafed   to  fuperfcribe   himfelf  their 
founder  and  patron  ;    his  royal    highnefs  the    duke  and 
prince  Rupert  at  the  fame  time  declared  themfelves  fellows. 
By  this  time  his  highnefs's  fire  was  iri  fome  degree  qualified, 
and  his  judgment  become  cooler,  and  fitter  for  the  difcharge 
pf  great  employments  ;  when  therefore,  in  the  year  1666, 
the  king  jntrufled  him,  in  conjundtion   with  the  duke  of 
Albemarle,:  to  command; the  fleer,  he  difcovered  all  the 
great  qualities  that  could  be  defired  in  an  admiral ;  for,  by 
his  happy  return  fo  the  fleet,  on  the  3d  of  June  he  ra- 
yilhed.froim  the  Dutch  the  only  vi<5lory  they  had  the  appea- 
rance of  gaining,*  s^nd  qfrerw arils,  on  the  24th  of  June, 
beat  them  efFvi<Slually,  purfucd  them  to  their  own   coaft, 
block-cd  up  their  harbours,  and  made  them  fenfible  of  the 
fuperiority  of  Englifh  courage,   when  not    opprefTed  by 
numbers.     In   the  autumn  of  the  fame  year,  having  Ihe 
fole  command  of   our  fleet,   and  underftanding  that  tN*? 
Dutch  were  endeavouring  to  join  a  French   fquadron  of 
forty  fail  under  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  he  followed  thctn 
clofely  into  liouloign  road  ;  upon  which,  to  avoid  another 
battle,  they  hauled  in  fo  near  the  fhore,  as  in  all  proba- 
bility they  mull  either  have  been  burnt  or  funk,  if  a  fud- 
den  ftorm  had  not  forced  the  prince  to, return  to  St.  Helen's 
bay. 

After 
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After  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  Dutch  war,  and  th^ 
breaking  the  te(l-a<S^,  his  highnefs  was  drawn  from  his  re- 
tirement to  take  upon  him  once  more  the  command  of  the 
fleet.  The  duke  of  York  had  refigned  his  ofBce  of  lord 
faigh-admiral ;  the  earl  of  §andvyich  and  moft  of  the  old 
admirals  were  dead  ;  fo  that  none  <;ould,  with  any  decency, 
be  called  to  that  important  charge  but  binnjrelf.  He  had 
never  lived  on  apy  terms  with  the  ininiftry  who  ^erfe  ftyled 
the  CABAL  i' For 'they  ^erc  ail  perfcns  of  the  utmoft  artj 
and  he  was  one  of  the  "plaineft  men  that  could  be.  Thd 
method,  therefore,  they  took  to  rid  themfelyes  of  a  war, 
which  they  found  it  very  hard  to  nlana'ge,  was,  to  make 
i'uch  difpofitions  in  the  fleet  as  were  fittefl;  to  reniiSfr  the 
admiral  uneafy,  from  a  profpeet  that  this  might  bring  the 
advice  of  making  peace  from  other  hpnds  than  their  own. 
All  the  captains  in  the  fleet  were  the  creatures  of  the  duke 
of  York,  and  were  told,  though  perhaps  without  truth, 
that"  glancing  at  the  prince's  charadlcr  would  oblige  his 
royal  highnefs.  There  needed  no  more  to  fet  thefe  folks 
to  work :  they  began  to  find  fault  with  every  order  he 
cave,  and  to  'mifreprtrcnt  every  meafure  he  took;'  but  the 
prinxre  quickly  convinced  them,  that,  i n (lead  bf  hurting 
iis  charatteri  they  would  by  fuch  cor^dmSt  totally  deftroy 
theirown.  .     •     f*     *     "    '   '''-'■  "•'^i-    ''.• 

'  By  his  briflc  getting  out  to  fea  in  the  nionth  of  April,  he 
(liewed,  that  he  could  be  ailive  in  age  as  well  as  youth  ; 
and,  by  failing  over  to  the  Dutch  coa(^,  he  difcovered  a 
readineis  to  tight,  which  was  the  old  charadleriflic  of  an 
Englilh  admiral.  We  have  already  given  an  "account  of 
the  battle  of  the  28th  of  May,  1672,  m  which  we  had  the 
advantage.  ' 

'  7'he  next  engagement  happened  on  the  5th  of  June,  in 
which  the  advantage  was  more  plainly  on  the  ftd«  of  ihe 
Englifh,  as  is  evident  from  Prince  Rupert's  letter,  which 
■was  immediately  publilhed  ;  but,  after  this  engagement, 
be  found  the  fleet  to  be  fo  miferably  deftitute  of  ail  neceflii- 
ries;  and,  which  was  worfe,  fo  indifterently  manned,  that 
be  thought  fit  to  re: urn  home.      '         ' 

Ort  tlve  nth  of  Auguft  he  fought  the  laft  battle  that  was 
fought  againft  this  erjemy,  of  which  we  have  already 
^iven  fo  fiiir  an  account,  that,  in  refpedl:  to  the  fa£t,  we 
can  add  nothing  here :  on  his  return  from  his  command, 
the  king  exprefled  fome  codlnefs,  whicli  waS  bwin^  not 
mf>re  to  the  arts  of  his  highncfs's  enemies,  than  to  the 
vuicknefs  of  his  letter  in  relation  to  the  latl  fight,  and 
i»c  behaviour  of  the  French  i  but  the  kind's  difpleafur< 
;v'  .•  •  '  quicEly 


Quickly  wore  out,  is  the  intereft  of  the  cabal  began  to 
dedihe.     After  this  the  prince  led  a  quiet  and  (in  a  great 
meaifure)  a  retired  life,  diodly  at  Windfor-cadle,  of  which 
he  was  goternor;  and  fpent  a  great  p^rt  of  his  time  in  the 
profecutioH  o(  Chemficdl  and  phiidfophical  e}i[perim6nts,  as 
Well  is  the  pra«5tic6  of  mechanic  arts,  fdr  which  he  was 
very  faifious;     He  is  mentioned  by  foreign  aUthors  with  ap^^ 
)>lau(^  for  his  fklll  in  painting;  and  Celebrated  by  one  of 
the  nioft  judicious  of  our  own  for  his  iilVehtion  of  mezzo* 
tinto  prints,  fince  rifen;  from  their  foftnef^  and  beauty^ 
into  fo  high  cfteem.     He  likewil^  delighted  iii  ihaking  locks 
for  fire  arms,  atfd  was  the  inventor  of  i  compdfition  Calledi 
from  him',  prince's  MEtAt,    He  comnlunicated  to  th«i 
royal  fociety  his  improvements  upon  gunpowder;  by  refining 
the  f^veral    ingrcfdients,    and  lilaking  it  ihore   carefully^ 
WhicHi  a$  lippears  upon  f;!Veral  trials  rftpdrted  to  that  learn<^ 
ed  bodyj   augmented  it^  fdfce,  hi  conipafifon  of  ordinary 
powdiEr,    in  the  prdpoftion  often  tjonej  an  invention; 
which  though  too  expenfive  for  comiiion  occaildns  j  del^rve^ 
to  be  remembered,  becaufe  in  particular  Cafes  it  may  be  of 
particular  utility:     He  alfo  acquainted  them  ivith  an  en- 
gine he  had  contrived  for  raifing  water,  and  fent  them  an 
inllrument,  of  which  he  niade  ufe;  to  caft  any  platform 
into  perlp^iStive,  arid  for  which  they  deputed  a  fele^  com- 
mittee of  their  members  to  return  hini  their  thanks.    He 
was  th^  invehtor  of  a  gun  fdr  d  fcharging  federal  bullets  with 
the  utmoft  fpeed;  facility,  and  fafety;  Which  was  generally 
and  juftly  admired.     The  royal  fdcieiy  feceived  likewife 
from  his  highnefs  the  intimation  of  a  certain  method  of 
blowing  up  rotks  in  mines;  and  other  fubterraneous  places. 
The  very  ingenious  and  indefatigable  Dr;  Hook  has  pre- 
ferved  andther  iiiventidn  of  his  for  rha!ting  hail  (hot  of  all 
fizes.     He  devifed  a  particulai'  kind  of  fcrew,  by  the  means 
of  which,  obfervations  taken  by  a  quadrant  at  fea  were  ft- 
cured  from  receiving  any  alteration  by  the  unfteadincfs  of 
the  obfcrvcr's  hand,  or  through  the  motion  of  the  fliip.    H# 
iiad  aifo,  amongll  other  fccrcts.  One  that  was  very  curious, 
and,    if  preforvcd,  might  be  v<!fy  beneficial,    which   was 
that  of  iiielting  or  running  b!;tc'v  lead,  like  a  metal,  into  a 
inould,  and  reducing  it  back  again  into  its  original  form. 

As  to  his  public  character  in  tlie  lad  ten  years  of  his  life, 
it  was  that  of  a  patriot,  which  was  owing  to  the  innate  ho- 
ncfty  of  his  temper,  and  to  his  not  having  any  liking  to 
intrigues.  He  gave  indefatigable  attention  to  whatever  ap- 
peared to  him  conducive  \<j  the  public  good*  He  was  a 
great  protnottr  of  the  trade  ta  Africa,  and  a  principal  pro- 
tector 


436  MtUOiKS     of 

tedor  of' tile  royal  African  companiy^  as  a  proof  of  whlcft^ 
before  the  firft  Dutch  war  (in  this  ^eign)  he  offered  his  ma- 
jefty  to  fail  with  a  fquadron  to  the  co^ft  of  Guinea,  in 
order  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  crown,  aifert  thejuft 
rights  6(  the  company,  and  redrefs  the  imuries  done  to  the 
nation:  but  the  tcingt  unwilling  to  hazard  his  perfbn  at 
fuch  a  diftance,  and  in  fo  fickly  a  climate,  though  he  re- 
ceived the  motioii  kindly,  would  not  confent  to  it,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  taking  an  officer  of  his  recommen- 
datidnj  (captain  Holmds),  under  whdm  the  fquadron  was 
fent.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  council  of  trade; 
It  v^as  owing  to  his  fdlicitations^  after  beitlg  at  great  ex- 
pence  not  only  in  thei  inquiry  into  the  valuej  but  in  (bnding 
ihips  thither,  that  the  Hudfoii's  bay  company  waS  ereded  j 
of  which  he  was  the  firft  governor  appointed  by  the  charter. 
in  menidry  of  hiiti,  a  cohfiderable  opening  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  that  bay,  in  Tei-i-a  de  Labrador,  is  called  Rupert's  ri- 
ver. In  general,  his  highnefs  was  a  great  friend  to  feamenj 
and  to  all  learned,  ingenious,  and  public-fpirited  perfons^ 
and  afufted  them  with  his  purfe,  as  w^ll  as  afforded  thent 
his  countenance.  Hci  Was  conccirned  in  th6  patent  for 
nealed  cannon,  in  a  giafs-houfe,  and  dther  undertakings  for 
acquiring  or  improving  manufadures^  for  which  fdme  have 
cenfured  him  as  giving  encouragement  to  projedors.  fiuc 
furely  this  cenfiire  is  very  ill  placed^  fince^  without  fuch 
patrdnSj  indUftry  and  ingenuity  would  want  fUppoi't,  and 
many  ufeful  inventions,  many  valuable  difcoveries,  barely 
emerge,  and  then  fmk  again  into  oblivion^  But  flrid  juf- 
tice  has  been  done  to  his  highnefs's  many  virtues,  and  ami- 
ble  qualities,  by  abler  and  more  impartial  judges,  efpe- 
cialiy  in  that  excellent  charadler  of  him  by  the  elegant  pen 
of  bilhop  Sprat.  In  refpeft  to  his  private  life  he  v^as  (6 
jufl,  fo  beneficent,  fo  courteous,  that  his  memory  remain- 
ed dear  to  all  who  knew  him.  7'his  I  fay  of  my  own' 
knowledge,  having  often  heard  old  people  in  Berkfltire  fpeak 
in  raptures  of  prince  Rupeft. 

lit  died  at  his  houfe  iii  Spring-gardens  on  the  29th  of 
November,  1682^  in  his  grand  diihaderic,  leaving  behind 
him  a  ndtUral  fon,  ufually  called  Dudley  Rupert,  by  a 
daughter  Of  Henry  Bard^  vifcount  Beltemont,  though  ny- 
l&d  iii  his  father's  Jafl  will  and  teflament  Dudley  Bard,  He 
received  the  firfl  tindure  of  letters  at  Eton  fchool,  where 
the  gentlenefs  of  his  temper,  and  the  modefly  and  amiable- 
nefs  of  his  behaviour,  procured  him  univerfat  efleem.  His 
genius,  however,  ihchning  rather  to  arms  than  (ludy,  he 
was  placed  under  the  cate  of  that  celebrated  mathematician 
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Sir  Jonas  Mo6rt  at  the  Toweir.  Here  lie  contintled  till  the 
demifeof  this  prince^  when  he  made  a  tbur  into  Germatiy 
fo  take  pbireiTioh  of  a  cphfiderablb  fortiine  which  had  been 
bequeatlied  to  hiiti.  He  was  very  kiridly  itceived  by  the 
palatine  faniiJy,  to  whohi  he  had  the  honour  of  being  fo 
nearly  allied.  In  1686  he  made  a  campaign  in  Hungary^ 
and  di(lirigUi(hed  hiinfelf  at  the  lliege  of  Buda,  where  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  loib  his  life,  iti  the  month  of  Jul^  or 
Augtift,  in  a  defperate  attempt  made  by  fome  Englim  gen- 
tlemen uJ3oh  the  fortifications  of  that  city,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  age,  and,  though  fo  young,  nad  (ighAli^ed  his 
tourage  in  fu'ch  an  Extraordinary  manner,  that  hi$  dbath 
was  exceedingly  rfegrettcd.  The  prince  left  alfo  ^  natural 
daughter^  this  lady  Ruperta,  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Hughes, 
This  lady  Ruperta  afterwards  mairried  general  Howei  atnl 
is  fince  deceafed. 


MEMOIRS   OF  Sir  ;ioHN  LAWSON,  Vice  Admiral 
/  of  the  Red  Squadron. 

TJl  I  S  etiiihent  commander  wj»s  thfe  foh  of  i  perfon  m 
low  circumflances  it  Hull,  and  bred  to  the  fea, 
either  on  aCcouHt  of  his  own  taking  a  liking  to  it,  or  that 
It  bell  fuited  with  his  father's  (ituation  i  who,  perhaps, 
knew  hot  ptherwilc  how  to  provide  for  him.  In  procefs  of 
time  he  obtained  a  (hip  by  his  inerit ;  and  ferving  in  the 
feet  under  the  parliament^  was  made  a  captain  therein,  for 
his  extraordinary  disfert;  He  ferved  with  great  fidelity 
againft  all  their  enemies,  (6  long  as  the  parliament  retained 
their  power  j  dnd,  towards  the  end  of  the  waf  carried  « 
^3g>  togfether  with  Pcnri,  under  Monk. 

•fri  j653»  we  cohiinanded  a  fleet  of  forty- four  fail,  which 
were  fent  over  to  the  coaft  of  Holland  j  and  in  this  expe- 
dition, by  taking  a  fcarce  credible  number  of  prizes,  his 
aicceptabie  fervice  had  great  influenciH  in  itiaking  the  p,eace. 
On  the  change  of  the  governinent,  and  Cromwell's  afTum* 
ing  the  fupreme  power  to  himfelf,  he  was  continued  in  his 
command,  and  treated  with  very  much  refpe£t ;  but,  ii 
feems,  his  principles  did  not  incline  him  to  a(5l  (o  Aeadily 
under  the  new  government  as  he  had  done  undier  the  old. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  the  prote«^or  Oliver  had  early  in- 
te)ligence  of  Lawfon's  difaffe<5tioh.  Colonel  Overton, 
yho  had  plotted  againfl  Monk  iii  Scotland,  had,  iit  fome 
of  his  conferences  with  his  friends,  mentioned  vice  adniirat 
I'^wfon  as  a  pcrhh  upon  whom  they  might  depend ;  yet, 

for 
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for  all  this,  he  was  employed  and  intruded  to  command  « 
fleet  for  the  channel  fervice  in  1655.  ^"'  *'^^  Spanilli  war 
had  the  fame  cfTe^  upon  him  that  it  had  upon  many  offi- 
cers ;  he  looked  upon  jt  as  a  flagrant  a£l  of  injudice  and 
tyranny,  and  began  from  that  moment  to  enter  into  fchemes 
againft  the  protestor. 

There  were  at  the  fame  time  a  ver)'  formidable  body  of 
men,  who  conipired  alfo  againft  Cromwell  on  the  moft  en- 
thufiaflic  principles,  and  were  Ayled  tifth  monarciiy  men. 
With  thefe  Lawfon,  Okey,  Hicli,  and  other  officers, 
thought  fit  to  join,  becaufe  they  agreed  with  them  in  the 
main,  and  were  for  pulling  down  the  tyranny.  Secretary 
Thurloe,  however,  had  fuch  early  and  fuch  clear  informa- 
tions q{  all  their  proceedings,  that  they  were  able  to  efFe<^ 
nothing:  on  the  contrary,  April  10,  1657,  major-general, 
Harrifon,  admiral  Lawfon,  and  feveral  others,  were  com- 
mitted ;  which  put  an  end  to  their  intrigues. 

When  he  recovered  his  liberty,  he  judged  it  proper  to 
retire,  and  very  probably  did  not  imagine  he  fhould  ever  be 
employed  again  :  but,  upon  the  firit  news  of  the  return  of 
admiral  Montague  with  his  fleet  from  the  Baltic,  the  par- 
liament refolved  to  have  it  put  into  the  hands  of  one  in 
whom  they  could  confide,  and  therefore  fent  for  Mr.  Law- 
fon, declared  him  vice  admiral,  gave  him  the  command  of 
a  few  frigates,  and  ordered  him  to  take  the  charge  of  the 
whole  fleet  on  its  arrival.  In  his  privacy  he  had  converfed 
with  fome  underflanding  cavaliers,  and  came  to  have  a  true 
notion  of  the  folly  of  fhifting  from  one  form  of  govern- 
ment to  another,  and  the  great  crime  of  fubverting  the  con- 
nitution  of  one's  country,  to  which  an  abfolute  obedience 
is  due.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  heard  of  general  Monk's 
march  into  England,  he  refolved  to  co-operate  with  him ', 
and,  knowing  that  nothing  could  be  done  but  by  the  me- 
dium of  a  parliament,  he  got  the  fleet  to  declare  roundly 
upon  that  head  ;  for  which  he  received  their  folemn  thanks. 

Immediately  after  the  reAoration  he  was  feme  as  vice  ad- 
miral to  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  when  he  went  to  fetch  queen 
Catherine  from  Portugal,  and  was  afterwards  employed  in 
t^e  Mediterranean  againfl  the  Aigerines,  to  whom  he 
did  confiderable  damage,  and  fo  effedually  blocked  up  their 
port,  that  they  were  not  able  to  fend  any  of  their  cruizers 
abroad.  More  he  might,  and  certainly  would  have  done, 
if  he  had  not  been  dilappointed  in  his  expectation  from  Ae 
Uuyter,  who,  with  his  Dutch  fquadron,  was  fent  on  the 
fame  errard.  I^hefe  admirals  differed  about  a  falute  which 
Ue  Ruyter  paid  Lawfon,  and  Lawfon  refufcd  to  return,  as 

being 
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being  bound  up  by  his  in(lru6tions.  After  this  there  was 
no  harmony  between  them  :  the  Dutch  admiral  took  the 
firA  opportunity  of  quitting  this  fervice,  and  Hipping  away 
to  Guinea,  which  was  highly  refented  by  king  Charles,  and 
alledged  as  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  Dutch  war. 

On  the  21ft  of  April,  1665,  the  duke  of  York  failed 
with  a  grand  fleet  to  the  coall  of  Holland,  himfelf  carrying 
the  red  flag,  prince  Rupert  the  white,  and  the  earl  of  Sand- 
wich the  blue.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  engagement, 
which  happened  off  LeoftofF^  on  the  memorable  3d  of 
June,  that  day  twelve  years  in  which  they  had  been  beat  by 
Monk  i  Lawk)n,  after  he  had  exceeded  all  that  he  had 
done  before,  was  by  a  mufket,  (hot  in  his  knee  difabled  from 
enjoying  that  victory  which  he  had  laboured  fo  hard  to  gain. 
He  did  not,  however,  die  till  fome  days  after,  viz.  June 
29,  1665,  when  he  had  the  fatisfadiion  of  knowing  tliat 
his  country  triumphed,  and  that,  as  he  had  lived,  fo  he 
died  with  glory. 

It  is  worth  obferving,  that  all  the  writers  of  thofe  times, 
though  they  differ  widely  in  refpedl  to  many  characters,  con- 
cur m  commending  Sir  John  Lawfon  as  a  brave,  honeft, 
loyal  commander,  and  as  a  very  able  and  underftanding  fea- 
man;  and,  as  fuch,  deferves  to  be  honourably  remem* 
bered. 


MEMOIRS  OF  Sir  JOHN  KEMPTHORNE. 

SIR  JOHN  KEMPTHORNE  wasdefcended  from  a 
good  family  in  Devonfhire,  and  was  born  in  the  pariAi 
of  Widfcombe  in  that  county  in  the  year  1620.  His  fa- 
ther being  a  royaiifl  and  in  low  circumuances,  was  glad  of 
an  opportunity  of  binding  him  apprentice  to  the  captain  of 
a  trading  velTel  belonging  to  Topfham,  with  whom  he  lived 
very  happily  for  fome  years.}  and,  being  a  young  man  cf 
natural  good  abilities,  he  attained  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  knowledge  in  his  profefTion,  by  which,  and  by  the  fa- 
vour of  his,  tnafler,  he'  grew  into  great  credit  with  the  moft 
eminent  traders  in  Exeter,  in  whofe  fervice  he  made  vari- 
ous voyages  into  the  Mediterranean,  with  large  profit  to 
them,  and  no  fmall  reputation  to  himfelf.  In  the  begin* 
ning  of  our  wars  with  Spain  he  diflinguifhed  himfelf  by  a 
very  extraordinary  action.  He  was  attacked  by  a  large  Spa- 
ni(h  man  of  war,  commanded  by  a  knight  of  Malta }  and 
though  the  odds  were  very  great,  yet  captain  Kempthonie 
defended  himfelf  gallantly,  till  all  his  ammunition  v^as 
Voi.  IV.  E  «  /pent. 
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fpent,  and  then,  remembering  that  he  had  feveral  large 
bags  of  pieces  of  eight  on  board,  he  thought  they  might 
better  ferve  to  annoy  than  enrich  the  enemy,  and  therefore 
he  ordered  his  men  to  load  their  guns  with  filver,  which 
did  fuch  execution  on  the  Spaniards  rigging,  that,  if  his 
own  (hip  had  not  been  difabled  by  an  unlucky  (hot,  he  had 
in  all  probability  got  clear.  At  lafl:,  however,  overpowered 
by  numbers,  he  was  boarded,  taken,  and  carried  into  Ma- 
laga, 

The  knight,  to  whom  he  was  prifoner,  treated  him  with 
the  utmod  kindnefs  and  civility,  carried  him  home  to  his 
houfe,  gave  him  the  free  ule  of  it,  fpoke  of  him  with  much 
]erpe<^,  commended  his  valour  to  every  body,  and  declared, 
that  he  never  knew  a  man  who  deferved  higher  preferment  i 
and  after  a  fliort  (\ay  in  this  manner,  which  I  can  fcarce 
call  a  conlinement,  he  fent  him  to  England.  It  is  a  great 
misfortune,  that  one  is  obliged  to  relate  fuch  a  paflage  as 
this,  without  the  proper  circumHances  of  names  and  dates  ; 
but,  vi'hen  thefe  have  been  flighted  by  fuch  as  firft  com- 
mitted the  fa(^  to  writing,  they  are  not  aft**" wards  eafily  re- 
covered. However,  there  can  be  no  doubt  made  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  relation,  iince,  upon  the  credit  of  this  action, 
captain  Kempthorne  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fubfequent 
fortunes.  Having  premifed  this,  we  may  proceed  to  the 
fecond  part  of  this  adventure.  Some  years  after,  the  fame 
knight  of  Malta  was  taken  in  the  Streights  by  commodore 
Ven,  and  brought  prifoner  into  England,  where  he  was 
committed  to  the  Tower :  this  afforded  the  captain  an  op- 
portunity of  returning  all  the  civilities  he  had  received,  and 
of  procuring  his  liberty,  which  he  did  at  his  own  expence, 
and  furnifhed  him  with  every  thing  neceffary  to  return  to 
Spain  }  an  action  generous  and  grateful  in  itfelf,  and  which 
could  not  fail  of  doing  our  Englifh  commander  great  ho- 
nour. 

After  the  rel\oration,  captain  Kempthorne  had  fome  me- 
rit to  plead,  his  father  having  quitted  the  profeifion  of  the 
law,  to  ferve  as  a  lieutenant  of  horfe  in  the  king's  army, 
which  honeft  and  loyal  aft  proved  his  total  ruin.  Whe- 
ther this  or  any  perfonal  intereft  which  his  fon  might  have, 
brought  him  into  the  navy,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  ;  but,  foon 
after  the  king's  return,  he  was  provided  with  a  fhip,  viz* 
the  Mary  Rofe,  a  third  rate,  carrying  forty-eight  guns, 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty  men.  In  this  fhip  he  went  as 
convoy  to  a  confiderable  fleet  of  merchantmen  in  the 
Streights,  and  in  the  month  of  December,  1669,  met  with 
a  fquadron  of  feven  Algerine  men  of  war :  by  his  pru- 
dence 
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dencc  and  courage  he  prefervcd,  however,  all  the  vefTels 
under  his  care,  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  fliecr  off,  after 
leaving  behind  them  feveral  of  their  men,  who  had  board- 
ed the  Mary  Rofe,  and  were  brought  by  captain  Kemp- 
thorne  into  England. 

This  gallant  a«ftion  juftly  entitled  him  to  a  fl.-"*  j  and  yet 
it  was  fome  years  afterwards  out-done,  with  great  failsfac- 
tion  to  the  captain  :  for  his  Ion,  a  young  gentleman  of 
three  and  twenty,  in  the  King*s  Filher,  a  frigate  of  forty- 
fix  guns,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  engaged  fe- 
ven  Algerines,  three  of  which  carried  as  many  guns  as  the 
whole  (quadron  that  his  father  had  to  deal  with  j  and  after 
many  hours  fight,  in  which  he  was  feveral  times  boarded, 
made  them  weary  of  their  undertaking,  and  carried  the 
king's  (hip  fafe  into  a  Spanilh  port,  whcrre  himfelf  died  of 
his  wounds. 


MEMOIRS    of  Sir  GEORGE  AYSCOUGH,   or,  as 
generally  written,  AYSCUE,  Admiral  of  the  White. 

SIR  GEORGE  AYSCUE,  whofe  merit  was  great,  and 
fo  generally  underflood,  that  he  was  preferred  without 
cmy ;  nay,  his  preferments  were  attended  with  fuch  uni- 
verfal  applaufe,  as  at  length,  which  often  happens  in  po- 
pular dates,  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  his  mafters,  This 
did  not  hinder  his  appearing  again  in  a  higher  (lation  with 
equal  reputation  ;  and  having  often  vanquished  enemies,  he 
in  the  laft  a£iron  of  his  life,  triumphed  over  fortune. 

When  a  great  part  of  the  fleet  revolted  in  the  fummer  of 
1648,  and  fet  colonel  Rainfborough  on  (hore,  who  was  fent 
to  take  the  command.  Sir  George  Ayfcue  preferved  his  (hip 
the  Lion  for  the  parliament,  and  brought  her  into  the  river 
Thames,  of  which  he  gave  ihem  notice.  This  important 
fervice  at  fo  critical  a  conJuncSiure  was  received  with  great 
fatisfadlion,  and  he  was  de(ired,  with  captain  Mou'ton,  to 
faii  over  to  the  coaft  of  Holland,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  (hips  then  under  the  prince  of  Wales.  The  next  year 
he  was  declared  admiral  in  the  Iri(h  feas,  and  directed  to 
relieve  Dublin,  which  was  a  thing  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence.  This  he  very  fuccefsfully  performed,  as  alfo  many 
other  fervices  ;  which  induced  them  to  continue  him  in  that 
office  for  another  year,  in  which  fpace  he  did  all,  and  even 
more  than  they  expe^ed  j  for  which  they  honoured  him 
with  their  thanks^  and  aSTured  him  they  would  retain  a 
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fuitable  fenfe  of  what  lie  had  done  in  fuppoit  of  the  li.ii-* 
gll(h  and  Proteflant  intereft  in  that  kingdom. 

The  war,  at  leaHi  as  far  as  it  was  a  fea  war,  tseing  brought 
to  d  concluHon  in  Ireland,  the  parliament  found  themfelves 
at  liberty  ra  make  ufe  of  their  fleet  elfewhere,  and  there- 
upon refolved  to  reduce  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  which 
was  held  for  king  Charles  by  the  lord  Willoughby  of  Par- 
ham,  who  had  fcrved  theth  h>ng ;  but  when  he  faw  they 
meant  to  fubvert  the  conAitution,  quitted  them,  and  went 
to  king  Charles  II.  in  Holland,  by  whom  he  was  declared 
vice  admiral  of  the  revolted  fleets  and  afterwards  governor 
of  the  Leward  Illands.  In  order  to  accomplifti  this,  orders 
were  fent  to  Sir  George  Ayfcue  to  form  a  fquadron,  which 
he  was  to  man  and  viaual  as  foon  as  poAible,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  Barbadoes :  but,  before  he  was  in  any  readinefs  to 
fail,  thel'e  orders  were  countermanded.  The  reafon  of  this 
wcs,  the  parliametit  had  information,  that  the  Dutch  were 
treating  with  Sir  John  Greenville,  in  order  to  have  the 
iHes  of  Scilly  put  into  their  hands ;  and  therefore  it  was 
thought  neceiTary  to  reduce  thofe  iilands  firft.  Blake  and 
Ayfcue  were  employed  in  this  expedition  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  1651  i  and  performed  it  with  honour  and  fuccefs. 
They  had  but  a  fmall  body  of  troops  on  board,  and  Sir 
John  Greenville  had  i  ebnilderablt  force  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Mary,  commanded  by  fome  of  the  befl  officers  in  the  late 
king's  array  ;  (o  that,  if  things  had  been  decided  bv  the 
fword,  the  difpute  mufl  have  been  both  bloody  and  doubt- 
ful. Sir  John  eafily  perceived  that  this  mufl  end  fatally  in 
refpciSl  to  him,  and  the  remains  of  the  king's  forces  under 
Hs  cohimand,  and  therefore  entered  into  a  treaty  with  ge> 
ncral  Blake  and  admiral  Ayfcue^  who  ufed  him  very  ho- 
iionrablv,  and  gave  him  fair  conditions  :  after  which  Blake 
returned  to  England,  and  Ayfcue  prepared  for  his  voyage  to 
Barbadoes. 

He  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  26th  of  October,  1651, 
and  became  quickly  fenfible  of  the  di£[icuhy  of  that  enter- 
prize.  His  own  force  was  very  inconfiderable  in  compa- 
f  ifon  of  that  of  the  ifland  :  The  governor  was  a  man  of 
quality,  good  fenfe,  and  well  beloved,  and  had  afTembled 
a  body  of  near  five  thoufand  men  to  oppofe  him.  In  fpite 
of  all  thefe  dilHculties,  he  was  determined  to  do  his  ut- 
mofi:  to  reduce  the  place,  which  ht  compleatly  accom- 
pliHied; 

He  returned  to  Plymouth  on  the  25th  of  May,  1(^5?, 
whh  great  reputatibni  The  Dutch  war,  which  broke  out 
while  he  was  abroadi,  waS  now  very  warm^  and  Sir  Georg* 
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was  forced  to  take  a  fliare  therein,  though  his  fhips  were 
with  To  long  a  voyage  extremely  fouf,  and  in  a  manner  un- 
fit for  fervice  ;  yet,  when  general  Blake  failed  to  the  north, 
he  performed  gloriQus,  indeed  almofi  incredible  Hhings  j  for 
in  July  he  took  five  Dutch  merchantmen,  and  afterwards 
attacked  a  fleet  of  forty  fail  under  the  convoy  of  four  men 
of  war,  took  feven,  burrit  three,  and  forced  the  reft  on  the 
French  fhorc.  On  the  16th  of  Auguft,  1652,  the  Dutch 
attempted  to  furprife  Sir  George  with  a  great  fleet,  who 
was  juft  then  rcturnet)  from  convoying  a  rich  fleet  of  Eaft* 
India  fhips  into  Plymouth.  Though  he  was  much  inferior 
in  flrength,  he  fought  notvvithflanding,  and  at  lafl,  with 
cotiliderabie  lofs,  forced  them  to  retire.  After  this,  he  con- 
tinued to  behave  vigoroufly  againft  the  enemy  ^  and  though 
his  fervices  were  not  very  well  received  by  the  parliament, 
yet  both  the  feamen  and  the  people  ^greipd  that  he  haj 
aded  like  a  hero. 

In  fome  fliort  time  nftqr  this,  the  parliament  thought  fit 
to  confider  Sir  George's  former  fervices,  and  to  vote  him, 
as  a  reward,  three  hundred  pounds  a-year  in  Ireland,  and 
alfo  three  hundred  pounds  it>  money ;  but  they  thought 
proper,  at  thp  fame  time,  to  lay  him  afide,  imder  pretence 
that  the  honour  of  the  nation  was  fome  way  afre<Sled  by  the 
lofs  he  had  fuffered  in  tl^e  late  fight  in  Dover  road  :  but 
this  was  a  mere  pretence  ;  for  not  only  our  own  hjflorians, 
but  the  Dutch  wrjtefs  alfo,  agree,  that  never  any  man  be- 
haved better  th^n  he  did  upon  that  ocpafion  ;  and  fo  far 
was  the  honour  of  the  nation  froni  bfing  at  all  injured  by 
^ny  lofs  he  fultained^  that  this  very  a6lion  was  then,  and 
ftil'l  is  cpnfidered  as  one  of  the  (Irongefl  proofs  of  the  invin-, 
cible  courage  of  the  Englifh  at  fea.  Nav,  immediately  be- 
fore he  was  difmifled  from  his  commancf,  he  gave  ^  moft 
extraordinary  proof  of  his  courage ;  for  he  prot^f^ed  againi^ 
Blajce's  retreat,  after  he  had  been  worfted  i^^  thp  battle  of 
the  29th  of  i^ovember,  and  declared,  he  thought  it  more 
honourable  to  perifh  at  fea,  than  to  retire  in  the  fight  of  an 
enemy  ^  and  upon  this  occafion  he  intitnated  a  defigii  of 
throwing  up,  which  gave  his  enemies  fo  f;|ir  an  opportu- 
nity of  taking  away  his  commiiFiqu. 

After  this  the  admiral  led  a  retired  life.  The  grant  hq 
had  of  an  eftate  in  Ireland,  induced  him  to  go  over  thither 
in  1655,  where  be  had  frequent  conferences  with  H^nry 
Cromwell  who  thtti  governed  that  kingdom,  and  who  cpn- 
ceived  from  thence  fo  ^reat  an  efleem  tpr  him,  that  he  wrote 
exprefly  to  fecretary  1  hurloe,  to  take  his  advice  about  a 
certain  matter  pf  moment  thpn  in  agitation,  ^iid  in  any 
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thing  elfe  which  required  the  opinion  of  a  very  knowing 
and  experienced  perfon.  Yet  it  doth  not  appear,  that  he 
was  ever  employed,  or  perhaps  chofe  to  be  employed,  in 
the  protestor's  fervice  }  for  I  find  him  in  1656  at  his  feat  in 
Surry,  which  is  thus  defcribed  by  Whitloclce :  ^*  The 
**  houfe  Hands  environed  with  ponds,  moats,  and  water, 
'*  like  a  (hip  at  fea  ;  a  fancy  the  fitter  for  the  mafter's  hu- 
•*  mour,  who  was  himfelf  fo  great  a  feaman.  There,  he 
**  faid,  he  had  cad  anchor,  and  intended  to  fpend  the  red 
**  of  his  life  in  private  retirement."  He  changed  his  refo- 
lution,  however,  for'  which,  if  I  miftake  nor,  this  viiit 
laid  a  foundation  }  fince  Whitlocke  went,  in  company  with 
the  Swedish  ambalTador,  and  Sir  George  was  afterwards 
prevailed  upon  to  quit  his  retreat,  to  go  over  to  Sweden, 
where  he  was  to  be  admiral. 

This  fcheme,  of  fending  him  into  the  north,  was  one 
of  the  laft  formed  by  the  protedlor  Oliver.  He  had  al- 
ways kept  a  clofc  correfpondence  with  Charles  Guftavus, 
king  of  Sweden,  from  the  time  that  prince  mounted  the 
throne,  and  drew  many  advantages  from  this  conjundion. 
He  faw,  ther«fore,  with  great  regret,  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Dutch  in  fettling  the  affairs  of  the  north,  and  their  awing 
his  ally,  the  king  of  Sweden,  by  keeping  a  ftrong  fleet  in 
the  Baltic.  He  had  his  reafons  for  avoiding  a  fecond  war 
with  the  Dutch;  and  yet  he  could  not  think  of  abandon- 
ing the  Swedes.  At  laft»  therefore,  he  took  a  refolution 
of  fending  a  ftout  fquadron,  well  manned,  under  the  com- 
mand of  vice-admiral  Goodfon,  who  was  to  a£l  in  con- 
jun6lion  with  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  as  we  have  Ihewn  in  a- 
nother  place  ;  the  latter  having  accepted  of  a  commiiTion 
in  his  Swedifh  Majefty's  fervice }  by  which  ftrokc  of  policy, 
the  protedior  thought  he  (hould  avoid  all  difputes  with 
Holland,  and  y(  •  do  as  much  for  the  Swedes  as  they  could 
defire.  But  this  fquadron  failing  too  late  in  the  year,  the 
ice  prevented  its  arrival  at  Copenhagen  :  however,  admiral 
Ayfcue  proceeded  to  Sweden  by  land,  and  was  treated  with 
great  marks  of  efteem  and  favour  by  his  Swedifh  majedy. 
with  whom  he  continued  to  the  time  of  that  monarch's 
deceafc,  which  happened  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  i66~); 
fo  that  Sir  George  Ayfcue  had  no  manner  of  concern  in  the 
laft  troubles  in  England. 

He.  returned  home  foon  after  the  reftoration,  and  was 
received  with  all  the  refpcjft  that  was  due  to  a  man  of  his 
high  rank  and  merit.  He  was,  as  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  for  regulating 
the  affairs  of  the  navy,  and  in  high  efteem  with  the  duke 
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of  York,  who  always  confulted  him  in  whatever  regarded 
maritime  concerns.  When  the  Dutch  war  broice  out,  in 
1664,  he  went  to  Tea  as  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron, 
and  behaved  with  great  honour  in  the  battle  of  the  3d  of 
June,  1665.  On  the  duke  of  York's  return  to  court,  and 
the  earl  of  Sandwich's  hoiking  the  royal  flag.  Sir  George 
Ayfcue  ferved  as  vice  admiral  of  the  red,  and  was  very  for- 
tunate in  making  prizes. 

In  1666,  when  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albe- 
marle commanded,  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  in  tlie  Royal  Prince, 
the  largeft  and  heavieft  (hip  in  the  fleet,  bore  the  white  flag, 
as  admiral  of  that  fquadron,  having  Sir  William  Berkley 
for  his  vice,  and   Sir  John  Harman  for  his  rear-admiral. 
Tn  the  famous  battle  on  the  iirfl  of  June,  he  did  remark- 
able fervice,  not  only  againfl  the  enemy,  but  in  the  prefer- 
vation  of  fuch  of  the  Englifh  (hips  as  were  difabled  by  their 
fuperior  force.    With  the  fame  fuccefsful  diligence  he  a6ted 
the  two  next  days  ;  but  towards  the  evening  of  the  third, 
when  prince  Rupert  appeared  with  the   frigates  under  his 
command,  and  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  fleet  to  join.  Sir 
George  Ayfcue's  (hip  unfortunately  ran  upon  the  Galloper, 
and  could  not  be  got  off.     There,  beaten  by  the  waves, 
furrounded  by  his  enemies,  and  unaiTifted  by  his  friends, 
he  was,  as  the  Dutch  writers  themfelves  confefs,  compelled 
by  his  own  feamen  to  (Irike  ;  upon  which,  the  Dutch  took 
them  on  board,  and  finding  it  impolTible  to  bring  off  the 
Royal  Prince,  fet  her  on  fire. 

This  capture  of  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  gave  the  enemy 
great  fatisfadiion.  They  carried  him  from  place  to  place, 
by  way  of  triumph,  and  at  lafl  (hut  him  up  in  the  caftle  of 
Louveftein,  where  he  continued  for  fome  months.  After 
his  return,  which  was  in  November,  when  he  was  graci- 
oufly  received  by  his  majedy,  he  went  no  more  to  fea,  but 
fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  quiet.  But  where,  or 
when,  this  great  and  gallant  (eaman  concluded  his  life,  I 
have  not  hitherto  been  able  (with  certainty)  to  difcover.  : 


MEMOIRS  of  Sir   EDWARD    SPRAGGE, 

Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

t 

THERE   are  fome  men  great  in  a  particular  way,  to 
a  degree  of  eminence,  that  exempts  them  from   any 
blame,  though  poQlbiy  defedive  in  many  others.     EcUica- 
tion  and  habit  alter  men  frequently,  and  nature  herfelf  fome- 
times  infufes  qualities  into  the  breads  of  men,  which  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  difpofes  them  to  a  certain  kind  of  life,  and  as  ap- 
parently disables  them  from  following  other  purfuits  i  but 
It  very  rarely  happens,  that  a  man  is  alike  equal  to  various, 
and  even  to  oppofite  employments.  Alcibiades  is  cele- 
brated, by  antiquity,  for  his  peculiar  felicity  in  this  refpc£>. 
In  the  camp,  in  tlie  court,  in  the  clofer,  he  was  equally 
able,  and  efleemed.  He  was  a  foldier,  a  feaman,  a  t)atef- 
man,  a  courtier,  a  man  of  bufinefs,  or  a  man  of  pleafure, 
as  circumftances  required  j  and,  in  every  character  he  af- 
fumed,  he  fo  far  excelled,  as  to  feem  born  and  defigned  for 
that  alone.  The  fame  thing  his  contemporaries,  his  com- 
panions, thofe  who  knew  him,  and  the  world  too,  perfe£lly 
well,  affirm  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  who,  with  a  fineper- 
fon,  and  a  gentle  tcm})er,  had  as  folid  an  underhand ing, 
and  as  bold  a  fpirit,  as  any  counfellor  or  captain  of  that 
age. 

With  all  thcfc  advantages,  with  the  favour  of  the  duke 
of  York,  with  the  merit  of  fo  great  fervices,  as  he  certainly 
rendered  his  country,  and  with  the  dill  iuperior  merit  of 
dyine  gloriouily  in  his  country's  fervice,  which  indeed  pro- 
cured liis  remains  an  interment  in  WeAminfter-abbey ;  he 
was  not  honoured  with  a  tomb,  or  any  memorial  (as  fai*  as 
I  can  yet  difcovcr)  where  he  was  born,  of  what  family,  or 
how  he  attained  to  his  firft  preferment ;  which  are  circum- 
ftances that  ought  to  have  been  recorded,  of  fo  great  and 
gallant  a  man,  and  which,  in  or  nearer  his  own  times, 
might  have  been  eaf%  known.  Butfmce  thefc  are  not,  at 
prefent,  to  be  retrieved,  we  mud  be  fatisiied  with  thofe 
notices  which  have  conne6^ed  his  actions  with  our  public 
hiftory :  and  thefe,  we  (hall  lind,  will  abondantly  make 
good  what  we  have  already  obferved,  and  induce  us  to  re- 
gret the  want  of  more  particular  memoirs}  becaufe  it  is  a 
kind  of  political  juflice,  to  preferve  the  private  hiftory  of 
thofe  who  have  deferved  well  of  the  public. 

We  find  him  a  captain,  in  the  firft  engagement  with  the 
Dutch,  after  the  ReAoration,  on  the  3d  of  June,  1665, 
wherein  he  behaved  with  great  reputation,  and  fo  far  re- 
commended himfelf  to  the  favour  of  the  duke  of  York, 
that,  upon  his  majefty's  vifiting  the  navy,  and  going  on 
board  the  Royal  Charles,  he  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood I  which  encouraged  him  to  expofe  himfelf  ftill  more 
freely.     He  was  likewil'e  in  the  four-days  battle  in  June 
1666,  where  he  was  particularly  taken  notice  of  by  the  duke 
of  Albemarle ;    and  in  the  fuccceding  battle,  which  was 
fought  on  the  24th  of  July,  he  carried  a  flag  under  Sir 
Jeremiah  Smith,  admiral  of  the  Uue  fquadron;  who  en- 
gaged 
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guged  Van  Tromp,  (battered  his  vice-admiral,  fo  that  (he 
W.1S  abfolutely  difabled  ;  and  having  ruined  the  rigging  of 
his  rear-adintra),  and  killed  its  commander,  contributed 
greatly  to  the  glory  of  that  day. 

He  diftinguifhed  himfclf,  likewife,  very  remu-kably  in 
the  clofe  of  that  war,  in  the  unlucky  bulinefs  at  Chatham, 
where  he  was  employed,  by  the  nu!;c  of  Albemarle,  to 
maintain  the  tort  of  Sheemefs,  attacked  by  the  enemy  on 
the  10th  ol'  June,  166:  :  and  though  it  was  unfinilhed,  his 
garrifon  very  Imail,  and  the  place  in  no  (late  of  refillance  ; 
yet  he  continued  to  defend  htmfelf,  till  it  would  have  been 
an  act  of  ralhnefs  to  exp^fe  his  garrifon  any  longer.  When 
he  found  how  imprarticable  ir  was  to  do  any  eltodlual  fer- 
vicebyland,  he  fct  himfelt  to  collcA  as  great  a  force  as  he 
could  byfea.  This  amounted  to  no  more  than  five  fri- 
gates, fevcnteen  fire~(}jip<?,  an<l  fome  tenders;  and  yet 
when  the  Dutch  admiral,  V:in  Ncs,  came  up  the  river 
again,  after  their  attempt  upon  Harwich,  Sir  Edward 
Spragt^e  engaged  him  about  the  Hope.  The  fVht  was 
very  unequal ;  but  there  beinj*,  at  firft,  little  or  no  wind. 
Sir  Edward  laid  hold  of  that  advantage  ;  and,  by  dextroufly 
towing  his  iire-lhips,  burnt  eleven  or  twelve  of  theirs, 
with  only  (ix  of  his  own  ;  but  the  wind  (liffening,  he  was 
at  lad  obliged  to  (belter  himfelf,  from  the  enemy's  unequal 
force,  under  the  cannon  of  the  Tilbury-fort. 

The  next  day,  the  weather  being  favourable,  he  attaclceti 
the  Dutch  again,  in  his  turn  ;  and,  by  the  happy  manage- 
ment of  his  Hre*(bips,  put  them  into  fuch  confuHon,  that, 
after  a  (hort  difpute,  they  were  forced  to  retire,  and  to  burn 
their  laft  fire- (hip  ihcmfclvcs,  to  prevent  her  being  taken. 
On  the  25th  they  profecuted  their  retreat,  but  with  Sir 
Edward  Spragge's  fquadron  of  firc-Hiips  in  their  rear.  He 
followed  them  to  the  river's  mouth,  where  they  met  another 
fquadron  of  fire-ihips  from  Harwich,  which  put  them  in 
fuch  danger,  that  above  a  hundred  men  in  the  Vice-admiral 
of  Zeland,  and  another  large  man  of  war,  leaped  over- 
board, and  were  drowned.  This  was  the  lal^  adion,  on  our 
Me^  in  that  war. 

In  1668,  the  conftable  of  Caftile  being  appointed  governcr 
of  the  8pani(h  Netherlands,  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  fent 
over  to  ccmpiin^ent  him  upon  that  occafiuri,  and  to  enter 
into  fome  further  negociations  for  the  fucccfs  of  the  nev»r 
meafures,  in  which  iSir  Edward  is  faid  to  have  been  deeply 
engaged.  The  truth  is,  he  was  railed  and  fupported  by  the 
favour  of  the  duke  of  York ;  fo  that  he  devoted  himfelf 
wholly  to  his  fervice,  and  was  thought  to  have  a  large  ihare 
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in  his  confidence.  Some  have  from  thence  reported,  that 
he  was  a  papift  ;  of  which  there  is  little  probability,  fince 
we  find  him  fent  to  fea  with  prince  Rupert,  in  1673, 
when  the  Tell  had  driven  the  dul<e  of  York,  and  others  of 
his  religion,  from  their  poAs.  This  advancement  of  Spragge 
I  mention  here,  only  to  obviate  the  obje£lion  to  him  on 
the  fcore  of  religion  :  for  before  I  fpeak  of  his  behaviour  in 
the  laft  Dutch  war,  I  mufi  take  notice  of  his  employment 
in  the  Mediterranean,  after  his  return  from  his  negociation 
in  Flanders. 

There  had  been  feveral  fquadrons  fent  to  chaftife  the  AI- 
gerines,  both  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  ;  but  very  few  of 
them  had  been  able  to  cffeSt  any  great  matter ;  they,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  contented  themfelves  with  fome  flight  ac- 
tion, to  the  prejudice  of  thefe  corfairs,  and  then  concluded 
a  peace  ;  which  was  ufually  broken  by  that  time  they,  with 
their  fquadrons,  were  returned  home.  The  confideration 
of  this,  together  with  the  loud  complaints  of  the  mer- 
chants, induced  t!ie  court  to  fix  upon  Sir  Edward  Spragge 
to  command  a  fquadron  in  thofe  feas,  in  hopes  of  meeting 
with  greater,  or  making  more  ufe  of  his  fuccefs  than  his 
predecefibrs,  from  his  known  courage  and  refolution  j  for 
it  is  confefied,  by  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  that  Sir  Ed- 
ward greatly  refembled  the  carl  of  Sandwich,  and  conceal- 
ed, like  him,  a  high  and  daring  fpirit,  under  the  moft  cap- 
tivating addrefs,  and  mod  polifhed  behaviour. 

He  failed  from  England,  on  this  expedition,  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1671,  with  five  frigates,  and  three  firc-fliips, 
and  there  might  be  as  many  more  fhips  in  thofe  feas  }  fo 
that,  in  all,  his  fiect  confiflcd  of  about  twelve  fail.  In  the 
latter  end  of  the  month  of  April,  he  had  intelligence  that 
there  were  feveral  Alger ine  men  of  war  in  fiugia  bay  j  on 
which,  he  called  a  council  of  war,  when  it  was  refolved, 
that  he  ought  immediately  to  attack  them.  In  purfuance  of 
this  refolution,  he  failed  thither ;  but,  in  his  pafiage,  had 
the  misfortune  to  have  the  Eagle  fire-fhip  difabled  by  a 
ilorm ;  and,  fbon  after,  one  of  his  (hips  fpringing  her 
main-mail,  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  the  Spanifh  (hore. 
Sir  Edward,  however,  perfiiled  in  his  defign,  refitted  the 
Eagle,  and  bore  into  the  bay  of  fiugia  with  a  brifk  gale, 
not  doubting  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  fire  the  (hips :  hut 
by  that  time  they  got  within  half- (hot  of  the  caftle  and  forts, 
i^  fell  a  dead  c?\lm  ',  and  when  the  wind  rofe  again,  it  prov- 
ed contrary. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  they  were  able  to  do  nothing,  for 
the  fame  reafon^  th<p  wind  changing  every  half  hour }  upon 
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which.  Sir  Edward  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  them 
in  the  night  with  his  boats,  and  the  fmalled  of  his  fire- 
(hips,  which  rowed  as  well  as  a  long-boat.  About  twelve 
o'clock  that  night,  he  executed  his  proje£^,  fending  in  all 
his  boats,  and  the  Eagle  fire> (hip,  under  the  ccimmand  of 
his  elde(l  lieutenant  Mr.  Nugent ;  but  the  night  proving 
very  dark,  and  the  high  land  obfcuring  the  (hips  as  they 
drew  near  them,  they  pafTed  by  ;  and  lieutenant  Nugent 
leaving  one  of  the  boats  with  the  fire  Hiips,  befides  her  own, 
rowed  in,  to  difcover  the  enemy,  leaving  orders,  with  the 
captain  of  the  fire-ihip,  to  come  to  an  anchor,  in  caie  he 
found  (hoal  water.  The  lieutenant  had  not  left  them  a 
minute  before  he  perceived  himfelf  within  piftol-fhot  of  the 
(hips }  and,  concluding  the  bufinefs  now  as  good  as  done, 
fteered  off  again  to  find  the  fire-fhip,  and,  to  his  amaze- 
ment, faw  her  all  in  Rames. 

The  enemy  taking  the  alarm  at  this,  the  lieutenant  was 
forced  to  row  off  with  his  boats  j  and  fo  this  promifing  ad- 
vantage vanifhed,  which  had  given  hopes  of  burning  all 
the  Algerine  men  of  war,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  7  he 
next  day  the  enemy  unrigged  all  their  (hips,  and  made  a 
flrong  boom  with  their  yards,  top-mafts,  and  cables,  buoyed 
up  with  cafks,  for  which  they  had  all  the  leifure  and  con- 
veniency  they  could  wi(h,  the  wind  hindering  the  Engli(h 
from  doing  any  thing;  and,  to  try  the  admiral's  patience  to 
the  very  utmofl,  it  fo  fell  out,  that  by  a  drunken  gunner's 
firing  a  piftol,  his  other  fmall  fire-fhip  was  deflroyed;  fo 
that  he  had  now  none  left  but  the  Little  Vidory,  which 
drew  too  much  water  to  enter  that  part  of  the  bay  wliere  the 
Algerines  lay. 

On  Monday  the  8th  of  May,  1671,  there  appeared  a 
coniiderable  body  of  horfe  and  foot  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  bay,  which  were  foon  after  difcovered  to  be  an  ef> 
cort  to  a  very  large  convoy  of  ammunition  fent  from  Algiers 
to  the  fliips ;  on  the  fafe  arrival  of  which,  they  fired  all 
their  cannon,  to  teftify  their  joy.  Sir  Edward  Spragge 
confidering  this,  and  not  knowing  what  future  reinforce- 
ments they  might  receive,  refolved  to  take  the  earliefl  op- 
portunity of  making  his  lafl  and  utmoA  effort }  and,  in  or- 
(^er  thereto,  direded  the  Vi£tory  to  be  lightened,  fo  that 
fhe  might  not  draw  above  eight  feet.  About  noon,  there 
fprung  up  a  (ine  breeze  to  the  eafl ;  upon  which,  the  ad« 
miral  gave  the  fignal  for  the  men  of  war  to  ^raw  into  a 
line,  and  bear  up  into  the  bay  ;  immediately  after,  the 
wind  funk  at  once,  fo  that  they  defpaired  of  doing  any 
thing. 

But 
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But  about  two  the  ga!e  fprang  up  again,  and  the  (lilps 
bore  in,  as  they  were  direded.  The  admiral  came  to  an 
anchor  in  four  fathom  water,  clofe  under  their  caftJe-walls, 
which  fired  upon  him  continually  for  two  hours.  In  this 
fpace  he  fent  in  his  own  pinnace,  and  thofe  of  Hie  Mary 
and  Dragon  ;  thefe  cut  the  boom,  though  not  without  con- 
liderable  lofs.  Lieutenant  Pin,  who  commanded  the  Mary's 
boat's  crew,  had  eight  wounded  with  himfeifi  lieutenant 
Pierce  of  the  Dragon  was  alfo  wounded,  with  ten  .of  his 
men,  and  one  killed.  In  the  admiral's  own  pinnace  there 
werefeven  killed,  and  all  the  reft  wounded,  except  Mr. 
Harman,  who  commanded  it. 

The  boom  bai^  cut,  the  fircfliip  went  in,  and  getting 
up  athwart  their  boltfprits,  their  fliips  being  aground,  and 
i'zft  to  the  caftles,  (he  burnt  very  well,  and  deuroyed  them 
all.  Captain  Harris  who  commanded  her,  his  mafter's 
mate,  gunner,  and  one  of  his  feamen,  were  defperately 
wounded  with  fmall  (hot,  and  this  at  their  entrance  :  fo 
that  probably  the  whole  dedgn  had  proved  abortive,  if  the 
admiral  had  not  with  great  prudence  commiflloned  Henry 
Williams  (then  one  of  his  maker's  mates,  but  who  had 
formerly  commanded  the  Rofe  iire-fhip)  to  take  the  charge 
of  the  veflel,  in  cafe  the  other  was  difabled  ;  which  he  did 
accordingly,  and  performed  all  that  could  be  expeded  from 
him. 

This  lofs  M'as  irreparable  to  the  Algerines,  who  had  pick- 
ed out  thofe  kvtn  men  of  war,  that  were  here  burnt,  on 
purpofe  to  fight  Sir  Edward  Spragge ;  had  furniftied  them 
with  their  beft  brafs  ordnance  from  on  board  all  the  reft  of 
their  veffels,  with  between  eighteen  and  nineteen  hundred 
chofen  men  double-officered,  under  the  command  of  old 
Terkey  their  admiral,  of  whom  between  three  and  four 
hundred  were  killed,  the  caftles  and  town  miferably  torn, 
and  a  vaft  number  of  people  in  them  flain  and  wounded  } 
and,  which  much  increafed  the  misfortune,  all  their  fur- 
geons  chefts  were  burnt  on  board  their  fhips,  fo  that  num- 
bers died  for  want  of  having  their  wounds  drefted.  Befides 
the  men  of  war,  there  were  burnt  a  Genoefe  ftiip,  a  fmall 
fnglifh  prize,  and  a  fettee. 

After  having  performed,  with  equal  honour  and  fuccefs, 
the  bufinefs  for  which  he  was  fent  into  the  Mediterranean, 
he  returned,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1672,  with  the 
fquadron  under  his  command.  The  Dutch  war  was  then 
meditated  by  our  court,  but  had  not  as  yet  broke  out.  Sir 
Robert  Holmes,  who  had  been  the  principal  inftrument  in 
bringing  on  the  firft  Dutch  war,  was  employed  alfo  to  be- 
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gin  this^  by  attacking  the  Smyrna  fleet,  which  was  then 
expe^ed  home.  On  the  lath  of  January  Sir  Edward 
Spragge  met  with  Sir  Robert  Holmes's  fquadron  near  t'-^e  iAe 
of  Wight ;  and,  upon  Sir  Robert's  inquiring  news.  Sir  Ed- 
ward very  frankly  told  him,  that  he  had  failed  feveral  days 
with  the  Dutch  Smyrna  fleet,  and  that  in  a  day  or  two's 
time  they  might  be  certainly  e^'.pt^led. 

Sir  Robert  Holmes  was  very  well  pleafed  with  this  news» 
but  took  great  care  to  fay  nothing  that  might  give  him  the 
lead  intimation  of  his  having  any  orders  to  attack  them, 
though,  if  he  had  done  fo,  and  required  Sir  Edward's  af* 
fiftance,  he  could  not  poffibly  have  failed  of  taking  or  de« 
Aroying  that  whole  fleet,  which  was  reckoned  to  be  worth 
a  million  and  a  half  fterling,  and  on  the  taking  of  which 
the  king  depended  for  a  fupply  towards  carrying  on  the  war. 

When  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York  had  refolved 
to  take  upon  himfelf  the  command  once  again  of  the  £n- 
glifh  navy.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  chiefly  depended  on  for 
aflembling  the  fleet,  and  preparing  all  things  for  the  recep« 
tion  of  his  royal  liighnefs ;  and  he  performed  his  part  fo 
well,  that  by  the  end  of  the  month  all  things  were  com- 
pletely ready,  and  his  highnefs  was  invited  on  board,  who 
joined  him  fuon  after,  together  with  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
and  other  perfons  of  diftindion.  He  was  prefent  in  Sole- 
bay  fight  the  28th  of  May,  and  diflingulflied  himfelf  there- 
in by  finking  a  Dutch  (hip  of  flxty  guns :  during  the  reilk  of 
that  compaign  he  behaved  with  his  accuflomed  diligence^ 
and  returned  with  great  reputation  after  it  was  over,  which 
very  probably  determined  the  court  to  employ  liim  the  next 
year  in  fo  high  a  flation. 

When  the  duke  of  York,  by  the  pafling  of  the  test 
a(St,  was  obliged  to  part  with  the  command,  and  the  court, 
to  gratify  the  dcfires  of  the  nation,  lay  under  an  abfolute 
necellity  of  making  ufe  of  prince  Rupert,  they  took  care  to 
fccure  the  fleet  notwithdanding,  by  employing  on  board  it 
fuch  oiTicers  only  as  they  could  belt,  and  his  highnefs  could 
Icail  truft.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  to  carry  the  Blue 
flag,  inflead  of  Sir  Robert  Holmes  whom  his  highnefs  pro* 
pofed }  and,  becaufe  there  had  been  a  difference  between 
thcfe  two  admirals,  the  court  thought  fit  to  lay  Holmes  en- 
tirely aflde,  though  he  was  a  very  brave  man,  and  had 
been  much  in  their  confidence.  Berore  the  fleet  put  to  fea. 
Sir  Edward  was  fent  with  the  charader  of  envoy  extraor- 
dinary to  France,  where  he  was  received  with  all  poflTible 
refpetSt,  exceedingly  carefled  during  his  flay,  and,  at  his 
taking  leavcy  h^d  a  prefent  made  him  of  great  value.     His 
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bufinefs  was  to  renew  the  treaty  with  that  court,  to  fettle 
the  rules  that  were  to  be  obferred  on  the  junAion  of  the 
French  and  Englifh  fleets,  and  to  reftore  the  old  friendfhip 
between  the  courts,  which  feemedtobe  fomewhat  injured 
by  the  late  proceedings  in  England.  As  no  circumftances 
or  Sir  Edward  Spragge's  negotiation  or  in(lru6iions  were 
ever  communicated  to  prince  Rupert,  it  gave  him  frelh 
grounds  of  diflikc }  fo  that,  when  Sir  Edward  came  to  hoift 
His  flag,  there  was  a  great  coolnefs  between  them. 

This  did  not  hinder  our  admiral's  doing  his  duty  very 
gallantly  in  the  engagement  which  happed  on  the  28th  of 
May,  1673,  wherein  he  fought  Van  Tromp  feven  hours, 
forced  him  to  go  from  the  Golden  Lion  into  the  Prince  on 
Horfcback,  and  thence  into  the  Amfterdam,  from  that  into 
the  Comet,  where  he  had  certainly  either  been  killed  or  ta- 
ken, if  he  had  not  been  relieved  by  de  Ruyter.  Sir  Edward 
alfotwice  changed  his  (hip.  Thefe  circumflances  are  not  men- 
tioned at  all  in  the  account  which  was  published  after  Sir 
Edward's  death ;  but  in  prince  Rupert's  letter  to  the  earl  of 
Arlington  the  matter  is  fairly  dated. 

In  the  battle  of  the  4th  of  June  Sir  Edward  is  generally 
blamed  for  coming,  juft  before  the  engagement  began,  fix 
miles  in  his  boat  to  receive  his  highnefs's  orders  :  however, 
after  he  returned,  he  behaved  with  great  relolution,  forced 
Van  Tromp,  with  whom  he  was  again  to  contend,  twice 
to  change  his  (hip,  and  would  inevitably  have  either  taken 
or  deftroyed  him,  if  he  had  not  been  relieved  by  the  ad- 
miral. The  Dutch  writers  confefs  his  bravery,  and  own 
he  pudied  rhem  hard ;  and  Tromp  in  his  leiter  to  the  ftates 
fays,  that  he  was  forced  to  retreat  a  little  before  it  was 
dark. 

In  the  third  battle,  which  happened  on  the  11th  of  Au- 
gu(^.  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  with  the  blue  fquadron,  was 
in  the  rear,  where,  it  is  laid,  that  notwithftanding  he  had 
promifed  prince  Rupert  not  to  part  from  his  fide,  yet,  be- 
ing provoked  by  Van  Tromp,  he  laid  his  fore-top  fail  to 
the  mad  to  day  for  him,  and,  having  engaged  his  fqua- 
dron, continued  fighting  for  many  hours  at  a  di(^ance  from 
the  body  of  the  fleet.  Sir  Edward  was  at  fird  on  board 
tlie  Royal  Prince,  and  Van  Tromp  in  the  golden  Lion  ; 
hut  after  a  difpute  of  about  three  hours,  in  which  the 
Dutch  admiral  always  avoided,  as  much  as  polTible,  com- 
ing to  a  clofe  fight.  Sir  Edward's  fhip  was  fo  difabled,  that 
he  was  forced  to  go  on  board  the  St.  George,  as  Van 
I'romp  for  the  fame  reafon  did  on  board  the  Comet.  Then 
the  tight  between  them  began  again  with  greater  fury  than 
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before :  at  lad  the  St.  George  was  fo  battered,  that  Sir 
Edward  thought  fit  to  leave  her,  and  to  endeavour  to  go 
on  board  the  Royal  Charles ;  but,  before  his  boat  had 
rowed  ten  times  his  own  length  A-om  the  St.  George,  it 
was  {Itierced  by  a  cannon  (hot  j  upon  which  the  crew  en- 
deavoured as  ftrenuoufly  as  men  could  do  to  get  back  again; 
but,  before  that  could  be  effected.  Sir  Edward  was  drown- 
ed, his  hands  taking  fo  ftrong  a  hold  on  the  fide  of  the 
boat,  that,  when  it  came  to  float,  he  was  found  with  his 
head  and  fhoulders  above  water. 
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INCLUDrNG  A   NEW  AND   ACCURATE 


NAVAL        HISTORY. 


The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great-Britain,  during  the  reign 
of  king  James  II.  containing  an  account  of  the  methods 
made  ufe  of  for  redoring  and  improving  the  fleet ;  their 
fuccefs,  and  the  king's  difappointment  in  his  endeavours 
to  prevent  an  invafion  from  Holland. 


ilai 


E  W  princes  have  Aruggled  with  greater  difiiculties, 
before  they  afcended  their  thrones,  than  king  James 
and  few  ever  fuftained  a  greater  load  of  trouble  after- 
wards.  He  fucceeded  his  brother  the  6th  of  February, 
1685,  with  the  general  acclamations  of  his  fubjedls,  who 
expei^ed  great  things  from  a  king  who  came  to  the  throne 
with  fuch  advantages.  He  was  turned  of  fifty-one,  had 
good  natural  parts,  improved  and  flrengthencd  both  by 
education  and  experience ;  inclined  to,  and  very  diligent  in 
bufmefs  {  an  able  economid :  in  tine,  a  prince  who,  if  he 
had  conducted  public  affairs  with  the  fame  eafe  and  dexte- 
rity which  he  (hewed  in  the  management  of  his  private  con- 
cerns, his  reign  mufl  have  been  as  happy  and  glorious^  as 
it  proved  troublefome  and  unfortunate. 

It 
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tt  was  his  great  foible,  that  he  was  conftantly  influenced 
by  foreign  councils,  which  is  a  thing  the  £ngli(h  nation 
cannot  endure. 

Yet,  as  wrong  as  his  conduA  was,  in  almoft  every  other 
particular,  the  care  he  tooi^  of  naval  affairs,  deferves  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  pollerity  with  applaufe.  He  liad  long  exer<* 
cifed  the  oflice  of  lord  high  admiral,  in  the  reign  of  his 
brother,  and  underilood  it  thoroughly ;  he  knew  too,  thtf 
diforders  which  had  crept  into  the  whole  economy  of  the 
fleet,  in  the  Tix  years  immediately  preceding  his  acceifionj 
and  he  was  well  acquainted,  befides,  with  the  difficulties 
the  late  king  had  found,  in  difcovering  and  applying  reme- 
dies to  thefe  mifchiefs. 

As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  was  feated  on  the  throne,  he 
began  to  confider  how  a  total  reformation  might  be  wrought^ 
and  the  affairs  of  the  navy  be  not  only  fet  right  for  the  pre- 
fent,  but  alfo  be  put  into  fuch  a  fettled  courfe,  as  that  they 
might  not  go  fuddenly  wrong  again*  Wich  this  y\t^\  he 
confulted  Mr.  Pepys,  and  fome  other  conHderable  perfons^ 
on  whofe  abilities  and  integrity  he  could  depend  }  and  iiav*^ 
ing  learned  from  them  what  was  neceflfary  to  be  done  to 
bring  about  the  ends  at  which  he  aimed,  he  6r(i  afligned  a 
flated  fund  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  pay- 
able quarterly  out  of  the  treafury,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
navy}  and  then  iffued  a  fpeclal  commiilion  for  fettling  all 
things  relating  to  it,  and  for  putting  the  management  there- 
of into  fuch  a  method,  as  might  need  few  or  no  alterations 
in  fucceeding  times* 

This  commiflion  was  the  wife(^  i6k  of  his  whole  reign» 
and  anfwered  very  effectually  all  that  waSj  or  indeed  could 
be,  expelled  from  it. 

The  commiflioners  vefted  with  thefe  powers  lofl:  no  time» 
but  fell  immediately  on  a  diligent  infpe^ion  into  the  (late  of 
the  navy,  inquired  ftriCily  into  the  caufes  of  paft  mlfcarria- 
ges,  with  refped  rather  to  things  than  men,  aid  taking 
fuch  meafures  for  the  immediate  remedy  of  the  mifchien 
they  difcovered,  that  the  old  (hips  were  perfetSlly  repaired  } 
the  new  ones,  where  they  wanted  it,  altered  and  amended ; 
the  yards  properly  fupplied  with  the  ableft  workmen  ;  all 
the  (lore-houfes  Ailed  with  whatever  was  requifite,  bought 
at  the  bed  band,  and,  in  all  refpeds,  the  bed  in  their  kind  $ 
the  edimates  brought  into  proper  order,  and  the  whole  eco- 
nomy of  the  navy  reduced  into  fo  clear  a  method,  that  it 
was  impofllble  any  officer  could  be  ignorant  of,  or  mi  (taken 
in,  his  duty,  the  public  fervice  fuffer  in  any  of  its  various 
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branches,  or  the  king  run  any  liazard  of  being  cheated, 
"Without  an  immediate  difcovery  of  the  offender. 

That  all  this  might  more  fully  and  indifputably  appear, 
thd  commiflioners  engaged  his  maiefty  to  vifit,  in  perfon, 
the  yards,  docks,  ftore-houfes,  life,  which,  conlidering 
his  perfett  acquaintance  with  naval  aifairS}  made  it  impof- 
iible  he  (hould  be  deceived;  and  then,  haying  demonftrat- 
ed  thejuftice  of  their  conduct,  by  leaving  the  navy  much 
ihcreated,  in  perfedt  order,  and  with  fea  (lores  valued  at 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  they  laid  down  their  poAs, 
'their  commiirion  being  fuperfeded  with  a  juft  approbation  of 
their  condu^,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal,  Oc- 
tober 12,  1688.  Thus,  in  little  more  than  two  years  time, 
this  great  reform  was  made,  ail  the  officers  of  the  navy  in 
general  paid,  to  a  farthing,  and  a  faving  made  to  the  pub- 
lic of  upwards  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

While  this  commifTion  fubfifkd,  the  king  iifued  new  in- 
{lru6tions  to  the  officers  commanding  his  (hips  of  war : 
thefe  are  dated  the  15th  of  July,  1686,  and  are  extremely 
well  calculated  for  promoting  the  public  fervice,  fecuring 
6ifcipline,  and  preferving  proper  memorials  of  every  man's 
particular  merit,  by  obliging  all  captains,  and  fuperior  of- 
ficers, to  depofite  a  perfe^  copy  of  their  journals  with  the 
fecretary  of  the  admiralty. 

We  need  not  wonder,  that,  in  confcquence  of  fo  un- 
wearied an  attention,  the  Briti(h  fleet  was  in  very  good  order 
when  king  James  had  the  firft  notice  of  the  prince  of 
Orange's  defign ;  but  we  may  be  juftly  furprifed  at  the  ma<< 
nagement  of  maritime  affairs  from  that  time.  A  fquadron 
of  (hips  was  immediately  ordered  to  fea^  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Roger  Strickland,  then  rear  admiral  of  Eng- 
land, who  was  perhaps  the  moft  improper  man  in  the 
world  to  command  them,  on  account  of  his  being  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  feamen,  by  the  readinefs  he  had  (hewn  in  bring- 
ing priefts  on  board  the  fleet.  His  fquadron  was  ordered  to 
the  Downs  very  indifferently  manned  ;  and  when  he  com- 
plained  of  it,  and  defired  to  have  foldiers  at  leafl  fent  on 
board,  even  this  was  very  (lowly  complied  with,  confider- 
ing  the  importance  of  the  fervice. 

By  his  inArudions  he  was  to  have  remained  in  the 
Downs  i  but  conceiving  that  to  be  a  very  improper  ihtion 
for  the  fervice  he  was  expe&ed  to  perform,  after  confulting 
with  the  captains  in  whom  he  could  bed  confide,  he  cer- 
tified as  much  to  the  court,  and  offered  it  as  his  and  their 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  fleet  to  remain  at 
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the  buov  of  the  Gun-fleet  near  Harwich.  The  king,  as 
foon  as  he  received  this  advice,  fent  for  lord  Dartmouth, 
Sir  John  Berry,  captain  John  Clements,  the  three  elder 
brothers  of  the  Trinity-houfe  at  Deptford,  and  Mr.  Pepys, 
to  whom  he  communicated  Sir  Roger  Strickland's  letter, 
and,  in  confequence  of  their  joint  advice,  fent  the  admiral 
orders  to  fail  out  of  the  Downs  with  the  firft  eafterly  wind, 
and  place  himfelf  between  the  north  Sand-head  and  the 
Kentifh  Knock,  there  to  continue  under  fail  in  the  day- 
time, and  at  anchor  in  the  night,  in  order  to  obferve  tne 
Dutch  fleet,  and  to  gain  the  beft  intelligence  of  them  he 
could,  in  purfuance  of  the  indruftions  which  were  then 
fent  him. 

When  the  danger  appeared  more  clearly,  this  fleet  was 
direfled  to  retire  to  the  buoy  in  the  Nore,  and  lord  Dart- 
mouth was  ordered  to  fea  with  fuch  a  reinforcement  as  made 
the  whole  fleet  under  his  command  conlift  of  forty  men  of 
war,  of  which  thirty-eight  were  of  the  line  of  battle,  and 
eighteen  fire  (liips.  This  fleet  being  at  the  Gun-fieet,  and 
ready  in  ail  refpeds  to  fail,  a  council  of  war  was  called, 
wherein  Sir  William  Jennings,  who  commanded  a  third 
rate,  propo/ed  to  put  to  fea,  and  ftand  over  to  the  Dutch 
coaAs,  as  the  fliorted  and  fureft  way  to  prevent  an  invafi- 
on.  This  propofition,  however,  was  rejected  by  a  great 
majority,  and  lo  it  was  refolved  to  continue  there.  The 
true  ground  of  this,  as  Mr.  fecretary  Bouchet  fairly  tells 
us,  wsis  the  fecret  refolution  of  the  greateft  part  of  the 
captains  to  hinder  the  admiral,  in  cafe  he  had  come  up  with 
the  Dutch  fleet,  from  doing  them  much  damage. 

It  may  not  now  be  amifs  to  caft  our  eyes  over  to  Holland, 
in  order  to  confider  the  force  preparing  there  for  this  inva- 
fion.  His  highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange  had  about  his  per- 
fon  abundance  of  Englith  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  parti- 
cularly the  earls  of  Shrewfbury  and  Macclesfield,  the  lords 
JMordaunr,  Wiitfhire,  Pawlet,  Elan,  and  Dumblain,  ad- 
miral Herbert,  Mr.  Herbert,  colonel  Sidney »  Mr.  RufTel, 
Sir  Rowland  Gwyn,  major  Wildman,  Dr.  Burnet,  Mr.. 
Harboard,  Mr.  I'ergufon,  and,  bcfides  the  general  officers 
of  the  dates,  the  marOial  Schomberg,  count  Charles,  his 
fon  Mr.  Caillemotte,  younger  fon  to  the  maruuis  of  Kou- 
vigni,  and  two  or  three  hundred  French  refugees.  The 
fleet  that  was^  to  carry  thefe  confided  of  about  fifty  fail, 
moft  of  them  third  or  fourth  rates,  and  the  tranfports  were 
about  five  hundred.Thefe,  with  twenty-five  fire  fhips,  made 
up  the  whole  navy :  the  land  forces  embarked,  were  four 
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thoufand  horfe  and  dragoons,  and  ten  thoufand  foot.  Tt 
was  very  remarkable,  that  all  the  captains  of  thefe  vefle  Is 
were  Dutch,  yet  the  chief  command  was  given  to  admiral 
Herbert,  who  very  lately  commanded  the  Engliih  fleet; 
and  this  with  a  view  either  to  engage  fliips  to  come  over,  or 
at  leaft  to  encourage  the  Teamen  to  defert. 

In  order  to  do  this  more  effedually,  Herbert  firft  ad-> 
drefled  a  letter  to  his  countrymen  in  the  fea  fervice,  and 
then  ftood  with  the  Dutch  fleet  over  to  the  Downs,  in 
order  to  look  at  the  Engliih  fquadron,  and  try  what  eflre^s 
his  exhortations  had  produced.  At  that  time  his  fuccefs  did 
notpromife  much;  and,  after  a  fortnight's  cruizing,  he 
returned  to  the  Dutch  coafts,  with  a  better  opinion  of  the 
king's  fleet,  and  a  worfe  of  his  own,  than  when  he  failed. 
But,  for  all  this,  his  epiftle  did  almoft  as  much  fervice  as 
the  force  he  commanded ;  for,  though  the  defertion  was 
inconfiderable,  yet  by  degrees  the  failors  lofl  their  fpirits, 
and  their  officers  began  to  cabal,  and  to  confult,  not  how 
they  Ihould  execute  the  orders  they  had  received,  but  how 
they  might  beft  take  their  meafures  tofecure  the  fleet. 

On  the  13th  of  Odober,  168S,  the  prince  went  on 
board,  and  the  whole  fleet  failed  that  night ;  but  the  next 
day,  the  wind  turning  north,  and  then  fettling  in  the  north- 
weft,  it  was  found  impoflible  to  ftruggle  with  it,  and  there- 
fore on  the  2ift  the  fleet  returned,  after  having  been  rudely 
handled  by  a  ftorm.  On  the  flrft  of  November  the  fleet 
failed  again.  The  prince  intended  to  have  gone  northwards, 
and  to  have  his  land  forces  in  the  mouth  of  theHumber; 
but  a  ftrong  eaft  wind  rendered  this  impradicable,  and 
feemed  to  dire£l  them  to  a  better  courfe.  His  highnefs  then 
failed  weftward,  the  fame  wind  which  brought  him  to  the 
Engliih  coaft  keeping  in  the  king's  fliips,  though  they  were 
come  down  fo  low  as  the  Gun-fleet.  There  in  a  foggy  day 
they  pafled  the  En^lilh  navy  undifcerned,  except  a  few  tranr- 
ports  which  failed  m  fight,  while  the  Englifli  fleet  rode  with 
their  yards  and  top-m;m;s  down,  and  could  not,  by  reafon 
of  the  extraordinary  violence  of  the  wind,  purchafe  their 
anchors. 

On  the  4th  of  November  at  noon,  it  was  refolved  on 
board  the  Dutch  fleet,  that  part  of  the  Ihips  fliould  go  into 
Dartmouth,  and  the  reft  into  Torbay  ;  but  in  the  night  the 
pilots  Qverftiot  both,  and  then  it  was  determined  to  go 
into  Plymouth,  which,  if  they  had  done,  might  have 
proved  ratal ;  but  the  wind,  fuddenly  turning  from  eaft  to 
fouth,  correded  the  error  of  their  pilots,  and  brought  them 
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/afe  into  Torbay,  where  the  army  was  immediately  landed, 
and  the  prince  made  the  neceflary  difpoBtiont  for  drawing 
the  country  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  to  join  him. 

As  foon  as  the  wind  would  permit,  the  earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, a  gallant,  loyal,  and  aSive  officer,  weighed  with 
the  Englilh  fleet,  and  ftood  to  Tea  with  a  refolution  to  fol- 
low and  fight  the  Dutch. 

But  the  wind,  turning  to  the  fouth,  carried  the  prince's 
fleet  into  Torbay,  it  forced  the  Englilh  fleet  back,  and, 
afterwards  rifing  into  a  ftorm,  ruffled  them  fo  much,  that 
it  was  two  or  three  days  before  lord  Dartmouth  came 
again  before  Torbay  ;  and  then  it  was  that,  as  Mr.  Bur- 
chet  fays,  he  (hewed  the  Dutch  a  fleet,  capable  indeed,  but 
Ihtle  inclined  to  hurt  them.  The  feamen  had  time  in  this 
fpace  to  confider  what  they  were  doing,  and  fuch  of  the 
officers,  as  were  well  aflfeaed  to  the  prince's  defign,  had 
an  opportunity  of  working  upon  them,  and  difpofing  things 
for  his  fervice  ;  and  thus  that  naval  force,  which  the  king 
had  cultivated  with  fo  great  care,  and  on  which  he  de- 
pended fo  much,  proved  of  little  or  no  ufe,  as  well  as  his 
army  :  fo  ditHcult  a  thing  it  is  to  bring  Englishmen  to  en<« 
Have  England  1 

As  to  the  condu£l  of  the  king  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Dutch  fleet,  it  was  unaccountable  in  itfelf,  if  we  confider, 
that  his  admiral  was  not  only  a  man  of  quality,  and  one 
on  whofe  fidelity  he  could  abl'olutely  depend,  but  alfo  an 
experienced  oflicer,  and  a  man  extremely  beloved  by  the 
failors.  In  all  probability,  he  was  deterred  from  taking  any 
meafures  of  this  fort,  by  what  happened  at  the  docks,  where 
the  workmen  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  roya!  navy  rofe 
on  a  fudden,  and,  without  any  other  arms  than  the  tools 
belonging  to  their  trades,  drove  out  a  regiment  of  recular 
troops  quartered  at  Rochefter  and  Chatham,  and  declared 
for  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  prince  of  Orange. 

The  miftakes  committed  on  this  fide  were  heightened  in 
their  appearance  by  the  great  caution  and  wife  management 
on  the  other,  as  well  as  by  the  forefeen  and  unforefeen  con- 
fequences  of  the  whole  tranfa£iion.  The  embarkation  was; 
made  with  eafe ;  the  paffiige  better  regulated  by  the  winds, 
than  it  could  have  been  by  tlieir  prudence ;  the  defcent  in 
the  fitteft  place  in  England  for  landing  of  horfe ;  fo  that  it 
was  performed  without  difficulty  as  well  as  without  danger. 
Bifliop  Burnet,  therefore,  fays  truly,  that  thefe  lines  from 
Claudian  wer^  very  happily  applied  to  the  prince  of  Onuige't 
expedition : 
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In  Holland  they  triumph  on  the  exa6l  execution  of  the 
plan  laid  down  by  the  ftates,  and  the  mod  eminent  news- 
writer  they  then  had  made  this  obfervation  on  tlie  fuccefs 
of  the  prince**  enterprize,  in  his  reflc£tions  on  the  hiftory 
of  Europe  for  November,  i6S8:  <*  The  expcnce  beilowed 
*<  on  the  fleet  and  army,  fct  out  from  Holland,  is  a  fign 
**  they  are  morally  alTured  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition, 
"  which  I  am  apt  to  think  has  been  a  long  time  in  agita- 
**  tioQ,  though*  it  was  carried  with  that  prudence  and  fe- 
**  crecyi  as  not  to  be  difcovered  till  it  could  be  no  longer 
*'  concealed."  When  ikill,  induAry,  and  zeal  were  vifible 
on  the  part  of  the  prince,  and  weaknefs,  irrefolution,  and 
diffidence  apparent  in  all  the  king's  meafures,  it  was  impof- 
iible  things  Ihould  continue  long  in  difpute,  or  that  his 
highnefs,  who  knew  fo  well  how  to  ufe  all  the  advantages 
that  were  in  his  hands,  (hould  not  prevail. 

"When  lord  Dartmouth  faw  the  difpofition  of  his  officers, 
and  how  little  it  was  in  his  power  to  ferve  his  mafter,  he 
wifely  yielded  to  neceflity ;  and  failing  once  again  into  the 
Downs,  and  there  holding  a  council  of  war,  it  was  refolv- 
cd  firft,  to  difmifs  from  their  commands  all  fuch  officers  as 
were  known  to  be  Papids,  or  fufpe^ted  fo  to  be,  and  then 
to  fend  up  an  addrefs  to  his  highnefs,  fctting  forth  their 
fteady  affeflion  to  the  protedant  religion,  and  their  fmcere 
concern  for  the  fafety,  freedom,  and  honour  of  their  coun- 
try. Not  long  after  this  the  (hips  were  difperfed,  feme  to 
the  dock-yards  to  be  difmantled  and  laid  up,  others  to  be 
cleaned  and  repaired,  and  fuch  as  were  in  the  beft  condi- 
tion for  the  fea  were  appointed  for  neceflary  fervices. 

Thefe  were  all  the  exploits  performed  by  the  Englifh 
navy  during  the  reign  of  a  prince,  who,  while  a  fubjeO, 
had  ferved  and  acquired  a  reputation  at  fea,  who  underltood 
maritime  affairs  perfectly  well,  and  who  attended  to  them 
with  extraordinary  diligence.  But  it  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  though  this  fleet  was  ufclefs  to  him,  yet  it  was 
of  the  higheft  advantage  to  the  nation.  If  he  had  been  lefs 
careful  in  this  refped,  if  he  had  left  the  navy  in  a  low  con- 
dition* nay,  if  he  had  left  it  as  he  found  it  at  his  brother's 
deceafe,  it  would  have  been  impolTible  for  us  to  have  with- 
ilood  the  naval  power  of  France,  which  had  been  for  feveral 
years  growing,  and  about  the  time  of  the  revolution,  or  a 
little  before  it,  had  attained  to  its  greateft  height. 

As  it  was,  the  king  left  behind  him  as  numerous,  com- 
plete, and  well-furni&ed  a  navy,  as  England  had  ever  feen; 
fo  that,  when  the  French  came  out  with  fuch  a  ftrength 
as  amazed  all  the  world,  it  furprifed  indeed,  but  did  not 

fright 


ILLUSTRIOUS     SEAMEN,  &c.       455 

fright  us  ;  we  were  ouickly  in  a  condition  to  look  them  in 
the  face :  and  the  fubfequent  part  of  this  work  will  (hew, 
that  notwithlbinding  the  mighty  change  that  had  happened 
in  a  (hort  time  abroad,  and  the  pains  almoft  every  where 
taken  to  create  a  naval  force,  yet  we  were  as  able  to  alTert 
our  fovereignty  in  our  own  feas,  and  to  maintain  the  ho- 
nour of  our  flag  every  where  elfe,  as  in  any-  preceding 
period. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  chapter  by  exhibiting  to  the  reader's 
view  an  exa£k  account  ot  th^  fleet,  and  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  left  by  king  James,  in  order  to  prove  what 
has  been  before  aflerted,  and  to  prepare  him  for  the  hiflory 
of  thofe  adiions  at  fea,  which  followed  in  the  nfxt  reign. 

An  Abflraa  of  the  ftate  of  the  French  Navy,  A.  D.  i68r. 
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I. 

IL 
III. 
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V. 
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Fire-(hips,                      8  74  80  i5o 

Barks,                           10  43  90  190 

Pinks,                          22  341  190  447 


10,407 
497 


Totals,        179        7080        795$     20,618     10,904 
An  AbflraA  of  the  Lift  of  the  Royal  Navy  of  England,  upon 


the  18th  of  December,  16.88,  with  the  force  of  the  whole. 
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IlfCLyntNC  A  NfW  AND  ACqVRATE 


NAVAL       HISTORY, 


The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great-Britain,  under  the 
reign  of  king  William  III,  fron^  the  RevQliition,  to  the 
peace  of  Ry(wiclL. 

TH  S  crown  was  no  fooner  placed  on  the  head  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  than  he  began  to  feel  the  weight 
of  it,  and  experience  all  the  cares  that  necelTariiy  attend  it : 
he  had  r>o(  lo  much  leifure  to  ta(le  in  peace  the  tirft  mo- 
ments of  royalty,  but  found  himlelf  obliged  to  embark  in 
a  war,  as  foon  as  he  was  feated  on  the  throne.  A  war  in 
which  all  iii^rope  was  engaged,  and  engaged  in  point  of  in- 
tereft;  for  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Lewis  XI V.  were  now 
fo  evident,  that  even  the  powers  leait  inclined  to  adlion, 
faw  themfelves  obliged  to  provide  tor  their  own  fafety,  by 
entering  into  si  confederacy  for  efledtually  oppofing  the  eii- 
crpachments  of  that  afpinng  prince. 

The  French  king,  on  the  other  hand,  indead  of  difco- 
verins  any  dread  of  this  formidable  alliance,  began  iird, 
by  f^ng  upon  the  empircj  and  declaring  war  againft  Spain, 


ILLUSTRIOUS  SEAMEN,  &c.      457 

at  the  fame  time  that  he  provided  for  his  ally,  king  James, 
whom  he  fent  over  into  Ireland,  with  a  confiderahle  force, 
efcorted  by  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail  of  men  of  war,  and  feven 
frigates.  Qn  the  12th  of  March,  1688-9,  that  monarch 
landed  at  K  infale,  from  whence  he  went  to  Corke.  On 
the  fourteenth  landed  M.  de  Lauzun  with  five  thoufand 
French  auxiliaries,  and  king  James  fent  over  general 
M*Carthy,  and  as  many  Iri(h  to  France. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion,   that  the  impolitic  and  in- 
confiderate  management  in  the  two  laft  reigns,  in  refpeiSi 
to  the  correfpondence  held  between  our  princes  and  the 
French  king,  manifeAly  appeared  by  the  prodigious  growth 
of  his  naval  power.     Under  the  adminiftration  of  the  great 
cardinal  Richlieu,  France  was  fo  weak  in  this  refpe6t,  that 
this    high-fpirited   miniAer   was  forced,   in  very  prefilng 
terms,  to  *blicit  affidance  from  the  Swedes  }  and  even  in 
this  reign,  Cromwell  had  (hewn  the  utmT>(l  contempt  for 
the  French  power  at  fea.    To  fpeak  truth,  it  was  our  wars, 
with  the  Dutch,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  that,  as 
the  French  themfelves  confefs,  gave  them  firft  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  learning,  at  the  expence  of  the  maritime  powers, 
what  it  was  to  make  a  figure  on  an  element  with  which  he- 
fore  they  were  little  acquainted.     This  knowledge  they  fo 
far  improved,  by  fometimes  fiding  with  the  Dutch,  and 
fometimes  with  us,  that  in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  twenty 
years,  they  found  themfelves  able  to  deal  with  either  na- 
tion, and  in  1667*  ^^^u^Ily  heat  the  Dutch  and   Spanifli 
fleets  in  conjunction,  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  killed  the 
famous  admiral  de  Ruyter.     At  this  time,  they  were  grown 
fo  much  ftronger,  that  we  fhall  fee  them,  during  a  great 
part  of  this  reign,  endeavouring  to  difpute  the  empire  of 
the  fea  againft  the  joint  forces  of  both  the  maritime  powers : 
which  is  fufHcient  to  fhew,  with  how  great  difadvantage 
king  William  entered  into  the  war,  in  this  rcfpedt ;  fmce, 
while  the  enemy  took  all  advantages  of   pouring  fupplies 
into  Ireland,  his  affairs  in  England  were  fo  perplexed,  that 
it  was  fome  time  before  he  could  provide  fo  much  as  a  force 
fufficient  to  cruize  on  the  coad  of  that  ifland. 

At  laft,  admiral  Herbert,  who  commanded  the  Englifh 
fleet,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  April,  16^9,  failed, 
for  Corke,  with  a  fquadron  which  conlifted  of  no  more 
than  twelve  (hips  of  war,  one  fire- (hip,  two  yachtr,  and 
two  fmacks.  Here  he  received  information,  that  king 
James  had  landed  at  Kinfale,  about  two  months  before. 
He  then  thought  it  proper  to  attempt  cutting  off  the  con- 
voy 
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voy  that  had  attended  him  from  France :  with  this  view 
he  Tailed  for  Bred,  and  cruized  off  that  port  for  fome 
time  i  but  hearing  nothing  of  the  French  men  of  war 
from  the  advice-boats  he  daily  received,  and  having  in* 
creafed  his  force  to  nineteen  fail,  he  again  (Peered  for  the 
Irilh  coail,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  April  appeared 
off  Kinfale. 

On  the  29th  of  that  month  he  difcovered  a  fleet  of  forty- 
four  fui),  which  he  judged  were  going  into  Kinfale,  and 
therefore  did  his  utmod  to  prevent  it.  The  next  day  he 
heard  that  the  enemy  vwre  gone  into  Baltimore,  but,  upon 
coming  thither,  found  that  information  to  be  falfe.  The 
wind  being  then  eaAerly,  he  ftood  for  Cape-Clear,  and  in 
the  evening  he  faw  them  (landing  into  Bantry  bay.  He  lay 
off  that  place  till  morning,  and  about  break  of  day  refolved 
to  attack  the  enemy.  All  our  Englifh  writers  of  naval 
hiftory  agree,  that  the  French  fleet  had  fome  empty  tranf- 
ports  under  their  care,  but  the  French  writers,  (ay  pen* 
tively,  that  they  had  only  four  merchant  (hips  laden  with 
arms,  bridles,  faddles,  powder,  and  ball,  for  the  ufe  of 
king  James's  army,  and  a  confidcrable  fum  of  money,  which 
was  on  board  the  men  of  war.  This  they  (hipped,  as  foon 
as  they  perceived  the  £ngli(h  fleet,  on  board  fix  (ire-diip;, 
and  fent  thefe,  with  the  merchantmen  before  mentioned,  to 
land  their  fupplies  at  a  place  in  the  bay  fevcn  leagues  dif- 
tant,  while  they  engaged  the  Englilh  fquadron,  that  at  ail 
events  they  might  be  fafe. 

Authors  vary  not  a  little  as  to  the  Arength  of  both  fleets, 
which  I  take  to  be  rather  owing  to  partialicy,  than  any  real 
difficulty  there  was  of  coming  at  the  fad.  Mr.  Burchet 
fays,  the  £ngli(h  were  but  nineteen  (liips  in  all.  BiHiop 
Kennet  more  truly  reckons  them  twcniy-two,  wherein  he 
agrees  with  all  ths  French  relations.  The  enemy's  fleet 
confifled,  according  to  our  accounts,  of  twenty-eight,  ac- 
cording to  their  own,  of  no  more  than  twenty-four  fai^ 
The  Engli(h  had  certainly  the  wind,  and  might  therefore 
have  avoided  fighting,  if  they  had  fo  pleafed  ;  but  this  w£s 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  admiral  Herbert's  temper :  he 
therefore  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  get  into  the  bay,  that 
he  might  come  to  a  clofe  engagement ;  but  the  French  faved 
him  the  labour,  by  bearing  down  upon  him  in  three  divi- 
fions  about  ten  in  the  morning  on  the  firft  of  May.  The 
foremoft  diviCion  confided  of  eiglx  (hips  'i.iderthe  command 
of  Mr.  Gaberet ;  the  fecond  of  the  like  force,  was  com- 
manded  by  admiral  Chateau-Renault;  the  third,  which 

was 
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was  alfo  of  eight  (hips,  had  for  its  commander  Mr.  Forarit : 
the  adlion  was  pretty  warm  for  about  two  hours,  but  then 
flackcned,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  tlie  £ngli(h  fleet  coul4 
not  come  up ;  but  they  continued  firing  on  both  iides  till 
about  five  in  the  afternoon,  admiral  Herbert  keeping  out 
all  the  time  to  Tea,  becaufe  he  found  the  difpute  very  un- 
equal, and  that  there  was  no  other  way  by  which  he  could 
poffibly  gain  the  wind,  and  tiicieby  a::  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing his  whole  fleet  to  engage.  But  about  t!:e  hour  before 
mentioned,  the  French  flieet  ftood  into  the  bay,  which  put 
an  end  to  the  a6lion.  The  £ngh(h  writers  aicribe  this 
either  to  want  of  courage,  or  the  admiral's  being  reftrain- 
ed  by  his  orders  ;  but  the  French  inform  us,  that  he  re- 
tired in  order  to  take  care  of  tlv^  D.ips  undc*  his  convoy, 
and  that,  after  they  had  entirely  «iebarked  the  fupply  they 
had  brought,  he  dilpofed  every  ihing  in  order  to  put  to  fea 
the  next  morning,  which  he  did< 

This  is  the  battle  in  Bantry  buy,  which,  though  incon- 
fiderable  enough  in  itfelf,  is  yet  ni.i^vnincd  by  fome  writers 
into  a  mighty  adion.  The  French  had  one  (hip  called  the 
Diamond  fct  on  fire,  and  two  others  fo  much  damaged,  as 
to  be  obliged  to  dr?\v  out  of  the  line.  The  affair  was  cer- 
tainly very  inconfiderable,  and  any  advantage  that  was 
gained  was  rather  to  be  afcribed  to  a  favourable  wind,  and 
fuperior  force  on  one  fide,  than  to  any  want  either  of  cou- 
rage or  condud);  on  the  other. 

After  the  adion  admiral  Herbert  bore  away  for  the  Scilly 
lilands,  and,  having  cruifed  there  for  fomc  time,  returned 
to  Spithead  }  upon  which  occafion  king  William  went  down 
in  perfon  to  Fortfmouth,  where,  to  mew  he  would  diilinr 
gu!(h  and  reward  merit,  though  not  pointed  out  to  him  by 
fuccefs,  he  declared  admiral  Herbert  earl  of  Torrington^ 
and  knighted  captain  John  Afhby  of  the  Defiance,  and 
captain  Cloudellcy  Shovel  of  the  Edgar,  giving  at  the 
fame  time  a  bounty  of  ten  (hillings  to  each  feaman,  and 
making  a  provifion  for  Mrs.  Ailmer,  relid  of  captain  AiJ- 
mer,  and  for  the  red  of  the  widows  of  fuch  as  had  been 
killed  in  the  adion.  Tim  was  well  judged  by  that  prince j^ 
and  was  indeed  an  ad  of  his  own,  flowing  from  the  tho- 
rough knowledge  he  had  of  mankind,  and  the  necefTity 
there  is  of  keeping  up  the  fpirits  of  feamen,  if  we  expc^ 
theyMiould  perform  great  things.  He  faid,  when  he  read 
the  account  of  t)ie  battle  of  Bantry  bay,  that  fuch  adions 
were  necefTary  at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  though  they 
would  be  raih  in  the  courfe  of  it  i  which  (hews  his  great 
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penetration,  and  accounts  for  his  creating  admiral  Herbert 
a  peer,  after  an  affair  in  wiiich  he  had  certainly  no  ad- 


vantage. 


«  The  fleet  being  at  length  refitted,  the  admiral  failed  with 
it  for  Torbay  in  the  middle  of  June,  where  he  was  after- 
wards joined  by  a  Dutch  fleet,  and  by  vice-admiral  Kille- 
grew's  fquadron,  which  had  been  cruifing  before  Dunkirk. 
This  combined  fleet  flood  over  to  the  coafl  of  France,  and 
continued  cruifing  there,  and  in  the  foundings,  till  towards 
the  latter  end  of  Auguil }  and  being  then  in  great  want  of 
beer,  and  thei  being  nut  the  leafl  appearance  of  the  French 
putting  to  fea,  they  returned  to  Torbay,  where  foon  after 
the  fleet  feparated,  the  larger  (hips  which  wanted  repair  be- 
ing ordered  into  port,  and  the  reft  dillributed  into  feveral 
fquadrons  for  different  fervices.  Before  we  fpeak  more 
particularly  of  thefe,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  what 
was  performed  by  feme  other  fquadrons,  which  had  been 
detached  earlier  in  the  year. 

When  king  James,  landed  in  Ireland,  h's  affairs  had 
Very  promifing  afpeA  on  that  fide.  He  brought  with  him 
a  very  confiderable  fupply,  and  he  found  there  an  army  of 
40,000  men  complete.  There  were  but  two  places  in  the 
north  which  held  out  againft  him,  viz*  Londonderry  and 
Inifkilling.  Of  thefe  he  determined  to  make  himfelr  maf- 
ter,  and  might  eafily  have  done  it.  If  he  had  been  well  ad- 
vifed ;  but,  as  bifliop  Burnet  juftly  obferves,  there  was  a 
kind  of  fatality  that  hung  on  his  councils.  He  refolved  tQ 
begin  with  Londonderry,  in  refpe«^  to  which  two  propcH 
fals  were  made  him ;  the  firft  was,  to  attack  the  place  vi- 
goroufly,  and  take  it  as  foon  as  poffible  by  ftorm}  the 
other,  to  block  up  the  city,  and  to  a6l  with  his  great  army 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  beft  fuit  his  intereft,  till  this 
place  fhould  by  dint  of  famine  be  compelled  to  furrender. 
Either  of  thefe  methods  might  have  fucceeded,  but  king 
James  declined  thefe,  and  made  choice  of  a  third,  which 
was  to  take  the  place  by  a  flow  fiege,  in  order  to  inure  his 
Irifh  army  to  fatigues,  and  to  render  them  by  thi^  kind  of 
difcipline  more  fit  for  fervice.  This  refolution  of  his  gave 
fufhcient  time  for  an  application  to  the  government  in  En^ 
land;  and  upon  this  two  regiments  of  foot,  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Cunningham  and  colonel  Richards,  with 
fome  fupplies,  were  fent  thither :  they  arrived  on  the  15th 
of  April  in  the  Lough  ;  but  colonel  Lundy,  who  was  go- 
vernor of  the  town,  being,  as  it  was  commonly  believed, 
in  king  James's  intereft,  perfuaded  thofe  gentlemen,  that  it 
was  impradicable  to  defend  the  place,  and  that  therefore 
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the  beft  thing  they  could  do  was  to  return  and  p.  eferve  his 
majefty's  troops ;  which  they  accordingly  did.  The  townf- 
men,  having  turned  out  their  governor,  however,  made  a 
noble  defence,  which  gained  time  for  another  application  to 
England. 

During  this  fpace,  commodore  Rooke,  who  had  been 
fent  with  a  fquadron  in  the  month  of  May  to  the  coaft  of 
Ireland,  performed  all  that  could  be  expedited  frcm  him 
there,  by  keeping  king  James  and  his  army  from  having  any 
intercourfe  with  the  Scots  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  June  he  fail- 
ed in  with  the  Bonaventure,  Swallow,  Dai  tmouth,  and  a 
fleet  of  tranfport-(hips,  under  the  command  of  major-ge- 
neral Kirke,  who  was  come  with  this  force  to  relieve  Lon- 
dondery.     The  commodore  concurred  with  him,  as  it  was 
his  duty,  very  chearfuily  in  carrying  on  this  fervice.  When 
they  came  to  examine  the  method  taken  by  the  enemy  to 
prevent  their  relieving  this  place,  they  found  they  had   laid 
a  boom  crofs  the  river,  compofed  of  chains  and  cables^ 
and  floated  with  timber,   there  being  (Irong  redoubts  at 
each  end,  well  provided  with  cannon.    Upon  a  view  ot  this, 
general  Kirke  refolved  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  Inch, 
an  iftand  in  Lough  S willy,  in  which  the  commodore  alTifted 
him  fo  effe£lually,  that  on  the  1 6th  he  was  in  full  poflef- 
fion  not  only  of  that  ifland,  but  of  the  pafs  to  the  main  ; 
and,   having  performed  this  fervice,    he  returned  to  his 
ftation. 

He  continued  there  till  the  2 2d,  on  which  day  he  receiv- 
ed by  the  Portland  man  of  war  a  letter  from  the  gentr^U 
wherein  he  informed  him,  that,  btii^g  fatis6ed  the  place 
was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  he  was  determined  to 
attempt  its  relief  at  any  rate.     The  commodore  upon  this 
left  the  Bonaventure  at  Portland  on  his  ftation,  and,  with 
the  Deptford  and  Dartmouth,  failed  to  the  aflidance  of  the 
major-general.     He  fent  the  Dartmouth,  commanded  by 
captain,  afterwards  Sir  John  Leake,  up  to  Kilmore  to  re- 
ceive his  orders,  and  then  returned  to  the  Bonaventure  nnd 
Portland,  with  intention  to  continue  there  till  the  arrival  of 
the  three  fhips  he  expelled  from  the  earl  of  Torringtnn. 
With  this  alfidance  major-general  Kirke,  having  properly 
difpofed  the  men  of  war,   on   the   30th  of  July  fent  the 
Mountjoy  of  Derry,  captain  Browning,  and   the  Phoenix 
of  CoHsrain,  captam  Douglas,  both  deeply  laden  with  pro- 
vifioni,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Dartmouth  frigate,  to  at- 
tempt breaking  the  boc>m.  The  Irifh  army  made  a  prodigious 
hre  upon  thefe  fliips  as  they  paiTed,  which  was  very  briflcly 
rtturned,  till  the  Mountjoy  ftruck  againft  the  boom,  and 
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broke  it,  and  was  by  the  rebound  run  afhore ;  upon  this  the 
IriHi  gave  a  loud  huzza,  made  a  terrible  Hre  upon,  and 
¥rith  their  boats  attempted  to  board  her.  But  the  failors 
firing  a  broadfide,  the  (hock  loofened  her  fo,  that  they 
floated  again,  and  pafled  the  boom,  as  did  the  Phoenix  alfo, 
tinder  cover  of  the  Dartmouth's  tire.  This  feafonable  fup- 
pjy  faved  the  remainder  of  that  brave  garrifon,  which,  af- 
ter a  hundred  and  five  days  clofe  fiege,  and,  being  reduced 
from  feven  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four  thoufand  three 
hundred,  had  only  fubfiftence  for  two  days  left,  the  enemy 
raifrng  the  fiege  on  the  laft  of  July. 

Commodore  Uooke,  on  the  1 3th  of  Augud,  efcorted  the 
duke  of  Schomberg's  forces,  confiding  of  upwards  of  ten 
thoufand  men,  horfe  and  foot,  embarked  in  ninety  veiTels 
of  feveral  forts,  and  landed  them  fafe  in  Groom's  bay  near 
Carrickfergus,  whither  he  brought  the  remainder  of  the 
army  and  the  artillery,  and  then  continued  with  the  general, 
4ill  they  had  taken  the  town,  and  had  not  any  farther  occa* 
fion  for  his  aifidance.  He  flationcd  afterwards  as  many 
ihips  and  yachts  of  his  fquadron  as  he  thought  requifite  for 
the  maintaining  the  correfpondence  between  England  and 
Ireland,  and  preventing  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  by 
French  or  Scotch  privateers.  He  failed  next  with  thofe  few 
(hips  that  were  remaining  to  Dublin,  where  he  infulted  the 
city  by  manning  his  boats,  and  making  a  Ihcw  of  landing ; 
and  on  the  1 8th  of  September  he  adually  endeavoured  to 
burn  all  the  veiTels  that  were  in  the  harbour,  and  had  cer- 
tainly performed  it,  if  the  wind  had  not  veered  about,  and 
blew  a  fre(h  gale,  is  the  yachts  and  ketches  were  going  in, 
which  obliged  him  to  abandon  his  defign,  and  to  put  to 
fea.  King  James  was  at  this  time  in  the  place,  and,  which 
is  Itill  more,  was  alfo  an  eye-witnefs  of  thi!;  bold  attempt. 

From  the  bay  of  Dublin  commodore  Rooke  failed  to 
Corke,  where  he  attempted  likewifr;  going  into  the  har- 
bour, but  was  prevented  by  the  briik  fire  of  the  enemy 
made  from  their  batterica,  on  which  were  mounted  feven- 
teen  or  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon.  He  took  poiTeiTion, 
however,  of  the  great  iHand,  and  might  have  done  farther 
lervices,  if  his  (hips  had  not  by  this  time  grown  foul,  and 
his  proviiions  low  }  which  forced  him  to  quit  his  ftation, 
and  repair  to  the  Downs,  where  he  arrived  on  the  13th  of 
Odober,  after  having  given  by  his  activity,  vigilance,  and 
indefatigable  attention  to  his  duty  in  this  expedition,  an 
earneft  of  the  great  things  which  he  afterwards  performed 
when  Sir  George  Rooke,  and  admiral  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  Britiih  fiect. 

As 
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As  to  the  remaining  naval  tranfaflions  of  this  year,  thef 
were  not  many  or  great ;  and  therefore  I  Ihall  only  mention 
the  taking  ot  two  celebrated  fea  officers  in  the  French  fcr- 
vice,  VIS.  the  gallant  chevalier  Fourbin,  and  the  famous 
John  du  Bart.  They  commanded  two  fmall  frigates,  and 
had  under  their  convoy  fix  rich  merchantmen,  homeward 
bound.  Near  the  iAe  of  Wight  they  were  chafed  by  two 
of  our  fifty  gun  (hips*  which  they  engaged  very  bravely, 
though  they  faw  that  it  was  a  thing  impofliblc  for  them  to 
avoid  being  taken*  All  they  aimed  at  was  to  give  their 
merchantmen  time  to  efcape,  in  which  they  fucceeded  ;  for, 
while  they  fought  defperately,  the  veifels  under  their  con* 
voy  got  fafe  into  Rochellei  As  for  the  chevalier  Fourbin 
and  captain  Bart,  they  were  carried  prifoners  into  Plymouth, 
from  whence  they  not  long  after  found  means  to  efcape, 
and  got  fafely  over  to  Cadiz.  For  this  generous  action  the 
French  king  rewarded  each  of  them  with  the  command  of 
a  man  of  war :  but  our  writers  of  naval  hidory  have  been 
fo  carelefs,  that  I  cannot  find  with  any  certainty  who  the 
captains  were  that  took  them.  We  have  indeed  a  much 
more  particular  relation  of  this  affair  in  Fourbin's  memoirs, 
wherein  it  is  faid  they  had  twenty  merchantmen  under  their 
convoy ;  that  they  fought  two  long  hours,  and  that  one  of 
tiie  Engiifh  captains  was  killed  in  the  engagement ;  but  I 
think  the  relation,  as  I  have  given  it,  is  more  to  be  de- 
pended upon,  as  it  comes  from  an  unbiaiTed,  and  at  the 
lame  time  a  very  accurate  hidorian. 

I  (hali  open  the  naval  tranfa^ions  of  1690,  with  an  ac« 
count  of  admiral  Rufleirs  failing  into  the  Mediterranean, 
thougli  this  is,  generally  fpeaking,  accounted  a  tranfaflion 
of  the  former  year  j  but  my  realbn  tor  placing  it  here,  is 
the  fleets  not  putting  to  fea  till  the  fpring,  though  orders 
were  given  for  it  in  the  preceding  winter.  His  catholic 
majcfty,  Charles  II.  having  efpoufed  a  princefs  of  thchoufe 
of  Neubourg,  fiftcr  tc  the  reigning  cmprel's,  and  to  the 
queen  of  Fortugal,  demanded  an  Englill\  fleet  to  con(lu(^t: 
her  fafely  to  his  dominions,  which  was  readily  granted  ;  and 
indeed  fuch  a  compiiinent  never  had  been  rchifed,  c/en  to 
fiates  in  war  witli  us,  becauie  it  was  always  taken  as  a  tacit 
confcGlonof  our  dominion  at  fea  ;  which  n>ifihr,  metlunks, 
have  fecured  it  from  biihop  Burnet  s  cenfure.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  of  November,  admiral  llulTeli  failed  with 
fevcn  large  men  of  war,  and  two  yachts,  to  Fiulhing,  in 
order  to  receive  her  catholic  majcfiy,  and  her  attendaiits  { 
and  had  orders,  as  foon  as  the  queen  came  on  board,  to 
hoid  the  union  flag  a*^  the  main  top-mail- head, 
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Mrear  it  there  as  long  as  her  majedy  was  on  board.  On  the 
eighteenth  of  January,  1690,  (he  arrived  in  the  Downs ; 
on  the  twenty-fourth,  fhe  came  to  St.  Helen's,  whither 
their  majcHies,  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  fent  the 
duice  of  Norfolk  to  compliment  her,  as  did  their  royal 
hip:hneires  the  prince  and  princefs  of  Denmark,  the  lord 
Cornbury,  and  colonel  Berkeley  The  admiral  had  orders 
to  put  to  fea  with  the  iirft  fair  wmd,  and  was  inflru£ied  to 
block  up  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
French  fquadron  there  from  coming  out }  and  he  endea- 
voured it  on  the  beginning  of  February,  and  again  towards 
the  end  of  the  month,  but  was  forced  back  to  Torbay  on 
the  twenty  third.  Thence  he  failed  again  in  a  few  days, 
but  was  driven  back  on  the  fecond  of  March.  At  lait  he 
failed  with  a  pretty  fair  wind,  on  the  faventh  of  that  month, 
with  a  ftout  fquadron  of  thirty  men  of  war,  under  his 
command,  and  a  fleet  of  four  hundred  merchantinen, 
bound  for  tiie  Streights ;  and,  after  a  very  tempeduous 
paHugc,  landed  her  catholic  majefly  on  the  fixteenth,  at  the 
Grnyne}  from  whence  he  failed  to  execute  his  other  com- 
mifTion,  but  was  forced  by  contrary  winds  into  the  harbour 
of  Ferrol,  where  the  Duke,  a  fecond  rate  man  of  war,  in 
abritkgale  of  wind,  ran  aihore,  and  was  with  great  dilTi- 
culty  got  off.  The  admiral  having  executed  his  commifli- 
on,  and  having  left  the  vice  admiral  Killegrew,  with  the 
Mediterranean  fqi:adron,  behind  him,  bore  away  with  the 
firft  fair  wind  for  England,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  on 
the  28th  of  April,  where  he  landed  feveral  perfons  of  qua- 
lity  who  had  attended  her  catholic  mnjcfly  in  her  voyage. 

Vice  admiral  Killegrew  arrived  at  Cudiz  on  the  eighth  of 
April,  where  havinjr,  according  to  his  inftruiStions,  taken 
ail  pollible  care  of  the  trade,  and  having  been  joined  by 
two  Dutch  men  of  war,  the  Gueldevlanid  and  Zuricftzee, 
he  was  next  to  proceed  from  thence  in  order  to  attend  the 
motions  of  the  Toulon  fquaclron.  In  this,  however,  he 
met  with  no  fmall  difficulty,  by  reafon  of  the  ftormy  wea- 
ther, which  injured  feveral  (liips  of  his  fquadron  extremely, 
and  the  two  Dutch  (hips,  one  of  feventy-two,  and  the 
other  of  fixty-two  guns,  after  loling  ail  their  marts,  ex- 
cept a  mizen,  foundered.  In  repairinc;  thefe  unlucky  acci- 
dents, a  great  deal  of  time  was  walled  ;  and  fo  much  the 
more  through  the  coldnefs  and  ina»Sl:vity  of  the  governor  of 
Cadiz,  who,  for  his  negligence  in  this  refpeft,  was  juftly 
fufpeded  of  being  in  the  French  intereft.  Before  things, 
through  thefe  difadvantages,  could  be  brought  into  perfect 
order,  the  vice  admiral,  on   the  ninth  of  May,   received 
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three  difTerent  accounts  of  the  l^ouion  fquadron  being  at 
Tea.  Upon  this,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  was 
rcfolved,  tliat  purfuant  to  his  inftru£tions,  he  (hould  im- 
mediately put  to  fca,  in  order  to  go  in  purfuit  of  it.  -  On 
the  tenth  of  May,  about  four  in  the  mornings  he  failed  ac- 
cordingly, with  nine  Engiilh,  and  two  Dutch  Ihips,  and 
arrived  the  next  day  in  the  mouth  of  the  Streights,  where  he 
was  joined  by  captain  Shelton,  and  his  detachment,  fr6ni 
the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  at  the  fame  time  received  intelli- 
gence, that  the  French  fleet  was  in  the  bay  of  Tetuan  : 
thither  he  failed  in  queft  of  them ;  his  fleet  con(i(ling  noMr 
of  one  fccond  rate,  three  third  rates «  fix  fourth  rates,  two 
fifth  rates,  in  all  twelve  men  of  war,  and  two  fire  (hips,- 
befides  five  Dutch  men  of  war.  On  his  arrival  in  Tetuaii 
bay,  he  fcAmd  only  two  thips,  one  at  anchor,  and  the  o« 
ther  under  fail  ;  the  latter  put  out  Algerine  colours,  and 
efcaped}  but  the  former,  being  embayed,,  was  taken  by 
the  Dutch  vice  admiral  Allemonde,  and  proved  to  be  « 
French  fhip  bound  for  the  Weft-indies.   -'  "t'l  ,tfjam  <v     i 

The  wind  (hifting,  the  admiral  ftood  over  again  Ibwards 
the  Spainiih  coaft,  and  being  two  leagues  W.  N;  W.  o^ 
Ceuta  pointy  the  man  at  the  maft-head  faw  ten  Ihipft  to  the 
north,  with  their  heads  lying  eaftwards.  Upon  this,  ad-' 
vice  wa$  given  to  the  Dutch  admiral,  and  the  Montague 
was  fenra-head  to  difcover  the  enemy's  motions}'  the  fleet 
flill  continuing  to  0 retch  oveir  to  Gibraltar.  About  one 
o'clock  they  were  within  two  miles  of  the  French  fquadron^ 
which  appeared  to  be  on  the  run,  and  therefore  our  (hips 
fet  their  top-gallant-fails,  and  crowded  after  them }  but  to 
little  purpofe,  for  the  French  being  all  dean  (hips,  juft  come 
out  of  port,  (whereas  fome  of  ours  had  been  feventeen 
months  off  the  ground),  it  is  no  wonder  they  got  clear  of 
them.  The  chace  was  continued  till  the  next  day,  when 
ihe  enemy  were  four  leagues  a>head,  and  the  Dutch  and  one 
of  the  £ngli(h  (hips  as  much  a-flern,  infomuch,  that  the 
admiral  had  with  him  no  more  than  four  (hips,  which  in- 
duced him  to  give  over  the  chace  ;  yet,  between  nine  and 
ten  in  the  morning,  the  Richmond  and  the  Tyger  forced 
one  of  the  merchant  (hips  on  (bore  to  the  weft  ward  of  Ta- 
riifa.  About  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  whole  fleet  join«> 
ed,  and  the  admiral  bore  away  for  Cadiz. 

The  French  writers  have  done  tiieir  beft  to  give  this  re- 
treat the  air  of  a  vii^ory  :  one  of  them  tells  us,  that  Mr. 
Chatteau-Renaulr,  notwithftanding  the  great  fuperiority  of 
the  enemy,  ordered  all  the  merchant  (liips  under  his  con- 
voy, to  fail  before,  while  he  remained  with  his  fquadron  of 
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eight  men  of  war  between  them  and  the  Englifli ;  and  that 
after  this,  peroeiying  one  of  the  veiTels,  which  was  a  very 
bad  failer,  had  fallen  behind,  he  lay  by  till  fhe  pafled 
him,  and  then>  perceiving  the  Englifli  fquadron  did  not  in- 
cJii'ie  to  engage,  he  continued  his  courfe.  Such  flouriflies 
are  lb  natural  to  thefe  authors,  that,  after  a  very  few  in- 
flances,  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  a  bare  relation  of  them, 
and  leave  their  credit  to  the  candid  confideration  of  every 
imMTtial  readers 

Jt  was  the  alft  of  May  before  vice-admiral  Killegrew 
90uld  reach  the  port  of  Cadis,  where,  having  made  the  ne- 
gefliiry  detachments  for  the  fafe  convoy  of  our  homeward- 
bound  merchantmen, .he,  in  purfuance  of  his  inftru^ions, 
^t  fail  fof:  England,  and  in  thirty-five  days  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth with  one  fecond  and  four  third  rates  of  ours,  fix 
Dutch  men  of  war,  the  Half-Moon  and  Virgin  prize.  On 
his  arrival  at  Plymouth,  he  received  letters  from  the  lords 
9f  tl|e  admiralty^  informing  him,  that  the  French,  after  an 
engagement,  had  obliged  our  fleet  to  retire,  and  were  with 
their  own  about  Rye,  Dover^  and  thofe  parts,  and  there- 
fore'.he  ^as.to  take  all  imaginable  care  of  hit  fquadron. 
'  Upon  thiSk  he  called  a  council  of  war,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  Du^^h:. admirals  Allemonde  and  Evert^n,  and  Sir 
Cloud^y  Shovel,  rear  admiral  of  the  red,  then  jufl  re- 
turned froqn  tbe'Irifli  coaft.  .  Upon  mature  deliberation, 
they  determined  it  was  iafell,  to  proceed  with  the 
fhips  into  Hamoze  within  Plymouth-found;  for,  as  they 
were  large  fliips,  they  could  not  run  in  at  low  water, 
and  as  they  were  in  want  of  water,  provifions  and  fea- 
(lores,  it  waa  impofTible  for  them  to  put  to  fea  ;  fo  that  this 
was  the  only  way  left  to  be  fecure  from  any  attempts  of  the 
French. 

The  French  had  been  very  induflrious  this  year  in  fending 
a  large  fleet  to  fea,  and  that  early  in  the  feafon ;  for  on  the 
1  fl  or  2d  of  March  they  embarked  a  great  fupply  for  Ire- 
land under  the  convoy  of  a  fquadron  of  thirty-fix  men  of 
war,  which  failed  on  the  7th  of  the  fame  month,  attended 
by  four  fire  fliips  and  five  flutes,  and  were  afterwards  joined 
by  another  fquadron  from  Provence,  with  feveral  tranfports ; 
fo  that  in  all  they  convoyed  over  fixthoufand  men,/befides 
ammunition  and  money.  Part  of  thefe  they  landed  On  the 
nth  at  Kinfale,  and  the  reft  on  the  13th  in  the  bay  of 
Corke.  On  the  8th  of  April  they  left  the  coafls  of  that 
illand,  in  order  to  return  into  the  .road  of  Breft,  which 
they  did  fafely  on  the  23d,  and  then  prepared  to  join  their 
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grand  fleet,  which  had  orders  to  aflemble  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  count  de  Tourville. 

While  the  French  were  thus  employed,  our  councils  were 
chiefly  bent  on  fending  over  a  royal  army,  to  be  command- 
ed by  king  William  in  perfon  to  Ireland.  I'his  great  de- 
fisn  was  brought  to  bear  about  the  beginning  of  the  month 
or  June,  when  his  majefty  left  London  to  march  toward 
the  coaft,  where  he  embarked  his  forces  on  board  two  hun- 
dred eighty-eight  tranfports  on  the  nth,  and,  efcorted  by 
a  fquadron  of  fix  men  of  war  under  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel, 
failed  for  Carrickfergus,  where  he  fafely  arrived  on  the  14th 
of  the  fame  month,  and  foon  after  difmllTed  rear  admiral 
Shovel,  with  the  Plyitiouth  Ajuadron,  with  orders  to  join 
the  grand  fleet,  which,  as  we  have  before  fliewn,  he  co  uld 
not  do,  till  it  was  too  late. 

There  was  nothinj^  better  underdood  in  England  than  the 
abfolute  necelTity  of  aflembling  early  in  the  year  a  flronger 
fleet  in  the  channel.  The  honour  of  the  kingdom  depe;^teH 
upon  it ;  for  the  French,  after  their  fmalf  advantage  in 
Bantry  bay,  had  given  out,  that  they  would  the  next  fum- 
mer  infuh  the  joint  fleets  of  the  Englifli  and  Dutch.  What 
was  ftill  more,  the  nation's  fafety  depended  on  this  meafure 
no  lefs,  fince  the  king  and  the  greatetl  part  of  his  forces 
were  abroad,  fcarce  (even  thoufand  regular  troops  Jeft  in 
England  j  and  fuch  as  were  in  the  interefl:  of  king  James 
almoft  every  where  in  motion,  and  waiting  in  all  appear- 
ance for  nothing,  but  the  fight  of  a'  French  fleet  on  the 
coafl,  to  take  up  arms,  and  declare  againft  the  government:. 

Yet,  for  all  this,  our  maritime  proceedings  were  very 
flow,  for  which  various,  and  fome  fcarce  credible  caufes  are 
afFigned.  It  was  given  out,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fleet  was  difaffefled  ;  and,  to  wipe  off  this  fuggeflion,  it 
was  thought  neceflfary  that  an  addrefs  fliould  be  fent  up  from 
the  Downs,  which  was  accordingly  done.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  late  before  the  Dutch  fent  their  fleet  to  Tea, 
and  the  Englifh,  knowing  that  nothing  of  confeauence 
could  be  done  till  after  their  junction,  were  the  lefs  folicit- 
ous  about  putting  themfelves  in  order,  till  they  heard  of., 
their  being  at  fta. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  in  the  mean  time  was  of  quite 
another  kind  j  for,  while  the  fquadron  before  mentioned 
was  gone  to  Ireland,  orders  were  given  for  equipping  a  fleet 
of  fixty  fail  at  Breft,  which  was  to  put  to  fea  by  the  end  of 
May  :  this  they  aduaily  did,  and,  though  they  were  forced 
by  contrary  winds  to  put  back  again  to  that  road,  yet  on  the 
12th  of  June  they  put  to  fea  in  three  fqu;drons,  each  fqua- 
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dron  being  divided  into  three  divifions.  Of  thefe  the  whit<^ 
and  blue  fquadrons,  commanded  by  count  d'Eftrees  on 
board  the  Le  Grande,  a  (hip  of  eighty-fix  guns,  formed  the 
vanguard,  confifting  of  twenty-fix  men  of  war*  The 
main  body  was  compofed  of  the  white  (Ijuadron,  command- 
ed by  the  admiral  count  l^ourvitle  in  the  Hoyal  Sun,  a  (hip 
of  one  hundred  guns ;  this  fquadron  confided  likewife  of 
tvventy-iix  fail ;  the  bliie  fquadron  made  the  rear  guard, 
commanded  by  Mr.  d'Amfreville  in  the  Magnificent,  a  (hip 
o(  eighty  guhs^  and  in  this  fquadron  there  were  but  twenty* 
five  fail.  In  all  there  were  feventy-eight  men  of  war,  twen- 
ty-ttwo  fire  (liipSj  and  the  whole  fleet  carried  upwai'ds  of 
four  tiioufand  feven  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the 
13th  of  June  they  (leered  for  the  £ngH(h  coafl,  and^n  the 
20th  found  themfelves  ofF  the  Lizard*  The  next  day  the 
admiral  took  fome  Englifh  fifhinz  boiitS)  and,  after  having 
paid  the  people  who  were  on  board  for  their  fi(h,  he  fet 
them  at  liberty  again;  and  thefe  were  the  inen  that  ^rft 
brought  advice  of  the  arrival  of  tb^  French  il^ct  on  our 
coalt,  while  ours  was  lying  idle,  atid  fcarce  ih  a  condition  to 
put  to  fea,  as  bifhop  Burnet  very  jiiftly  bbferves.. 

Our  admiral,  the  earl  of  Torringtoh^  was  at  St  tielen's 
when  he  received  this  news,  which  liiufi  jiavfe  furprifed  him 
very  much,  fince  lit  was  fo  far  from  expecting  any  advice  of 
this  kind,  that  he  had  no  fcouts  to  the  weftward^  He  put  to 
fea»  however,  with  fuch  fhips  as  he  had»  and  flood  to  the 
fouth-bafl.  on  Midfummer  day.  leaving  his  orders,  that  all 
the  Englifh  and  Dutch  fhips  wnich  coiild  hav(5  notice  fliould 
follow  him.  In  the  eyehing  he  was  joined  by  feveral  fliips^ 
and  the  next  ifiorhing  he  found  himfelf  within  fight  of  the 
enemy.  The  French  landed,  and  made  foine  prifoners  on 
(hore.  and  by  them  Otni  a  letter  from  Sir  William  Jennings^ 
ati  officer  in  the  navy,  who  had  followed  the  fortunes  of 
king  Jamesi  and  fervea  how  as  third  taptain  oh  board  the 
admiral,  promifing  pardoh  to  all  fuch  captains,  as  would 
now  adhere  to  that  prince.  The  next  day  bur  admiral  re* 
ceived  another  reinforcement  of  feven  Dutch  men  of  war 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Evertzen }  however,  the 
fleets  continued  looking  upon  each  other  for  feveral  days. 
It  is  certain  that  tlieearl  of  Torrington  did  not  think  him- 
felf flt-ong  enough  to  veilture  an  engagement,  and  in  all 
probability  the  reft  of  tlie  admirals  were  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion. Qefides,  he  waited  foi'  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  rear 
admiral  of  the  blue^  who  was  to  have  joined  him  with  the 
Plymouth  fquadron,  and  fome  other  fhips. 

His  whole  flrength  confiftcd  of  abottt  thility*fbur  men  of 
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war  of  feveral  H^es^  and  the  three  Qutch  admirals  had  un- 
der their  command  t\venty-two  large  (hips.  We  need  not 
wonder  therefore,  t)iat,  feeing  himfelf  out-numbered  by 
above  twenty  fail,  he  was  not  willing  to  rifl^  his  own  honour 
and  the  hation^s  fafety  upon  fuch  unequal  terms*  But  the 
queen,  who  was  then  regent,  having  been  inlformed  that 
her  father's  adherents  intended  a  general  infurre£ition,  and 
that,  if  the  French  fleet  continued  longer  on  tlie  coaft,  this 
would  certainly  take  efFe£b,  by  advice  of  th^  privy  council, 
Tent  him  orders  to  fight  at  all  events,  in  order  to  force  the 
French  fleet  to' withdraw.  In  obedipnce  to  this  order,  as 
foon  as  it  was  light,  on  the  30th  of  j'une  the  admiral  threw 
out  the  fignal  for  drawing  into  a  line,  and  bore  down  upon 
the  enemy,  while  they  were  under  fail,  by  a  wind  with  th^ir 
heads  to  the  northward. 

The  fignal  for  battle  was  made  about  eight,,  when  the 
French  braced  their  head  fails  to  the  mafls,  in  order  to  lie 
by.  The  a9:ion  began  about  nine,  when  the  Dutch  fqua- 
dron,  which  made  the  van  of  the  united  fleets,  fell  in  with 
the  van  of  the  French,  and  put  them  in^o  fome  diforder. 
About  half  an  hour  after,  our  blue  fqiiadron  engaged  their 
rear  very  warmly}  biit  the  red,  commanded  by  the  earl  of 
Torrington  in  perfon,  which  made  jhe  centre  of  our  fleet, 
could  not  come  up  till  about  ten ;  and  this  occafioned  a 
great  opening  between  them  aqd  the  Dutch.  I'he  French, 
maliLing  ufe  of  this  advantage,  weathered,  ^nd  of  courfi; 
furrounded  the  latter,  who  defended  themfelves  vpry  gal- 
lantly, though  they  fuffered  cxtreinely  from  fo  unequal  gf 
difpute.  The  admiral,  feeing  thpirdiflrefs,  endeavoured  to 
relieve  them  ;  and  while  they  dropt  their  anchors,  he  drove 
with  his  own  fliip  and  feveral  others  between  them  and  the 
enemy,  and  iti  that  fituation  anchored  about  five  in  th? 
afternoon,  when  it  grew  calm ;  but  difcerning  how  much 
the  Dutch  had  fufFefed,  and  how  little  probability  ther^ 
Was  of  regaining  any  thing  by  renewing  the  action,  he 
weighed  about  nine  at  night,  and  retired  qafl  ward  ^vith  th^ 
tide  of  flood. 

The  next  day  it  was  refolved  io  a  council  of  \var,  held 
in  the  afternoon,  to  preferve  the  fleet  by  retreating,  and 
rather  todeftroy  the  difabled  Ihips,  if  they  fliould  be  pref- 
M  by  the  enemy,  than  tq  hazard  another  engagement  bj^ 
endeavouring  to  prote^St  them.  This  refolutlon  was  exe- 
cuted with  as  much  fucc^fs  as  could  be  expe(5tcd,  which, 
however,  was  chiefly  owing:  jto  want  of  experience  in  the 
Frenth  admirals ;  for,  by  no|;  anchoring  when  the  Engliih 
did,  they  \vere  driven  to  a  grc^t  diftance,  and  by  conti- 
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nuing  to  chafe  in  a  line  of  battle,  inftead  of  leaving  every 
iliip  at  liberty  to  do  her  utmoft,  they  could  never  recover 
what  they  I6(\  by  their  firft  miftake.  But,  potwithftanding 
all  this,  they  preiled  on  their  purfjuit  as  far  as  Rye-bay, 
and  forcing  one  of  our  men  of  war  of  fevcnty  guns,  called 
the  i'Vnnc,  which  had  loft  all  her  malls,  on  (bore  near 
Winchelfea,  they  fent  in  two  (hips  to  burn  her,  which  the 
captain  prevented  by  fetting  fire  to  her  himfelf.  The  body 
of  the  i  rench  fleet  flood  in  and  out  of  the  bays  of  Bourne 
and  Pevenfey  in  Suflex,  while  about  fourteen  of  their  fhips 
anchored  near  the  fhore.  Some  of  thefe  attempted  to  burn 
a  Dutch  (hip  of  fixty-four  guns,  which  at  low  water  lay 
dry;  but  her  commander  defended  her  fo  ftoutly,  that 
they  were  at  length  forced  to  defifl,  aiid  the  captain  carried 
her  fafe  into  Holland 

We    need   not  wonder,  that  a   vi6lory  gained  by  the 
French  fleet  over  the  joint  forces  of  the  maritime  powers 
fhould  extremely  elevate  the  writers  of  that  nation,  who 
are  fo  apt  to  run  out  into  extravagant  flights  of  panegyric 
on  much  flighter  occafions.     The  marquis  de  Quincy  tells 
us  that  the  Dutch  fought  with  all  imaginable  bravery,  and 
tacitly  acknowledges,  that  they  owed  their  misfortune  to 
their  being  furrounded  by  French  (hips.     He  likewife  owns, 
that  fuch  of  theEnglifh  (hips  as  engaged  fought  very  well, 
and  that  the  admiral   endeavoured  to  fuccour  the  Dutch, 
though  he  did  it  with  much  caution.     But  then,  to  enhance 
the  vidory  as  much  as  pofTible,  hea(rerts,  that  the  united 
fleets  were  at  leaft  equal  in  force  to  the  navy  of  France, 
though  they  had  fewer  (hips.     In  this,  however,  he  is  cer- 
tainly mlflaken,  as  I  (hall  convince  the  reader  by  undeniable 
evidence.     The  Dutch  fquadron   con(i(led  of  twenty-two 
Jarge  (hips,  and  was  by  much  the  moft  formidable  of  the 
whole  fleet,  and  yet  that  fquadron  carried  but  1,360  guns  ; 
whereas  the  weakeft  of  the  French  fquadrons  carried  1,526; 
and  if  we  (hould  fuppofe  the  united  fleet  to  have  confifled  of 
ifhips  of  the  like  force  with  the  Dutch,  which  it  is  certain 
they  were  not,  it  would  then   have  carried  3,462  guns; 
whereas  the  French  fleet,  according  to  this  writer's  own  ac- 
count, carried  4,702.     This  is  fufHcient  to  (how  how  little 
dependence  can  be  had  even  on  the  accounts  of  the  faired 
French"  authors.  Bifhop  Burnet  very  rightly  obferves,  that, 
amohgft'the  bed  judges,  the  count  de  Tourville  was  almofi 
as  miith  blamed  for  not  making  ufe  of  his  vidory,  as  the 
earl  of'Tbr^irigton  was  on  account  of  his  defeat. 

After  the  engagement  our  fleet  retreated  towards  the 
river  Thames,  and  the  earl  of  Torrington,  going  on  (hore, 
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left  the  command  to  Sir  John  AHiby,  but  firft  gave  orders 
to  captain  Monck  of  the  Phcenix,  together  with  four  other 
fifth  rates,  and  four  fire-fliips,  to  anchor  above  the  narrow 
of  the  middle  grounds,  and  to  appoint  two  of  the  frigates 
to  ride,  one  at  the  Buoy  of  the  Spits,  the  other  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  middle,  and  to  take  away  the  buoys,  and 
immediately  retreat,  if  the  enemy  approached ;  or,  if  they 
prefled  yet  farther  on  him,  he  was  ordered  in  like  manner 
to  take  away  the  buoys  near  him,  and  to  do  what  fervice 
he  could  againft  them  with  the  fire-lhips ;  but  ftill  to  re- 
tire, and  make  the  proper  fignals  in  fuch  cafes.  On  the  8th 
the  French  fleet  ftood  towards  their  own  coaft,  but  were 
feen  upon  the  27th  off  Berry-head,  a  little  to  the  eaftward 
of  Dartmouth,  and  then,  the  wind  taking  them  fhort,  they 
put  into  Torbay.  There  they  lay  not  long  j  for  they  were 
difcovered  the  29th  near  Plymouth,  at  which  place  the  ne- 
ceflary  preparations  were  made  by  platforms  and  other  works, 
to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  The  5th  of  Auguft  they 
appeared  again  off  of  the  Ram-head,  in  number  between 
fixty  and  feventy,  when,  ftanding  weftward,  they  were  no 
more  feen  in  the  channel  this  year. 

As  foon  as  the  earl  of  Torrington  came  to  town,  he  was 
examined  before  the  council,  where  he  juftified  himfelf  with 
great  prefence  of  mind ;  he  faid,  there  were  two  things  to 
be  principally  confidered,  the  lofs  that  had  been  fuftained  in 
the  a^ion,  and  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  re- 
treat. The  firft,  he  alledged,  was  owing  to  the  ill-ground- 
ed contempt  the  Englifti  and  Dutch  officers  had  of  the  be- 
haviour of  the  French  at  fea  ;  and,  as  to  the  latter,  he  af- 
firmed, that  he  had  a6led  according  to  the  rules  of  pru- 
dence, by  which  he  had  faved  the  fleet,  and  with  much 
fteadinefs  and  fpirit  declared,  that  he  had  rather  his  reputa- 
tion ihould  fuffer  for  a  time,  than  his  country  undergo  a 
lofs,  which  fhe  might  never  be  able  to  repair.  The  council, 
however,  thought  proper  to  commit  his  lordfhip  to  the 
Tower  J  and  that  they  might  leflen  the  clamours  of  the 
crowd,  arid  give  fome  fatisfadlion  to  the  Dutch,  they  di- 
rected a  committee  to  repair  to  Sheernefs,  where  they  were 
to  make  a  thorough  inquiry  into  the  real  caufes  of  this 
difafter. 

The  fleet  remained  now  und^r  the  command  of  Sir  Ri- 
chard Haddock,  vice-admiral  Killegrew,  and  Sir  John  Afliby, 
who  had  orders  to  put  it  into  the  beft  condition  poflible  ; 
which  they  executed  with  great  diligence,  and  by  the  latter 
end  of  Auguft  had  forty-one  ftiipsof  the  line  under  their 
coinpnand,  exclufiv^  of  the  Puic}> :  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  their 
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a6iivity,  it  was  very  late  in  the  year  before  t  hey  were  able 
to  undertake  any  eflfedlual  feryice  ;  and  by  that  time  it  was 
necefTary  to  lay  up  the  larger  (hips,  the  remainder  being 
found  fufficient  for  the  embarkation  of  a  body  of  troops  un- 
der the  command  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  whofe  win- 
ter expedition  ihall  be  taken  notice  of  in  its  proper  place. 
In  the  mean  time  let  us  return  to  the  proceedings  of  Sir 
Cloudeiley  Shovel,  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command, 
which  we  left,  with  that  of  vice-admiral  Kille;^rew,  in  Ply- 
mouth-found. 

On  the  2iftof  July  rear-admiral  Shovel  received  orders 
to  pfoceed  with  the  (hips  under  his  command  for  Kinfale, 
to  intercept  fome  French  frigates  that  were  faid  to  be  on 
that  coaft.  Arriving  at  Waterford  river,  with  intention  to 
execute  this  commiffion,  he  met  with  the  agreeable  news  of 
lieutenant-general  Kirk's  having  made  hiihfelf  mider  of 
the  town  of , Waterford,  but  was  at  the  fame  time  inform- 
ed, that  Duncannon-caflle,  which  by  its  fituation  com- 
manded the  river,  dill  held  out,  and  that  the  lieutenant 
general  for  want  of  cannon  was  not  likely  to  take  it.  Upon 
this,  confidering  the  importance  of  the  place,  and  that  no 
ufe  could  be  made  of  the  port  of  Wajerford,  while  it^  re- 
mained in  the  hands  oF  the  enemy,  he  fent  advice  to  the 
lieutenant-general  on  the  27th  of  July,  that  he  was  ready 
to  afllft  him  by  fending  fome  frigates  up  the  river,  and  land- 
ing all  the  men  he  could  fpare  out  of  his  fquadron  under 
the  protection  of  their  guns.  Accordingly,  the  next  day 
he  fent  in  the  Experiment  and  the  Greyhound,  two  fmall 
ihips,  to  batter  the  cadle,  and  under  their  fire  landed  be- 
tween fix  and  feven  hundred  men,  all  the  boats  of  the  ileet 
being  employed  in  this  fervice.  The  cadle  ail  this  time 
thundered  upon  them,  though  to  little  purpofe  ;  but,  when 
general  Bourke,  who  commanded  there,  faw  the  men 
landed,  he  thought  tit  to  capitulate,  and  marched  out  at 
the  head  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  their  arms 
and  baggage,  leaving  to  the  Englifh  the  fortiefs,  which 
was  furnilhed  with  forty-two  pieces  of  cannon*  A  noble 
reward  for  one  day's  hard  duty  ! 

;  After  this  happy  fuccefs  the  rear-admiral  failed  for  Lime- 
rick, where  he  was  informed  the  French  had  a  confiderabie 
number  of  ihips ;  but  finding  ibon  after  that  the  enemy 
was  retired,  and  that  his  own  fquadron. began  to  be  in 
want  of  provifions  and  fea-ftores,  he  came  to.  a  refolution 
of  failing  to  Plymouth,  where  he  received  a  confiderabie  re- 
inforcement, with  orders  to  proceed  in  quell  of  the  enemy. 
But  thefe  orders,  which  came  from  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty, 
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ralty,  were  on  the  i8th  of  September  countermanded  by  a 
frelh  Older  from  the  king,  dire6^ing  him  to  detach  ten  Ihips 
into  the  Soundings  for  the  protection  of  the  trade,  and 
to  faij  with  the  reft  for  the  Downs ;  which  he  accordingly 
did. 

After  raifing  the  fiege  of  Limerick,  king  William  re- 
turned into  England,  where,  in  a  council  held  on  the  af- 
fairs of  Ireland,  which  were  ftill  in  a  very  precarious  con- 
dition, many  of  the  great  cities,  and  mod  of  the  convenient 
'ports  being  ftill  held  for  king  James,  the  earl  of  Marlbo- 
rough propofed  a  plan  for  the  immediate  redu£lion  of  that 
idand  :  he  obferved  firi^,  that  our  fleet  was  now  at  Tea, 
and  that  of  the  French  returned  to  Breft,  in  which  fitua- 
tioii,  therefore,  there  was  nothing  to  be  feared  in  relation  to 
defcents.  He  farther  remarked,  that  there  were  at  leaft  five 
thoufand  land-forces  lying  idle  in  England,  which  might  be 
embarked  on  board  the  fleet  even  in  this  late  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  land  time  enough  to  perform  confiderable  fervice. 
The  king  readily  accepted  this  offer,  gave  the  command  of 
the  troops  to  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  and  fent  orders  to 
the  admirals  to  fend  the  great  Hiips  about  to  Chatham,  and 
to  take  on  board  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  the  forces  order- 
ed for  this  fervice. 

The  admii-als  hoifted  their  flag  on  board  the  Kent,  a  third 
rate,  and,  having  embarked  the  troops  with  all  imaginable 
expedition,  arrived  with  them  before  (the  harbour  of  Corke 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  September  in  the  afternoon.  I'he  next  day 
they  attempted  to  enter,  but  were  for  fome  time  prevented 
by  the  fire  of  a  fmall  battery  of  five  g,uns,  from  which, 
however,  the  Irifh  were  foon  driven  by  two  or  three  boats 
full  of  brave  fellows,  and  then  the  whole  fleet  got  into  the 
harbour  without  at]ly  more  interruption.  On  the  23d  the 
forces  were  landed j  and  joined  a  body  of  between  three  and 
four  thoufand  n>en  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
Wirtembergh,  yi^ho,  by  an  ill-timed  difpute  about  the  com- 
mand, had  like  to  have  ruined  the  whole  expedition. 

The-^ity  of  Corke  was  very  well  fortified,  and  had  in  it 
a  body  of  foiur  thoufand  men  :  but  the  earl  of  Marlborough 
having  obferved  that  the  place  was  commanded  by  an  ad- 
jacent hill,  he  ordered  a  battery  to  be  eredled  there  on  the 
^4th,  which  was  performed  with  great  expedition  bv  five 
or  fix  hundred  feamen,  carpenters,  t^c.  and,  after  playing 
on  the  town  for  a  few  hours,  made  fo  confiderable  a  breach, 
that  on  the  25th  the  generals  refolved  to  attack  it,  in  which 
they  were  aflifted  by  ten  pinnaces,  manned  by  feamen  well 
armed  with  hand-granadoes  from  the  fleet.    1'he  befieged 
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were  fo  terriBed  at  this,  that  it  was  eafily  difcerned  the  dif- 
pute  Mould  not  continue  long  ;  and  indeed  the  Irifh  inftantly 
capitulated. 

But  the  very  next  day  the  fleet  received  orders  to  retire, 
which  they  did,  leaving  a  fquadron  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  of  Grafton  to  alTiit  the  general:  but  that  brave 
nobleman,  having  received  a  wound  in  the  (boulder  in  the 
attack  before-mentioned,  died  within  a  few  days,  when  the 
command  devolved  upon  captain  Matthew  Tenant,  who 
was  blown  up  in  the  fireda  in  Corke  harbour ;  and  then  it 
fell  to  captain  Crofts,  who  attended  the  earl  of  Marlborough 
till  after  the  reduction  of  Kinfale,^  as  well  as  Corke,  which 
furrendered  on  the  15th  of  Oftober,  and  then  brought  over 
the  vidlorious  general,  who  was  prefented  to  his  mafter  at 
Kenfington  on  the  28th  of  that  month,  after  having  achiev- 
ed, in  a  very  few  weeks  more  than  all  the  foreign  generals 
had  b^en  able  to  do  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  war  in 
Ireland. 

The  fleet  arrived  in  the  Downs  on  the  8th  of  Oftober, 
bringing  over  with  them,  by  the  earl  of  Marlborough's  de- 
fire,  the  governor  of  Corke,  and  feveral  perfons  of  quality, 
who  were  made  prifoners  when  that  city  was  taken.  There 
the  admirals  received  orders  to  divide  their  fleet  into  fmall 
fquadroiis  for  feveral  fervices,  and  leave  only  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron in  the  Downs  under  the  command  of  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shove!,  who  cruized  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  in  the 
Soundings,  without  any  fuccefs  remarkable  enough  to  de- 
ferve  notice,  except  that  the  Deptford  and  the  Crown,  two 
fmalJ  (hips,  took  a  fmall  French  man  of  war  called  the 
Fripon,  commanded  by  captain  St.  Maroa;  (he  carried  but 
eighteen  guns  and  ten  pattereroes,  and  -but  a  little  before 
had  engaged  four  Dutch  privateers,  whom  (he  obliged  to 
iheer  o(T,  though  with  the  lofs  of  thirty  men  killed  and 
wounded  :  yet  now,  notwithflandihg  her  force  wasfo  much 
weakened,  (he  fought  till  her  captain  and  lieutenants  were 
defperateiy  wounded,  and  her  maftcr  killed  j  nor  did  (he 
yield  at  laft,  till  her  main-maft  was  (hot  away  by  the 
Crown,  and  (he  boar'ded  by  the  crew  of  that  (hip.  When 
the  rearradmiral  had  ended  his  cruize,  he  fent  feme  of  his 
(hips  to  tlie  cbaft  of  Ireland,  others  into  the  Soundings,  and 
returned  with  the  reft  into  the  Downs  ^  and  thus  ended  the 
nival  operations  in  Europe. 

We  next  proceed  to  the  Weft-Indies,  where,  within  the 
compafs  of  this  year,  there  pafled  niany  things  worthy  of 
notice  ;  but  as  the  critical  obfervation  of  time  in  this  cafe 
would  necelTarily  occafion  a  great  deal  of  perplexity  in  the 
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narration,  and  force  us  to  confider  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
muft  render  it  very  obfcure  a$  well  as  unconneded,  we 
(hall  therefore  refer  the  hi(^ory  of  the  naval  tranfadions  there 
to  that  period  in  which  they  were  completed,  and  lo  take  in 
the  whole  together,  uniting  the  circumlbnces  of  the  feveral 
expeditions  in  as  clear  and  fuccin£t  a  manner  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjedt  will  allow. 

The  care  of  the  adminiftration  to  repair  all  part  errors 
in  naval  affairs,  and  to  retrieve  the^  honour  of  the  mari- 
time powers,  appeared  vifible  in  the  meafures  taken  for 
fending  a  great  fleet  early  to  lea  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
1 69 1.  In  order  to  this,  the  week  after  the  earl  of  Tor- 
rington  was  difmiiTed  from  his  command,  Edward  Ruflel, 
£fq;  was  appointed  admiral  and  commander  in  chief,  and 
immediately  received  indrudions  to  ufe  the  utmod  expedi* 
tion  in  drawing  together  the  (hips  of  which  his  fleet  was  to 
be  compofed  j  and  a  lift  of  them,  to  the  number  of  ninety- 
one,  of  which  fifty-feven  were  of  the  line  of  battle,  was 
annexed  to  his  inftru6tions.  He  executed  thefe  diredions 
with  the  utmoft  (kill  and  diligence,  and  by  the  7  th  of  May 
was  ready  to  put  to  fea. 

The  blue  fquadron  was  commanded  by  Henry  Killegrew, 
Efq;  as  admiral.  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  vice-admiral.  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel,  rear-admiral.  Admiral  RufTel  in  the 
Britannia  commanded  the  red  fquadron,  having,  for  his 
vice  and  rear  admirals.  Sir  John  A(hby,  and  George  Rooke, 
£fq}  His  orders  were  to  proceed  in  the  Soundings  as  foon 
as  he  fhould  be  joined  by  the  Dutch,  and  he  was  likewife 
dire£ted  to  take  care  to  block  up  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  French  privateers  from  difturbing  our 
trade.  Thefe  diredlions,  however,  were  but  ir  differently 
executed,  which  our  writers  attribute  to  the  (lowi.e:' 3  of  ths 
Dutch  in  fending  their  (hips  to  join  the  confederate  fleer, 
which  they  had  ftipulated  to  do  by  the  beginning  of  May, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  live  to  eight,  though  bi(hop 
Burnet  fays  of  three  to  five,  of  equal  rates  and  ftrength. 
Secretary  Burchet,  however,  complains,  that  it  was  late 
in  the  inonth  pf  May  before  there  were  twenty-eight  Dutch 
(hips  in  the  fleet,  whereas,  according  to  the  lift  publifhed 
by  the  ftates-general  in  the  fame  month,  there  ought  to  have 
been  forty-fix,  and  thofe  too  very  large  (hips.  This,  how- 
ever, is  certain,  that,  notwithftanding  all  his  (kill  and  care, 
admiral  Ruffd  found  his  fleet  but  indifferently  manned,  and 
very  fcantily  viftualled ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  fo 
perplexed  by  his  orders,  and  with  the  difHculties  ftarted  upon 
every  occafion  by  the  Dutch  admiral,  who  very  probabJy 
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was  as  much  cramped  by  his,  that  a  groat  psrt  of  the 
months  of  May  and  June  were  fpent  to  very  little  purpofe  } 
and,  though  the  French  fleet  was  not  in  fuch  forwardnefs 
this  year  as  it  had  been  the  taft,  yet  it  was  at  fea  fome  time 
before  ours  had  any  intelligence  of  it. 

If  we  may  judge  from  appearances,  one  may  fafely  fay, 
that  Lewis  XIV.  ihcwcd  a  lingular  vanity  in  maintaining  a 
prodigious  naval  force,  to  make  all  Europe  fee  how  foon, 
and  how  effectually,  |his  councils  had  been  able  to  create  a 
maritime  power.     He  had  at  this  time  to  deal  with  the  Cng- 
lilh,  Spaniards,  and  Dutch ;  and,'  as  he  was  now  in  the 
zenith  of  his  glory,  he  exhauiled  his  treafures,  in  order 
to  render  himfelf  mafter  at  fea.     He  appointed  the  count 
d*Eftrees,  vice-admiral  of  France,  to  command  in  the  Me- 
diterranean a  fleet  confifting  of  four  large  men  of  war,  five 
frigates,  twenty-fix  gallies,  and  three  bomb-veflels  ;  iitid,  on 
the  other  hand,  count  Tourvillc  was  dire<Sted  to  afiembic 
the  grand  fleet  intended  for  the  ocean  :  it  confilled  of  three 
fquadrons,  the  white  and  blue  commanded  by  M.  Chattcau 
Renault  in  the  Royal  Dauphin  of  one  hundred  guns  ;  the 
white  fquadron  commanded  by  count  Tourviile  'n\  perfon, 
in  the  Royal  Sun,  the  fined  fliip  in  France,  which  carried 
one  hundred  and  fix  guns ;  the  blue  fquadron  under  the 
marquis  d'Amfreville  in  the  Superb  of  ninety-eight  guns. 
This  fleet,  though  very  confiderable,  and  excellently  pro- 
vided with  every  thing  neceffary,  yet  was  inferior  in  force 
to  that  of  the  confederates  ;    and  therefore  count  Tour- 
viile was  inftru£led  to  avoid  an  engagement  as  much  as 
poflible,  and  to  amufe  the  enemy,  by  keeping,  as  long  as 
might  be,  in  the  channel.     This  great  officer,  did  all  that 
could  be  expelled  from  him,   in  order  to  put  early  to  fea  ; 
but,  in  fpiteof  all  his  diligence  and  application,  it  was  the 
middle  of  June  before  he  left  the  port  of  Breft.     But  then 
it  mud  be  obferved,  that, a  fquadron  had  been   fent  under 
the  command  of  the  marquis  de  Nefmonde  to  carry  fup- 
plies  of  all  forts  for  the  relief  of  king  James's  army  in 
Ireland. 

Thefe  were  indeed  great  things,  and  what,  all  circum- 
ftances  confidered,  one  could  fcarce  conceive  the  French 
able  to  perform  ;  yet  they  were  far  fliort  of  what  it  was  be- 
lieved in  England  at  that  time  they  were  in  a  condition  to 
undertake,  and  therefore  fo  many  accounts  were  fent  to 
our  admiral  from  court,  of  defcents  to  be  made  herei  for- 
ces to  be  convoyed  there,  and  other  flrange  projects,  that 
he  was  hindered  from  purfuing  either  the  orders  that  were 
nrft  given  him,  or  executing  his  own  defigns ;  and,  though 
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he  difcovered  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs  under  this,  yet  he 
continued  for  many  weeks  to  complain  and  obey. 

The  Smyrna  fleet  was  expected  home  this  fpring,  and,  as 
the  Englifh  and  Dutch  had  a  joint  concern    therein  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  four  millions  fterling,  both  nations 
\^ere  extremely  apprehenfive  of  its  being  attacked  by  the  > 
French,  and  therefore  very  precife  orders  were  fent  to  ad- 
miral P^uflel  to  ufe  his  utmoft  care  for  its  prefervation  ;  and 
this  he  performed  with  equal  ioduAry  and  fuccefs;    for, 
having  appointed  Hngle  (hips  to  cruize  for  them  on  every 
point  of  the>compafs;  he  croifed  with  the  body  of  the  fleet 
to  Cape-Cicar,  on  the  Irifh  coafr,  and,  being  off  Kinfale,  j 
received  advic^,  that  the  Smyrna  fleet  was  arrived  fafely  in  '• 
that  harbour*     Upon  this^  he  fent  orders  to  captain  Aylmer  ' 
to  join  him  immediately  with  the  fquadron  under  his  com-  ' 
mand,  refolving  to  condudl  the  Smyrna  fleet  as  far  as  Scilly,  5 
and  then,  if  they  had  a  fair  wind,  to  leave  them  to  proceed 
up  the  channel,  having  flrfl  taken  the  neceflTary  precaution 
of  fending  a  frigate  before  to  i  Plymouth,  that  he  might  be 
fatisfie(|  none  of  the  enemy's  fhips  were  upon  the  coaft. 

Upon  parting  with  this  fleet,  the  admiral  determined  to 
lye  off  Ulhant,  and,  if  the  French  were  gone  from  thence, 
to  follow  them  to  fielle-Ifle;  but,  being  afterwards  of  o- . 
pinion  that  they  lay  in  the  fea  purpofely  to  avoid  him,  he  ti 
altered  his  refolutions,  and  refolved  to  go  into  a  more  pros- 
per (lation  in  fearch  of  them ;  fo  that,  parting  with  the 
Smyrna  fleet  off  Scilly  the  13th  of  July,  he  firfl  bent  his 
courfe  towards  the  French  coafY,  from  whence  he  fent  a 
letter  to  the  fecretary  of  flate,  defiring  that  it  might  be  con- 
fidered,  whether  the  fleet,  before  its  return,  could   be  fer-  ' 
viceable  towards  the  reduction  of  Ireland ;  for  that  the  pro- 
vifions  on  boaid  would  lafl  no  longer  than  the  latter  end  of 
Augud  )  and,  after  that  month  was  expired,  he  thought  it 
not  fafe  for  the  great  fhips  to  be  out  of  harbour,  but  he 
defired  that  fupplics   of  provifion  might  be  ready  at  Ply> 
mouth,  that  fo  the  want  of  them  might  not  incapacitate  the 
fleet  to  perform  any  necefTary  fervice. 

Arriving  in  this  (lation.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was  fent 
to  look  into  Breft,  where  he  faw  about  forty  fail  coming 
out  of  that  port,  which  proved  to  be  a  fleet  of  mcrchant- 
Ihips  from  Brcfagne,  cicorted  by  three  men  of  war.  Sir 
Cloudefley,  to  decoy  thefe  fhips  into  his  hands,  made  ufe  of 
an  excellent  flratagem  :  he  knew  the  French  had  intelli- 
gence that  a  fmall  fquadron  of  their  fleet  had  made  prizes 
of  fev^ral  Englifh  merdiantmen ;  laying  hold,  therefore, 
of  this^iece  of  falfe  news,  he  ordered  part  of  his  fqua- 
dron* 
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dron  to  put  out  French  colours,  and  the  reft  to  take  in 
theirs.  By  this  method  he  thought  to  deceive  the  French, 
who  might  naturally  fuppofe  it  that  fquadron  with  their 
prizes.  This  fucceedcd  in  part  j  but  the  enemy  difcovered 
the  cheat  before  he  was  near  enough  to  do  much  mif- 
chiefi 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  July,  admiral 
RuiTel  fell  in  with  a  convoy  going  to  the  French  fleet  with 
frelh  proviiions  ;  feme  of  thefe  -were  taken,  and  from  them 
he  learnt  that  count  Tourville  had  orders  to  avoid  fight- 
ing, which  he  very  pun£tually  bbeyed,  keeping  fcouts  at  a 
coniiderable  c(i(lance  on  all  points  of  the  compars'1)y  which 
he  could  be  approached,  and  thefe  being  chafed  by  ours, 
they  immediately  ran,  making  iignals  to  others  that  lay 
within  them}  fo  that  it  was  imt>o{rible  tO  coWie-iipwitn 
the  body  of  their  fleet,  though  that  of  the  Englim  and 
Dutch  failed  in  fuch  a  pofture^  that  the  fcouts  eh  each 
wing,  as  well  as  thofe  a-head^nd  a-ftern,  could  in  clear 
weather  fee  twenty  leagues  rouhdi 

The  admiral,  being  fenfible  of  the  dangers  that  inight 
attend  this  fltuation,  wrote  hom^  for  fre(h  orders,  which 
he  received,  but  found  thdm  fo  perplexed,  that,  having 
intelligence  of  ^the  French  fleet  facing  gone  into  Breft,  he, 
in  the  beginning  of  Augufl^^  p&rfuant  to  the  refolutioh  of 
a  council  of  war,  returned  to  Torbay,  from  whence  he 
wrote  up  to  court  to  have  his  laft-Ofdei's  explained.  In  re- 
turn he  was  directed  to  put  to  fea  again^  which  he  did } 
and  notwithflanding  his  frequent  reprefentations  of  the  in- 
convenience of  having  fuch  large  fhips  expofed  to  the 
rough  weather,  which  ufually  happens  about  the  equinox, 
he  was  obliged  to  continue  in  the  Soundings  to  the  id  of 
September,  when  he  met  with  fuch  a  violent  ftorm,  that, 
after  doing  all  that  could  be  done  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  fleet,  he  was  conflrained  to  bear  up  for  fo  dangerous  a 
port  as  Plymouth  ;  and  in  doing  this,  through  the  vio- 
lence of  the  wind,  and  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather,  the 
(hips  were  fo  fcattered,  that  the  greateil  part  of  them 
were  not  feen  when  the  admiral  himfelf  came  to  an  an- 
chor in  the  Sound  j  but,  when  it  grew  fomewhat  clearer, 
one  of  the  fecond  rates  C which  proved  to  be  the  Coro- 
nation) was  difcovered  at  anchor  off  Ram-head,  without 
any  thing  ftanding  but  the  enfign  ftaflF,  and  foon  after 
(he  foundered,  her  commander  captain  Shelton,  together 
with  her  company,  except  a  very  ihconflderable  number, 
being  loft.  Many  of  the  biggeft  (hips  were  not  able  to 
weather  the  eaftermoft  point  of  land  at  the  entrance  into 
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Plymouth  foupd,  and  therefore  were  condrained  to  take 
fanAuary  there,  in  that  unavoidable  confufion,  whicli  a 
lee  (here,  thick  weather,  and  a  very  hard  gale  of  wiiul, 
will  always  occafion,  infomuch  that  the  Harwich,  a  third 
rate,  ran  on  aihore,  and  bulged  near  Mount  Edgcombe- 
houfe,  and  the  Royal  Oak  and  Northumberland  tailed  on 
the  ground,  though  afterwards  they  were  luckily  got  oii\ 
A  great  Dutch  Ihip  was  feen  at  anchor  above  tive  leagues 
in  the  offing,  with  all  her  mafts  gone ;  and  feverai  tliere 
were  that  very  narrowly  efcaped  the  danger  of  the  Kdi- 
ftone.  .  M  ■^'-■•■■^ 

The  admiral  immediately  gave  orders  for  refitting  fuch 
of  the  (hips  as  had  been  damaged  in  the  florn^,  .and  left 
Sir  CloudeHey  Shovel  at  Plymouth  to  fee  it  performed, 
directing  him,  as  foon  as  they  were  in  a  couditibhi  to 
fail,  to  fend  a  fquadron  of  ten  fail  into  the  Soundings 
for  the  fecurlty  of  the  homeward  bound  trade,  himfelf, 
with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  fleering  for  Spithead,  where 
foon  after  he  received  orders  to  fend,  the  largeft,  (hips 
about  to  Chatham,  as  the  Dutoh  admiral  did  to  return 
home,  with  the  iirft  and  fecond  rates  under  his  com- 
mand. Admiral  KufTel  was  likewife  dired^ed*  to  form  a 
fquadron  of  thirty  fail  of  £ngli(h  and  Dutch  (hips  to 
be  fent  to  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  he  according  ap- 
pointed vice  admiral  Delaval  for  this  command,  who  four 
times  attempted  to  execute  his  orders,.. and  was  as  often 
forced  back  by  contrary  winds,  which,  howev^r^  proved 
of  no  detriment  to  the  fervice,  (ince  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived of  the  French  fending  a  fleet  to  Limerick,  proved 
falfe.  Thus  ended  the  naval  operations  of  the  year  1691, 
very  little  to, the  profit,  honour^  or  fatisfadion  of  the  na-  . 
tion.  '  -.itk-  i  ^tn.i  Ai  ■.;•.,.   ■    f 

In  the  fpring   of.  the    year  1692^  a  little  before  the  - 
king  went  to  Holland,  he  began  to  communicate  his  in- 
tentions, as  to  the  employment  of  the  fleet,   to  admiral 
RufTel,  who  had  been  again   appointed   admiral  and  com- 
mander in  chief  by  oommiffion,  dated  December  the  3d, 
169 1.     At  this    time,    however,    he  was  very    far  from 
(landing  in  high  favour.     He  had  expoftulated  freely  wijli 
his  majefty  on  the  difgrace  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  . 
and  lived  on  no  extraordinary  terms  with  the  new  fecrietary  1 
lord  Nottingham ;  but  his  character  as  an  officer,  and  his  / 
known  fteadinefs  in   revolution  principles,  fupportcd  him,  . 
and  the  king  refolved  to  confide  the  fleet  to  his  care  al-  j 
moft  whether  the  admiral  would  or  not. 

.  ,. ■,,.  •■,,     .:■>.!-,'-     The  ; 
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The  principal  thing  that  feems  to  have  been  intended 
v^as,  convincing  not  France  allone,  but  alfo  all  Europe, 
that  the  maritime  powers  were  ftill  lords  of  the  fea,  by 
fitting  out  early  fuch  a  fleet  as  (hould  keep  their  ene- 
mies in  awe,  while  a  defcent  was  made  in  Normandy. 
Something  of  this  kind  king  William  intimated  in  his 
fpeech  to  the  parliament,  and  was  certainly  expeded  both 
by  this  nation  and  the  Dutch.  When,  therefore,  the  king 
left  England  in  the  beginning  of  March,  his  inftru£lion8  to 
admiral  RufTel  were,  to  ufe  all  imaginable  diligence  in 
getting  the  fleet  out  to  fea  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
was  promifed,  that  his  maje(ly  would  not  fail  to  quicken 
the  Dutch. 

As  foon  as  Lewis  XIV.  perceived,  either  through  una* 
votda1>Ie  misfortunes,  or  the  intrigues  of  his  own  mi- 
nifters,  that  it  was  a  thing  impoffibie  to  fupport  the  war 
in  Ireland  any  longer  to  advantage,  he  came  to  a  refo* 
lution  of  employing  the  forces,  that  were  ftill  left  king 
James,  to  ferve  bis  purpofe  another  way^  With  this 
view  he  concerted,  with  the  malecontents  in  England, 
an  invafion  on  the  coaft  of  SufTex }  and  though  for  this 
defign  it  wa?  necefTary  to  draw  together  a  great  number 
of  tranfports,  as  well  as  a  very  confiderabte  body  of  for- 
ces, yet  he  had  both  in  readinefs,  before  it  was  fo  much 
as  fufpe^d  here.  The  land  army  confifled  of  fourteen 
battalions  of  Englifh  and  Irilh  troops,  and  about  nine  thou* 
fand  French^  commanded  by  marfhal  de  Belfondes  }  fo 
that  in  all  there  could  not  be  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand 
men.  The  fleet  of  tranfports  confifled  <jf  three  hundred 
fail,  and  was  well  provided  with  every  thiiig  necefTary 
for  the  invafion.  In  fhott,  nothing  was  wanting  to  the 
execution  of  this  defign,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  but 
the  arrival  of  count  d'Eftrce's  fquadfon  of  twelve  men  of 
war^  which  was  to  efcort  the  embarkation,  while  the 
c6uht  de  Tourville  cruized  in  the  channel  with  the  grand 
fleets  which  was  alforeadv  to  put  to  fea,  but  was  detained 
by  contrary  windsi  Thmgs  being  in  this  fituation,  king 
James  fent  over  colonel  Parker,  and  fome  other  agents  of 
hisi  to  give  his  friends  intelligence  of  his  moti- 
ons; and  fome  of  thefe  people,  in  hopes  of  reward, 
gave  the  firft  clear  account  of  the  whole  defign  to  our  go- 
vernment at  home ;  upon  which,  order  after  order  was  fent 
to  admiral  RufiTel  to  haften  out  to  fea,  in  whatever  con- 
dition the  fleet  might  be  at  this  time. 

There  were  at   this  very  critical  juncture   two  cond- 
derable  fqiiadrons  at  fea }  one  under  the  command  of  Sir 
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Ralph  Delaval,  which  was  fent  to  bring  home  a  fleet 
of  merchantmen  from  the  Mediterranean,  the  other  un- 
der admiral  Carter,  near  the  French  coafl.  It  was  ap- 
prehended, that  the  French  would  have  endeavoured  to 
intercept  the  former,  and  therefore,  on  the  lafl  of  Febru- 
ary, orders  were  fent  by  the  Groin  packet-boat  to  vice 
admiral  Delaval,  to  avoid  coming  near  cape  St.  Vincent, 
but  rather  to  fail  to  Dingle  bay,  the  mouth  of  the  Shan- 
non, or  fome  other  port  thereabouts.  But,  for  fear 
thefe  orders  might  not  reach  him  foon  enough  at  Cadiz, 
an  advice  boat  was  ordered  to  cruize  for  him  off  Cape- 
Clear,  with  inftru£tions  to  put  into  Corke  or  Kinfale. 
However,  both  thefe  orders  miii^d  him,  and  he  was  fo 
fortunate  as  to  arrive  in  the  beginning  of  March  fafe  in 
the  Downs. 

As  for  rear  admiral  Carter,  he  was  ordered  to  continue 
cruizing  with  his  fquadton  of  eighteen  fail,  as  near  the 
French  coaft  as  it  was  poflible,  in-  order  to  be  the  better 
and  more  certainly  informed  of  what  they  were  doing. 
His  majefty  king  William,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  Hol- 
land, took  care  to  haften  the  naval  preparations  with  un- 
ufual  diligence ;  fo  that  the  fleet  was  ready  to  put  to 
fea  much  fooner  than  had  been  expelled,  or  at  leaft 
much  fooner  than  it  had  done  the  year  before,  and  was 
aifo  in  a  much  better  condition.  As  for  our  admiral, 
he  went  on  board  in  the  beginning  of  May ;  and,  ob- 
ferving  how  great  advantage  the  French  might  reap  by 
the  divifion  of  fuch  confiderable  fquadrons  from  our  fleet, 
his  firft  care  was  to  write  to  court  on  this  fubjed,  and 
to  defire,  that  a  certain  place  might  be  fixed  for  their 
conjun^lioHy  and'  that  timely  notice  be  given  to  all  per- 
fons  concerned.  In  return  to  this,  he  had  orders  fent 
him  to  cruize  between  cape  la  Hogue  and  the  Ide  of  Wight, 
till  the  fquadrons  (hould  join  with  him,  though  he  had 
propofed  the  jun£tion  (hould  be  made  off  Beachy-head. 
However,  he  obeyed  his  orders  as  foon  as  he  received 
tliem,  and  plyed  down  through  the  fands  with  a  very 
fcanty  wind,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  of  his  of- 
ficers, and  all  the  pilots,  who  were  againft  hazarding  fo 
great  a  fleet  in  fo  dangerous  an  attempt;  and  yet  to 
this  bold  ftroke  of  the  admiral,  which  was  his  own,  v/as 
owing  all  his  following  fuccefs. 

On  the  8th  the  fleet  came  fafe  off  Rye,  and  that  night 
the  admiral  fent  to  the  Dutch  admiral  to  weigh  and  make 
fail  after  him,  that  no  time  might  be  loft ;  and  he  alfo 
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fent  a  fquadron  of  fmall  (hips  to  look  for  Sir  Ralph  £)e- 
laval)  being  in  great  pain  till  the  whole  confederate  fleet 
was  in  a  body.  On  the  nth  of  May  he  failed  from  Rye- 
bay  for  St.  Helen'S)  where  in  two  days  time  he  was  joined 
by  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  ami  rear  admiral  Carter,  with  their 
fquadrons.  While  they  lay  there,  the  admiral  received  a 
letter  froin  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  as  fecretary  of  itate, 
written  by  queen  Mary's  dire<Stion«  wherein  he  was  in- 
formed, that  a  fcandalous  report  was  fpread,  as  if  fome  of 
the  officers  of  their  majedies  fleet  were  difafFe£led,  or  not 
hearty  in  their  fervice }  and  that  her  majefty  had  there- 
upon been  prefled  to  the  difcharge  of  many  of  them  from 
their  employments  :  but  her  majefty  charged  the  admiral 
to  acquaint  bis  officers,  that  (he  was  fatisfied  this  report 
was  raifed  by  the  enemies  of  the  government,  and  that  (he 
repofedfo  entire;  a  confidence  in  their  fidelity,  that  (he  had 
refolvednot  todtfplace  fo  much  as  one  of  them.  Upon 
this  the  flag  officers  and  captains  drew  up  a  very  dutiful 
aiid  loyal  addrefs,  dated  from  on  board  the  Britannia  at  St. 
Helen^,  May  the  15th,  1692,  which  was  the  fame  day 
tranfmitted  to  eouit^  and  on  the  next  prefemed  by  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  to  her  majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to 
make  this  wife  and  gracious  anfwer,  which  was  publifhed 
that  night  in  the  Gazette  :  *'  I  always  had  this  opinion  of 
^*  the  commanders,-  but  I  am  glad  this  is  come  to  fati;>iy 
•«  others." 

When  all  the  (hips,  EngH(h  and  Dutch,  were  come  to- 
geth^,  the  admiral  propofed,  that  a  fmall  detachment  of 
itx  or  eight  frigates  might  be  fent  to  hover  about  the  coaft 
of  Normandy ,;  that  at  the  fame  time  the  forces  intended 
for  a  def<ient  (hould  embark,  and  be  landed  at  St.  Maloes, 
and  the  grand  fleet  He  weftward  of  that  place,  in  order  to 
protect  them  from  the  enemy.  This  propofition  being 
in  part  approved,  he  detached  fix  light  (hips  to  gjiin  in- 
telKgence  ;  and,  it  being  left  to  him  to  proc^d  as  a  coun- 
cil of  war  (hould  advife,,  he  oh  the  18th  of  May  failed  for 
the  coaft  of  France.  The  next  day,  about  three  in  the 
morning,  the  fcouts,  weftward  of  the  fleets  fired  fwivel 
guns,  and,  being  in  a  fhort  time  in  fight,  made  the  fignal 
of  difcovering  the  enemy*  Immediately  orders  Were  given 
for  drawing  into  a  line  of  battle,  and  the  fignal  was  made 
for  the  rear  of  the  fleet  to  tack,  in  order  to  engage  the 
fooner,  if  the  French  had  ftood  to  the  northward.  A  lit- 
tle after  four,  the  fun  difperfing  the;  fog»  the  enemy  were 
feen  ftanding  to  the  fouthward.  The  admin^  upon  this 
caufed  the  fignal  for  the  rear  to  tack  to  be  takei.  in,  and 
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bore  away  with  his  (hip  fo  far  to  leeward,  as  that  each 
(hip  in  the  fleet  might  fetch  his  wake,  and  then  be 
brought  to,  and  lay  by,  with  his  fore-top-fail  to  the  maft, 
that  (o  others  miglit  have  the  better  opportunity  of  placing 
themfelves  according  to  the  manner  formerly  diretSed  on  fuch 
an  occafion. 

The  confederate  fleet  was  in  good  order  by  eight,  hav- 
ing the  Dutch  fquadron  in  the  van,  the  red  in  the  centre^ 
and  the  blue  in  the  rear.  About  ten  the  French  fleet  bore 
down  upon  them  with  great  refolution.  About  half  an 
hour  after  eleven  count  Tourville  in  the  Royal  Sun^ 
brought  to,  and  began  the  adion  with  admiral  RufTelj  be- 
ing within  three  quarters  mufket-(hot«  He  plyed  his  guns 
very  warmly  till  one,  but  then  began  to  tow  off  in  great 
diforder,  his  rigging,  fails,  and  top-fail  yards  being  very 
much  wounded.  About  two  the  windfhifted  ;  fo  that  five 
of  the  enemy's  blue  fquadron  pofled  themfelves,  three  a- 
head,  and  two  a-ftcrn  of  their  adniiraly  and  fired  Very 
brifkiy  till  after  three.  The  admiral  and  his  two  feconds, 
Mr.  Churchill  and  Mr.  Aylmer,  had  all  thefe  (hips  to  deal 
with.  There  was  fo  thick  a  fog  about  four,  that  the  ene- 
my could  not  be  feen  J  and,  as  foon  as  it  was  cleared  up^ 
the  French  admiral  was  difcovered  towing  awaiy  northward^ 
upon  which  the  admiral  followed  him^  and  made  the  lig- 
nal  for  chafing. 

While  this  pafted  between  the  admirals,  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  was  got  to  the  windward  of  count  Tourville's 
fquadron,  and  engaged  them ;  but,  the  fog  growing  darker 
than  before,  they  were  forced  to  anchor :  and  about  this 
time  it  was  that  captain  Haftings,  in  the  Sandwich^  was 
killed,  driving  through  thofe  fhips  of  the  enemy^  by  rea- 
fon  his  anchors  were  not  clear.  The  weather  clearing  up 
a  little,  the  French  followed  their  flyifig  admiral,  and  the 
Engl ifh  chafed  the  bed  they  could.  About  eight  in  the 
evening  it  grew  foggy  again,  and  part  of  the  Englifh  blue 
fquadron,  having  fallen  in  with  the  enemy,  engaged  a- 
bout  half  an  hour,  till  they,  having  loft  four  (hips,  bore 
away  for  Conquet-Road.  In  this  fhort  a6^ion  rear  ad- 
miral Carter  was  killed,  whofe  laft  words  effe^ually  con- 
futed the  bafe  reports  fpread  to  blemifh  his  reputation  j  for« 
finding  himfelf  mortally  vvounded,  he  recommended  to 
captain  Wright,  who  commanded  hit  (hip,  to  fight  her  as 
long  as  ihe  could  fwim. 

The  20th  of  May  proved  fo  foggy^  that  it  was  eight 
o'clock  beforc'the  Dutch  difcovered  the  enemy  i  and  then 
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the  whole  fleet  began  to  chafe,  the  French  crowding  away 
weftward.  About  four  in  the  afternoon  both  fleets  an- 
chored }  about  ten  they  weiehed  again,  and  about  twelve 
admiral  RufTers  fore-top-maft  came  by  the  board. 

On  the  22d,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  theEnglifh 
fleet  continued  the  chafe  with  all  the  fuccefs  they  could 
defire :  about  eleven  the  French  admiral  ran  afliore,  and 
cut  away  her  mafts  ;  upon  this  her  two  feconds  plyed  up 
to  her,  and  other  fliips  began  to  hover  about  them ;  upon 
which  the  admiral  fent  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  who  was  in  the 
rear,  to  keep  with  him  a  ftrength  fufiicient  to  deftroy  thofe 
fliips,  and  to  fend  the  reft,  that  were  under  his  command, 
to  join  the  body  of  the  fleet.  In  the  evening  a  great 
number  of  the  enemy's  fliips  were  feen  going  into  La 
Hogue.  On  the  23d  the  admiral  fent  in  Sir  Geoi^e  Rooke, 
with  feveral  men  of  war,  Are  fliips,  and  all  the  boats  of  the 
fleet,  to  deftroy  thefe  fliips  in  the  bay.  On  their  enter- 
ing, it  was  perceived,  that  there  were  thirteen  fail;  but 
they  were  got  up  fo  high,  that  none  but  the  fmall  fri- 
gates could  do  any  fervice.  Sir  George,  however,  was  re* 
folved  to  execute  nis  orders  ;  and  therefore,  having  manned 
his  boats,  he  went  in  perfon  to  encourage  the  attempt, 
burnt  fix  of  thein  that  night,  and  the  other  feven  the  next 
morning,  together  with  a  great  number  of  tranfport  fliips, 
and  other  veflels  laden  with  ammunition.  One  would 
think  this  was  a  remarkable  piece  of  fervice :  indeed  it 
was  by  much  the  greateft  that  happened  durine  the  whole 
aflair  *,  for  it  was  performed  under  a  prodigious  nre  from  the 
enemy's  battery  on  fliore,  and*  within  fight  of  the  Irifh 
camp,  and  with  the  lofs  only  of  ten  men :  yet  bifliop  Bur- 
net, by  an  odd  ftroke,  either  of  ill  humour,  or  great  negli> 
gence,  has  thought  fit  to  blame  Sir  George,  as  if  he  had 
not  been  much  inclined  to  fight. 

Sir  John  Afliby,  with  his  own  fquadron  and  fome  Dutch 
fliips,  purfued  the  reft  of  the  French  fleet,  till  they  ran 
through  the  race  of  Alderney,  among  fuch  rocks  and  flioals 
as  our  pilots  were  abfolutely  againft  following  them ;  for 
which  that  admiral  has  been  alfo  cenfured,  though  per- 
haps without  caufe,  fince  fome  of  the  ableft  feamenin  Eng- 
land were  of  opinion,  that  there  could  not  be  a  more  def- 
perate  undertaking  than  the  flight  of  the  French  fliips 
though  that  pafla'ge.  But,  though  dcfpair  might  juftify 
them,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  me  an  argument,  that  Sir 
John  Afliby  ought  to  have  followed  them. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  though  the  confederate  fleet 
was  near  double  to  that  of  the  French,  yet  fcarce  half  of 
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it  could  engage,  which  was  owing  to  their  original  difpo- 
(ition,  (by  which,  as  the  reader  may  remember,  the  blue 
fquadron,  of  which  Sir  George  Rooke  was  vice  admiral, 
was  directed  to  tack  northward,  and  to  weather),  not  at 
all  to  any  deficiency  in  that  admiral,  as  bifhop  Burnet  al- 
ledges ;  yet  the  defeat  was  one  of  the  moil  fignal  that  ever 
happened  at  fea.  If,  indeed.  Sir  John  Afhby  could  have 
reached  thofe  that  took  Hielter  in  8t.  Maloes,  it  had  in  a 
good  meafure  put  an  end  to  the  French  power  at  fea.  As 
it  was,  we  muft  acknowledge  it  a  mod  glorious  vi^lory,  and 
that  we  ought  to  pay  ajuft  tribute  of  praife  to  the  me- 
mories, of  all  the  brave  men  who  achieved  it. 

We  find  this  affair,  notwithflanding  all  the  ruinous  con- 
fequences  that  attended  it,  treated  in  fuch  a  flyle  by  the 
French  writers,  as  to  make  it  appear  rather  a  vI<^ory  than 
a  defeat  j  and  all  this  founded  on  the  fingle  circumftance  of 
their  attacking  the  Englifh  fleet.  In  order  ta  explain 
that,  we  mud  obferve,  that  count  Tourville  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  take  this  ftep,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
which  were  fo  exprefs,  that  they  did  not  leave  any  room 
for  him  to  exercife  his  judgment.  He  called  a  council  of 
war  indeed,  the  night  before  the  engagement,  where- 
in mofl  of  the  officers  gave  their  opinions, .  that,  cond- 
dering  the  fuperiority  of  the  confederate  fleet,  and  the  iitu- 
ation  themfelves  were  in,  it  was  moft  prudent  to  avoid  fight- 
ing. Upon  this,  after  declaring  his  own  fentiments  to  be 
the  fame  with  theirs,  he  pronounced  the  king's  orders, 
which  appeared  to  be  fo  precife  for  fighting  the  Englifh, 
whether  flrong  or  weak,  that  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
obey  them.  Several  reafons  haye  been  afligned  for  the 
French  king's  giving  fuch  orders. 

After  a  particular  account  of  the  firft  day's  engagement, 
the  marquis  de  Quincy  proceeds  thus  :  **  As  to  the  ad- 
**  vantage  gained  in  this  action,  it  mufl  be  allowed  us, 
*'  that  count  Tourville  did  not  lofe  fo  much  as  a  fhip, 
*«  nor  had  he  any  that  were  difabled  ;  while^  on  the  other 
"  hand,  the  enemy  loft  two,  one  funk,  and  the  other  dif- 
**  abied.  The  reft  of  their  thips  were  as  ill  treated  as  his, 
"  befides  their  fpending  abundance  of  fire  fhips  without 
"  any  effeft.  Thus,  in  fpite  of  the  prodigious  inequality 
*«  of  the  fleets,  the  fuccels  was  at  leaft  equal  in  the  firft 
"  day's  engagement :  it  is  true,  it  happened  othcrwife  in 
**  the  fucceeding  days,  in  which,  however,  there  fell  out 
**  nothing  that  ought  to  tarnifh  the  reputation  of  France  at 
"  fea,  fmce,  while  there  remained  any  room  for  courage 
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**  to  exert  itfelf,  they  not  only  atSled  gallantly  in  their  own 
••  defence,  but  made  them  refpefled  by  their  enemies. 
<*  What  afterwards  followed  was  the  effect  of  unforefeen  ac- 
.*'  cidents  and  inevitable  misfortunes." 

Yet,  after  this  fine  flourifh,  the  marquis  fairly  confelTes, 
the  French  flags  ran  for  it,  and  that  their  other  fhips 
did  the  beft  they  could  to  follow  them  ;  but  partly  through 
the  want  of  fafc  ports  on  their  coaAs,  and  partly  through 
the  vigorous  purfuit  of  the  Englilh,  they  were  burnt  and 
deftroyed  in  the  manner  before-related.  Neither  doth  this 
writer,  or  any  other  of  the  French  hiliorians,  pretend  to 
diminiih  their  own  lofs,  or  to  fay  that  our  admira^is  did 
not  do  their  duty.  On  the  contrary  they  afcribci  the  fafc 
retreat  of  part  of  their  Ihips  into  the  road  of  St.  Maloes  to 
their  lucky  pafTage  through  that  dangerous  Streight  which  I 
have  before  mentioned' 

When  admiral  RufTel  wgs  fatisHed,  that  the  grand  fleet 
could  not  do  any  farther  fervice  againfl  the  French,  he'  re- 
folved  to  return  to  St.  Helen's,  as  well  to  refit  the  vefl*els 
that  were  damaged  in  the  late  adlipn,  as  to  obtaiti  a  fupply 
of  proviflons  and  amniunition.  This  defign  he  executed 
very  happily,  fince  he  had  fcarce  left  the  French  coaft,  be- 
fore the  weather  became  fo  tempeAuous,  that  his  heavy  fliips 
mud  have  fuffered  exceedingly,  and  fuch  as  had  loft  their 
mafls  would  probably  have  pcriflied.  Yet  this  meafure,  fo 
prudent  in  itfelf,  and  fo  foftunate  in  its  event,  has  beeti 
cenfured,  as  If  the  admiral  had  fliewri  too  great  eagernefs  to 
be  at  home,  and  too  little  care  to  profecute  nis  viftory. 

However,  before  he  took  this  ftep,  he  left  Sir  John  Afli- 
^y  with  twelve  Englifh  fliips,  and  three  fire  fliips,  in  ^on- 
jun£lion  with  a  Dutch  fquadron  of  like  force,  commanded 
by  vice  admiral  Callemberg,  with  orders  to  fail  for  Havre  de 
Grace,  and  to  endeavour  the  deflrudion  of  fo  many  of  the 
French  fleet  as  had  taken  (belter  there  ;  which  fervice,  in- 
deed, they  did  not  perform^  the  enemy's  fltuation,  and  the 
ilormy  weather,  rendering  it  altog;ether  impracticable.  So 
that  to  blame  the  admiral  for  hot  expoflng  the  fleet,  when 
it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  have  done  any  thing,  is  to 
ihew  a  difpofition  of  flnding  fault  at  the  nation's  fafety, 
lince  fucceeding  commanders  are  not  like  to  ufe  their 
judgments  freely,  when  they  And  their  predeceflbrs  fufFer 
in  reputation  for  doing  what  prudence,  and  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  the  fleet,  dire£)?ed.  The  principal  reafon,  which 
influenced  admiral  RuflTel  on  this  occafioh,  was  his  diefire 
to  make  the  mod  of  his  vidory^  by  immediately  taking 
on  board  the  troops  intended  for  a  defcent,  and  carrying 
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them  over,  with  all  poflible  expedition,   to  the  coaft  of 
France.  ■  ^^-  'ir^f-p 

It  is  not  eafy  to  give  any  account  of  this  defcent,  (Ince 
neither  our  public  hiflorians,  nor  the  writers  of  public  me- 
moirs, have  been  able  to  leave  us  any  certain  Tcheme  of 
this  deHgn  farther  than  that  it  was  to  be  a  defcent  on  the 
French  coafl,  in  order  to  alarm  and  di(lra£i:  the  nation. 
Thus  much  is  certain,  that  both  we  and  the  Dutch  feemed 
to  have  very  great  confidence  in  this  expedition,  which  was 
provided  for  at  a  vaft  expence,  in  order  to  which  a  promo- 
tion of  officers  was  made  on  purpofe.  At  firft  fcveral  re- 
giments of  hprfe  were  intended  to  have  been  fent ;  but  at 
lad  thefe  were  reduced  to  fifty  horfe,  and  two  hundred 
dragoons.  It  is  evident  enough  from  this  condu6l,  that  ad- 
miral RufTel  was  not  in  the  fecret  of  this  fcheme,  if  in- 
deed there  was  any  fuch  fecret,  but  knew  in  general  only, 
that  thefe  troops  were  deflgned  to  land  in  France,  and 
therefore  he  thought  this  the  moft  proper  opportunity  for 
executing  the  proje£^,  be  it  what  it  would. 

This  was  his  great  motive  for  returning  to  the  Englifh 
coaft  J  and,  to  be  fure,  He  acted  therein  with  great  judg- 
ment and  prudence.  In  his  paiTage,  however,  he  met  with 
very  rough  weather,  atid,  on  his  arrival,  with  a  very  great 
difappointment ;  for  indead  of  finding  the  troops  ready  to 
embark,  and  himfelf  furnished  with  orders  and  inftru<Slions 
for  the  execution  of  the  enterprize,  he  was  informed  by 
letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  that  no  certain  refolu- 
tion  was  as  yet  taken  in  what  fervice  to  employ  them, 
but  that  this  was  left  to  be  fettled  by  a  general  council  of 
land  and  fea-officers,  when  the  fleet  and  the  tranfports 
fhould  be  joined.  The  plain  fource  of  all  this  confufion 
was,  that  the  miniflers  of  (late  v^ere  not  difpofed  to  take 
upori  themfelves  the  direftion  of  an  affair,  which  they 
were  apprehenfive  would  mifcarry,  but  were  willing  to  put 
it  upon  the  land  and  fea  officers,  that  they  alone  might  re- 
main accountable  for  whatever  happened^ 

At  lafl,  very  late  in  the  month  of  July,  the  tranfports, 
with  the  forces  on  board,  joined  the  fketi ',  and  on  the  28th 
of  the  fame  month,  a  council  of  war  was  held  on  board 
the  Breda,  where  the  fchcmes  or  rather  hints  of  th«  mi- 
niftry  were  ferioufly  confidered,  and,  upon  tlie  whole,  re- 
folved  to  be  impracticable.  The  admiral,  ho\vever,  knt 
Sir  John  Alhby  with  a  flout  fquadron  to  endeavour,  if 
poffible,  to  intercept  the  French  fleets  which  was  every  day 
expe(^ed  to  ^ail  from  St.  Matoe*s  to  Bred  ;  and,  as  foon  a$ 
this  was  done,  theadniiral,  with  tli^  refl  of  the  fleet  and 
tranfports,  failed  for  La  Hogue. 
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Secretary  Burchet  Teems  to  fay,  that  in  his  paiTage  he  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  queen  to  return,  and  that,  in  obe- 
dience to  thefe  orders,  he  came  back  in  a  few  days  to  St. 
Helen's.  Yet  there  is  fomething  very  improbable  in  this, 
if  we  confider,  that  as  foon  as  an  exprefs,  detached  by  the 
duke  of  Leinfter,  arrived  at  Whitehall  with  this  news,  the 
queen  fent  down  to  the  fleet  the  marquis  of  Caermarthen 
then  lord-prefident  of  the  council,  the  earl  of  Devonihire 
lord-ileward,  the  earl  of  Dorfet  lord-chamberlain,  the  earls 
of  Nottingham  and  Rochefter,  and  the  lords  Sidney  and 
Cornwallis,  to  know  the  reafon  of  their  return,  and  to 
take  proper  meafures  for  their  putting  to  fea  again  immedi- 
ately. Thefe  lords  on  their  arrival  found  all  the  troops  ex- 
cept two  regiments,  on  board,  and  the  fleet  wind-bound. 
Every  body  then  expedted  that  the  troops  would  reimbark, 
and  at  laft  they  did  fo  ;  but,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  France, 
they  failed  under  the  efcort  of  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war, 
part  to  Oftend,  and  part  to  Newport.  There  were  two 
hundred  and  forty  tranfport-ihips,  fix  or  feven  thoufand 
men,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  ammunition  of  all  forts, 
and  whatever  feemed  requifite  for  executing  a  great  defign, 
though  fo  little  came  of  it. 

One  cannot  wonder,  that,  on  fo  flagrant  a  mifcarriage  as 
this,  the  mouths  of  all  the  world  were  opened.  The  £ng- 
liih,  who  are  not  very  famous  for  their  patience  on  fuch 
occaiions,  made  no  difficulty  of  faying,  that  the  nation 
was  plundered  and  abufed,  and  that,  after  immenfc/  fums 
were  drawn  out  of  the  people's  pockets  by  the  mofl  grie- 
vous and  burdenfome  taxes,  they  wore  idly  fquandered 
away  with  chimerical  projects.  The  Dutch  fcrupled  not  to 
exclaim  againfl  the  treachery  of  the  king's  counfellors,  and 
to  affirm  that  every  thing,  that  was  tranfa£led  at  London, 
was  fo  fpeedily  betrayed  to  the  French  court,  that  it  was  in 
vain  to  hope  any  fuccefs  from  defigns  concerted  there.  The 
French,  according  to  their  ufual  manner,  exulted  flrangely 
on  their  deliverance,  and  attributed  to  the  wifdom  and 
power  of  Lewis  XIV.  what  was  the  pure  effeA  of  crofs  ac- 
cidents and  party  refentments. 

After  fending  thefe  troops  into  Flanders,  the  great  fhips 
^vere  ordered  about  to  Chatham,  and  the  fleet  divided  into 
fquadrons,  as  was  judged  ipofl  convenient  for  the  fervice  : 
^nd  thus  ended  the  public  tranfadions  of  this  year. 

This  circumftance  of  our  lofing  fo  many  fhips,  after  fa 
great  a  victory  at  fea,  excited  much  clamour,  efpecially  a- 
mong  the  merchants,  though  the  reafons  afTigned  for  it  by 
the  board  of  admiralty  we^re  very  p)aufible  at  leaft,  if  not 
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fatisfadlory.  They  faid,  that  the  lofs  the  French  fuftained 
To  early  in  the  year  was  the  occaHon  of  their  feainen  being 
difmifled  the  king*s  fervice,  and  fuffered  to  go  on  board  pri- 
vateers, which  rendered  them  more  numerous,  and  of  greater 
force  than  ever,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  our  iceeping  (o 
great  a  fleet  fo  long  at  Tea  rendered  it  impoflTible  for  the  ad- 
miralty to  furni(h  the  merchants  with  proper  convoys,  at 
the  fame  time  that  fo  large  a  number  of  men,  as  were  em- 
ployed on  board  the  navy,  forced  our  commanders  of  mer. 
chant- (hips  to  proceed  m  their  refpe6live  voyages  worf^^ 
manned  thanufual. 

The  king  opened  the  feflions  of  parliament  on  the  4th  of 
November,  in  which  he  took  notice  both  of  their  great 
fuccefs,  and  great  difappointments  at  fea,  which  gave  occa- 
fion  to  the  fubfequent  inquiries.  On  the  i  iththe  houfe  of 
commons  thanked  admiral  Ruflfel,  in  very  ftrong  terms,  for 
his  courage  and  conduA  in  the  affair  of  La  Hogue ;  but 
this  did  not  prevent  a  warm  debate  on  account  of  the  op< 
portunities  that  were  faid  to  be  lofl:  after  that  (ignal  vidory. 
The  admiral  fumi(hed  the  houfe  with  all  the  letters,  papers, 
and  inftrudlions  that  were  neceffary  for  their  information, 
and  entered  into  a  large  account  of  the  whole  affair.  Then 
Sir  John  Afhby  was  examined  as  to  his  not  executing  the 
orders  that  were  given  him  to  deftroy  the  French  (hips  which 
got  into  St.  Maloe's.  Sir  John  cleared  himfelf  fo  hand- 
fomely,  and  fet  the  whole  matter  in  fo  fair  a  light,  that 
the  fpeaker,  by  order  of  the  houfe,  took  notice  of  his  in- 
genuous behaviour  at  the  bar,  which  gave  fuch  fatisfadion, 
that  he  was  difmifled  from  farther  attendance. 

The  warmth  the  parliament  had  expre(red  in  providing 
for  the  fea-fervice,  joined  to  the  clamour  that  had  been  raif- 
ed  on  the  defeat  of  the  late  expedition,  obliged  the  king  to 
take  very  early  care  of  whatever  related  to  the  affairs  of  the 
navy,  that  nothing  might  hinder  the  fending  a  ftout  fleet  to 
fea  m  the  beeinnii^  of  the  fpring.  In  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary, thererore,  his  majefly  was  pleafed  to  make  a  great 
change  in  the  command  of  the  fleet,  in  which  he  was 
fuppofed  to  follow  chiefly  the  advice  of  the  earl  of  Not- 
tingham. Inftead  of  appointing  an  admiral  and  comman- 
der in  chief,  he  granted  a  commidlon  to  Henry  Killegrew, 
Efq;  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  to  ex- 
ecute that  office.  Bifhop  Burnet  fays,  that  the  two  firft 
were  thought  to  be  fo  much  in  king  James's  intereft,  that  it 
was  believed  the  king  was  putting  the  fleet  into  the  hands 
of  fuch  as  would  betray  him ;  for,  though  no  exception  lay 
againft  Shovel,  yet  he  was  but  one  or  two.    Whether  the 
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hifhop's  conjc£lure  was  well  grounded  or  not,  I  cannot  pr^. 
jTcnd  to  determine  j  but  the  event  very  fully  proved,  that 
fuch  a  joint  commiflion  was  a  very  bad  expedient.  Soon 
after  his  majcfty  made  George  Roolce,  Efqj  vice-admiral  of 
ihe  red,  and  Matthew  Aylmcr,  £fq;  rear-admiral  of  that 
fquadron,  John  lord  Berkley,  vice-admiral,  and  David 
Mitchell,  Efoj  rear-adniiral  of  the  blue ;  and  thefe  pro- 
motions were  declared  on  the  8th  of  February  following. 

'  To  give  Hill  a  higher  proof  of  the  king's  concern  for, 
and  attention  to  this  neceflafy  part  of  the  public  fervice, 
his  majelly  foon  after  went  djwn  to  Portfmouth,  as  well 
iro  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  place  and  its  fortifications, 
as  to  examine  in  perfon  into  the  condition  of  that  part  of 
the  fleet  which  was  then  there.  Oh  this  occafion  his  ma- 
jefty  went  on  board  the  Ihip  where  vice-admiral  Rooke  had 
hoirted  his  flag,  and  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood 
upon  the  admiral  ;  after  which  he  returned  to  London  very 
well  fatisfied  as  t6  the  condition  of  the  fleet  at  Spithead. 
On  the  1 2th  of  April  the  right  honourable  Anthony,  lord» 
vifcount  Falkland,  Sir  John  Lowther  of  Whitehaven,  ba- 
ronet, Henry  Prieftman,  Efq;  Robert  Auften,  Efq;  Sir 
Ralph  Delaval,  knight,  were  appointed  commiflioners  of 
the  admiralty.     -       •  ^     • 

The  war  in  Flanders  requiring  his  majefty's  prefence  early 
in  the  fpring,  the  admirals  were  inftrudled  to  inake  all 
poflible  difpatch  in  getting  out  the  fleet  to  fea,  to  erjdeavour, 
if  poflible,  to  block  up  the  enemy  in  their  ports,  efpecially 
in  Bi'eft,  which  was  thought  very  pra<^icablc,  and  to  take 
all  poflible  care  of  the  merchants.  In  order  to  comply 
with  the  firft  part  of  their  charge,  they  began  to  take  half 
the  feamen  out  of  privateers  ;  but  this,  notwithflanding 
the  prefllng  occafions  of  the  public,  and  the  great  fcarcity 
of  men,  was  thought  fo  heavy  a  grievance,  and  was  beiides 
fo  vifible  a  favour  to  the  enemy,  that  it  was  dropped.  Then 
live  regiments  of  foot  were  put  on  board,  vvith  a  view  to 
the  debarkment  at  Brefl,  which  was  a  fcheme  of  fome  of 
the  land -admirals,  and  was  always  thought,  by  the  ablefl: 
of  our  feamen,  a  very  dangeroiis,  and^  at  the  fame  time  a 
very  imprafticable  projeft.  Provifions  running  fcarce,  a 
mefs  was  increafed  from  four  to  fix  men  ;  and  yet,  in  fpite 
«f  all  tbefe  contrivances,  they  were  not  able  to  form  a  line 
of  battle  at  St.  Helen's  till  the  yth  of  May,  1693,  which 
loft  them  the  opportunity  of  blocking  up  either  of  the 
Frcnth  fquadrons. 

When  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  fleets  joined,  they  made  a 
formidable  appearance,  and  every  body  eJcpedled  fomething 
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very  confiderable  would  be  performed.  It  appeared,  how- 
ever, but  too  foon,  that  things  were  in  their  old  condition '; 
that,  the  admirals  had  not  proper  orders  to  warrant  their 
doing  any  thing  of  moment,  and  were  too  much  divided  in 
their  opinion^,  to  undertake  any  thing  of  themfelves.  In 
(hort,  the  only  thing  they  could  refolve  on  wias,  that  Sit* 
George  Rooke  (hould  command  the  fquadron  appointed  to 
convoy  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  and  that,  in  cafe  they  had 
no  exa£b  intelligence  of  the  French  fquadrons,  the  fleet 
Ihould  accompany  Sir  George  into  a  certain  latitude. 

If  this  defign  had  been  executed  as  foon  as  it  was  formed 
and  talked  of  it  had  been  honourable  'for  the  nation,  and 
happy  for  the  merchants  ;  but  the  admirals  were  fo  timo- 
rous and  difHdent  of  their  own  power,  that  it  was  the  be- 
ginning of  Juni  before  they  failed  ;  and  even  then  they  had 
no  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  motions,  but  todk  their  mea- 
fures  at  random  :  a  circumftance  not  rafhiy  to  be  afTerted, 
and  yet  too  important  to  be  concealed,  when  fupported  by 
undeniable  evidences:  ' 

The  French,'  on  the  other  hand,  a£led  with  greater  pru- 
dence, in  the  difpofition  of  their  naval  (Irength  this  year, 
than  they  had  done  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  In 
order  to  repair  the  mighty  lofs  he  had  fuflained  at  La  Hogue, 
the  French  king  bought  feveral  large  (hip$,  and  turned  them 
into  men  of  war ;  caufed  fueh  ds  wanted  repair  to  be  put, 
during  the  winter,  into  a  condition  to  go  to  fea ;  and,  that 
they  might  not  be  detained  for  want  of  men,  he  fufpended 
in  a  manner  the  whole  trade  of  France  for  a  year,  by  for- 
bidding anjr  fhtps  to  go  to'  fea  till  his  fquadrons  were  man- 
ned :  laftly,  toraife  the  fpirits  of  the  feamen,  as  well  as  to 
encourage  fuch  officers  as  had  done  their  duty  in  the  lad 
unlucky  engagement,  he  made  "a  grand  naval  promotion, 
which  had  precifely  the  effect  he  expelled  frotn  it,  and  ex- 
cited fuch  a  fpirit  of  diligence  and  emulation,  as  is  eafier  to 
be  conceived  than  defcribed.  The  reader  will  be  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  this,  when  he  Is  informed,  that  the  French 
failed  from  the  ocean  for  the  Mediterranean  in  the  middle  of 
the  month  of  May,  in  three  fquadrons,  confiding  all  to- 
gether of  feventy-one  fhips  of  war,  befides  tenders,  bomb- 
vefTels,  and  fire-iliips }  fo  that  they  were  aAually  on  the 
coall  of  Portugal,  before  our  Smyrna  fleet  failed. 

TheEnglifh  fleet  left  Sir  George  Rooke  with  the  Streight's 
fquadron  on  the  6th  of  June  in  the  evening,  about  fifty 
leagues  W.  S.  W.  off  Ufhant,  and  returned  to  take  up  the 
cruizers,  having  all  this  time  had  no  intelligence  of  the 
enemy.    The  lords  of  the  admiralty  at  home,  however, 
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had  an  account  diredly  from  Portuzal  of  M.  Tourville't 
coming  into  Laeos-bay,  between  (Tape  St.  Vincent  and 
Faro,  with  no  lets  than  one  hundred  and  fourteen  faiJ,  great 
and  fmall.  This  exceedingly  alarmed  the  government,  and 
advice  was  inftantly  difpatched  to  the  fleet,  which  confided 
now  of  fixty-nine  Ihips  of  the  line  of  battle. 

On  the  23d  of  June  a  council  of  war  was  held  at  Torbay, 
in  which  it  was  refolved  to  bear  away  for  Lifbon  direiEtly, 
in  cafe  they  could  be  properly  viftualled ;  but,  to  prevent 
all  danger,  orders  were  immediately  difpatched  to  Sir 
George  Rooke,  of  which  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
hereafter.  If  this  refolution  had  been  uurfued,  and  the 
fleet  had  a£lually  failed  for  Li(bon,  fomething  might  have 
been  done  worthy  of  the  Englifli  nation.  But  upon  the 
I  ft  of  July  another  council  of  war  was  held,  in  which, 
though  the  queen's  orders  were  produced  for  their  execut- 
ing what  themfelves  had  before  propofed,  yet  the  flags  came 
to  a  new  refolution,  which  was  to  fubmit  it  to  her  majefty, 
whether,  if  the  French  fquadrons  were  joined,  and  mould 
fail  north-about,  the  coail  of  England  might  not  be  expofed 
to  fome  infult  during  their  abfence. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  the  grand  fleet  quitted 
Sir  George  Rooke  on  the  6th  of  June,  1693,  without  hav- 
ing at  that  time  any  certain  intelligence  either  of  the  force 
of  the  French  fquadrons,  or  where  they  were  failed ;  which 
put  that  admiral  under  great  difficulties,  and  therefore  we 
cannot  wonder,  that  he  exprefled  fome  concern  at  the  great 
rilk  the  numerous  fleet  of  merchantmen,  under  his  con- 
voy, was  like  to  run.  It  is  true,  his  fquadron  was  very 
flrong,  confi(ling  of  no  lefs  than  twenty-three  men  of  war, 
and  he  had  under  him  two  flag-officers  of  great  courage 
and  experience,  viz.  the  Dutch  vice-admiral  Vandergoes 
and  rear-admiral  Hopfon.  But  then  the  merchantmen  un- 
der his  care  w.ere  near  four  hundred,  and  thefe  not  only 
Kngliih  and  Dutch,  but  Danes,  Swedes,  Hamburghers, 
Flemings,  i*fc.  fo  that  our  reputation  as  a  maritime  power 
was  in  a  manner  flaked  for  their  fafety. 

When  he  left  the  fleet,  he  had  a  very  fair  and  flrong 
gaic  of  wind,  which  carried  him  at  fuch  a  rate  as  prevented 
any  of  the  advice-boats,  fent  with  thofe  frefli  in(lru6tions  we 
mentioned,  from  coming  up  with  him ;  and  he  was  fo  un- 
lucky too  as  not  to  meet  with  any  fhips  at  fea  that  could 
give  him  notice  of  marfhal  TourvUle's  fleet  being  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  In  this  fituation  of  things  he  purfued, 
as  was  his  duty,  his  original  inftru^ons }  and  having  left 
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by  the  way  the  veflels  bound  for  Bilboa,  Lifbon,  St  Ubes, 
and  other  placet,  he  continued  his  courfe  for  the 
Streights. 

On  the  15th  of  June  he  ordered  the  Lark,  a  fixth  rate 
man  of  war,  and  a  prime  failer,  to  (\retch  a-head  of  his 
fcouts  in  Lagos-bay,  to  get  what  intelligence  they  could  of 
the  enemy ;  but  through  fome  ovcrfight  in  the  captain,  this 
was  not  properly  executed.  The  next  d§y  the  fcouts  dif- 
covered  two  of  the  enemy's  fhips,  and  engaged  them  in  the 
afternoon,  till,  perceiving  eight  or  ten  fail  under  the  caye, 
they  thought  fit  to  quit  the  Frenchmen,  to  inform  the  ad- 
miral of  what  thev  had  feen.  Upon  this  a  council  of  war 
was  called,  iii  which  the  admiral's  opinion,  for  lying  by 
till  the  enemy's  ftrength  could  be  known,  was  over- 
ruled. 

On  the  17  th,  about  break  of  day,  ten  fail  of  French 
men  of  war  were  difcovered,  with  fome  fmall  (hips,  which 
were  chafed  by  part  of  the  Englilh  fquadron,  and  a  fire- 
fliip  taken,  the  crew  of  which  pofitively  aflerted,  that  the 
whole  fquadron,  though  there  were  three  flags  amongd 
them,  confifted  of  no  more  than  fifteen  (hips  of  the  line. 
But  the  falfity  of  this  aflertion  was  difcovered,  and  Sir 
George  Rooke  eafily  counted  eighty  fail  of  men  of  war. 
Sixteen  of  thefe  (amongft  which  were  three  flags)  plied  up 
to  the  EngliAi  fquadron,  while  the  vice-admiral  of  the  white 
ftood  off  to  fea,  that  he  might  fall  in  among  the  merchant- 
(hips. 

The  Dutch  vice-admiral  about  three  o'clock  fent  a  mef- 
faze  to  Sir  Geoee,  that  being  now  fenfible  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  French  fleet,  which  he  doubted  before,  as  well  as 
of  their  defign,  he  thought  it  abfolutely  necefTary  to  avoid 
fighting,  as  it  could  only  tend  to  their  abfolute  ruin.  At 
this  time  they  were  within  four  miles  of  the  enemy,  and  it 
was  the  fentim'ent  of  Sir  George  himfelf,  that  they  were 
too  far  advanced  to  think  of  retreating  ;  and  therefore,  be- 
fore he  received  this  mefTage,  he  was  refolved  to  pufh  for  it ; 
but  confidering  afterwards,  that,  if  the  Dutch  admiral  had 
formed  a  right  judgment,  and  both  the  fquadron  and  the 
fleet  under  their  convoy  fliould  fuffer  greatly  by  this  mea- 
fure,  the  blame  would  fall  entirely  on  himfelf,  he  brought  to, 
and  flood  off  with  an  eafy  fail,  that  the  Dutch  and  the 
heavy  (hips  might  work  up  to  the  windward.  He,  at  the 
fame  time,  fent  orders  to  the  fmall  fhips  that  were  near  the 
land,  and  therefore  not  likely  to  keep  up  with  the  fleet,  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  the  night  to  put  into  the 
neighbouring  ports  of  FarO)  St.  Lucar,  or  Cadiz.    This 
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was  all  that  was  in  the  power  of  the  admiral  to  do,  aind  it 
is  certain,  that  thefe  orders  were  extremely  well  calculated 
for  IcHening,  as  much  as  pofTible,  the  misfortune ;  and  it 
ihewed  great  prefencfi  of  mind  in  Sir  George  Rooke,  to 
provide  fo  wifely  for  the  mod  diftant  part  of  the  fleet, 
when  himfelf  and  thofe  about  him  were  in  fuch  imminent 
danger. 

The  admiral  and  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  with  about  ten 
fail  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  fetched  up  the  Englilh  fquadron  very 
fad,  fo  that  about  fix  in  the  evening  they  came  up  with  two 
Dutch  men  of  war,  and  fome  merchant-fhips  of  that  nation. 
The  men  of  war  were  commanded  by  the  captains  Schrijver 
and  Vande-Poel,  who  linding  themfelves  under  the  wind, 
and  therefore  in  no  probability  of  efcaping,  tacked  in  for  the 
ihore,  and  thereby  drew  the  enemy  after  them,  which  faved 
the  red  of  the  fleet.  The  Dutch  captains  made  a  mod  gal  • 
lant  and  defperate  defence^  but  were  at  lad  ovci^powered  by 
numbers,  and  taken. 

The  admiral  ftood  oft  all  night,  having  a  frefh  gale  at 
N.  N.  W.  and  the  next  morning  found  fifty-four  diips 
about  him,  among  whieh  were  only  two  Dutch,  and  one 
Hamburgher.  Five  fail  of  the  enemy's  diips  appeared  to  the 
leeward,  and  two  to  the  windward,  which  lad  dogged  him 
all  day.  On  the  nineteenth  ilir  George  Rooke  fent  for  the 
ofHcers  of  the  men  of  war,  snd  merchant>ihips^  on  board, 
in  order  to  get  the  bed  account  l^e  could  of  the  date  they 
were  in,  and  to  concert  th6  mod  proper  meafures  for  fecur-* 
ing  the  remainder.  In  this  council,  mod  of  the  officers 
prefent  were  for  going  either  to  Lifbon,  or  bearing  away  for 
Ireland.  The  admiral,  however,  conildering  that  they  had 
not  water  enough  on  board,  to  enable  them  to  carry  the 
lad-mentiened  fchemc  ioto  execution,  and  having  alfofome 
hopes  of  meeting  with  part  of  his  fcattered  fleet  at  the  Ma- 
deiras, he  determined  to  fail  thither  ;  whieh  he  accordingly 
performed. 

If  the  enemy,  in  executing  this  deflgn  of  theifs,  had 
fhewed  the  fame  dexterity  as  in  contriving,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive  how  any  part  of  the  fleet  of  merchant- men  could, 
liave  been  faved.  But  whether  their  admirals  made  a  wrong  . 
difpofition,  or  whether  their  orders  were  but  indifferently 
obeyed,  c6ruin  it  is,  that  they  did  not  drike  near  fo  heavy 
a  blow  as  they  might  have  done.  Tet  the  mifchief  they  did 
was  very  great,  and  feverely  felt  both  by  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  trade.  According  to  fome  accounts,  befides  four  of 
the  larged  Smyrna  (hips,  which  M.  Coetlogon  burnt  or  funk 
at  Gibrahar,  and  (t^cn  which  he  took,  M.  deTourvillc  and 

ihc 


ILLUSTRIOUS    SEAMEN,  &c.     49^ 

the  count  d'Eftrees  took  two  Dutch  men  of  war,  burnt  a 
rich  i^ihnace,  and  an  Engliih  man  of  war ;  took  twenty-nine 
merchant-men,  and  dedroyed  about  fifty  more.  The  value 
of  the  cargoes^  and  the  men  of  war  together,  might  a- 
mount  to  one  million  fterling,  or  thereabouts  ;  whereas  the 
French,  if  they  had  taken  the  whole  fleet,  they  muft  have 
been  gainers  of  upwards  of  four  millions.  As  it  was^ 
the  lofs  fell  very  heavy  upon  us,  without  much  enriching 
them. 

In  ordcr^  hoWev6f,  to  hide  thefe  millakes  from  the  eyes 
of  the  people  of  France,  and  to  magnify  the  advantage 
gained  to  the  utmoft.  a  pompous  account  was  printed  at 
Toulon,  full  of  very  extraordinary  circumflances,  and 
fwelling  the  lofs  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  to  the  amount 
of  fixty  millions  of  livres  )  that  is^  to  about  three  times  as 
much  as  it  really  was.  The  modeAy  and  impartiality  of  the 
Dutch  accounts  of  this  unfortunate  affair,  deferve  particular 
notice.  Tl^y  flate  the  lofs  vtry  near  as  high  as  the  belt 
French  writers ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  confefs  it  had  been 
much  greater,  but  for  the  prudence  of  Sir  George  Rooke, 
on  whofe  conduct  they  bellow  fuch  praifes,  as  a  complete 
vifSlory  would  fcarce  have  extorted  from  his  countrymen. 
]  am,  however,  inclined  to  think  he  deferved  them ;  becaufe 
even  bifliop  Burnet,  ^ho  was  no  great  friend  to  that  admiral, 
does  not  pretend  to  find  out  one  wrong  (lep  in  this  whole 
proceeding,      -v       v 

But  the  confequences  of  this  engagement  were  no  lefs 
fatal  than  the  adiion  itfelf;  for  M.  Tourville,  to  make 
amends  for  letting  fo  great  a  part  of  the  Englifh  fleet  efcape, 
rcfolvcd  to  do  his  utmoil  to  takeordeflroy  fuch  fhips  as  had 
retired  into  the  Spanilh  ports.  With  this  view,  he  came 
on  the  twentieth  of  July  before  Malaga,  and  fent  a  meiTage 
to  the  governor,  that  he  had  no  deiign  to  injure  the  town, 
unlefs  they  attempted  to  defend  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  ihips ; 
in  which  cafe  he  would  bombard  it.  The  governor  anfwcr- 
ed,  he  had  the  king  of  Spain's  orders  to  protedt  them, 
and  therefore,  as  his  duty  required,  he  would  do  it  to  the 
utmofl  of  his  power.  There  were  four  Dutch  fhips  and 
one  Englifli  in  the  mole,  M'hich  he  attacked  with  great  fury. 
The  men  on  board  the  fhips  made  a  long  and  gallant  defence, 
efpecially  the  Union  frigate,  which  the  French  twice  at- 
tempted to  burn,  and  were  as  often  repulfed.  But  when  it 
appeared  a  thing  impofllble  to  preferve  the  fhips  any  longer, 
againfl  fo  unequal  a  force^  the  mafler  thought  proper  to 
bor«  holes  and  fink  them. 
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To  Cadiz  thcv  fent  a  fquadron  of  fourteen  men  of  war, 
and  two  bomb-icetches,  and  foon  after  followed  with  the 
whole  fleet.  But  they  were  able  to  effe^  little ;  for  the 
Englilh  and  Dutch  fhips  immediately  retired  out  of  the  road 
into  the  port,  where  they  were  fo  well  proteded  by  the  can- 
non of  the  place,  that  the  French  were  forced  to  content 
thcmfelves  with  burning  two  fhips  they  had  intercepted  in 
the  road,  and  had  hindered  from  getting  in  with  the  reft. 
At  Gibraltar,  after  an  obftinate  defence,  feveral  rich  fhips 
were  burnt  and  funk,  together  with  a  Dutch  man  of  war. 
The  marquis  de  Quincy,  after  relating  thefe  exploits  parti- 
cularly, tells  us,  that  marfhal  Tourville  fent  twenty-four 
prizes  into  Toulon,  and  computes  the  whole  Icfs  at  thirty- 
fix  millions  of  livres,  or  thereabouts.  It  is  now  time  to 
return  to  admiral  Rooke,  and  the  care  taken  by  him  of 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  of  merchantmen  under  his  pro- 
tection. 

When  he  formed  a  rcfolution  of  going  to  the  Madeiras, 
he  fent  home  the  Lark  man  of  war  with  the  news  of  his 
misfortune,  and  then  continued  his  courfe  for  thofe  iflands, 
where  he  found  at  his  arrival  the  Monk,  captain  Fairbome, 
and  no  other  fhips.  After  taking  in  water,  and  what  elfe 
he  had  occafion  for  there,  on  the  tweinty-feventh  of  June  he 
failed  for  Ireland,  and,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1693, 
he  arrived  fafely  at  Corke,  with  about  fifty  fail  of  fhips  of 
all  forts,  men  of  war  and  merchant-men.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  he  received  orders  from  the  admirals,  to  fend  fix  of 
tUclargeft  fhips  to  the  fleet,  and  to  go  with  the  reft  toKin- 
iale.  But  Sir  George,  conceiving  that  little  fervice  could 
le  expefled  from  the  latter,  becaufe  they  were  in  a  very  bad 
condition^  chofe  therefore  to  fend  them  under  the  command 
of  captain  Fairborne  to  Kinfale,  and  went  in  perfon  with 
the  fix  men  of  war  to  the  fleet,  of  the  proceedings  of  which, 
from  the  time  of  Sir  George  Rooke's  departure,  we  arc 
next  to  fpeak,  though  that  is  both  a  difftcult  and  unpleafant 
iubjedl. 

The  flag-officers  held  a  council  of  war  on  the  ninth  of 
July,  in  which  it  was  refolved  to  fail  forty  leagues  S.  W.  of 
UfliaiU,  aad  there  to  confider  what  would  be  the  next  con- 
venient ftep  for  intercepting  the  enemy's  fleet  in  their  return 
from  the  Mediterranean.  In  purfuance  of  this  refolution, 
they  put  to  fea  two  days  after :  but  were  fo  terribly  rufHed 
by  a  ilorm,  that  they  were  forced  to  return  into  Torbay. 
Upon  the  feventeenth,  the  wind  proving  fair,  they  put  to  fea 
again,  and  proceeded  to  their  intended  ftation,  from  whence 
they  lent  out  light  fhips  in  fearch  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  and 
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to  cruize  on  the  Spanish  coaft,  in  order  to  get  foine  intelli- 
gence  of  the  enemy.  The  former  carried  the  orders  we 
have  before  mentioned  to  the  admiral ;  but  the  latter  were 
not  fo  lucky  as  to  give  any  light  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  fleet. 

While  things  were  in  this  condition,  an  accident  happen- 
ed which  might  have  been  attended  with  very  ill  confe- 
quences.    Our  fleet  had  failed  when  they  were  very  indiffe-  r 
rently  furniihed  with  provifions,  upon  a  promife  that  thefe 
ihould  be  immediately  fent  after  them.     In  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  Auguft,  fifty  veflels,  laden  with  provifions^ 
proceeded  from  the  river  of  Thames  in  queft  of  the  fleet, 
under  the  convoy  of  two  Englifli  and  five  Dutch  men  of 
'wzT  :  but  the  fleet  being  forced  from  their  flation,  they  not 
only  mifled  them,  but  loft  their  convoy.     They  met,  how- 
ever, with  Sir  George  Rooke's  fquadron,  in  its  pafTige  froni' 
Kinfale,  and. he  brought  them  fafe  to  the  fleet  on  the  fix-- 
teenth  of  Auguft  ;  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame 
month  they  had  orders  to  return  to  St.  Helen's,  where  they . 
put  the  four  regiments,  that  had  been  on  board  the  whole/ 
fummer,  on  (hore;  and  then  the  fleet  ws^s  difperfed,  haying- 
done  as  little  for  the  honopr  of  the  Englifli  nation^  as  any  i<- 
fleet  that  ever  was  fitted  out.  ( 

On  the  nineteenth  of  September,  1693,  fifteen  Dutch 
(hips  of  the  line  of  battle,  and  two  frigates,  were  ordered 
by  his  majefty  to  Holland  }  and  twenty-fix  men  of  war, 
and  feven  tire-fliips,  were  afligned  for  the  winter  guard,* 
which  it  was  then  thought  would  have  put  an  end  to  the 
military  operations  of  this  year  ;  but  it  foon  after  appeared, 
that  there  was  yet  a  fecret  expedition  to  be  attempted,  in. 
order  to  foften  a  little  the  joy  of  the  French  for  having  taken 
the  Smyrna  fleet.  I 

On  the  thirteenth  of  November,  commodore  Benbow, 
in  conjun(5):iQn  with  captain  Philips,  the  engineer,  with  a 
fquadron  of  twelve  men  of  war,  four  bomb-veflels,  and  ten 
brigantines  and  well-boats,  failed  for  St.  Maloe's,  where  they 
arrived  on  the  fixteenth,  and  about  four  in  the  afternoon 
anchored  before  Quince-fort.  Three  of  the  bomb-veflels, 
with  the  brigantines  and  well-boats,  bore  in,  and  anchored 
v/ithin  half  a  mile  of  the  town.  About  eleven  they  began 
to  fire,  and  continued  firing  till  four  in  the  morning,  when 
they  were  conftrained  to  warj)-,  to  prevent  grounding.  On^ 
the  feventeenth  they  went  in  again,  and  threw  feventy  boinbs  ' 
that  day.  They  continued  firing  on  the  eighteenth,  but 
with  frequent  intermiflTions,  which  made  the  inhabitants 
believe  they  were  about  to  withdraw  :  however,  they  landed 
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on  an  ifland  near  the  town,  and  burnt  a  convent.  On  the 
nineteenth,  being  Sunday,  they  lay  flill  till  the  evening, 
when,  by  the  favour  of  a  frefti  gale  of  wind,  a  flrong  tide, 
and  a  very  dark  night,  they  feht  in  an  extraordinary  fire-ftiip, 
of  about  three  hundred  tons  bu'rden,  and  which  was  in- 
tended to  have  reduced  the  town  to  afhes  ;  and  indeed 
would  have  done  it,  but  for  an  unfor<ifeen  accident,  for  (he 
Aruck  upon  a  rock,  within  piftol  (hot  of  th6  place  where 
they  intended  to  have  moored  her. 

The  engineer,  who  ^is  on  board,  did  all  he  could  td  get 
her  off,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  la(l,  finding  the  veflel  be- 
giit  to  open,  and  fearing  die  might  (ink,  he  fet  fire  to  her. 
Thtf  fea-water^^  whic^  had  penetrated  in  many  places,  pre- 
vented the  darcaflSs  from  taking  fire.  The  ex^lofibh, 
however,  was  terrible  beyond  defcriptton  ^  it  (hook  the 
whole  town  like  an  earthquake,  broke  all  glafs  and  earthen 
Ware  for  three  leagues  round,  dhd  (Yruck  off  the  roofs  of 
three  hundVed  hbufes'.  'Ifhe  moft  extraordinary  thing  of 
all  was  this,  thit  the  capft'ern  of  the  ve(re|,  which  weighed 
two  hundred  weight,'  was  cairried  oVef  the  walls,  and  bea^ 
a  hbulfe  it  fell  upon  down  to  the;  ground.  This  greateft'  part 
of  the  walls  towards  thtf  fea  fell  down  alfo  $  and  if  there 
had  been  a  fUfficient  number  of  land-troops  oh  board, 
t)ie  place  might  with  eafe  have  been  taken  and  pillaged. 
As  it  was,  thev  demolifhed  Quince- fort,  carried  o^  e^ghty 
p^ifoneirs,  and  frightened  tfkoft  of  the  people  out  of  the  town. 
This  expedition  ^^i  well  tiined,  and  well  executed.  It 
ftruek  a  panic  Into  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Maloe*s,  whence 
^e  mbft  troublefome  of  the  French  privateei't  were  fitted 
but,  and  it  ferved  M  awake  that  whole  nation  from  their 
golden  dreams  of  t6e  empire  of  the  fea,  by  (hewing  them 
what  a  very  fmall  fquadron  of  £ngli(h  (hips  could  do,  when 
comVnahded  by  men  of  refolution  and  experience. 

Th*  king  returned  to  England  in  the  lattet  end  of  the 
month  of  OAo6er>  1693,  under  the  efcort  of  t  fmall  fqua- 
dron of  men  of  v\^ar,  commanded  by  rear-adttiirM  Mitchel. 
On  the  tixth  of  November,  his  majefty  declared  his  refo- 
lution to  employ  admiral  Rudel  l!he  next  year  at  fea.  On 
the  feventh  the  parliament  met,  and  his  majedy  opened  the 
fe(rions  with  a  fpeech.  Upon  which  the  houfe  of  commons 
came  unanimoudy  to  a  refolution,  thaft  they  would  fupport 
their  majefties  and  their  government,  inquire  into  the  mif- 
carriages  of  the  fieet  in  the  preceding  fummerj  and  confider 
of  all  polTible  ways  and  means  for  conferving  the  trade  of 
rthf  nation* 
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The  houfe  of  commons,  to  (hew  they  were  in  eame(V, 
examined  all  the  admirals  ftridlly,  particularly  Sir  George 
Rooke,  though  he  was  fo  ill  as  to  be  fcarce  able  to  fpeak, 
ahd  withal  fo  lamfe  of  the  gout,  that  a  chair  was  fet  for  him 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  On  the  fevcnteenth  of  November 
they  came  to  a  refolution,  *'  That,  upon  examination  of 
*'  the  mifcarriage  of  the  fleet,  this  houfe  is  of  opinion, 
**  that  there  hath  been  a  notorious  and  treacherous  mif- 
**  management  in  that  affair."  Yet,  afterwards,  a  negative 
was  put  on  a  refolution  to  cehfure  the  admirals  commanding 
in  chief}  and  fo,  by  degrees,  after  much  noife  and  clamour, 
the  matter  blew  over. 

But,  notwithftanding  the  admirals  efcaped,  yet  many 
things  were  laid  open  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  re- 
fle<aed  extreriiely  on  the  management  of  thfc  navy.  It  ap- 
peared, particularly,  that  the  fum  of  1,036,4151.  was  due 
for  feamens  wages.  This  ftruck  the  houfe  with  aflonifhment, 
and  accounted  at  the  fame  time  very  fully  for  the  backward- 
nefs  of  the  failors  in  entering  into  the  public  fervice.  To 
provide  a  remedy  for  fo  great  an  evil,  and  to  encourage  the 
feamen  for  the  future,  the  commons  voted  500,000!,  to- 
wards the  difcharge  of  the  debt,  and  2,ooo,oool.  for  the 
fervice  of  the  fleet,  that  his  majefty  might  be  able  to  per- 
form the  promife  he  had  made  them  of  taking  care  that 
things  fhould  gO  on  next  year  better  at  fea  :  His  majefty  alfo 
made  feveral  changes  in  the  minif^ry,  which  gave  great  fa- 
tisfadion  ;  for  the  late  inquiries  had  n^de  it  evident,  that  ^ 
the  dependants  On  fome  great  men  were  principally  concern- 
ed in  giving  information  to  the  French  of  all  our  motions  : 
a  condu(5l  which,  however  coloured  or  clouded,  was  a  moft 
grofs  and  glaring  treafon  againft  their  country,  fuch  as 
ought  to  have  drawn  upon  them  tlie  fevereft  punifhments 
while  living,  and  which  deferves  to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofte- 
rity  with  a  pfoper  note  of  infamy,  to  prevent  like  pradices 
in  fucceding  times.  . .  i    .. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  naval  operations  of  the  year  1(^94, 
it  will  be  necefTaJ'y  to  give  fome  account  of  the  fending  Sir 
Francis  Wheeler  with  his  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean, 
as  that  wais  a  nfieafure  not  only  concerted,  but  executed  in 
the  preceding  year,  though  its  being  altogether  independent 
of  other  affairs  made  it  not  fo  proper  to  mention  it  before. 
The  great  blow  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  commerce  had  re- 
ceived there  by  the  intercepting  the  Smyrna  fleet,  and  the 
danger  there  was  in  leaving  the  remains  of  that  fleet  any 
longer  tn  Spanifh  harbours,  engaged  the  board  of  admiralty 
to  fend  their  orders  for  "Sir  Francis  Wheeler  to  proceed  with 
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a  fquadron  of  twenty-five  men  of  war  and  frigates,  in  coh'* 
junction  with  a  Dutch  vice-adnfiiral  and  his  fquadron,  to  the 
Mediterranean,  where  he  had  inftru6iions  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
cndeaVour  to  procure  the  fafe  return  6f  the  plate-fleet  into 
Cadiz  }  then  he  was  to  leave  a  fufHcient  convoy  for  bring- 
ing home  the  (liips  in  that  port  to  England  :  he  was  next  to 
convoy  the  Turkey  fliips  as  far  as  the  channel  of  Malta  ; 
then,  iti  conjCtnftioil  with  the  Spaniih  fleet,  he  was  to  annoy 
the  enemy's  trade,  till  he  judged  his  detached  (hips  were 
about  to  return,  and,  after  joining  them  at  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous^  he  was  to  bring' back  with  himjfall  the 
merchint-fhips  ready  to  fail  from  any  of  the  ports  in  the 
Streights,  or  from  Cadiz. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  ihftruc- 
tions,  he  failed,  and  on  the  4th  of  December  fent  the  fliips 
bound  to  Oporto  thither  under  a  convoy,  as  two  days  after 
fie  did  thbfe  bound  for  Lifbon  and  St.  Ubes  ;  and,  having 
by  his  vigilance  prevented  a  defigh  of  the  French  to  intercept 
part  of  the  merchant- fhips  under  his  eonvoy,  he  arrived  on 
the  iQlh  of  Jatiua;ry  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz,^  having  lofl  com- 
pany in  his  paflfage  with  only  one  of  a  hundred  and  fixty-iive 
(hips  which  failed  with  him  from  England.  So  happy  was 
tlie  beginning  of  an  expedition,  which' proved,  aftef  wards  fo 
unfortunate! 

Ort  the  admirars  arnvlhg^t  Cadiz,  he  found  the  Spanifh 
fieet  in  ho  condition  to  fail,  but  had  the  fatisfa6lion  of  find- 
ing the  flota  fafely  arrived.  On  the  25th  of  January  rear- 
Slid  miral  Neville  joined  him  with  the  fhips  he  had  ordered  to 
cruize  oflP  Cape  St.  Vincent,  together  with  the  detached 
Convoys  which  tlie  F^rench  in  \i\n  had  endeavoured  to  inter- 
cept. Sir  Francis  Wheeler,  upon  this,  appointed  a  fquadron 
6f  fdor  Englifh  and  as  many  Dutch  inen  of  war,  with  a 
lire-fhip,  under  the  comniand  of  vice-admiral  Hopfon,  to 
bring  home  the  mei-chant-fhips  that  were  ready,  and  on  the 
idth  of  February  failed  with  the  refl^  of  the  fquadron  to 
execute  the  remaining  part  of  his  infirudions.  On  the  1 7th 
of  the  fahie  month,  being  off  the  bay  of  GibraUar^  and 
having  been  driven  out  of  the  Streights-mouth,  he  met 
with  a  Horm,  which  incrcafed  till  the  igih  in  the  morning, 
when  the  admiral,  feeing  the  Gut^  flood  away  fo<^  it,  and 
made  a  proper  (ignal  to  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  w.4s  loliow- 
ed  by  vice-admiral  Callemberg,  ^ho  firft  faw  the  Hgnal^ 
and  other  (hips.  But  they,  having  the  bay  of  Gibraltar 
open,  and  in  all  probability  miftaking  it  for  the  flreights- 
mouth,  put  in  there,  which  occaHoned  their  unhappy  mif- 
fortune ;  for  it  being  a  lee  fhore,  foul  ground,  and  their  fails 
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6ying  into  the  air,  they  were  forced  to  let  go  their  anchors, 
of  which  many  were  loft,  mod  of  their  cables  fpoiled,  and 
Several  of  their  (hips  run  on  (hore. 

In  the  mean  time  the  SufTex,  on  board  which  the  admiral 
was,  foundered  at  fca,  and  himfelf,  with  all  his  crew,  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred  and  fifty,  were  loft,  only  twoTurks 
efcaping.  The  admiral's  body  was  foon  after  found  on  a  fand- 
bank,  in  his  (hirt  and  flippers  :  it  was  guefled  from  thence, 
that,  feeing  the  Ihio  about  to  fink,  he  intended  to  have 
thrown  himfelf  into  the  fca,  and  attempt  to  fave  himfelf  by 
fwimming.  The  whole  fquadron  fufFered  extremely,  and 
were  obliged  to  remain,  by  contrary  winds,  a  long  time  at 
Gibraltar,  and  at  length,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  failed  for 
Cadiz.  In  the  mean  time  vice-admiral  Hopfon,  in  purfuance 
of  the  ordejs  before-mentioned,  failed  with  the  homeward- 
bound  ftiips,  and  arrived  fafely  off  the  Lizard  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1694. 

On  the  I  ft  of  May  admiral  Jluflel  took  the  command  of 
the  fleet  at  St.  Helen's,  which  confifted  of  fifty-two  Englifh 
and  forty-one  Dutch  (hips  of  the  line,  befides   frigates, 
fire-ftiips,  and  other  fmaller  vefTels.     On  the  3d  the  admiral 
failed  with  the  grand  fleet,  leaving  Sir  Clpudefley  Shovel 
with  a  ftrong  fquadron  at  Portfmputh,  in  order  td  embark 
the  land-forces.     On  the  9th,  being  fifteen  leagues  S.  S.  W. 
of  the  Lizard,  the  admiral  was  informed  by  the  captain  of 
a  Swedifh  (hip,  that  there  lay  in  Bertaiime-b^y  a  fleet  of 
French  merchantmen,  bound  to  the  eaftward  j  upon  which 
he  iftimediately  detached  captain  Pritchard  in  the  Mon- 
mouth, together  with  the  Refolution  and  the  Jloebuck  firc- 
Ihips,  vyith  orders  either  to  take  or  deftroy  them.     Accor- 
dingly, on  the  loth,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  they  made  the 
French  (hore  about  feven  miles  from  the  fleet,  and  by  five 
o'clock  they  faw  feveral  ftiips  behind  a  point  of  land  near 
Conquet-bay,  which,  upon  a  fignal  given  from  one  of  their 
fcouts,  immediately  put  to  fea.     In  the  mean  time  captain 
Pritchard  purfued  the  man  of  war  that  Viras  their  convoy, 
and  forced  her  to  haul  in  with  the  (hore,  and  ruh  againft 
the  rocks  under  the  outermoft  caftle  ;  and  this  man  of  w;ir 
proved  to  be  the  Jerfey  frigate,  which  the  enemy  had  taken 
from  us  in  the  Weft-Indies,  ?ind  which  foon  after  blew  up, 
and  with  her  two  (loops  of  between  ten  and  fixteen  guns. 
The  merchaht*(hipc  v/ere  in  all  about  fifty-five  fail,  of  which 
thirty-five  were  burnt  or  funk,  twenty-five  inWhitefarid-bay, 
four  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  point  of  the  bay,  and  fix  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  Conquet,  their  lading  being  for  the  mbft  part 
fait,  wine,  and  brahdy.    Soittie  few  days  after,  two  other 
^^'-       •  (hiys 
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(hips  took  and  deftroyed  feventeen  French  veHbls  laden  with 
corn  and  other  provilions. 

The  admiral  returned  back  again  to  St.  Helen's  by  that 
time  he  judged  that  Sir  CloudeHey  Shovel  could  have  exe- 
cuted the  orders  he  had  left  with  him }  and  finding  the 
land- forces  completely  embarked,  and  every  thing  ready, 
he  failed  with  the  whole  ileet  on  the  29th  of  May,  having 
before  given  the  necefTary  directions  for  the  fcparatine,  at  a 
proper  ftation*  of  the  fquadron  that  was  intended  k)r  the 
Breft  e:(pedition,  and  which  was  to  be  commanded  by  the 
lord  Berkley.  On  the  lad  day  of  the  month,  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  a  council  of  war  was  held  on  board  the  Britannia, 
in  which  it  vvas  refolved,  that  the  fleet  defigned  for  Brell 
ihould  immediately  proceed  to  Camaret-bay,  a  id  fhould  land 
the  forces  on  board  under  the  dire<5lions  of  lieutenant-general 
Talmafh»  and  the  necefTary  inftruftions  were  for  this  purpofe 
given  to  lord  Berkley,  and  the  officers  that  went  to  com- 
mand under  him. 

On  the  5th  of  June  the  lord  Berkley  parted,  with  his 
fquadron,  Kom  the  grand  fleet,  having  with  him  twenty- 
nine  Englifh  and  Dutch  men  of  war  of  this  line,  befides 
fmall  frigates,  fire-fhips,  machines,  tenders,  well-boats, 
and  five  bomb-ketches.  On  the  6th  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  in  which  the  proper  meafures  were  taken  for  landing 
the  forces  ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  lord  Cutts  fhould  com- 
mand fix  hundred  grenadiers,  and  lieutenant-general  T'al- 
mafh  advance  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  the  troops  that  were 
to  fupport  them.  On  the  7th  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor 
between  Camaret-bay  and  the  bay  of  Bertaume,  the  Frencli 
playing  upon  them  with  bombs  from  four  batteries.  The 
marquis  of  Caermarthen  demanded  leave  of  lord  Berkley 
the  admiral  to  gointo  Camaret-bay,  in  order  to  obferve the 
fituation  of  the  forts,  and  the  pofture  of  the  enemy.  On 
his  lordfhip's  return,  and  making  his  report,-  the  admiral 
ordered  two  fixty-gun  fliips  to  go  in  and  cover  the  boats 
while  they  were  landing  ;  to  which  the  marquis  objeiSling 
that  it  w^s  too  fmall  a  force,  a  council  of  war  was  called  on 
the  8th^  itv  yhich  it  was  refolved  to  fend  in  three  Englifli 
and  as  many  putch  frigates,  befides  the  two  men  of  war 
before- mentioned . 

One  of  thefe,  however,  the  Richmond,  deferted  the  pofl 
afligned  her,  and  the  marquis  of  Caermarthen  carried  in  the 
other  fivf:,  and  pofled  them  in  their  proper  places,  which, 
though  a^ very  necefTary,  was  a  mofl:  dangerous  fervice,  fince, 
at  their  going  jni  a  bomb  broke  over  the  Monk,  a  great  piece 
of  which  (truck  through  h^r  poop,  and  two  decks  more. 
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and  came  out  again  into  the  water  near  one  of  the  ftjem- 
ports  in  the  larboard-fide,  in  the  gun-room,  killing  three 
marines,  and  one  of  them  by  the  fide  of  the  marqui$. 
So  foon  as  the  Monk  got  iiito  the  bay,  an^  came  up  with 
the  weftern  point,  Camaret-fort  fired  upon  her  very  warmly ; 
and,  when  the  reft  of  the  (hips  were  properly  difpofed, 
they  were  furprifed  to  find  themfelves  played  upon  from 
three  batteries,  not  one  of  which  wa$  difcerned  tilt  they  felt 
the  (hot  from  it.*  Thefe  military  compliments  they  returned 
with  great  fpirit,  and,  by  keeping  a  brifk  and  continual  fire, 
covered  the  troops  in  their  landing,  which  was  not,  how- 
ever, performed  with  that  regularity  that  might  have  been 
expe^ed. 

The  reafon  of  this,  fince  I  do  not  find  it  already  iet  down 
in  any  of  our  hiftorians,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  give, 
as  I  have  had  it  from  the  mouths  of  many  who  were  en- 
gaged in  that  warm  fervice.  The  French  had  been  fo  well 
mformed  of  our  defign,  and  fuch  ftrange  delays  had  been 
made  in  embarking  the  forces,  that,  when  our  fleet  came 
upon  the  cdaft,  they  found  the  French  every  where  covered 
by  impregnable  entrenchments,  and  fupported  by  a  body  of 
regular  troops,  more  numerous  than  the  forces  intended  for 
this  defcent.  This  was  reprefented  to  lieutenant-general 
Talmafti  in  the  council  of  war,  arid  he  was  advifed  not  to 
expofe  himfelf  or  his  men :  to  which  he  anfwered ;  **  This 
advice  comes  too  late :  the  honour  of  the  Engliih  nation 
it  at  ftake,  and  therefore  I  muft  and  will  land.  I  know 
that  I  faicrifice  myfelf  and  the  men  ;  but  it  is  neceflTary, 
land  muft  be  done,  that  both  our  enemies  and  allies  may 
know,  that  even  defperate  undertakings  cannojt  daunt  £n- 
glifli  tourage.** 
He  embarked  on  board  the  fmall  vefiels,  with  about 
eight  hundred  inen,  and  landed  as  many  of  them  as  he 
could,  but  to  very  little  purpofe  ;  for  feveral  of  the 
well-boats  ftriking,  all  that  were  in  them  were  either  killed 
or  wounded  before  they  could  get  to  the  (hore,  and  thofc 
that  did  land  were  very  foon  driven  back  to  their  boats, 
and  with  much  difficulty  carried  off  again.  Amongft  the 
wounded  was  lieutenant-general  Talmaffh  himfelf,  who 
received  a  (hot  in  his  thigh,  of  which  he  foon  after  died. 
The  marquis  of  Caermarthen,  afterwards  duke  of  Leeds, 
whbfe  courage  no  man  ever  called  in  queftion,  tells  us  on 
this  occafion,  that,  if  the  Engliih  force  had  been  double 
to  what  it  was,  they  would  have  found  the  attempt  im- 
praflicablc. 
■  When 
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When  the  men  on  board  the  fhips  faw  only  a  few  boars 
come  off  again,  and  the  whole  ati'air  over,  they  began  to 
be  out  of  heart,  and  the  marquis  had  much  :ido  to  bring 
them  out  of  the  bay.  The  Monk  had  not  either  a  yard  ur 
a  fail,  but  was  towed  off;  the  reft  of  the  vcflels  were  alfo 
brought  away  with  great  difficulty,  except  a  Dutch  frigate 
called  the  Teefep,  of  thirty  guns,  which  had  twelve  feet 
water  in  her  hold,  all  her  men  being  killed  except  eight ; 
and,  of  half  an  Englifti  company  that  was  accidentally  left 
on  board  her,  only  an  enfign,  a  drummer,  and  a  private 
man,  efcaped  ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  her  be- 
hind. A  council  of  war  being  called  in  the  evening,  ic 
was  refolved  therein  to  return  to  Spithcad.  The  lofs  upon 
this  occafion  was  computed  at  feven  hundred  of  the  land- 
forces  killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  and  about  four  hundred 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  (liips. 

The  marquis  dc  Quincy,  who  is  at  once  the  moft  exafl 
and  moll  moderate  of  all  the  French  writers,  informs  us, 
that,  at  the  time  this  attempt  was  made,  M.  d^  Vauban 
had  taken  care  to  put  the  town  of  Brell  into  an  excellent 
ftate  of  defence.  It  was  furrounded  with  ftrong  v/alls,  good 
ramparts,  large  and  deep  ditches  cat  in  the  rock,  with  baf- 
tions  and  half-moons  at  proper  diftances.  He  had  erected 
a  new  battery  of  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon  and  fix  mortars 
on  the  baftion  of  the  town,  neareft  the  oaftle,  between  it 
and  the  grand  battery,  with  feveral  fmalier  batteries  in  other 
places.  He  had  likewife  taken  care  to  render  all  the  vaults 
in  the  caftle  bomb-proof,  and  had  made  the  beft  difpofition 
poffible  of  ninety  mortars,  and  three  hundred  pieces  of  large 
cannon.  As  for  the  veflels  in  the  port,  they  were  placed 
out  of  the  reach  even  of  bombs  j  and,  with  refpe<5t  to  men, 
he  had  fourteen  hundred  bombardiers,  three  thoufand  gen- 
tlemen who  ferved  as  volunteers,  and  of  regular  troops 
four  thoufand  foot,  and  a  regiment  of  dragoons.  »  > 

General  Talma(h*s  landing,  therefore,  with  eight  hun- 
dred men,  might  well  be  calted  a  facrifice,  and  yet  more 
than  half  thefe  could  never  be  got  on  ihore }  we  muft, 
therefore,  admit,  that  when  the  marquis  fays  four  hun- 
dred were  killed,  five  hundred  forty-eight  foldiers  and  forty 
officers  made  prifoners,  he  carries  the  thing  a  little  too  far. 
Father  Daniel,  however,  and  fome  other  writers,  carry  it 
as  far ;  and  indeed  moft  of  them  agree  in  computing  our 
whole  lofs  at  two  thoufand.  As  to  what  they  fay  of  Ihips 
being  funk,  and  hundreds  of  men  drowned  in  the  retreat, 
they  are  mere  ornaments,  which  from  frequent  ufe  are  be- 
<;ome  neceffary  to  a  French  detail,  as  their  having  but  forty- 

fJVQ 


IL 

five  mer 
vellous, 
mour  to 

After 
general 
bomb-y( 
bombart 
as  thing! 
fore  lori 
and  arri 
There  t 
war,  to 
this    fat 
confultat 
regiment 
coaft  of 
and  an  : 
refolved, 
town  of 
and  do  e 
ance  of 
were  for 
Dungent 
and  arri\ 
day    the 
were  pre 
together. 

On  th 
to  play  u 
ceaHng  ti 
one  of  1 
with  an  i 
ilones,  t 
inefFe<^u: 
mighty  r 

Captai 
it,  acqui 
cation  ;  1 
went  on 
it  a  fecor 
him  wer( 
bardmen 
narrow, 
the  towi 
far  great< 
court  did 


ILLUSTRIOUS    SEAMEN,  &c. 


5^ 


five  men  killed  in  this  a£lion  is  another  (Irolce  of  the  nar- 
vetious,  which  every  reader  perhaps  may  not  be  in  the  hu- 
mour to  credit. 

After. this  unlucky  attempt  the  poor  wounded  lieutenant- 
general  propol'ed,  that  a  fmall  fquadron  of  frigates  and 
bomb-yeflels  might  be  fent  into  the  harbour  of  Bred  to 
bombard  that  town  }  but  this  was  judged  to  be  a  rafli,  and, 
as  things  (^uod,  an  impra^icable  undertakings  and  there- 
fore lord  Berkley  failed  immediately  for  our  own  coafts, 
and  arrived  On  the  15th  of  June,  1694,  at  St.  Helen's. 
There  they  found  the  queen's  orders  to  call 
war,  to  confider  how  the  fliips  and  troops 
this  fatal  mifcarriage,  be  beft  employed, 
confultations,  it  was  refolved  to  keep  no 
regiments  on  board,  and  to  make   fome 
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more  than  four 
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coaft  of  Normandy.  Advice  of  this  being  fent  to  court, 
and  an  anfwer  being  returned  on  the  27th  of  June,  it  was 
refolved,  in  another  council  of  war,  firft  to  bombard  the 
town  of  Diepe,  and  then  to  proceed  along  the  French  coaft, 
and  do  every  where  what  prejudice  they  could.  In  purfu- 
ance  of  this  refolution  they  came  before  that  place,  but 
were  forced  to  fea  by  a  (lorm,  and  afterwards  anchored  off 
Dungenefs,  from  whence  they  failed  on  the  5th  of  July, 
and  arrived  once  more  in  Diepe  road  on  the  8th.  The  next 
day  they  intended  to  have  bombarded  the  place,  but 
were  prevented  by  exceeding  foul  weather  for  feveral  days 
together. 

On  the  twelfth  they  began  abput  nine  in  the  morning 
to  play  upon  the  town  of  Diepe,  and  continued  without 
ceadng  till  about  nine  at  night.  About  eleven  they  fent  in 
one  of  their  machines  which  the  French  call  infernals, 
with  an  intent  to  burn  the  pier ;  but  feveral  veflels  full  of 
flones,  being  very  providently  funk  before  it,  rendered  that 
ineffei^ual ;  fo  that,  except  a(loniihing  the  tow  by  the 
mighty  noife,  it  did  little  mifchief. 

Captain  Dunbar,  a  Scots  gentleman,  who  commanded 
it,  acquired  immortal  honour  by  his  intrepidity  on  this  oc- 
cafion  ;  for  the  train  not  taking  effedl  as  was  expected,  he 
went  on  board  again,  and  finding  the  fuzee  out  fet  fire  to 
it  a  fecond  time,  for  which  he  and  thofe  who  went  with 
him  were  defervedly  rewarded.  They  continued  the  bom- 
bardment afterwards  till  day-light,  and  the  ftreets  being 
narrow,  the  houfes  old,  and  mod  of  them  built  of  timber, 
the  town  was  on  fire  in  twenty  places  at  once ;  fo  that  the 
far  greater  part  of  it  was  confumed  to  aflies.  The  French 
court  did  all  they  could  to  ilifle  the  report  of  this,  at  lead 
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at  Paris  ;  but  the  place  was  too  near  for  any  Aich  artifices 
to  take  eflfeA ;  io  that  by  endeavouring  to  leflen,  they 
I'eally  increafed  the  people*s  apprehenfions,  and  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  fea-coafts  would  have  abandoned  their 
towns  and  villages,  if  forces  had  not  been  fent  to  retrain 
them. 

After  the  bombardment  of  Diepe,  the  Englifh  fquadron 
failed  along  the  coaft,  and  obliged  the  French  to  march 
their  forces  night  and  day,  in  order  to  prevent  the  debark- 
ing any  troops ;  which,  however,  was  a  thing  the  Englilh 
Sidmiral  never  intended.  On  the  hfteenth,  about  noon, 
lord  Berkley  arrived  at  Havre  de  Grace,  and  about  four 
o'clock  he  began  to  bombard  it.  Oh  the  futeenth,  feven- 
teenth  and  eighteenth,  the  French  poured  troops  and  mi- 
litia into  the  place,  in  order  to  alfid  the  inhabitants  to  put 
out  the  iires  lighted  from  time  to  time  by  the  bombs  ^  and 
as  the  wind  continued  blowing  all  thut  time  diredly  from 
the  (hore,  the  Engiifli  were  not  able  to  do  much,  thougii 
they  remained  Hill  before  the  place,  which  threw  all  the 
adjacent  country  into  a  terrible  conflernation.  On  the 
iwenty-fiffl,  the  wind  being  favourable,  the  imall  craft  and 
^onib-veiTels  were  fent  in,  and  continued  bombarding  the 
place  the  whole  night,  by  which  a  third  part  of  the  town 
was  burnt  down,  a  great  part  of  the  wall  demolilbcJ,  and, 
which  was  woril  of  all,  abundance  of  poor  people  killed. 
All  this,  however,  could  not  be  performed  without  lofs ; 
many  of  the  mortars  melted,  theGrcnado  bomb-lhip  was 
blown  up,  and  the  red  of  the  fmall  craft  fo  fhattered,  that 
it  was  thought  convenient  to  retire.  But,  even  in  doing 
this,  care  was  taken  to  give  the  French  infinite  difquiet  ; 
for,  appearing  before  La  Hogue,  their  forces  were  drawn 
that  way :  but  our  fquadron  was  in  no  condition  to  under- 
take any  thing,  and  therefore,  after  alarming  the  enemy  as 
much  as  poflfible,  lord  Berkley  returned  to  St.  Helen's  on 
the  26th  of  July,   1694,  in  order  to  refit. 

The  court  was  very  deHrous  that  fomething  (liould  be 
undertaken  againd  Dunkirk,  and  to  that  purpofe  feveral  ex- 
t>re(res  were  difpatched  to  the  fleet ;  but,  upon  a  nice  ex- 
amination of  the  different  propofals  made  by  the  engineers 
and  pilots,  they  were  all  of  opinion  that  the  feafon  was  too 
fur  advanced,  and  tliat  nothing  could  be  undertaken  this 
year  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  A  plan  was  then  fent 
of  Calais,  which  came  from  the  king  in  Flanders  ;  but  the 
fcheme  of  bombarding  that  place  Was  alfo  judged  ImpraAi- 
cable  by  a  council  of  war,  which  refolution  was  chiefly 
owing  to  the  diffidence  of  the  pilots.    On  the  27th  of  Au- 
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guft  lord  Berkley  returned  to  London,  and  the  command 
cf  the  fleet,  which  confided  now  only  of  frigatts  and 
fmall  (hips,  devolved  on  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  whofe  in- 
ftru£tions  were  expreflTed  to  undertajce  fomething  againft 
Dunkirk  at  all  eu«nts. 

Mr.  Mcellers,  who  was  the  inventor  and  director  of  the 
machines  called  infernals,  was  at  this  time  in  Flanders,  , 
endeavouring  to  colledl  pilots  able  to  carry  the  fquadron 
into  the  harbot"  of  Dunkirk,  or  at  lead  lb  far  into  the 
road,  as  might  enable  them  to  deHroy  the  enemy's  Ihips. 
Sir  Cloudefley  failed  to  the  Downs  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, and  on  the  fcventh  was  ioin'ed  by  Mr.  Meeders, 
with  iwcnty-fix  Dutch  pilots,  when  captain  Benbow  was 
appointed  to  command  the  fmall  (hips,  and  to  follow  the 
indrudlions  of  Mr.  Meeders,  whofe  pilots  did  not  perforni 
what  was  expe(5tcd  from  them.  On  the  twelfth,  however; 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  appeared  before  the  town  [of  Dun- 
kirk, with  thirteen  Englidi  and  fix  Dutch  men  of  war,  two 
bomb-vcdeis,  feventeen  machines,  and  other  fmall  crafts 
In  the  evening  captain  Benbow  went  in,  and  founded  the 
wedern  channel,  between  the  Brake  and  the  Main,  not- 
withdanding  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  diips  and  the  ci- 
tadel. The  next  day  all  the  boats  and  fmall  vedels  were 
fent  in  again,  with  the  Charles  galley,  and  two  bomb* 
velTels. 

In  the  afternoon  two  of  the  machines  were  fent  in* 
The  fird  took  fire  before  die  was  near  enough  to  do  any 
execution :  whether  it  was  that  the  cannon  of  the  place 
fet  fire  to  it,  as  fome  of  the  French  writers  fay,  or  that 
thofe  on  board,  finding  it  impoifible  either  to  bring  it 
nearer  or  to  get  it  off,  were  obliged  to  let  it  burn  there. 
The  other,  which  was  the  bigged,  went  in  boldly,  and 
advanced  very  near  the  mole-head ;  but  the  tide  fet  her 
on  one  fide,  fo  that  (he  drove  a  cable's  length,  and  then 
blew  up.  It  was  found,  that  the  French  had,  according 
to  cudom,  early  intelligence  of  this  defign,  and  by  driving 
piles  before  the  pier-head,  and  finking  diips  on  the  back 
of  the  wedermofl  pier,  had  fecured  themfelves  againd  all 
attempts  of  this  nature  :  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  being  in- 1 
formed  of  this,  and  knowing  that  the  fpring- tides  were 
over,  failed  away  for  Calais,  and  On  the  feventeenth  fent 
the  bomb'vefTels  in,  and  threw  fo  many  fhells  into  the 
town,  that  about  forty  houfes  were  ruined ;  but  the  wind 
blowing  hard  that  night,,  and  a  great  fwell  of  fea  hap- 
pening, the  admiral  was  forced  to  bear  away,  and  the  dorm 
continuing  two  days|   he  thought  it  not  convenient    to 


^•f; 


Sc8 


MEMOIRS     OF 


to  ftay  any  longer,  but  returned  with  his  whole  fquadron  into 
the  Downs,  from  whence  the  bomb  veflels  and  machines 
were  fent  into  the  river  Thames, 

'  We  are  now  to  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  Mediterranean, 
whither  admiral  Ruffel  failed  with  the  grand  fleet  as  wc  have 
remarked,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1694.  He  arrived  on  the 
twenty-fifth  oflf  the  rock  ot  Lijfbon,  and  thence  font  orders 
to  rear  admiral  Neville,  who,  as  we  before  obferved,  com- 
manded the  fquadron  whiqh  prote6led  the  Englifh  merchant 
Ihips  at  Cadiz,  to  join  him,  which  he  did,  with  the  Dutch 
vice  admirals  Callemberg  and  Kvertzen,  with  fixteen  (hips 
of  the  line,  which  increafed  the  number  of  thole  in  the  fleet 
to  fixty-three.  The  admiral  then  refolved  to  fteer  immedi- 
ately for  Barcelona,  in  order  to  fave  that  city,  and  the  pro- 
vince of  Catalonia,  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  who  at  that  time  had  a  numerous  army,  and  a 
great  naval  force,  under  the  command  of  M.  T'ourvilie,  or 
at  leaft  very  near  the  place.  The  French  admiral  had  no 
fooner  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  our  flee»-,  than  he 
retired  precipitately  from  before  Barcelona,  and  foon  after 
Ihut  himfelf  up  in  the  port  of  Toulon,  which  put  it  en- 
tirely out  of  difpute,  that  the  maritime  powers  were  now 
able  to  give  law  to  France  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The 
iiege  of  Barcelona  too  was  raifed,  to  the  infinite  joy  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  who  teftified  his  gratitude  for  this  fignal  af- 
liftance,  in  the  warmeft  and  moft  public  mnnner  pofl!ible. 

Our  admiral,  indeed,  found  the  Spanifh  affairs  in  the 
moft  diftrefl"ed  condition  imaginable.  '1  iieir  Armada  con- 
fjfted  but  of  ten  fiiips,  and  of  thefe  four  oiily  w  ere  of  the 
line  of  battle  j  the  re(i  of  fmall  force,  and  fo  rorten,  that 
they  coqld  fcarce  endure  the  firing  of  their  own  guns. 
Their  army  in  Catalonia  was  in  a  ftill  worfe  condition  ;  it 
confifted  but  of  9006  men,  without  clothes,  without  pay, 
without  provifions,  without  artillery,  and  even  without 
tents.  The  towns  on  the  fea  coaft  were  fo  meanly  fortifi- 
ed, that,  on  the  approach  of  a  French  fquadron,  the  peo- 
ple had  no  other  way  to  fecure  themfelves  but  by  flight. 
Admiral  Ruflei  ftated  all  this  in  a  letter  to  the  king,  and  at 
the  fame  time  offered  the  viceroy  of  Catalonia  to  do  all 
that  was  in  his  power  for  his  affiftance  j  v,/hich,  however, 
was  not  much,  for,  on  the  other  hand,  the  demands  made 
by  the  viceroy  were  excelTively  unreafonable,  and  what  the 
adniiral  was  able  to  do  could  not  hiuc^  benefit  him  :  which 
was  the  reafon  that,  together  with  ian  apprehenfion  of  pro- 
vifions growing  (hort,  induced  thd  admiral  to  defire  the 
fleet  might  return  home  j  for  which,  when  he  had  made 
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«11  the  neceiTary  preparations,  and  was  on  the  very  point  of 
quitting  the  Spanifh  coaft,  he  received  an  order  under  his 
majel^y's  fignet  and  (ign  manual,  directing  him  to  winter  at 
Cadiz.  This  embarrafTed  him  extremely,  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  no  care  was  taken  to  fend  commiflioners  for  victu- 
alling }  fo  that  this  fell  entirely  upon  the  admiral,  and  was  ' 
no  fmall  addition  to  the  load  of  cares  with  which  he  was 
already  opprefled.  dt 

Yet,  confidering.the  importance  of  the  fervice,  the  dan- 
gers to  which  the  men  would  be  expofed  by  mifmanage- 
ment  in  this  affair,  and  how  far  the  honour  of  the  £ngli(h 
nation  was  at  (lake,  he  applied  himfelf  to  this  new  employ-^ 
ment  with  fuch  diligence,  that  never  men  were  better  fur- 
hilhed  with  providons  and  wine }  and  this  too  was  mana- 
ged with  fo  great  economy,  that  notwithftanding  the  appa- 
rent difference  between  obtaining  provifions  for  a  great  fleet 
and  fingle  ihips,  yet  th?  former  was  victualled  at  as  fmall 
an  expence  to  the  public  as  the  latter,  and  in  many  cir- 
cumflances  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  ;  nor  did  the  admiral, 
when  he  found  it  neceffary,  make  any  fcruple  of  engaging 
his  perfonal  credit  and  private  eltate,  for  the  ieryice  of  his  ; 
country.  v     "  * 

"While  the  fleet  continued  before  Alicant,  the  admiral  dl- 
fpatched  a   fquadron  of  ten  fail,  under  the  command  of  '• 
rear  admiral  Neville,    with  orders  to  cruize  between  the  ■ 
iilands  and  the  Barbary  coafl,    as  well  to  intercept  any 
Frencii  velTeis  that  might  pafs  that  way,  as  to  procure  wood  • 
■and  ofner  neceffaries  for  the  fleet.    Soon  after  this,  the  ; 
admiral  falling  ill  of  a  fever  and  bloody  flux,  he  devolved  \ 
the  care  of  the  fleet  on  vice  admiral  Aylmer,  with  orders  to  , 
join  rear  admiral  Neville,  and  in  cafe  he  had  any  news:  of ; 
ihe  French  fleet's   being  come  out  of  Toulon,  to  fail  in  • 
queft  of  them  without  delay  ;  but  if  not,  to  return  to  Ali-  » 
cant,  which  he  did  on  the  tenth  of  September.     The  ad-  ,^ 
miral,  though  in  a  very  weak  flate  of  health,  went  very. 
loon  on  board,    and  refumed  the  command  of  the  fleer, 
with  which  he  proceeded  to  Cadiz,  where  he  arrived  on  the  t. 
eighth  of  November,  1694,  and  took  all   the  neceffary  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  the  French  from   paifing  the  Streights,  j 
without  receiving  proper  notice  of  their  motions. 

While  he  continued  there,  the  Spaniards  fent  him  frequent 
advices  of  the  French  fleet's  being  ready  to  quit  Toulon; 
uhich,  however,  he  did  not  much  regard,  as  having  better 
intelligence  of  his  own.  It  is  true,  the  French  fleet  was 
kept  clean  and  well  rigged  during  the  winter,  .with  defign  to 
l^ave  brought  it  round  to  Bred  i  but  the  advices  they  had  of 
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admiral  Ruflel's  force,  and  their  knowledge  of  his  diligence, 
had  fuch  an  effeiSt  on  the  mind  of  M*  Tourville,  that  he 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  rifle  the  (hips  under  his  com- 
mand in  fo  dangerous  a  paiTage.  His  catholic  majefty  was 
all  this  time  foTiciting  our  admiral  to  undertake  impoilibili* 
tics,  fuch  as  tranfporting  five,  then  feven  thoufand  men, 
from  Genoa  on  board  his  men  of  vvar,  though  he  knew  them 
to  be  foul  by  their  being  fo  long  at  fea,  and  but  indifferently 
provided  with  vidluals  *,  which,  though  the  admiral  refufed, 
yet  he  did  it  with  great  decency,  and  at  the  fame  time  of- 
fered unanfwerable  reafons  in  fupport  of  his  own  condu£t ; 
adding^  that  he  would  Write  hothe  to  demand,  amongd 
other  fupplies,  a  reafonable  number  of  land  forces  :  and  in 
this  manner  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  fpun  out. 

It  is  now  requifite  to  take  notice  of  what  was  done  at 
liome  in  relation  to  naval  affairs ;  and,  in  the  firfl  place,  I 
muft  obferve,  that  the  king,  on  his  return  from  Flanders, 
under  the  efcort  of  a  fmalt  fquadron,  commanded  by  the 
marquis  of  Caettnarthen,  called  the  parliament  together  on 
the  twelfth  of  November,  and  opened  the  feffions  with  a 
fpeech,  which  began  thus  t  "  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  here, 
**  when  I  can  fay  our  affairs  are  in  a  better  pofture,  both  by 
•*  fea  and  land,  than  when  we  parted  laft.  The  enemy  has 
*'  not  been  in  a  condition  to  oppofl  our  fleet  in  the  feas ; 
**  and  our  fending  fo  great  a  force  into  the  Mediterranean 
**  has  difappointed  their  deligns,  and  leaves  us  a  profpe<51:  of 
**  further  fuccefs."  He  recommended  to  them,  at  the  fame 
time,  early  and  effedual  fupplies,  and  the  paffmg  fome  good 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  feaimen.  The  commons  re- 
ceived thefe  propofitions  very  chearfully,  and  having  ex- 
arhined  theeflimates  that  were  hid  before  them  for  the  next 
year,  voted  a  fupply  of  2,382,7121.  for  the  navy,  which  fuf- 
ficiently  (hewed  how  eafy  it  was  to  engage  the  nation  to  give 
money,  when  they  had  any  tolerable  profpe<5t  of  feeing  it 
well  laid  out. 

The  death  of  queen  Mary,  which  happened  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  year,  ferved  not  only  to  damp  the  fpirits  of 
the  people,  who  had  a  wonderful  affedlion  for  the  perfon  of 
that  princefs,  but  to  give  the  enemies  of  the  government  an 
opportunity  to  attennpt  diftrefling  the  nation,  by  pretending 
that  the  parHamcnt  was  legally  diflblved  by  her  majedy's  de- 
mife.  This,  however  ilrange  and  (ingutar,  was  the  fenti- 
ment  of  her  maje(ly's  uncle,  the  earl  of  Rochefter,  and  of 
fome  others ;  but  certainly  it  was  but  very  ill  founded.  The 
executive  part  of  the  government  was,  by  law,  in  kingWil- 
liam  only,  though  the  title»  as  well  as  the  right,  was  de- 
clared 
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clared  to  be  in  their  majefties  jointly.  The  calling  of  a  par- 
liament was  certainly  an  adt  of  the  executive  power,  and 
confeqUently  it  ought  to  have  been  underftood  in  law  as  the 
fptcial  atid  immediate  i6i  of  the  king,  though  the  writs  ran 
in  the  joint  names  of  both  their  majefties,  as  all  other  ads 
of  ftate  did,  yet  without  impeachment  or  diininution  of  the 
king's  authority.  Upon  this  principle,  and  no  body's  fe- 
conding  the  ^arl  of  Rochefter  in  his  motion  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  the  parliament  was  held  to  be  no  way  affef^ed  by  her 
death,  but  proceeded  in  its  deliberations  as  if  no  fuch  acci- 
dent had  happened. 

A  confiderable  fupply  being  fent  to  the  fleet  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  admiral  Ruflel  refolved  to  f^nd  a  fmall 
fquadron  up  the  Streights ;  it  was  compofed  of  fix  (lout  fri- 
gates, and  the  command  given  to  captain  James  Killegrew, 
who  had  inftrudions  to  prote^  our  own  trade,  and  to  an- 
noy that  of  the  enemy.     In  their  cruize,  on  the  i8th  of 
January,  1 695,  they  difcovered  two  French  Ihips,  viz,  the 
Content,  commanded  by  the  marquis  dti  Chalard,  of  fevcn- 
ty  guns,  and  the  Trident,  under  count  d'Aulnoy,  of  fixty 
guns,  between  Cape  Bona  and  the  ifland  Pantalaera  oh  the 
Barbary  coall.     The  French  then  of  War  miftook  the  En- 
glifh  for  merchantmen,  and  bore  down  upon  them,  but, 
quickly  perceiving  their  miftake,  endeavoured  to  get  away. 
It  was  four  in  the  afternoon  before  captain  Killegrew,  in  the 
Plymouth,  could  come  up  with  them  ;  and,  the  wind  being 
then  calm,  {he  alone  engaged  both  the  French  (hips  for  the 
j'pace  of  more  than  an 'our,  in  which  time  capt.  Killegrew 
was  killed  by  a  cannot  (hot.    Then  came  up  the  Falmouth, 
capt.  Grantham,  who  engaged  them  for  near  another  hour, 
till  the  other  four  Englifh   frigates  came  in :  whereupon  the 
French  feparated,    the  Carlifle,  Newcaftle,  and  Southamp- 
ton, purfued  the  biggelV  of  them,  and   the  Falmouth  and 
Adventure  the  lefTei",  the  Plymouth   being  forced  to  bear 
away  for  Me(rma,  having  loft  her  fore-top- maft,   and   her 
other  marts  and   rigging  being  very  much  (battered.    Tlie 
French  made  a  running  ifight  the  night  following  and  part  of 
the  next  day,  when,  their  (hips  being  difabled,  and  the  count 
d'Aulnoy,  one  of  their  commanders,  with  many  of  their  men 
killed,  they  both  yielded.     One  of  them,  called  the  Trident, 
being  leaky,  and  it  blowing  very  fre(h,  the  Englilh  fent  her 
to  Gorgonti,  and  carried  the  Content  to  Meffina,    where 
they  arrived  the  2d  of  March.    The  Plymouth  had  fourteen 
men  killed,  and  thirty  wounded,  and  there  might  be  about 
twice  that  number  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  reft  of 
the  ftiips.    The  brave  captain  Killegrew  was  mterred  at 
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Meflina  with  all  the  honours  due  to  his  rank  and  merit.  The 
news  of  this  a£lion  reached  home  much  about  the  time  that 
the  lords  prefented  their  addrefs,  which  was  a  very  fortunate 
circumftance  for  the  friends  of  the  court,  who  mentioned  it 
on  all  occafions  as  a  h&.  which  fully  fupported  their  argu- 
ments. On  the  other  fide,  a  large  account  of  this  a^air 
was  printed  at  Paris,  in  which  the  marquis  du  Cbalard  faid  a 
great  many  fine  things  of  himfelf  and  his  nation,  but  after 
all  admits  they  were  beat. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1694,  a  great  fupply  of  pro- 
vlfions  arrived  from  England,  and  ibon  after  admiral  Ruf- 
fel  detached  rear-admiral  Neville,  with  a  Urong  fquadron, 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French.  In  the  beginning  of 
AiprW  arrived  the  land  forces,  confifting  of  about  four  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  brigadier 
Stuart  and  other  experienced  ofHcers,  and  with  them  came 
a  large  fleet  of  victuallers,  and  twelve  bomb  vefTels.  The 
fleet  then  failed  from  Cadiz,  and  proceeded  to  Barcelona, 
before  which  port  they  arrived  early  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  found  the  SpaniQi  affairs  in  Catalonia  in  the  fame  de« 
dining  way  in  which  they  left  them,  notwithltanding  all 
the  prefling  remonftrances  which  had  from  time  to  time 
been  made  by  our  admiral  to  the  Spanidi  court  on  that  fub- 
je6t. 

In  the  mean  time  rear-admiral  Neville  was  fent  to  efcort 
a  body  of  Spanilh  troops,  which  were  to  be  tranfported 
from  Final  into  that  province.  He  had  alfo  dire6lions  to 
apply  himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  in  order  to  be  inform- 
ed, whether,  with  the  afTiftance  of  the  fleet,  he  could  un- 
dertake to  invade  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  France,  or 
to  aflilt  in  a  defign  that  was  then  formed  againft  Toulon. 
But  his  highnefs,  being  intent  upon  taking  Cafal,  de- 
clined entering  upon  any  meafures  of  this  nature ;  and  there- 
fore rear  admiral  Nevill  was  forced  to  content  himfelf  with 
the  other  part  of  his  in{^ru(5tions,  and  rejoin  the  grand  fleet 
with  the  Spanifh  troops  under  his  protedion,  which  he 
very  iiappily  performed. 

Il  was  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  July,  when  the 
ni'^rquis  de  Gaftanaga,  the  Spanifh  governor  of  Catalonia, 
formed  the  defign  of  retaking  Palmos,  in  which  he  defired 
'Jie  alfiflance  of  admiral  RuiTel.  To  this  purpofe  he  made 
him  a  vilit  on  board  the  fleet,  where  the  admiral  told  him 
the  fituation  things  were  in,  the  necelTity  he  was  under  of 
fending  home  Sir  John  Munden  with  fome  of  the  largell 
Ihips,  and  the  impofTibility  there  was  of  fuffering  the 
troopti  to  continue  for  above  a  week   or  a  few  days  lobger 
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on  (hore.  However,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  difficulties  and 
difappointments,  he  aflured  the  marquis,  that  he  was  ready 
to  do  the  very  uttnod  in  his  power,  both  by  landing  the  -r 
troops,  and  by  fending  in  a  fquadron  of  light  vefTels  to 
bombard  the  place.  In  confequence  of  thefe  refolutions, 
the  confederate  forces,  confiding  of  four  thoufand  Englifh 
and  Dutch,  were  landed  j  the  former  under  the  command 
of  brigadier  Stuart,  the  latter  under  that  of  count  NaiTau. 

This  was  on  the  9th  of  Augufl,  and  it  was  the  next  day 
before  they  joined  the  Spanifh  army,  the  very  .fight  X)f 
which  was  enough  to  difcourage  them.  To  enumerate 
their  wants,  would  be  tedious  and  unneceflary,  iince  in 
truth  they  were  in  want  of  every  thing ;  and,  if  our  people 
had  not  by  accident  brought  with  them  fome  pick-axes  and 
ihovels  on  fhore,  they  could  not  have  intrenched  chemfelves  ; 
which,  however,  was  very  necefTary,  fince  the  French  had 
not  only  a  good  garrifon  in  Palamos,  but  an  army  at  leafl 
equal  to  that  of  the  Spaniards,  within  fight  of  the  place. 
The  bombardment,  however,  fucceeded  better ;  the  great- 
efl  part  of  the  town  and  caflle  were  deflroyed  :  but  the  ad- 
miral, being  informed  that  the  French  fleet  were  coming 
out  of  Toulon,  thought  proper  to  reimbark  his  forces,  and 
to  fail  for  the  coall  of  Provence,  in  order  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy. 

After  his  departure  from  the  coafl  of  Catalonia,  the  ad- 
miral met  with  exceeding  bad  weather,  which  hindered  him 
from  accomplifhing  fome  things  he  had  in  view.  He  found 
alfo,  that  his  intelligence  as  to  the  defigns  of  the  French 
had  not  been  very  exaft,  anci  therefore  thought  it  advife- 
able  to  retire  down  tlve  Streigbts  j  which  he  did,  and  ar- 
rived, towards  the  latter  end. of  the  month  of  September, 
in  the  bay  of  Cadiz.  There  he  made  the  necefTary  difpo- 
iitions  for  fecuring  our  trade  in  the  Mediterranean  from  any 
interruption,  by  leaving  a  fufficient  force  to  fruftrate  the  de- 
figns of  the  enemy,  and  even  toafTifl  the  Spaniards,  in  cafe 
.they  fhewed  any  greater  care  of  their  own  concerns  after  his 
departure  than  they  had  hitherto  done :  and,  having  t^ken 
thefe  precautions,  and  given  proper  in(lru£iions  to  Sir  Da- 
vid Mitchel,  rear  admiral  of  the  red,  who  was  to  be  left 
with  a  fquadron  of  three  and  twenty  (hips  of  the  line,  be- 
fides  frigates  and  bomb  vefTels,  he  turned  his  thoughts  en- 
tirely to  the  carrying  the  reft  of  the  fleet  back  to  England, 
mofl  of  the  great  fhips  being  very  fou^  and  many  of  them 
but  indifferently  manned.  This  defign  he  very  happily  ac- 
complifhed,  arriving  in  Novembej:  with  twelve  fail  of  great 
Vol.  IV.  ,  Ji,  k  *  Ihips, 
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(hips,  exclufive  of  the  Dutch,  a  frigate  or  two,  and  fome 
fii^e-fhips,  on  our  own  coafl. 

We  are  now  to  confider  what  paiTed  at  home,  and  how 
thofe  meafures  were  profecuted,  which  had  been  concerted 
for  humbling  the  French  on  the  ocean.  Our  attempts  the 
year  before  had  not  indeed  anfwered  the  fanguine  iexpe(Slati- 
ons  of  ignorant  people,  who  imagined  that  they  were  not 
to  have  left  a  houfe  (landing  on  all  the  French  coaft,  and  on 
the  other  hand  Teemed  but  to  ju(lify  too  well  what  fuch  as 
were  bed  (killed  in  maritime  a(fairs  had  advanced  as  to  the 
hnpo(ribiIity  of  performing  any  great  fervices  in  the  way  of 
bombarding ;  yet  it  was  refolved,  that  this  (hould  be  pur- 
fued.  The  great  men  in  the  cabinet,  amongft  whom  was 
the  famous  earl  of  Sunderland,  perhaps  the  ableft  minifter 
(if  his  time,  thought  themfelves  better  judges  of  thefe  mat- 
ters than  either  the  feamen  or  the  people,  and  while  they 
were  able  to  (hew  their  own  force  for  the  prefent^  and  while 
leflen  the  French  power  for  the  future,  and  give  in(inite  un- 
ealinefs  to  the  whole  French  nation  by  fuch  expeditions, 
the  expehce  of  them,  though  condderable,  wais,  in  their 
judgments,  very  far  from  being  thrown  away. 

They  were,  belides,  very  ren(ible,  that  nothing  could 
enable  lifs  and  our  allies  to  continue  the  war  with  any  prof- 
pe£l  of  fuccefs,  but  our  making  fuch  ufes  of  our  neet  as 
might  Ie(ren  the  vifible  fuperiority  of  the  enemy's  forces  by 
land.  This  had  been  e(fc£luajly  done  by  admiral  Ru(rel 
while  he  continued  in  the  Mediterranean ;  for  though  he 
found  it  impo(nble  to  enable  the  Spaniards  to  do  any  thin?, 
who  had  little  or  rather  no  force  at  all,  yet  he  had  vi(ibTy 
prevented  the  lofs  of  Barcelona,  and  indeed  of  all  Catalo- 
nia, which  nothing  but  his  prefence  could  have  kept,  either 
this  year  or  the  la(t,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  French,  and 
the  bbmbardments  of  laft  year  had  fruftrated  all  the  French 
fcheines,  and  kept  their  whole  naval  force  ulelefs  in  their 
ports,  which  had  been  otherwife  employed  to  our  preju- 
dice. 

The  fleet  intended  for  this  fervice  was  in  fuch  forward- 
nefs  by  the  middle  of  June,  that  the  lord  Berkeley  of  Strat- 
ton,  who  was  to  command  it,  had  orders  to  repair  on  board. 
On  his  arrival  at  Spithead,  a  council  of  war  was  called,  in 
order  to  con(ider  what  (hould  be  (ird  undertaken ;  and, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  it  was  refblved,  that  th^re  was 
the  greateft  probability  bf  fucceeding  iigalnft  St.  Malo's. 
But  the  Dutch  admiral  Allemonde  having  ac^ainted  lord 
Berkeley,  that  he  had  the  king's  abfolute  orders  to  con(ider 
the  jprojed  for  attacking  Dunkirk  before  all  others,  this  oc- 
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cafioned  a  fre(h  delay.  However,  when  it  was  propofed 
that  the  Dutch  (hould  a£l  feparatcly  in  this  lafl  undertak- 
ing, it  was  by  them  declared  impradlicab.'e,  and  a  full  re- 
folution  taken  to  execute  immediately  the  defign  againfl:  St. 
Malo's. 

With  this  view  the  fleet  failed  on  the  twenty-third  of 
June ;  and  on  the  fourth  of  July  lord  Berkeley,  A^it^  all 
the  (hips  under  his  command,  came  before  the  place,  and 
began  inilantly  to  bombard  Quince  fort  to  the  weftward,  and 
the  battery,  raifed  by  the  enemy  to  the  eaftward,  on  point 
Danbour,  between  which  is  the  channel  of  the  town.  The 
firft  fervice  was  performed  by  colonel  Richards,  who  had 
three  Englifh  and  two  Dutch  bomb  vefTels  under  his  com- 
mand, and  the  latter  was  committed  entirely  to  the  Dutch, 
who  employed  therein  four  bomb  veflels  for  many  hours. 
On  the  fifth,  every  thing  being  ready  to  attack  the  town, 
lord  Berkeley,  about  four  in  the  morning,  gave  the  fignal. 
Upon  this  captain  Benbow  went  on  board  the  Charles  gal- 
lev,  and  hoifted  a  flame-coloured  flag,  and  immediately 
a»er,  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  frigates,  appointed  to  guard 
the  bomb  veilels,  entered  the  channel,  and  came  to  an  an- 
chor within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  town,  having  colonel 
Richards,  with  the  bomb  vefllels,  in  a  line  before  them. 
About  fix  the  bombardment  began.  All  this  time  the  en«- 
my  fired  very  warmly  from  the  fliore,  from  the  batteries  on 
the  great  and  little  bay  in  the  iiland  of  Danbour,  their  gal- 
lies  and  boats  taking  alfo  the  opportunities  of  the  tides,  and 
rowing  fometimes  fo  near  as  to  gall  with  their  fmall  (hot  the 
line  of  bomb  vefllels.  Yet,  in  fpite  of  this  interruption^ 
the  bombardment  was  fo  vigoroufly  purfued,  that  about 
eight  o'clock  a  great  fire  broke  out  in  the  call  part  pif  the 
town,  and  vaft  clouds  of  fmoke  were  feen  afcending  in  fe- 
veral  places.  Lord  Berkeley,  admiral  Aliemonde,  and  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel,  came  in  their  boats  to  encourage  the 
feamen,  and  exprefled  much  fatisfa6lion  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  attack  was  difpofed. 

An  Englifh  and  Dutch  fire  fliip  fet  the  wooden  fort  oh 
the  Quince  rock  on  fire,  which  burnt  for  two  hours ;  and 
aboutFour  in  the  afternoon  a  great  fire  broke  out  in  the  weft 
part  of  the  town.  By  feven  in  the  evening  the  bomb  veifels 
had  fpent  their  whple  cargo  of  nine  thoufand  bombs  and 
carca^»  and  therefore  the  fignal  was  made  to  put  to  f^. 
This  enterprise  was  executed  by  fix  Enelilh  and  four  Durdi 
men  of  war,  nine  galliots,  fourteen  Bat-bottomed  boats, 
and  two  briganttnes.  The  lofs  -futt^ined  by  tbe;,eA^t*s 
fire  were  fixty  men  killed  and  wounded^  a  bomb  y^Mel  called 
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the  Terrible,  fo  Shattered,  that  they  were  forced  to  fet  her 
on  fire,  two  boats,  and  three  or  four  barks  funk.  The 
bombardment  laded  fomewhat  more  than  eleven  hours, 
with  all  the  fuccefs  that  could  poffibly  be  expeded,  a  great 
part  of  the  place  being  burnt,  and  the  enemy  reduced  to 
the  neceffity  of  blowing  up  feveral  houfes,  to  prevent  the 
Wholeffrom  being  deftroyed. 

The  French  accounts  do  indeed  contradict  thefe  ;  but^  at 
the  fame  time,  they  are  fuch  as  cannot  either  raife  the  re- 
putation of  France,  with  impartial  judges,  ordifcredit  what 
has  been  advanced  on  this  fubjedl  by  the  £ngli(h  and  Dutch. 
M.  Quincy  tells  us,  that  the  court  appointed  marfhal  Choi, 
feul  to  command  on  the  coaft  of  Britany.  At  La  Hogue 
he  had  two  battalions  of  marines,  three  of  militia,  a  regi- 
ment of  horfe,  and  a  regimenc  of  dragoons ',  and,  befides 
thefe,  he  had  a  numerous  corps  de  refer ve.  M.  d'Eftrees 
commanded  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rochelle  another  con- 
fiderable  body  of  forces.  The  care  of  Breft,  and  the  ad> 
jacent  couittry,  was  committed  to  M.  Vaubon,  who  had  a 
fpecial  commiiTion  to  enable  liim  to  command  the  marines, 
of  which  there  were  twenty-two  battalions  on  the  coaft. 
.411  this  iliews  how  apprehenfive  the  French  were  of  thefe 
vifits,  into  what  confufion  they  put  them,  and  what  mighty 
expences  they  were  obliged  to  be  at^  in  order  to  provide 
againft  their  efFedts. 

After  this  affair  was  over,  a  fmall  fquadron  proceeded  to 
Granville,  a  place  of  fome  trade.  This  fquadron  conMed 
of  eight  frigates,  and  as  many  bomb  vefTels.  On  the  eighth 
of  July,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  captain  Benbow  an« 
chored  before  the  place,  and  colonels  Richard,  about  an 
hour  afterwards,  began  the  bombardment,  which  laded  till 

.fix  in  the  evening,  and  then  the  fquadron  bore  away,  leav- 
ing the  town  all  in  flames,  which  is  a  faft  the  French 
have  never  offered  to  difpute,  though  moft  of  their  writers 
flip  it  over  without  faying  a  word.  On  the  ninth  the  fleet 
appeared  before  Havre  de  Grace ;  not  with  any  defign  to  at- 
tack it,  but  merely  to  alarm  and  harrafs  the  enemy :  which 
having  performed,  they  failed  for  Portfmouth,  in  order  to 
make  the  neceffary  preparations  there  for  an  attempt  upon 
Dunkirk,  the  ^eftrudlion  of  which  port  would  have  given 
equal  fati$fa£tion  to  the  Englifh  dnd  Dutch,  both  nations 
iuffp|"ing  very  much,  though  not  equally,  by  her  privateers, 

'^l:dch  were  the  very  bane  of  all  ouriibrthern  and  coafl 

K.J  On  the  return  of  the  fleet,  four  hundred  foldiers  wereim- 
jbgiediately  embarke()>  and  Mr,  Meefters  received  orders  to 
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prepare  his  machines,  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  the  whole 
affair  depended.  After  this,  all  the  proper  machines  were 
concerted  with  that  engineer.  But,  whether  through  foine 
backwardnefs  in  him,  or  from  what  other  accident  it  is  not 
very  clear,  fo  it  was,  that  the  month  of  July  expired  be- 
fore the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk  was  made.  On  the  firfl  of 
Auguft  lord  Berkeley  Tent  in  the  bomb  ketches,  fire  (hips, 
and  machine  veflels,  with  feveral  light  frigates  and  brigan- 
tines,  to  prote£):  them  againd  the  enemies  ha]^-gallies,  and 
other  armed  boats,  of  which  they  had  a  great  many.  About 
nine  in  the  morning  the  bombardment  began ;  about  two 
in  the  afternoon  four  /moke  (hips  were  fent  in,  which  were 
burnt  to  FTttle  or  no  purpofe.  The, bomb  veflels,  however, 
continued  firing  till  about  five,  and  then  with  the  frigates, 
t^c,  were  ordered  off.  Several  of  the  (hells  fell  into  the 
rife-bank  and  upon  the  pier-heads,  and  three  of  the  enemy's 
half  gallies  were  funk.. 

Lord  Berkeley,  notwithftanding  this  difappointmbnt,  re- 
folved  to  profecute  his  orders,  and  conriing  before  Cadiz, 
called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined,  to  en- 
deavour firft  of  all  to  burn  a  wooden  fort  ere£led  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  pier-heads,  which  was  furiiilhed  with  fourteen 
heavy  cannon  j  and,  with  feveral  othei*  batteries,  defended 
the  entrance  of  the  place  ip  fuc.h  a  manher,  that  it  was  ab- 
folutely  impoffible  any  thing  couldi  be  undertaken  till  thefe 
obfl^cles  were  removed.  To  this  end  colonel  Richards  was 
ordered  to  £11  two  w^ll-boats  with  the  materials  of  a  fire 
Ihip,  and  to  difpofe  the  boats  for  making  a  formal  attack. 
Several  accidents  prevented  the  execution  of  this  defign  till 
the  feventeenth  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  when,  anchor- 
ing eaftward  of  the  town,  the  bonibardment  began  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  that  by  noon  the  place  was  on  fire  in  feveral 
parts.  About  this  time  the  enemy's  half  gallies  came  out» 
and  flood  along  under  the  fhore,  in  order  to  break  the  line 
of  bomb  veflels ;  but  the  frigates  and  brigantines  (landing 
in,  put  them  into  fuch  confufion,  that  they  retired  with 
precipitation,  and  with  much  difficulty  recovered  the  pier- 
heads. The  bombardment  was  then  continued,  without 
any  interruption,  till  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  by  which 
time  fix  hundred  (hells  were  thrown  into  the  place.  The 
magazine  and  the  rife-bank  were  entirely  burnt,  feveral 
houfes  deftroyed,  and  many  more  very  much  damaged; 
with  this  particular  circumftance  in  our  favour,  that,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  and  a  prodigious 
^r^  from  their  Ipattcries,  we  fvjffpred  very  little  lofs ;   only 
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captain  Ofborne,    who  commanded  the  Alborough  ketch 
was  killed  by  a  cannon  bail. 

I'he  marquis  of  Caermafthen,  who  had  the  command  of 
a  fq'.iadron  llationed  off  the  Scilly  iHand^,  was  fo  unlucky 
as  to  midake  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  for  the  Breft  fquadron  j 
v>hereupon,  without  takihg  any  pains  to  be  fatisped  whe- 
ther he  was  or  was  not  in  the  right,  he  retired  immediately 
intoMilfoid  haven,  which  expofed  the  Barbadoes  fleet  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  many  of  them  were  loft,  two  £a(l- 
india  (hips  were  taken  at  lea,  and  three  more  were  either 
burnt  or  taken  near  Galway  in  Irebnd,  by  Tome  privateers 
u6^ing  under  kin^  James's  coirimiflton.  Thefe  five  (hips, 
bifhop  Burnet  tells  us,  were  worth  a  million,  ^nd  therefore 
we  need  not  be  furprifed,  that  by  the  lofs  of  them,  which 
affeded  fo  many  people,  a  great  clamour  was  raifed  among 
the  merchants. 

The  campaign  in  Flanders  being  over,  king  William  re- 
turned to  England,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  O^ober  arrived 
at  KenHngton,  and  iinmediately  after  publi(hed  a  proclama- 
tidh,  by  which  he  diHblved  the  parliament,  and  called  a 
n6w  one,  which  was  to  meet  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  No- 
'^ember  following.  About  the  fame  tiine  bir  George  Rooke 
received  orders  to  proceed  with  all  expedition  to  the  fleet, 
witi)  the  fquadron  under  his  comn^and.  He  was  on  this  oc- 
cafion  declared  admiral  of  the  wh|tb,  and  admiral  and  com- 
mainder  in  chief  of  liis  majelly's  fliips  in  the  Mediterranean, 
M'ith  inftrudions  to  prbte£l  the  Etiglifh  commerce,  to  an- 
noy the  enemy,  and,  in  cafe  they  paiTed  the  Streights,  to 
follow  them  with  the  whole  fleet,  for  a  Klrength  proportipna- 
J)le  to  theirs. 

Sir  George  parted  from  the  Englifti  coaft  on  the  fixteenth 
of  Offtober,  1695,  with  feventy  fail  of  men  of  war  and 
merchantmen  under  his  command,  and  in  thirty-eight  days 
arrived  fafely  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz.  There  he  appli^  him- 
feif  with  the  utmofl  diligence  to  the  fecuring  the  fafe  return 
of  the  Turkey  fleet,  and  prote6ling  every  where  the  Englrih 
trade  from  the  danger  to  which  it  ftood  expofed  from  the 
It'rench  privateers  ;  but,  as  to  the  latter  part  of  his  inftruc- 
tions,  he  found  himfelf  fcarce  in  a  capacity  to  carry  them 
into  execution,  the  force  he  had  in  the  port  of  Cadiz  being 
much  inferior  to  the  ftrength  he  knew  the  French  hsd  at 
Toulon,  and  therefore  he  was  obKged  to  provide  the  bcft 
The  could  for  his  fecurrty  there :  many  of  the  great  Epglifh 
ihips,  and  moA  of  the  Dutch  under  nis  comtnand,  being  fo 
foul,  that  it  would  have  been  unfafe  to  have  hazarded  theni 
in  an  Engagement.  In  this  fltuation  Sir  Georee  Rooke  re- 
/  •  .      mained 
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mained  for  fome  time,  and  then  received  his  maje(ly*s  com* 
mands  to  return  for  England. 

AVe  now  enter  on  the  tranfadiions  of  1696)  in  which 
both  the  French  and  the  allies  were  refolved  to  exert  their 
utmoft  force  for  continuing  the  war,  though  they  were 
both  heartily  weary  of  it,  and  had  fufficient  reafons  to  wiili 
for  peace.  At  home  our  party-debates  ran  higher  than  ever. 
The  Tories  were  formed  into  a  fixed  oppofition  to  gov^^-n- 
ment,  making  it  a  capital  point  of  patriotifm  to  perplex 
public  affairs  -,  the  Knglifli  merciiants  were  exceedingly 
uneafy  at  the  lofles  they  had  fuAained  in  trade,  and  all 
Scotland  was  in  confufion  on  account  of  the   oppofition 

f'ven  to  the  projed):  they  had  fornied  for  eftablilhing  an 
aft-India  company,  and  making  alfo  a  fettlemjent  in  the 
Weft-Indies  at  Darien. 

While  the  parliament  diredied  its  councils  to  the  End- 
ing out  remedies  proper  for  fo  many  evils,  the  French 
were  contriving  how  they  might  turn  our  dome^ic  difpures 
moft  to  their  own  advantage,  and  at  laft  prcjf(Sied  the 
means  to  fet  on  foot  a  conlpiracy  here,  while  they  were 
preparing  there  ;dl  things  neceflary  for  the  making  a  for- 
midable invailon.  Thus  at  the  clofe  of  the  war  they  made, 
as  their  policy  commonly  is,  vaft  effort^,  as  well  iti  hopes 
of  carrying  their  point,  as  to  jufltfy  their  departure  from  it^ 
in  cafe,  ajter  fo  bold  an  attempt,  they  (hould  meet  with 
frefh  difappointments. 

It  was  pretty  early  in  the  wijnter  tl^at  t^e  French  king 
formed  the  projed):  of  invading  England, .  and  by  this  tneans 
reftoring  king  James.  But  the  firft  fufpicioi^,  that  w^s  had 
here  of  his  defign,  arofe  from  his  making  a  gr^nd  promo- 
tion of  fea-oj95icer5»  and  amongft  tlvem  no  fewer  than  twenty 
captains  of  men  oJF  war  %  which  looked  as  if  they  did  not 
intend  to  let  their  fleets  be  idle,  as  they  had  dorie  ^or  two 
years  paft  :  and  what  greatly  alarmed  the  nation  was,  that 
we  had  no  confiderable  naval  force  a,t  home  to  oppofe  them. 
Their  greateft  preparations  being  at  Toulon,  confounded  our 
politicians  not  a  little,  and  ferved  to  keep  their  attention 
/ixed  at  the  Mediterranean. 

But  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1696,  tb^  French 
fchenie  began  to  unfold  itfelf,  by  the  early  falling  of  a  fleet 
to  Dunkirk.  It  was  ufual  for  them  to  fend  a  |ar^  nuniber 
of  vi(5luallers  thither  in  the  winter,  efcorted  by  a  fmail  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war.  B^t  the  fl^^t  now  ient  wa^  much 
greater  t)ian  forioierly,  and  the  ^uadrpi^  that  failed  with 
it  as  an  efcort,  confided  of  feventeen  men  of  war.  Soon 
^ftertl^isan  army  of  tweijty  t))0)i»fand  men,  drawn  with  aU 
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poflible  filence  from  the  adjacent  garrifons,  was  brought 
down  to  the  fca-coafls,  and  Ave  hundred  tranfports  pro* 
vided  with  extraordinary  diligence  and  fccrecy,  in  order  to 
carry  over  the  greater  part  of  them  to  England,  while  moft- 
of  our  large  (hips  were  laid  up,  and  the  reft  either  in  the 
Mediterranean,  or  refitting  here,  in  order  to  be  fent  thi- 
ther. So  that  hitherto  ail  things  feemed  to  favour  the  views 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  not  a  little  rejoiced  at  an  accident 
that  happened  at  Gillingham  in  the  river  Medway,  where 
the  Royai  Sovereign  took  fire,  and  was  totally  confumed, 
though  without  prejudice  to  any  of  the  (hips  which  lay 
near  her. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Louis  XIV.  to  have  embarked  at 
Dunkirk  16,000  men,  who  were  to  be  commanded  by  king 
James  in  perfon,  and  under  him  by  the  marquis  of  Har- 
court,  then  lieutenant- general,  and  afterwards  marfhal  of 
France.  This  embarkation  was  to  have  been  efcorted  bv 
two  ftrong  fquadonrs  under  the  marquis  of  Nefmond  and 
John  du  Bart,  all  which  might  have  been  executed,  if  bad 
weather  and  contrary  winds  had  not  prevented  it.  In  the 
mean  time  the  duke  of  Berwick,  Sir  George  Berkeley,  and 
fomc  other  experienced  officers,  were  fent  over  to  difpofe  the 
malcontents  here  to  perform  their  part  in  this  undertaking. 
But,  when  all  things  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  perfed):  readi- 
nefs,  the  whole  fcheme  was  happily  difcovered,  and  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  February  the  king  came  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  fent  for  the  commons,  and  in  a  fet  fpeech  informed 
them  of  the  whole  affair. 

At  the  fame  time  orders  were  given  for  afTembling,  with 
the  utmoft  diligence,  the  greateft  number  of  (hips  polfible  j 
and  admiral  Ruilel,  after  having  afTifted  at  a  board  of  ad- 
miralty,- where  proper  inftrudions  were  prepared,  went 
down  to  Deal,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February  hoirted 
the  Union  flag  on  board  the  Viftory,  and  in  a  few  days 
ftooil  over  to  the  coaft  of  France,  having  under  his  com- 
mand upwards  of  fifty  (hips  of  the  line,  Englifh  and  Dutch, 
at  a  time  when  the  French  believed  we  could  not  aflemble 
ten  ;  which  extraordinary  expedition  confounded  all  their 
de(]gns,  and  rendered  the'invafion  abfoluteiy  impraiflicable, 
after  all  the  pains  and  expence  that  had  \)ecn  for  fome 
months  employed  about  it.        • 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  the  ad:niral  came  to 
an  anchor  off  G ravelin,  with  part  of  the  fket,  and  lord 
Berkeley^  with  a  fquadron  under  his  command,  lay  between 
him  and-  Dunkirk.  As  the  admiral  pafTe  '  by  Calais,  he 
perceived  the  harbour  crowded  with  all  forts  of  fmall  vefTels 
1 V- .  V. -: •  ■       ••  •  ■    •'•  for 
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foT  the  Intended  embarkation  of  the  French  troops.  As  for 
the  feventeen  men  of  war,  which  were  to  have  efcorted 
them,  thirteen  were  run  in  as  clofe  to  the  pier  of  Dtinkirlc 
as  pofllble,  as  proved  to  be  all  large  ihips.  Sir  Cloudelley 
Shovel,  with  Jome  other  experienced  officers,  were  fent  to 
look  upon  them,  to  fee  if  there  was  any  poiribility  of  burn- 
ing them  or  not ;  but,  after  a  long  confultation  with  Mr. 
Meefters  and  the  engineers,  it  was  declared  to  be  impracti- 
cable, and  thereupon  the  admiral  determined  to  quit  that 
ftation,  and  return  into  Dover  road,  leaving  a  fquadron 
under  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy. 

This  fquadron  continued  cruizing  in  the  Downs  all  the 
month  or  March,  without  attempting  any  thing ;  but, 
towards  the  end  of  the  month,  being  reinforced  with  feveral 
Dutch  (hips,  firefhips,  and  bomb-vcflels,  he  received  or- 
ders, on  the  fecond  of  April,  to  undertake  the  bombard- 
ment of  Calais  ;  in  purfuance  of  which,  he  immediately 
cjme  before  that  town,  and  made  the  neceifary  difpofitions 
for  executing  thofe  orders.  On  the  third  the  bomb-vcfTels 
began  to  iire  about  noon,  and  continued  firing  till  evening, 
in  which  time  above  three  hundred  bombs  and  carcafTes 
fell  either  in  the  town,  or  among  the  (hips  in  the  harbour, 
with  fiich  efTedt  as  to  kindle  fires  in  both,  and  mud  cer- 
tainly have  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief.  But  as  moft  of 
the  bomb-veffels  and  brigantines  had  their  rigging  de(lroy-> 
ed,  and  their  mortars  difmounted,  (the  wind  too  blowing 
very  hard  from  the  (bore).  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  having 
left  a  fquadron  to  keep  in  the  French  men  of  war  at 
Dunkirk,  returned  into  the  Downs,  where  he  received  or- 
ders on  the  nth  of  April  to  join  the  grand  fleet  at  Spithead. 
But,  before  he  could  execute  thefe  orders.  Sir  George 
Hooke  arrived  in  the  Downs  with  his  fleet  from  the 
Streights,  and  took  upon  him  the  command. 

All  the  views  of  France  were  now  totally  difappointed, " 
and  the  Englifll  flrength  at  fea  became  fo  formidable,  that 
they  wefe  able  to  undertake  little  or  nothing  againd  it. 
Yet,  16  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and  in  fome 
meafure  to  embarrafs  the  £ngli(h  and  Dutch,  orders  were 
difpatched  to  the  Toulon  fquadron.  diredting  that  it  (hould 
immediately  fail  into  the  ocean  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  John 
du  Bart  was  commanded  to  proceed  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Dunkirk,  with  eight  men  of  war  and  two  firC'lhips.  In 
the  mean  time  Sir  George  Rooke  arrived  at  Spithead, 
after  having  detached  feveral  of^  his  cleaned  diips  for  parti- 
cular fervices,  receiving  there  a  commilTion  appointing  him 
"•••..  V  •  admiral 
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admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet.  His  in<» 
ftru£lions  were,  to  lye  in  fuch  a  ftation  as  (hould  be  mod 
proper  for  preventing  the  Toulon  fquadron  from  getting 
into  any  of  the  ports  of  France  ;  upon  meetin?  them  he 
was  to  Hght,  and,  upon  his  receiving  notice  or  th^r  get* 
ting  into  any  port,  he  was  to  ufe  his  utmoft  -endeavours  to 
burn  or  de(lroy  them  there  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  had  intelli- 
gence of  their  getting  fafe  to  Breft,  he  was  then  to  return 
to  I'orbqy,  and  to  remain  there  till  he  Ihould  receive 
orders. 

'On  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1696,  Sir  George  Rooke 
with  the  fleet,  being  on  the  coaft  of  France,  received  cer- 
tain intelligence,  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  was  fafely  ar- 
rived at  Bred  Upon  this  he  held  a  council  of  war,  wherein 
it  was  refolved,  that,  as  many  of  the  largeft  fhips  in  the 
fleet  were  very  foul,  and  the  whole  much  inferior  to  the 
combined  fquadrons  in  the  harbour  of  Breflf,  they  fliould 
immediately  purfue  the  laft  part  of  their  in(^ru£lions,  and 
return  to  Torbay  ;  which  accordingly  they  did,  and  there 
the  fleet  was  foon  reinforced  to  the  number  in  the  whole  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  fail,  of  which  no  fewer  than  eighty* 
five  were  of  the  line  of  battle. 

A  refolution  having  been  taken  in  the  privy-council  as 
to  the  bombarding  the  French  coafts,  orders  were  fent  to 
Sir  George  Rooke,  towards  the  latter-end  of  the  month  of 
May,  to  return  to  the  fervice  of  the  board  as  one  of  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  it  being  intended  to  intrufl  the  fleet, 
or  at  leaft  fuch  a  part  of  it  as  (hould  be  employed  in  the 
before-mentioned  fervice,  to  the  care  of  the  lord  Berkeley  of 
Stratton,  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  the  year  before. 
Thefc  orders  reached  Sir  George  Rooke  on  the  twenty- 
fevcnth  of  May,  1696  j  but,  before  he  returned  to  London, 
he  received  advice,  that  feventy  French  men  of  war  were 
aflually  lying  in  Camaret-bay,  with  three  blue  flags,  and  a 
white  one  flying,  of  which  he  gave  advice  to  the  admiralty, 
on  his  coming  to  town. 

Lord  Berkeley  hoifted  the  union  flag  on  *:  jard  theBritannia 
on  the  third  of  June,  1696,  the  fame  day  that  Sir  George 
Rooke  fet  out  for  London  ;  but  he  foon  found,  that,  not- 
withflanding  his  commifTion,  he  was  very  far  from  having 
the  command  of  the  fleet :  for  having  propofed  to  a  council 
of  war  the  attacl:ing  of  Brefl,  which  was  the  project  ap- 
proved by  the  privy-council,  they  refolved  that  it  was  in 
their  opinion  impradtioable,  as  on  the  fixteenth  of  the  fame 
month  they  did  the  fame  as  to  the  propofal  of  Sir  George 
Rooke,  before-mentioned.    His  ]ordf)iip  being  determined, 
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however,  not  to  remain  any  longer  ina£live,  failed  on  the 
twenty-fourth  for  the  French  coaft.    On  the  third  of  July 
the  admiral  fent  the  Burford  and  the  Newcaftie,  with  a 
fire-(hip,  to  the  ifland  of  Groy,  with  orders  to  land.     On 
the  fourth  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  about  two  leagues 
from  Belleide,  and  barges  and  pinnaces  were  immediately 
manned,  in  order  to  make  a  defcent  upon  Hoat,  one  of  the 
iflands  called   Cardinals,  which  they  performed,  ravaged 
the  whole  ifland,  and  burnt  the  only  town  that  was  upon  it : 
they  did  the  fame  in  the  ifland  of  Hodicke,  and  brought  off 
a  great  number  of  cattle.     On  the  flfth  a  great  reinforce- 
ment was  fcnt  to  captain  Fitzpatrick,  who  had  landed  in 
the  ifland  of  Groy,  where  they  deftroyed  twenty  villages, 
containing  about  thirteen  hundred  houfes,  took  a  fliip  from 
Newfoundland,  and  twenty  fmall  veflels,  and  carried  off 
about  flfteen  hundred  horfes  and  black  cattle. 

The  fame  day  Sir  Martin  Beckman,  who  was  fent  to 
bombard  the  town  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  ifle  of  Rhee,  per- 
formed his  commiflion  very  exactly,  throwing,  in  the  fpace 
of  one  night,  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty  bombs 
and  carcafles  into  the  place,  by  which  the  beft:  part  of  the 
town  was  entirely  burnt  down,  with  ail  their  warehoufes, 
and  the  goods  contained  in  them,  notwithflanding  the  place 
was  very  well  fortifled,  and  our  fquadrons  fuflained  a  very 
warm  fire  all  the  time.     On  the  feventh  the  fame  fquadron, 
which  confifted  but  of  ten  men  of  war,  bombarded  Ollonne, 
and  in  the  fpace  of  a  night  threw  into  it  almofl  two  thoufand 
bombs  and  carcafles,  which  had  fuch  an  effeOt^  that  the 
town  was  feen  to  be  on  fire  in  fifteen  places  at  once.    After 
this  the  admiral,  not  finding   it  convenient  to  land    on 
Belleifle,  continued  to  alarm  the  French  coaft  till  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  ;  and  then,  through  want  of 
provifions,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  fleet,  occafioned  by 
making  feveral  detachments,  he  found  himfelf  under  a  ne-^ 
ceflity  of  returning  to  Spithead. 

The  French  afledled  to  ridicule  thefe,  as  they  had  done 
former  bombardments,  and  the  fame  humour  -  feems  very 
unaccountably  to  have  poflefled  abundance  of  people  at 
home.  Even  Mr..Burchet,  fpeaking  of  my  lord  Berkeley's 
exploits,  calls  them  little  enterprises  ;  and  yet  no- 
thing is  more  certain,  than  that  rhe  French  were  grievoufly 
afleSed  by  them,  their  country  being  kept  in  a  perpetual 
alarm.  This  the  reader  will  eahly  difcern,  when  he  is  told, 
that  between  Breft  and  Goulet  there  were  forty  batteries 
ere£led  on  one  fide,  and  twenty-five  on  the  other  ;  that  on 
thefe  batteries  were  mounted  nineteen  mortars,  and  four 
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liundred  and  eighty-nine  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  above 
fixty  thoufand  men,  quartered  up  and  down  on  the  coafls 
to  prevent  the  bad  effects  of  an  inyafion.  If  France  had 
been  under  no  concern*  fuch  precautions  would  never  have 
been  taken  ;  if  flie  was,  the  bombardment  tiiat  fpread  this 
terror  muil  not  have  been  fuch  (light  things  as  fome  wri- 
ters endeavour  to  reprefent  them,  or,  if  they  were,  what 
vere  thofe  whom  they  fo  frighted  ? 

it4S  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  care  taken  this  year  of 
cxu  trade  was  (o  great,  that  the  orders  of  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  were  fo  well  executed,  that  our  feveral  fleets  of 
merchantmen  returned  fafe,  not withi landing  the  French 
made  it  their  principal  bulinefs  to  intercept  them.  In  two 
inftancesy  indeed,  we  were  fomewhat  unlucky :  the  firil 
wa&  in  Newfoundland,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given 
elfcwherc  j  the  other  in  refpedl  to  the  Dunkhk  fquadron„ 
of  which  the  following  is  a  very  exaft.  account  :  In  the 
month  of  May,  1696,  rear-admiral  Benbow  had  the  com- 
iKiand  given  him  oi  a  fmall  number  of  (hips,  with  orders  to 
prevent  Du  Bart  from  getting  out  of  that  port.  When  the 
fear  admiral  arrived  before  it,  he  found  the  French  fqua-. 
dron  ready  to  fail,  and  his  own  too  fmall  to  guard  both  the 
f  aft  and  the  north  channel.  He  did,  however,  his  bed; 
but  the  weather  proving  hazy,  and  he  cruizing  before  the 
fiorth  channel,  Du  Bart  gave  him  the  flip,  and,  having  a 
fair  wind»  was  quickly  out  of  reach. 

Rear-admiral  Benbow  refolved,  however,  to  purfue  him, 
9nd  did  ib^  but  the  Dutch,  for  want  of  proper  orders,  re- 
^iUed  to  follovv  him.  Du  Bart  in  the  mean  time  executed 
iii»fchemey  which  was  to  attack  the  Dutch  Baltic  fleet  in 
fheic  return  home,  which  he  performed  on  the  eighth  of 
June.  This  fleet  confided  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  fail 
ef  merchant  ihips  under  an  efcort  of  five  frigates.  Du 
Sar(  rook  ail  the  men  of  war,  and  at  leafl  half  the  mer- 
chantmen* In  the  height  of  this  victory  the  outward  bound 
Bahic  fleet  appeared  in  fight  under  an  efcort  of  thirteen 
men  of  war,  who  immediately  attacked  Du  Bart,  and 
forced  him  to  burn  four  of  the  men  of  vvar,  and  thirty-five 
merchantmen,  and  to  turn  the  fifth  frigate,  which  had  on 
board  the  crevvs  of  all  the  reft,  adrift,  fo  that  fhe  was  re- 
mllEen'r  byt,  according  to  the  French  accounts,  became 
ImicIv  after  all  with  fifteen  prizes  into  the  road  of  Dunkirk. 

Rear  admira!  Benbow  convoyed  afterwards,  with  his 
(quodron,.  our  northern  fleet  to  Gottenburgh,  and  thence 
•proceeded  •  to  Hamburgh  }  and,  returning  hoiT\ewards  io 
|i)a  month  pf  Septcnpber,  he  h?d  fight  pf  D.u  Bart's  fqua- 
h    ■ , i;  .  dron, 
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^ron,  and  chafed  him  till  he  faw  it  was  to  no  purpofe : 
he  had  the  fatisfadtion  foon  after  of  joining  four  Englifh 
and  eleven  Dutch  Eaft-India  (hips,  which  came  north- 
about,  and  thereby  efcaped  the  French  privateers,  and  luck- 
ily enough  for  them,, even  Du  Bart  himfelf,  though  they 
muft  have  had  fight  of  his  fquadron. 

Thus  ended  the  naval  operations  of  this  year  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  where  we  certainly  difappointed  all  the  French 
deiigns,  did  them  no  fmall  damage  on  their  coafts,  kept 
the  bed  part  of  their  fleets  blocked  up  in  their  tiarbours^ 
and  protected  our  trade  better  than  it  had  been  for  many 
years  paft  ;  yet  in  the  next  (edion  of  parliament,  which  be- 
gan on  the  20th  of  Odlober,  1696,  one  of  the  firft  things 
the  houfe  of  commons  did  was  to  enter  into  an  inquiry 
into  the  late  mifcarringes  of  the  fleet,  and  this  expofed  Sir 
George  Rooke  and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  to  feveral  ftri«St 
examinations,  in  which,  however,  nothing  appearing  that 
could  be  conftrued  either  an  omiflion  or  breach  of  duty, 
the  affair  dropped,  and  the  houfe  afterwards  voted  the  fum 
of  2,372,1971.  for  the  maintenance  of  forty  thoufand  fea- 
men,  and  of  the  two  marine  regiments,  and  for  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  navy,  and  the  charge  of  the  rcgiftry  of  the  fea- 
men. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  period  of  our  hiflory,  which 
naturally  leads  us  to  take  a  view  of  what  pafled  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  clofe  of  the 
next  year  1697  >  ^^^y  ^^  ^^^  reafons  for  treating;  this  fub- 
je6t  at  once  have  been  already  given  at  large,  we  fliail  enrer 
upon  it  here  without  farther  introduftion.  The  revolution 
took  place  in  our  colonies  as  eafily  as  it  had  done  at  home, 
on  a  principle  which  was  very  emphatically  exprefled  by  one 
of  our  governors,  who,  when  he  was  fummoned  by  a  man 
of  war  to  fubmit  to  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  very 
fenfibly  anfwered,  that,  if  they  were  king  and  queen  at 
Whitehall,  they  (hould  be  fo  there,  and  proclaimed  them 
immediately. 

By  this  means  the  plantations  were  fecured  agalnft  every 
thing  except  foreign  invafions,  and  to  thcfe  they  were  nor 
long  expofed,  fmce,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1689, 
orders  were  given  for  fitting  out  a  ftjuadron  for  Barbadoes 
and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Lawrence  Wright,  who  was  directed  to  fail  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  and  had  very  ample  inftrudlions  given  him.  It  fell 
out,  however,  in  confequence  of  abundance  of  unlucky  ac- 
cidents, that  he  did  not  leave  Plymouth  till  the  eighth  of 
March  following,    Arciving  in  Carlifle-bay  on  the  eleventh 
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of  May,  1690,  he  found  all  things  there  in  a  better  poflure 
than  he  expected  j  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month, 
when  his  men  were  pretty  well  recovered  of  the  fcurvy, 
he  failed  for  the  Leeward  Iflands,  in  order  to  aflift  general 
Codrington,  who  was  preparing  for  an  expedition  againft 
St.  Chriftopher's,  where  we  had  been  joint  pofleilbrs  with 
the  French,  who  had  now  driven  us  out,  and  had  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  whole  ifland. 

The  commodore  failed  on  the  third  of  June  to  Montfer- 
rat,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  general  from  Antigua  with 
fuch  a  force  as  the  £ngli(h  colonies  could  fupply.  Thence 
they  proceeded  together  to  Nevis,  in  confequence  of  a  re- 
folution  taken  in  a  council  of  war,  to  make  a  defcent  as 
foon  as  pofTible  upon  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher.  On 
the  twenty-third  Sir  Timothy  Thornhill  landed,  with  five 
hundred  men,  to  the  eaft  of  Frigot's  bay,  and,  having 
twice  engaged  and  routed  the  French,  marched  on  to  Bafle- 
terre,  and  in  the  way  beat  the  French  forces  a  third  time. 
This  broke  the  fpirits  of  the  enemy  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  gave  general  Codrington  no  difturbance,  when  he 
landed  with  three  thoufand  men,  and  mardied  the  fame  way. 
The  fleet  at  the  fame  time  failed  into  the  road,  in  order  to 
batter  the  town  and  forts,  while  the  general  attacked  it  by 
land.  The  French,  however,  faved  them  the  trouble,  by 
abandoning  the  place,  and  fetting  it  on  fire.  In  about  three 
weeks  time  the  whole  ifland  was  reduced  ;  and,  the  feafon 
of  hurricanes  coming  on,  the  fleet  returned  triumphantly 
to  Barbadoes,  and  the  deiign  of  making  farther  conqueds 
was  poftponed  to  another  year. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1691,  the  commodore  received 
frefh  orders  from  England,  diret^ing  him  to  flay  fome  time 
longer  in  America }  upon  which  betook  up  fix  of  the  largefl 
merchant- fhips,  turned  them  into  men  of  war,  and  on  the 
twelfth  of  February  failed  for  the  Leeward  Iflands.  There 
an  unhappy  difference  fprung  up  between  him  and  general 
Codrington,  which  ruhied  the  expedition  ;  for  though  in 
the  month  of  April  they  landed  hi  Marigall^nte,  and  in  a 
great  meafure  ruined  that  fettlement,  from  whence  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Guadalupe,  and  remained  there  fome  time ;  yet, 
on  the  news  of  a  French  fquadron's  being  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, they  hafllly  re-embarked  their  forces,  and  refolved  to 
abandon  the  enterprife,  at  the  fame  time  almod  that  the 
French  had  determined  to  abandon  the  ifland.  Soon  after 
this,  commodore  Wright  returned  to  Barbadoes,  where 
finding  his  condu^  univerfally  difliked,  he^  under  pretence 
of  ficknefs,  quitted  the  command,  having  firft  feparated 
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the  fquadron  to  different  fervices ;  and  foon  after  returned, 
with,  very  little  reputation,  to  England. 

The  fame  year  fome  other  expeditions  were  undertaken 
aciinft  the  French  in  this  part  of  the  world.    The  colony 
of  New-England  found  itfelf  fo  liable  to  diilurbance  from 
the  fettlement  the  French  had  at  Port-Royal,  in  Nova- 
$cotia,  that  it  was  refolved  {o  attack  it,  and   that  too  as 
foon  as  the  war  broke  out.    With  this  view,  a  confiderabie 
ideet,  with  feven  hundred  land-forces  on  board,  was  fitted 
out  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Phips,  who  failed 
Arom  Nantafcot  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  April,  169O9  and 
by  the  middle  of  the  next  month  he  completed  his  defign, 
and  reduced  Port-Royal  and  the  adjacent  fettlements  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Engtifh.    His  quick  fuccefs  in  this,  in- 
duced the  colony  to  undertake  an  enterprize  of  greater  im- 
portance, which  was  no  lefs  than  the  reducSlion  of  Quebec, 
the  capital  of  the  French  fettlements  in  Canada.     This  was 
certainly  a  well  laid  fcheme,  and  if  it  had  been  executed 
with  equal  prudence,  mud  have  turned  very  highly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Engliih,  as  experience  hath  convinced  u« 
fince.    The  colony  mewed  on  this  occalion  a  very  extraor- 
dinary meaiure  of  public  fpirit,  by  raifing  no  lefs  than  two 
thoufand  men,  whom  they  embarked  on  board  their  fleet  of 
thirty- two  fail,  great  and  fmall,  without  demanding  or  ex- 
pe^ing  any  ailiflance  from  hence. 

With  this  force  Sir  William  Phips  failed  from  Hull,  near 
Bofton,  on  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  and  arrived  about  the  be- 
ginning of  September,  before  the  river  of  Canada,  but  was 
there  unluckily,   by  contrary  winds,  detained   in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  it  was  three  weeks  before  they  arrived  at 
Quebec.   This  gave  the  count  de  Frontenac,  governor  there 
for  tl^e  French,  an  opportunity  to  prepare  for  l^is  defence, 
and  of  drawing  all  the  (Irength  of  the  colony  to  Quebec, 
which  Sir  WilUam  Phips  expected  would  have  been  divided, 
by  an  army  marching  over  land  and  attacking  Mount- Royal 
fort,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fell  upon  the  city.  This  army 
was  to  confifl  of  a  thoufand  men  from  New- York,  Connec- 
ticut, and  Plymouth  colonies,  and  fifteen  hundred  Iroquois; 
The  Englifh  marched  as  far  as  the  great  lake  of  Canada, 
but  not  finding  canoes  ready  for  them  to  pafs  it,  and  the 
Indians  not  joining  them  according  to  their  agreement,  they 
returned ;  by  which  unfortunate  mifcarriage  count  Frontenac 
had  no  need  to  make  any  detachments  for  the  fecurity  ef 
Mount-Roval. 

Sir  William  fummoned  the  count  to  ifurrender  the  ci^t 
but  received  a  very  infolent  and  haughty  anfwer.    On  the 
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eighth  of  Odober  the  Englifh  Janded,  under  lieuterlant- 
general  Whailey,  to  the  number  of  fourteen  hundred,  for 
to  that  number  they  were  now  reduced  by  the  fmall-pox, 
and  other  difeafes.  In  the  mean  while,  Sir  William  brought 
his  (hips  to  bear  on  the  weft  end  of  the  city,  waiting  till 
general  Whailey  (hould  beginjthe  aflault.  But  this  gentle- 
man hearing  that  count  de  Frontenac  iiad  four  thoufand 
men  within,  and  was  provided  to  make  a  vigorous  defence, 
not  with  ftanding  the  entreaties  of  the  Englifh  foldiers  to  the 
contrary,  refolved  immediately  to  embark.  Sir  William  ex- 
pelling the  fignal  for  their  attacking  the. town  on  the  eaft 
fide,  fent  a  mefTenger  on  (hore  to  know  the  reafons  of  their 
not  giving  the  afTault ;  which  when  he  underftood,  and  faw 
many  of  the  men  were  almoft  frozen  to  death,  to  which 
we  may  add,  the  colonel  and  others  ill  of  the  fmalKpox, 
he  ordered  them  on  board  to  refrefii  themfelves  j  and  calling 
a  council  of  war,  it  was  therein  refolved  to  return.  Thus 
,  ended  this  fruitlefs  expedition,  which  coft  the  colony  of 
New-England  fo  large  a  fum  of  money,  and  as  to  which 
mighty  expedations  had  been  raifed. 

In  the  latter-end  of  October,  169 1,  captain  R'?!ph  Wren, 
who  then  commanded  the  Norwich,  had  orders  to  fail  with 
that  and  two  other  fourth  rates  to  Barbadoes,  and  from 
thenc.  to  the  Leeward  Idands,  where  he  was  to  take  upon 
him  the  command  of  fuch  (hips  as  were  in  that  ftation  i 
and  his  general  inilru£lions  were,  to  fecure  the  trade  and 
plantations,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy.  He  failed  from  Fly- 
mouth  on  the  twelfth  01  December,  and  on  the  iixteenth 
of  the  next  month  arrived  in  Carlifle^bay,  in  Barbadoes. 
He  had  not  been  there  long,  before  he  was  informed,  that 
the  French  had  a  ftout  fquadron  at  fea,  which  had  taken  the 
Jerfey,  that  was  to  have  been  added  to  commodore  Wren's 
fquadron. 

Upon  this  news  the  governor  and  council  of  Barbadoes 
agreed,  that  two  large  merchant- (hips  (hould  be  fitted  out, 
in  order  to  join  the  five  men  of  war  already  under  the  com* 
modore  ;  and  that  with  thefe  he  Ihould  attack  the  French 
fquadron,  though  it  confifted  of  nine  fail.  Accordingly  the 
•commodore  quitted  Barbadoes  on  the  thirtieenth  of  January, 
and  cruized  for  about  a  week,  but  without  feeing  the  enemy, 
and  then  returned.  Another  cotindl  of  war  being  held, 
ft  was  therein  refolved,  that  the  commodore  (hould  proceed 
--«vith  his  fquadron,  and  the  merchant  (hips  that  were  then 
ready,  for  the  Leeward  Iflands.  This  he  accordingly  per- 
formed, and  on  the  twenty-firft  of  February  he  fell  in  with 
a  French  fquadron  of  eighteen  men  of  war^  from  (ixty  to 
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forty  guns.  They  laboured  all  night  to  engage  him,  and 
about  eight  in  the  morning,  on  the  twenty-fecond,  the 
enemy  having  a  fre(h  gale,  and  n;uft  of  the  commodore's 
fquadron  not  a  breath  of  wind,  four  of  their  (hips  bore 
down  upon  the  Mary,  commanded  by  lieu  tenant  Wyat, 
who  (defended  her  very  well,  until  the  commodore  could 
come  to  her  afTidance.  At  the  fan;e  time,  the  Mordaunr, 
commanded  by  caprain  Boteler,  with  one  of  the  hired  (hips, 
and  the  England  frigate,  commanded  by  captain  £  ubbs, 
were  warmly  engaged  in  the  very  midft  of  the  enemy  ;  but 
they  cleared  themfelve^  with  all  the  bravery  imaginable. 
The  commodore  finding  the  great  difproportion  as  to  the 
ftrength,  his  fquadron  confiding  then  but  of  feven  (hips,' 
and  that  the  merchant  (hips,  which  were  under  his  care, 
had  taken  the  proper  and  ufual  methods  for  their  own  fe- 
curity,  he,  after  a  warm  engagement  of  four  hours,  wifely 
provided  for  the  fafety  of  the  (hips  of  war,  under  his  com- 
mand, by  bearing  away.  He  did  this,  however,  with  fo 
little  fail,  that  he  fecured  the  three  fliips  which  the  enemy 
gave  chafe  to  j  and  they,  as  much  tired  of  his  company, 
readily  ftood  away  from  him*.  Thus,  By  a  due  mixture 
of  courage  and  conduct,  th^  commodore  faved  his  fmalf 
fquadron,  and  gained  an  high  reputation,  this  having 
been  reckoned  one  of  the  bed-oondudted  aflions  of  the 
war. 

The  government  being  very  fenfible  of  the  inconvenien- 
cies  refulting  from  their  want  of  having  a  fufficient  force  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  refolved,  in  the  year  1602,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  complaints  that  had  been  made  from  mod  of  the 
colonies  on  that  fubje^,  by  fending  a  powerful  (Teet  thither, 
under  Sir  Francis  Wheeler,  as  gallant  and  as  judicious  anr 
ofHcer  as  any  in  the  navy.  The  fquadron  he  was  to  com- 
mand con(ifted  of  twelve  men  of  war,  be(ides  fmaller  vefTels ; 
and  he  was  likewife  empowered  to  take  under  his  orders 
fuch  (hips  of  war  as  he  (hould  find  in  that  part  of  the  world^. 
He  had  under  Ivs  convoy  alfo  a  eertain  number  of  tranf- 
ports,  with  fifteen  hundred  land-troops,  and  had  affurance 
given  him,  that  he  (hould  find  another  body  of  very  good 
troops  ready  adfetnbled  in  Barbadoes  ;  and,  in  conjunSion 
with  them,  he  had  indrudions  to  fall  upon  fome  of  thfs 
French  fettleDnents,  which  it  was  judged  very  praiSticable  for 
him  to  reduce. 

Sir  Francis  left  our  coails  in  the  beginning  of  January, 

and  on  the  twenty-(ixth  of  the  fame  nfionth  touched  at 

,  Madeira,  from  whence  he  failed  for  Barbadoes,  and  arrived 

there  on  the  firS  of  March.    Th^re  it  was  unanimouriy 
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refolved,  in  a  full  council  of  war,  that  Martinico  fhould  be 
the  place  attacked  }  and  advice  was  fent  to  general  Cod- 
rington  of  the  arrival  of  the  fquadron,  that  he  might  draw 
together  the  forces  of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  in  order  to  join 
the  regiments  brought  from  England,  and  the  troops 
(about  eight  hundred  foot)  raifed  in  Barbadoes ;  to  which 
Sir  Francis  Wheeler  offered  to  join  another  regiment, 
compofed  of  feamen,  to  be  commanded  as  colonel  by  him 
in  pcrfon. 

April  the  fifteenth,  i6g2,  the  fquadron,  with  all  thefe 
troops  on  board,  arrived  atCul  de  Sac  Royal,  in  Martinico  i 
but,  in(^ead  of  proceeding  to  perform  without  delay  what 
they  came  thither  about,  it  was  refolved,  in  a  council  of 
war,  held  on  the  twentieth,  that  the  men  (hould  reimbark, 
and  the  (quadron  fail  to  Dominica,  there  to  take  in  water, 
and  to  give  the  men,  who  were  very  fickly,  an  opportunity 
of  refrefhing  themfelves.  As  the  commodore  was  very  fen- 
fible  this  manner  of  acting  would  be  indifferently  relifhed 
at  home,  he  delired  and  infifted,  that  every  member  of  the 
council  of  war  (hould  give  his  opinion  in  writing  ;  by 
which  it  appears,  fcarce  any  but  Sir  Francis  Wheeler, 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Colt,  were  for  landing  and  afling 
vigoroufly. 

Sir  Francis,  towards  the  latter  end  of  May,  failed  for 
New-England,  and  arrived  at  Bofton  on  the  twelfth  of  June. 
He  immediately  propofed  to  Sir  William  Phips,  then  go- 
vernor, the  attacking  Quebec  a  fecond  time.  But  though 
nothing  could  have  been  more  agreeable  to  that  brave  and 
public-fpirited  man,  yet,  as  circumdances  then  ftood,  he 
could  not  clofe  with  it.  Such  an  expedition  required  a 
llrength  of  four  thoufand  men  at  leaft,  and  thefc  the  go- 
vernor could  not  poflibly  draw  together  by  the  beginning 
of  July,  which  was  the  very  lateft  a  fleet  that  was  to  be 
thus  employed  could  fail ;  and  therefore  this  grand  defign 
appearing  every  way  impradicabie,  was  dropt,  even  by 
thofe  two  men,  who  of  all  others,  had  it  moft  at  heart. 
This  difappointment  determined  the  commodore  to  quit 
Bofton  as  foon  as  poflible ;  and  therefore,  on  the  third  of 
Auguft,  he  left  that  place,  and  proceeded  for  Newfoundland, 
refo!ving  to  attempt  fomething  there  worthy  of  the  force 
with  which  he  left  England,  and  the  honour  allowed  him 
o(  carrying  the  union  flag,  from  a  view  to  the  advantages 
which,  it  was  not  doubted,  would  refult  to  the  nation  from 
\ih  expedition. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft  he  arrived  at  Placentia, 
and  found  the  enemy  much  flronger  there  than  he  expej^d; 
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for,  in  the  firft  place,  the  town  Was  well  fortified  ;  next, 
there  were  in  the  harbpur  feveral  (lout  privateers,  the  haven 
itfelf  excellently  provided  with  batteries,  heavy  cannon, 
bpnabs,  k^c.  with  at  lead  two  thousand  foldiers  and  inha- 
bitants, well  diCcipline(^,  and  moA  of  them  old  buccaneers. 
Sir  Francis,  hpwever,  was  ngit  to  be  difcoqraged  ;  he  called 
a  council  of  w^r,  laid  down  the  method  in  which  the  place 
ought  to  be  attacked  pt  once  by  Tea  and  land,  and  took 
upon  himfelf  the  going  in  with  the  men  of  war  to  batter  the 
great  fort,  which  was  the  raoft  dangerous  part  of  the  unr 
dertaking.  However,  as  there  were  eleven  land  to  fix  fea 
officers  in  this  council,  they  refolved  the  whole  to  be  im- 
poffible  and  impradlicable.  Sir  Francis  Wheeler  was  ex- 
ceedingly chagrined  3t  this  new  difgrace  \  but,  to  (hew  how 
little  this  inadivity  agreed  with  his  difpofition,  he  gave  or- 
ders for  deAroying  the  French  fifhery  at  3t.  Peters  }  which 
was  done  effectually,  and  fo  that  it  w^s  not  foon  or  very 
l^afily  recovered. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Auguft  he  failed  from  the  bay 
of  Bplls  in  Newfoundland  for  England,  where  he  did  not 
arrive  till  the  eighteenth  of  October  following,  his  (hips  in 
a  bad,  and  his  men  in  a  much  worfe  condition,  fo  that  they 
were  fcarce  able  to  navigate  them.  Yet,  as  unfortunate  as 
this  expedition  proved  from  firft  to  laft.  Sir  Francis  never 
fell  ijnder  the  leaft  cenfure.  The  accounts  he  tranfmitted 
home,  joined  to  the  letters  from  the  refpeiftive  colonies, 
and  the  extracts  of  proceedings  in  councils  of  war,  juftified 
him  fo  clearly,  and  fet  his  courage  and  conduiSl;  in  fo  fair  a, 
light,  that,  when  he  arrived  at  Fortfmouth,  he  had  the  fatif- 
faction  of  finding  acommifTion,  appointing  hjm  rear-admiral 
of  the -red;  a  preferment,  which,  as  it  was  obtained  purely 
by  merit,  fo  it  never  expofed  him  to  envy — But  to  look  now 
to  another  coaft. 

The  royal  African  bompany,  find  ing  themfelves  much 
difturbed  in  their  trade  by  the  new  lettlements  made  by  the 
French  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Senegal,  and  having  exa^ 
intelligence  of  the  fchemes  concerted  by  that  nation  tor  ex- 
tending their  own  trade  in  thofe  parts,  and  deftroying  ours, 
refolved  to  ?xert  the  great  force  they  had  in  Guinea,  to  fe- 
cure  thernfelves  from  all  thefe  apprehenfions,  by  attacking 
the  enemy  immediately,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  the  difpof- 
feffing  them  of  their  fettlements,  befpre  they  could  gain  any 
intelligence  of  the  defign.  If,  on  their  forming  this  project, 
they  had  applied  themfelves  to  the  adminiftration,  and  had 
either  procured  affiftance  for  the  execution  of  it,  or  affu- 
rance  of  having  their  conquefts  proteded,  they  ha^  cer- 
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tajnly  carried  their  point,  and  the  French  been  beaten  out 
of  that  advantageous  trade,  perhaps  for  ever. 

But  they  were  at  this  time  (o  much  afraid  of  the  enemy's 
penetrating  whatever  was  tranfa^ed  at  the  fecretary's  office, 
that  theAfrican  company  refolved  to  rifk  this  underftanding, 
without  communicating  their  fecret  to  any  body.  With  this 
view  they  fent  orders  to  John  Booker,  Efq;  then  their  agent- 
general  in  Guinea,  to  attempt,  if  he  found  it  praflicable, 
the  execution  of  the  defign  which  they  had  formed  ;  and, 
that  he  might  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  authority  upon  which  he 
a6^ed,  they  fent  him  a  copy  of  the  comminion  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  king  and  queen,  impowering  them  to  com- 
mit hodilities,  and  annoy  the  enemy  in  any  places  within 
their  jurifdi^lion. 

Mr.  Booker,  upon  receipt  of  thefe  letters  and  this  com- 
miflion,  immediately  applied  himfelf  to  execute  what  the 
company  direAed,  and  in  the  month  of  December,  1692, 
having  drawn  together  a  fufTicient  force,  he  embarked  them 
on  board  the  company's  (hips  and  (loops,  and,  failing  from 
the  river  of  Gamble,  arrived  in  the  mouth  of  .the  river  of 
Senegal  on  new-year's-day,  1 693.  Having  with  fome  dilH- 
culty  got  over  the  bar,  he  made  the  nece(rary  difpofitions  for 
attacking  Fort  Bourbon  ;  but  the  governor,  M.  Dumoulin, 
knowing  his  own  condition  beft,  and  that  he  mud  foon  be 
compelled  to  furrender,  fent  to  Mr.  Booker  to  demand  terms, 
upon  whicn  he  offered  immediately  to  give  up  the  place. 
This  propofition  was  accepted,  and  the  £ngli(h  that  evening 
entered  into  pofTelTion  of  the  fort,  which  the  French  had 
held  upwards  of  fifty  years. 

Mr.  Booker  continued  here  till  the  twenty- fifth  of  the 
fame  month,  and  then  embarked  his  forces  in  order  to  make 
a  defcent  on  the  ifland  of  Goree,  the  only  place  which  re- 
mained to  the  French  in  Guinea.  He  arrived  there  on  the 
firft  of  February  ;  and,  after  alarming  the  enemy  till  the 
fourth,  he  in  the  night  landed  an  hundred  ipen  under  the 
old  fort,  from  whence  he  advanced  to  attack  the  new,  called 
the  fort  of  St.  Michael,  a  well-fortified  place,  furni (bed 
with  twenty-eight  pieces  of  cannon.  They  made  fome 
(hew  of  defending  themfelves  at  firft  ;  but,  being  indiffe- 
rently provided  with  ammunition,  about  noon  they  defired 
to  capitulate  and  on  the  eighth  marched  out  with  all  mili- 
tary honours,  and  were  carried  to  James-idand,  in  virtue  of 
the  articles  figned  by  Mr.  Booker ;  from  whence  they  were 
to  be  tranfported  into  Europe  on  board  the  company's  (hip- 
ping, but  at  their  own  expence. 
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Affairs  in  the  Weft-Indies  went  all  this  time  extremely  ill : 
the  French  deftroyed  our  trade  by  their  privateers,  difturbed 
our  fettlements  continually,  and  frequently  made  defcents 
upon  them,  particularly  on  Jamaica,  where  they  committed 
great  havock,  and  enriched  themfelves  exceedingly  at  our 
expence.  The  few  (hips  of  war  we  had  in  thofe  parts  were 
fo  far  from  being  able  to  defend  our  colonies  efl'ct^hially, 
that  feveral  of  them  were  taken  by  the  enemy  ;  and,  in 
ihort,  things  were  in  fo  bad  a  way,  that  the  adminiftration 
at  home  thought  the  lofs  9(  our  colonies  no  improbable 
thing,  as  appears  by  the  in(lru£tions  given  to  the  commo- 
dores of  the  fquadrons,  and  the  commanders  in  chief  of 
the  land-troops.  On  the  other  hand,  our  good  allies  the 
Spaniards  were  no  lefs,  or  rather  were  ftill  more  diftrefled 
by  the  enemy  than  we  }  all  trade  between  their  colonies 
was  deftroyed,  their  coafts  plundered,  and  every  thing 
fubje<St  to  the  mercy  of  the  privateers,  that  were  equipped 
in  whole  fquadrons  from  the  French  fettlements  in  Hif- 
jpaniola. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1694  feme  propofa^s 
were  laid  before  the  council,  for  our  undertaking,  in  con- 
jun£tion  with  the  Spaniards,  to  drive  the  French  out  of  the 
ifland  of  Hifpaniola.  To  this  there  was  at  firft  fome  at- 
tention given  }  but  afterwards  it  being  reprefented,  that  the 
Spaniards,  at  the  bottom,  were  not  either  willing  or  able 
to  join  with  us  in  any  fuch  undertaking,  it  was  laid  aHde. 
Other  buGnefs  intervening,  it  does  not  appear  either  the 
council  or  the  board  of  admiralty  thought  any  more  of  the 
plantations  till  towards  the  latter  jcnd  of  the  year,  when 
they  were  alarmed  with  the  account  of  a  brilk  attempt  made 
upon  Jamaica  by  M.  Ducaffe,  the  French  governor  of  St. 
Domingo.  He  failed  in  the  month  of  June  with  three  men 
of  war,  and  twenty-three  tranfports,  having  on  board  fifteen 
hundred  men  for  the  coaft  of  Jamaica,  where  tliey  arrived 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  fame  month,  and  made  a  de- 
fcent  on  Port-Morant,  which  they  found  abandoned,  and, 
marching  from  thence  up  the  country,  they  plundered, 
burnt,  and  deftroyed  whatever  they  met,  and  carried  off 
money  and  effects  to  a  very  great  value.  But  they  foon 
found,  that  tlie  fine  fchemes  of  conqueft  they  had  formed 
to  themfelves  were  altogether  impradiicable,  and  that  the 
only  thing  they  had  to  do  was  to  return  with  what  they  had 
got.  The  people  of  Jamaica,  when  they  found  their  pro- 
perty in  danger,  afTembled  readily  for  its  defence,  and  be- 
haved themfelves  fo  well  in  an  engagement  with  the  French, 
that  it  contributed  not  a  little  to  make  the  latter  for  the  pre- 
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lent  fictc  of  this  deHgn,  and  to  nindcr  them  from  refuming 
any  project  like  it  afterwards. 

1  he  complaints  that  were  fent  home  on  this  affair,  joined 
to  the  reprcfentations  of  other  colonies,  the  remonArances 
pf  the  Weft-India  merchants,  and  the  fear  of  a  parliamen- 
tary inquiry,  obliged  the  miniftry  to  refum:  this  long-ne- 
gleded  lubje^l,  and  to  think  feriouHyof  fending  to  America 
fuch  a  force,  and  under  fuch  officers,  as  mieht  do  more 
than  had  hitherto  been  done.  With  this  view  they  diredtcd, 
that  a  fquadron  of  five  fail  of  men  of  war,  and  two  fire-(hips, 
with  twelve  tranrport-vefTcls,  Hiould  be  got  ready,  with  the 
utmoft  diligence  and  fccrecy,  to  rendezvous  at  Plymouth 
in  the  beginning  pf  the  year  1695.     The  Command  of  the 
fquadron  was  given  to  captain  Robert  Wilmdt,  an  officer  of 
great  reputation  and  experience.     The  command   of  the 
land-forces  was  intruded   with  colonel  Luke  Lillingfton, 
and  that  they  might  be  the  more  fubjeif^  to  orders,  and 
better  directed,  they  were  reduced  into  a  Kingle  regiment, 
fronfifting  of  twelve   hundred   men  j    and,    befides   thefe, 
there  were  fpare  arms  for  another  regiment,  and  in  ihort 
every  thing  elfe  provided  that  could  be  defired  for  fecuring 
the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  expedition  ;  and  all  this  was  done 
with  fuch  fecrecy,  that  even  the  officers  who  were  to  be 
employed  had   no  diftin^l:  knowledge  of  the  deHgn  they 
>vere  to  execute,  but  only  knew  in  general,  that  they  were 
to  be  fent  to  the  Weft-lndics  to  protect  our  plantations, 
and  annoy  the  enemy. 

When  all  things  were  ready,  the  commodore  had  his  in- 
ftru£tions  given  him  fealed  up,  with  orders  not  to  open  them 
till  he  arrived  in  the  latitude  of  forty  degrees.  Inftru6lions 
were  alfo  given  to  colonel  Liilingfton  for  the  regulating  of 
his  conduct,  and  for  giving  him  a  clear  view  of  the  extent 
pf  his  command.  Before  they  fet  out  for  Plymouth,  both 
the  commodore  and  the  colonel  were  feparately  exhorted  to 
be  extremely  careful  in  keeping  up  a  right  correfpondence, 
becauf^  that  hitherto  all  our  expeditions  had  fuffered  more 
through  the  weaknefs  .;nd  mifunderilandings  of  our  own 
commanders,  than  through  any  extraordinary  courage  or 
fondudt  (hewn  by  the  enemy  j  and,  that  this  might  be  the 
^afier,  their  conrimands  were  made  as  dilli£);  as,  the  nature  of 
the  fervice  confidcred,  it  was  pofllble. 

The  fquadron  filled  from  Plymouth  the  latter  end  of  the 
month  of  January  ;  but,  before  they  were  in  a  condition  to 
a£i,  the  commanders  differed,  and  all  things  were  in  con- 
fuiion.  Colonel  Lillingllon  in  his  account  ailerts,  that  the 
commodore  opened  his  inftrudtions  in  an  unwarrantable 
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fnanner,  and  that,  after  he  had  done  fo,  he  propofed  to  the 
colonel  to  take  what  care  they  could  of  themfelves  at  the 
expence  of  the  public  fervice.  The  colonel  rcjedcd  this 
oner  as  became  a  man  of  honour,  and  the  commodore 
thenceforth  prepared  to  execute  his  fcheme  in  fpite  of  all 
the  colonel  could  do  to  prevent  him. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  1695,  they  arrived 
before  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  where  the  Spani(h  gover- 
nor, on  the  recept  of  the  King  of  Spain's  letters,  promifed 
them  all  the  afllftance  in  his  power  ;  but  how  he  performed 
this  promife,  is  not  very  well  agreed.  Mr.  fecretary  Burchet 
an  his  hiftory  charges  him  with  creating  unneccfTary  delays, 
which  were  of  great  prejudice  to  the  expedition.  On  the 
other  hand  colonel  Lillingfton  afierts,  that  the  Spanish  gover- 
nor behaved  in  every  refpedt  like  a  man  of  honour,  concerts 
ed  with  him  the  meafures  necelTary  to  be  taken  for  attacking 
Cape  Francois,  and  performed  all  he  undertook  with  the 
utmoft  punduality.  It  mud  be  obferved,  that  the  force  of 
the  allies  then  in  Hifpaniola  was  fuch,  as  that  the  ruin  of 
the  French  fettlements  might  have  been  well  expeded  fron^i 
it.  The  SpaniHl  governor  marched  one  thoufand  feven 
handred  ;  the  commander  of  our  land-forces  was  able  to 
debark  about  twelve  hundred  men  ;  the  commodore  promif- 
ed to  join  his  force  with  five  hundred  feamen^  the  Spaniards 
actually  added  three  men  of  war  to  our  fleet,  and,  to  pre- 
vent any  difputes  about  the  command,  the  Spaniih  admiral 
took  down  his  flag. 

The  firft  thing  that  was  attempted  was  the  ruin  of  the 
French  fettlement  at  Cape  Francois.  When  the  fleet  was 
arrived  within  fight  of  the  place,  the  commodore  abfolutely 
prelcribed  the  place  where  tlie  land-forces  fhould  go  on 
ihore ,;  and  though  colonel  Liliingfton  reprcfented  to  him, 
that  it  was  extremely  hard  to  oblige  the  troops  to  a  marclji 
of  five  leagues  and  alialf,  wlien,  by  only  rowing  one  league 
and  a  half,  the  boats  might  land  them  clofc  by  the  fort 
which  they  were  to  attack,  the  commodore  gave  him  barely 
the  hearing,  but  purfued  his  own  projeit,,  and  they  foon 
dicovered  with  what  view. 

The  Englifli  and  Spanifti  troops  joined,  and  continued 
their  fatiguing  march  till  they  arrived  within  five  miles  af 
Fort  St.  Francis,  where  they  faw  the  French  blow  up  their 
works,  and  abandon  the  place.  When  the  troops  came  up, 
they  were  furprized  to  find  the  Englilh  colours  hoifted  on 
the  fort,  and  a  fmgle  feaman  left  to  attend  them  :  but  the 
myftery  was  foon  explained  j  commodore  Wilmot  no  fooncr 
jfaiW  ^he  place  abandoned^  than  he  rowed  to  fliore  with  five 
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ihundred  men,  entered  it,  and  carried  off  all  that  was 
worth  carrying.  This  difgufted,  as  it  well  might,  both  the 
Englifh  and  Spaniili  forces  ;  and,  if  they  had  not  been 
compofed  of  veteran  troops,  and  men  who  had  a  great  re- 
fpeft  for  their  officers,  a  mutiny  muft  have  followed,  which 
would  have  deftroyed  the  whole  defign.  But  colonel  Lil- 
lingflon  pacified  them  as  well  as  he  could,  by  promiflng  to 
take  care  they  (liould  not  be  treated  in  this  manner  for  the 
future,  if  it  was  in  his  power  to  prevent  it. 

After  this  extraordinary  exploit  it  was  refolved  to  attempt 
Port  de  Paix,  where  M,  Ducafle  commanded  in  perfon  ; 
but  he  quitted  the  place,  leaving  in  it  a  garrifon  of  fix  hun- 
dred men.  .'•-•: 

On  the  firfl  of  June  the  Engiifh  and  Spanifh  troops 
marched  by  two  different  i-oads  toward  the  place  they  were 
to  attack,  and  the  fquadron  failed  thither  at  the  fame  time, 
but  with  this  extraordinary  circumftance,  that,  if  the  Spa- 
nifti  admiral  out  of  pure  humanity  had  not  left  fome  tranf- 
ports  to  take  in  our  fick  men,  they  mufl  have  been  left  to 
perifh  ;  for  commodore  Wilmot  had  fomething  elfe  in  his 
head  than  to  take  cate  of  invalids,  and  had  therefore  failed 
as  foon  as  the  refolution  was  taken.  The  march  was  very 
fatiguing ;  it  took  up  fixteen  days  before  they  arrived  in  fight 
of  Port  de  Paix,  and  then  there  was  a  great  deal  of  time 
lofl  in  getting  the  artillery  and  ammunition  on  fhore.  At 
lafl  this  too  was  performed,  and  the  fiege  of  the  place  was 
begun  in  a  regular  manner  :  and  the  commodore,  to  fhew 
his  willingnefs  to  afTiil,  landed  a  great  body  of  feamen,  and 
invefled  it  on  the  other  fide. 

On  the  third  of  July,  the  breach  being  pra£l!cable,  and 
colonel  Lillingdon  employed  in  making  the  necefTarydifpofl- 
tions  for  a  general  florm,  the  enemy  took  a  refolution  cf 
deferting  the  place,  and  forcing  their  way  through  the 
quarter  of  the  commodore.  T  heir  force  confified  of  about 
five  hundred  and  thirty  men,  of  which  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  were  negroes,  but  well  armed  and  difciplined. 
Their  greatefl  difficulty  was  to  carry  off  their  women,  chil- 
dren, and  the  mofl  valuable  part  of  their  effeds.  The 
latter  they  packed  up  firft,  and  put  them  in  fmall  bundles 
on  the  backs  of  the  women,  who,  with  the  children,  march- 
ed in  the  front,  under  a  good  efcort,  while  three  hundred 
men  fell  into  the  quarters  of  our  feamen,  and,  by  expoiing 
themfelves  to  a  very  br'.fk  fire,  which  lafted  for  a  long  time, 
gave  the  reft  an  opportunity  to  retreat.  The  affair  was 
conducted  with  equal  refolution  and  addrefs  j  but  not  with- 
out a  very  confiderable  lofs. 
<  -  ',     V  .  .  Colonel 
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Colonel  Lillingfton,  as  foon  as  he  had  lieard  the  firings 
guefled  at  the  caufe,  and  immediately  detached  his  brother, 
with  two  hundred  and  hfty  men,  to  fupport  the  feamen. 
When  major  Lillingi>on  arrived,  the  affair  was  over,  and 
he  marched  diredly  to  ttike  pofTeflion  of  tlie  fort,  in  order 
to  fecure  whatever  the  French  had  left  behind  them  ;  and 
Jiaving  pofted  centinels  every  where,  and  put  the  reft  of  his 
men  under  arms,  he  thought  that  a^l  was  fafe,  but  in  this 
he  was  miftaken  ;  commodore  Wilmot,  at  the  head  of  his 
.whole  corps  of  feamen,  followed  him  inftantly.  As  foon 
as  the  ccrtr.nodore  came  up  to  him,  he  clapped  his  hand  upon 
his  (boulder,  with  this  familiar  fnlutation,  '*  Now,  major, 
I  am  ftronger  than  you/'  After  which  he  removed  his 
guards,  broke  open  the  (hire- houfes,  and  carried  off  every 
thing  that  was  worth  taking,  '*  with  a  dexterity,"  fays  co- 
lonel Lillingfton,  **  very  natural  to  feamen." 

This  kind  of  proceeding  was  not  like  to  produce  much 
good  ;  the  commodore  offered  to  carry  the  fick  men  to  Ja- 
maica, and  to  leave  colonel  Lillingfton  to  attempt,  in  con-" 
jun&ion  with  the  Spaniards,  the  taking  Leogane  and  Petit- 
Guavas  ;  but  they  were  weary  of  fuch  kind  of  treatment, 
and  ha4  fo  many  men  difabled  by  the  unneceftary  hardfliips 
to  which  they  had  been  expofed,  that  it  was  refolved,  in 
a  council  of  war,  not  to  profecute  either  of  the  defigns  be- 
fore-mentioned ;  but  to  demoliih  the  fort,  ruin  the  adjacent 
country,  carry  off  the  artillery  they  had  taken,  and  fail  with 
all  the  £ngli(h  forces  to  Jamaica. 

To  this  the  Spani(h  governor  confented,  becaufe  he  faw 
the  impo(ribility  of  their  performing,  in  the  condition  they 
were  in,  what  they  had  projected  ;  and  of  this  he  was  the 
better  judge,  becaufe  he  had  an  exa£l  account  of  the  French 
forces  that  M.  DucafTe  was  afTembling  at  Cul  de  Sac,  and 
vvith  which,  it  was  expected,  he  would  march  to  give  them 
battle,  as  having  no  other  means  of  preferving  the  French 
fettlements  }  though  in  this  there  was  a  great  deal  of  dan- 
ger. 

The  confederate  army,  in  (ixty  days,  ruined  their  planta- 
tions for  a  hundred  miles  round,  carried  off  a  thoufand 
liegroes,  demoli(hed  two  ftrong  forts,  wherein  they  took 
one  hundred  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  vaft  quan- 
tity of  aiU  Torts'  of  ammunition  and  naval  ftores ;  fo  that 
there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  to  think  colonel  Lillingfton  ex- 
aggerated,   who  computes    the    lofs  of   the    French    at 

200,000l. 

The  account  given  us  of  this  affair  by  French  writers, 
agrees  pretty  well  with  our  own.     It  ii|  true,  that  they  give 
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great  commendations  to  M.  Ducafle,  governor  of  St.  Do- 
mingo,  who  was  certainly  gallant  men,  but  who  had  no 
opportunity  of  (hewing  his  bravery  on  this  occafion.  In  the 
main,  however,  they  agree,  that  mifunderftandings  between 
the  allies  proved  the  ruin  of  the  whole  affair ;  and  that  no- 
thing could  amaze,  and  at  the  fame  oveijoy  people  more, 
than  the  news  of  the  £ngli(h  troops  embarking  for  Ja- 
maica did  M.  Ducafle  and  his  irmy.  The  fame  writers 
intimate,  that  the  colony  of  Jamaica  was  much  wanting  to 
itfelf,  in  not  laying  hold  ef  this  opportunity  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  on  the  French  fettlements,  in  revenge  for  the  mifchiefs 
done  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  under  M.  Du- 
caiTe,  the  year  before,  which,  if  they  had  done,  in  all  pro- 
bability the  French  muft  have  been  driven  out  of  Hifpa- 
niola }  and,  as  things  then  ftood,  there  is  no  great  reafon 
to  doubt  the  Spaniards  would  have  been  well  pleafed  to  have 
feen  an  EngliHi  colony  fettled  in  their  room. 

But  all  fuch  views  for  the  glory  of  England  were  eflPec- 
tually  defeated  by  the  failing  away  of  the  Englifh  fquadron 
from  Hifpaniola,  on  the  twenty-third  of  July,  1695,  with 
the  land-forces  on  board.  The  governor  and  people  of 
Jamaica  gave  the  commodore  a  very  indifferent  reception, 
having  had  previous  intelligence  of  his  behaviour  through 
the  whole  affair.  Several  councils  of  war  were  held,  to 
confider  how  pra<S^icable  a  fecond  attempt  might  bt  in  con- 
jundion  with  a  confiderable  force  from  this  ifland.  But, 
after  much  deliberation,  this  defign  alfo  came  to  nothing. 
The  commodore,  in  the  mean  time,  followed  his  bufmefs 
clofely  i  that  is  to  fay,  he  converted  the  plunder  he  had 
taken  into  money,  which  he  vefted  in  all  forts  of  merchan- 
chize  fit  for  tlie  Englifh  market,  and  took  in  the  goods 
privately  on  the  back  of  the  ifland.  When  this  was  done, 
his  next  care  was  to  get  back  to  England  with  his  fqua- 
jdron,  with  the  great  wealth  he  had  amafled  on  board  of  it. 
He  left  Jamaica  on  the  third  of  September,  1695,  but  met 
with  a  very  bad  paflage. 

On  the  flioals  of  Florida  he  lofl  a  fourth  rate  man  of 
war  in  a  manner  which  gave  great  caufe  to  fufpe^t  he  ne- 
ver intended  to  bring  her  home.  After  this  an  epidemic 
jdiflemper  broke  out  on  board  the  fliips,  which  carried  off  a 
«nu!titude  of  failors  and  foldiers,  and  not  a  few  ofHcers, 
among  whom  was  the  commodore  himfelf.  This  difeafe 
])revailed  at  lafl  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  was  fcarce  found 
tnen  enough  to  bring  home  the  fquadron,  which  did  not 
;irrive  till  very  late  in  the  year.  I  cannot  help  clofing  this 
account  by  obfervin^,  that  commodore  Wilmot  left  fixteen 
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thoufand  pounds  in  efTei^s  on  board  his  own  (hip,  which 
engaged  his  family  in  a  long  fuit  with  captain  Butler.  Such 
are  the  wretched  effe£t^s  of  facrificing  public  concerns  to 
the  narrow  views  of  private  intereft  ! 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1696,  the  nation 
was  again  alarmed  with  the  report  of  an  invafion.  It  was 
known  that  the  French  were  fitr'av?,  out  a  (Irong  fqua- 
dron  at  Br^ft  ;  and  for  what  ferv,ce.  the  intelligence  our 
fecretaries  had  could  not  inform  theni.  Sir  CloudeHey  Sho- 
vel, therefore,  was  fent  with  a  confiderable  force  to  block 
them  up,  which,  however  the  French  avoided  ;  and  it 
was  then  given  out  at  home,  that  our  vigilance  had  difap- 
pointed  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  them  to 
abandon  all  thoughts  of  a  defcent.  In  this  we  only  deceiv- 
ed ourfelves,  for  our  merchants  quickly  came  at  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  fcheme,  which  was  the  fending  a  flrong 
fquadron  into  the  Weft-Indies,  to  attack  fome  of  the  Spa- 
niHi  plantations  in  thofe  parts.  The  Sieur  Pointis  was  the 
perfon  who  formed  the  plan  of  this  undertaking,  and  who 
had  been  no  lefs  than  three  years  in  bringing  it  to  bear. 

At  tirft  this  was  confidered  as  a  very  extraordinary  piece 
of  intelligence,  which  alarmed  us  the  more,  becaufe,  con- 
fidering  the  force  we  had  in  that  part  of  the  world,  there 
was  but  too  great  probability  of  their  fucceeding. 

To  fruftrate  this  blow,  where-ever  it  was  intended,  or- 
ders were  given  for  a  fmall  fquadron  to  aiTemble  at  Portf- 
mouth  under  the  command  of  captain  Meeze,  and  other 
orders  were  at  the  fame  time  difpatched  to  Mr.  Neville, 
who  commanded  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  who 
was  now  made  vice-admiral,  which  he  was  directed  to  open, 
when  he  had  taken  due  care  of  the  homeward-bound  fleet, 
and  (hould  be  fifty  leagues  S.  W.  by  W.  from  Cadiz.  He 
found  himfelf  in  this  lituation  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  February,  1696-7,  and,  then  confulting  his  in- 
ftru£lions,  found  that  he  was  to  join  captain  Meeze's  fqua- 
dron at  the  iiland  of  Madeira,  where,  after  cruizing  a  long 
time,  he  was  met  by  the  captain,  now  made  a  real-admiral, 
in  his  own  ftiip  the  Briftol ;  and,  the  Lightning  fire-(hip 
having  loft  company  with  the  reft  of  his  fquadron  in  a  fog, 
a  little  after  he  left  the  Ifte  of  Wight.  On  the  feventeenth 
of  April  vice-admiral  Neville  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  where 
he  found  moft  of  the  (hips  he  exped^ed,  except  the  Dutch, 
who  joining  him,  however,  foon  after,  they  bore  away  for 
Antigua,  where  they  arrived  the  third  of  May,  1697. 
There  it  was  refolved  in  a  council  of  war  to  fail  for  Porto- 
^ico,  in  order  to  take  as  much  care  as  pofTible  of  the  Spa- 
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nifh  galleons.  Before  he  reached  his  intended  port,  he 
had  intelligence,  that  M.  Pointis  was  failed  from  Hifpaniola 
«n  the  twenty-firftof  March,  N.  S.  with  twenty-fix  (hips 
/mall  and  great.  It  was  then  refolyed  in  a  council  of  war 
to  proceed  forthwith  to  Janriaica,  in  order  to  take  in  a 
lupply  of  waler  and  provilions. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  May,  1 697,  the  admiral,  being  off 
the  call  end  cf  the  iiland,  met  with  a  floop,   the  mader 
whereof  informed  him,  there  was  a  flying  report  of  the 
French  fquadron's  being  before  Carthagena  ;  upon  this  he 
failed  from  Port-Royal,  and   attempted  to  go  through  the 
Leeward  channel  ;  but  in  that  he  was  prevented  by  the  dy- 
ing away  of  the  Jand-breeze,  and  contrary  to  what  had  been 
ever  known  by  alt  perfons  acquainted  with  thofe  parts,  the 
fea-breeze  blew  for  fix  days  and  fix  nights  together,  during 
which  time  an  iEnglifh  Hoop  came  in,  that  left  Porto-Bello 
the  eighteenth  of  this  month,  in  company  with  the  gal- 
leons, (which  were  fifteen  in  number),  and  two  days  after 
parted  with  them,  fleering  away  N.  N.  E.  for  Jamaica, 
where  they  intended  to  take  in  provifions,  for  which  they 
were  fo  much  ftraitened,  that  they  had  not  enough  to  carry 
them  to  the  Havannah.     The  vice-admiral  fent  out-  two 
^oops  to  look  for  them,  the  one  off  the  keys  of  Point- 
Pedro,  and  the  other  off  thofe  of  Porto-Morant,  and  to 
jet  their  general  know,  that  he  was  going  to  Carthagena  ^o 
fee  what  could  be  done  againft  the  French,  but  that  he 
would  return  to  Jamaica  in  a  fliort  time.     The  twenty- 
fourth  of  the  fame  month  he  took  advantage  of  a  fmail 
gale  from  (hore  to  fteer  for  Carthagena,  in  hopes  of  finding' 
the  French  either  embarrafi^d  in  the  fiege  of  the  place,  cm' 
in  embarking  the  plunder ;  for,  according  to  the  bed  ac- 
counts he  could  get,  the  Spaniards  were  very  ftrong  there, 
And  had  been  fo  lucky  alfo  as  to  have  pretty  early  intelli- 
gence of  the  vifit  that  was  defigned  them  ;  but  the  crofs 
accidents,  that  kept  the  vice-admiral  fo  long  on  the  coaft 
of  Jamaica,  fruftrated  his  good   intentions,  and  hindered 
our  retaking  from  the  French  the  bed  part  of  what  they 
took  from  the  Spaniards,  which  muft  otherwife  probably 
have  happened. 

In  order  to  give  a  di(lin£l  account  of  this  extraordinary 
affair,  which  is  fomewhat  partially  related  both  by  EngliHi 
and  French  writers,  I  muft  purfue  the  hiftory  of  Pointi!>'s 
voyage,  and  (hew  how  and  when  he  executed  the  fchemc 
he  propofed  ;  for  this  will  naturally  bring  us  back  to  thi$ 
very  point  of  time  when  vice  admiral  Neville  failed  in  fearch 
of  him  and  his  fquadron.  As  the  fuccefs  of  Pointis's  ex- 
pedition 
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pedition  depended  upon  the  aflKhincc  he  was  to  receive  at 
St.  Dqmingo,  he  failed  thither  direftly,  and  arriv«d  on  the 
coaft  February  19,  1697.  The  governor  M.  DucaiTe  had 
taken  care  to  provide  every  thing  purfuant  to  his  inftrudtlons, 
fo  that  the  Sieur  Pointia  met  with  no  retardment  bijt  what 
proceeded  from  his  own  imperious  difpofition,  which  hin- 
dered him  from  giving  the  buccaneers  the  fatisfaition  they 
expe<^ed  j  and  This  produced  a  mutiny  or  two,  which  no- 
thing could  have  quieted  but  the  prefence  of  Mr.  DucaiTe, 
who  was  aftuated  wholly  by  public  fpirit,  and  exerted  his 
utmoft  intereft  among  thefe  people  to  keep  them  fteady  ;  at 
the  fame  time  he  fuftered  as  much  as  they  did  from  the  in- 
folence  of  the  general,  who,  proud  of  his  commiflion,  and 
full  of  himfelf,  behaved  without  any  regard  either  to  the 
rank  or  circumflances  of  others. 

After  about  a  fortnight's  flay  to  forward  all  nceeflary  pre- 
parations, the  whole  fleet  failed  for  Carthagena,  and  arrived 
before  that  city  on  the  third  of  April.  The  force  brought 
from  France  by  M.  Pointis  confilled  of  feven  large  (hips  of 
war,  about  ten  frigates,  and  fmall  veflels  of  fcveral  fortiJ, 
on  board  which  were  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  foldiers,  in  all  four  thoufand  and  ten,  to  which  M. 
Ducafle  added  another  {\otit  fquadron,  on  board  of  which 
were  fifteen  hundred  buccaneers,  foldiers,  and  volunteers. 
They  firft  attempted  the  ftrong  fort  of  Boca-Chica,  which 
was  carried  by  aflault  ;  then  they  attacked  Neuftra  Signora 
de  la  Popa,  a  monaftery  on  a  hill,  which  commands  the 
place ;  they  befieged  and  took  likewife  the  fort  of  St.  Laza- 
rus, and  at  length  Uormed  the  fuburbs,  which  forced  the 
governor  to  think  of  a  capitulation  ;  and  this,  being  grant- 
ed him  on  pretty  good  terms,  was  concluded  April  24, 
1697,  when  the  c\:y  was  furrendered  to  the  French,  who 
loft  before  it  upwards  of  five  hundred  men;  neither  could 
it  have  been  ever  taken  btit  for  theafTiftance  of  M.  Ducafle, 
and  the  troops  he  commanflcd,  though  Poinris  ufed  them 
very  ill  through  the  whole  afFair,  and,  after  it  was  taken, 
actually  (hut  them  out  of  the  city,  putting  off  from  time 
to  time  the  tiiftribution  of  the  booty,  which  amounted  to 
alwut  twenty  millions  of  livres,  and  not  allowing  fomuch' 
as  to  put  a  cherk  on  fuch  as  received  it. 

It  is  very  evident  from  this  account,  that  if  our  vice- 
admiral,  on  his  having  the  firft  information  of  the  enemy's 
being  failed  for  Carthagena,  which  was  on  the  fifteenth  of 
May,  had  proceeded  thither  inftead  of  goin,^  to  Jamaica, 
he  had  unqueftionably  furprifed  the  French  in  the  harbour 
of  that  place  j  and,  as  the  Spaniards  had  adlually  afTemblcd 
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an  army  to  retake  the  city,  it  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  how  the 
French  would  have  efcaped,  who  were  by  that  time  fplit  into 
factions  amongft  themfelves,  and  at  lead  one  half  of  them 
fallen  Tick.  But  though  he  miiTed  them  then,  yet  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  May,  1697,  being  half  feas  over  from 
Jamaica,  he  faw  the  Sieur  de  Pointis*s  fquadron,  confiding 
of  feven  men  of  war,  and  two  or  three  frigates,  at  no  great 
diflance  ;  upon  which  he  endeavoured  to  engage  them,  but 
could  not.  The  Warwick  indeed  exchanged  fome  (hot  with 
one  of  the  Frenchmen  ;  but,  in  fpiteof  all  the  fail  (he  could 
make,  the  (hip  got  away  from  her,  as  the  rell  did  from  the 
admiral.  The  Warwick,  perceiving  this,  bore  down  on  a 
fiy-boat  belonging  to  the  French  fleet,  and  took  her,  hav- 
ing on  board  a  va(l  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  with 
as  much  plate  as  made  the  prize  worth  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  is  a  pretty  good  fample  of  what  mighty 
treafures  were  on  board  the  reft. 

Five  days  the  vice-admiral  continued  the  purfuit,  in  which 
five  (hips,  amongft  which  his  own  and  rear-admiral  Meeze's 
were  included,  fprung  their  fore-top-mafts,  and  their  fails 
were  fo  torn,  that  it  was  found  impo(rible  to  continue  the 
chace  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs.  This  again  was  a  narrow 
efcape  j  the  French  themfelves  O'vn  it,  they  were  of  much 
inferior  force,  they  were  ill  manned,  mod  of  their  (hips  were 
foul ;  and,  if  they  had  fought,  many  of  them  mu(l  have 
been  taken  without  doubt.  I  fee  no  manner  of  caufe  to 
cenfure  the  vice>admirars  conduct  on  this  occafion,  becaufe 
it  was  beyond  quedion  his  own  and  his  odicers  intcreds  to 
have  fought,  upon  the  prefumption  that  their  own  fuperior 
force  would  have  put  them  in  poflclTion  of  all  the  plunder 
the  French  fleet  obtained. 

The  buccaneers,  on  their  return  to  Carthagcna,  met  with 
no  re(i(lance  ;  and  therefore,  having  driven  the  inhabitants 
into  the  great  church,  they  told  them  how  general  Pointis 
had  treated  them,  which,  as  they  alled<^ed,  obliged  them, 
though  againd  their  will,  to  come  back  to  make  a  demand 
,of  (ive  millions,  which  once  paid  them,  they  promifed  to 
retire  without  doing  any  kind  of  violence.  The  poor  Spa- 
niards did  their  utmod  to  rake  together  this  fum  ;  but  it 
was  all  in  vain.  The  French  took  what  they  brought, 
and,  as  foon  as  they  had  done  bringing,  thefe  mifcreants 
had  recourfe  to  fuch  cuelties,  as  are  fcarce  credible,  to  force 
difcoveries.  After  all,  in  the  fpace  of  about  five  days,  they 
amafled  near  1,000,000  of  crowns  in  money,  and  above  as 
much  more  in  rich  goods  ;  after  which  they  fell  out  amongd 
theiufelves  as  to  the  divifion  of  it^  the  buccaneers  refufing 
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the  inhabitants  of  Domingo  an  equal  fhare,  becaufe,  as 
they  faid,  they  were  at  great  expence  on  that  ifland  before 
they  failed,  wnen  the  inhabitants  were  at  home  in  their  own 
houfes.  This  difpute,  however,  was  foon  adjufted  on  the 
arrival  of  a  (hip  from  Martinico,  with  advice  that  a  ftrong 
Englifh  fquadron  was  in  queft  of  them :  they  inftantly 
quitted  the  place,  embarked  their  plunder  with  all  imagina* 
ble  diligence,  and  contrived  to  get  to  fea  as  foon  as  po^ible, 
and  retire  to  St.  Domingo. 

^h  en  our  fquadron  found  it  impra£licab|e  to  engage  the 
French,  the  vice-admiral  thought  it  expedient  to  proceed  to 
Carthagena,  in  order  to  fee  it  the  galleons  were  fafe,  and 
how  far  he  could  be  ufeful  to  the  Spaniards.  He  arrived  in 
the  port  in  the  evening  of  the  thirty-firft  of  Muy^  and  found 
the  place  quite  abandoned  ;  for  the  inhabitants  were  fo  much 
afraid  of  the  buccaneers  returning  a  third  time,  that  they 
were  fled  into  the  woods.  Two  days  the  vice-admiral  re- 
mained in  the  port  before  he  prevailed  upon  the  governor 
and  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  return,  and  then 
failed,  after  fending  a  frigate  to  St.  Jago  to  inform  the  go- 
vernor of  the  Havanna,  and  the  general  of  the  gallies,  of 
what  had  pafled,  that  they  might  the  better  provide  for  the 
fafety  of  the  galleons. 

On  the  fixth  he  difcovered  eight  fail  of  buccaneers  dofe 
under  the  fhore  ;  upon  which,  a  detachment  was  fent  to  de- 
ftroy  them.  The  enemy  crowded  all  the  fail  they  could,  in 
hopes  of  efcaping,  but  only  four  were  fo  lucky  as  to  efFeft  it. 
One  was  forced  upon  the  Spanilh  coall,  not  far  from  Car- 
thagena, her  crew  taken  by  the  inhabitants,  and  compelled 
to  work  in  the  repair  of  their  fortifications.  Another  was 
forced  afhore  at  St.  Domingo,  and  beat  to  pieces.  The 
Chrift,  a  fine  fhip,  commanded  by  captain  Cofuy,  who  had 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  board,  and  about  350,000 
crowns  in  iilver,  was  taken  by  a  Dutch  fhip,  as  was  the 
Flying  Hart  of  the  fame  force  and  value,  commanded  by 
captain  Pierce,  by  captain  Dilkes,  and  her  crew  were  brought 
into  England. 

The  governor  of  Jamaica  confidering  that  the  fleet  muft 
foon  be  obliged  to  return  home,  refolved  to  fuggefl  the  de** 
ftrudlion  of  that  nell  of  pirates,  Petit-Guavus,  to  the  vice- 
admiral,  as  the  mofl  important  fervice  that,  as  things  were 
circumftanced,  could  be  done  to  the  Englifh  colonies  in  ge- 
neral, and  Jamaica  in  general.  Vice-admiral  Neville  in- 
ftantly  complied  with  it,  and  left  the  execution  of  the  fcheme 
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to  rear-admiral  Merzoi  wlio  was  detached  from  the  fleets 
June  22 >  16971  f'"!' this  very  purpofe,  with  nine  (hips  of 
war,  great  and  fmail.  On  the  twenty-fcventh  he  arrived  at 
a  fmall  dtAance  from  Petit-Guavas^  and  debarked  fome  of 
his  forces,  ordering  the  (hips  to  come  in  the  next  day. 

On  the  twenty*ninth  he  furprifed  Petit-Guavas,  entering 
the  place  before  it  was  light,  and  feized  the  guard.  He  had 
at  firfk  thoughts  of  remaining  there  fome  Thort  time  j  but 
the  Teamen,  and  at  lad,  through  their  example,  the  land- 
men, began  to  plunder  and  drink  fo  hard,  that  when  the 
rear-admiral  altered  his  fentiments,  and  refolved  to  burn  and 
abandon  it,  there  were  not  above  (ifty  fober  men,  under  his 
command,  out  of  nine  hundred.  When  he  gLve  out  this 
order,  the  whole  was  executed  with  fuch  precipitation,  that 
notwithftanding  there  was  abundance  of  gold  and  filver  in 
the  place,  yet  very  little  was  laved  or  brought  away.  How- 
ever, the  burning  the  town,  and  carrying  off  prifoners  a 
^uod  number  of  negroes  to  Jamaica,  was  a  great  and  fea- 
(onable  fervice  to  the  EngliOi  colonies,  and  gave  the  enemy 
a  remarkable  check,  which  they  did  not  footi  recover :  to 
hy  the  truth,  it  was  one  of  the  mod  important  a<5lions  done 
during  the  war. 

Vice-admiral  Neville,  having  wooded  and  watered  with 
all  the  diligence  imaginable,  (ailed  to  meet  rear-admiral 
Meezc,  and,  then  bringing  away  the  homeward-bound  (hips 
from  Jamaica,  refolved  to  proceed  to  the  Havanna,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  galleons.  He  failed  in  the  beginning  of  Ju. 
ly,  and,  coming  about  the  middle  of  that  month  on  the 
eoaft  of  Cuba,  the  feamen  became  excelRvely  fickly,  and 
rear-admiral  Meeze  died  before  they  reached  the  Havanna. 
On  the  twenty-fccond  of  the  fame  month  the  vice-admiral 
arrived  before  that  port,  and  fent  in  advice  to  the  governor 
of  his  want  of  water  and  other  refre(hments.  l''he  gover- 
nor fent  him  a  civil  me(rage,  but  refufed  to  admit  his  fqua- 
dron,  and  did  not  even  fupply  his  neceiTities,  or  at  lead  not 
in  all  refpe^ts.  As  for  the  general  of  the  galleons,  when  he 
was  informed  that  the  vice-admiral  came  on  purpofe  to  con- 
Toy  that  rice  fleet  home,  which  was  the  principal  point  of 
king  William's  inlku^ions,  far  from  being  fatisfied  w'th 
thefe  unufual  a£ls  of  kindncfs  to  allies,  he  excufed  himfeif 
from  putting  his  (hips  under  our  proteiflion,  fuppofing,  or 
at  lea(l  pretending,  his  orders  would  not  warrant  it.  The 
true  reafon,  however,  both  of  his  and  of  the  governor's 
condu^,  might  probably  be,  their  fear  of  having  the  place 
-  of 
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of  the  ereateft  confequence  in  the  Weft-Indiei,  and  th' 
richeft  fleet  of  that  age,  for  there  were  fifty  millions  on  board 
the  gaHeons,  taken  at  once,  fince  both  had  been  left  in  the 
vice>admiral's  power,  if  he  had  once  been  admitted  into  the 
haven. 

This  kind  of  treatment,  after  the  pains  he  had  taken  to 
fave  the  galleons,  and  to  ferve  the  crown  of  Spain  on  every 
occafion,  broke  the  vice-admiral's  fpirits  very  much.  He 
had  always  counted  upon  efcorting  the  galleons,  and  be-^ 
lieved  fo  acceptable  a  fervice  would  entirely  efface  the  me- 
mory of  former  misfortunes ;  but  being  difappointed  agun, 
and  refle£^ing  on  the  little  fervice  that  with  fo  (Irong  a  fqua- 
dron  he  had  been  able  to  do  to  his  country,  it  threw  him  into 
a  kind  of  he£lic  fever,  which  hung  upon  him  till  he  ar- 
rived in  Virginia,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  Auguft,  and 
there  he  died,  as  much  of  grief  as  of  his  diftemper,  to  the 
great  regret  of  all  who  knew  him,  as  he  was  a  perfon  of 
courage,  prudence,  and  integrity }  who  wanted  not  either 
will  or  abilities  to  do  his  country  fervice,  though  his  for- 
tune fell  (hort  of  his  zeal. 

By  his  demife  the  command  of  the  fquadron  devolved 
upon  captain  Robert  Dilkes,  who,  from  Virginia,  arrived 
fafely  in  England  on  the  twenty- fourth  of  0£lober,  1697, 
with  the  whole  fquadron,  though  poorly  manned,  and  the 
(hips  many  of  them  foul  and  rotten  j  fo  that,  notwith** 
Aanding  the  great  hopes  that  had  been  entertained  of  our 
doing  mighty  things  in  the  Wed- Indies,  all  came  to  no- 
thing; for,  befidesthis,  wc  met  with  other  difappointments 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  that  were  no  lefs  mortifying 
than  thofe  we  have  mentioned. 

The  Sieur  Pointis  thought  himfelf  fafe  when  he  arrived 
off  Newfoundland,  as  not  having  the  lealt  knowledge  that 
we  had  a  (tout  fleet  there,  under  the  command  of  the  late 
Sir  John  (then  captain)  Norris,  fo  that  he  made  no  difH- 
culty  of  going  into  the  bay  of  Conception,  and  of  lying 
there  cardedy  enough,  though  we  hud  a  force  fufiicient 
at  St.  John's  to  have  given  a  good  account  of  him  and  his 
Spanifh  plunder.  It  was  on  the  twenty-third  of  July  our 
fquadron  had  advice,  that  five  French  (hips  were  feen  in 
Conception-bay,  and  they  immediately  concluded  it  was 
M.  Nefmond's  fquadron  come  to  attack  them ;  and  there- 
fore, inflead  of  going  to  look  for  the  enemy,  they  wifely 
confidered  how,  in  cafe  they  fell  upon  St.  John's,  they 
ihould  be  bed  able  to  defend  themfelves,  and  bent  all  their 
endeavours  that  way. 

Vol.  IV.  Mm  Captain 


546 


MEMOIRS    OF 


C  iptain  Norris  was  from  the  beginning  a  little  fufpicioui 
that  this  was  not  the  outward*bound  French  fquadron,  and 
therefore  fent  the  Mary  galley,  a  clean  tight  (hip,  to  difco- 
ver  what  they  were,  liut  before  they  could  have  any  news 
from  her,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  mafter  of  a  fliip  la- 
kin  by  the  French  at  fea,  and  put  on  (bore  in  Newfound- 
land, in  order  to  procure  fre(h  providons.  In  this  letter 
there  was  a  diltiniSt  account  of  M.  Pointis*s  ftrength,  and 
of  his  fquadron's  having  on  board  the  rich  plunder  of  Car- 
thagcna.  Captain  Norris  was  ravifhed  with  this  epiftle, 
called  a  council  of  war  immediately,  and  preflTed  that  no 
farther  time  might  .belod,  but  that  without  niore  ado  they 
might  fail  in  que(l  of  the  enemy.  Other  people,  how- 
ever, were  in  no  fuch  hnde  ;  they  doubted  whether  the 
letter  might  not  be  intended  to  draw  them  out  of  their 
ftrength,  and  thereby  expofe  St.  John's,  and  the  whole 
country,  to  the  French ;  and  therefore,  after  a  long  de- 
bate, it  was  refolved  in  the  council  of  war,  to  remain  where 
they  were,  and  to  exped  the  French  in  clofe  quarters,  with- 
out running  unnecefl'ary  hazards. 

About  noon,  on  the  twenty-fixth,  they  received  advice, 
that  the  five  French  (hips  were  feen  the  night  before  at  an- 
chor a  little  eadward  of  Belle-ifle,  by  Portugal  Cove,  and 
the  next  day,  upon  a  meifage  from  colonel  Gibfon,  there 
was  another  confultatign,  when  this  intelligence  was  read ; 
but  it  was  refolved  to  remain  till  the  two  captains  arrived, 
who  were  fent  to  make  a  difcovcry.  Soon  after,  one  of 
them  came  with  twenty-one  Frenchmen,  that  he  had  taken 
in  a  boat  at  Carboniere,  who  faid,  they  were  fent  by  M. 
Pointis  to  procure  frelh  provifions.  The  other  captain  re- 
turned alfo  from  Portugal  Cove,  who  faw  the  French  fliips 
at  anchor,  one  of  them  of  three  decks,  two  from  fixty  to 
fevcnty  guns,  and  two  more  of  above  filty.  T  he  council 
adjourned  till  the  next  morning,  and  then  calling  the  pri- 
foners  before  them,  they  related  all  they  knew,  fearing  that 
otherwife  they  (houJd  be  very  ill  treated.  They  faid  the  fqua- 
dron  had  not  been  at  any  other  port  fmce  they  left  the 
Well-Indies,  and  that  hearing  of  an  Engliih  fquadron  in 
thole  parts,  they  had  appointed  Placentia,  in  Newfound- 
land, for  the  place  of  rendezvous  j  but,  through  the  hazi- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  were  obliged  to  drop  anchor  in  Con- 
ception-bay. 

But  notwithftanding  all  this  and  other  corroborative  evi- 
dence, to  prove  that  this  was  in  reality  M.  Pointis's  fqua- 
dron, the  council  of  war  A  ill  over-ruled  captain  Norris, 
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who  was  eager  for  fighting,  and  obliged  him  to  remain  in 
the  harbour  of  St.  John's,  which  they  fortiHed  with  fuch 
indudry,  that  when  Mr.  Njcfmond  arrived,  which  was  a- 
bout  two  and  thirty  days  after  the  other  fquadron  had  been 
tirft  leen,  the  place  was  in  fo  good  a  (late  of  defence,  that 
though  the  French  fquadron  confided  of  fixteen  fail,  of 
which  ten  were  of  the  hne  of  battle,  yet  they  were  (o  well 
fatislied  with  the  fight  of  the  preparations  made  for  their 
reception,  that  they  thought  proper  to  retire  without  fo 
much  as  firing  a  gun,  and  thereby  left  all  Newfoundland  in 
our  poflellion,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  enfuing  peace. 

M  Pointis,  however,  though  he  got  fo  happily  clear  of 
this  affair,  met  with  another,  which  gave  him  a  good  deal 
more  trouble;  for,  on  the  fourteenth  of  Augud,  1697,  he 
fell  in  with  a  fquadron  commanded  by  captain  Harlow, 
whom  he  boldly  engaged  about  three  in  the  afternoon. 
After  a  brifk  difpute  of  two  hours,  the  French  made  a  fig- 
nal  for  tacking,  when  one  of  their  fhips,  being  difabled, 
efcaped  with  much  dilliculty,  and  put  the  red  into  fome 
confufion.  They  bore  away  as  fad  as  poSlible,  and  by  ten 
at  night  the  Englilh  fquadron  iofl  fight  of  them.  The  fif- 
teenth, being  a  clear  d  ly,  the  enemy  was  difcovcred  by 
four  in  the  morning,  at  the  diflance  of  four  leagues  ;  upon 
which  captain  Harlow  continued  the  chafe  till  evening,  but 
with  very  little  advantage,  our  (hips  being  fouler  than  theirs, 
though  they  were  returned  from  fo  long  a  voyage.  The 
next  day  they  got  clear  away,  and  the  day  following  en- 
tered the  harbour  of  Breft,  having  as  happily  and  as  ftrange- 
ly  efcaped  variety  of  dangers,  as  any  fquadron  that  ever 
went  to  fea. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  M.  Pointis's  bearing  down 
upon  captain  Harlow's  fquadron }  nor  can  one  readily  ap- 
prehend, how  the  Englidi  ihips,  juft  come  out  of  port, 
came  to  fail  fo  much  worfe  than  tlie  French.  Some  mvf- 
tery  there  was  in  this,  which  was  never  revealed  to  the 
public,  though,  in  all  probability,  fomething  mij;ht  be  dif- 
covered  to  the  lords  of  the  a<hniralty,  which  it  was  not 
proper  (hould  come  abroad.  Thus  we  have  nm  through 
the  hilWy  of  what  paifed  in  the  Wcit- Indies  iluriiig  this 
war,  and  are  now  returned  to  the  nava!  iranfa;'.ioiJS  in  Eu- 
rope, in  the  year  1697,  where  wc  lha!I  find  not  many  ex- 
traordinary actions  to  detain  us. 

His  maje(ly  going  iti  the  fprinp;  of  the  year  to  Holland, 
he  was  pleafed  to  declare  Edward  RuiTel,  Flq-,  then  at  the 
head  of  the  adrairaltv,  one  cf  the  lord^-juft^ces  in  his  ab- 

M  m  2  leuce  \- 


548 


MEMOIRS     OF 


fence }  a'Ml  foon  after  it  was  known,  that  hit  majeftv  had 
created  him  baron  of  Shingey,  vifcount  Barfleur,  and  earl 
of  Orford.  Thefe  honours  feemed  not  only  tit  but  ne- 
ceflary,  fince  his  lordfhip,  as  bifhop  Burnet  well  obfcrvcs, 
had  the  whole  authority  of  high-admiral,  though  not  the 
title.  His  prefence,  therefore,  being  requiHte  at  the  board, 
Sir  George  Rooke  was  declared  admiral  of  the  fleet,  and 
actually  went  down,  in  the  beginning  of  June,  to  Portf- 
mouth,  in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  it. 
On  his  arrival,  however,  he  found  things  but  in  a  very 
indifferent  condition :  for  though  the  fhips  made  a  hand- 
fome  figure  enough  in  the  lift  at  the  admiralty,  yet  they 
were  in  faO:  not  half  manned,  and  worfe  victualled }  fo 
that  if  a  Dutch  fquadron  had  not  happily  joined  them,  it  is 
on  all  hands  agreed,  they  could  not  have  put  to  fea.  But 
by  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  his  force  being  augmented 
by  two  fquadrons,  which  had  been  unider  the  command  of 
vice-admiral  Mitchel,  and  rear-admiral  Benbow,  the  ad* 
miral  found  his  ftrength  increafed  to  forty-four  fail  of  the 
line,  and  therefore  he  put  to  fea  for  fume  time,  but  was 
obliged  to  return  fooner  than  he  intended,  for  want  of  pro- 
viiions. 

in  the  month  of  September  he  detached  vice-admiral 
Mitchel  with  a  fquadron,  to  meet  and  fultain  vice-admiral 
Neville,  who  was  expected  home  with  the  galleons  from  the 
We(\-lndies }  but  before  he  reached  the  cape  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, he  had  notice  of  the  return  of  that  fquadron,  and  did 
nor  therefore  think  proper  to  continue  any  longer  at  fea.  He 
was  afterwards  ordered  out  again  in  October,  when  he  per* 
formed  nothing  worthy  of  remark,  except  the  bringing  in 
fifteen  Dutch  Eaft* India  (hips,  which  had  loll  moft  of 
their  anchors  and  cables,  and  muft  otherwife  have  been  in 
great  danger  of  periihing  themfelves.  Soon  after  he  re- 
ceived the  king's  orders,  to  bring  over  the  Czar  from  Hol- 
Jaiul,  which  he  did ;  that  monarch  arriving  in  Lngland 
on  the  eleventh  of  January,  and  was  fo  acceptable  to  that 
great  prince,  that  with  the  king's  leave,  he  attended 
him  during  the  whole  time  he  (laid  in  England,  and 
had  the  honour  alfo  to  command  the  fquadron  which  ef- 
corted  him  on  his  return  to  Holland,  in  his  way  back  to 
his  own  dominions.  His  behaviour  toward  that  great  and 
glorious  prince,  was  fuch  as  gave  him  entire  fatisfa<^ion,  fo 
that  he  retained  a  grateful  remembrance  ot  it  many  years  af- 
ter, when  he  came  a  fecond  time  into  Holland,  and  ex- 
pre(red  it  by  taking  notice  of  many  points  in  naval  difci- 
pline,  in  which  he  was  indrudled  by  admiral  Mitchel. 
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Rear-admiral  Benbow  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  ele- 
venth of  April,  1697,  with  a  fquadron  coniiAing  of  (tvtn 
third-rates  and  two  fure-fhipi,  and  inftruAiont  to  protect 
the  trade  of  this  nation  in  every  inftance  in  his  power,  and 
to  annoy  the  enemy.  With  this  view,  he  was  Rationed 
from  ten  to  fourfcore  leagues  from  Scilly,  but  was  able  to 
perform  nothing  remarkable  during  the  beft  part  of  the 
month  of  May,  though  he  was  joined  by  five  fhips  of  war 
more,  and  therefore  he  returned  to  St.  Helen's  about  the 
twenty-firft  of  that  month,  from  whence  he  failed  again  on 
the  twenty-fourth,  with  four  third  rates  and  two  fire-(hips, 
for  his  former  ftation }  and,  after  having  feen  two  Eaft- 
India  (hips  pretty  far  out  to  fea,  he  received  fuch  intelli- 
gence as  to  our  homeward-bound  Jamaica  Hiips,  as  indu- 
ced him  to  repair  to  Plymouth,  in  doing  which  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  join  the  Virginia  and  Weft -India  fleets, 
and  their  particular  convoys^  off  the  Lizard  *,  and,  foon 
after  meeting  vice-admiral  Mitchel  off  the  Start,  he  was  by 
him  dire^ed  to  repair  to  Plymouth  with  the  merchant- 
fliips,  where  he  received  orders  from  Sir  George  Rooke  to 
repair  to  the  fleet  then  paiTing  weftward,  and  to  take  care  for 
(lending  eaftward  a  convoy  with  the  trade. 

But  thefe  orders  were  contradicted  by  others  from  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  dated  the  tenth  of  Julv,  and  he, 
in  obedience  to  them,  proceeded  with  the  fquaciron  before 
Duniirk,  which  captain  Beaumont  had  commanded  a  con- 
(iderable  time  before,  coniifting  of  fix  third  rates,  befides 
the  Newark,  two  fourth,  one  fifth,  and  two  fire-(hips ; 
but  three  of  thofe  third  rates  were  ordered  away  to  the 
Downs  by  theiords  of  the  admiralty. 

The  rear-admiral,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  with  his  fqua- 
dron, went  in  perfon  with  his  boat  before  the  pier-heads  of 
Dunkirk,  where,  though  he  difcovered  not  one  veffel  in  the 
road,  yet  he  faw  fifteen  or  fixteen  fail  of  great  fliips  within, 
one  of  which  bore  a  flag.  With  captain  Beaumont  he 
found  two  orders  from  tl^  lords  of  tlie  admiralty,  the  fir(l 
direding  him  to  purfue  and  burn  du  Bart's  (hips  where-ever 
he  could  find  them,  except  under  the  prote^ion  of  the  forts 
in  Norway  or  Sweden ;  the  other,  to  obey  any  orders  he 
might  receive  from  liis  majefty,  who  was  then  in  Holland. 
On  the  thirtieth  of  July,  rear-admiral  Vandergoes  joined 
him  with  eleven  Dutch  (hips,  and  it  was  propofed,  that 
one  of  the  fquadrons  (hould  lie  fo«  as  that  Dunkirk  might 
be  fouth  of  them,  and  the  other  in  or  near  Oliend  road  ( 
that,  if  du  Bart  (hould  attempt  to  pafs  out  either  at  the 
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north  orcaft  channel,  they  might  the  better  difcover  him  ; 
but  no  other  anfwer  was  made  by  the  Dutch  flag,  than  his 
fhips  were  foul,  and  not  in  a  condition  to  purfiie  him. 

The  French  (hips  at  Dunkirk  were  in  all  eleven,  from 
fifty  to  twenty-fix  guns  ;  and  about  the  beginning  of  Au- 
guit  they  were  all,  except  M.  du  Bart's  own  (hip,  bawled 
into  the  bafon  to  clean,  fo  that  it  was  judged  they  wete 
making  ready  to  come  out  the  next  fpring  tide.     But  fince 
our  (hips,  as  well  as  the  Dutch,  were  all  foul,  little  fervice 
could  be  expe£led   from  their  chafing,  and  it   was  almoft 
nex^  to  an  impo(ribility  to   block  up  clean  (hips  at  Dunkirk 
with  foul  ones.     I'he  rear-admiral,    therefore,    propofed, 
that  four  of  his  beft  failers  might  be  ordered  to  Sheernefs  to 
clean,  and  that  the  others  might  come  to  the  Downs  not 
only  to  take  in  water,  which  they  very  much  v^anted,  but 
to  heel  and  fcrub  ;  and  this  he  judged  might  be  done  before 
the  approaching  fpring  could  a(Ford  the  French  an  oppor- 
tunity of  getting:  over  the  bar.     Hut  at  this  time  it  was  not 
thought  advifeable,  though  afterwards  he  received  orders  to 
do  it )  fo  that  for  the  prefent  he  only  fent  the  (hips  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Downs  to  water,  as  they  could  beft  be 
fpared.     It  is  evident  enough  from  this  large  account  of  the 
matter,  that  our  difappointments  were  frequently  owing  to 
the  want  of  proper  orders,  and  the  not   paying  a  due  at- 
tention to  fuch  pieces  of  advice  as  the  commanders  of  fqua- 
drons  thought  themfclves  in  duty  obliged  to  offer.     On  the 
twenty-third  of  Auguft  du  Uart  left  Dunkirk  with  (ive  fail, 
having  the  prince  of  Cotlti  on  board,  whom  the  French  at- 
tempted to  make  king  of  Poland.     The  rear  admiral  pur- 
fued  him,  hut  to  no  manner  of  purpofe  ;  and,  before  he  re- 
turned to  his  liation,  eight  other  (hips  were  gone,  which 
he  purfucd  likewife,  but  with  ihe  fame  want  of  tuccefs  :  and 
this  was   the   laft  adiion  of  the  war;  for,  on  the  tenth  of 
September   following,  peace  was  concluded   between  Eng- 
land, Spain,    and    Holland,    on    the    one  (ide,    and     the 
crown  of  France,  on  the  ether,  at  Ryfwick,  by  which  the 
French  king  acknowledged  king  William's  title,  and,  as  the 
French  hilWians  fay,  pave  up  more  towns  than  the  confe- 
derates could  have  taken  in  twenty  years  i  but  this  was  not 
from  any  principle  either  of  jurticc  or  moderation,  but  with 
views  of^quite  another  fort,  as  was  forefeen  then,  and  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  years  fully  appeared. 

We  have  now  brought  this  long  war  to  a  conclufion,  and 
it  is  but  jud  that  we  (hould  c(Fer  The  reader  fome  refle«5iions 
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on  the  confequences  of  it  to  the  naval  power  and  commerce 
of  England.  Firft  then,  with  refpe«St  to  our  navy,  we  have 
feen  that  the  war  opened  with  a  very  bad  profpect  ;  for 
though  we  had  an  excellent  fleet,  a  vaA  number  of  able 
feamen,  and  perhaps  as  good  oHicers  as  any  in  tl:e  v.orid, 
yet  the  French  got  earlier  to  Tea  than  we  did,  appeared 
with  a  greater  force,  and  managed  it  better,  thoujih  we 
»€ted  then  in  conjundlion  with  Holland,  and,  according 
to  the  general  rule  of  political  reafoning,  ought  to  have 
had  it  in  our  power  to  have  driven  the  French  out  of  the 
fea. 

All  this  proceeded  from  the  fudden  change  in  our  govern- 
ment, which  perhaps  left  many  of  our  olFiccrs  difatfecied, 
and  many  more  without  having  any  proper  degree  of  credit 
at  court.  Want  of  confidence  between  the  admiuillration 
and  the  comtnanders  of  our  fleets  is  always  deflrudive  to 
our  maritime  power,  and  therefore,  inflead  of  wondering 
that  things  went  fo  ill  in  the  three  firfl  years  of  the  war, 
we  may  wit'i  more  juftice  be  furprifed,  that  they  went  no  . 
worfe.  Our  party  dividons  not  only  enervated  our  own 
ftrength,  but  created  fuch  jealoufies  between  us  and  the 
Dutch,  as  blafled  the  fruits  that  mull  have  been  otherwife 
produced  by  this  clofe  and  fortunate  union  of  the  marittme 
powers.  Of  this  we  have  the  fullcfl;  proof  in  the  cafe  of 
the  earl  of  Torrington,  whom  even  the  enemies  of  the  go- 
vernment made  it  a  point  to  fupport,  becaufe  they  knew  tliat 
preferving  him  mud  give  didade  to  our  allies,  and  who  on 
the  other  hand  was  profecutcd  by  many  who  believed  him 
innocent. 

13ut  when  once  the  government  was  thoroughly  fettled, 
and  we  adted  cordially  in  coujunclion  with  the  dates,  it  (ouii 
became  evident,  that  we  were  much  morethnn  a  ni:;tcli  for 
France  iit  fea.  Our  misfortunes  at  the  be;^i:uiinj^  of  the 
war  created  inquiries  and  cenfurcs,  wiiich  \vere,  mid  always 
will  be,  followe(t  with  victories  j  for,  when  ofriccrs  find 
themfelves  in  danger  for  ading  ill,  they  will  endc:ivoiir  to 
efcape  it  by  doing  well :  whereas,  if  they  once  find  tiuit  they 
may  prefer  private  profit  to  thai  duty  which  they  owe  t!\e 
public,  with  impunity,  they  v.  HI  not  fiiil  to  run  into  that 
bvoad  road.  This  accounts  for  our  fucccH*  in  the  muldle  of 
the  war,  and  the  decienfion  of  it  t;ftcrwaals,  when  tho 
board  of  admiralty  began  to  feel  its  o^\n  Urcngtli,  ;ind  the 
management  of  naval  affairs  was  reduced  to  a  court  fydcni, 
by  which  fuch  men  were  fure  of  proici^iion,  ->.  cuu!d  be 
depended  on  in  other  refpecls  than  their  coinniands  in  the 
fleet. 

But 
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But  notwithAanding  thefe  and  fome  other  mifcarriages, 
no  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  interefl  of  the  nation,  yet,  on  the 
whole,  the  French  fuffered  much  more  in  their  maritime 
power  than  we,  as  Mr.  Burchet  has  Hiewn  us  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  if  we  confider  the  Htuation  of  both  nations,  the 
cafe  with  which  it  was  in  our  power  to  repair  our  lofles, 
and  the  almoft  infuperabie  difHcuhies  the  French  had  to 
Aruggle  with  in  this  refpe£Y,  we  mud  conclude,  that  not  only 
they  but  the  whole  world  had  full  evidence,  from  thence, 
of  their  being  no  way  able  to  Aruggle  againftthe  Dutch  and 
us  in  a  maritime  war.  To  make  this  Hill  more  apparent, 
1  mufl  obferve,  that  king  William,  in  his  fpeech^o  both 
houfes  of  parliament  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  ^(Terted 
our  naval  force  to  be  near  double  what  it  was  at  his  accef- 
fion ;  whereas  1  do  not  Hnd  in  any  of  the  French  hiftorians, 
that  they  attempted  to  build  new  fhips  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  war,  or  to  do  any  thing  more  than  nnidi  fuch  as 
were  then  upon  the  flocks,  purchadng,  as  occafion  re- 
quired, large  merchantmen,  which  they  converted  into  fri- 
gates. 

In  this  light,  therefore,  we  were  gainers  by  the  war,  of 
which  the  French  feemed  to  be  very  fenfibfe,  fince  they 
avoided  all  general  engagements ;  and,  in  particular  anions 
between  fmall  fquadrons  or  fingle  (hips,  the  Hr'i&ntfs  of 
their  difcipline  gave  them  great  advantages,  (ince  their  veflels, 
generally  fpeaking,  were  much  cleaner  than  ours,  and  con- 
tequently  were  able  to  leave  us  whenever  they  found  them- 
felves  too  hard  prefled,  of  which  feveral  indanccs  have  been 
given  in  the  foregoing  (heets.  At  the  fame  time,  however, 
it  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  French  fleets,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  behaved  very  well  at  fea,  and  that  we  fuffered  confide- 
rably  even  in  thole  a6lions  where  we  were  viAorious,  as  well 
as  where  our  (hips  were  taken  by  furprife,  or  beaten  as  con- 
voys, by  a  fuperior  for<:e. 

But,  with  refpeft  to  our  trade,  it  is  certain,  that  we  fuf- 
fered infinitely  more,  not  only  than  the  French,  but  than 
ever  we  did  in  any  former  war,  where  there  was  a  nearer 
balance  between  our  trade  and  that  of  the  enemy.  This 
proceeded  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  vigilance  of  the 
French,  who,  as  we  have  already  fliewn,  made  it  their 
choice,  nay,  their  great  monarch  made  it  his  glory,  to  carry 
on  the  war  in  a  piratical  way,  on  purpofe  to  didrefs  our 
merchants,  and  excite  a  loud  clamour  here  for  t  peace. 
Another  reafon  why  our  commerce  fuffered  fo  much,  was 
that  ipirit  of  avarice  which  prevailed,  and  which  engaged 
nisiny  merchants  to  attempt  making  a  fudden  fortune  by 
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buffering  their  (hips  to  run*  inAead  of  waiting  for  a  convoy. 
It  cannot  indeed  be  denied,  that  a  third  principal  caufe  of 
our  mifcarriages  was  the  want  of  proper  attention  at  the 
board  of  admirahy,  where  officers  were  generally  iieard 
with  too  much,  and  me^'chants  with  too  little  favour.  To 
this  we  may  add  that  fpirit  of  rapine  and  corruption  which 
prevailed  among  the  fea-officers  at  this  time,  and  which 
too  often  induced  them  to  confider  their  commilTions  ra- 
ther as  powers  given  them  to  provide  for  tliemfelves  and 
their  families,  than  as  truAs  received  for  the  benchc  of  the 
public. 

After  tliis  imparti:il  reprefentation  of  the  Hate  of  cur  af« 
fairs  at  its  concluflon,  we  need  not  wonder  that  a  peace, 
and  a  peace  fo  advantageous  as  that  of  Ryfwick  was,  fhould 
give  the  greateft  fatisfadlion  to  the  nation  in  general,  and  to 
the  trading  part  in  particular.  That  it  did  fo,  may  appear 
from  the  government's  caufmg  a  fpecial  gazette  to  be  pub- 
liHied,  on  purpofe  to  make  knowh  the  French  king's  rati- 
fication and  proclamation  of  the  peace  at  Paris  two  days 
fooner  than  it  would  have  otherwile  been  ;  and  by  the  nu- 
merous addrefies  of  thanks  and  congratulation,  which  were 
fent  up  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  felicitate  his  majedy 
upon  this  occafion,  and  to  exprefs  their  juft  fenfe  of  being 
delivered  from  the  burden  and  expence  of  fo  bloody  and 
de(lru£live  a  war.  Neither  ought  i*  zt  all  to  abate  the  merit 
of  this  treaty,  that  the  French  (truck  medals,  magnifying 
their  fuccefs  in  the  war,  and  their  demondrating  tliemfelves 
thereby  a  match  for  all  the  red  of  Europe,  (ince,  if  they  had 
really  i^en  fo  victorious,  and  had  gained  fuch  advantages, 
the  wonder  was  fo  much  greater  that  they  (hould  (loop  to 
fuch  a  pe»ce.  But  though  it  may  be  true,  that  in  many  re- 
fpe£ts  the  French  had  the  advantage  in  this  war,  yet  un- 
doubtedly they  forefaw  they  were  unable  to  fupport  fo  vad  an 
expence  as  it  brought  upon  them,  and  as  their  weaknefs  in- 
creafed  much  fafter  in  proportion  than  that  of  the  maritime 
powers,  this  in  a  few  campaigns  would  have  quite  changed 
the  face  of  things,  and  either  brought  on  the  total  ruin  of 
France,  or  obliged  her  to  make  peace  upon  flill  worfe  terms 
than  were  demanded  now. 

It  mud  therefore  be  illowed,  to  the  honour  of  this  reign 
and  of  this  adminidration,  that,  however  they  managed 
the  war,  they  gained  by  the  peace  all,  and  indeed  more 
than  could  be  expelled.  By  the  fourth  article  the  French 
king  engages  his  word  and  faith  not  to  didurb  the  king  of 
Great-Britain  in  any  of  his  dominions,  not  to  aflid, 
iJireflly  or  indirectly,  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  faid  king, 
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nor  to  give  fhelter  to  any  rebels  or  confpirators  againd  him. 
By  the  fifth  the  free  vfc  of  commerce  or  navigation  is  re- 
llored  between  the  fubjeds  of  both  kings.  By  the  feventh 
all  places  taken  during  the  war,  either  in  Europe  or  in 
America,  are  reftored.  As  great  care  was  taken  of  our  allies, 
every  thing  was  Aipulaied  for  them  which  with  any  fliewof 
juftice  they  could  defiie  ;  fo  that,  by  the  conclufion  of  this 
treaty,  the  general  peace  of  Europe  was  reltorcd,  and  we 
v/ere  left  at  full  liberty  to  improve  ti.o  advantages,  afforded 
thereby,  for  the  rectifying  whatever  'was  amifs  in  our  do- 
nicftic  oeconomy,  extending  our  commerce,  and  eafing  our 
people.  How  far  thefe  points  were  Audied  or  negledted, 
ihall  be  our  bufmefs  to  examine  in  the  next  chapter. 
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INCLUDING    A    NEW    AND    ACCURATE 
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NAVAL        HISTORY.' 


The  Nav.ll  Millory  of  GRr.AT-RRiTAiN  continued  through 
the  rcina  fi'ii^  pait  of  the  reiiiit  of  king  William  ill. 
cfMn( ;r;.i:fiu!injj;  ihe  mofc  rcmark.ible  tranfaiStions  in  rela- 
tion to  (Uir  c(<mmcrie  arui  plantations,  with  the  memoirs 
of  (uch  cfuinent  Itnmen  as  flourirtied  in  this  period  of  lime. 

'^r^HK  nft'.iir  of  the  Eaft- India  company  in  Scotland  has 

J[      been  mentioned  in  the  former  chapter ;  but  I  did  not 

infA  upon  it  then,  becaulc  it  would  have  iiticrrupted  the 
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thread  of  our  hiftory,  and  bccaufe  I  apprehend  it  would 
come  in  more  naturally  here.  It  is  certainly,  even  at  this 
time,  a  very  delicate  fubjcft,  cfj)tc"al!y  for  one  v  ho  pro- 
fefles  to  follow  truth  at  the  expeticc  of  all  parties  and  cha- 
ra^ers  whatever.  But  the  pleafuie  which  refulls  from  add- 
ing fairly  In  matters  of  this  nature,  is  a  fufficient  cjmpen- 
fation  for  any  rifquc  that  a  writer  can  run  by  his  impartia- 
lity i  and  therefore  I  (hall  lay,  viihout  reicrve,  the  true 
ftatc  of  this  matter  before  the  reader,  as  it  appears  to  me. 

The  revolution  brought  back  to  Scotl  md  feveral  worthy 
patriots,  whom  the  jealoufy  of  formi^r  reigns  had  driven  into 
Holland,  Germany,  p.nd  other  countries.  Thefe,  from  the 
time  of  their  return,  thought  of  nothing  fo  much  as  the  put- 
ting the  trade  of  Scotland,  which  had  been  hitherto  in  a 
manner  totally  rteglcdted,  on  a  proper  foot.  With  this  view 
they  procured,  in  1693,  an  zt\  of  parliam^it,  that  is,  of  the 
parliament  of  Scotland,  for  the  encouragement  of  foreign 
commerce,  and,  in  confcqucnce  of  that  law,  procured  ano- 
ther in  1695,  torfetting  up  an  Eaft-India  company.  When 
this  was  done,  it  was  found  requirtte  to  take  in  fubfcriptions  : 
and,  as  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  money  enough  in  Scotland  for 
the  carrying  on  fo  expenfive  a  defign,  the  company's  aj^ents 
endeavoured  to  procure  fubfcriptions  abroad,  particularly  at 
London,  Hamburgh,  and  Amllerdam,  in  which  they  were 
certainly  fufficier.tJy  fupportcd  both  by  the  royal  and  legifla- 
tive  authority. 

But  as  the  carrying  this  fcheme  into  execution  gave  great 
umbrage  to  the  Eaft- India  comp.inics  in  England  and 
Holland,  they  took,  as  it  wa.«i  very  natural  for  them  to  do, 
the  bed  meafures  they  could  fo  hinder  the  uxcefs  of  thefe 
applications.  This,  however,  had  iDine  very  untoward  con- 
fcquences,  fince  thefe  companies  could  eOcdf  nothing  btit  by 
the  inlcrpofition  of  their  refpe£tlve  governinen's  j  and  by 
this  means  his  majefty's  name,  :\s  kini:  of  England,  and 
Stadtholder  of  Holland,  came  to  be  made  ufc  cf,  to  thwart 
thofe  defigns  which  aiSlually  had  iiis  fandtion  as  king  of 
Scotland,  This,  as  might  have  been  eafily  loiclcen,  em- 
barrafled  king  V»''il!iam  prodicjioufly  ;  for  it  forced  liim  to 
a£t  in  <i  manner  little  fuitable  to  his  inclinations  lince,  on 
an  application  of  the  Scots,  he  was  obliged  fo  promifc  that 
he  would  not  countciiance  any  fuch  attempt  to  their  pre- 
judice ;  an<l,  to  grjtify  the  Englilh  and  Dutch,  he  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  part  with  two  very  ufeful  and  able  mi- 
nifters,  the  mnrquis  of  Tweedale  and  fecretary  Johnfton, 
hecaufe  'he  former  had  given  the  royal  aiTent  to  the  law 
which  eftablifhed  the  Scotch  EaA-India  company,  in  which, 
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however,  he  had  only  followed  his  inftrudions  ;  and  the 
latter  for  promoting  the  dcfign,  which,  no  doubt,  he  took 
to  be,  what  it  really  was,  an  a£):  of  duty  to  his  country. 
Yet  thefe  fteps  ferved  only  to  palliate  things  for  the  prefcnt, 
and  inftead  of  healing  the  breach  widened  it,  as  will  be  feen 
hereafter. 

The  managers  of  the  Eaft-India  company  in  Scotland, 
finding  their  defigns  for  carrying  on  that  trade  fo  vigorouHy 
oppofed,  and  having,  as  they  conceived,  very  large  powers 
veiled  in  them  by  The  late  z£t  of  parliament,  refolved  to 
turn  their  endeavours  another  way  for  the  prefent,  and  to 
attempt  the  fcttlement  of  a  colony  in  America,  on  the 
ifthmusof  Dr.rien.  Every  body  knows,  that  this  is  a  very 
narrow  tra<S^  of  country,  which  unites  the  two  great  conti- 
nents of  north  and  fouth  America,  and  that  confequently  it 
mud  be  very  adv|ntageouny  feated  for  commerce.  As  the 
inhabitants  had  never  been  conquered  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  as  the  new  colony  fent  thither  adlualiy  purchafed  their 
lands  from  the  native  proprietors,  and  fettled  there  by  con- 
fent,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  right  to 
difpute  this  cflablidiment ;  and  that,  if  they  did,  the  plan* 
ters  might  defend  themfelves  without  involvmg  the  nation  in 
a  war. 

The  colony  was  accordingly  fettled  at  a  vaft  expence  ; 
but  it  was  foon  found,  that  great  miftakes  had  been  made 
in  relation  to  the  confequences  expe£led  from  it.  For  the 
Spaniards  not  only  confidered  it  as  an  invafion  on  their 
rights,  and  began  to  take  our  fhips  upon  it ;  but  the  Englifli 
alfo  grew  very  uneafy,  and  made  warm  reprefentations  to 
his  majefty  on  this  fubje£l,  which  produced  private  orders 
to  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  and  other  neighbouring  plan- 
tations, not  only  to  avoid  all  commerce  with  the  Scots  at 
Darien,  but  even  to  deny  them  provifions.  As  it  was 
forefeen  that  thcfe  nieafures  would  naturally  occafion  great 
(iiflurbances  in  that  part  ot  the  world,  it  was  found  requi- 
fite  to  fend  a  fquadron  thither  to  proteA  our  t/ade,  to  awe 
the  Spaniards,  and  to  hinder  the  increafeof  pirates,  which 
had  been  very  great  ever  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
occafioned  chiefly  by  the  multitude  of  privateers  that  were 
then  thrown  out  of  employment }  and  having  been  longufed 
ro  live  by  plunder,  had  not  either  the  will  or  the  means  to 
procure  a  fubfillence  for  themfelves  by  any  honeft  employ- 
ment. There  were  alfo  other  reafons  which  made  the  fend- 
ing fuch  a  naval  force  requifite,  as  wil!  appear  in  the  fubfe- 
quent account  of  its  proceedings. 

Rear. 
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Rear-admiral  Benbow  was  made  choice  of  to  command 
this  fquadron,  which  confided  of  three  fourth  rates,  and  a 
fmall  French  prize.  He  failed  from  Portfniouth  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  November,  1698,  and  arrived  at  Barbadoes 
the  twenty-feventh  of  February  following.  He  executed 
there,  and  at  the  Leeward  Iflands,  what  he  was  direiSied 
by  his  inftru6tions  to  do,  and  being  informed  that  (he  Spa- 
niards at  Carthagena  had  feized  two  of  our  fhips,  with  an 
intent  to  employ  them  in  an  expedition  they  were  then 
meditating  againft  the  Scots  at  Darien,  he,  liice  a  brave  and 
public- fpirited  commander,  as  he  really  was,  refolved  to 
prevent  it,  and  reftore  thefe  (hips  to  their  right  owners. 
With  this  view  he  Aood  over  to  the  Spanifh  coaft,  and 
coming  before  Boca-Chica  caflle,  he  fent  his  men  on  (hore 
for  wood  and  water,  which  though  he  aflced  with  great 
civility  of  the  Spanilh  governor,  he  would  fcarce  permit  him 
to  take. 

This  highly  nettled  the  admiral,  who  thereupon  fent  his 
own  lieutenant  to  the  governor,  with  a  meflage,  importing, 
that  he  not  only  wanted  thefe  neceiTaries,  but  that  he  came 
likewife  for  two  £ngli(h  (hips  that  lay  in  the  harbour,  and 
had  been  detained  there  fome  time,  which,  if  not  fent  to 
him  immediately,  he  would  come  and  take  by  force.  The 
governor  anfwered  him,  in  very  refpediful  terms,  that  if  he 
would  leave  bis  prefent  (lation,  in  which  he  feemed  to  block 
up  their  port,  the  fltips  (liould  be  fent  out  to  him.  With 
this  requeft  the  admiral,  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  com- 
plied i  but  (inding  the  governor  trifled  with  him,  and  that 
his  men  were  in  danger  of  falling^  into  the  country  didemper, 
which  doubtlefs  the  Spanilh  governor  forefaw,  he  fent  him 
another  metfage,  that  if  in  twenty -four  hours  thelhips  were 
not  fent  him,  he  would  come  and  fetch  them ;  and  that, 
if  he  kept  them  longer  than  that  time,  he  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  what  refpe^l  an  £ngli(h  officer  had  Co 
his  word.  The  Spaniards,  however,  did  not  think  fit  to 
make  the  experiment,  but  fent  out  the  (hips  within  the  time  i 
with  which  the  admiral  returned  to  Jamaica,  where  he  was 
received  with  much  kindnefs  and  refpedl* 

There  he  received  an  account,  that  the  Spaniards  at 
Porto-Bello  had  feized  feveral  of  our  fliips  employed  in  the 
flave-trade,  on  the  old  pretence,  that  the  fettiement  at  Da- 
rien  was  a  breach  of  the  peace.  At  the  defire  of  tlie  parties 
concerned  the  admiral  failed  thither  alfo,  and  demanded 
thefe  fhips  ;  but  received  a  furly  anfwer  from  the  admiral  of 
the  Barlovento  fleet,  who  happened  to  be  then  at  Porto- 
Bello.   Rear-admiral  Benbow  expoflulated  with  him  oa 
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this  head,  inHf^ing,  that,  as  the  ful^edls  of  the  crown  of 
England  had  never  injured  thofe  of  his  catholic  majefty, 
he  ought  nut  to  make  prize  of  their  (hips  for  injuries  done 
by  another  nation.  The  Spaniards  replied  flirewdly,  that 
fince  both  the  crowns  were  placed  on  the  fame  head, 
it  was  no  wonder  be  mi(look  the  fubjeifls  of  one  crown 
for  the  other.  After  many  altercations,  however,  and 
when  the  Spaniards  faw  that  the  colony  at  Darien  receiv- 
ed no  aiTiflance  from  Jamaica,  the  fhips  were  with  much 
to  do  reAored.  On  his  return  to  Jamaica,  towards  the  lat- 
tcr  end  of  the  year,  he  received  a  lupply  of  provilions  from 
England,  and  foon  after  orders  to  return  home  }  which  he 
did  with  fix  men  of  war,  taking  New-England  in  his 
way. 

While  rear-admiral  Benbow  was  thus  employed,  vice- 
admiral  Aylmer  was  fent  with  a  iUong  fquadron  into  the 
Mediterranean,  in  order  to  confirm  our  treaties  with  the 
governments  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  which  he 
performed  very  cffeduaily  ;  for,  being  a  man  of  a  gene- 
rous temper,  he  executed  all  things  with  fuch  magnificence, 
and  treated  the  deputies  fcnt  on  board  him  in  a  manner  fo 
well  fuited  to  their  tempers,  that  they  were  eafily  drawn  to  do 
thofe  things  for  him,  which  an  officer  of  another  difpofition 
would  never  have  obtained. 

It  was  intended  too  that  he  (hould  have  fecured  the  galle- 
ons, in  cal'e  the  French  attempted  to  feize  them  on  the 
death  of  the  king  of  Spain,  which  was  daily  apprehended  ; 
but  for  this  he  certainly  came  too  late,  and  though  no  body 
pretended  to  fix  any  imputation  on  his  character  m  this  re- 
fpe£l,  yet  there  was  great  blame  laid  on  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, for  not  fittln>i,  out  this  fleet  fooner. 

But  we  now  return  to  matters  of  a  more  public  con- 
cern. A  war  had  arifen  between  the  kings  of  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  which  greatly  affected  the  peace  of  the  north ;  a 
thing  that  can  never  happen  without  interelling  the  maritime 
powers.  It  will  be  neceiTnry  to  f;y  fomcthing  as  to  the 
grounds  of  this  war,  becauie  the  part  we  took  in  it  was  ve- 
ry much  to  the  honour  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  ought 
to  eAablifh  it  as  a  maxim,  that  whenever  it  is  really  necef- 
fary  to  aflift  our  allies,  we  ought  to  do  it  vigoroufly,  and  at 
once ;  which  is  the  way  not  only  to  ferve  them,  but  to  fave 
a  very  confiderabie  expence  to  us.  There  was,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1699,  a  private  treaty  made  by  feve- 
ral  princes  for  attacking  the  king  of  Sweden,  afterwards  the 
famous  Charles  the  twelfth,  but  then  a  pertcdi  youth,  and 
even  for  difmembering  the  Swedifli  monarchy.    According 
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to  this  fchemc,  the  king  of  Denmark  was  to  invade  Hol- 
Itein,  the  elector  of  Hrandenbourgwas  to  fall  into  the  Swedtili 
Pomerania,  the  king  of  Poland  was  to  attack  Livonia,  z^d 
in  cafe  the  dukes  of  Zell  and  Hanover  moved  to  the  aililU 
ance  of  the  Swedes,  the  Landgrave  of  Hefie,  and  the 
duke  of  Wolfcnbuttlc,  were  to  fall  upon  them. 

This  was  an  alliance  founded  entirely  upon  intere(\  and 
ambition,  for  the  Swedes  had  done  nothing  to  deferve  this 
treatment  ;  and  therefore,  upon  the  Hrll  breaking  out  of 
this  conl'ederacy,  his  Swciliih  niajedy  aidreHed  himfelf  to 
king  William  and  the  Stutcs-Gencral,  as  guarantees  of  the 
treaties  made  for  fecuring  the  tranquility  of  the  north,  by 
preferving  there  a  proper  balance  of  power.  At  firft  it  was 
thought  requilite  to  interpofc  only  our  coed  offices,  l^ut 
when  the  king  of  Denmark  over-ran  HolAein,  and  the  king 
of  Poland  hrlt  attempted  to  furprife,  and  then  befiegcd  Riga 
in  Livonia,  it  became  neceiTary  to  take  other  meafures,  ei- 
pecially  when  it  was  known  that  the  Czar  was  inclined  to 
enter  into  the  confederacy.  The  point  in  debate  with  his 
majcfly  was,  whether  he  Ihouid  do  what  was  necedary,  .md 
what  he  was  obliged  to  by  treaties,  without  confutting  the 
houfe  of  commons  ;  or  whether  he  Ihould  lay  the  whole 
matter  before  the  parliament,  and  leave  the  decidon  of  it  to 
them.  Some  of  the  minillry  were  for  taking  the  iatter  me- 
thod, but  the  king  was  for  the  former,  and  with  good  rca- 
fon  J  he  faid,  the  executive  part  of  the  government  was  in 
him,  and  therefore  he  would  do  what  was  fit  for  him  to  do, 
and  acquaint  the  parliament  w!th  ir  at  their  next  meeting. 

His  majefty,  in  the  Ipring  of  the  year  1700,  fent  over  .t 
ftrong  fquadron  to  Holland,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
George  Rooke,  who,  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  was  joined 
by  a  Dutch  fquadron  ;  and,  having  the  command  of  the 
whole  fleet,  he  failed  for  the  S  )und,  where  he  arrived  about 
the  middle  of  June.  There  he  found  the  Dutch  tieet,  con- 
lifting  ot'  twenty-eight  fail  of  ihe  line  of  battle  (hips,  rang- 
ed athwart  of  the  harrow  padage,  uiidcr  the  gu:i.s  of  thoir 
caftle  of  Cronenbmu;,  oppofite  to  Hehingburg  ;  aad  Ijote 
alfo  he  received  aflTunuice  from  count  Wutchtm  ilter,  avi- 
miral-gcncra!  of  Sv\cilt'n,  that  he  would  take  the  lirll  oouur- 
tnnity  of  joining  h»m  with  t!)c  fqua(in)i)  under  his  comnunl. 
Not  long  after  a  fr^nai  was  m  ule,  as  had  been  agreed,  iro'^i 
Heltlngburg,  that  the  Danilh  fleet  were  un(I«.r  uil  ;  wltctc- 
upon  our  admiral  weighed  anchor,  snd  advanced  into  the 
Sound,  to  prevent  «ny  tnifchief  v*hich  might  othervvil'c 
happen  to  the  Swedes.  But  the  Dnnilh  (hips  anchored 
agam  on  this  hde  of  the  grounds,  not  only  to  guard  the 

paliuge. 


56o 


MEMOIRS     OF 


\ 


piktCiigc^  but  to  prevent  our  joining  with  the  Swedi(h  fqua- 
dron,  which  were  come  down  to  the  South-Hde  of  tha 
diannel. 

In  this  podure  the  fleets  lay  for  fome  time.  Sir  George 
Rooke  expediine  that  the  Swedes  would,  according  to  what 
had  been  promiied,  have  pufhed  through  j  which  in  all  pro- 
bability they  might  have  done  in  lefs  than  two  hours,  for  it 
had  blown  frefh  at  S.  S.  £.  Dut  the  opportunity  being  lofl, 
he  got  under  fail,  and  came  nearer  to  the  illand  of  Huen. 
Meanwhile  the  Danes  plyed  towards  him  in  a  line  of  battle, 
but  anchored  about  noon  near  three  leagues  oft',  in  the 
mouth  of  the  channel  leading  up  to  Copenhagen,  and  the 
Swedes  were  much  about  the  fame  diftance  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  grounds.  I'he  Danes  then  endeavoured  to  amufe 
the  admiral  with  an  account  of  a  treaty,  in  hopes  that, 
while  it  was  negociating,  he  would  fufpend  hoftilities }  but 
he  purfued  the  fpirit  of  his  inlhudtions,  which  required 
him  to  promote  not  a  negociation,  but  a  peace  ;  and  there- 
fore, being  informed  that  the  Swedi(h  fleet  had  pafled  the 
channel  of  Flinterena  on  the  third  of  July,  he  failed  the 
next  day,  and  anchoring  off  Landfcroon,  the  Swedifli  fleet 
joined  him  on  the  flxth  ',  upon  which  the  Danes  retired  into 
their  harbour,  where  they  were  very  well  fecured  ;  and  tho* 
the  united  fleets  pretended  to  bombard  them  in  the  port  of 
Copenhagen,  ^et  either  they  could  not,  or  would  not,  do 
them  much  mifchief. 

The  confederate  fleet  confifled  of  flfty-two  (hips  of  the 
line  ;  but  as  fo  great  a  (Irength  was  not  neceflfary  to  keep  in 
the  Danes,  part  was  detached  for  other  purpofes }  for  there 
were  fent  to  Gottenburg  a  fourth  and  a  fifth  rate  of  the 
Englifli,  and  three  ihips  of  the  States-General,  to  cover 
the  forces  which  the  king  of  Sweden  intended  to  tranfport  to 
1'onningen,  on  the  river  of  Eyder,  and  three  Englifli,  wiMi 
fix  Swedifli,  together  with  three  Dutch  fliips,  were  ordered 
into  the  fouth  channel  going  into  Copenhagen,  with  the 
bomb-veflTels,  from  whence  they  bombarded  the  Daniflt 
fleet  fome  hours,  but  not  with  much  greater  fuccefs  than 
before  ;  nor  did  thofe  on  our  fide  receive  any  damage  from 
their  fliells,  or  the  fliot  from  the  town,  the  fliips  and  the 
pontoons.  Preparations  were  now  making  for  a  vigorous 
defcent  in  Roge«bay,  and  between  Copenhagen  and  Elfi- 
nore  at  the  fame  time  }  but  the  winds  being  contrary,  thofe 
troops  which  embarked  at  Udfledt,  being  chiefly  horfe, 
could  not  get  over  to  the  bay  .before-mentioned,  as  was  in- 
tended, fo  that  they  were  put  on  fliore,  and  ordered  to 
Landfcroon  and  Helfingburg,  to  be  tranfported  from  tlience  -, 
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•nd  the  latter  end  of  July,  the  king  of  Sweden  landed  with 
about  five  thoufand  foot,  near  four  miles  on  this  fide  Elfi- 
nore,  without  any  great  lofs,  although  the  Danes  had 
brought  down  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  three  or  four 
field-pieces,  to  oppole  them. 

This  quick  motion  was  intended  to  accelerate  the  nego- 
ciations  that  were  then  carrying  on,  and  it  had  the  defired 
cfTe^  i  for  the  Danes,  excelfively  alarmed  at  fo  unexpeded 
a  proceeding,  fent  orders  to  their  plenipotentiaries  at  I'm- 
vendale  to  fign  the  preliminaries  on  the  terms  propofed  by 
the  mediators }  and  this  being  fignified  to  Sir  George  Rooke* 
he  refufed  to  let  the  combined  fleet  cover  any  longer  the  de- 
fcent  of  the  Swedes,  there  being  enough  already  done  to  fe- 
cure  a  peace,  which  was  ficned  on  the  eighteenth  of  AugufI, 
1700,  and  left  the  king  of^  Sweden  at  liberty  to  a£l  againft 
the  Czar  and  th^king  of  Poland,  who  had  both  Invaded 
his  dominions  in  This  critical  juncture. 

When  the  bufinefs  was  done,  the  combined  fleets  return- 
ed, and  the  States -Genera  I  v^ere  fo  (enlible  of  the  prudent 
management  of  the  Englifh  admiral,  that  they  thanked  hit 
majefly  for  having  entrufted  him  with  the  commifTion.  I 
cannot  help  obferving  upon  this  occafion,  that  when  Sir 
George  Rooke  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  labour  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  a  powerful  party  in  England,  he  was  known 
and  acknowledged  in  Holland  to  be  the  be(l  officer,  and  the 
greatefl  feaman  of  the  age.  This,  perhaps,  was  the  reafon, 
that,  notwithAanding  the  difference  of  parties,  king  William 
always  preferved  a  good  opinion  of  this  gentleman,  and  em- 
ployed him  as  long  as  he  lived  in  the  mod  important  com-* 
mands. 

We  are  now  to  return  to  affairs  nearer  home.  The  death 
of  the  king  of  Spain  changed  all  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and 
forced  us,  who  had  fo  lately  made  a  very  neceffary  peace, 
upon  a  new,  expenfive,  and  dangerous  war,  contrary  to  the 
genius,  at  lea(l,  if  not,  as  ih«:  patriots  of  thofe  times  affert- 
edi  to  the  interefl  of  the  nation. 

I  would  by  no  means-  be  underdood  to  cenfure  this  war 
as  unreafonable  or  unjuft  \  all  I  aim  at  is  to  diftinguifh 
grounds  from  pretences,  and  to  juftit'y  king  William's  mea- 
fures  in  this  refpedt  from  their  true  motives,  rather  than 
from  thofe  which  were  ufed  only  to  colour  them  in  compli- 
ance with  the  nation's  temper  at  that  time.  The  king, 
who  was  a  very  wife  man,  and  a  confummate  politician, 
faw  plainly,  that  the  Spanifh  fucceinon,  if  it  fell  entirely 
into  the  hands  of  the  hnuie  of  Bourbon,  would  leave  it  ab- 
folutely  in  the  power  of  that  houfe  to  give  law  to  the  reft  of 
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Europe,  and  to  deftroy  that  independency  fo  neceffary  to 
Great- Britain  and  Holland,  which  yet  refults  from  the  ba- 
lance that  had  hitherto  been  kept  between  that  family  and 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  He  faw  too,  that  the  fenfs  which 
other  powers  had  of  their  particular  grievances  and  imme- 
diate danger  from  the  power  of  the  French  king,  afforded 
the  means  of  combining  fuch  a  force  as  might  be  able  to 
bring  that  monarch  to  reafon,  and  to  conlent  to  fuch  an 
eftabliAiment  as  would  leave  things  in  their  former  ftate,  and 
fecure  the  feveral  potentates  of  Europe  in  the  poiTeiTion  of 
their  juft  rights. 

This  induced  him  to  engage  reciprocally  Papifts  and  Pro- 
tedants  to  fupport  each  other's  pretenfions  ;  for,  by  the 
grand  alliance.  Great- Britain  and  the  States  undertook  to 
procure  fatisfadlion  to  the  pope,  as,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  emperor  and  other  catholic  princes  (li^pulated  to  fupport 
the  protedant  intered,  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the  ma- 
ritime powers  in  refpefi:  to  their  commerce.  This  it  was 
that  made  the  whole  a  common  caufe  ;  and,  though  thefe 
articles  expofed  the  alliance  to  very  popular  objedlions 
amongft  party-men  at  home  and  abroad,  yet  to  perfons  of 
judgment  and  fagacity,  nothing  could  recommend  it  more* 
In  all  confederacies  the  good  of  the  whole  mud  be  regarded, 
and  to  this  the  particular  views  of  all  the  feparate  princes 
and  powers  who  compofe  it  mud  give  way;  and  therefore 
if,  confidering  things  in  this  light,  the  general  alliance  form- 
ed againd  France  in  170 1  was  right  and  well  founded,  all 
the  cavils,  raifed  againd  it  from  the  party-fpirit  that  prevail- 
ed here,  were  equally  frivolous  and  unjud. 

When  the  refolution  was  once  taken  to  have  recourfe 
again  to  arms  in  order  to  preferve  the  balance  of  power, 
the  fird  care  was  for  the  fleet,  which  his  majedy  refolv- 
ed  diould  be  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  his  ma- 
jedy  being  extremely  i'enfible  of  the  ill  confequences  that  at- 
tended the  want  of  this  falutary  precaution  at  the  beginning 
of  the  lad  war.  Preparatory  to  this  was  the  new  commiifi- 
on  of  the  admiralty  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1701,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  placed  theearlof  Pembroke,  a  man  uni- 
verfally  beloved  and  edeemed. 

Th  command  of  the  fleet  was  very  judicioufly  bedowed 
upon  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  on  the  fecond  of  July  ,went 
on  board  the  Triumph  in  the  Downs,  where  he  hoided  the 
flag.  He  foon  after  failed  to  Spithead,  where  he  was  fpeedi- 
ly  joined  by  the  red  of  the  fleet,  confiding  of  forty-eight 
(hips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  flre-fliips,  and  fmall  vef- 
fels.  He  had  under  him  fome  of  the  greateft  feamen  of  the 
;  age  : 
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age  :  he  was  not  long  after  reinforced  by  fifteen  Dutch 
men  of  war  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  and  fmall  veflels, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant-admiral  AUemonde,  vice- 
admiral  Vandergoes,  and  re^r-admiral  Waeflcnaar. 

The  whole  fleet  was  obliged  to  wait  at  St.  Helen's  until 
the  middle  of  Auguft  for  want  of  provifions  ;  and,  when 
he  put  to  fea,  the  wind, blew  in  a  few  hours  fo  high,  that 
he  was  conflrained  toputlback  again  intoTorbay.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  he  failed  from  thence,  and  the 
fecond  of  September  he  detached  vice-admiral  Benbow  with 
a  (lout  fquadron  for  the  Wed-lndies  :  and  as  this  w^s  the 
principal  bufinefs  of  the  fleet,  and  indeed  a  thing  in  itfelf 
of  the  highefl  importance*  the.  admiral  detached  a  flrong 
fquadron  of  Ehgliih  (hips  under  the  command  of  Sir  John 
Munden,  and  ten  fail  of  Dutcl)  men  of  war,  befides  fri- 
gates, und^  rear-admiral  Wa^flenaar,  to  f^e  the  Weft-India 
fquadron  well  into  the  ka.  The  French  expected  that  this 
fleet  would  have  actually  proceeded  to  the  Mediterraniean, 
and  it  was  to  confirm  them  in  this  belief,  we  had  demand- 
ed the  free  ufe  of  the  Spanill)  harbours  :  but  this  was  only 
to  conceal  things,  and  to  gain  an  opportunity  of  fending  a 
fquadroi)  early  to  the  Weft-Indies,  without  putting  it  in  the  . 
power  of  the  French  to  procure  any  exafl  account  of  its 
ftrength  :  the  admiral,  after  performing  this,  crui^^ed  ac-  ; 
cording  to  his  inftru<^ions  for  fonie  time,  and  then  return- 
ed with  the  largeft  (hips  into  the  Downs. 

After  this  fleet  was  fent  to  fea^  his  majefty,  on  the  1 8th 
of  January,  thought  proper  to  revoke  his  letters-patent  to 
the  commiiTioners  of  the  admiralty,  and  to  appoint  the 
right  honourable  Thomas  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgo- 
mery, lord  high-admiral  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  foreign  plantations.  The  defign  of  this  promotion  was  / 
to  be  rid  of  the  difadvantages  attending  a  board  :  and  this 
end  it  anfwered  perfedlly  }  for  his  lordfhip  immediately  fent 
away  captain  Edmund  Loades  to  Cadiz  to  bring  home  the 
fea  ftores,  and  the  merchants  eft*e£|ts,  before  the  war  broke 
out,  as  alfo  two  hulks  that  had  been  left  in  that  harbour, 
from  the  time  of  the  laft  war,  for  the  greater  conveniency 
of  careening  our  fhips  which  remained  in  that  port.  This 
the  captain  with  his  fmall  fquadron,  conflftiqg  but  of  three 
fi^ig^t^Sa  efreclually  performed. 

The  war  was  now  the  great  obje^  of  our  councils  as  well 
as  thofe  of  France,  though  hitherto  it  was  not  declared, 
and  negotiations  were  ftill  carried  on  in  Holland  as  if  both 
parties  had  inclined  to  an  amicable  determination  of  thefe 
differences,  which  was,  however,  the  intention  of  neither. 
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The  expe£iation  of  a  rupture  made  our  fea  officers  exceed- 
.ingly  alert,  and  put  them  upon  (hewing  their  mettle  feme- 
times  a  little  too  much.  For  inftance,  the  marquis  of 
Caermarthen's  yacht  fired  upon  a  French  (hip  in  the  har- 
bour of  Rotterdam  to  oblige  her  to  ftrike,  which  (he  did 
immediately.  The  commander  of  the  yacht,  not  fatisfied 
with  this,  fent  for  the  mader  of  the  French  velTel  onboard, 
and  obliged  him  to  pay  twelve  livres  for  the  (hot.  This 
was  complained  of  by  count  d'Avaux,  the  French  mini- 
(ler,  in  very  high  terms ;  and  yet  it  is  very  probable,  that 
the  States  would  have  exprefled  their  didike  of  it  at  ano- 
ther feafon,  but  things  were  then  in  fuch  a  (ituation,  that 
it  was  not  thought  proper  to  animadvert  on  theie  accidents, 
whatever  might  be  thought  of  them  at  another  time. 

In  ihemidft  of  thefe  preparations,  however,  care  was  ta- 
ken of  a  point  which  nearly  concerned  trade,  and  that  was 
the  uniting  the  two  Eaft-India  companies,  which  was  done 
under  an  a6t  of  arbitration,  wherein  lord  Godolphin  and 
Mr.  Harley,  afterwards  earl  of  Oxford,  were  for  the  old 
company,  and  lord  Halifax  for  the  new.  During  feven  years 
each  company  was  to  have  an  equal  power  in  the  adminif- 
traticn  of  the  fund  and  trade  ;  and  to  that  end  twelve  per- 
fonsweretobe  yearly  appointed  by  the  general  courts  of 
each  company  refpe£tively,  who  were  to  be  (lyled  Mana- 
gers OF  THE  UNITED  TRADE  TO  India  ;  and  after  thefe 
feven  years  were  expired,  the  old  company  were  to  furren- 
der  their  charters,  and  the  new  company  was  thencefor- 
ward to  change  its  ftyle,  and  to  be  called  The  united 

COMPANY  OF  MERCHANTS  TRADING  TO  THE  EaST-In- 

DIES  :  and  this  agreement  was  the  foundation  of  that  com- 
pany, which  has  fub(i(led  with  fo  great  credit  to  themfelves, 
and  benefit  to  the  nation  ever  (ince. 

One  of  the  Ia(t  a(5);s  of  king  William's  adminiflration  was 
a  folemn  mefTage  to  ihe  lower  houfe  of  parliament,  in  re- 
lation to  an  union  between  England  and  Scotland,  in  which 
lie  faid,  "  He  (hould  elieem  it  a  peculiar  felicity,  if,  du- 
ring his  reign,  fome  happy  expedient  for  making  both 
kingdoms  one  might  take  place,  and  therefore  he  was 
extremely  defirous  a  treaty  for  this  purpofe  might  be  fet 
on  foot,  which  he  therefore  recommended  in  the  moft 
earneft  manner  to  the  houfe  of  commons."  In  com- 
pliance with  this  me(rage  the  houfe  did  appoint  a  xfay  to 
confider  of  the  propdfition  contained  therein  ;  but  the  death 
of  the  king  prevented  their  coming  to  any  refolution. 

Before  this  happened,  however,  they  refolved  that  forty 
thoufand  men  (hould  be  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  fleet 
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the  entiling  year,  and  (hewed  Aich  an  inclination  to  enter 
heartily  into  all  the  meafures  neceflary  to  render  the  grand 
alliance  effedual  towards  the  ends  for  which  it  was  made, 
that  the  French,  who  little  expeded  that  tiich  a  fpirit  would 
be  (liewn  in  this  parliament,  were  much  furprifed,  as  eafily 
forefeeing  that  the  new  war  would  dillrefs  them  much  more 
than  the  old  had  ever  done,  becaufe  it  wa$  lil$Le  to  be  belter 
managed. 

His  extraordinary  attention  to  bufmefs  is  thought  to  have 
haftened  the  king's  deceafe,  which  happened  on  the  8th  of 
iMarch,  1701-2,  about  eight  in  the  morning.  He  died,  as 
he  lived,  with  great  ileadinefs  of  mind,  and  (hewed  himfelf 
in  his  laft  moments  as  much  a  hero  as  he  had  ever  done  in 
the  held.  I  ought  now  to  fay  fomewhat  of  this  prince's 
character,  and  to  fum  up  all  with  a  general  view  of  the  ca- 
pital events  in  his  reign  j  but  as  I  have  already  treated  very 
copioufly  of  fuch  as  have  any  affinity  with  the  principal  de- 
fign  of  this  work,  and  as  the  fame  of  king  William  III. 
ftands  in  no  need  of  my  feeble  alTiftance,  I  (hall  content 
myfelf  with  faying,  that  never  any  prince  better  underdood 
the  general  intereil  of  Europe,  or  purfued  it  with  greater 
firmnefs,  and  that  whatever  unlucky  accidents  fell  out  in  his 
reign,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  affairs,  were  not  fo  much 
owing  to  any  miftakes  in  his  condud,  as  to  the  circumftan* 
ces  of  the  times,  our  own  unfortunate  divifions,  and  the 
fatal  confequences  of  both. 

The  only  thing  now  left  to  be  performed,  before  we  pro^ 
ceed  to  another  chapter,  is  the  collecting,  as  far  as  the  (len- 
der memoirs  that  have  come  to  our  hands  will  allow,  fome 
biographical  account  of  the  moft  eminent  feamen  who  died 
in  this  reign  ;  and  in  treating  of  thefe  the  reader  is  detired 
to  remember,  that  no  party  is  efpoufed  j  that  every  man 
is  confidered  as  a  per(onx)f  worth  and  honour  fo  far  as  he 
purfued  his  principles,  and  was  jull  to  the  prinee  he 
ferved,  and  faithful  to  the  intereft  of  his  country.  By  the 
help  of  this  neceffary  and  well-founded  di(lin6tion,  we  (hall 
be  able  to  do  (iridl:  judice  to  all  thofe  brave  men  who  ex- 
pofed  their  lives  in  their  country's  fervice  at  fea,  of  what 
party  foever  they  were,  or  were  reputed;  which,  however, 
hath  been  feldom  done  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  where^ 
generally  fpeaking,  the  heroes  are  all  on  one  fide,  and  there 
are  none  but  indifferent  people  on  the  other  :  whereas  in 
truth  there  is  no  foundation  for  fuch  charaders,  honeft  and 
brave  men  being  found  alike  on  both  tides,  though  they 
J)ave  fometiines  had  the  misfortune  to  be  hated  and  de- 
fi>med  by  fi^ch  as  have  lefs  regard  tq  merit  than  opinioii, 
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and  who  thought  it  excufe^Hlie  to  raife  a  clamour  againd  a 
great  man  in  an  oppofite  intereft,  though  they  were  fenfible 
this  clamour  fprung  from  prejudice,  and  not  any  love  to 
juftice.  •■       '  •  w    j..;  -' 

MEMOIRS  of  Sir  JOHN  BERRY,   Knight,  Rear- Ad- 
miral of  England. 

MR.  JOHN  BERRY'S  parents  being  poor,  and  he 
having  nothing  to  recommend  him  but  his  ingenuity 
and  cburage,  at  the  age  of  fevemeen,  Went  to  Plymouth, 
where  he  bound  himfelf  apprentice  to  Mr.  Robert  Mering, 
a  merchant  in  that  town,  and  part-owner  in  fevcral  (hips. 
He  went  to  fea  in  his  fervice,  and  was  extremely  unfortu- 
nate in  fettihg  out,  being  twice  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  and 
fufferinga  lotig  imprifonment,  which,  however,  did  him  no 
great  hurt  in  the  main.  On  his  return  to  England  he  found 
his  mafter  in  very  bad  circumftartces ;  which  was  no  pre- 
judice to  him  }  for,  in  a  ihort  timtf  after,  Mr.  Mering  told 
him,  thatj  having  now  no  farther  occafion  for  his  fer- 
vice, he  would,  in  reward  of  his  paft  diligence,  give  him 
the  remainder  'of  his  time,  which  he  did  freely. 

Mr.  Berry^  'thus  at  large  and  at  liberty  to  zA  for  him- 
felf, immediately  came  Qp  ito  London,  where,  by  the  help 
of  fome  friends,  he  was  preferred  to  be  boatfwain  of  a 
ketch  belonging  to  the  royal  nwf,  called  the  Swallow, 
which,  under  the  command  of  captain  Infam,  was  ordered 
to  the  Weft-Indies  in  company  with  two  of  his  majefty's 
frigates,  both  of  which  were  loft  in  the  gulph  of  Florida; 
but  the  Swallow,  by  cutting  down  her  mafts,  and  heaving 
her  guns  overboard,  as  alfo  her  provifions,  got  clear,  and 
in  the  fpace  of  fixteen  weeks,  during  which  they  had  no- 
thing to  eat  but  the  fifti  they  caught,  or  to  drink  but  rain- 
water, they  arrived  at  Campeachy.  There  they  furniftied 
themfelves  with  providons,  and  then  failed  for  Jamaica, 
where  they  at*rived  in  three  weeks. 

•  Sir  Thomas  Muddiford,  who  was  a  native  of  Devon- 
ihire  as  well  as  Mr.  Berry,  was  then  governor  of  that 
ifland,  and  he  ordered  the  Swallow  to  be  refitted,  put  eight 
guns  on  board  her;  and  having  intelligence  that  a  pirate, 
who  had  taken  one  Mr.  Peach  bound  from  Southampton  to 
Jamaica,  and  marooned  him  and  all  his  crew,  was  ftill  in 
thofe  feas,  he  ordered  the  Swallow,  now  well  vidlualled  and 
manned,  to  put  to  fea  in  queft  of  her,  and  gave  his  coun- 
p-yman  Berry  the  title  of  lieutenant. 
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In  three  weeks  after  they  failed  from  Jamaica,  they  found 
the  pirate  at  anchor  in  a  bay  off  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola. 
He  had  about  fixty  men  and  twenty  guns,  whereas  the  Swal- 
low had  but  forty  men  and  eight  fmall  guns.     Capt.  Infam, 
having  confidered   the  enemy's  ftrength  and   compared  it 
with  his  own,  called  up  all  his  men,  and  addreiled  them  in 
thefe  words :  **  Gentlemen,  the  blades  we  are  to  attack 
'<*  are  men  at  arms,  old  buccaneers,  and  fuperior  to  us  in 
"  number  and  in  the  force  of  their  (hip,  and   therefore  I 
"  would  have  your  opinion,  whether" — **  Sir,"  interrupt- 
ed lieutenant  Berry,    **  we  are   men  at  arms  too,   and, 
*'  which  is  more,  honeft  men,  and  fight  under  the  king's 
'*  commiflion ;  and,  if  you  have  no  ftomach  for  fighting, 
**  be  pleafed  to  walk  down  into  your  cabbin."    The  crew 
applauded  this  motion,  and  declared  one  and  all  for  captain 
Berry,  who  undertook  this  affair  with  great  difadvantage. 

The  pirate  rode  at  anchor  to  the  windward,  by  which 
the  Swallow  was  obliged  to  make  two  trips  under  her  lee, 
in  which  (he  received  two  broadfides,  and  two  volleys  of 
fmall  (hot,  without  returning  a  gun.  Mr.  Berry  then 
boarded  her  on  the  bow,  pouring  in  his  broadfide,  which 
killed  the  pirate  twenty-two  men  on  the  fpot :  they  then 
fought  their  way  to  the  main  maft,  where  they  called  to  the 
doctor  and  his  mate  to  get  over  board,  and  hang  by  the 
rudder,  which  they  did  ;  and  foon  after  the  pirate  was  ta- 
ken, having  only  feven  men  left,  and  thofe  ail  wounded, 
though  they  lived  long  enough  to  be  hanged  afterwards  in 
Jamaica;  and;  which  is  ft  ill  more  remarkable,  there  was 
no  body  killed  on  board  the  Swallow  but  the  boatfwain's 
mate. 

On  their  return  to  Jamaica  captain  Infam  confined  his 
lieutenant,  and  brought  him  to  a  court-martial,  where,  on 
the  evidence  of  the  men,  the  court  declared  he  had  done 
his  duty,  ordered  the  captain  to  live  peaceably  with  him  in 
their  voyage  to  England,  which  he  did ;  and  Mr.  Berry, 
notwithitanding  what  was  paft,  behaved  towards  him  with 
all  imaginable  modefty  and  fubmilRon. 

In  a  ihort  time  after  he  came  home  the  Dutch  war  broke 
out,  and  Mr.  Berry  had  a  (loop  given  him,  called  the  Ma- 
ria, of  fourteen  guns,  with  the  king's  eommiffion.  He 
held  this  fmall  command  for  about  four  months,  in  which 
fpace  he  took  thirty-two  prizes,  and,  for  his  extraordinary 
diligence,  had  the  command  given  him  of  the  Coronation, 
a  hired  fliip  of  war  of  fifty-fix  guns. 

In  this  (hip  he  was  foon  a^er  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies, 
where  our  colonies  w^re  in  no  fmall  danger,  as  having  .both 
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the  French  and  Dutch  upon  their  hands.  On  his  arriral  at 
Barbadoes  the  governor  bought  fome  large  merchant  (hips, 
converted  them  into  men  of  war,  and  having  made  up  nine 
fail,  including  the  Coronation,  manned  and  put  them 
under  the  command  of  commodore  Berry.  With 
this  little  fleet  he  failed  for  Nevis,  in  order  to  protect  it 
from  the  French,  who  had  already  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  S4:.  ChriAopher's,  Antigua,  and  Mountferat.  He 
was  fcarce  Arrived  before  he  had  intelligence,  that  the  French 
xvere  preparing  at  St.  Chriflopher's  a  very  great  force,  which 
was  intended  for  the  conqueft  of  Nevis.  They  had  twen- 
ty-two men  of  war  and  frigates,  fix  large  tranfport  (hips  of 
their  own,  and  four  Dutch.  With  thefe  they  failed  to- 
wards Nevis  as  to  a  certain  vidory. 

Commodore  Berry  failed  with  his  nine  (hips  to  meet 
them ;  and,  as  he  turnsd  the  point  of  the  ifland,  one  of  his 
bed  (hips  blew  up,  which  ftruck  his  men  with  aftoni(h- 
ment.  '*  Now  you  have  feen  an  £ngli(h  (hip  blow  up," 
faid  the  commodore,  **  let  us  try  if  we  can't  blow  up 
<*  Frenchmen.  There  they  are,  boys  I  and,  if  we 
**  don  t  beat  them,  they  >vill  beat  us."  Having  faid  this, 
he  immediately  began  the  (Sght  with  the  Fretich  admiral, 
knd,  after  a  brifk  engagement  of  upwards  of  thirteen  hours, 
he  forced  this  mighty  ne^t  to  ily  for  (helter  under  the  can- 
non of  St.  Chriftopher's,  whither  he  purfued  them,  fent  in 
a  fire- (hip,  and  burnt  the  French  admiral:  feeing  her  in 
flames,  he  faid  to  hijs  feamen,  *'  I  told  you  in  the  morn- 
'*  ing^  that  we  (hould  burn  a  Frenchman  before  night ; 
"  to-morrow  we  will  try  whar  we  can  dd  with  the  reft." 
JBut,  while  he  was  refitting  his  (hips,  the  enemy  wifely 
ftole  awayj  the  French  to  Martinico,  and  the  Dutch  to 
Virginia.  Sir  John  Harman  being  fent  with  a  fquadron  to 
relieve  him, '  commodore  Berry  returned  to  England,  and 
ferved  with  great  honour  in  the  channel  and  in  the  Medi- 
terranean.    .'    -     '       ... 

In  the  fecond  Dutch  war  (as  it  was  called,  though  pro- 
perly fpeaking  it  was  the  third)  he  had  the  Command  of 
the  Refolution,  a  feventy  gun  (hip,  in  which  he  was  pre- 
ient  at  the  famous  adtion  in  Southwold-bay  oh  the  twenty- 
dghth  of  May,  1672.  In  this  battle,  ^he  captain  obferving 
that  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York,  then  lord  high 
admiral  of  England,  was  very  hard  preiTed,  hefleft  his  fta- 
tion,  and  came  in  to  his  relief,  where  the  fervice  proved  fo 
|iot,  that  in  lefs  than  two  hours  he  had  no  fevVer  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men  killed,  as  many  more  wounded, 
and  his  (hip  fcarce  able  to  float :  upon  this  he  was  towed 
• ■■■"   '   out 
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out  of  the  line,  (lopped  his  leaks,  and  fell  into  his  place 
again  in  an  hour,  and  there  did  fuch  fervice,  that  when  his 
majelly  came  to  meet  the  fleet,  and  dined  on  board  the 
Royal  Sovereign  at  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore,  he,  of  his  own 
motive,  called  for  captain  Berry,  and  having  knighted  him, 
faid  very  graciouHy,  "  As  our  thoughts  have  been  now 
"  upon  honour,  we  will  hereafter  think  of  profit ;  for  I 
*'  would  not  have  fo  brave  a  man  a  poor  knight." 

In  the  year  1682  it  was  thought  expedient  to  fend  the 
duke  of  York  down  to  Scotland,  and  for  this  purpofe  the 
Glouceder  frigate,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Berry, 
was  ordered  to  be  ready  :  and  accordingly,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  April,  the  duke  of  York  embarked  on  beard  that 
ihip.  In  their  pafTage  Sir  John  obferved  on  the  third  of 
May,  when  in  the  mouth  of  the  Humber,  as  he  appre- 
hended, an  error  in  the  pilot's  condudt,  though  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a  man  of  great  abilities  in  his  employment. 
Of  this  he  informed  the  duke,  and  defired  they  might  lie 
to,  at  lead  for  that  night,  which  the  pilot  oppofed }  and, 
being  a  great  favourite  of  the  duke,  his  advice  prevailed. 
But  his  royal  highnefs  was  foon  convinced  of  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  Sir  John  Berry's  judgment,  fmce,  in  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour  afterwards,  the  fhip  was  lod,  and  about 
three  hundred  people  in  her,  amongft  whom  were  fome 
perfons  of  the  firft  rank ;  and  the  duke  himfelf  narrow- 
ly efcaped  in  the  long-boat.  Sir  John  Berry  flanding  with 
his  fword  drawn  in  the  ftern  of  the  boat  to  hinder  people 
from  crowding  in,  which  undoubtedly  faved  the  duke, 
fmce  a  very  few  more  would  have  overfet  the  long-boat. 

For  the  lofs  of  this  (hip  Sir  John,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  navy,  was  tried  by  a  coi  .'-martial ;  but  it  appeared 
clearly  to  have  happened  through  another  man's  fault,  he 
was  not  only  acquitted,  but  ftill  continued  in  as  great  fa- 
vour as  ever  both  with  the  king  and  duke,  who  frequently 
confulted  him  as  to  the  management  of  the  navy. 

When  a  refolution  was  taken  in  1683  to  blow  up  Tan- 
gier, and  a  confiderable  fleet  was  Xent  thither,  under  the 
command  of  lord  -Dartmouth,  Sir  John  Berry  was  made 
choice  of  to  be  his  vice-admiral,  and  had  the  fole  cotn- 
mand  of  the  fleet  while  his  lordlhip  was  on  (bore  directing 
the  blowing  up  of  the  works,  in  this  critical  expedition 
Sir  John  gave  fuch  remarkable  tedimonies  of  his  courage 
and  condufl;,  and  took  (\ith  care  in  bringing  off  all  the  £n- 
glifh  and  their  effetSts,  that,  upon  his  return  home,  he  was 
made  a  commifTioner  of  the  navy,  in  which  poft  he  con- 
tinued to  the  day  of  his  death. 

He 
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He  was  not,  however,  confidercd  folely  as  a  commif- 
fjoner,  and  as  a  man  no  longer  rit  for  a£live  employment ; 
for  when  it  was  known  that  the  Dutch  meditated  an  inva- 
fion,  and  a  Rci^t  titled  out  to  defend  our  coaAs,  Sir  John 
Berry  was  appointed  vice-admiral,  and  hoifted  his  flag  on 
board  the  tl.zabeth,  a  third  nte,  the  admiral,  lord  Dart- 
mouth, being  in  the  Refolution,  and  the  rear-admiral,  lord 
Jkriclcy  of  Stratton,  tint  in  the  Montague,  and  then  in  the 
Edgar.  After  the  landing  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  when 
lord  Dartmouth  thoi'.u.ht  tit  to  leave  the  fleet,  the  (ble  com- 
mand of  it  devolved  on  Sir  John  Berry,  who  held  it  until 
it  was  laid  up. 

'I  he  change  of  the  government  wrought  none  in  the 
condition  of  our  admiral.  An  experienced  oflicer,  and  a 
man  of  honour,  will  be  a  welcome  fervant  to  ev.ry  prince. 
King  William  was  one  who  valued  abilities,  and  under- 
ftood  them,  and  therefore  lie  often  fent  for  Sir  John  Berry 
to  confer  with  him  on  naval  afi^iirs  j  and  once  particularly 
the  king  en:^a;.!ed  with  him  in  fo  clofe  and  earnelt  a  con- 
verfation,  that  it  took  up  the  whole  night,  and  Sir  John 
was  not  «if:nifled  the  royal  clofet,  until  it  was  pretty  far 
advanced  in  the  morning.  Yet  this  favour  brought  him  no 
accellion  either  of  port  or  profit ;  he  kept  what  he  had, 
and  probably  thought  that  fufficient,  being  commiflioner 
of  the  navy,  governor  of  Deal-ca(\le,  and  captain  of  an 
independant  company. 

He  was  ordered,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1691,  to  Portfmouth,  to  pay  off  fome  (hips 
there  j  arKl  while  he  was  employed  in  the  difcharge  of  this 
office  on  board  one  of  them,  he  was  fuddenly  taken  ill, 
and  thereupon  carried  on  (hore  to  Portfmouth,  where,  in 
three  or  four  days,  it  was  given  out  that  he  died  of  a  fever  j 
bat,  upon  opening  his  body,  it  appeared  clearly  to  the 
phyficians  and  furg^ons  w^ho  were  fent,  that  he  did  not  die 
a  natural  death,  but  that  he  had  been  difpatched  out  of  the 
world  by  poifon,  though  by  whom,  01  for  what  reafon, 
never  appeared,  or  at  lead  it  was  never  made  public. 

His  corpfe,  according  to  his  own  direction,  was  carried 
from  Portfmouth  to  London,  and  decently  interred  in  the 
chancel  of  Stepney-church,  where  a  noble  monument  is 
creeled  to  his  memory,  all  of  white  marble,  adorned  with 
his  bud  in  alabader. 
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MEMOIRS  of  ARTHUR   HERBERT,Earl 

oi  Torrington. 

IT  is  the  duty  of  hidorians  to  report  things  fairly,  and 
to  fpeak  of  men  impartially,  without  exaggerating  their 
virtues,  or  extenuating  their  vices,  by  exhibiting  their  cha- 
racters to  pollerity  in  that  light,  in  which,  atter  the  bed 
inquiry  they  are  able  to  make,  they  appear  to  themlelves. 
The  latter  were  fo  inconfiderable  when  this  work  was  Hrft 
written,  that  it  was  thought  more  expedient  nut  to  attempt 
a  life  of  this  noble  perfon,  than  to  repeat  a  few  fads  and 
dates,  fo  indifferently  connected,  as  that  it  could  not  be 
prefumed  they  would  give  even  the  moft  indulgent  perufer 
any  fatisfa£tion. 

He  was  the  fon  of  Sir  Edward  Herbert  of  London, 
knight,  of  the  noble  family  of  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  a 
branch  of  that  Pembroke,  which  fuffering  feverely  for  the 
loyalty  of  Sir  Edward,  obliged  his  fons  to  think  of  making 
their  fortunes  by  their  induftry  and  merit.  Arthur  the  eU 
.deft,  though  he  had  a  fmall  eflate  of  his  own,  mnde  the 
fea  his  choice,  as  his  younger  brother  Edward  did  the  law  j 
and  both  attained  the  higheil  Rations,  the  latter  becoming 
chief -juitice  of  the  king's>bench,  and  the  former  admiral 
of  the  fleet  of  England. 

Our  young  feaman,  immediately  after  the  Reftoration, 
was  much  taken  notice  of  by  his  royal  highnefs  James 
duke  of  York,  by  whofe  favour  he  was  very  early  pro- 
.  moted  to  the  command  of  one  of  his  fhlps  of  war  ;  and, 
in  the  firft  Dutch  war  in  the  reign  of  Charles  XL  he  com- 
manded the  Pembroke,  where  he  diflinguilhed  himfelf  in 
a  very  high  degree. 

He  continued  in  the  Straits  for  about  fix  weeks,  till  he 
had  advice  that  rear-admiral  Kempthorne  was  failed  with 
his  fquadron  for  the  Straits  mouth,  where  he  took  care  to 
join  him  with  a  fmall  fleet  of  lixteen  or  feventeen  mer- 
chantmen under  his  convoy,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
rear-admiral  to  England.  They  met  with  nothing  extra- 
ordinary in  their  pafTage  till  about  the  middle  of  the  month 
of  May,  when,  being  off  the  ifland  of  Portland,  the  Pem- 
broke ran  foul  of  the  Fairfax  in  the  night,  and  lunk  at 
once  ;  but  captain  Herbert  and  mofl  of  his  crew  were  hap- 
pily faved,  there  being  none  loft  in  the  veflel  but  a  few  tick 
men,  who  were  not  able  to  help  themfelves,  and  whom  the 
fMddennefs  of  the  accident,  and  the  confution  every  body 

was 


i 


571 


MEMOIRS    OF 


I 


was  in,  hindered  from  being  afllfted  by  others.  After  thii 
nairowcfcape  captain  Herbert  went  on  board  another  ihip 
of  the  fquadron,  and  arrived  fafely  at  Portfmouth. 

It  was  not  long  betore  he  had  another  (hip  given  him, 
and  both  in  that,  and  ir)  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  he  behav- 
ed upon  all  occalinns  with  great  fpirit  and  refolution,  re- 
ceiving fcvcral  wounds,  and  loling  the  fight  of  one  of  his 
tyes  in  his  country's  fcjvice  ;  all  which  confidered,  muft 
fccni  very  Orangt-,  that,  when  he  fell  afterwards  under 
misfortunes,  his  courage  HMuid  be  difputed.  in  one  of 
the  lall  fea-Hghts  in  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  he  had  the 
com  mar d  of  the  Cambridge,  in  which  Sir  Fretcheville 
Hollis  had  been  killed  in  the  battle  of  Solebay,  and,  as 
captain  Herbert  fucceeded  in  his  command,  he  was  very 
i)e<^r  fucceeding  alfo  to  the  fame  difafter,  being  defperately 
wounded  in  the  action,  and  his  fliip  fo  difabled,  that  to- 
gether with  th<^  Keiblutiun,  which  was  in  a  bad  condition, 
flic  was  by  prince  Rupert  fent  home  to  refit. 

After  that  war  was  over,  captain  Herbert  had  leifure  to 
attend  the  court,  and  to  folicit  the  rewards  that  were  due 
to  his  fervices,  in  which  he  met  with  all  pofliblc  kindnefs 
from  the  duke  of  York,  who,  as  he  had  been  hitherto 
careful  of  his  fortunes,  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  aflTift  him 
in  his  pretenfions  ;  fo  that  in  the  year  1680  or  1681  he  was 
fnade  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  from  that  time  was 
confidered  as  a  perfon  who  had  as  much  probability  of  rifing 
as  any  in  the  fervice.  It  was  not  long  before  an  occafion 
ofiered  which  juilified  this  conjecture  ;  for  it  being  found 
nccefiary  to  fend  a  fupply  of  troops  and  military  ftores  to 
Tangier,  then  in  our  hands,  as  alfo  a  fquadron  to  curb  the 
infolence  of  the  Algerines,  who,  notwith(tanding  the  trea- 
ties that  had  been  concluded  but  a  few  years  before,  began 
again  to  dif^urb  our  commerce,  it  was  refolved,  that  the 
command  of  this  armament  fliould  be  given  to  admiral 
Herbert,  who  was  accordingly  inflrudted  to  contribute  as, 
much  as  poifible  to  the  raifing  the  fiege  of  Tangier,  and, 
when  that  was  done,  to  ufe  his  bell  endeavours  to  bring  the 
Algerines  to  a  fubmifllon,  and  to  a  new  treaty,  upon  bet- 
ter and  more  explicit  terms  than  were  contained  in  that  they 
had  lately  broken,  which  they  pretended  to  explain  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  tojudify  their  piracies. 

In  1683,  rear-admiral  Herbert  failed  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean with  a  firong  fquadron,  and  a  confiderable  number 
of  tenders  and  flore-ihips,  which  arrived  very  fafe  under 
his  convoy  at  Tangier.  He  found  that  fortreis  not  a  little 
^raitencd  by  the  Muors^  by  whom  it  was  fo  clofely  blocked 
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up,  that  nothing  could  enter  it  by  land.  Mr.  Herbert  not 
only  relieved  the  garrifon  by  the  leafonable  fupply  that  he 
brought  of  provifions  and  military  ftore.s,  but  reiulved  alfo  ' 
to  reHore  his  countrymen  to  liberty  as  well  an  plenty,  hy 
compelling  the  enemy  to  raife  the  blockade.  He  laiuled, 
with  this  view,  as  many  feamcn  out  of  the  fleet  as  he 
could  pofllbly  fpaie,  formed  them  i  into  a  battalion, 
and  by  attacking  the  Moors  on  one  fide,  while  the  garri- 
fon  made  a  brifk  Tally,  and  drove  them  from  mod  of  their 
pods,  on  the  other,  obliged  them  to  leave  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  place,  and  to  retire  farther  within  land. 

He  executed  the  other  part  of  his  charge,  with  refpe»Sl  to 
the  Algerines,  with  e(|ual  fpirit  and  fuccefs,  deflroyed  fome 
of  their  (hips,  and  dilpofed  things  in  fuch  a  manner  to  dif- 
turb  and  diOrefs  that  itate  by  fca,  as  obliged  the  dey  to 
fummon  a  divan,  in  which  it  was  reiblved  to  enter  into  an  ^ 
immediate  negotiation  with  the  Engli(h  admiral :  the  terms 
were  very  fpeedily  fettled,  without  any  of  thofe  ambiguities, 
which  left  them  pretences  for  breaking  their  treaties  when 
they  pleafed  ;  and,  the  bufmefs  of  his  expedition  being 
happily  over,  he  returned  home  fafe,  with  the  fquadron 
under  his  command,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame 
year. 

Some  time  after  this,  but  whether  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  or  king  James,  I  am  not  able  to  fay,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral,  and  was  as  Inuch 
edeemed  by  the  feamen,  and  in  as  high  credit  at  courr, 
as  any  officer  in  the  fervice.  He  was  alio  appointed  one 
of  the  commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high- 
admiral  of  England.  The  favours  he  had  received  from 
the  duke  of  York  gave  him  room  to  expe<9:  farther  prefer- 
ments upon  the  acceffion  of  that  prince  to  the  throne  j 
nor  was  he  deceived  in  his  expectations,  (ince,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  ne-AT  reign,  he  was  made  vice-admiral  of 
England,  and  mader  of  the  robes,  there  being  at  that  time 
no  man  of  his  rank  who  was  more  heartily  attached  either 
to  the  government  or  to  the  perfon  of  that  prince. 

But  when  the  fcheme  for  repealing  the  tert-:<^  carre 
under  conuderation,  and  king  James  thought  fit  to  clofet 
fuch  of  his  officers  in  thenrmy  and  fleet  as  had  feats  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  it  quickly  appeared,  that  vice-admiral 
Herbert  was  none  of  thofe  complying  ipirits,  who  for  the 
fake  of  private  profit  would  faciitice  the  inrered  of  the 
public.  His  brother,  the  lord  chief-juftice  Herbert,  had 
expofed  himfejf  to  public  odium  hy  givmg  judgment  in  his 
court,  in  favour  of  the  king'&  dii'penfing  power,  upon  an 
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a£lion  brought  againft  Sir  Edward  Hales,  who  had  accepted 
an  employment,  without  qualifying  himfelf  for  it  by  taking 
the  oaths  the  law  required  ;  and,  though  this  feemed  in 
fome  meafure  to  have  done  all  that  the  king  wanted,  he  ftill 
perfided  in  his  defign  of  having  the  teft>adt  repealed,  which, 
amongft  other  extraordinary  confequences,  produced  the  dif- 
grace  of  vice-admiral  Herbert,  who  to  that  hour  had  never 
done  any  thing  to  difoblige  the  king,  or  had  perceived  the 
lead  coldnefs  in  his  majeily  towards  him. 

The  fmall  appearance  there  was  of  hir  being  able  to  live 
with  honour  or  even  with  fafety  at  home,  and  his  inclina- 
tion to  follow  many  perfons  of  great  reputation,  who  at 
that  jun(Sture  chofe  to  retire  abroad,  induced  him  to  with- 
dra\v  to  Holland,  whither  he  was  either  accompanied  or 
quick'y  followed  by  his  brother  colonel  Charles  Herbert, 
and  by  his  coufin  Henry  Herbert,  Efq;  whom  king  William 
afterwards  created  lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury.  Upon  his 
arrival  at  the  Hague  the  vice-admiral  was  exceedingly  well 
received,  and  ndt  long  after  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the 
States,  which  was  a  very  prudent  and,  in  its  confequences, 
beneficial  Aep,  numbers  of  Englifh  feamen  following,  and 
entering  for  his  fake  into  the  Dutch  fervice. 

At  the  prince  of  Orange's  court  vice-admiral  Herbert  was 
very  fincerely  welcomed  ;  he  was  known  to  be  a  man  of 
great  weight  and  experience,  one  that  perfedly  underftood 
the  fkte  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  and  the  temper  and  characters 
of  the  officers  who  commanded  it ;  fo  that  there  is  no  colour 
of  reafon  to  wonder  he  was  treated  with  very  high  refpe«£t, 
and  received  into  the  moft  entire  confidence,  more  efpecialiy 
as  he  took  care  to  maintain  his  dignity  by  a  very  cautious 
and  referved  behaviour,  contrary  to  that  heat  and  vehemence 
exprefTed  by  fome  other  perfons,  who  thought  to  make  their 
couft,  by  reprefenting  an  attempt  upon  England  as  a  thing 
that  might  be  eafily  accomplifhed  ;  whereas  the  vice-admiral 
underflood  and  fpoke  of  it  as  an  undertaking  that  required 
a  very  confiderable  llrength,  exceeding  difcreet  management, 
and  much  deliberation. 

If  the  States-General  and  the  prince  of  Grange  gave 
him  the  title  of  lieutenant-general-admiral,  and  intrufled 
him  with  the  fupreme  command  of  their  fleet,  there 
were  many  reafons  that  made  him  the  properefl  man  for 
that  command,  fuch  as  the  nature  of  the  deiign  itfelf, 
his  interefl  among  the  ofBcers  of  the  Englifh  navy,  his 
perfetSt  acquaintance  with  our  coafls,  his  being  mofl  likely 
to  engage  the  governors  of  fea-port  towns  to  come  in  to 
the  prince,  and,  above  all,  the  necefllty  they  were  under 

of 


ILLUSTRIOUS     SEAMEN,  &c.      575 

of  having  fome  £ngli(hnian  in  a  high  po(l,  to  prevent  the 
people  from  confidering  this  as  a  hoiVile  invaiion.  Now, 
if  we  view  this  matter  in  thefe  lights,  it  is  no  difficult  thing 
to  fee,  that,  of  ail  the  Englifh  who  were  ahout  his  royal 
highnefs,  vice-admiral  Herbert  was  in  every  refpecl  the  ht- 
teft  man  to  be  intrufted  with  that  command  ;  and  therefore, 
the  States  and  the,  prince  of  Orange  conferred  the  com- 
mand upon  him  as  a  thing  wliich  they  faw  to  be  very  expe- 
dient, or  rather  abfoluteiy  ncceflary. 

It  was  certainly  a  very  extraordinary  undertaking  in  all 
refpe^s,  and  will  appear  fo,  if  we  reflect  that  a  great  army 
was  to  be  embarked  ;  that  kvcn-  hundred  tranfports  were 
to  be  prepared  for  that  embarkation  ;  that  proviiions,  am- 
munition, and  every  thing  requifite  for  the  fervice  as  well  of 
the  army  as  of  the  fleet,  was  to  be  procured  in  a  Ihort  time, 
and  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  ;  all  which  was  actually  done  by 
the  mod  indefatigable  diligence,  it  is  plain  therefore,  that 
his  flciU  in  directing  what  was  requifite  for  the  fleet  was  en- 
tire relied  on  j  while  they  were  engaged  in  making  thefe 
preparations  j  to  which  they  were  two  months  conftantly 
employed  in  giving  all  the  neceflary  orders,  which  they 
did  with  fo  little  noife,  that  nothing  broke  out  all  that 
tune. 

After  fuch  an  inflance  of  his  capacity  and  indefatigable 
care,  they  might  well  expedi  that  the  reft  of  his  condu(3: 
would  be  of  a  piece.  But  what  feems  farther  to  explain 
the  real  intention  of  the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange  in 
trufting  vice-admiral  Herbert,  though  a  ftranger,  with  fd 
high  a  command,  was,  the  publifhing  his  letter  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  Engli(h  fleet  at  the  very  fame  time  with  the 
prince  of  Orange's  declaration  ;  for,  if  they  had  not  placed 
very  ftrong  hopes  upon  that,  without  queftion  it  had  never 
been  pubiifhed  at  ali,  and,  if  they  had  fuch  hopes,  this  alone 
will  fufficiently  account  for  the  giving  him  the  chief  coai- 
mand  under  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  whom,  by  the  nature 
of  his  commifiion,  he  was  lieutenant-general  by  lea.  Neither 
were  thefe  hopes  of  influencing  the  Englifli  fcamcn  flightly 
grounded,  fince  the  pamphlets  wrote  in  thofe  times  univcr- 
faily  agree,  that  the  feamcn  had  a  very  general  and  warm 
averfion  to  pcpery,  difliked  and  defpifed  fuch  of  their  ofiicers 
as  had  embraced  that  religion,  and  were  very  prone  in  their 
cups  to  drink  admiral  Herbert's  health  j  fo  that  thefe  were 
very  ftrong  indications  of  their  ill-will  on  one  fide,  and  their 
good-will  on  the  other. 

When  every  tiling  was  ready,  the  troops  were  embarked 
with  fo  much  fpecd  and  fecrecy,  that  no  advices  could  be 
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given  in  England  that  could  be  of  any  ufe  :  but  notwitlf" 
Oanding  this  care,  the  fleet  was  obliged  to  return.  They 
failed  on  the  nineteenth  of  October,  1688,  and  they  put 
back  into  port  on  the  twenty-fecond.  This  was  a  great 
difappointment ;  and,  without  doubt,  had  things  been  ma- 
naged by  a  prince  of  lefs  firmnefs,  or  by  an  admiral  of  lefs 
experience,  their  expedition  had  been  loft.  It  is  reported, 
that  admiral  Herbert  advifed  putting  off  the  bufinefs  to 
that  late  feafon  of  the  year,  becaufe  he  judged  that  the 
winds  would  be  more  favourable  ;  that  the  king's  fleet 
would  be  lefs  able  to  a«St ;  and  that,  when  the  enterprize 
was  fo  long  delayed,  it  would  be  concluded  in  England  to 
be  given  over. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  this  unexpe£led  check  made  many 
people  mighty  uneafy,  and  occafioned  fome  very  extraordi- 
nary propofals  to  the  prince.  Amongft  the  reft  one  was, 
that  admiral  Herbert  with  a  flout  fquadron  fliould  proceed 
to  the  Englifli  coafl,  and  fight  the  king's  fleet,  to  which  he 
was  not  at  all  averfe  ;  but  the  weather  rendered  it  imprac- 
ticable. The  prince  of  Orange,  however,  never  altered  his 
intention  in  the  leaft ;  but  having  given  the  necefl^ry  orders 
for  repairing  the  Ihips,  and  refreming  the  troops,  which  was 
foon  done,  the  fleet  failed  again  upon  the  firft  of  November, 
and  arrived  fpeedily  and  fafely  on  the  Englifli  coafl,  where, 
by  the  flcill  and  care  of  admiral  Herbert,  the  troops  were 
very  foon  landed,  and,  by  his  intelligence  with  feveral  per- 
fons  of  diftin«5lion  in  the  neighbourhood,  amply  fupplied 
with  proviiions  and  other  neceflaries.  In  a  very  few  days 
after,  the  good  effe£):^of  the  admiral's  letter  appeared  by 
the  coming  in  of  feveral  (hips,  the  flrfl  of  which  was  the 
Newcaflile,  lying  at  Plymouth,  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Churchill }  and,  the  way  being  once  broke,  the  feamen 
declared  in  general  for  the  prince  ;  from  all  which  it  fully 
appeared,  how  much  the  fuccefs  of  this  great  affair  was 
owing  to  the  valour,  vigilance,  and  prudence  of  this  noble 
perfon. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  16^.8,  king  William  granted  a 
commifllon  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high-admiral  to 
the  following  perfons,  viz.  Arthur  Herbert,  Efq;  John, 
earl  of  Carbery,  Sir  Michael  U  barton,  Sir  Thomas  Lee, 
baronet.  Sir  John  Chichely,  knight.  Sir  John  Lowther  of 
Whitehaven,  baronet,  and  William  Sacheverel,  Efq;  1)ut 
the  laft  declined  accepting  that  pofl,  declaring,  that,  as  he 
underftood  nothing  of  maritime  affairs,  he  could  not  accept 
the  falary  with  a  fafe  confcience.  As  for  the  command  of 
the  fleet,  that  was  intruflcd  with  admiral  Herbert  from  the 
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beginning,  and  he  had  likewife  the  honour  of  bringing 
over  the  new  q^ueen. 

We  have  already  given  a  large  account  of  his  behaviour 
in  the  bufmefs  of  the  Bantry-bay,  of  the  motives  which 
induced  him  to  fight  the  French  fleet,  and  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  aSion,  colle<S);ed  as  well  from  the  French 
as  our  hiftorians  :  but,  after  all,  perhaps  the  reader  will 
not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  the  account  publifhed  by  authority, 
drawn  from  the  admiral's  own  letter  from  on  board  the 
Elizabeth,  dated  May  the  fecond,  1689,  and  which  im- 
ported, 

*«  That  admiral  Herbert  having  refitted  at  Milford-Ha- 
*<  ven  the  damages  which  fome  of  his  fhips  had  fuftained 
*^  by  ill  weather  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  intended  to  go 
••  dire<5Hy  for  Breft  :  but  the  wind  coming  eafterly,  which 
**  might  bring  the  French  fleet  out,  he  flood,  on  the  24th 
<<  pafl,  over  to  Kingfale,  which  he  judged  the  likelieft  way 
to  meet  them. 

That  accordingly,  on  the  29th,  our  fcouts  made  flg- 
*<  nal,  that  they  difcovered  a  fleet  keeping  their  wind,  which 
*<  made  us  likewife  keep  our  own  all  night,  to  hinder  them 
*^  from  getting  into  Kingfale.  The  thirtieth  they  heard 
**  the  enemy  was  gone  into  Baltimore,  being  forty-four 
**  fail ;  whereupon  ours  bore  away  to  that  place,  but 
*«  found  there  was  no  fign  of  them.  That  in  the  evening 
<'  our  fcouts  got  fight  of  them  again  to  the  weflward  of 
**  Cape-Clear :  we  fteered  after  them,  and  found  they 
«'  were  got  into  Bantry ;  we  lay  off  the  bay  all  night, 
*«  and  the  next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  flood  in,  where 
««  we  found  them  at  anchor.  That  they  got  prefently  un- 
••  der  fail,"  and  bore  down  upon  our  fleet  in  a  line  com- 
pofed  of  twenty-eight  men  of  war,  and  five  fire  fhips. 
That  when  they  came  within  mufket  fhot  of  the  Defi- 
ance, the  headmofl  of  our  fhips,  the  French  admiral 
put  out  the  flgnal  for  battle,  which  was  begun  by  them, 
they  firing  their  great  and  fmall  fhot  very  furioufly  on 
*«  the  Defiance  and  the  reft,  as  we  came  in  our  line.  That 
*«  then  we  made  feveral  boards  to  gain  the  wind,  or  at 
««  leaft  to  engage  them  clofer  j  but,  finding  that  way  of 
**  working  very  difadvantageous,  admiral  Herbert  flood 
**  off  to  fea,  as  well  to  have  got  our  fhips  into  a  line, 
«*  as  to  have  gained  the  wind  of  the  enemyj  but  found 
"  them  fo  cautious  in  bearing  down,  that  we  could  never 
*«  get  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  j  and  in  this  poflure  con* 
Vol.  ly.  O  0  »«  tinued 
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**  tinued  battering  upon  a  ftretch  until  five  in  the  aftef- 
**  noon,  when  the  French  admiral  tacked  from  us,  and. 
''  ftood  away  farther  into  the  bay. 

**  That  admiral  Herbert's  (hip,  and  fome  of  the  reft, 
**  being  difabled  in  their  rigging,  we  could  not  follow 
'*  them ;  but  we  continued  fome  time  after  before  the  bay, 
'<  and  our  admiral  gave  him  a  gun  at  parting.  In  this  ac- 
^<  tion  captain  Aylmer  in  the  Portland,  who  came  foon 
'*  enough  for  the  battle,  with  others  of  the  fquadron  men- 
'*  tioned,  and  ninety-four  feamen,  were  killed,  and  about 
**-  two  hundred  and  fifty  wounded,  as  appears  by  a  furvey 
*'  taken  after  the  fight }  and  our  fhips  received  little  da- 
'*  mage  except  in  their  fails  and  rigging. 

''  That  as  for  our  officers  and  feamen,  the  right  mufl  be 
**  done  them,  they  behaved  themfelves  with  all  the  courage 
**  and  cheerfulnefs  that  could  be  expeded  from  the  braveft 
*^  men;  and  that,  on  the  other  fide,  without  leflening  the 
<*  enemy,  it  may  be  faid  that  they  either  wanted  courage 
<'  or  fkill  to  make  ufe  of  the  place,  the  wind,  their  fire- 
**  fhips,  and  their  number,  being  at  leafl  double  our  force, 
**  they  having  eighteen  fhips,  the  leafl  of  which  was  as 
**  big  as  the  Elizabeth ;  and  it:fo  happened,  at  the  time  of 
*'  the  engagement,  admiral  Herbert  had  with  him  but 
*<  eight  third  rates,  ten  fourth  rates,  one  fifth  rate,  and 
''  two  tenders.  And  that  the  fleet  defigned  to  rendezvous 
*«  and  refit  at  Scilly." 

As  to  the  perfonal  behaviour  of  admiral  Herbert  in  this 
a£tion,  it  was  altogether  unexceptionable ;  he  was  in  the 
hotteft  of  the  fervice  himfelf,  had  feveral  of  the  largeft  of 
the  enemy's  fhips  upon  him  at  a  time,  notwithftanding 
which  he  continued  to  expofe  himfelf  to  encourage  the  fea- 
men fword  in  hand  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  to  do  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  continue  the  engagement,  info- 
much  that  many  thought,  that,  if  the  reft  of  the  officers 
had  done  their  duty  as  well  as  he,  they  had  given  a  better 
account  of  the  French  than  they  did  ;  for  which  fome  of- 
ficers were  called  to  a  court-martial,  and  broke ;  fo  much 
was  the  admiral  a  lover  of  difcipline.  On  the  fifteenth  of 
May,  when  the  king  dined  on  board  his  fhip,  he  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  exprefs  great  fatisfadtion  in  his  condudt,  and  declared 
his  intention  of  creating  him  a  peer,  as  he  afterwards  did, 
viz,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  fame  month,  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Herbert  of  Torbay,  and  Earl  of  Torrington. 
The  houfe  of  commons   ahb  were  plcafed  to  give  him 
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thanks  for  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  nation,  in  taking  the 
iirft  opportunity  to  fight  the  French  in  Bantry  bay. 

The  reader  will,  without  doubt,  be  pleafed  to  fee  this 
matter  fet  in  the  mod  authentic  light  from  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  in  which  it  appears  that  Arthur  Herbert,  Efq; 
then  burgefs  for  the  town  of  Plymouth  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  being  in  his  place*  had  their  thanks  in  conferiuence 
of  an  order  made  the  Saturday  before,  which  are  thus  en* 
tcred : 


Martis  21^  die  Maiiy  prima  IVillielmi  et  Maria, 

Mr.  Speaker  gave  admiral  Herbert  the  thanks  of  the 
houfe  according  to  their  order  of  Saturday  laft,  to  the  ef- 
ftGt  as  followeth,  Wz. 


.1 


*'  Admiral  Herbert, 


•*  This  houfe  hath  taken  notice  of  the  great  fervice  you 
**  have^erformed  in  engaging  the  French  fleet :  they  look 
'*  upon  it  as  one  of  the  bravel^  atlions  IJone  in  this  laft  age, 
''  and  exped  it  will  raife  the  reputation  of  the  Englilh  va- 
**  lour  to  its  ancient  glory.  I  do  therefore,  by  the  coni- 
**  mand  of  this  houfe,  return  you  their  hearty -thanks  for 
*'  this  fervice,  and  defire  that  you  will  communicate  the 
**  like  thanks,  in  their  name,  to  the  olficers  and  feamen 
**  Uiat  ferved  under  your  command,  and  to  let  them  know 
•*  that  this  houfe  will  have  a  particular  regard  of  their  merits, 
*'  and  take  care,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  give  them  all 

due  encouragement.'* 


Ci 


Whereupon  Admiral  Herbert   fpokc  to  the  effeft  as 

followeih : 

"  SIR, 

**  I  am  in  fome  confuHon  at  this  great  and  unexpeiS- 
*'  ed  honour,  and  the  more,  becaufe  i  want  words  to  ex- 
**  prefs  my  fenfe  of  it.  The  bed  return  that  I  think  my- 
**  feif  capable  of  making,  is  to  alfure  this  honourable 
'<  houfe,  that,  with  my  utmoft  hazard  I  will  endeavour, 
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*<  by  my  future  a£tions,  to  deferve  it,   and  will  not  fail 
**  to  obey  their  commands,  in  acquainting  the  officers  and 
**  feamen    who  were  with  me,  of  the  favourable  accep- 
**  tation,,  by  this  houfe,  of  their  fervice.    And,  fincethe 
**  houfe  have  fo  favourable  an  opinion  of  their  actions, 
*<  I  would  beg  their  leave  to  make  an  humble  motion, 
*'  and  I  think  it  is  a  thing  becoming  the  greatnefs  of 
**  this  nation,    and  indeed  has  been  the  care  of  almoft 
*^  all  nations  that  have  any  commerce  at  fea :  it  is,    to 
•*  affign  fome  place  and  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  fuch 
**  as  are  maimed  in  the  fervice    and  defence   of  their 
"  country.    There  is  no  fufficient  proviHon  made  at  pre- 
**  Tent  in  this  kingdom,    and  indeed  it  is    too   great  a 
•*  charge  for  the  crown.     I  therefore  humbly  move,  it 
'*  may  be  ordered  by  this  houfe,  that  an  a<Sl  may  pafs, 
**  that  they  may  have   a  fupport  and  fubfiftence,    after 
*'  they  have  by  wounds  been  made  incapable  of  farther 
•*  fervice," 

Refolved,  That  the  houfe  will  take  care  to  make  a  pro. 
vifion  for  fuch  feamen  as  are,  or  ihall  be  wounded  in 
their  majeAies  fervice,  and  for  the  wives  and  children 
of  fuch  as  are,  or  (hall  be  ilain  therein  ;  and  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  confider  how  the  fame  may 
be  done. 

And  it  is  referred  to  Admiral  Herbert,  Mr.  Hales, 
Mr.  Bofcawen,  Mr.  AAibumham,  Sir  William  Williams, 
Mr.  Garway,  Mr.  Elwel,  Lord  Cooke,  Mr.  Holies,  Mr. 
Papillon,  Mr.  Gwyn,  Lord  Falkland,  Lord  Sherrard, 
Mr.  BickerftafF,  Mr.  Henry  Herbert,  Mr.  Edward  Kuf- 
fel,  Mr.  Bromly,  Mr.  Thomas  Foley,  Sir  Duncan  Col- 
cheftcr,  Mr.  Levefon  Cower,  Mr.  P.  Foleys,  Sir  Henry 
Capell,  Sir  Chriftopher  Mufgrave,  Mr.  Sacheverell,  Mr. 
Cooke,  and  Sir  Thomas  Littleton. 

As  he  was  at  this  time  poiTefled  of  all  that  a  man  could 
Well  deiire,  theedeem  of  his  prince,  the  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  love  of  the  feamen,  fo  it  is  allowed  that  he 
behaved  in  a  manner  every  way  worthy  of  his  ftation,  liv- 
ing very  magnificently  when  in  town,  qnd  (hewing  a  great 
refpciSt  for  his  ofTicers  when  at  fea,  which  gained  him  a 
wonderful  intereft  in  the  fleet ;  to  this,  though  fome  have 
given  a  fmiiler  turn,  as  if  it  was  the  chief  caufe  of  his  ac- 
quittal by  the  court-martial  that  tried  him,  yet  impartial 
judges  will  hardly  believe^  tliat  he  could  have  gained  fuch 
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an  iiitereft  but  by  an  extraordinary  degree  of  merit,  and  by 
a  readinefs  to  diftinguifh  it  in  other  men,  for  which^  while 
it  was  not  in  fome  degree  criminal  to  affirm  it,  he  was  ge- 
nerally famous  in  the  navy.  When  he  went  down  to  take 
the  command,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1690,  of  the  con- 
federate fleet,  his  character  (lOod  as  fair  as  any  officer's 
could  do ;  and  even  the  Dutch  in  their  relations  allow,  that 
his  condu<Ei  was  very  great  in  (hifting  and  avoiding  an  en- 
gagement in  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  a  council  of  war, 
rounded  upon  the  enemy's  great  fuperiority,  till  fuch  time 
as  he  received  pofitive  orders  to  fight ;  and  then  he  (hewed 
likewife  great  judgment  in  the  difpofition  he  made  for  an 
enp;agemeht. 

We  have  little  to  add  to  the  account  we  have  already  giv- 
en of  the  adion  off  Beachy-head,  on  the  30th  of  June,  ex- 
cept that  in  the  battle  there  was  not  fo  much  as  one  £ngli(h 
man  of  war  loft,  and  but  one  of  the  Dutch  j  that,  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  retfcat,  the  earl  of  Torrington  gave 
his  orders  with  great  prudeiice,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
prevented  the  French  from  making  any  great  advantage  of 
what  they  called  a  vidory,  notwithftanding  the  inequality 
of  their  fleets,  and  fome  unlucky  accidents  that  happened 
in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken.  Neither 
was  his  lordlhip  at  all  difcompofed,  when,  upon  his  being 
fent  for  up  to  town,  he  found  fo  general  a  clamour  raifed: 
againft  him,  but,  on  the  contrary,  ^ave  a  very  clear  ac- 
count of  matters  before  the  council  ^  mfifting,  that  he  had 
done  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  do,  which  made  him  eafy 
in  his  mind  as  to  the  confequences,  being  perfuaded,  that " 
of  the  two,  it  was  much  better  of  the  two  to  ruin  himfelf 
than  to  ruin  the  fleet,  as  he  abfolutely  muft  have  done,  if 
he  had  a^ed  otherwife  than  he  did. 

All  he  could  fay,  however,  had  little  efTefl:  at  that  time ; 
fo  that  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  commiiTioners 
were  fent  down  to  infpeft  into  tfte  condition  of  the  fleet, 
and  to  make  the  neceflary  inquiries  for  framing  a  charge 
againft  him,  it  being  held  abfolutely  requifite  to  brin?  him 
to  a  trial,  that  the  juftice  of  the  nation  might  not  fuffer  in 
the  opinion  of  her  allies,  the  refentment  of  the  Dutch 
having  ri/en  fo  high  as  to  threaten  pulling  down  the  houie  ot 
Lord  Durfley,  who  then  refided  at  the  Hague. 

When  the  parliament  met,  October  the  fecond,  1690, 
his  maje'fty  was  pleafed  to  take  notice  in  his  fpeech,  in  a 
very  particular  manner,  of  the  difafter  thax  had  happened 
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ofT  Beachy-head  ;  and  the  paragraph  being  but  (hort,  we 
fhall  infert  it :  *'  I  cannot  conclude  without  taking  notice 
**  alfo  how  much  the  honour  of  the  nation  has  been  expo- 
'*  fed  by  the  ill  conduct  of  my  fleet  in  the  laft  fummer't 
"  engagement  againft  the  French,  and  I  think  myfelf  fo 
**  much  concerned  to  fee  it  vindicated,  that  I  cannot  reft 
'  "  fatisfled  till  an  example  has  been  made  of  fuch  as  (hall 
be  found  faulty  upon  their  examination  and  trial,  which 
was  not  praAicable  while  the  whole  fleet  was  abroad, 
but  is  now  put  into  the  proper  way  of  being  done  as 
foon  as  may  be."  But  notwithflanding  this,  the  pro- 
ceedings againft  the  earl  of  Torrington  were  not  very  ex- 
peditious, and  therefore  he  applied  himfelf  by  way  of  pe- 
tition to  the  houfe  of  peers,  who  took  his  cafe  into  confi- 
deration }  but,  having  fully  debated  it,  left  him  to  the  or- 
dinary proceedings,  or,  in  other  words,  referred  him  to  a 
court-martial. 

Yet,  in  order  to  the  conftituting  of  fuch  a  court,  as  we 
have  clfewhere  obferved,  there  were  fome  difficulties  to  be 
got  over,  and  thofe  of  fuch  a  nature  as  demanded  the  at- 
tention of  the  legiflature,  in  order  to  eflfefb  which,  a  bill 
was  brought  in  for  vefling  in  the  commiflioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty the  fame  power  in  regard  to  granting  commiffions, 
which  was  already  vefled  by  law  in  the  lord  high  admiral  of 
England. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  on  the  twentieth  of 
January,  1689,  the  king  had  appointed  a  new  board  of  ad- 
miralty, in  which  Thomas,  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery, was  firft  lord  inftead  of  the  earl  of  Torrington, 
and  Sir  Michael  Wharton  was  left  out.  On  the  5th  of 
June,  1 690,  the  beard  was  again  changed,  and  augmented 
from  five  to  feven.  Thefe  were  Thomas,  earl  of  Pembroke 
and  Montgoitiery,  John  earl  of  Carberry,  Sir  Thomas  Lee, 
baronet.  Sir  John  Lowther,  baronet,  Edward  Ruflel,  Efq^ 
Sir  Richard  Onflow,  baibnet,  and  Henry  Prieftman,  Efq; 
and  to  this  board  it  was  that  the  intended  sl&  gave  the  power 
of  appointing  court-martials  for  the  trial  of  any  oflicer  of 
what  rank  foever,  as  a  lord  high  admiral  might  do.  When 
this  bill  came  to  be  read  a  third  time  in  the  houfe  of  peers, 
it  occafioned  very  warm  debates,  many  lords  being  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  would  have  been  better,  if,  inflead  of  a  new 
board,  his  majefty  bad  appointed  a  lord  high  admiral,  in 
which  cafe  there  would  have  been  no  need  whatever  of  a 
new  law ;  but  at  length,  however>  it  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority 
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jority  of  two  only ;  upon  which  many  of  the  lords  enter- 
ed  their  protefts  tor  the  following  reafons  : 

*<  Becaufe  this  bill  gives  a  power  to  commiflioners  of 
"  the  admiralty  to  execute  a  jurifdiflion,  which,  by  the 
*<  »€t  of  the  thirteenth  of  Charles  II.  entitled,  Jn  a^fir 
•'  ejiabli/hing  articles  and,  orders  for  the  regulating  and  better 
««  government  of  his  majefly*s  navy^  jbips  of  war,  and  for^ 
**  ees  byjeay  we  conceive  they  had  not  i  whereby  the  earl 
*<  of  Torrington  may  come  to  be  tried  for  his  life  for 
*^  fa£ls  committed  feveral  months  before  this  power  was 
*'  given  or  defired,  we  think  it  reafonable  that  every  man 
<'  fliould  be  tried  by  that  law  that  was  known  to  be  in 
'*  force  when  the  crime  was  committed. 

<'  It  is  by  virtue  of  the  faid  a£lof  the  13th  of  Charles 
«*  II.  that  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  judged  by  this  houfe 
**  not  to  have  the  privilege  of  a  peer  of  this  realm  for 
*<  any  offences  committed  againil  the  faid  ziBt ;  and  there 
*<  is  no  other  law,   as  we  conceive,    by  which  the  faid 
**  carl  could  have  been  debarred  from  enjoying  the  pri- 
*<  vilege  of  a  peer  of  this  realm ;  which  aa  making  no 
«  mention  of  cQmmiflioners  of  the  admiralty,  but  of  a 
«<  lord  high  admiral  only,    by  whofe  authority  all   the 
«  powers  given  by    that  aA    are  to   be  exercifed,  and 
«  without  whofe  confent    iingly    no   fentence  of  death 
«<  can  be  executed,   we    think  it  of  dangerous   confe- 
«  quence  to  expound  a  law  of  this  capital  nature  other- 
«  wife  than  the  literal  words  do  import }  and  as  we  con- 
*(  ceive   it  without  precedent   to  pafs  even   explanatory 
«(  laws,  much  lefs  fuch  as  have  a  retrofpedfc  in  them  in 
**  cafes  of    life  and  death,    fo  we    think    it  not  at  all 
«  neceiTary  to  make  fuch  a  precedent  at  this  time,  there 
«  being  an  undoubted    legal   way   already  eftablifhed  to 
*(  bring  this  earl  to  a  trial  by  a  lord  high  admiral. 

«  Thirdly,  the  judges  having  unanimoufly  declared, 
«  that  the  law  marine  w^s  no  where  particularized  in 
*<  their  books,  whereby  the  power  or  jurifdi£(ion  of  the 
<(  lord  high  admiral  may  be  afcertained,  fo  that  pra^Hce 
<<  is  all  that  we  know  of  it ;  we  concave  it  unprecedent- 
ed ed,  and  of  dangerous  confequence,  that  the  jurifdidi- 
"  on  exercifed  by  the  lord  high  admiral  (hould  by  a  law 
*<  be  declared  to  be  in  the  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty, 
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"  ty,  whereby  an  unknown,  and  therefore  unlimited  pow- 

'*  er  may  be  eAablifhed  in  them. 

**  Rivers,  Huntington,  Rochefter,  Weymouth, 
«  Stamford,  Dartmouth,  Oxford,  Macclesfield,  Tho- 
*<  mas  RoiFen,  Crcwj  Bath,  Granville,  Herbert,  Cra- 
«*  ven,  J.  Exon,  Bohon,  J.  Bridgewater." 

As  foon  as  the  bill  had  paiTed  both  houfes,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  royal  ailent,  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  remov- 
ed out  of  the  Tower  into  the  cuftody  of  the  marlhal  of  the 
admiralty,  where  he  had  not  been  long  before  he  brought 
his  cafe  into  the  houfe  of  commons.  This  was  done  by  a 
member's  acquainting  the  houfe,  that  this  noble  peer  was 
defirous  of  being  heard  at  their  bar  in  refpecSt  to  the  matter 
fer  which  he  was  in  cuftody.  Upon  this  an  order  was 
made  for  his  lordfhip*s  being  brought  thither  the  next  day, 
the  ferjeant  at  arms  was  direded  to  ferve  the  marlhal  of  the 
admiralty  with  a  copy  of  it,  which  he  did  accordingly ; 
and,  November  the  twelfth,  the  houfe  being  informed  that 
his  lordfhip  was  in  the  lobby,  direded  him  to  be  brought 
in  by  the  ferjeant  with  the  mace,  to  a  ^hair  fet  for  him 
withm  the  bar,  on  the  left  hand  of  the  houfe  as  he  came 
in  ;  and  having  fat  down  thereon  for  fome  time  covered, 
and  the  mace  being  laid  upon  the  table,  his  lordfhip  rofe, 
and  ftood  at  the  back  of  the  chair  uncovered,  and  was  heard 
before  the  houfe ;  after  which  his  lordihip  withdrew,  the 
mace  attending  him. 

This  isr  all  we  meet  with  in  the  journal ;  but  a  writer  of 
thofe  times  aflures  us,  that  his  lordfhip  found  himfelf  fo 
much  cmbarrafled  in  the  prefence  of  that  aflembly,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  exprefs  himfelf  as  he  intended  j  upon  which 
he  acquainted  the  commons,  that,  being  accuftomed  ra- 
ther to  atl  than  to  fpeak,  he  found  himfelf  at  a  lofs  for 
words,  and  therefore  defired  to  make  ufe  of  his  papers, 
which  was  allowed  him.  ,  He  then  took  notice  how  early 
he  had  entered  into  his  country's  fervice ;  how  many 
years  he  had  fpent  therein,  and  of  his  having  fpiilcd  much 
blood,  as  well  as  been  deprived  of  his  eye,  in  their  quar- 
rel. He  proceeded  next  to  the  lofs  he  had  fuftaincd  for 
fupporting  the  Vroteftant  religion,  and  the  laws  and  liber*  . 
ties  of  England  under  King  James  II.  Laft  of  all,  he 
fpoke  of  the  enf»agement  with  the  French  fleet  off  Beachy- 
head,  in  refpe^t  of  which  he  exculed  his  not  fighting,  from 
the  want  of  inielligence,  want  of  ammunition,  Ihortnefs 
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of  wind,  inequality  of  numbers,  and,  in  fupport  of  what 
he  faid,  produced  fome  letters ;  but  all  this  was  of  little  or 
no  ufe  to  his  lordfhip.  The  houfe  remitted  him  to  that 
trial  for  which  the  late  a£t  had  made  way,  and  of  which 
the  higheft  expectations  were  raifed  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  king  being  refolved  not  to  embark  for  Holland  till  it  was 
over. 

Accordingly,  Saturday  the  6th  of  December,  1690,  hit 
]ord(hip  went  down  to  Sheernefs  in  his  yacht,  the  court- 
martial  fitting  there  on  board  the  Kent.     On  Monday,  De- 
cember 8,  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  being  in  the  chair  as  prefi- 
dent,  the  commiiFion  was  opened  and  read,  and  other  pre- 
liminaries adjufled ;   after  which  the  court  adjourned  to 
Wednefdav  the   loth,  when  the  witnefles  were  heard  oa 
the  part  ot  the  crown,  as  well  Dutch  as  EngliAi ;  but,  not- 
withftanding  the  loudnefs  of  the  common  reports,  there 
was  very  little  appeared  in  proof,  notwithftanding  the  court 
took  all  the  pains  they  could  to  fift  things  to  the  bottom  ; 
his  lord(hip  then  made  his  defence  in  the  manner  that  has 
been  before  mentioned ;  infixed  largely  on  the  fuperiority 
'  of  the  French  fleet ;  on  the  (hifting  of  the  wind,  which 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  fuccour  the  Dutch ;  on  the  care 
taken  of  fecuring  a  retreat,  and  the  fmall  advantage  that 
the  enemy  reaped  from  their  fo  much  boaded  fuccefs  in  this 
a£lion,  which  had  drawn  upon  their  admiral.  Count  Tour- 
ville,  as  many  cenfures  as  upon  himfelf,  and  with  pretty 
much  the  fame  reafon.     After  mature  confideration,  both 
of  the  charge,  of  the  defence,  and  of  the  evidence  oflFered, 
the  court,    nemine  contradUente^  acquitted   him    wholly  of 
any  imputation  whatever,  from  his  conduct  on  that  occa- 
fion.     To  which,  when  required  to  fign  it,  they  moil  ftea- 
dily  adhered.     It  is  faid,  that  a  certain  Dutch  rear-admiral, 
who  was  prefent,  exprefTed   his  rcfentment  very  warmly, 
and  it  is  certain  the  proceedings  were  quickly  after  printed 
in  Dutch,  with  fome  animadverfions. 

(  n  Thurfday,  December  the  eleventh,  the  earl  of  Tor- 
rlngton  returned  to  town  in  his  barge,  with  the  union  flag 
flyipgf  AS  bearing  flill  the  king's  commiflion  of 'admiral  and 
commander  in  chief.  He  returned  to  his  own  houfe, 
where  he  received  the  compliments  of  his  friends,  and  the 
news,  which  could  not  furprize  him  much,  that  hiscom^ 
million  was  fuperfeded.  He  was  almoft  the  only  viiStim  in 
that  reign,  for  he  never  received  any  mark  of  favour,  much 
lefs  enjoyed  any  command  afterwards.    He  came,  how-* 
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ever,  in  a  few  days,  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  where  he  con- 
ftantly  attended  for  above  twenty  years  after,  without  alter- 
ing his  condu£l  in  the  leaft,  which  is  a  manifeft  proof  that 
he  was  not  governed  by  caprice  but  by  principle.  He  was 
always  on  the  fide  of  the  crown,  and  very  rarely  in  any  op* 
pofition  to  its  niini(\ers ;  fometimes,  however,  he  was, 
and  then  lu:  coinmonly  protefted,  that  the  reafons  of  hit 
oppoliiion  might  appear,  and  that  the  world  might  not  af- 
cribe  his  difagreement  with  men  in  power  to  prejudice  or 
fpleen.  In  matters  that  related  to  the  navy,  he  was  gene- 
rally mod  forward,  and,  in  refped^  to  them,  the  houfe 
heard  him  with  much  refpedl  and  attention,  and  upon  fuch  ^ 
occaHons  he  (hewed  himfelf  commonly  a  firiend  to  ftri£t 
difcipline,  and  a  frugal  management  in  the  navy. 

He  raifed,  while  m  employment,  a  confiderable  fortune* 
upon  which  he  lived  in  a  manner  becoming  his  rank,  dur- , 
ing  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  lordlhip  was  twice  mar- 
ried, but  never  had  any  children  ;  and  at  length,  after  hav- 
ing fpent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  as  much  privacy  and 
quiet  as  he  had  done  the  former  fcenes  of  it  in  a£^ion,  he 
breathed  his  laft,  April  the  thirteenth,  1716,  in  a  good  old 
age,  leavine  the  bulk  of  his  eftate  to  the  right  honourable 
Henry,  earl  of  Lincoln,  merely  out  of  refpe£b  to  that  no- 
ble perfon's  fteady  adherence  to  the  fame  caufe,  which  the 
earl  of  Torrington  fupported  during  his  whole  life.  Thefe 
particulars,  which  had  hitherto  lain  fcattered  in  a  variety  of 
authors,  we  have,  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  gathered  and 
digefted  according  to  the  natural  order  of  time,  that  the 
memory  of  fo  brave  a  man  might  not  be  altogether  buried 
in  oblivion,  or  that  clamoi^,  which  the  beft  judges  thought 
without  foundation,  be  as  fatal  to  his  fame  after  death,  as 
while  living  it  was  to  his  power. 

Thefe,  however  fcanty,  are  all  the  memorials  that  we 
have  been  able  to  difcover  from  books  or  information,  as 
to  the  eminent  feamen  who  flourilhed  in  his  reign,  except 
it  be  a  very  few  dates  in  refped^  to  the  following  illudrious 
perfons. 

John  Lord  Berkley  of  Stratton  was  the  fon  of  Sir  John 
Berkley,  the  faithful  fervant  of  King  Charles  J.  and  King 
Charles  n.  by  whom,  during  his  exile,  he  was  created 
baron  of  Stratton,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  and  young- 
,  er  brother  to  Charles  Lord  Berkley  of  Stratton,  wno  died 
91  fea  in  1682.  This  noble  lord  was  rear-admiral  at  the. 
lime  of  the  Revolution,  groom  of  the  ftqle,  and  firft  gen- 
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tleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  Prince  George  of  Denmark  | 
and,  aa  we  have  feen^  often  admiral  of  the  fleet  in  the 
reign  of  King  William,  and  colonel  of  the  fecond  regi- 
ment of  marines  i  of  all  which  employments  he  was 
pofTeflcd  when  he  died,  February  27,  1696-7,  leaving 
behind  him  no  iHue  male,  fo  that  the  title  devolved  on 
his  younger  brother  William,  father  to  the  prefent- worthy 
noMcman  John  Lord  Berkley  of  Strattan. 

The  honourable  Edward  Neville,  Efo;  was  the  fecond 
fon  of  George  Lord  Aber^vtnny,  ana  notwithftandlng 
his  hi|h  birth,  ai  rived  s^  his  ftation  in  the  navy  by  pure 
dint  of  merit.  He  died  on  board  the  Lincoln  the  twelfth 
of  September,  1701,  in  the  thirty-feventh  year  of  his  age» 
as  his  fquadron  made  the  land  of  Virginia,  and  left  behind 
him  a  fon,  the  late  Lord  Abergavenny,  who  deceafed  at 
Bath,  the  twenty-firft  of  September,  1744*  and  a 
daughter. 


End  of  the  Fourth  Voiumv. 
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